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NOTICE, 

QUARTERLY SUPPLE31ENT. 

On tbe first of next month (Deceraber) will be piiblisljefl^ price tV/. 

THE NABHATIVE OF MY EMBASSY AND PEBHONAf. 
ATTENDANCE ON THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON, during the 
disastrous Caosf'mign in Russia, and the Retreat from Mmemv^, Trails-*^ 
lated from the French of the Archbishop of Meckliiu This work, be- 
ing by a mao of the first consequence in the court of Naiiolecm,, aiul 
mho was an eye witness of the scenes he describes, abcnincis in tlie most 
parlous anecdote. By means of the small type [the same type as iiHed in 
the body of the Chronicle) the whole of the French octavo volume is 
comprehended without abridgement in a half-crowm rmrnber. 

The plan of the Quarterly Supplements of the Chronicle Isas follows : 
«-^The French press is daily publishing soifte most iroportant liislorical 
works ; these are usually translated into English, as soon as tliej iirrlre, 
by the London booksellers, and are published in London in expensive 
volumes, at Twelve Shillings and One Guinea each. Now by aciofitirig 
the plan of giving a Quarterly Supplemeiit to our Military Chronicle, 
which' only puts our subscribers to the expence of Half a Guinea ii> ilie 
year, we are enabled to give these books as they come out ; and tliy» to 
give them, by means of our small type, and a large page, a 13 s. book 
in a 3s. 6d* number. It is our intention in this way to give all the most 
▼aluable - books of the French press, (Histories, Memoirs, A^oyages, and 
Travels), as they come out, and invariably to give them without abricigo 
ment, and at the rate of 3s, fid* for an octavo volume of four liiiiirlrec! 
pages, which is exactly one fifth of the London trade price* One of 
our pages, in the same- type as the Military Chronicle, contaiiiB four 
pages of an ordinary oettivo- volume, and of course one of our numbers of 
SO pages contains a volume of. 320 pages, and by the omission of ilit 
wide spaces '400^ 
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ORIGINAL DIARY 

OF THE CONVEYANCE OF NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE TO 
ENGLAND AND THENCE TO ST. HELENA. 

Jnii/ — ^NAPOLEON urriv'ed at Rochefort the 3d of this month* 

He irnmediale!? proceeded to the hotel of the Mantirne Prefecture* 
It was iHiderstood by hiss suite that he had fixed his purposes upon the 
one of two prejeets; he Indulged an expectatiou that the Chambers 
would recal him, aiid give the rec|uired aids in men and moiieyj in wliich 
case he would have taken the comiTiand of the army of tiie Loire, and 
would doubtless have renewed the contest with the Allies* In the event 
of the failure of these hopes, but ordy in tliat event, he proposed his era- 
harkaiion. He was evidently oot informed, that his Excelienri/ the Duke 
ilfOirartfo^ % dite arrangemenis wlih his Exceiieneg ihe Duke of IPe/- 
/i/ig/o?i, had prepared the IZagHsh GoeenmenJ far ids arrieai ai lioche^ 
Jhri^ and that EagiLsh vessels were accordhigiy stationed there io miercept 
him. fie had yet to learn tluit the provident a'biiiiy id* the Duke of 
Otniiito at the same lime sijpjdied every thing; and that it was the Puke 
of Olranlo who, for the sake' of eHtabh^lMng the rigiRs of Louis the 
at the same time fjersnaded Napfdeon to procted to P,©cl'ielort for the 
purpose of embarking thenre to America^ and t>y a secret contract with 
the linke of Wellington had prepared the English upon that .staliou to 
intercept hiin. 

Jnip HiL — General Becker, -and the Maritiine Prefect, M. C* Baron 
cle Bofiuevoiix, represtUiled wulioot ceasing to Napoleon, that lie was 
losing t^ery vakiublc time in delaying at Hociicfort; that the •sm was 
open f und ihe whid/uemirabk ; that he liad made tm erigagement with 
the Diike of Otranto to €mb;-»rk' without delay; and that ijis contiouance 
ill Fraiice preveiiied the due settlement of aflairs'; that it was iherelbre 
expccietl that lie wdirui embark without loss of time ; and Napoleon, 
thus solfcitetl aecording to the commands ai' i\ie Duke of Otrantip rev 
plied, that he would embark the same eveoing-; and iiceordingly at te» 
o'clock of this day, be repaired on board the Saul, e.i»l ordered his 
suite to be distributed on board this frigate and the Aiedust* 

Jn/y the morning of this day, he disembarked on Ihe Lie 

of Aix, and visited its Ibrtifi cations* 

Jiiip lO/A.*— The winds were favourable for getting out, but the 
lish cruizers and tlie moonlight left the "frigate butdittle hofie of escaping* 
(ieaeral the Duke of Eovigo, and Count Lus Casses, were new sent by 
liiitt to ttie British Coinuiodore, requiring of him periiLbsion to past 
safely^ and with a menace that hc' would otlterwise force a passage. 
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Ju!^ ml,— *rhe Dttkeof Hovigo and Count Las Cusses returuHi thi» 
day* The Euglisb Captain, Captain MaitlaiKl, replied, that lie would 
accede. to'iio liucb safe, conduct ; that his ia>tr«cu(»»s vuu’r iu ciiurnrmity 
to the , state of war between the tw-o count ries ; and tlnit of rmirse he 
should resist such passage with all his force, d his day, Xapaleoii 
learned that the Ctmmbers were dissolved, and that the Kiiiu had iriude 
Ms entry into Paris. He had hitherto indulged the hoj^e tlnit the 
Cnambers would support the pretensions of his soo, ti)e yoiisjg Prince 
]S'iipoh-on of Austria, and that they w’ould have recalled himself to the 
comuiand of the arooies. These hopes were now lenninafed, ami he hi> 
gan to perceive the snare into which the Duke of OiraiUo had diivcii 
Mm ; that he was to become his peace offering; and tirat lie laid in 
fact been all along surrounded by his spies and emissarie.'. I-Je now 
became extremely indignant at; the discovery of this artifice; mid i|ioke 
of it as the most consummate villainy. 

Jnip l^tL — Oil the i^th he descended ivith bis suite and baggage on 
the isle of Aix. He. now mentioned his resolution tnther to force a pas* 
sage, or to endeavour to escape on board some small vessels wliicb he 
bad purchased for this purpose. 

Juii/ 13rA. — The small vessels, above mentioned, arrived lo the hie of 
■ Aix. But upon consultation with his suite lie abandoned this pui‘|.j.<)se* 
He now re}.)aired on board the brig Efiervier, and it was ii.nd.er.&tooc.l to 
be his intention to surrender to the English Commodore. 

JulylAtlu — As dangers of 'every kind were now thick€»rJiing a.roijiid 
him, and all the towns, forts, &e. had already hoisted the w'hite flag, lie 
again sent Count Las Casses and Lieutenant-General .Alh-mand to treat 
for. Ids rece|.)tion on board the Bellerophoo. Captain A..Iaitland agreed 
to receive .him upon the condition of saftdy conveying him to Englaiiil® 
but declined all farther stipulation. The Gentlemen left the biiip witli 
this answer, in Ifie evening, General Gourgaud, Aid-de-Cariip to Na«« 
poleon, arrived with a letter addressed by him to the Prince Ecgent^ 
...which was immediately forwarded to England in the Slaney. Coiiiit 
■Las Casses, and some servants, arrived in the same boat, and began lo 
prefiare for the arrival of Napoleon on the following day. 

Jwiy !5/A. — Napoleon mavle sail for the English v.essel, very early in, 
the morning of tins day. The state of the sea did not pemiil hiin to 
approach rapidly; the English Co,iiimodore perceiving him (this aceoinit 
'is 'tran.dated from the French), dispatched the boats of his ship to a:;- 
sist. Buonaparte and suite entered the barge upon its arrivab and 
reacbe! the English vesseb the .Bellerophon, Caf)tBi.n Maitland, at lievtui 
.otoloekiii the morning. Marsha! Bertrand entered the ship tirsf, anti 
i'oformed Captain Maitland that “ the Emperor wasdn the boaty' Na* 
poleon i.riuBe.diately followed. When became on the quarter-deck^ lie 
said with much grace and dignity,, Sir,— lam come to claim the pro- 
teclion of your Prince and.lawsd^ 

Captain Maitland received him ®^s a General in Chief (or according 
to his mstructiousi a.s a man of the first d'lgnity^ but iioijioyal}. The 
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■■iiiarioes df the ship were drawn up, but did not pay him any hoiioiirs^ 
except what are usual to Military Comtuauders iu Chief. But the natu- 
ral filings of English gentlemen, .and of the seamen, suggested that re- 
spect which belonged to his eontiition ; every one rerftrnibered that' he 
was 111 presence of one, who with the sole exception of England, had 
been the acknowledged master of Europe ; every one in tlieir own sym- 
pathy felt: and gave what was his.due, 

Buonaparte had scarcely reaclied the cabin, before lie sent his com- 
plifiierits to Captain Maitiand, and requested that the oflicers of the 
ship might be, introduced to him. The Captain and offi^eers imme- 
cliately attended him, and tiie Captain introduced tliern severally. Na- 
poleon received thein with much grace and iTianliuess, and it was ira- 
possible not to acknowledge that he was no ordinary mao. U'|)oo their 
being about to leave the cabin, “ You have the honofir, Geiitlemcn,'^ 
said he, to belong to the most "brave aod-oiost fortonate nation, in the 
universe.*’ 

Jtii^ — It has always been the habit witli Napoleo,n, to ,nse very 
early in the morairtg, — six o'clock is bis usual hour, and he rose tiiis 
moriiiog at tills time. He takes coMVe irnmaliately risiiig ; then 

reads, and at ten generali)- breakfasts. liis reading is idstory, muthe- 
iiuitics, and the military art ; lie i» himself one of the most eloqueti! and 
energetic speakers and writers; and employs even in im conversatiou 
words o1' tile most lively imagery. He reads, likewise as I onderstaiKl, 
with great taste and judgment ; hut is grievously annoyed at any vet-^ 
biage;— his fref|ueot expression is what is ec|uivalent to our term , — 'Vo 
the point, good friend. Every thing about Inm, in sltorf, speaks the 
extraordinary ehaVacter ; every thing about I'dni excites the wisli of tlie 
good Lew’is, — tfiat his virtues were equal to Ins talents. 1 rvotild have 
a litiie Ka|,Miieoii in gold,” said the Count d’Artois, ** if he we,re only 
decently moral. He has embellished our ciuintry, Gentlemen,— but has 
he not likewise destroyed it.” This is an aneedme I know to be true ; 
and it is hoiiourable to Monsieur. Mr. Burke used to say of Monsieur 
liiaiself, ** that Prince has the elegance of mind and lumuieis whic-h be- 
long to a clesceridaiil of Francis the first. Why is he so debiiucd,iec! ?— 
He strips his %voiiien in a room panuelled \viih4ol^ki^g«•gliisse^.” 

To return to Na|>oleon* He appeared on the deck at ten in the 
iiiorning, and accom^Kuiied Caf,jlain i^laitlunu to breakfast with AdmimI 
llolhum oil iioard the Superb, lire Admirai considered irimsclf as re- 
ceiving him in his own house, and tinuHied , the yards, kv* Captain 
Jiaillund luul not left with the same justice till the exampie had been 

him, but is one of those minds, .which knows wh.at beemues it when 
it sees it. lie had the yards similarly , man. oed to receive him on liis rc- 
ttirn. Is it not the interest of brave tiien to' honour eacii other. Why 
should every thing be granted to rank, and nothing to tlio^e cpialities 
which in other ages have made F,rinces. .Titis it not the feeling which 
belongs to English gentlemen* 

As Biionafuirte rises earlyj he retires early* Nine o'cluck,— left, 
at furthest is his usual hour* 
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July I7th » — At breakfast this day the conversation was Kgypt» I 
•■■should have been Emperor of the East,’'"' said tie, had it not ueeii for 
you English ; but yoii are sure to be found wherever there is water to 
float you.’* 

He had all the officers to dine with him invturn. Every one acknow-" 
ledgedhimto be the most complete geutleuian they had ever steii ; aod 
be gained so much even with the sailors, that their common salusalioii 
iii'passing him was, — “Glad to see your Honoor ; hope your ii:)iH?ur’s 
well.” He was frequently on deck, and endeavoured, as won hi a»),oear, 
to occupy his mind by UNking questions, as to the iiianagenieiit ol' tl.e 
ship. He expressed an anxious wish to arrive in EogUiul, ap«> 
peared to anticipate an honourable reception, 

July 2lst . — The siege of Acre was mentioned this clay at supper. 
His suite related an anecdote of much force. ^ Sir Sidney Smith piib- 
lished a proclamation peivonaliy abusiiig BiioDaparte ; Buonaparte re- 
plied to it in another in which he represented Sir Sidney as iusane. Sir 
Sidney in consequence sent him a peisoiiai challenge. “Teil Sir Sid- 
ney, that when the Duke of Marlborough arrives, I will meet bios.” 

July The wiiul havii\g Ivecome fair and frtsbenmg* it was ex- 

pected to reach I'orbay on the morrow of this day. I’he Duke of Ro- 
vigo spoke in great Contempt of the Prussians. They gave the whole 
merit of the battle of Waterloo to the Duke of Wellington ; they said 
Marsha! Birouchy occasioned its loss by not being upon the ground in 
due time, and that the Emperor had mistaken the Prussians for this 
Marshal, 

July S3d. — The Beilero|)bon passed Ushant this day. Napoleon 
looked with the greatest curiosity at tire land. He irequently exclaim- 
ed, “ What a beautilul country.*’ 

* 31 ondajft July 2itli . — Early this morning we were close in with the laud 
running into Torbay. Between five and six a. nr. Buonaparte iiiade his sp- 
pearance on deck, and continued there until we anchored. He appeared 
delighted with tiie prospect, and his approach to England. Looking tiirougli 
his glass, he frequently exclaimed in Frencii, “What a beautiful country!” 
As we rounded the Berry Head, he took notice that the barracks were deserted 
At eight A. M, we anchored, and were immediately surrounded with boats* 
Towards noon „several thousand people were collected in hopes of getting a 
glimpse of our curiosity. He occasionally showed himseir through the stern 
windows: laiid about three o’clock came upon deck, viewing the crowd througli 
his glass. He seemed struck with the beauty of the women, repeatedly crying 
out, ** U'hat clmmiiny girls! tvhut beautiful women!" and bowing to them, 

1 he coi'ijectures, contained in the several newspapers which now reached 
us, of the probability of his being sent to St Helena, cast a sudd eir gloom over 
the wliole party, _ Madame Bertrand appeared greatly iiiirt, and appealed tO' 

* What follows we owe to aic excellent Pamphlet j«st published, and which w,e. 
most warraly.recommeud to our readers. ' It is written whls as much abiUty as 

■ modesty, and will find, the praise it so well deserves. 'It is entitled ^Extract of' a 
.J onmih” 
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iBe against the opinions delivered, and the abusive expressions vented in them,’ 

I answered, that the sending of Napoleon to St Helena, could as yet be merely 
a surmise of the editors ; and that, as to any abuse the papers might contain, 

I was afraid they must prepare themselves to support a considerable portion 
of it. She said that the paragraphs in question liad been read to Buonaparte, 
who solemnly declared he never /would go there. 

General Go 81 rgaud returned to us from the Slaije}^, not having been permitted 
to lancl, 

Tuesdaj^i Juh/ Q4th , — Soon after daylight, the Belleroplion, was surrounded 
by boats, crammed with visitors of every description, Napoleon occasionally 
bowed to them from the stem windows. The newspapers again teemed vvith 
abuse, and spoke confidently of his being sent to St. Helena. All were dis- 
inayed and disconcerted. The Duke of ftovigo avowed most decidedly his 
determination to die .rather than sumbit to be sent tfiere. In the afternoon, 
Buonaparte showed himself to the swarming spectatoi's, fi*equently l)owirig ; 
this was returned by those in the nearest boats. He appeared pleased with 
their eagerness to see him, repeating, as did his officers, ven/ curious these 

JSnfflish (ire T' I was indeed surpj-ised at not hearing a disrespect fid or abusive 
word escape from any one , on the contrary, the spectators generally took ofF 
their hats %vheo he bowed. I liave reason to believe that he himself expected, 
and most justly, a very different reception. He was therelbre induced to gra* 
tify their curiosity to the utmost, remaining fully exposed to view for nearly 
an liour. 

In a conversation I had this afternoon with Madame Bertrand, she informed 
me that the murder of the Due d’Eiighein was entirely owing to the nmehina- 
tions of Talley rand: tliat when Napoleon* was made acquainted witii the horrid 
fact, it had such an effect upon him as absolutely to eudaiiger his life! 11 She 
added, moreover, that Talleyrand had repeatedly assured him, that he was not 
safe whilst a Bourbon remained in existence, and offered, for a ceitain sum of 
money, totally to extirpate tlie race. 

Wednesdaijt Jiih/ qWi . — At three a. m. we received orders to procenKi to 
Plymouth 5 we weigiied immediately in company with the My rmidon and 
Slane}^ This movement greatly alarmed the whole party. Many enquiricjs 
were made as to the probable moti%'e of this removal, and a conference was 
held by Buonaparte’s statf, the result of whicli J learned, was an expression of 
their unanimous opinion, that the British Government certainly intended to 
prevent his residence in this country On anchoring in Plymouth Sound, two 
frigates, the Eurotas and Liffey? were immediately stationed one on each side 
of us, and several guard boats commenced rowing round the ship. These pro- ' 
ceedings did not long escape the notice; of Buonaparte, who requested la know 
the reason of such precautions. After dinner he made his appearaoce,. stand- 
ing for some time on the gangway. Several boats had collecled round os, to, ' , 
whom he bowed, reconnoitring them, as- usual, llirougk his glass. He looked 
pak' and d^.ected, and' said but little. As it grewdark, the guard 'boats, being , 
unable to prevent the boats which still lingered round the ship from breaking’ 
through the ImiitS' assigned them, made frequent discharges of'omsqiietry. 

^ This is ex parte evidence, which, however unfavourable may be our opinion 
of M. Talleyrand’s moral character, most be received with caution. Other accounts, 
that never have heent/a.nd apparently never can be contradicted, assert, not merely 
Buonaparte’s: coimivauce In, but his conimnnd'of, this disgracefuland atrocious act^ , 
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The sound of these greatly discomposed him ; and he sent Bertrand to Captain 
Maitland, requesting that he would, if possible, prevent a repetitioin 
; Conversing with some of his officers, they launched forth in praise of le ffranei 
M?iperenr as the patron of art and science ; boasting that not only the treasures 
of the Louvre,:, but every town of the Empire, would exhibit to the admlra* 
tion of the latest posterity proofs of his magnificeoee, his taste, and zeal for ini^ 
provemeuE An English sailor’s blunt observations (as to the mode of ac-' 
qiiiriiig the greater part of these momiimeats of their master’s fame) seemed 
to astonish them. 

Tkttrsdu^f July ^7th — -Napoleon remained on' deck this day longer tliaii 
usual. He came out after breakfast, and continued upwards of an hour, I am 
told he was much gratided with the contents of a letter received by Captaia 
Maitland from Lord Kelt hj in which his Lordship requested Captain Mail*® 
land to return him thanks for the kindness and attention he had shewn hi* 
Nephew, who wa.s wounded and taken prisoner in the battle of Waterloo,---! 
have before mentioned that Buonaparte generally took coffee between six and 
seven in the morning 5 — his other meals were two. Breakfast at eleven,*— for 
which there were usually provided two iiot joints, besides made dishes, &:c^ 
Bliiner at six; — his appetite was generally good; in eating he sometimes 
makes use of his left hand in lieu of a fork. During the day he takes but little 
exercise, and usually sleeps between breakfast and dinner. Madame Bertrand 
informed me that he had of late become very inactive, and when last at Paris, 
generally slept a great part of the day. Not less than ten thousand people 
were collected this afternoon round the Bellerophon. Napoleon shewed him*’ 
self to them before and after dinner; frequently bowing to General Browne, 
the Governor, and those in the nearest boats, It was evidently his endeavour 
to impress (if possible) the spectators with an opinion of his aOability and 
condescension. 

Friday f July — About eleven a. m. Lord Keith came on board. He 

was introduced (o Napoleon, v/hom (as I learned) he now personally thanked 
for Ins attention towards his Nephews Buonaparte was, I understand, very 
pressing in his enquiries relative to his owii probable fate, and avowed his ip* 
teution of never being conveyed to St. Helena. 

He was always very anxious for the arrival of the newspapers, which lie 
eagerly read with the assistance of Bertrand and Las Casses, The news, ia 
those received to-day, ^vas by no means agreeable to him; and though wo 
may reasonably suppose, he did not believe the many ridiculous surmises they 
contained, ydt he geiierally appeared affected and agitated after the perusal* 
'The Courier,, perhaps, was the most violent against 'him, yet he always made 
a point of asking hrst for it. 

This day several transp.orts p.assed very near the Bellerophon bringing over- 
prisoners taken in the battle of Waterloo, many of whom were wounded. 
Several of these poor fellows with their bandages, &c. were on deck. I am 
unable to speak -as to the effect this sight (if he was a" witness of it) may have 
■ had upon^ Buonaparte, -as he was at the time in his cabin. His' officers belieic! 
them pass from the poop; the ideas, with' which it must Imve been associated, 
could not 'but render it' an affecting sceney, and, to do them justice, they ap* 
peared to' feel .it 

' " Buo'naparte appeared on deck for about half an hour before and after diiinei*. 

' Being completely surrounded by boats, he stood alternately on each side of 
the shipi bowing .and smiling- tO' the- spectators® la the evening several of his 
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other officers came on hoard from .the different ships in which they were dis- 
tribiitecL He appeared to converse freely widi them all. One of" them ad- 
dressing* me said, ** It is thus the Emperor always acts whether he be speakin.®* 
to a Idsig or a peasant,' this it is which makes him 'So beloved.” 

I enquired of Madame Bertrand why Napoieo.ii had been so hasty in quitting 
Elba ? She answered, that ‘‘some deputies had been sent to him from France^, 
iijviting'him instant.ly to return ; it being known that, immediately on the dis- 
solution of the Congress at Vienna, he was to be sent to St. Helena: it was 
IImk information which induced him to make the attempt sooner than lieother*® 
wise inleruied, and before his plans w'ere sufficiently matured.” 

Sd'tiirduj/, July -it rained during the greatest part of this day, and no 

boats having collected, Buonaparte was deprived of the opportunity of shewing 
himself. He therefore kept close, not vouchsafing his shipmates a peep at him. 

For the first time he dined off roast beef, and paid a just tribute to John 
Bulls good taste, by eating heartily of it. . He was, indeed, so much pleased 
with his new acquaintanee, that it found almost a daily welcome at his table 
during the remainder of his stay on board. 

As Napoleon seldom took any thing after dinner, and sat alone in his cabin^ 
all his officers, wdth the two ladies, generally gave us their company in an 
everiisig. Conversing respecting the battle of Waterloo, Marshal Bertrand ob- 
served, that “ had not the. Emperor made those repeated charges towards sun- 
set, he would have maintained his ground, and the battle at least have been 
drawn.” Speaking of the different great naval actions of the late war, our 
politeness and forbearance were put to a severe test ; the French gentry (rea- 
dily inventing an excuse for the result of every battle) attributed alF our vic- 
tories to accident or good-fortune.-— Why did they not force their passage from 
Rochefort, according to their friendly intimation ? Fortune might, perhaps, for 
once have accidtnlaily favoured them, or at least have smiled upon their 
1‘esolutioo. 

Sunday, July At the usual time, about half past five P. M. (an im- 

mense concourse of people being collected round the ship) Napoleon made his 
appearance, and, after walking a short time, repaired to the gang way. For 
the first time since he had been on board, he was not shaved. This surprised 
US, as we had been accustomed to remark his great and peculiar persona! neat- 
ness. We could only ascribe the change to his anxiety respecting bis fiite. 
He again expressed his admiration at. the great beauty of the women, viewing 
them through his glass, and occasionally taldng off his hat Upon his quitting 
the gang way (after remaining there about twenty mimjtes) many of the spec- 
tators cheered. Being close to him, I immediately fixed my eyes upon him, 
and marked the workings of his countenance. I plainly perceived, that he 
was mortified and displeased, and not a little agitated; attributing the shout, 
and I believe justly, to the exultation which they felt at having him in our 
possession. After he had retired, we were told he was taken ill- During the 
•might he sent out to rec|aest that no noise might be made over his head- The 
newspapers were again very violent, and spoke confidently of his conveyance 
to St. Helena. They stated likewise that Bertrand, Savary, and JVAllemaiid 
were proscribed by Louis XVIIL The two latter appeared much affected by 
the news, and made, I believe, frequent enquiries of Captain Maitland as to 
the probability of their surrender by the British Government, Go Bertrand it 
jeeiiied to make but little impression. He is most strongly attached to Buona- 
VOL. IV. No« J9. B 
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|>artej if he felt any thing, the feeling arose from the idea of not being 
permitted to accompany him to his final destination. 

Monday^ July 31st. — Napoleon cootiriued miwell the whole night At ten 
next morning, Lord Keith' and Sir H. Buiibury came on board, and were ini'* 
mediately shewn to his cabin. They brought him official information of the 
'resolntiori of the British Government to send him to St Helena, and tlial it 
ivas its order that he should in future be merely treated as a General. Against 
this resolution, 1 am told, he vehemently protested; declaring that lie pre- 
ferred being delivered yp to the Bourbons to being forced to St. Helena; aiicl 
that, such being the case,., he never would voluntarily quit the ship. He had 
placed himself under the protection of llie British natioss— -it was from it he 
had asked an asylum, and he trusted it would not be refused him. 

A few minutes before dinner he came upon deck, with' no other apparent 
design, than to gratify the surrounding spectators. He looked extremely til- 
and dejected. I should scarcely have imagined that so great a change coiild 
have taken place in so short a period. He was still unsliaven, and his couii* 
tenance, naturally sallows had now assumed a death-like paleness. Wfe were 
all in uncertainty as to the event. He, for the first time, this evening remained 
tiocovered during the greater part of the time he remained on deck. lo about 
ten minutes he retired to the dinner-table, but scarcely touched any thing. 
Bertrand seemed sincerely affected at the state of his master. 

Buonaparte this evening addressed another letter to His ffoyal Highness 
the Prince Regent; L’AIlemaiid did the same to Lord Melville. The latter 
stated his humane attention to some wounded British prisoners, whom he af- 
terwards liberated. He requested a reference might be made to them, and 
earnestly besought the protection of the British government. 

A few minutes before nine F. M. whilst I had the watch, Marshal and Bfa- 
dame Bertrand were walking iu very earnest conversation on the opposite side 
of the deck, when on a sudden, Madame, darting into Napoleon’s cabin, threw 
herself at his feet, where she continued about half a minute ; then starting op, 
rushed below into her own cabin, and bad nearly succeeded in precipitating 
herself out' of the quarter gallery window, when she was prevented by her 
husband and General Moutholon. The motive assigned, I heard, for this rash 
act, was tlie determination of her husband to follow the fortunes of Napoleon^ 
whatever they might be, even in death, Madame Bertrand continued deliri- 
ous the whole night. Under the apprehension that similar attempts might be 
shade, boats were stationed round the sliip until the morning. I discovered 
that from the time of Buonaparte’s 'coining on board one of his^^euerals had 
alternately kept* guard over him while he slept, 'This was surely done from 
respect, and not from any apprehension of danger I 

Tiimdmji Auyust Ish*— Buonaparte passed a sleepless night, and contiau£4 
'unwell. 

I understand he was extremely indignant when informed yesterday by Sir IL 
Bunbury of the order he had brought from Government for Ms beiiig ireatec'l 
merely as a general officer, your said he, " I have 'been ackmwiedgi'd 
as First Consul of France, and by all the other powers of EuTop£s as 'EMyeror s, 
why then am J to be treated as a mere gemml ■ 
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■ OFFICIAL, DOCU.MENTS. 

OF THE CONVEYANCE AND DEPORTATION OF NAPOLEON ■ 
BUONAPARTE. 

No. L 

Measures having been taken to prevent the escape of Napoleon Buonaparte^ 
It will be seen by the following extract of a letter from the Maritime Pre- 
fect of Rochefort to the Minister of the Marine, that the result has been suck 
as we had reason to expect. 

Rochefort, Jidt/ 15, — iO in the evening. 

In execution of your Excellency’s orders, 1 embarked in my boat, accompa- 
nied by Baron Ricard, Prefect of the Lower Charente. The reports from the 
roads for the 1 4th had not then reached me, but I was informed by Captain 
Philibert, commanding the Amphitrite frigate, that Buonaparte had embarked 
on board the Epervier brig, as a flag of truce, determined to proceed to th® 
English cruising station. 

Accordingly, at day-break, we saw him manoeuvring to make the English 
ship Bellerophon, commanded by Captain Maitland, who on perceiving that 
Buonaparte was steering towards him, had hoisted the white flag at the mizeii, 

Buonaparte, and the persons in his suite, were received on board the Eng- 
lish ship. Tiie officer whom I had left to make observatioiis, communicated 
to me this important news, and General Becker, who arrived soon after, con- 
firmed it (Signed) ^ Bonnefoux, 

Naval Captain, and Maritime Prefect 

No. IL — London Gazette Extraordinary, 

Foreign Office, July SI. — A dispatch of which the following is an extract^ 
has been this day received from Viscount Castlereagh, dated Paris, July 17 ^ 

1815: 

‘'tSince dosing my dispatches of this date, I have received the accompanying 
commiinicatioiFfrom this Government: 

• (translation.) — I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that Napo- 
leon Buonaparte, not being able to escape from the English cruisers, or from 
the guards kept upon the coast, has taken the resolution of going on board the 
English ship Bellerophon, Captain Maitland, 

I have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) Le Due D’Otrante 

To Ms Excdlency Lord Yiscount Castlereagh, 

No- III. — From the London. Gazette. 

Admiralty Office, July 95, 1815 — Extract of a Letter from- Captain 
Mlaitknd, of His Majesty s Ship Bellerophon, to John Wilson Croher, Esq, 
.flatedin Basque Roads, the hitli mstant. 

For the information 'of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I have to. 
acquaint you, that the Count Las Casses and General L’ Allemand, this „day 
came 'on board His Majesty ’s ship under my command, with a proposal for me 
to receive on board Napoleon Buonaparte, for the purpose of throwing him^ 
self on the generosity of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

Conceiving myself authorised by their Lordships’ secret order, I have acceded 
to the proposal^ and lie is to embark on bo.ard this .ship to-morrow morns ng« 
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That no misanderstanding might arise, I have explicitly aiicl clearly explaioecl 
to the Count La.s Casses, that I have no authority whatever for granlicg terms 
of any sort; but that- ail 1 can do is to convey him aiid his siiite to England^, 
to be received iu such manner as his Royal Highness may deem expedient 

1:^0. W, ^Extract from the Offickl Corresimiidtme of the Idmitime Prefect 
Sf EoeheforL 

• Roehefortf Jul.}/ 17, 1B15« 

Mooseigneur, I have the honour to inform your Excel lern;}, tiiut the vessel 
of His Britannic Majesty, the Beilerophon, on board of which Napoleon Biio- 
iiaparte-^.' embarked the i5th of the month, set sail for Engiaiid yesterday, the 
16J h, at one oTIock in the afternoon. 

The ship carries, besides that personage, all tije persons who have attached 
thernseives to his fortunes. The list is here added ; they were at iirst diviaed 
among the frigates ,La Sa.al and La Mednse ; they afterwards passed on the 
14th, in the eveou'ig, to the brig L’Epervier, whence they were couveyed in 
the boats of the EtJglish division, commanded by Admiral Sir Henry Hotliarn* 

List of the parincipal^ personages embarked on board the BeilerophoiTwith 
Napoleon Buenaparte. 

Limiteiiant-General Count Bertrand, Grand Marshal of the Palace*. 

The Countess Bertrand, and three children, 

Lieutenant-General the Duke of Rovigo. 

Lieiilenant-General L’Aliemand. 

TheMarshal-de-Cump Baron Courgnud, Aide-de-Camp to Napoleoa,. 

The Alarshal-de-Camp Mouthoioo-Scmonvllle, ditto. 

The CountessMoiitholon Semonvilie, and a child. 

The Count Las Casses, Counsellor of State, .and his son, Page to Napolcoa# 

M. Resigay, chief of a squadron, orderly officer. 

M. Pianat, chief of a squadron. 

Al. Auslrie, heateiiant of ditto. 

AL Sdiiula, chief of a squadron. 

Af. Pointkorski, captain. 

M. Mercirer, captain. 

M. M.'dngautt, surgeon to Napoleon, 

Here todow the tiarnes of fujiy iadivicliials eomposiog -the suite of Napoleon^ 
and of the other passengers embarked with him. 

■ • (Higued) Baron Bohxefoux, 

dO Ms Excellency the 31in{steT oj the d'A.KZciite and Coiouii'S, 


^ No. V.~neport made to Ms E.reeUena/ the Minister of Marine and Colonics, 
t>y the Captain of a Frigate, De Figiiy, speeiailg se 7 it to Rochefort. 

^ M'jiist%ojeur, I bavc llie lioncui- to send to joiii- Exce'deiicy a cktaii of the 

vvhiiii I have tolJeeted relative to the mission with whieh I was 
charged to Roeiietbrt. 


Ai riving at this jiort, on the morning of the 1 Sth, I learned that Buonaparte 
had sa.led for Englaird, in the ship of tiis Britannic Majesty the Bellerophon. 

Captain Maitland, on the 16Urof June, at half past one o’clock in the after- 

noon, 

official cothmunications on this subject 
With Admiral Hoth am, commanding the English staiion, I immediately wrote 
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to liiiB, seiiding* at tlie same time the dispatches of Mr. Croker, Secretary of 
tlie Admiralty of England, of which I was the bearer.. These letters were con- 
veyed to the Admiral by the Lieiiteuimt de Vaisseau Fleur iau, \v horn your 
Excel Seocy had associated with me. ■ ■ 

It appears from the diiierei.t communications which 1 have bad with the 
English Admiral and the Maritime Prefect, that Napoleon, on arriving at 
Ptoclieforl the 3 J of July, resided at the Prefect's house till the 8th. Urged by 
General Becker, w iio was charg'ed to escort him until going on board, and by 
Baron Bonuefoux, the Maritime Prefect, to- avail himself of every opportunity 
offered by wind and tide, he at last resolved to embark in the boats which 
waited for him every tide, and went on board the Sard at 10 at night, dividing 
Ills retiiiue between Ifiat frigate and the Medns.i. 

Next day theOth, he landed on ibe Isle of Aix, and visited the fortifications. 

On the IGth the winds weie nivoorsble for putting to sea,- but the English 
cruisers and the mooidiglit left the frigates but little hope of csc’ajie. 

From the 10th to the i Iuj Napoleon sent in a flag of truce on board the Eng- 
lish vessel the Eelierophon, iJessrs. General Savary and Las Casses. This 
flag of truce returned on the i 1th. 

Between tlie 1 itli and the i'OtIg Napoleon learned from bis brother (Joseph) 
the dissolution of the chambers, tmd the Kiug’seuirauce into Paris. Up to this* 
last moment Buonaparte had often expressed an opniion, that the Ciiamberjs 
would recal him *, he eitiier wished tiius to impose upon the authorities around 
him, or really clierislied tlie hope. 

On tlie he landed on the Isle of Aix, witli his suite and baggage, and 
on the niglit of the ISlh two half-decked boats a.rriv-'ed ilicre from itocliefortf 
It would appear (hat Napoleon had purclrased them with a design of embarking 
in them; and attempting, under cover of the night, to reach a Dauish smack, 
with which it is supposed he had bargained, and which was to wait for him at 
the distance of 30 or 40 leagues. Why he did not avail himself of these ar- 
rangements isiiiiktiown ; propably because theytippeared to him too hazardous. 

Oil the night of tlie idlh he went on board the French brig Epervier. Aaid 
on the evening of the ]4tb. General Becker, wlio had been parleviug on board 
the Eoglisii cruisers, having returned, Napoleon caused his suite and baggage 
to be put on board the Epervier. 

Oil the iwoniing of the loth, this vessel was perceived making sail with a 
flag of truce towards the Adodrafs ship; (he state of the sea not permitting it 
to approach rapidly, some English, boats came to meet them, and conveved 
the passengers on board the -Befleroplion. Under these -circornstances Lien- 
■ tenant Jourdaig Cooimandaat of the Epervier, thought it his duty to ask, and 
accordingly ohlrdncd from (he Captain of the Bellerophoii a written c'erUlicate 
of the transfer of Buonaparte on board that vessel. 

• On the same day a frigate on the station weighed and made sail for England* 

Oil the loth tlie Bellerophon set sail at half-past one in the afternoon. The 
little wind there ha.s since been, togcBier with its direction, do not permit the 
supposition that he could arrive in England before the night of trie I9ih. 

On ,t!ie 1,7th the Maritime Prefect of Rochefort issued to the troops and sea- 
men under his orders, a proclamation which, while it announced the re-eii- 
traiice of his Majesty into Paris, amidst the acclamations of all the inhabitants, 
ordered them to assume the white cockade. 

The white flag was hoisted on the forts, and on board the vessels in the 
floads mi the 17tli at iioonj and saluted by artillery.. 
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.Oil tlie I5th Baron Boiinefoiix bad intimated his intention to Use troo[)S wil- 
der his command of causing these colours to be niounled ; but tlifidbef of 
battalion, commandant. of the place, not having received the orders ndidrcssed 
to the generals, his superior officers, M. Bonnefoux though it right to delay till 
he could act in concert with this superior officer, who speedily received from 
the Marshal de-Camp Bertrand, commandant of the Loyver Ciiarente, orders 
to imitate the movenient of the navy. 

I must not omit informing your Excellency, that the praderst measures 
taken by the Mfiritmie Prefect, and by the Marshal-de-Camp Bertrand, would 
have prevented the designs of theill-affecied, if sticli had existed. 

Rochefort and Rochelle are animated with the best spirit j and these {,)orts, 
though the last under the influence of Buonaparte, were not the .least forward 
"in maoifestiug their attachment to the person of the King, and ilieir joy on 
learning the arrival of our august Monarch in his capital. 

Your Excellency .will find hereto subjoined tlie copy of a letter, aflclressed 
by Napoleon to the Prince Regent of EnglaiKi, and winch must have reached 
his Royal Highness by means of the English cruisers. 

I beg your Excellency to accept th«? honr^geof my profound respect. 

» H M3 E Rsgny, Captain of a Frigate. 

No. VI. — Copjf of Buonaparte^s first Letter to His Boj/al Highness the Prince- 
Regent; forwarded to England by General Gourgaud, in the Slaney^ on the 
t4ih of Jidy, 

Altesse Royalt!, Roelipfori,’ is JuiUetj IS 15.. 

Pn butte aiix hictions cpii divisent mon payji, at a Finimitie des plus graiides 
puissances de TEuropc, j’ai termini ma carriere politique j et je viens, comme 
Themistocle, m’asseoir snr !es foyers du people Britannicjue, Je me metssoiis 
la protection de ses lois ; que je reclame de V. A. R. comme le plus puissant, le 
plus constant, et le plus genereux de mes ennemies, 

Napoleon t 

(TRANSLATION.) 

Y'our Royal Highness, .Rochefort Jtdy ISth, 1815. 

Exposed to factions which divide my country, and to the enmity of the greatest 
powers of Europe, I have terminated my political career 3 and I come, like 
Themistocles, to seat myself on the hearths of the British people*. I place my- 
self under the protection of their jaws; which [protection] I demand of voiir 
Royal .‘Highness, as the most powerful, ' the most constant, and the most gene* 
•rous of my enemies. . ^NafoleoM : 

No. VIL— Protect of Napoleon against Ms removal to Si, Helena, 

Abord du Belleropkon a la me}\ le 4 Aowt, 1 815. — Je proteste sol emiiel lenient 
ici a la face du Cie! et des hommes, centre la violation de oies droits les plus 
sacr^s en disposant par la force de ma personae et de ma liberty. Je suis veim 
liforement a bord du Beherophon : Je ne suis prisonnier, Je suis Fhote de 
I’Angleterre. 

Je suis Venn a I’instigation du capitaine, qui a dit avoir des ordres du gouverii- 
aient de me recevoii-j et de me "conduire en Angleterre avec ma, shite, si cek 
’’nfetoit agreable. Je me suis presente de bonne fol poor venir me^mettre sous 
la protection des lois d’Angleterre. 

^ To throw ..myself ispoa the hospitality of the British .people.' ' , 


I 
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AossitM assis abord da Belierophon, je fas sur le foyer du peuple Britanniqiie. 
Si le Gouveroniejit eo doiinaat des ordres au Capitaiue du Bdleropimo de me 
recevoir aiosi que ma suite, n’a vouJu qiie teudre aue emboiiche, ii a forfait a 
riioiineur et fietri soo pavifloo. 

Si cette acte se cOnsommoit, ce seroit en \'’ain que les A nglais voudroient 
parler a FEurope de leur loyaute, de leur Joix, de leur iiberte. La foi Britan* 
iijque se trouvera perdu dans I’hospitalit^ du BeHeropbon. 

J’en appelle a I’histoire— elle dira q’uii enneu|i qui fa vingt aiis la guerre an 
peuple Anglais, vint libremeut clans son iofortune die rdi er une/asiJe sous seg 
Joix; queUe plus eclatante preuve pouvoit il doniier de son estimeet desa con- 
fiance ? Mais commeat repoadoieiit on en Angleterre a taut de magnanimite ? 
On feignoit de tendre uiie main liospitaliere a cet eniierai, et quand il se fit 
'|ivre de bonne foi on Fimmola. Napoleon. 

Oil hoard the Belierophon at Sea, Aiiffust 4f ]B15, 
Teamslation.-- I protest solemnly in the face of heaven and of men, against 
tbe violation of ray most sacred rights, by the forcible disposal of my person, 
and of my liberty. I came freely on board the Belierophon : I ain‘ not the 
prisoner, I am the guest of England. 

I came at the iiistigalion of the captain, who said, that he had the orders of 
his goveromeot to receive and conduct me and my suite to England, if such 
was my wish. I have presented myself in good faith for the purpose of placing 
myself under the protection of the laws of England. ^ 

Ooce seated on board the Belierophoii,! was immediately entitled to the hos- 
pitality L' /oyer of the British people. If the Government, by 

giving orders to the Captain of the Belierophon to receive me and my suite, 
intended merely to lay a snare for me, it has forfeited its honour aiid sullied 
its flag. 

If this act be consummated, it will be in vain that the English will talk to 
Europe of their integrity, of their laws, of their liberty. The British faith will 
• foe lost ill the hospitality of the Belierophon. 

I appeal, therefore, to history — it will say that an enemy who made "war for 
twenty years on the people of England, came voluntarily in his misfortunes to 
seek an asylum under its laws. ■ What more striking proof could he give of his 
esteem, and of his confidence? But how did they” answer it in England? 
They pretended to hold out an hospitable hand to this enemy, and when he 
surrendered himself to them in good faith, they sacrificed him. * 

'Napoleon. 

No, VIIL — The following Summary of the Instructions, given h/ Zord.Batliursi, 
to Sir George Cochhim, as to ike Conduct to he observed t.omm-'ds-Muonajmrtef^ 
is extracted from the Hamhurgli paper $>> 

Given at the War Office, July SO, 1815. 
The baggage, wine, table service, and provisions, which Buonaparte may 
iiave taken with him, are to be taken on board the Belierophon. 

His money, diamonds, saleable effects, and bills' of exchange, to be delivered 
ap ; he is to be informed that the British Government takes upon itself the ad- 
atinistration of his effects, so that he may not use them to promote his flight: 
|:hey are not cqnfiscateci 

^ J was upon the hearth 
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The examination of his effects is to he made in the presence of a person 
named by Buooa’parte, who sliould-take an iii verifory. 

The iiiterestj or the principal, (according as his property is more or less con* 
siderable) to be applied to his support. 

• In ease of death he can dispose of his property by will. 

■The property of his attendants subjected to tlie same regnlafions, 

Buonaparte to be constantly attended by an officer appoiatecl by the Adiiii« 
ral or til e Governor. If allowed to go out of the bounds where the seiitiiiels 
a.re placed, an orderly- man at*least to accompany him. 

When ships arrive, and as long' as they are in siglit, the General to remaia 
confined to the limits ^vliere the sentinels are placed, Jduring this time ail 
communication with the inhabitants is forbidden. His companions in St. He- 
lena areshbject during this time to the same rules, and must remain w'ith liiiB® 
At other times it is left to tlie judgment of the Admiral or Governor to make 
the necessary regulations concern ing them. 

If he makes any attempt- to fly, he vviil then be put under close confinenieiit | 
and -if it should be found' th;^t his attendants are plotting to prepare liis flighty 
they will be separated from him, and put under close eoofinement. 

All letters addressed to the General, or to persons in his .suite, must be de- 
livered to the Admiral or Governor, w'bo will read them before he suffers 
them to be delivered to those to whom they are addressed. Letters written 
by the General, or his suite, are subject to the same rule. 

No letter that does not come to St. Helena through the Secretary of State® 
must be communicated to the General or his attendants, if it is written by a 
person not living in the island. All their letters addressed to persons not liv-™ 
ing in the island niusfc go under the cover of the Secretary of State. 

Admiral Cockburnto be responsible for the person of Buonapaite till the 
arrival of the new Governor. He may retain liim on board his ship, or con- 
vey him on board again, when, in his opinion, secure detentiori cannot be ef- 
fected without. 

The Admiral to send suspicious persons from St Helena to England upoa 
his arrival* 

The whole coast of the island, and all ships and boats that visit it, are placed 
under the surveillance of the Admiral, - * 

Orders will be given to prevent, after a certain necessary perioch any foreign 
or mercantile vessel from going to St. Helena, 

■ If the General should be sei2ed with serious' illness,, the Admiral aiicl the 
Governor will each name a physician, who erij-o'ys their confidence, in. order to 
attend the General in^ common with his own physician j they will give them 
strict orders to give in every day a report on "the state of his health. In case 
of his death, the Admiral will give orders to -convey his body to Eiiglanci 
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ORIGINAL NARRATIVE OF MY SERVICES, 

. IN THE YEAR 1813. 

. {Translated from the French J 

IT is ..the duty of every Frenchman to preserve the glory of the 
'French name. I had the honour of participating in a service which our 
future aonals will record with due praise. I come forward therefore 
to relate those events which I saw, and in which I acted a part My 
journal is thal of the siege of Dantzic, ^and the object of my narrative 
to do justice to those brave men, who endured for a' whole year the hor- 
rors of hunger, cold, pestilence, and war, separated from their beloved 
country by a distance of twelve hundred miles, and surrounded by nu- 
merous armies, and entire hostile nations. The Emperor has been ge- 
nerally blamed for having left so many brave men amidst these remote 
ramparts. But his situation imposed on him the duty of holding that 
important place, where he had vast magazines, one hundred and twenty 
thousand muskets, an immense depot of grain and clothing, arid twelve 
millions, raised off the duchy of Courland, 

Those magazines and riches which could not be carried off, amidst the 
disorder and precipitate retreat, which in an unforeseen manner ter- 
minated the campaign of Moscow, would alone have been sufficient 
to justify the resistance made at Dantzic, A motive still more noble 
rendered its preservation an imperious duty. The thirtieth division 
of infantry, and fifteen hundred dragoons cantoned in Mecklenburgh, 
had received peremptory orders to march towards Koeningsberg, to 
support the grand army, which from the rigour of a dreadful season, and 
the efforts of an enemy, whose confidence and boldness were encou- 
raged by our misfortunes, fell back ,oii every side. This division was 
fifteen thousand men strong, if that character could be given to youthful 
cooscripts, of which it was almost entirely composed. The fatigue of 
forced marches had wasted away the strength of those feeble soldiers, 
when on their arrival at Labiau, they were witnesses of the tumultuous 
retreat of the wreck of the grand army. Rallied by the corps of Mar- 
sha! the Duke of Tarentum (Macdonald), they made good a retreat, the 
miseries of which they could not much longer have supported ; had they 
been obliged to maintain a few marches more, those harassed soldiers 
would have fallen into the hands of the enemy, or must, have remaii|fid 
on the Prussian roads, had not the gates of Dantzic been opened to oSer 
theim a refuge. A, vast number of other troops, and particularly a train 
of artillery, consisting of sixty pieces of cannon, arrived about the same 
time in the city. On taking an account of the force of the garrisoitf, the 
"inimbers amounted to thirty-three thousand men, but by a most singula^ 
diversity, and which must, evince the disorderly retreat from MoscoW|^ 
■those thirty-three thousand men belonged to a number of different 
nations. 

Yoh. lY. Np.m,. 
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Count Rapp was the Governor of Daotzicjancl wag worthy of the com- 
maod* He was nobly su p ported by generals of the fi rst merit* M« Cam* 
predoos General of Division, commanded the engineers, the direction of 
which corps was entrusted to M. llichmoDt, Colonel of that corps, an 
officer brave and indefatigable, ahimated by the most romantic honour, 
and recalliog to memory the chlvalric virtues attached to his name^ 
Genera! 'Le|io, so eminently distinguished by those talents wliicli placed 
him in the first rank of superior officers, commanded' the artillery* The 
divisions of infadtry were under the orders of the Generals Heodelet and 
Grand Jean t under the command of the latter was a ' corps of Bavarians 
'end Poles, amongst whom shone particularly conspicious the brave and 
amiable Prince Michael Radzivill. 

General Detres, Aide-de-camp to the King of Naples, was at the head 
of the division of Neapolitans ; General Cavaignac corirmanded two 
thousand horse ; the marine was under the direction of Rear-Admiral 
Dumanoir ; Monsieur de Herec^urt filled the duties of Major-General, 
Chief of the Staff: the long residence: of this officer in Dantzic, joined 

to his personal merit, made litSA valuable in a double capacity* ' Mr. Bar- 

^'tolfeuffTire management of civil affairs, with equal zeal 'and 

disinterestedness. 

Daotzic, situated at the mouth of the Vistula, and washed on one side 
by that river, is one of the most considerable cities of the conti'nent, by 
its size, commerce, riches, and strength. To the north it is covered by 
vast inundations, which at that side render it inaccessible ; on the south 
it is defended by formidable redoubts, and on its walls were mounted six 
hundred pieces of cannon* 

However, the immense works ordered by the Emperor Napoleon had 
not yet been finished, and the system of defence was as yet imperfect ; 
but what particularly alarmed the garrison was the dreadful .coldness of 
the' weather, which had frozen the immense waters, by which one side 
of the *city was protected, in such ' a manner, that those mounds and 
luarshes formed by nature to serve' as a kind of humid rampart for its 
defence, became transformed into solid plains, which might easily afford 
to the besiegers access to the place. In order to oppose anew to the 
enemy a barrier of waters, the officers of engineers deterained' on break- 
ing the ice. " This was, an ' incessanf task, painful and destructive to a 
'crowd of soldiers, who, fatigued by the consequences of thelast campaign, 
ctlild ill support this laborious toil and pain-disturbed by the eneiny, 
benumbed by the frost,, and. beat down by the northern blast, every mo- 
ment at the hazard of disappearing amidst the' waives, they 'went from one 
sheet oficeto another, endeavouring to break , during the day, the brittle 
work w'bich the winter^s night still closed around them® Amongst tlie 
soldiers employed in this manner, were eight h'undred Spaniards, in the 
■service of France,'- who, far distant from the lovely, fertile p%iiis of 
Castile and Aiidalusia, shared a warlike banishment in those nor them 
regions. , A dreadful scourge moreover now appeared. On the retreat 
' #f the' French army from Moscow, the greater part of the sick wliick" 
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, accoDipaoied it^ was left behind in the different villages .tbroiigh which 
i t. forced itself a jiassage* Dantzic bad received already ten thowsand 
of these victimsj but by an oversight of which almost all strong places 
afford a mekocholy example, it had neither hospitals, beds, or supplies 
of any kind prepared. These unfortunate men, the conquerors of Smo«» 
iensko and Moscow, now expired daily from* the moment they had 
reached Dantzic, The pestilential exhalations, which issued from this 
mass, of putrid bodies, spread on every side an epidemic disease, which 
iudisciimioately seized on both citizens and soldiers. The soldiers now 
almost regretted their . escape from the devouring flames of Moscow, the 
w^atery gulphs of the Beresina, or the dreary snows of Lithuania, 
These dying victims, covered with rags, were seen wandering through 
the streets, accosting the passengers with* wild laughter or vacant folly^ 
and all those signs of distraction and delirium, which attended this tHs*» 
order. Three hundred persons daily died of it. The Generals 
Franceschy and Gault were amongst its first victims. Crouds of indi- 
viduals of^ every sex, age, and rank, followed without interval ; and 
every quarter of this great city became the scene of sorrow and of 
mourniog. The funeral procession of the senator was only mterrupted 
by the military obsequies paid to the French officer, and the same 
-grave received the Pole, the Batavian, the Tuscan, Saxon,^ Spaniard, 
Westphalian, Bavarian, Neapolitan, and Frenchman. During the last 
inonient of their existence, these different foreigners, burning with the 
love of their native soil, in vain, wildly invoked their beloved families 
and friends, and called for their country, which, alas 1 they were des- 
tined never more to behold. 

General Rapp wished to conceal from the enemy this fatal destruction. 
All funeral ceremonies, attendants, and parade, were forbidden. From 
that time, neither the mournful sound of the muffled drum, nor the sa- 
lute bred over the grave of the hero were any longer heard at his inter- 
ment. One only saw the funeral procession of the citizens, followed by 
a melancholy few, composed of relations and friends, dressed in mourn- 
ing, The grave-diggers were ordered to carry off privately the bodies 
of the dead, and a widow, a sister, or a child, in spite of their emotions, 
obliged to stifle their sorrows, formed the only escort that accompanied 
the beloved object they had lost to the grave. During these clandes- 
tine burials, death brought its victims to the terrible level of equality, 
and in those frightful moments, there w^as nothing to soothe or disguise 
the horrors: of dissolution. The plague carried off twelve thousand of 
the iohab:i -.hts., and twenty-one thousand soldiers. Ten thousand men, 
•able to carry arms, scarcely remained. 

At a moment' when this small number appeared insufficient to guard 
the interior fortified works of Dantzic, .the Governor uoderti>ok to,de® 
fend, not only the body of .the place,, b.ut even the immense •giibu'rts. 
Had General Rapp determined not to defend them, h/ would have been 
obliged, aqcordiog to the barbarous ijoli.cy of w^ar, to burn and destroy 
^theia. . In yielding' up to iiumanity this horrible riglit, C;Ouat Rapp' 
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conciliated the minds of all the inhabitants of DantziCj who from that 
'tooment became devoted to him, through a sentiment of gratitude. 

The Russians manoeuvred in the environs of the place, blockading 
the different passages from it, and it became highly important to the be- 
sieged to get information of their numbers, designs, and positions; but 
however great .the temptations held out, no one' would venture it.^ This 
’deficiency of spies, devoted to the garrison, left the Governor in a state 
of uncertainty and hesitation which threw a damp on every kind of -en- 
'terprise. Dreading a coup de main or stratagem, wbicji it was almost 
impossible to foresee or prevent, it became necessary to multiply the 
seatincd's, the patroles, and videttes. The garrison was thus kept in a 
continual state of watchfulness; the soldiers wearied by the fatigues of 
the day were torn from their repose at night ; their strength became 
weakened, but nothing could diminish their ardour and their zeaL 

When General Rapp' was so fortunate as to gain over some nativespto 
act as spies, their intelligence was almost always defective. ^ This arose 
from the unexpected and extraordinary movements which took place 
during the siege, and the variety of changes and alterations in the Rus- 
sian armies ; for at this particular period their troops were eagerly 
pressing upon the rear of our grand army, and only appearing in the en- 
virons of Dantzic, then pursued their route. At times they reconnoitred 
the place for number of days — then other corps succeeded to the 
blockade, who still yielded their places to new battalions. Thus DanW 
zic beheld almost all the corps of the Russian army, yet in the interior 
of the place, they could form no judgment of the forces which sur- 
rounded it. All that could be learned positively was, that General Pla- 
toff was ^ne of the first who arrived there, at the bead of eighty thou- 
sand men, composed partly of Cossacks and Basquirs. These commu- 
nications did not alarm the garrison ; It heard with delight the orders it 
received, to make partial sorties to the distance of two or three leagues 
Irom the city. These daily excursions had in view the threefold objects 
of exercising the soldiers, of pushing forward the reconnoitring parties 
towards the advanced posts of the eoemy, and of procuring in the neigh- 
bouring fields, cattle and forage, of which the place was* in want. 

Those "dangerous expeditions, unexpected rencontres, and repe^teci 
sldrmlshes, gave "opportunity to numbers of our military enthusiasts to 
display their valour and determined bravery. A variety of such affairs 
tbok place from, the d 5th .of January, i8‘l3-, to the 5th of Bfarch,^ ensu- 
ing, oii' whicb day a general engagement took place. Meanwhile disease 
daily continued to:: prey upon.ita victims ; and, 'great as the precautions 
were which the Governor observed, the Russians became acquainted 
with the weakness of the garrison, . now reduced to one-third of its ori- 
ginal ' strength. They' supposed, that an assault boldly made on every 
side, and with overwhelming forces, would be sufficient to carry a place 
lard desolate by a permanent^ disease. On the 5th of March, they at« 
tacked with fury the suburbs, the most important of which were Stolt- 
jseubhrgh,' Ohraj, and Schidlitz^, which situation^ had beett isiade the 
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depots of the Baltic trade; and aLo Laagfuhr, a place remarkable for 
the beaotj of its plantations, gardens, and the enchanting summer 
treats with which it abounded. On the approach of the Russians, the 
French troops, to whom the defence of those suburbs was committed® 
assembled instantaneously ; the enemy pushed forward with his principal 
force from the entrances which are in the rear of Langfuhr, and wished 
to seize ori the fortihed houses which terminate the avenu^ leading to 
this suburb. On every side a brave resistance disconcerted his projects^ 
However, after the most heroic efforts of both parties, the enemy be- 
came masters of the village of Stries, which gave them possession of the 
first Imildings in Langfuhr, The subnrh| of Stoltzenburgh and Scliid- 
11 tz were attacked and defended with eq dal ardour. Thrice wa§ this 
last qiiiivtcr taken possession of by the enemy, and as often retaken by 
the thirtietli division, —those very soldiers Miose youth and debility 
have already been taken notl^ of, as rendering them iinequarl to the 
fail g'ues of war. Yet did national honour transform theiii into heroes. 
They seemed to inciease in 'size and strength in presence, of the enemy; 
and. worthy of erriulating the most intrepid veterans, they astonished, by 
their co.Mduct, tlie Chief of Battalion Clement, who commandecf with 
immoveable calmness this post, so violently assailed. All the southern 
side of the place resfoutuied with the noise of artillery, the clashing of 
arms, the shouts of the combatants, and the grotms of a crowd of citizens 
and distracted females, whose liresides had beccmethe scenes of a dread- 
ful carnage — a numf)er of posts had fallen into the power of the Rus- 
isiaos, who had even penetrated into a part of the fcubi\rl>s of Ohra, in 
«pit€ of the excellent dispositions made by General Devilliers, who was 
wounded early in the action, and of the Chief of Battalion Bourant| who 
both arrested, with tiieir troops, the rapid progress of an impetuous ene- 
my„ The Russians still continued to pour in their second columns 
when Count Rapp, informed of this g-eneral attack, ordered the troops 
in the interior to sally out; eagerly impatient, they burst open the gates 
of Dantzic, and Hew with enthusiastic rapidity towards the suburbs : on 
sight of these reinforcements, whose decisive manoeuvres were directed 
by the Gpveroor, and executed by the Generals DTdeudelet and Grand ^ 
Jean, the enemy retired, astonished at the resistance made by men they 
had already deemed conquered by disease, and amazed to find those sol- 
diers they supposed almost dying, still able to hurl defiance back upon 
their enemies. 

General Grand Jean had two horses wounded under him ; the Sixth 
Neapolitan Regiment performed wonders on the plain it was charged to 
defend ; Lieutenant General Detres had two horses killed, and nearly 
every Officer of bis Staff wounded ; Colonel Degonnara received several 
balls ID his clothes. “The Russians fell back with loss, and yielded, but 
in good order, the ground they bad momentarily occupied, whilst they 
made along the whole of their line a retrograde movement. Some thou- 
sands of them remained in the houses at Ohra and Langfuhr, supposing' 
their companions masters of the city,- they only thooght*of enjoying dsi'"' 
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this fulness of health and life gave the most unbounded enjoyment to 
their imagination ; brilliant hopes, fraught with dreams of glory and of 
happiness, beg-aa to animate with their delusive prospects the bosoms of 
those heroes, who, far distant from their country, had no means of safety 
left, but in their courage, and in their arms. Recollecting the glorious 
days of Austerlitz, Jena, and Ratisbon, they believed that the hero, 
who so often led them with rapidity from the north to the south, would 
quickly return on the wings of victory, to conduct them once more 
to the banks of the Vistula and the Niemen. In this expectation, 
they applauded themselvelves for having preserved, 'by their resistance, 
those immense and precious magazines, in which consisted the supplies 
for a war, which, according to their imaginations, they would yet carry 
into the heart of Russia. Whilst those ambitious and flattering hope* 
were indulged by the army, they were far from imagining the disastrous 
state to which their Emperor bad been reduced by tfie fortune of war. 
They could not suppose that he whom they beheld in ideasappear once 
more victorious before their ramparts, should have- been forced to quit 
the wrecks of hrs army, whilst the Russians entered into Eerlin, and ad« 
vanced even to Magdeburgb. They knew not that all Prussia had 
taken up arms against France, with an enthusiasm and fury which an- 
nounced their determination to conquer or die ; and thatalrea'dy she had 
assembled an army of two hundred thousand combatants. They were 
ignorant of the hostile intentions evinced by many of the allies of Na- 
poleon, that Austria was preparing to march against him, and that 
Sweden had joined to the forces of the coalition a large body of warlike 
troops, commanded by a Frenchman, the Prince Royal of Sweden. 
This news was calculated too well to disturb the gari-ison, to allow the 
besiegers to neglect giving them information of it. Every night the 
cosSaeks, with equal boldness and rapidity, came up to our videttes,and 
fastened a lance near them, to which was affixed proclamations and 
journals, calculated to dissipate the error of the besieged, and to inform 
them of the wonderful . military and political events which had taken 
place in Europe. 

The Governor became informed of the receipt of this intelligence; 
and, notwithstanding tlie distrust, doubt and suspicion, with which such 
information must be entertained, he felt that their accounts, might have 
acme foundation ; for the scene of the retreat from Tdoscow returning 
then to his memory, allowed but little encouragement to incredulity, and 
his fears were constantly confirmed by the most circumstantial reports. 
The enemy often fired discharges of artillery, to announce pretended 
victories; all, however, were not fictitious; and the noise of cannon, 
accompanied by shouts of joy, proclaimed in their camp, the capture of 
Spandau and Thorn, the entrance into Dresden, and the occupation of 
almost all Saxony. The besieged were not, however, discouraged, but 
they could not shut their eyes to the dangers they had td encounter ; 
they were well aware that if Napoleon should be even successful in the. 
approaching campaign, his march opposed by innumerable obstacles. 
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co«M not speedily conduct him to their (leliveraiice* the mean n-fiiif , 
the place was defended by only a small number of men, divided amongst 
a variety of forts, intreuchments, and' suburbs ; it was defT-iji!: in every 
supply except grain ; nor' could provisions or forage, of wiiicli the horses 
were fn great want, be procured, except at the point of the ‘-^worcb IVonn 
the surrounding country, exhausted by irequent incursions, and unable 
to afford farther supplies. Besides, the garrison had not the reviviDg 
reflection of knowing it was in the' neighbourhood of a frieiidiy nation. 
The affrighted imagination was .left to dwell on an immensity of dangers, 
in beholding the occupation, of Poland by the llussians, and the decla- 
ration of ^Sir by Prussia. Separated by insurmountable barriers frota 
France, the defenders of Dantzic seemed to have no alternative left them, 
but slavery or death. But what cannot a mighty strength of soul, united 
to a feeling of national honour, effect ! The courage of the besieged 
redoubled in proportion to their danger, and all thoughts vanished from 
their hearts,.8except the glory of a heroic resistance. In order to give 
greater energy to the, means of defence, the Generals Caro predon and 
Lepin caused new works to be thrown up in the place ; and different 
committees were formed, over which the superior ofEcers presided, to 
act in concert with the government, in procuring provisions, regulating 
the finances, hospitals, and other important matters. Those committees, 
arising from the difficulties of our situation, were the foreroniiers of vi«» 
gorous measures, the execution of which became ruinous to numbers of 
the inhabitants of Dantzic, who were deprived, by numerous and indis-™ 
pensable requisitions, of whatever might be useful to the garrison. By 
those means, beds, linen, wood, all kinds of provisions, and even two 
millions, were procured. The misery, which was overwhelming the gar«» 
sfison, was thrown on the population. Necessity and force, those two 
inflexible laws, bowed down under their iron yoke, the wretched inhabi- 
tants of this Hanseatic town, which had been lately so ffoimshing and 
prosperous.' Meantime, the Governor, disappointed in not having intel- 
ligence except through the medium of the enemy, which might be forged 
or at least greatly exaggerated, resolved to procure more authentic in-? 
formation, by questioning the Burgomasters of the neighbouring villages, 
and by directing the seizure of any journals, diaries, or official papers 
they might possess. To; accomplish this purpose, it was necessary to. 
undertake an expedition, particularly directed against the large village 
of Saint Albrecht, which was ordered to take, place ,o!i the >24ih ofMarcI% 
at . the .first dawn of the morning.. . The river Ruuatine,, which in its 
course had, turned a number of mills at Dantzic, until its ciirritiil wat 
turned off by the RusBiaos, winds along the village. 

' /.To mitimed.} 
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wehten by OFFICmf "sWG^aTIfreilAL r 

IN PORTUGAL AND SPAm ^ CAMPAIGNS 

arranged according to the cImpIions. 

The following Collection of Letters mill hf> rJ, I i 
original col.,nporan,ou> dooumenU, Mn 
several Campaign,. They are arranged in dietlct f kT’ 

■^0 different Campaigns. Thus the first Packet is enfif'l ^ l>ehng 

Campaign of isos ; and as the value of this dobing the 

mthentioity.at the end of every Packet is aided tt 
Letters tcere written. And Acre the Ime lfZZ?: 

letters DVRma tbe campaicxs or ms and ,so,. 
letter xvir. 

Mai-^chal Soult is now not many le-io-nc^ f. Dccemler, ] 808 . 

datia with an army of 16,000 men. We feel the f - ' °‘^c»pics Sal. 

rfedouhieii as we approach the point of attraction '^' "*'** &»ard 

rLi: f 

stss;;: rs:‘ “ ^ 

steady in the eagerness with which they prepar^tameeTil '*»'«etimeso 
w every man who passes me the woi tL f r ^ see 

Blenheim and Detlengen. ^ resistless ancestors of 

It is determined that Soiiit who !« 

attacked. The brilliant affiiir’ of the o ZV" "T immediately 

a redoubled ardour to equal their brethren «!L ^"'"‘^‘ 1 ’ 

Win soon rise on another day glorious to Epo-hud" ’ ^ ^*^“**^ ^*^“**^ 

The long wished-for orders were issued tm . ,!. ' , 

to meet the events of a battle are prepared the su 
instruments, and all is set in order in the nihh ”“'‘ ''''®’’'^ 
those who may feel too deeply the effect ‘"‘®' to receive 

already moved off; we are to tw Theguiishave 

o’clock; and by day-break to-morrow we shall be cC to' Sr"''’* 

lo-morrow eveHirio- -will +!' „ . to tiie enemv. 

rises which will light’ouiAiappy rltiJi“'2?'"r;"^ 

of tliat' joyous, season, how, mauv of fhpJ- W ooovivialities 

then have been just laid in a bloody arlvr‘\cr'- T 

hopes that this melancholy fate mav nol hi d -r Amongst u* 

gome as the best ofthem: bat vpt nh / ' laoias saii- 

woraf, IsUH s„] tills ietfer with lor tbe 

« ovith . ,™.A tlirie. htiti::;;*” 

lottery for life ! ^ ‘ depend on each other in thi? 

>rith the place we“IL'occuJI°“AToM^^^^^ to a little acquaintance 

Voit. IV. No. 19, ^ extensive monastery, overspread. 
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ing half the town, contains all its lioly fatiiers, and affords quarters for some 
of our troops and tiie French prisoners. A large market-place, with a fine 

foiintain:.iti. the centre, is the principal ■ object in Saiiagiiii, wiileh, like cn'cry 

other town in Spain, cannot boast of oriC' wide street. Just beyond tiie eastern 
entrance is the field, which has- so recently' been the scene of blooclslied. I 
took a walk thither, and found tlie dead- bodies of ten or tW'el?e, Freiichiii-ei'i 
■who had been stripped of - their uniforms by the peasantry, lying cold and al- 
most covered .with snow.- 1 was surprised to- discover a female amongst tire 
groiipe; how she became thus situated it is not easy to guess, unless we may 
suppose'tliat she was some love-iiiipelled damsel, and followed her soldier to 
the Held j .or that being enamoured like many an, Amazon of war Ibr its own 
sake, she became an appendage of the camp: and here, by some acddeiital 
^hot, was deprived at once of life and her military ardour. 

On my return to quarters, I approaciied the door of a iitmiiery, wliicli 
■chasiciog to be open, f entered, and found three nnns, not very juvenile to be 
sure, 'but nevertheless to a weary pedestrian rather attractive, as they were 
giving away wine, and were in conversation with a secular personage of the 
softer sex. These kind sisters offered me some of the sparkling beverage 
which king- Solomon- says, , ‘‘ makes glad the heart of manf* I accepted' their 
proffer, and was not the worse for it. Farewell, to-morrow is an iiiiportaiit 


LETTER X\TIL 

Bmeventef Becemher 1808.-— How great is our disappointment I At the hour 
appointed the whole of our force were under arras. Even our right column 
liad began its march, and all the rest, in higli spirits, were impatiently coiiiitina* 
the moments until the word should be given for their starting also. An order 
was issued: but, oh 1 my friend, to what purpose ! «We were to go back to 
our quartersr^ and by clay-break next morning be again under arms: But not 
to fight 5 to retreat, a thunderbolt falling at the feet of each man could not 
have transfixed them more The effect this sudden and extraordinary aJfel 
tion of intention had upon the troops is indescribable ^ 

A courier had arrived very late in the day from the Marquis de la Ron, ana 
who was to have advanced to our support with 6000 men) bringing intelli 
that a strong column of French was coming from Madrid ^-.i 

intimation of these events that aetermined Sir John Moore to abandon his L- 

S advantage than the winning of the battle could 

be derived from it; as from the enemv’s movements cn .. ^ 

.b. people ,0 ™ ,„,d be c,.*: 

of .„iod,„ce .om lb, Sp.„,„<b r lef 1 1 ‘‘.T 
tamed, '«'« should be, though victorious, without resources J»i,l 5 

to replenish the loss which a battle, however s«ul mut „ 
occasion. The French, on the contrary, would 

of dlLr^' "“d *"““*’** immediately be followe'dirme 

»pp.w fp.„ .be 0,;; mT" 0*; S •'Sr™- rr “ 
-.de... 0. :““%r2d‘.“:5 
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These reasoiiSs 1 am told^’ decided our retreat. The hard resolution oice 
made, m time was lost in carrying it into execution; and the following Hiorii-* 
iiig Generals Hope and Fraser fell back. . On Christmas-day we followed ; but 
130 longefy my friend, with the gay plumage of war, the exulting hope and 
herald-voice of victory. _ Heavy, heavy we trod along; although our retiring 
motion was ordered to be as expeditious as possible, that wx might seek a more 
advantageous position in a less unfavourable country. 

The sacred season so celebrated at home with happiness and good cheer was 
greeted by us with misery and no cheer at all; and what w'as w^orse, not the 
prospect of any to replenish' our exhausted spirits through the fatiguing drea- 
riness of a retreating march. . ' ■ ' 

Oil the S6th, we pursued our way, directing our march towards Benevente; 
leaving Valderes to our left; passing over a tolerably good road ; and crossing 
the viver Esia about two leagues from the city we were approacliiog, \ve 
mounted a line of hills along which we proceeded till its opposite side opened 
Beneveiite to our view. Having descended this row of heights, and again 
passed over the saine river by a strongand noble bridge, we crossed a plain 
of nearly two miles in extent, and reached the base of the eminence on which 
the town rears its embattled walls. 

The first appearance of this our destined halting-place presented a picturesque 
effect; and on a nearer investigation, we find it replete with objects of interest 
Its principal ornament is the castle» anciently the residence of the Dukes of 
Benevente. It is now a superb mansion, and formerly must have been a 
powerful fortress. The architecture is of a mingled Moorish and Gothic taste, 
executed in the finest and most elaborate style. Its turrets are rich ornaments, 
and many of them are bound round their summit with a huge stone chain ad- 
mirably sculptured. The north front of the castle is almost entirely open, 
being formed of ranges of Moorish arches supported by columns of porphyry 
and granite. So much for the outside : the inside is not less magnideent. 

The grand saloon, on whose tesselated floor stands a collection of beautiful 
pillars, is of an immense size ; and I counted more than an hundred and fifty 
of these costly supports. Its roof is profusely painted, gilded, and chequered 
with a thousand colours, and still farther adorned with the most intricate car-i 
vings. Friezes of porcelain, in a kind of damask pattern, cojiveyifig a rude 
resemblance of what we so much adiiiire in the Etruscan taste, wind round 
this vast hall. At one end of it is an immense basso relievo of St. George kill- 
ing the dragon, which is also executed in porcelain. Niches, alcoves, and 
excavated seats in all parts of the walls, and loaded with a variety, and splen- 
dour of ornament most painful to dwell on, raise their arched heads amid 
labyrinthian twinings of gold, silver, gorgeous colours, and curiously diversified 
grotesque work. Many magnificent apartments, and a fine chapel, comprise 
this celebrated castle. 

One of the objects most worthy of admiration is its armoury. Goats of mail, 
barbed steeds, shields, helmets, cross-bows, and weapons of every clescripiiou, 
wrought and inlaid in a curious manner, form the riches of this ancient trea- 
sury of heroes. .In short,. turn where we would, we could see oo want of any 
furniture or appendage which ought to belong tothe^age, of chivalry, to a 
castle once the ' princely residence of the most renowned warriors of Spain. 
Its situaiion is deserving of the structure. The view from the height on wiiicli 
these pj’oud towers stand commands a luxuriant plain, -even to the horizon^. 
The smooth waves of the EsIa are seep.-iutermingling their meandering iisie of 
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liquid MgM with the deep shade of the woods, which spread their verclaut ina- 
jesty to the .base of the distant hills. But even there the sight is not bosiiided^ 
for the snow-shrouded, mountains afar, from their throne of clouds, overlook 
the blue summits of the nearer heights, aiid lose their heads in the visionary 
forms of heaven. 

To the inhabitants of flat countries the sublime painting of Ossian, and ilie 
wonderful descriptions of the old romance, are deemed not only poetical but 
absurdly extravagant. These readers cannot imderstand the grey ghost of a 
warrior in his robe of mist meeting his sous in their moniiog iiUiit upon his 
native mountains j — the airy castle appearing to woo the wayfaring knight to 
shelter, and then vanishing at once amidst a sweep of clouds^ All those are 
jpassing strange, are wild, unnaturai vagaries in the apprehension of a stationary 
resident of the plains.' But take him to the highlands of Scotland, or bring 
him to the mountains of Spain, aiad he will meet the spirits of heroes iii the 
blast; and see castellated towers ravished from sight, and restored again by 
the doating' genii of the air. 

After this least of antiquity I had enjoyed in the castle of Benevente, sorry 
was I to find that two regiments besides artillery wt*re quartered amid such 
invaluable remains. These superb saloons lodged several hundreds cf a rank 
of warriors very different from the bannered iieroes who used to doff their 
cuirasses here a century or two ago. Little respect is ever shewn by the lower 
orders of any profession to the relics of past time — to the finest specimen of 
arts with winch they have no acquaintance. And therefore it is not so won- 
derful as it is lamentable, that, like their brethren in degree and oecessity, the 
privates of our armies see no good in any thing that does not admiaistefto 
their wants. Alas, poor Beuevenlel how soon wast thou robbed of ail thy 
proud array I how soon were thy regal halls reduced to the ruin whicli is 
ever the mark of a retreating army. 

Several old and large churclies add to the dignity of this city ; but it pos- 
sesses no square of any magnitude: and the streets are in the usual Spanish 
fasinon, very narrow and very inconvenient A double rampart of stone aiMi 
mud walls well strenghtened with towers encircle the town, and coinplete its 
warlike appearance. Such is the quality of ou r present e,ntertaiirment. The 
halls of reception, you will say, I have described ; ■ but i,io wljere tlie banquets ! 

■ «*-Very true, my friend ; and that! may continue to speak truth, the least tlial 
is said on so scanty a subject, the better. Therefore adieu ! 


LETTER XIX. 

, ' ufternooir of the clay following 

our arinvaiatBoimveide, \vtnni:thet-ea'r,ofour army Inu'l marclied io, an alariri 
was 'given lliat the enemy, were on the, .opposite heiglits. 

All wus. on die alert in a momejjt-':v adiilery, waggons, guns, and troops of 
every clesciipt ion,..- were hastening . to their points of reu-dezvons. Cavalry 
were pouring out of. the narrow gates of the.city ; and not a 'creature existed 
within the walls 'but was- in - motion. The' plain benciith was. spotted witli 
Bionksand oUier fugitives, flying in all diredions, to avoid the. appmtchiitg 
eneni} pwldist the. poor.. ternfle.d women that remained in the busliing streets 
were crying and sobbing at every, corner. . Tdur iiifoniiatiori was. true : but 
tlie Frem )■ seeing we were not unprepared, mereiy looked at us from the Ueishts 
ma retired. ^ ■ ■ 
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Previous to this alarm, we had decided that the bridge crossing the rivers 
should be destroyed : and now, that we found the enemy so very near, a party 
of the statF corps, with, I believe, one officer of engineers, were sent forth to 
prepare tor Its clestruction. The houses on its opposite bank were burnt j the 
port-lire was lighted, and the tine arches of tliis ancient fabric were soon torn 
asunden The expiosioii had eifected what we wished j and the progress of 
the hreiich seemed to be so far arrested. Part of our army marched out, and 
the rejnaisider ot the inlantry were to be on tlie wiiig tiie following morning. 

The demolishing' of the bridge took place on the 29 th of December, about 
day-break : in about an hour or Hvo afterwards, the French cavalry again ap- 
peared oa tfie heights ; and to our iahnite surprize we saw them crossing the 
p-iver about three hundred yards below the ruins of our explosion 1 

At this juneture tije whole of our intantry and heavy artillery had departed. 
Sir John Moore was slid in the town, as well as were Lord Paget and General 
Stewart, with their cavalry. The piquets were instantly ordered out. The 
third Gennans were the first who formed, and charged the enemy on his gain- 
ing the Benevente bank of (he Esia. The remainder ofour piquets coming up, 
seconded the bravery of this eorps; and the French feii on all sides beneath 
the sabres of our gallant fellows, and the weight oftiicir fine horses. This 
body of the enemy's cavalry was composed of five squadrons of the Life Hus- 
sars of Napoleon, auid were under the command of a general of division called 
Le Febre. Whilst tiie vie.tory eoutinued doubtful, which was bravely contested 
by our adversary, we brouglit up two pieces of horse-artillery, stationed them 
-near tiie bridge, and opened a well-directed fire on the French, who now gave 
%vay, and attenipted to retire across the ford. 

For the number engaged on eitiier side uothiug could be more honourable 
to botii than the intrepidity and iirmne&s of this little action. But Britisb stea- 
diness at length prev iiled : and the French taking to the water, the struggles 
pf the wounded and dying, who even in this state took to flight and plunged 
into tiie waves; the separated parlies still scattered on tiie shore, engaging man 
to man with their eager pursuers, and tailing in heaps under the stroke of their 
arms: these various situalioiis formed such a striking scene that, had Louther- 
bourg or Sir Francis Bourgois been on the spot, they must have brought away 
a memorial of one of t he finest skirmislies that ever was fought. 

We took about one iuindred prisoners, with some ofiicers of rank, and L# 
Fehre, their colonel. But inore than double that number must have been the 
|•etllrll of their slain, 'IJic loss w^e sustained was trifling. Gur wounded did 
not exceed tliirty men ; and an officer of the third German was the only person 
of that’ rank which smfered in this aifair.. It may be expected that the enemy, 
having so grievously felt the superiority of those who cover our retreat, will 
.henceforward keep at a niore respectful distance. Rumour has told us, that 
Buonaparte was on the heights during this battle, '' 

M.e now advanced towards Abeneza, a distance of five leagues, and halted 
there, at ifi'ght Early next morning we recommenced our: march, and .pro- 
ceeded, to Astarga. Tins was file rendezvous of our army j and here we^ almost 
.all met 'Besides our own troops, we were, joined by five thousand fugitives, 

,. the .remains of the Marquis de la Romana s' force, who had fled hither on hear- 
Ing of the enemy's approach to Leon. , We find that the French entered - that 
«2ity on the 30th of J'Jecember.' 

Astorga bears the usual character of Spanish towns. It is- strongly encom^' 
,^|>assed bj ahigh stoiie wall, and many towers, which,,at distance appeap^^ 
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appear Ilk a.castlej: ■.but_oiia nearer ‘view the mistake is, disco veredj and you 
perceive... them to :be only planted at certain points along the wall, giving both 
Strength and magniticence to t.h.is striking style of rampart. The gates w'liicii 
..lead into .the city are of the same -warlike' character, and are richly ornanientecL 
The interior of the. place is --tolerably fair. .According to the necessary plan of 
ali; the ancient fortified towns, the -streets are narrovr, but they possess a re- 
spectable- market-place, and a great church, which is a very floe building. 

The ensui.n.g morning, at a good hour, w^e once more moved off, halting at a 
village called Bembeberes, Hitherto all had been plain ,5 but now tlie face 
of nature began to -alter its features. The 'level g-radually assumed a more 
s%v€lling line : ■hills rose before us; and the vallies deepening their bed, we 
proceeded along paths whose mountainous'sides presented the wildest and 
most romantic varieties from the luxuriant cultivation through which we passed. 
So beautiful the seciie of our march ! 

Much discontent exists with the officers of our different regimerds respect- 
ing provisions : but while they murmured amongst thcMoselves only, complaints 
were loudly preferred by the men, remonstrating against their want of every 
thing necessary to support life under so laborious and harassing a march. 

Situated as we were, these evils, as far as they depend on our leader, were 
hardly to be avoided. Retreating in so numerous a multitude, and all confined 
to the same road without the option of chusing another (so closely were we 
pressed by the enemy), was one cause of our present straits. The produce of 
the country had already been almost wholly devoured by the French: judge 
then how difficult it would be to provide, even in the barest manner, provisi- 
ons sufficient to subsist so large a body. And when we add to this fdliire at 
the very source, the waste which is occasioned by thetorbulent conduct of the 
soldiers themselves, you will not be surprized that one half of the army slioiilcl 
be entirely -without food. 

it is to be lenicnted thAtthe otEcers have not applied themselves to remedy 
this evil, by seeing that the men receive their rations in an orderly manner. 
The non -commissioned officers are at these times of no avail j no respect ispsid 
either to their remonstrances or commands ; and the men cro-wd to the doors 
of the different houses, w^here wines, &c. are to be given out; and with the 
most impatient and tumultuous vehemence demand their supply. Not waiting 
to be served in proper rotation, they force their way into the place, helping 
themselves, and destroying in their haste half what was prepared for those 
■who were to follow ; oversetting the wine, trampling- on every thing, and terri- 
fying the affrighted native, whose charge it was to dispense the provisions 
mitil for his own safety’s sake, he makes the best of his way from amongst such 

a herd of unrestrainable and violent men. ” 

This, with many other instances of the like nature, mark the wide difference 
between a retreating and an advancing army. In the one case, ail his hope, 
spirit, and honour. In the other, disappointment, dejection, and anticipated 
contempt, entirely change the man, and make him incur the very obliqay he 
fears. Retreat is never an agreeable movement at the best; and -when at the 
worst, as it is with us, no fancy can imagine its misery, no pen describe its 


^ At Benevente an order had been issued to assure the army that Corunna 
was not theobjectof our falling back; but that our march wa"s only to secure 
a more favourable position. Ko assertions could make the soldiery believe this- 

It was too evident by all our movements that Corunna wa* our destination : that 


-SI 
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it was^ae absolute retreat, ao cl the wide disappointments they had metv drove; 
them to despair. ' Sufficient for them was it to snatch the hasty , morsel of the 
day; for the next morning might, see each individual .on the causeway a 
breathless corse.. 

Every object which presented itself on the... roadS' and in the villages Avere 
m many proofs of the, terrors, of war, and of the devastation that surrounded 
ns. Faiiiishing., peasantry, fled by us with -gauut and- horrid looks ,; while, as 
we marched along we passed their kindred of all ages, dying and dead, with- 
out power to relieve them, or to rescue our followers from a similar fate. But 
it was not; enougli that our track should be strewed with the . expiring bodies 
of our fellow-creatures, the poor animals who had supported our way-wom 
frames, who had dragged our baggage from steep to steep, fell exhausted oii. 
the earth, and in countless numbers heaped the sides of the road. In short, 
not a day, not an hour passed without adding some new calamity to our distress 

•and wretchedness. . 

The army in no respect seemed the remains of the same we had brought 
from Portugal Its appearances were gone. You could not suppose that the 
officers it was before so ready to obey, commanded it now; all cleference to 
their orders was lost ; and it was with the greatest difficulty that we could 
deter the men from not only pillaging, but committing every excess which is 
hardly excuseable in an enemy. Even with all our exertions, we saw villages 
and houses burning in all directions ; some put in that condition by negligence, 
but many, I must say, by the wantoimess of our refractory men. The poor 
cottagers were plundered ; and multitudes of homeless, destitute people -vvere 
continiially hastening to the officers as they come up, imploring them for a 
redress which was out of their power to bestow. Alas 1 our pity and regret 
w^ere all we had to offer ; and they retired in an anguish, the recollection of 
which even now wrings my soul. 

So great was the terror their violences created, these firings of houses, these 
plunderings of property, that we even spread a desart before us. As soon as 
the peasantr^heard of our approach they fled ; and often on our arrival in a 
place we found it desertefh The road leading to the towm whence I now 
address you was covered with these unhappy fugitives, both male and female 
of every age. Scarcely a mile was traversed without our viewing broken down 
waggons, and destroyed ammunition, mingled wifh the carcases of our own 
inviiluable'l'iorses piled on,. each other. A little onward,, w.e .saw other groupe«;v 
plunging in the agonies of death ; having been lamed fi’om fatigue and want 
of shoeing... At the .moment- tliey fell, we were .■obliged to shoot them, -for fear 
of their .tecomi ng. the spoil of the enemy; or of ■ being starved for want of a 
■nourish iiient the. -desolated -grouud could no -longer yield. 

'Thus was.the, scene; sad and direful enough, .without any- extraneous cala- 
mity ; : but the elmeots were to lend their horrors^ .also. • The pouring clouds 
were to throw their torrents upon the heads of our fainting troops ; rerderiiig 
the; roads -almost impassable. for our mules, and wheeled carriages ; destroying 
tlie ..already- tattered shoes;. of our soldiery;; and dre-nchingtheir eniadated.bo* 
dies with a w^et which had no fires to dry, no aliraerital povyers to repel." 

On quitting Benibeberes, where myself and several other officers (accom^ 
paiiied by our horses, whom we considered as faithful friends) took up our 
abode in the barn of a wine-press, the country bore a - very romaotie aspect; 
"and ill the summer, when war is far distant from its groves, and; Arcadian re-, 
cesses, .it .afford an eiicliaiitiog* seclusion .to those who .are enamoured, q,f. 



' THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONiCLfi. [Not. 

natare in her^garb, of trees and' founts, and winding streams. The wbofe way 
from Astorga' to- Villa Franca the landscape is thus lovely, atKl -ofteii it called 
frommy breast a sincere sigh, that ambition should so trouble the earth. 

We are now at Villa Franca ; I must here drop my pen. I dare not tell yon 
of the dreadful objects that lie before me as 1 look from my window : they are 
enough to make one rouse even to madness. But others are in prospect. The 
■stage for many a wretched scene I s-ee in yon distant mountains, whose pale 
heads we must. pass over before we can restwvith any security. On their cold 
bosoms, how many of ours may lie, never to move more ^ 

Adieu, dear S-— 1 Different, far different were the letters I expected to 
write to you from this land of vaunted enthusiasm. Alas ! that words have 
been given to us instead of actions! Words that have made me the recorder of 
disaster instead of victory. Once more farewel. 

LETTER XX. 

Lugo^ January, 1800 — I closed my last letter, my dear without wish* 

tiigyouthe complirnenls of the season ; without congratulating you on the 
opening of a new year, surrounded as yon are by the heart-felt delights of so- 
cial society, and all the cheering comforts attached to the domestic hearthi 
Here we have none of them. The recollection that they once were ours is 
like a dream that is past. Houseless, exposed on these sterile hills, few of us 
can expect to taste such sweet rest again. 

We left Villa Franca on the 9d; exploring a wiki and picturesque valle}V 
through which the road continued along the side of the river, till it gradually 
ascended and brought us on the acclivity of those mountains over which we 
were to march, and in whose gelid bosom we were to lie that night. 1 cannot 
with sufficient colouring of language describe the romantic sublimity of the 
scenery which parted on each side as we pursued our way, till w^e entered 
npon regions which caused us to bid it a dual adieu, and seemed to open before 
us a track! ess eternity of winter. We had only one path- way 5 and that formed 
in the precipitous steep, wound up the mountain to its bleak fummit, and 
crossing this rendezvous of all the storms, runs with a deep descent into the 
vale beneath. 

The entrance to this pass might certainly have been w'ell defended. But 
it was not our object at this moment to take up a military position : at least it 
would not have been this, where no means of supply existed. And if necessity 
enforced us to dispute any part of the ground, the avenue on the opposite side 
would be so much better, as we should have a country in our rear where we 
could keep open a chance of receiving supplies from tormina. But nothing 
appeared in our mo veroeuts indicative of a stand being intended to be made at 
allbetweemthis and the coast ; as Sir John Moore, while we were at Villa 
Franca, to facilitate our march, had ordered whatever magazines and carriages, 
which he considered as more cumbersome than useful, to be destroyed. Swry 
was I to see that so much ' plumage- of our wi-ngs was deemed iiidLspensable; 
and -that to unbiirthea them, such .Quantities of valuable-ammimitioa were nmib 
, lo, perish in vain,- . 

fTobecontmtied*/^ 
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HISTORY OF THE WAR IN SPAIN AND FORTUGAL^ 
(Translated from the French of General Sarrazhuj 
( Continued from our last,J 


BOOK lY. 

On the tiveoty-tliird of January, 1811, the Marquis de la Romana 
died, somewhat suddenly. He was leaving his house, for the purpose of 
paying his respects to Lord Wellington, when he was seized ^ith a dizzi- 
ness, like that of an apoplectic stroke, which terminated his life in less 
than half an hour. The Marquis had been ‘educated in France, the 
language of which he spoke with much elegance. But though be had 
several friends in that country, he never sacrificed the general cause tq 
any private connexions. He always proved a loyal Spaniard; afid as 
long as he had access to the court of Madrid, neglected no means of . 
frustrating the intrigues practised by the cabinet of the Thuilleries. 
Neither flattery nor money having any empire over him, Buonaparte 
had recourse to his love of glory ; and the Marquis was caught by this 
bait. He was sent to the north of Europe, with a division of Spanish 
troops ; but thf. moment he heard that Spain claimed his services, he 
nobly resolved upon instantly repairing to the defence of his beloved 
tountry. Assisted by the English government, he succeeded in leaving 
Denmark, with his troops, and landed at Santander, in 1808. He bad 
served with the most marked distinction, and was snatched away at the 
very time when Lord Wellington was congratulating himself on having 
a colleague, by whose wise counsels he was so much enlightened. His 
Lordship, in his letter of the twenty-sixth of January, to the Earl of 
Liverpool, expressed his regret at this event, stating that the virtues, 
talents, and patriotism of the Marquis, were well known to his Majesty’s 
goveroment; that in him the Spanish army had lost its noblest orna*» 
aient; his country the truest patriot; and the world the most valiant, 
as well as the most zealous defender of the cause for which they were 
fighting ; and that his Lordship should ever gratefully acknowledge the 
assistance he had received from the Marquis, since the latter joined the 
awiy, both by his operations and his counsels. 

This eulogium is complete. It does as much honour to its author as 
to the hero, whom it praises. The Marquis having learnt, some d^ys 
before bis death, that the French, under the. orders of Marsha! Mortier, 
were in great force on the Guadiana, he had determined to send Gene- 
ral Meiidizabal to stop the progress of the enemy. Marshal Soult, 
having' felt the necessity of holding some strong, places, in order, to set 
cure his commimications with the troops of Estremadura and Andalusia, : 
before he advanced to the 'Tagus, had ordered Mortier to take Oiivenza, 
which tow,ii, though provided 'with a garrison of three thousand men, 
.opposed but a feeble resistance. Mendizabul could not arrive in time 
. for its relief. He had about twelve thousand men under his comiBand | 
Yo£. m No. : , E , 
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and pitched his camp on the right bank' of the Guadianaj near Badajoz.' 
Marshal Soult had left 'Seville, to direct, in person, the military opera- 
tions of Estremadora ; and iinmediately after his arrival, attacked Bada« 
joz. To invest this place completely, it was necessary to drive the Spa- ' 
iiiards from their position, which had a free communication with Fort 
San-CristovaL On the nineteenth of February, Sonlt’s cavalry crossed 
the G nadiana, to join the infantry, which had passed the river the night 
before, accourpanied by the artillery, without in eetirig the slightest op- 
position froTU Mendizabal. This general placed perfect reliance on a few 
Tedoubts, with which had surropnded his camp. 

At the break, of day, the French cavalry rushed upon the left wing of 
the Spaniards, and overthrew thein. General Gerard attacked the right, 
with a force so superior, that he soon carried the position, in spite of tli« 
vigorous, resistance opposed on this point by the flower of the Spanish 
troops. During these two main attacks, a body of riflemen bad pre* 
vented the possibility of assistance being dispatched from the centre of 
the Spaniards to their wings, and kept them constantly in fear of a real 
attack. When Soult heard of the advantage, gamed on his right and 
left, he collected all his troops against MendizabaFs centre ; and by 
this able manoeuvre, forced a corps of six thousand men to lay down 
their arms. The remainder of this army were either killed or dispersed. 
At ten o’clock in the morning the conflict was over. The fugitives fled 
partly to Badajoz, and partly to Elvas. General Mendizabal retreated 
with his cavalry, under the cannon of that fortress. This victory, which 
was complete, cost the French only four hundred men hors de combat. 
It opened, as it were, the gates of Badajoz, by the facility which it 
afibrded of completely investing the place on the right of theGuadiana, 
and by the depression of spirits which the destruction of the only troops 
sent to protect them, must have occasioned among the besieged. In de- 
taching Mendizabal to the Guadiana, a great error was committed. 
This general, like all Spaniards, was uncommonly brave: but where 
bad he displayed military talents, which warranted the hope that he 
would be able successfully to cope with Marshal Soult ? His troops, 
besides,, were not so sufficiently inured to war, as to beat the French in 
aa open country. Lord Wellington should have detached Genera! Beres- 
ford, with the very same Spanish troops, and an additional reserve of 
ten thousand English ; in which case he would,, have prevent.ed the fall 
#f, Badajoz. : , , 

^ On the eleventh of February, Soult had caused Fort Pardalleynis to 
b? attacked^; and it had been carried, at the point of the bayonet. The 
besieged defended "themselves witl) as m.uch counige H abilii}?,. They 
made several, sorties, which reta..rded the progress of the besiegers, and 
^st a considerable number , of their troops., Menacho, the governof of 
the place, was killed in the. last sortie of the garrkp'n, which he wished 
to command in .person, on- account of the importance of its object. He 
wanted to prevent the completion of the covered wav, on the part of tlm 
trenck General Xmas, his successor, rnurnhm similar zeal' and: 
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valour. The breach being deemed practicable on the tenth of Matcb^ 
Marshal Soult. made the requisite arrangements for the assatilt. How« 
ffverj before he proceeded to an extremity^ always fatal to both parties^ 
he summoned the. governor, who, seeing that a longer resistance was icn*® 
possible, surrendered the place on the eleventh. The garrison, consists 
•ing of nine thousand men, were made prisoners of war. One of the articles 
of the capitulation stated, that the garrison should march out by the 
breach ; which circumstance peremptorily refutes the unfounded impu*. 
tations cast upon the defenders of Badajoz. The French found in the 
batteries, or in the arsenal,, one' hundred and seventy pieces of ordnance, 
mortars, or howitzers, eighty thousand quintals of gunpowder, a large 
quantity of cartridges for the infantry; and, what was still more pre** 
cious to the conquerors, two complete bridge equipages, in exceiieftt 
condition. ■ 

The satisfaction which these advantages must have caused to Mal*slia! 
Soult, was diminished by a reverse experienced, almost at the same time, 
oo the part of his troops before Cadiz. The plan for driving the French 
from their lines had been perfectly well combined, and the success 
would have been complete, if, as might have been done, sufficient means 
had been collected for its execution. On the twentieth of Fehruary, an 
expedition sailed from Cadiz Roads, consisting of fourthousandEnglish 
troops, under the orders of General Graham, and eight thousand Spaui-» 
ards. General Lapena had the command in chief of the allied army. 
Having left Cadiz on the twenty-first, the English landed at Algeziras, 
and at Tariffa joined the Spaniards, who, owing to contrary winds, 
reached that place only on the twenty-seventh. The army began itg 
march on the 28th, in the direction of Chiclana, through Barbate and 
Vayes de la Frolitera, The had state of the roads delayed this move- 
ment; and it was only on the fourth of March that the allied troops 
came in sight of the French, posted near Chiclana, General Graham 
formed the advanced guard with his column, strengthened by two thou- 
sand Spaniards. He had taken a position at Barossa, whilst be was wait- 
ing for the rest of the army. The cotomander-in-chief ordered him to 
iiiar’Gli 'to'B.erme8a, with a view to oppose the attempts of Marblial Victor 
against General Lardizabal, who, by d Well-directed attack behind the 
lines, near Santipetri, had succeeded in opening the Gonimunication of 
the' contioeiit with the Isle of Leon. The first step towards this sucGeas 
had been taken by General Zazas, Who, on' the sixth of March, had 
inovecl a body of troops in that direction. On the third and fourth there 
’Were some sanguinary eoniicts in that quarter ; aiid it is to the heroic 
courage displayed by the Spaniards, that we must asdribe th# facility 
with whicji the French yielded this important post to Genem! Lardixa- 
ba!„ Admiral lleltbhad also detached some' vessels, to threaten several 
points of the coast, in order to keep the 'French troops there, and to 
diminish the numper of the forces that might be employed against tht 
■army which' fomied 'the 
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Every thing had so far succeeded to the wish of the allies. General 
Graham was on his inarch to Berniesa, when his scouts reported that 
the French appeared kt great force upon the plain, and that the}' were 
hastily advancing to the heights of Barrosa. The English general, being 
well aware that this position would afford Marshal Victor the means of, 
harassing, perhaps even of siirroiiuding the rear guard cf the allies, in- 
stantly ordered a coniiter-mareh, to support the troops which guarded 
Barossa. But, in spite of the celerity with which he executed this move- 
ment, General Ruffin had already overthrown the S/ianiards, and esta- 
blished himself on the heights. Though inferior in numbers. General 
Graham ordered the attack. The Euglish infantry performed prodip-ies 
of valour. After a dreadful fire of artillery and musketry, which kiUed 
many troops, without deciding the victory, the English rushed upon the 
French with their bayonets, and remained masters of the field. Marshal 
Victor had the whole three divisions of his army in a line. The French 
general Vilale was opposed to the Spaniards, and Graham had to en- 
counter Leval and Ruffin. The distinguished ability of the English 
general on this occasion, and the uncommon intrepidity of his troops, 
entitled l^Oth fo thefavohrs of Fortune; but the English were not se- 
conded 1^^ the Spanish general Lapena. He remained almost a tranquil 
spectator of this dreadful conflict. Had he, at the very beginning of 
the action, advanced between the centre and the right wing of the French 
the field of battle would scarcely have been disputed. Vilate, who 
formed Victor’s right, being cut off from the other divisions, would’ have 
evacuated the lines which he was to guard ; and would have hastily fallen 
back, that he raight not be surrounded. Lapena, leading his column to 
the right, would then have threatened the centre of the French, who, 
astonished at the boldness of this manoeuvre, and at the intrepidity of 
the English, would have immediately retreated, to avoid a destruction 
which must have been the inevitable consequence of a protracted defence, 
in that position.—" The great art of war is to conquer by manceuvrino- 
much, and shedding little blood.” 


This battle was uncommonly destructive, though it lasted but two 
Lours, Victor having taken the wise resolution of retiring behind hil iu- 
trenchme.ii s at Ghiclana. The loss of the French was very considerable ; 
it was rated at tnree thousand men horsde combat, among whom were’ 
several ofii ers of rank. General Rousseau and Colonel Antic, both 
highly esteuued ufficers, were among the slain. General Ruffin was 
taken prisoner, after being dangerously wounded. He died on his pas- 
sage to England, in sight of the English coast, and in consequence of 
his wound, Wfflch had perhaps been neglected; for, on the eve of his 
death, he enjoyed bis meals as if he had Been in perfect health. This 
officer was a vr i;y handsome man, a brave soldier, bat an indifferent ge- 
neral. ^ It was entirely to his courage and to his handsome figure that he 
was indebted for his rank, He was the son of an innkeeper of Bolbee, 
a small town near Havre de Grace, in Normandy. He died at the age 
Jorty. But the F rench more sensibly felt the loss of the eagle belonging 
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to tlie eiglith . regiment,, one of the most distinguished in the French army* 
This trophy was the just reward of the ^ valour displayed by three 
panies of the Foot Guards, and by the eighty-seventh regiment, uoder 
the command of Major-General Gough. The French also lost six pieces 
of ordnance. The victory, however, was dearly bought hy the allies. 
The English had twelve hundred and forty-two men hors de combat, and 
the Spaniards about fifteen hundred ; but they lost no officer of distinc- 
tion. There is one circumstance, which gives a peculiar character to the 
victory of Barrosa*r— it was the first offensive battle successfully fought by 
the allies. 

After having had the mortification of being unable to gather the fruits 
of bis labour, in coiisequeiice of the Spaniards having left him alone 
with his coliiHiu to oppose the French, General Graham judged it use- 
less to occupy Barrosa any longer, and returned to the Isle of Leon on 
the succeeding day. The people of Gadiz tnauifested their indignation 
against Lapena’s conduct, and he was deprived of acomTnand with which 
he ought never to have been eiitrusted. The only fault of winch this 
general can be accused is that of having undertaken a task beyond his 
means. To dehy him the merit of bravery, zeal, and patriotism, is ridi- 
culous ^ but as for his talents — 

Tel hrille an second rang, qxd s' eclipse an pi'emierT 

The siege of Cadiz would have been raised, and Marshal Victor, with 
his army half destroyed, would have been obliged to retire on Seville, if 
Graham, instead of being under Lapetia, had been the commanding 
general. By what title, indeed, could the Spanish generals pretend to 
command the English ? if it be on account of the superiority of rank, 
such a claim, perfectly harmless in the Spanish army list, becomes dan- 
gerous, when a warlike enemy is to be successfully opposed : this demands 
well-informed and experienced commanders. The virtues, and the 
brilliant qualities, of the general officers on the staff of the Spanish 
‘army, entitle them to the utmost respect,* but they must frankly be 
told that their well-directed efforts would soon have accomplished the 
deliverance of Spain, had they imitated the Portuguese, who owed their 
independence to that conciliatory spirit, which made them eagerly adopt* 
the measures prescribed by the English, both for the organization of the • 
army, and for the general administration of the kingdom. 

On the very day that Victor was defeated, Massena was leaving San- 
tareni, under the cover of night, on his return to Spain. Ever since the 
first of January, nothing of importance had occurred between the two 
armies, which had remained unmolested in their quarters ; except that 
the French had reconnoitred the English on the nineteenth of January, 
wlr.?ri tfie English posts were obliged to quit Riomajor. GeneraUunot 
attacked that village with a large body of cavalry and infantry ; but he 
withdrew almost instantly, diaving been wounded in the face by a rifiemao. 
The communications with Spain had been rendered extremely difficult 
the newly-formed , corps of .Portuguese militia, which,' under the 
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orders of English '<i,fficeTS, werfe not afraid of dispntiog the passage .of 
escoftsj';' bearing .dispatches,- though these often cor)si.sied of Irom two to 
three thousancl meoi Colonel Grant particularly distinguished hitrisehl 
He ' had : several ensfagefneuts with General Claparede near Gitarda and 
, Ca.'^dhaoi in which he displayed much coolness and sagacity* General 
Silveira. and Colonel Tran t also deserved , Lord Wellington’s praise, for 
tbeif. services in the neighbourhood of Coimbra. ■ Finding himself 
surrounded-, Massena distributed to his troops the provisioos he had left; 
and, being well aware that he should lose bis army, if be marched against 
the allies, commenced his retrograde movement in the night of the fiftli 
to the si^ith of March. 

For several days past he had - sent off his heavy baggage and comrais- 
sariat, under the protection of a numerous escort, on the road to Mondego. 
He himself followed in the same direction, with the taaiii part of hi& 
arm,?. Lord Wellington immediately began the pursuit: his advanced 
guard came up with the French rear-guard on the ninth, near PombaL 
The English cavalry made many fine charges: the infantry could not 
arrive in time to attack the enemy before night, and the French availed * 
themselveB of this circumstance to continue their march. 'On the eleventh 
Massena took a position on the heights of Rediiiha, where he was attacked 
the next day by the English army. Being bard pushed on his front, 
and turned on his left, the French general ordered his advanced guard, 
which suffered much on the passage of the Rediuha, to fail back, and at 
night he marched by Condexa to Ponte de Marcella. As lie wislied to 
give his train the necessary time to leave the road unobstructed, Massena 
took a strong position on the right bank of the river Ceira, leaving but 
an advanced guard* on the left, near Toz d’Aronee. This village, which 
was occupied by the French, was assaulted by the English, and several 
times taken and retaken. In the night, Massena continued his retreat, 
after having destroyed the bridge on the Ceira. The engagement which 
took place on the iifteenth was very sharp, and Lord Wellington would 
have most probably succeeded in forcing the enemy to a general battle, 
bad not his march been retarded by a thick fog, ivhich lasted all the 
^ morning. The loss of the English in this affair was about four hundred 
^ men, killed or wounded. The French acknowledge only two hundred 
men hors de combat; whilst the dead bodies, left on the field of battle, 
exceeded that number. Their loss must have amdurited to about eight 
' bundred. ■ ■ . 

Froiri the -fifteenth' of Starch to the second of April 'no engagement 
took place, excepting a few skirmishes of small impdrlaiiCe. The na- 
ture of the ground was in favour of the French. Columtts, siifiiciently 
strong to attack them with, advantage, could rarely be sent oo their 
flanks; aid whenever the gbund would allow this 'iiianoeuvre on the 
part of the - English general, Massena hastily retired to establish him- 
self, in his' turn, on almo'at 'imp-tegnable rocky g'rouncl, wheje a ge- 
nera! attack by malO' force would have exposed the allied araiy to a 
great lo's^s, %ithout''attaiuing,a^^^^ object intendedj viz. the 
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evacoatiop ; of Fortiigalj whicb tbo want of provisions Avould infalliblj 
effect a, few days later. It is tree that a retreating array, and especially’ 
a French retreating army, is not far from its destruction, when it has at 
its heels a good general with numerous troops, and is harassed on its flank 
and line of operations by a brave people, desirous of- being avenged, and 
freed from their oppressors : but there are circumstances which will not 
allow the pursuers to profit by the -confusion generally prevalent in a 
Tetreatiag array; and the same ground, which at.Busaco bad afforded 
Lord Weilirigton, the means of victory over the impetuous Massena, now 
gave the latter similar advantages on his evacuating Portugal. Mar- 
shal Saxe, in his Memoirs on War, chapter the twelfth, observes— •‘■‘-that 
a proverb, which recommends ike building of a golden bridge to a reiir^ 
ing enemy » is generally religiously foilowed, though it is one formed 
upon false principles. A retreating enemy ought to be closely pushed, 
and his apparently fine retreat will soon be converted into a rout ..... 
• . . Many generals, however, do not like to end the war so soon.” But, 
in spite of thi^ great authority, it is certain that the strong positions, 
which the mountainous country from Santarern to Almeida affords, at 
very short distances from each other, wvouicl not allow the allies to per- 
form more than they did. The last conflict between the two armies 
took place on the third of April, near Sabugal. Colonel Beckwith 
<?oramenced the engagement. The French postshaving fallen back, the 
Eoglish, who pnr.siied them, found themselves attacked by a force so 
superior, that they were obliged to retreat to the army, whose oiarclj 
was impeded by the badness of the roads, and especially by a hurricane, 
attended witli great rains, which prevented any view of what was passing. 
Lord Wellington placed himself at the head of his columns, attacked 
the enemy in flank and front, and drove them from tlic-ir positions Two 
hiindred French were left dead on the field of battle. Massena recrossed- 
the Agupcia with his wdiole army, leaving only a garrison of three thou- 
sand men in Almeida, under the orders of General Brenaier. 

The allieb could not undertake the siege of that fortress, because 
they wanted the supplies, and particularly the heavy ordnance requisite 
for such an operation. , Lord Wellingtoii, therefore, determined to 
blockade the place, his informers having >-eported that Massena had not 
been able to introduce more than one month’s provisions into the towiu 
soon, as, bis Lordship had finished the arrangements, by which all 
co.mmanicaticios, between.,, the garr-iso,n of Almeida and the French. were 
cut off, he left the neighbourhood of Almeida on the fhirteentb of April, 
under the idea that the operations on the G.uadiana demaaded his-.pre- 
ieuce. General Sir Brent Spencer was appointed to supply the place.of 
the comma !)der-in-chief, during his absence. G.eneral Beresford, who: 
bad been detached to Alentejp, after the engagement at' Pambal, hud 
reached Portategre oo the twentieth of March.' On-- the twenty-fourth 
be advanced to Campomajor: the French had evacua.tedAhis place, and 
estaWishecI themselves on the heights in jts- rear,.' w-,ilh some infantry, s.uf> 
parted by four regiments of cavalry. Tte lngfe.h.,m,a:rche4 boWH* np 
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to The ^fteeiith regi ot* light dragoons, consoltiog only their 

courage,..pursoed the firgitivas under the cannon of Badajoz® But they 
were 111 their turn parsued by fresh troopis which came to the assistance 
of the infantry , at the time that General Beresford, from the superiority 
of his numbers, was attacking* them with advantage. This seasonable 
succour facilitated the retreat of the French, Their loss was rated at six 
■hundred nien ; that of the English at about threje hundred, . The allies 
quartered their troops iu the environs of ElvaS, that their reinforcements 
, roight have time to arrive, as they intended' to act on the offensive upon 
the left bank of the Guadiana* 

On the fourth of April, General Beresford effected the passage of this 
fiver, experiencing scarcely any opposition. Marsha! Soult, after having 
supplied Badajoz, had withdrawn the greatest part of his troops towards 
Andalusia, He committed the fault of leaving only five hundred men 
in Olivenza, when the extent of the place required, at least, three thou- 
sand, if he did not intend to keep this post, he ought to have blown 
up the fortifications, and sent the ofdnance, stores, and troops toBadajoz, 
The English quickly availed themselves of this defect. General Cole 
invested the place oh the twelfth of April, 0« the fifteenth be opened 
bis batteries, and the governor surrendered on the very same day. To 
facilitate this operation. General Beresford had marched to Lerena, On 
the sixteenth the cavalry of the allies defeated a French detachment, and 
took a great number prisoners. The retreat of the French to Guadal- 
canal, and Lord Wellington’s arrival at Elvas, determined General 
Beresford to retrograde, in order to concert measures with his Lordship 
relative to the siege of Badajoz. The first conference took place at EI- 
.vason the twehty-first. On the twenty-second the two generals recon- 
Boitred Badajoz with great care. The garrison made a strong sortie 
againt their escort, and was repulsed. The siege was resolved upon; 
but the overflowing of the Guadiana having prevented the construction 
of bridges, the allies confined themselves to a close blockade on the 
two banks of the river. On the third of May, the weather proving very 
fine, and the waters of the Guadiana being much reduced, the communi- 
cations were secured, and the trenches opened. Genera! Phillippon, 
governor of Badajoz, defended the approaches of the place by well-timed 
sorties, and by intrench ments, or counter-approaches, which retarded, 
the progress of the besiegers. On the tenth he made a sortie with twelve 
hundred men, took possession of the. trench, which he damaged, and re- 
treated only before a superior force. 

On the twelfth, General Beresford was informed that Marshal Soalt 
had left Seville on the tenth, in order to throw provisions into Badajoz, 
He therefore determined to raise the siege, and to' concentrate all his 
forces, for the purpose of giving battle to the F reiich, Oe sent all the 
implements of the siege to Elvas, and took' a position near Albiiera, 'Ge- 
, Beral Blake reinforced, the allied army with his troops,' in the nights of 
th^ fifteenth and sixteenth. At eight o’clock in the morning, Marshal 
Soalt manesuvred on the right of ' the allies, to cross the small river Ai«„ 
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biiera ; and ^ by a change of direction on the right, he marched two co-* 
lumas of infantry, and one of cavalry, as if he had intended to take the 
village of Aibiiera. The object of these, movements was to mask the 
march of his main body of infantry, which wanted to cut off the commu-» 
iiicationsof the allies with OUvenza,, by Valve rde. General Beresford 
guessed the intentions of Marsha! Soult. He entrusted Blake with the 
defence of that wing, and had it supported by General Cole. The attack 
having become general, the Spaniards were driven from their positions: 
but the defence of the English was obstinate* The momentary confu* 
sion, occasioned by the successful charge of a body of Polish lancers, was 
soon repaired by the intrepidity of the soldiers ; who, in the broken regi-?* 
meets, fought man to man with them* The principal merit of the Poles 
consisted in their novel equipment* The generals, who commanded the 
English divisions, did not wait for orders, to act with their columns* 
Wherever the danger was greatest, thither they marched with the utmost 
lapidity ; and manoeuvred with so much ability and boldness, that they 
snatched the victory from the French, and forced them back to the posi- 
tions, which they occupied before the battle. Generals Cole, Stewart^ 
Hamilton, Alten, and Houghton, covered themselves with glory* The 
latter fell breathless, being struck by a chain-shot at the moment that he 
was charging the French at the head of his troops, and forcing them te 
retreat. The conflict ceased towards three o’clock in the afternoon ; 
and the combatants were struck with horror at the dreadful havoc they 
had made in each other’s ranks. The loss of the two armies was rated at 
nearly twenty thousand men hors de comhat^ whilst the total of their 
forces did not much exceed forty thousand. 

Marshal Soult had, however, accomplished his object ; for he had 
forced the English to raise the siege ofBadajoz: and he judged it use- 
less, perhaps even dangerous, to renew the engagement. On the seven- 
teenth, he manoeuvred on his right, undercover of his numerous cavalry: 
and after having saved appearances, by continuing two days in the neigh- 
boiirhood of the allies, as if he had wished to challenge them once more, 
he withdrew towards Andalusia, 

The slaughter of Albuera ought to draw down the severest censure 
upon tlie two generals, who were the wanton authors of it. Had Ge- 
nera! Beresford been sensible of the advantage, which General Blake’s 
.arrival gave him, he would not have raised the siege of Badajoz. As- 
sisted' by the zeal of the inhabitants of Estremadura,' he might, in two 
days, have drawn lines of contravallation and circumvallation. These 
would have paralyzed the Polish cavalry, which merely gained a md- 
meiitaTy success, from a kind of stupor, suddenly occasioned by" the 
length of:,: their lances ; and, above all, by the f!oati.og of a little red 
flag, that iospired terror, thou gh^ it is but a silly ornament, more fit for 
the stagAthah ior a regimental, dress* , Marshal Soult would have been 
defeated, as his cavalry would have been of no service ; and he would,, 
moreover, have been obliged, to attack in.'intrenchments the .same alii es>, 
who, even m the extensive plains, of Albuera^ forced him to fall back,i 
■ Wou lY. No* 19. f 
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Marslial Soult also bad .been informedj in.tbe oigbt of the fifteenth to 
the sixteenth, that the allies had raised the siege, and that General 
Fhilippoii' was destroying their works. What then could be his object* 
in giving battle? His well-known humanity is a sufficient guarantee 
that he was not urged by the horrible desire of spilling blood. But he. 
might have manoeuvred on the sixteenth, as he did on the seventeenth ^ 
and by this a like sagacious and humane proceeding, he would have shewn 
bimself,' not only equal in point of talents, but even far superior to his 
master, by the prudence and- skill of his com hi nations. If, in attacking 
the allied army, Marshal Soult consulted ■ only that ridiculous self-love, 
which makes the general interest secondary to the gratification of vanity,' 
he well deserved the terrible chastiseiiient he received, by'tbalossof a 
multitude of brave soldiers, whose , training had cost him • so many 
fatigues, and by the death of his intimate friend, Genera! Verle, who, 
for twenty . years, had been to. him what Berthier- was to Buonaparte--* 
his faithful companion in war, and his confidential associate. Verle fell, 
like General Houghton, charging at .the head of his troops. He was 
an honest mao, a brave soldier, and a good stuft-officer : but be wanted’ 
both the moral qualities and physical means requisite in a general. 

Marshal Soult ought to have congratulated himself on not having had 
Lord Wellington to encounter in the battle of the sixteeijth, or he pro- 
bably would have paid still dearer for his temerity. But reports, that 
Blasaena was coilei’ting his army to succour Almeida, bad called bis 
Lordship back to the north. On the second of May, Masseoa actually 
crossed the Agueda, at Ciudad-Rodrigo, On the same day, lie moved 
bis army to the Azava, near Carpio and Galegos. On the third, he 
nrarched in the direction of Almeida. The allied army assembled near 
Fuentes-de-Onora, with the exception of General Pack’s column, which 
was ordered to continue the blockade of Almeida. Lord Wellington 
rested bis left on the ruins of Fort Conception, and his right on Nava-** 
de-Aveb This position was uncommonly strong, except the right ex- 
tremity between Nava-de-Avel and Posobello, where it was possible for 
the French cavalry to act. Massena, who had not yet reconnoitred the^ 
ground,, ordered the sixth corps to attack the advanced guard of the 
allies, and take possession of.Fuentes-de-Onora, which was occupied by 
L<ird Wellington’s centre. . ..The village was several times taken and re-,, 
taken. Nothing could equal, the obstinacy .of the combatants,, but their, 
bravery.-— This' sanguinary; conflict end-ed in a tacit agreement to share' 
the. possefision ,of the post. ' Massena 'States in his report—*^ that Lord- 
1'Yellingto.n filled the avenues of this village, as well as the walls and' 
rocks , on its^ .flanks, with .troops: and that^ by a.U. possible 'means, liis 
Lordship .rendered the occupation of ' thevgreater "part of tlie.. village, 
trefnefy He adds— that when he saw the .possession of the,; 

village would, cost the. Murray:, too high a. price,., he made the requisite arrange-' 
for another species, of attack,— that he recomioitred with care the'.'' 
fianks of the enemy,— ‘that he 'found acc6ssible,..'g Found iiearNava-cI'e- 
■Avei,— and that thither he. resolveclin march his, amiy.’’ 
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Masseoaj tlieii, by bis own confession, was defeated on the third;,. and 
•©bilged 'to adopt a new plan« On the fifth, at break of day, be attacked 
the right of the 'allies, with the flower of his troops, Posobelio w,as 
carried with the bayonet, after a vigorous resistance. The French, ca- 
,¥alry, which had favoured this attack by. manoeuvring in the rear of 
the position, was kept in check hy the Are of General Houston’s co- 
lumn® Lord Wellington,- nevertheless, thought his line was too far ex- 
tended® By concentrating his troops, he lost, it is trite, his coromoiii- 
, cation with Sabiigal ; ' but he prevented the approach of the French to 
Almeida, which was the great object of Massena’s attacks. The allied 
army changed its front on its centre, the right wing falling in the rear* 

' Generals Houston, Crawfurd, and Stapleton Cotton, performed this 
movement with tlie greatest precision, though harassed by a very supe« 
ri or force. General Montbrun gained some advantage over those de« 
tached troops, that w'ere slow in joining their divisions. The prompt 
assistance, afforded wherever it was requisite, rendered the attack of 
scarcely any importance, though Massena had built upon it the hope of 
a complete victory. He was not more fortunate in his attempts against 
Fuentes-de-Onora, though he sacrifleed the choicest troops of the ninth 
corps, which formed his centre. Whenever the French appeared, the 
English retreated, in excellent order, and under a continued Are, to the 
upper part of the village, where well-placed batteries destroyed whole 
ranks of the French columns, and forced them to take to flight. Arrange- 
ments, so well combined on the part of the allies, convinced the French 
general that he had no resource left but to retreat. He was ashamed 
of being forced to leave Almeida to its fate : and in order to repair, as 
much as possible, the reverse which he had just experienced, he had 
recourse to arliflce. On the sixth, he kept his position. On the se- 
venth, he sent orders to General Brennier to blow up the fortifications 
of Almeida, and retire, with bis garrison, to Barbadel-Puerco, whence 
he was to march to Sanfelices, crossing the Agueda, near that village,' 

In conformity with these orders. General Brennier loaded with powder 
the mines, which had been prepared forthe destruction of the nmst impor- 
tant works. He spiked the artillery, and rendered the ammunition, and 
provisions of every kind, unserviceable. On the tenth, ne imparted his 
orders to the principal officers of the garrison, acquainting them with the 
danger they were about to encounter, and the measures be had taken. 
Tie then cond;ucted them to a spot, whence he pointed out the direction 
which lie intended to follow in his march. When 'he left the place, at, 
eleven o’clock at night, he gave the watchword : “ Buonaparte and Ba^. 

His adi^anced guard came up with the English posts. at the mo- 
Bient the mines' exploded, and blew up the raniparts. The Spirit cl the 
« attack, and the'saperionty' of 'luimbers,* easily opened a pass.age for the 
head of the column : but it was much harassed on its flanks, and the 
'Tear-guard was cut to pieces,' Such indeed must have been the fate of 

the- whole garrisoii, had' Lord Wellington.empioyed the wise- precautioi 

of drawing fmts'bt eoiitravailation. The delay, whieh the ' .attack, upon 
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sueli lines would have occasioned, would have given time to collect 
the blockading troops | and 'Brennier -would have received the chas- 
tisement due to his novel plan of action. There was no disgrace in sur- 
rendering to an army of forty thousand men, which bad just gained 
a signal victory over the troops destined to succour Almeida. General 
Brennier has ■ been highly extolled for having succeeded in reachio^p 
the^ bridge of Sanfelices on the morning of the eleventh : but, had lie 
perished with his whole column, as he must inevitably have done, if the 
English had been more vigilant, his conduct would justly have been 
stigmatized as that of a fool-hardy .mao, .who consults nothing but his 
own glory, and wantonly sports with the lives of the individuals under his 
command. Besides, . by destroying the forts and warlikestores of Almeida, 
e ad placed himself without the pale of the accustomed laws of war ; 
and It would have been but an, act of justice, on the part of the allied 
army, if they had fallen upon the fugitives, and refused any quarter, or, 
at least, if they had severely punished the officer who had dared to violate 
usages, consecrated by ages among civilized nations. General Brennier 
would have incurred less blame, if he had left the place and the ma-a- 
SKHies untouched. His movement, in that case, would have appeared a 
Jigorous sortie, the unexpected success of which might have suggested 
9 t ie idea of using it to avoid captivity. His unwarrantable de- 
mruction of the works and stores of Almeida deprived Lord Wellington^ 

which they had lawfully earned with the precious 
Wood, shed m the battle of- Fuentes-de-Onora. ‘ 

CTo be continued, J 


THE HISTORY OF THE WAR, 

Fron^the 18 X 4 ; m which the military Transactions of 

each Campaign are related separately and in detaiL ‘ 

CAMPaIChoF 1793. 

II. CHAP. VII. 

Disputes between the Girondists and the JacoUns—Insurrection of the 

the name of GWto, also triumphed T„t 7 ^ 

^ -S*!"-! Roland, 

i vergmaud^andGensonn,^. The latter still retained a majority 
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in tbe conventions the departments were attached to them, the executive 
council, was devoted them -; but theibrmer had gained over all the ckibs^ 
and the greater part of the inhabitants' 'of Paris. it was in vain that 
the Brissotin-s, menaced in turn by the populace of the suburbs and spec- 
tators in the galleries, wished to transfer the legislative body to Bourges, 
and surround it with a departmental guard. The Jacobins were resolved 
to destroy them. This was soon after carried into execution. The alarm 
beli was accordingly rung at three o’clock in the morning of the 31st 
of May ( 179 s) and the barriers were shut. Henriot, the commander 
of the national guard, a man entirely devoted to Robespierre, instead of 
taking the proper measures for the protection of the convention, was a 
party in tbe plot against it. Surrounded without by an'outrageous mul- 
titude, and assailed within by the party of the mountain, the represen- 
tatives were in terror for their own safety. At length, after the tumult 
had continued a considerable time, a deputation from the revolutionary 
committees appeared at the bar, and demanded the immediate suppres- 
sion of the commission of twelve, which had been nominated on purpose 
to restrain anarchy; a revolutionary army of sans-'Ctdoties ; a decree of 
accusation against twenty-two legislators ; and a diminution in the price 
of bread, T—that certain deputies also should be dispatched to the south, 
to put a stop to the counter-revolution that prevailed there ; and that 
Claviere, the minister of public contributions, and LeBrun, the ministei: 
for foreign affairs, should be arrested. Their enmity, however, was 
chiefly directed against the principal members of the Gironde, whom 
they termed the accomplices of Dnmouriez and the coalesced powers; 
they attributed to them the intention of dividing the nation into federate 
republics; and at tbe same time denounced them as having enterednnto 
a plot to place the duke of Orleans on the throne. But notwitstanding 
the entreaties and even the threats of factious committees, supported by 
the municipality, the administrators of the department, the populace of 
the suburbs, the seditious vociferations of the spectators, and the tumul- 
tous cries of the mountain, the convention still refused to sacrifice their 
confederates in so many crimes. This, however, was the last effort ; for 
two days afterwards they decreed not only the arrest of all the obnoxious 
deputies but proscribed those who endeavoured to avoid death by 


ght. 

Brissotg ' 

1 

Dll prat. 

Boileau, 

Biratteau, 

Vergniaud, 

# <n 

Sillery, 

Antiboul, 

Rabaut St. Etienne, 

Gensonne, 

V OE 

Fauchet, 

Vigee. 

Lanjuinas, 

Grangueoeve, 

Ducos,' 


La Source, 

Gorsas, 

Lacaze, . . 


Beauvais, 

Petion, 

Le Sage, 

Duperret 

■3 

Duchastel, 

Salles, 

Louvet, 

Carra, ' 


M'ainvielle, 

Cambon, 

Ducos. 

Gardien, 


Gaudet, 

Barbaroux, 

Lanthenas,- and 

Valaz6, ' ' 


Le Hardy, 

Buzot, 

Bussaulx. 


Ducos, Dussaulx, and LanthenasyWere afterwards excepted from this decree, 
vhich involvect all the members of the committee of twelve^ but Fonfrede ani 
■St Martin., 


46 THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE. [Nor, 

Several of tlie 'departments, now took ■ the' alarm, end cletemiined to 
avenge their deputies. The city of Caen resolved not to acknowledge 
.the co'oventions until . the"impnsoned members were restored to their 
functions. The city,- of Bourdeaus, and the president of the ad.mioistra- 
tion of Isle and ¥illaine4ransmitted a letter in which they anooiinced 
their resolution to -send .an armed force to Paris. The departments of 
Galvados, .the .Rhone, and the Loire, also publicly .avowed theirdeter-. 
Elio ati on to disown the convention ; and the first of these actually impri- 
soned three of the Jacobin deputies, who liad been sent to them. At 
.this critical moment too, .a, complete counter-revolution took |)lace at 
Lyons ; Marseilles- was threatened wdth comiactioiis ; Touioii exhibited 
Bianifest syiwpto.ms of disaffection ; and -the cause of the moiiiitiiin for a 
moment appeared desperate. 

... , Several of the proscribed deputies., having escaped from their coo ft tie- 
iiient, now sought an asylum at Nantes, Rennes, Bourdeaux, Caen, a,n(i 
•Evreux. -Others -.afterwards Bed from Paris and' joined thefii, Coo- 
side.red as the martyrs of. liberty, they were, every .where .received with 
joy ;. and' a general inaiirrection'of the 'provinces against the eapita.l was 
agreed upon. . : ' " 

The proscribed deputies now assembled together for the purpose of 
directing their movements.' Bussot and Gorsas, who had not been 
seized, -aEd Barbaroux -and Petion, w.ho escaped from arre.st, were already 
at Gaeo,. and headed the insurrection of the .west. Louvet', who had 
distioguished himself by. his w'ritings atid his speeches, flying from Paris, 
rejoined his friends, and- found that eight coalesced departnieiifs had 
already nomrriated their commissioners .that Wimpffen, the gallant de- 
■ .fender of Thioiiville, had .been chosen as,, the, leader, while -.De -Fiiisaye 
was appointed by him to. act as adJotant-geoeraL The girondists 
wished the troops to begin their march immediately, and even propoj:ed 
to ,.advan.ce to the capital,. where they knew that .their friends, .were botli 
numerous and formidable,, at the' head of the Breto-ys and.. Normans 
alone. But the general insisted 'on organising his army. He accord- 
ingly contented, himself with dispersing prociamations ; and on being 
summoned to give an account of his conduct by the faction that had as* 
$uoied the reins of government, be replied, that ‘‘ lie would disclose his 
..motives .. and , i.ntentionsa't the head of sixty thoasand meod^ 

In the mean time the 'new constitiitio.n, drawn up by the victorious 
party of .the mminiains was . generally' accepted throughout P'’ ranee, ' and 
even adopted', by, the primary assembbies of the insurgent -depart men ls» 
1 he .jacobins dis.played e-qual.. vigour, and- address on iliis critical occa- 
. »ioo. Not content with decrees that placed ' the treasure, and the armed 
, force, of the nation, at their dis|3osal, - they sent their commissioners and 
secret agents to every ci'tyi-a-nd almost every :viliage, in- the repinbiic, and 
procured addresses of felicitatiori-from ail the popular societies. 

It length the 'proscribed- deputies "began to suspect that 'Wiinpffea 
and DePoisaye were not only royalists, but secretly attached to the in. 
temts of a' neighbouring nation^ by means of which they wished to place 
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ooe of the Bourbons oe tbe throne of their .ancestors* The former of 
these at .last disclosed his mind freely;' and proposed a junction with the 
army of La Vendee: but the giro'ndists, who were themselves jacobins 
to the heart, refused to accede to this plan. 

On being pressed to advance directly to Paris without waiting for the 
arrival .of the departmental forces, Wimpffen at length marched towards 
Vernon, at the head of a small body of troops. The jacobins, who'had 
assembled some forces in tliat town, immediately sallied forth, 'and' re- 
ceived them with a discharge of artillery. On this, struck with a sud- 
den panic, the gallant Brissotines betook themselves to flight, except a 
single battalion of four hundred men from Finisterre ; which, on seeing 
itself abandoned, retired in good order to^ Evreux, where the fugitives at 
length rallied, - 

After this they were all re-conducted to Caen, which the general now 
proposed to fortify, that they might there wait for the quotas of troops 
promised by the neighbouring departments. ■ But the deputies, seeing 
no prospect of success, refused. The armed citizens now marclied 
towards. their several districts: Wimpifen and De Puisaye concealed 
themselves; the Deputies betook themselves to flight; some perished 
by the guillotine ; and others by fatigue and famii>e. 

Lyons, one of the largest and most flourishing cities in France, 
nearly about the same time became the theatre of a civil war. The 
principal inhabitants, consisting chiefly of men who had obtained 
wealth by trade and manufactures, desirous of 'either enjoying or in- 
creasing their fortunes in tranquillity, were solicitous only for peace*. 
The murder of Louis XVL provoked the honest part of tiiem ;.the fe- 
rocity of the jacobin clubs in the south, the revolutionary taxes, and, 
above all, the crinries aocl the iiienaces of the revolutionary leaders, reti- 
d€.red ,..ai^ iiisurrection, the only means, of safety. 

Laupel, a constitutional priest, and Chalier' the mayor, while they- 
gained, over the populace by promises and by largesses, treated the 
more opulent inhabitants with- the roost horrible atrocities. Arrests and- 
impriso.nments,, flues and. confiscations, were enforced with 'a degree of 
severity hitherto unknown ; the vaults under the towm-house were full 
of priso.iiers, and plunder, captivity,.: and death, seemed AO' be' the Tate' 
of alL, ■ " 

■ Oiider these circumstances, the sections took advantage of a late de- 
cree of the conveiitioo, and ' having met (May 9 )., under p'letenee of 
adopting the necessary , measures to ensure the public' tranquillity, seized' 
oii.^ the arsenal. The municipality, which was - devoted-' to the jacobins, 
took ..refuge, ill the town-house, ' and waited for '■ succour ■ froui the army 
of Italy. But, in the courseof that, very flight, the-head'-quarters of the 
Jacobins were .carried, and ' the mayor- was 'first deposed and ' then pot 
' to. 'deatb. . , .'. ' 

'. 1.11 the mean ' time tlie citizens ‘receive.d ’intelligence, 'that the girondisfs’ 
.had, been either arrested or proscribed' by the convention, and that the 
departments of the Rhone, the 'Gironde, and .Calvados, were about to 
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recur to -arms. . The latter resolved to make a comoion cause with 
theiUj and invited the deputies to assemble and form a congress within 
their walls. The latter accordingly -sent two members thither, but 
these no sooner- perceived that the inhabitants wished for the restoration 
of the Bourbons, than they declined all farther connection. 

■M which was now also in commotion, promised assistance to 

Lyons, and determined to march a body of troops thither. A com- 
inittee, consisting of two commissioners from each section, had been 
appointed in the former city, and all "ProveBCe followed the impulsion. 
At length this insurrection began to assume a most serious aspect; for 
the- central committee, .in concert with the administrators of the de- 
partment, the district and the municipal officers, published a manifesto, 
in which they openly declared war against oppression, bat they exhibited 
at the sanie time the most unequivocal attachment to a republican forni 
of government, and the representative system. Commissioners from 
several of the neighbouring departments had also repaired thither, to 
concert measures for the common safety, and it had been resolved, that a 
congress should be held at Bourges to regulate the general interests, 
while two representatives and a battalion from every district shouM 
assemble there. 

No sooner was the convention informed of these events, than genera! 

Cartaux was detached at the head of fifteen hundred men from the army 
of Italy, at the critical period when two battalions belonging to Mar- 
seilles and Aix, destined to form a junction with the inhabitants of 
Lyons, had taken possession of Avignon. On hearing of his march, 
that place was immediately abandoned, the Durance placed between 
the insurgents and the enemy, and as the combined squadron was now 
cruising in the Mediterranean, it began to be whispered in the central 
committee, that it would be prudent to treat with the English and 
Spanish admirals. ^ 


At all events, it appeared necessary to augment the number of bat- 

talions, and entrust the command to an officer of experience, Rousselet, 
who had been elected general of the insurgents, sensible of his own ini 
capacity, displayed a rare instance of moderation, by returning to the 
ranks and serving as a simple volunteer. Vil leneuve-Tourette, formerly 
a colonel in the regiment of Artois, was on this invested with the com- 
mand, and being joined by a body of troops from Toulon, he marched 
out in order to give battle. But Cartaux had by this, time augmented 
his detachment, and notwithstanding some advantages at first gained by 
the insurgents, they were at length forced to retreat. This defeat 
which took place at Cadenet (Aug. 10th) on the right bank of the Du- 
rance, became as fatal to the coalition of the south, as that at Vernon 
had proved to the insurrection in the north ; and the convention beinjj 
now triumphant in the field, the great cities were left to their own re- 

sources,_ and bereft of those benefits which they would have derived 

tfemmmm ■■ 
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MarseilleSj menaced at the same time by famine on one skJe« and by 
tlie army of the republicans on the other, was reduced to the greatest 
extremities. Nevertheless, at the very moment the citizens sent a depti- 
tation to the English admiral in the Mediterranean, to solicit leave for 
the importation of core, , they .permitted provisions and supplies of all 
kinds to be transmitted to the army of Italy. Measures were however 
taken to defend the neighbouring posts; and Yilleneuve accordingly 
occupied the heights ofGavote, Sabregoule, Septeme, and Roquevaire^ 
with his little army. , . 

But the Marsel llese w^ere not united amomg themselves ; many of the 
sections declared publicly their wish to accept of tbp new constitution^ 
which had been formed with astonishing celerity by the jacobins, and the 
contention was carried to such lengths that a skirmish actually took 
place (Aug, 23d), during which the blood that Howed along the streets 
already presented a prelude 'to the horrors about .to ensue. In the mean 
time the army of Cartaux, under the direction of the deputies Albite 
and Pooltier, attacked and carried the heights of Sabregoule and Sep- 
terae ; on which Villeneuve, with about live hundred of his troops, the 
municipal officers, and a number of the citizens, took refuge in Toulon 
{Aug. 25th) from the horrors that took place on the surrender of their 
native city. - , 

The citizens of Lyons were now forced to depend upon their own 
strength alone. They had at first endeavoured to escape from the rage 
of the storm which they could not resist, and accordingly accepted the 
.new constitution without any restriction ; but the deputies sent to nO"" 
tify this event to the convention were received with marked displeasurcj, 
and only evaded imprisonment by an immediate flight. Dubois Crance, 
one of the national commissioners at Ma 9 on, instead of attending, -to . 
their supplications, sent them notice, ‘Mhat the blood of the patriots 
shed by them demanded vengeance, and that they must lay down their 
arras and deliver up their new magistrates before they could hope for 
mercy.”- These terms were instantly rejected by the inhabitants, and 
the necessary preparations made for an ohkiaate defence. The position 
of the city, however, rendered it incapable of sustaining a regular siege® 
it being entirely open, and by far too. extensive to be easily protected. 
In addition to this, it was destitute of cannon ; for General Keilerraann 
bad, a little before this, obtained all the ordnance in the arsenal, under * 
pretence of supplying the wants of the army of Italy. The townsmen, 
too, although numerous, were undisciplined ; most, of them consisted of 
fathers of faDnilies, who trembled at the same time for the safety of their 
property, as vveli as for the fate .of their wives and children ^ and aL 
though an immense number appeared underarms, yet not above ten 
thousand could, be depended on. To addition to this, , the partisans , of * 
the Jacobins still remaioiog within the walls, were, resolute and deter-®; 
mined, and the populace was entirely devoted to their cause. 

Notwithstanding all these disadvantages, . knowing that their, sole hope 
depended on a successfa! resistan.ee, the Lyouese- determined to rely om, 
Yol.’TV, No. 10., ' G 
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tlieir omi iatrepiclity* \ Precy, - formerly a colonel in tlie coiistitational 
guards of Lonis^' XVLs was 'elected general 'by acclamation; Chen- 
Beletta siiperinteiicled the reparation of the fortifications ; and 3:iiidt 
cast the artillery^ Such was the general enthusiasm, that wliilcf the 
youth iew to arms, women and old men worked at the redoubts, and 
e'licouraged the warriors by their presence and example. 

The army destined for the attack consisted of nearly ten tlioosaiid 
troops of the Hoe, three thousand cavalry, and a number of battalions 
of national guards levied in the neighbooriiig departments. To these 
were attached a corps of j[ive..huodred artillery-meii, and one huiiflred 
and twenty battering guns, besides mortars. 

It was at first intended by the deputies to have attempted the city by 
assault; but the prudence of the French general* prevented him, from 
conforming to so desperate a resolution; the usual means were accord- 
ingly recurred to, and in addition to the trenches a,fld the cannon, still 
more dangerous engines were found in the adhesion of the poorer c,Iasses 
of inhabitants, who not only conveyed intelligence' into the camp of the 
tesiegers, but even directed their operations by means of signals. 

■ Find'ing the negociations of the representives inetfectual, the general 
bad recourse at length to his artillery, and such a tremendous shower of 
bombs and red-hot balls was poured in, that this unfortunate city was 
®et on fire in no less than forty-two places in the course of a single night 
But the Lyonese were less terrified by the sight of sixty thousand men, 
now assembled under their walls, than at the prospect of famine with 
which they were pienaced.- Two columns of armed citizens having 
sallied forth to collect corn, and one of these being attacked in a defile, 
the whole body, five only excepted, was cut off, and Servan their leader 
who happened to be wounded, was taken and shot. The iosiirgents, 

< however, still continued to make a vigorous resistance, and Dubois 
Cmncey who had accused the hero of ^ Valmi of cowardice, was recalled 
to give an account of his own conduct. The besiegers in their torn no# 
obtained some advantages, for 'Frecy retook the grand-redoubt and posts 
of St, Louis and Broteaux, which had been surrendered by treachery. 
.Although the enemy’s batteries were extended to within two' hundrecl 
yards of the bridge of St. Clair, and an infernal machine employed 
■against the latter,, yet it was gallantly and successfully defended^ by 
Morand, the, architect by whom' it .bad- been erected. 

, At length, however, the horrors of famine being so peradded to those 
of war, they who .had' so long displayed the most-, heroic k courage were' 
at leog-tli obliged, after a siege of fifty-four days, to yield to . aa enemy 
against' w'hicb v-alour is useless and unavailing. " 

.The new .deputies, Coilot d’Herbois, Goiithon, Maignet, and .Cha- 
teau neiif-Raodon,^ having refused t© grant any terms iintil the leader 
t'lf. the insurrection had been' delivered up,, -the -chiefs, both civil and 
• military, several of -the principal uihabitants, and all those who consi- 
dared themsel-ves 'as pro.scribed by the jacobins, to .the.amount of about 
two thop^and, sabied forth'' from the eity,„to seek an.. asy.luiii in a foreign' 
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/land. A few waggons^ containing the remnant of their. scanty forttineSj, 
and some foiir-«poiioders 5 followed this little army of fngitivess in the 
midst of which was to be seen a great number of females, determined 
not to' abandon their husbands, and who, with their children in their 
arms, resolved to share' their fate. Scarcely, however, had they entered 
the defiles of St Cyr and St. Germain, when they found themselves 
surrounded ^by nearly fifty thousand men; .and although they exhibited 
prodigies of valour upon this occasion, yet ail -resistance' became vaip oo 
account of the disparity of num.bers. The greater part perished with 
arms in their hands'; about five lmnds*ed men and women, chiefiy covered 
with wounds, experienced a worse fate by falling alive into the hands 
of their enemies, for they were transferred from dungeon to dungeon, 
‘and ended their days by different kinds of punishment ; about sixty 
Only escaped and found an asylum among the.neighboiiriiig peasants. 

Nor was the fate of a great number of the inhabitants, who trusted 
to the mercy of the conquerors, more tolerable. One fourth of the 
buildings bad been already destroyed by the besiegers. The still more 
ferocious eominissioners, not content with this, ordered the demolition 
of all the principal edifices.; measures were actually taken to transport 
a large portion of the population to another place, and a decree enjoined 
that the miserable remnant of , this ancient ' city,, hitherto so famous 
throughout all Europe on account of its rich manufactures, was no 
longer to be recognised by its former name In addition to this, or*^ 
dew were given to erect a column with an inscription, on .purpose to per«* 
petuate the resistance of Lyons, as well as the vengeance of its eaierniesf^ 
But the rage of the victors was not confined to the destruction of 
houses and temples,. The sufferings of the miserable inhabitants have 
never been surpassed ; and if we are to search for a parallel in history, 
we must recur to the. times of Attila and the merciless invaders, who 
laid Europe waste during the barbarous ages. The deputy Freron, on 
entering this devoted town, ordered a number of guillotines to be erected® 
aii.d announceci , that - terror was the order of the day/’ But he" was 
surpassed in cruel ty and ferocity by Col lot d’Herbois. His pro-consul-» 
■ship io the .south was one continued series of bloodshed. A chosen 
banc! of Parisian jacobins and a column of the revolutionary army 
.■inarched into Lyons as the precursors of his fury,- The process of the 
,axe was deemed 'too slo-w for. his insatiable vengeance ; sometimes the 
' bayonets of tlie infantry, -and sometimes the sabres- of the cavalry, were 
employed as more conformable to the celerity of his vengeance ; but at 
length grape-siiotand artillery were recurred to/and the principal square, 
the theatre of his sanguinary -exploits, was strewed with the dying an4' 
the dead, and became deluged with the blood of bis victims., . . 

t CoHumme-Affranchie was the new- appellation given to Lyons* 
t “ Lyon FIT LA GUERRE a' nA EEPUBLI^Ui: ; 

Lyon n’est plus.” 

- Lyons made war' upon the republic: 

' ' LYoifrif Mo Mo-BEjf’* '' 


m 
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THE LIVES OF THE 

GREAT CAPTAINS OF 3101) ERN HISTORY. 


IT is our puqyose imder this head to execute a task verif niuck wanted^ that of'" 
a complete collection o/The Lives of the Geeat Captains of Mo« 
30EEN Histoey. far as respects France this has been alreadif executed bp 
Frmitome^ but me hive no E^nglislt Writer ivho has attempted it The materials 
i}f these Lives wiil he as follows 1. Where the subjects themselves have left their 
mvn 3IenioirSf they shall he given infulL -2. Where these Lives have been writtem 
"hy miy author of authority^ they ivill likewise be given infidl ^ — such work being 
trafishted or reprinted^ 3* In want of such maiermh\ the best will be seleeiei 
tom the annals and memoirs of the age in which they lived. 


TEE LIFE OF JOHN DUKE OF 3 IARLB 0 M 0 UGIL 


BOOK !¥• 

* To the End of the Campmgfi in W 07 
(Continued from Vol. II L) 

M. D’AUVERQUERQUE having caused the approaches to be le*- 
'Telledj and left a good garrison in Ostend and Plassendael, marched to 
join the Duke of Marlborough, who advanced tlie 'Sth from liousselaer 
to Herlebeck, took possession of Courtray, and the 11th advanced to 
Helchin on the Scheld, where he ordered four bridges to be laid over 
that river. The country people between the Scheld and the Lys were 
commanded to level the lines* The prince royal of Prussia arrived in 
this^ camp to. serve as a volunteer under his grace, and was received with 
all the respects due to his high birth : and the troops of Prussia and 
‘Hanover, with 3000 Palatines, having joined the grand army, they 
made all the necessary dispositions for a siege. The French, by means 
of their sluices, had rendered the Lys unnavigable below Menio* Ge-*® 
liera,l Salish was tberefore sent, -with a strong detachinent, to break 
down the sluices betweei' Armentieres, Lisle, an,d Menin, to free the 
course of the Lys, that the boats loaden with artillery and amniuiiitioii 
might come up from thence .to Courtray. Mean time, the duke of 
Marlborough and' the prince of Prussia, ; attended by several geiieralsa 
advanced wkliin a mile of Tournay, to take a narrow view of that 
place.' The elector of .Bavaria, who, after quitting Ghent, retired to 
Moos, left that place also, upon advice of the duke of Marlborough’s 
Being arrived oriThe Scheldt, and would not suffer an' opera which they 
iiad prepared at Mons to be represented for the anniversary of hit 
Biftii-day,'. ^ , 

'His grace having resolved to besiege Menin, in order to execute bis 
further pr^^jects, .gt-neral Salish was commanded for that service* The 
trenches were opened in the night between the 3d and 4th of August, by- 
two a.tack.s. The approaches were, carried on with all possib'ie diligence, 
and the batteries; being got ready to ffre^ the Sth'of Aogust they began 
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to batter the place^ and made such a progress thereio^ that on the 18t¥ 
the allies stormed the counterscarp. 

This proved the bloodiest action that has been in any siege since the 
■^attack of the covert-way of Keyser'waert. Lieutenant-general Scholts: 
commanded the attack on the right, having under him major-general 
Fallaot and brigadier-general Swartzel ; ' and the left was commaoded 
by the ear! of Orkney, having under him major-general de Villates, and 
the^duke of Argyle, brigadier. There were 300 grenadiers at each at- 
tack, and as many fusileers ; and the regiments of Loth urn, Ingoldsby, 
Pallaiit, Fagel, Lauder, Vogelin, Goven, Ruiik, and Leers, supported 
them. The attack began with springing two mines under the two 
^saliant angles of the covert-w^ay, which had a good eifect; and then the 
grenadiers advancing with an uncommon intrepidity to the palisadesj 
threw their grenades into the covert-way, and leaped after them, killing 
all that they found. The enemy made a great resistance, and the first 
live battalions suffered very much, by reason of the great fire they made 
from the place. But at last the confederates lodged themselves on 
the four angles of the counterscarp, and began to erect their batteries 
thereon. The loss on both sides, in the attack of the counterscarp, was 
computed at about two thousand men, killed and wounded. The be- 
siegers had three engineeis killed, and as many wounded. The troops 
followed the example of their g’enerals, and behaved themselves with un- 
paralleled bravery. The duke of Argyle distinguished himself in a par- 
ticular manner on this occasion; as his grace did at the siege of Ostend. 

The duke of Vendome threatening to attempt the relief of Menin, 
the duke of Marlborough caused his army to make a motion, the let^ 
advancing to Lawe near Menin, that he might be in a condition to 
fight the French, if they made any motion towards the latter place. 
This siege had cost the allies but few men before the attack of the 
counterscarp, and notone officer of note except brigadier Capol, aud« 
son of the late earl of Athlone. Count Corneille, son to M. d’Aiiver- 
querqiie, known in the army by the title of count Nassau Oudenburg, 
brigadier-general of horse, going into the trenches with the princes of 
Nassau-Dillenburg, out of curiosity, was wounded. 

The l§th, at night, the allies began two saps, in order to make a de- 
scent into the ditch, and they worked upon the batteries on the counter- 
"scarp. The 20th they finished two batteries, one of six, and the other of 
five pieces of cannon, which began to fire upon the bastion and ravelin 
the next morniog, at day-break ; and two more battalions being per- 
fected,' were ready to play the 22d in the morning. The duke’ going 
thither at the same time, to see what progress was made, the governor 
'beat a parley ; whereupon the hostages wese exchanged about nine that 
'inorning. 

■ The, garrison desired, araoog other things, that they might be allowed 
four 'days from the date of the capitulation to expect succours ; ■ and if 
they were mi relieved in that time, a gate should then be delivered up. 
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This article they proposed was refused ; and it was agreed in the 
evening, that they should deliver up the gate of Bruges the nest day, 
being the 23d, at nine in the morning; that they should march out 
with the marks of honour, but should carry aivay with them onlv four, 
pieces of cannon and two niqrtars, and should be conducted to Douay ; 
that they should be provided with waggons and boats : that their sick and 
wounded, who could not be removed, should be taken care of in the 
town at their own charge; that as to the debts of any of the garrison, 
they should not be stopped for thena, provided they gave such security 
for the payment thereof as should be accepted by their creditors : that 
eight covered waggons should be allowed them : that the prisoners on 
both Sides, should be set at liberty, as desired. It was_agreed, tiuit tlie 
capitulation should be signed by the general who commanded the siege, 
as is usual in like cases ; and the allies promised that cave should be 
taken to prevent any disorder, and justice should be done immediately 
upon any complaint. In pursuance of this capitulation, the duke of 
Argyle took possession of the gate of Bruges, the 23d in the morn- 
ing, with a guard of 200 men. The surrender of this garrison happened 
some days sooner than the allies could have expected, considering their 
numbers and the strength of the place; and that liiere were very con- 
siderable magazines, both of ammunition and provisions. 

The 25th, inthe morning, the garrison of Meniii, consisting of twelve 
battalions of foot, and three squadrons of dismounted dragoons, making' 
in all 4300 men, marched out with the usual marks of honour, under a 
guard of 200 confederate horse, who conducted them the next day to 
Douay. The F rench officers owned they had upwards of 1 000 men 
killed and wounded during, the siege; but it appeared they lost many 
more, and several deserted as they marched out. M. de Cararaau, the 
commander, saluted the duke of Marlborough, and made his grace a 
qpmpliment as he passed by in the rear of the garrison. . Major-general 
Welderen, being appointed to command in Menin, took possession of 
the town the same day \vith five Dutch battalions of foot. The allies 
found in the place 55 pieces of brass cannon, and 10 of iron, be- 
sides several other pieces that were buried under ground ; 6 mortars, 
810 double barrels of powder, 387 double barrels of musket-ball, besides 
a peat quantity of all other sorts of ammunition. As to the loss of the 
allies m this siege, it amounted to near 3000 mep killed, and wounded. 

^ The duke of Marlborough, upon visiting the town of Menin, after 
the garrison was marched out, found among the artillery four pieces of 
pnnon with the arms of England, taken at the battle of Landen ; which 
his grace direped to be sent to England. He then gave orders for the 
besiegmgof Dendermonde, in form, and General Churchill was ap- 
pointed to command the siege. 

_The 1st of September, three days after the siege begau, the duke of 
M rlborough arrived in the camp topress on the attack, where the bat- 
f - two of the redoubts. The nextdav wasem- 

plowed in forming the batteries against the town, which began to fire. 
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tlie4tli5 with such success, that a breach was almost practicable ,by the 
pext moniiiig*, when ‘the besiegers attacked the redoubt at the Brussels 
port. The enemy retired in such confusion, that they were pursued to 
the gates of the town. The garrison thereupon beat a parley; but they 
losisting upon an honourable -capitulation,- orders were given for renew-* 
ing the attack. The governors then desired a little' longer time ; and at 
iwe in the afternoon they submitted to be prisoners of war^, and imnle-* 
diately delivered Vip the Mechlin gate. ‘ The garrison was conducted to- ■ 
Holland : it consisted of two French regiments of foot,., a Spanish bat« 
talioii, 7C10 men drawn out of several other regiments, and 200 dragoona 
mounted. Thus, after seven days’ siege, the duke of Marlborough be- 
came master of a place, that had formerly baffled the French king’s 
. army, who besieged it in person. His 'Grace appointed brigadier M'ere- 
dith tocommand here with a'garrison of 500 men, besides the regiment 
of Sarra^Blaoca. 

M-« d’Auverquerque having invested the town of Aeth with forty bat** 
talioDsand thirty squadrons, the trenches were opened the 20th oF Sep- 
tember, and the works were carried on with so much success, that on the 
the 29 th the besiegers made a lodgment on the covert-way, and in the 
night between the last of September and the 1st of October, they took 
possession of the counter-guard before the bastion which was attacked* 
This obliged the garrison to beat a parley, and they sent two officers, 
to deiiiaod an honourable capiiulation. M. d’Auverquerque gave them 
to understand, that they were to expect no other terms than to be pri- 
soners of war ; but that, out of courtesy, he would allow the officers their 
swords and baggage, and the soldiers their knapsacks, giving them half 
an, hour’s time to consider of it. The Dutch 'j^-eneral sent one of his- 
adjutants with them, to know the governor’s resolution, who- brought 
word at first that he would pot agree to it ; upon which, hostilities, were 
renewed. But the next morning they beat a parley a second time, and 
. the same two officers were again sent 'out, one of them being a co’lbnel, < 
and the other adjutant* to the duke of Vendoine. After some contest, 
it was agreed, that- the garrison should surrender themselves prisoners' 
of war. Accordioglyi 'on' the 4th of October, 150 officers;’ and about ■ 
§00 soldiers;, which were the whole number, besides almost 300 sick and 
wounded left in' the hospitals,.' that remained of 21'00, werci sent' to 
^ Ghent,, to be- embarked 'there forBergen-op-Zoom. 

The duke of Marlborough -continued* encamped at Gramez all this- 
whi'le, to cover the siege of Aeth ; and the duke of Yendome contented' 
himself to'' hehoUI the' taking of that place, with the same tranquillity 
.with which ' he had' seen' the taking- of Menin. The forces of the - alliess,' 
being joined again, encainped in-, the plain; of Cam-bron, from whence 
raajo-r-gerieral; 'Murray was detached with-' tea battalions to fortify- 
C-O'urtniy. , The- French army lay betw-'een Mons and Conde, and theu* 
general ordered-'' all the- garrisons liv French F land e-rV to join Kis army, 

a«_ if he was resolved to: op'i>os'e* the' 
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, The season of the year being now too .far adfanced to iindertake any 
other siege in the Netherlands, the duke of Marlborough resolved to se-* 
parate his army in the beginning of November, and went to Brussels the 
27th of October, attended by Mr. Stepney, her majesty^ envoy exlraor- 
^dinary, and several general officers. His grace was met at some distance 
from the town by genCrai Churchill, count Ziozendorf, and other per-, 
sons of quality, with whom, at the repeated request of the magistrates^ 
he made: his' entry on horseback. At the Aoderlecht port liis grace was 
received by the burgomaster and magistrates, who there presented , him 
with the keys of honour, and made him a very harrisoine speech; ex« 
pressing their gratitude to her majesty of Great Brilain and the Eoglisli, 
nation, and to his grace, the glorious instrument of their deliverance® 
The streets through which his grace passed vJere. filled with a great 
course of nobility and gentry, and lined with the burghers under arius^ 
The people made loud acclamations, and gave all other demonstrations 
of joy : the cannon in the mean time firing from the ramparts, to a 
word, the same honours were paid to his grace as were formed v to the' 
dukes of Burgundy. His grace alighted at the palace of Orange, where 
be was complimented by the council of state, the states of Brabant, and 
■the chief of the clergy. The 28 th in the moruing the magistrates waited 
on him again in a body, and presented him with what they called tlie Wine 
of Honour, which was brought in atun, gilded and painted with his grace’s 
arms, upon a carriage, with strean:iers, drawn by six horses, preceded by 
trumpets and kettle drums, and attended by a cavalcade of young 
students op horseback, finely clothed, with devices in their hands in 
boiiour of his grace, representing the great actions of that campaign. 
The next day his grace set out from Brussels on his return to the army^ 
having during his stay received all possible marks of honour and respect 
from the whole city. 

The army, being marched to St.-Quintiii Lionick, separated the sixth 
of November, and the troops filed off to their respective garrisons. The 
English: forces were quartered 'in Ghent under their own general; the 
Banes in Bruges, and the Prussians and the Luoenborghers along 
the Demer, and between theMaeseand the Rhine. The Dutch troops 
were in several places, under their respective generals. M. d’Auver- 
querque commanded in chief in the Nefherlaods, . (the duke of MmU 
borough having refused that honour, ; as well as the whole civil 'govern- 
ment of the conquered', provinces) and resided at Brussels c!orin«* the 
winter. 

The duke of Marlborough arrived the 8 th of Movember at the Hague^ 
and received the compliments of the states and foreign ministers on his 
wonderful campaign. His grace had several conferences with the depii, 
ties of the states, wherein they agreed,, that the steps .F,rance had made' 
towards a. peace .should be communicated to the.mioisters of the a!lie% 
to take off all ^suspicions of secret iiegotiatioos, and encourage them^ 

to .redouble their efforts against the next cam 
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Pursuant to this resolution the states having desired the ministers of 
the potentates that were in the grand alliance to be present at an extra- 
ordinary coogresss their cer'Uties for foreign* affairs made a ootiheatioii. 
to them that gave ■them great satisraction. They owned, that France 
had formerly, by some private persons, made general iathiiatious of theii; 
willingness to treat of peace, and that la^t winter the marquis d’ Alegre 
had presented the states a formal memorial on the same subject, the 
substance of which was read to the coogres*., : that they had given no ear 
to these advances, nor comniiioicated them to the allies, because they 
did not judge them worth imparting to them. But that, in October 
past,, the elector of Bavaria had written a letter to the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and another to the field-deputies of the states; w'nich two letters 
and the answers thathad been returned to them, were also communicated 
to the congress. The first of these letters, and the duke’s answer, are 
as follows I the other letter and answer .we shall omit, as being the same 
10 substance with what we insert. The elector expresses himself thus : 

** The most Christian king, sir, finding that some overtures of peace, 
which he had caused to be made by. private ways, hud, instead of pro*« 
ducing the good effect of making known his dispositions for promoting 
a general peace, been looked upon, by ill-designing persons, as an artilice 
to disunite the allies, and make an advantage of the misunderstanding 
that might be created amongst them, has resolved to shew the sincerity 
of his intentions, by renouncing all secret negotiations, and openly pro- 
posing conferences, in which means may be found for re-establishing 
the tranquillity of Europe, 

The most Christian king is pleased to commission me to inform you 
of this, and to desire you to acquaint the queen of England with it. 

I.give the like notification, on the part of the most Christian king, 
to the states-general, by a letter that I have written to their field-depu- 
ties ; and he would do the like with regard to the other potentates that 
are at war with him^ had they ministers so near at Imnd as you are, to 
receive the like intimatiou ; he having no design to exclude any of the 
said potentates from the negotiation that shall be begun in the confer- 
ences he proposes. * 

Further, for advancing a good so great and necessary to Europe, 
which has too loogsufiered the inevitable calamities of **var, be consents, 
that a plac|j may forthwith be chosen between the two armies, arid 'after 
their separation between Bfons and Brussels,* in which, with you, Sir, 
(with whom the interests of England are so safely .intrusted) the depu- 
ties": the statesThal! please to nominate, and the persons whom the king 
of France' shall iiiipower, they may open their intentions upon so im- 
portant an |ffaii% 

1 am extremely pleased, Sir, to have such an occasioi^ to make you 
this overture, being persuaded it v/ill leave no room for making a doubt 
of the sentiments of his most Christian majesty : and as it may be so be- 
neficial to all Europe, you will be glad to give an account of this to the 
queen of England, without loss of time, and to .whomsoever else yc}i.\ 

'VoL. IV. No. 19. ' ,H - 
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sliall think lit. I shall expect yoor answer, Sir, to commiinicate to tlie^ 
most clinstiaa king ; and shall always be ready, Sir, to do you service. 

(Signed) M. Eis AN UEiD,' Elector. 

« OcL 21, 1706.” 

To which his grace returned the following answer 
Sir,— H aving communicated to the queen, my mistress, what yoiiT 
electoral highness did me the honour to write to me in your letter of the 
2 1st of last month, of the intentions of the most Christian king to en- 
deavour to establish the tranquillity of Europe, by conferences to be 
held for that purpose between deputies on both sides; her majesty has 
Commanded me to answer your electoral frighness, that it is a pleasure 
to her to be informed of the king’s inclination to agree to the making of 
a solid and lasting peace witlyail the allies. As this is the sole end that 
obliged her majesty to continue this war till now ; so she will be very 
glad to conclude it in concert with all her allies, on conditions that may 
secure them from all apprehensions of being forced to take up arms again 
after a short interval, as happened last time. Her majesty is also wiiliiig 
I should declare, that she is ready to enter, jointly with all the higfi 
allies, into just and necessary measures for settling such a peace; her 
majesty being determined not to enter upon any negociation ivithout the 
participation of her said allies. But the way of conferences that is pro- 
posed, without more particular declarations on the part of his most 
Christian majesty, does not seem proper to her for attaining a truly solid 
and lasting peace. Their lordships the states general are of the same 
opinion. Therefore your electoral highness will rightly judge, that it is 
necessary tp think of other more solid means to attain so great an end, 
to which her Majesty will contribute with all the sincerity that can be 
wished, having nothing so much at heart as the relief of her subjects, 
and the tranquillity of Europe. Your electoral highness will always 
do me the justice to be persuaded of the respect with which I have the 
honour to be, &c. Marlboeough. 

20, 1706.’’ 

After reading these pieces, the deputies of the states made a speech to 
the congress, pursuant to their instructions. They set. forth, that the 
peace could not but be extremely agreeable to them, and no doubt to all 
the other'allies, if it could be had on such terms as might reasonably pro- 
mise for its being firm and lasting; but that the conference proposed, 
without a more particular discovery of the intention of France, or with- 
out a probable certainty, or appearance, of good success,., did not seem 
to their high mightinesses to be a proper means for attainiogit, bu t ratlier^ 
a means to divert the thoughts of war, and of the great preppratioos the 
fiiemy madei and to lull some of the allies a.sleep by the hppea of peace® 

(To he continued^J 
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OFFICIAL NARRATIVES 

OF THE 

CAMPAIGNS OP BUONAPARTE/ 

SINC£ THE PEACE OF ATHENS, 

Being a Complete Collection of the whole of the Bulletins 

PUBLISHED BY BUONAPARTE TO HIS ABDICATION. 

FT ts the teell hnoim opinion of some of our ablest Generals, that the French BuU 
ietins of Buonaparte contain the most coniplete practical lessons of m jdern toaifare, 
and with a due alloiuance for some exaggeration, include the fullest narrative of 
the most memorable campaigns on record. A wish, therefore, has often been ex* 
pressed that theij loere dll puhiWied in one form, so as to form a portable manual 
as well for future reference as for present study. It is cur present purpose t& 
effect this. In this, and in the following numbers of the Chronicle, we shall 
accordinghj give a complete collection of the whole of the ^Bulletins published by 
Buonaparte. This began only in the Jirst Campaign after he teas Emperor. The 
form of a Bulletin being considered in foreign Cabinets as belonging only to 
.Sovereiigns, 


CAMPAIGN IN GERMANY OF 180g, 


EIGHTH BULLETIN (continued from voL iit.), 

Vlen?ia, Blay IS» 

Yesterday the Emperor reviewed gen. N^rssoatzs division of heavy ca- 
valry. He bestowed mucli praise oa the appearance of this fine divisioiij^ 
which, after so severe a campai^^n, exhiluted 5,000 horses in order of battle. 
His majesty filled up the vacaiuics by new appointments, and bestowed. 
the title of Baron, with an estate, on the bravest cfiieer; and the deco- 
ration of the Legion of Honour, with i,900 franks, on the bravest cui- 
rassier of each regimenU We found at Vienna 500 pieces of cannon, a vast 
liiimber of gun-carriages and muskets, a great quantity of pow'der, abundance 
of ready made military accoutrements, and a heap of bullets and cast iron. — 
Only ten houses were destroyed during the bombardment. The people of 
Vienna remarked, that this misfortune had justly fiilieu on those who were the 
most zealous , promoters of the war, and they perceived then that general 
Aodreossy directed the batteries.— The appointment of this general to the 
government of Vienna, has proved highly satisfactory to all the inhabitants. 
He had left behind in the capital an honourable recollection, and enjoys the 
general respect of the people. A few days rest have greatly benefited the 
army ; and the weather is now so fine, we have scarce any sick. The wine 
distributed to the troops is in abundance, and of excellent quality. — The Aus- 
trian govefnraeot has made astonisldog eiforts for the support of this war. It 
is calculated that the preparations have cost above SOD millions in paper money* 
Tiie mass of bills in circulation exceeds in value 1,500 millions. The court 
of Vienna has carried off the plates of this sort of assignats, for vyhich a part 
of the mines of tlie monarchy are mortgaged, t!i at is to say, their security is a 
property almost chimerical, and over whiclythe Holders of the paper have no 
cootroul. While a ptiper money which the public could not reject, and which 
daily increased in value, was thus widely multiplied, the court, through the 
bankers of Vieona, bought op all the gold that could be procured, and sent it 
to' a foreign country, A month lias scarcely elapsed since chests full of gold 
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ducatsj sealed witli tlie Imperial seal, were forwarded by the Eortli of Geriiiaiiy 
to HoSlaiid, * ' . 

OnDER.-^i. The Militia, called the Landwlier, is disbanded— 2. A general 
amnesty is granted to aiJ who belong to the said Militia, attd who sliall retiirn 
to tlieir homes at the farthest within 14 days after the entrance of our troops 
into the territory in which they have'been raised,— 3. If the oilcers do not 
return wdthio the aforesaid time,, their houses shall be buriit, and their property 
s declared forfeited. — 4^' The villages which have fiiniislied men for this Militia, 
called the Landwlier, shall be bound to recal them, and to deliver op the arras 
they placed in their hands. — 5. The coramandauts of the several provinces 
are charged with the necessary measures for the execution of this Decree.*^!!i 
our Imperial , Palace, at Schoeiibruon, May*' 14. — (Signed) Napoleon.— By 
order of the Emperor, Alexander, Prince of Neufchatel, major-generaL 

. , ' NINTH BULLETIN. 

V Vienna, if).— While ' the army was taking some repose at Vienna ; 

wdile its corps were re-uniting, and while the Emperor was reviewing the 
troops, in order to distribute re.w-ards to the brave men wiio had distioguEbed 
themselves, and 'filling up the vacancies which had occurred, every iiecessary 
preparation Wv^s made for the, operation of the passage of the Danube,— After the 
Battle of Eckiimhl, prince Charles being driven to the other side of the Da« 
Kuhe, Imd no other refuge than the mountains of Bohemia. — By pursuing tlie 
remains of prince Charles’s army into the interior of Boliemia, the Emperor 
Blight irr/c taken from him his artillery and baggage, but this advantage was 
not sutiicient to counterbalance thejiardships to which tlie army would have 
hem exposed during a march of 14 days, through a miserable, mountaiuouSj, 
and desolate couiitay. — ^The Emperor adopted no plan which might procras* 
tinate his entrance into Vienna even for a day, as he rightly conjectured, that 
in the state of excitation wliidi prevailed, it would be attempted to present 
some obstacles by defending the town, which has a very good breast- work^ 
provided with bastions. — Besides, his army of Italy demanded all his attentioOj, 
and the idea that the Austrians were in possessibn of his fine provinceof Frioli 
and Fiave, never permitted him to repose.— The duke of Auerstadt was posted 
Before Eatisbon W'heo prince' Charles retreated into Bohemia; but he iin- 
mediately proceeded by Passau and Lints to the left bank of the 'Danube, thus 
* gaining four marches on that Priiice. The corps of the prince of Ponte Corvo 
acted upon a like system, and made a movement towards Egra, which obliged 
prince Charles to direct the corps of gen. Bellegarde towards the same point; 
but the prince of Ponte Corvo made a bold counter-march towards Liotz^ 
which he reached before gen. Bellegarde, who beiiig aware of this counter- 
Biarcli had' aisp moved towards the Danube.— These manoeuvres, performed 
from day to day, according to circumstances, have delivered ited)’ ; have thrown 
the bai rieis of thp Inn, of the Salza, of the 1 rauo, and all tiie enera v's iiiagfiziiies,* 
out of defence ; have reduced Vienna; havedissolved the militia and 'the land-. 
wher, have completed the everthrowofthe corps of tim avcluL Lewis and gem 

Hiller, and have siili farther withered the fome of the enemCs general.. ^Tliis 

commander being aware of the march of the Emp<n-or, it became necessary 
for him to make '"a movement towards Lintz, in order to pass the bridge and 
unite wiih the corps of the arch d. Lewis and gcocra] , Hiller, The French 
arniy howevey was there for some days before he could approach to form a 
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j’diicticfn. He imagined perhaps that he would be able to effect his junction at 
Krem''» but ihjit r:Ks a vain hope. He was again four days too late, and gen, 
Hiller, whcc he the Danube, was obliged to burn the same bridge of 

KreiP.:., he hoped to be able to effect a junction at Vienna, but he 

was rpii :* c„ -re sevenu days 'nehiad.WFhe Emperor has caused a bridge to be 
thrown ov^.-*: llic Danube, at the village of Ebersdorf, two leagues below 
IbeiiLu. Tne river is ai rhic phice divided into several branches, and is 400^ 
toises broad. ’I'niij wcrh was oxdy commenced yesterday at four o’clock in the 
afternoon. > ilo’bo, division vras conveyed across to the left bank, and routed 
the weak def ach merits which disputed the ground with it, and attempted to 
cover the furthest branch of the river. Generals Butrand and Parnetti are 
superiotending tlie construciiou of two bridges, of which one is more thau 
240, Mid the other more than ISO toises long, and which ^“communicate in the 
Hiiddie of the river by an islraid. it is hoped that the works will be finished 
to»rnorrow.—AII the accounts we receive induce us to believe that the emperor 
of Austria is atZaiiim. There is still no rising in Hungary 1 la want of arms,> 
saddles, and money, and not much attached to the house of Austria, this nation 
appears to have refused all kind of assistance. — Geu. Lauriston, his niajesty’s 
aid-de-cainp, has marched at the liead of the Baden infantry, and gen. Colbert’s 
brigadeof light cavalry from Neustadt toBruckenoa.the Simeririgberg, which 
is a hid dividing the waters that run into Ihe Black Sea and the Mediterranean* 

In the course of this difficult march betook 100. prisoners. — Geu. Dupellin 
has marched towards Marinzell. He has disarmed about 1,000 of the laud* 
wher, and made a number of prisoners. The duke of Dautzic has advanced 
to Inspruck. At Vorge! on the 1 4th, he fell in with gen. Chastellar and his 
Tyrolese, routed him, and took 700 prisoners, and 11 pieces of cannon. — On 
the 12th Kufstein was relieved. His majesty’s chamberlain, M. Gertnain^who, 
was shut up in the place, conducted himself with propriety. — ^The posrtiou of , 
the army is at present as follows The corps of marshals the dukes of Rivoli 
and Montebello, and the grenadier corps of general Oudinot, are at Vienna 
along with the Imperial Guard, M<arshal the prince of Ponte Corvo is at 
Liiitz with the Saxons, and Wirtemberghers, and lias a corps of reserve at 
Passao, Marshal the duke of Dantzic is with the Bavarians at Sallzburgh and 
inspruck. — Colonel tjie count of Czernichew, aid-de-camp of the emperor of 
Piussia, who had been sent to Paris, arrived at the head-quarters as the army 
was entering Vienna. He has since served in the army, and attends on his 
majesty. He Ijas brotjght iateliigence respecting the Russian army, which was 
not to break up froirs its cantonments before the 10th or i2th of this months 
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Ml^ersdorfi 3‘Ia^ 25. — -Opposite to Ebersdorf the Danube dividesinto three 
branches sep « rated by l>vo islands. The distance -from the right bank to the 
island on thiii side, which is 140 toi^s in circumference, is, about 1,000 tosses. 
The distance from this island to the greater is 120 toises, and here the stream 
runs with the greatest force. The larger of the two islasids is called In-der- 
Lobao, and the water which separates it from the mainland is^ 70 toises broad. 
The first villages which appear -after crossing are Gross-Aspero, Esiing,, and 
Enzerdorf. The passage of such a river as the Danube, in the presence df an 
enemy well acquainted with all the local circumstances, and who has the in* 
habitants on liis side, is one of the greatest military, enterprises that can be 
imagined. The bridge over the arm of the river which separates the right 
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bank from the first islaiKl, and the bridge from this island to that of In-der^ 
Lo'biu, were erected ou the 19th. Molitor’s division had been conveyed to 
the great island on the IStli by row boats. — On the '20th the Emperor arrived 
at In-der-Lobau, and caused a bridge to be thrown over the least arm of the 
Baanbe from that islaiid to the left bank, between Gross-Aspern and Esiing« 
This arm beiiig not quite 70 toises broad, only fifteen poiitoons were required 
for the operation, which were fixed within three hours by colonel Aubry, of 
the artiilery. Colonel St. Croix, aid-de-camp of marshal the duke of Rivoli^, 
arrived first on the left bank, in an open boat, and general Lassalle’s division 
of the *light cavalry, with. Molitor and Boudet’s divisions, passed during the 
night. Afterwards the Emperor, accompanied by the prince of Neiifciiatek 
the dukes of Eivoli and Montebello, examined the position of the left bank, 
and determined the field of battle, posliogthe right on the viflage of Ssling, 
arid the left on the village of Gross-Aspern. Both villages were likewise gar- 
risoned.— -On the IMst, at four in the afternoon, the enemy’s army shewed it- 
self, and appeared to have tor its object to defeat our van guard, aud to drive 
it into the river. Vain enterprise ! — -The duke of Rivoli was the first attacked 
at Gross-Aspern, by the -corps of general Bellegarde. He maiiceuvred with 
the divisions of Molitor and Legrand, and rendered completely abortive all 
the attacks which the enemy made tlvat evening.. The clake of Montebello 
defeiKldd the village of Esiing, 'and marshal the duke of fstria covered the 
plain with the light cavalry and Espagme’s division of cuirassiers, prbtacting 
at the same time Ewyensdorfj the contest was severe, the enemy having 
SOO pieces of cannon and 90,000 nien, collected from the remains of all the 
Austrian corps. — D’Espagme’s divisioii of cuirassiers, which made several fine 
charges, advanced in two squares, and took 14 pieces of cmmon, but a ball 
kiiled#gen. D’Espagne wiiile fighting gloriously at the head of his troops. Fie 
wms a brave man, and in every respect eminent and [)raise\vosthy. The gen. of 
brigade Foolers was likewise killed in a charge. — General Nansoutz arrived 
ill the evening on tlie field of battle, with the single brigade commanded by 
gen. St Germain, and distinguished himself by several brilliant charges. At 
eight o’clock the action terminated, and we remained masters of Fne field.— 
Boring the night, gen. Oudiaot’s corps, St. Fliiiaire’s division, ae.d two bri- 
gades of light cavalry, and the train of artillery, passed over by the bridges. 
On the 522d the duke of Rivoli was the first engaged at four iu the monnng. 
TIh! enen^y made several successive attacks, in order to retake the village. At 
last the duke of Rivoli, tired of acting on the defensive, attacked the enemy in 
Ins turn, and threw tliem into confusion. Gen. Legrand distinguished him- 
self by the coolness and intrepidity which characterise him The general of 

division Boudet was stationed at the village of Esiing, and liad had orders to 
defend that important position— Observing, that the enemy occupied a very 
wide space between his right and left wing, it was resolved to penetrate by 
Ills centre. The duke of Montebello led’ the attack. Gen. Oudinot was on 
the left, St. Fliiiaire’s division was on the centre, and Boudet’s division was on 
the' right wing. _The enemy’s centre would not withstaacl the’‘ sight of oiir 
troops. — in a iiiomeiit every thing was borne down before them. The duke 
of Istrk made several brilliant and successful attacks. Three cohuims of in- 
fantry were' charged and cut down by the cuirassiers. The Austrian army 
was, on the point of being destroyed, when at seven iii the morning an akhde- 
camp of the Emperor ciime to inform him that the sudden rise of tlK-,Baimbe 
liadset afloata great. number of trees^ which were cut down during the late 
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events at Vienna, and rafts which had been left on the bank 5 and that tho 
bridges whidi formed the eommunication between the right bank and the 
little island, and between the iittie island and that of lu-der-Lobau, had thero 
by been carried away. This rapid swell, which usually does noUake placd 
until the middle of June on the melting of the snow, has been accelerated by 
the great heat which has for some days prevailed, AH the reserve parks of 
artillery which where advancing, were by the loss of the bridges detained oa 
the right bank, as was also a part of our heavy cavalry, and the whole of the 
duke of Auerstadt’s corps. This dreadful accident induced the Emperor to 
put a stop to the movement in advance. He ordercHi the duke of Montebello 
to keep the field of battle which had been won, and then to lake his position^ 
with the left wing restirig on a curtain-work, which the duke of Bivoli 
covered, and his right wing at Esling — The artillery and iohuitry cartridges 
which were in our reserve park could not now* be. brouglit across the river. 
The enemy was io a most frightful state of disorder at the moment, when he 
learned that our bridges were broken down. The slackening of our fire, and 
the concentrating movement of our army, sdon left- him no doubt respectiniv 
this unforeseen accident. All his cannon and artillery equipage, which were 
before on the retreat, were again drawn out in line, and from nine in the 
Bioniing to seven in the evening he made most astonisiiiug exertions, s!q-)port(3d 
by the fire of i200 pieces of cannon, to throw the French army into disorder j but 
all his efforts tended to his owadisgrace. Thrice he attacked ihe villages of Eslim*- 
and Gross-Aspern, and thrice he filled them with his dead. The fusiiecrs of 
the guards, commanded by general Monton, acquired great glory 5 they de- 
feated the reserve, formed of all the grenadiers of the Austrian army, and tiie 
only fresh troops which remained to the enemy. Gen. Oros pul to the sword 
700 Hungarians, who had succeeded in entrenching themselves in the church- 
yard of Esling- The tirailleurs under the command of geii.CuriaJ, perform*, 
ed their first service this day, and proved that they ppsscssed courage. ’Gem 
Dorsenne, col. commandant of the old guards, posted his troops in the third 
line, forming a brazen wall, which was alone capable of wiihstaading all the 
efforts of the Austnaii army. The enemy discharged 40,000 coimoti shot 
against us, while we deprived of our reserve parks, were under the necessity 

of sparing orir ammunition, lest -some other unforeseen events should oecuf. 

In the evening, the enemy returned to his old position, which he had left 
previous to the commencement of the attack, and we remained masters of the 
field. His loss is very great: it being estimated by the most experienceci 
officers that he left more then 1£,000 dead on tljc field. "According to the 
reports of the prisoners the enemy have had QS generals and 60 superior of- 
ficers killed or wounded. Lieut, field marshal Weber and l,.500 men, and 
four standards, have fallen into our hands. Our loss has also been considerable. 
We have 1,100 killed and 3,000 wounded. — The duke of Montebello was 
wounded by a cannon ball in tlie thigh, at six o’clek in the evening of the Sgdj 
but an amputation lias taken place, and his life is out of danger. At first it was 
til ought that he was killed, and being carried on a hand-barrow to where the 
Emperor was, his adieu was most affecting. In the midst of all the anxieties 
of the day the Emperor gave himself up to the expression of that tender friend- 
ship which during so many years he has cherished for tiiis brave companion 
in arms. Some tears rolled from his eyes, and turning to those who surrounded 
liim, he said, My heart required such a pang as this, to make me occupy' 
ttiyself^ on this day^ with any other care than that of my annyf’ The duke, 
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of Montebello was' insensible, but recovered himself In the presence of the 
Emperor ; he eiiibraced him and said, within'an hour you will have lost him 
who dies with the glory and the consolation of being your best frierid.’*<-i«Tlie 
general of division, St. Hiilaire, is also wounded j he is one of the first generals 
of France. Gen. Diirosnel, aid-de-camp to the Emperor, was also killed by 
a cannon-ball, while he was carrying an orcleiv — .The soldiers displayed all 
that coolness and intrepidity which is peculiar to the French only. — ^The water 
of the Danube still increasing, the bridges of the Danube could not be restored 
diiriog the night; the Emperor, therefore, ordered the army, on the 2Sd, to 
pass from the left bank across the little arm, and take a position in the island 
of In-der-Lohau, protecting the teles dwpontc.r-.The works for replacing the 
bridge are continued with assiduity and nothing will be iinderlaken until they 
are secure, not only against the accidents of the water, but against any thing 
that may be attempted against them. The rise of the river, and the rapidity 
of the stream, must require much labour and great caution. — On the 
when the army was informed that the Emperor had ordered it to retreat to 
the great island, nothing could exceed the astonishment of the brave troops ; 
victorious on both days, they had supposed that the remainder of the army 
had joined them; but when they were told that the high water had carried 
a\vky the bridges^ and that its continued increase rendered the renewal of 
their ammunition and provisions impracticable, and that any movemet in ad- 
vance would be absurd, it was with great difiiculty they could be persuaded 
of the truth of the statement. — ^That bridges constructed of the largest boats 
of the Danube, secured by double anchors and cables, should be carried away, 
was a great and entirely unforeseen disaster; but it was extremely fortunate 
that the Emperor was not two hours later of being informed of it^ The army 
in pursuing the enemy would have exhausted its ammunition, which it would 
have been impossible to replace. — On the 23d a great quantity of ammunition 
was sent to the camp at*In-der-Lobau.— The battle of Esling, of which a 
drcunistantial report shall be made, pointing out the brave men who distin^^ 
guished themselves therein, will, in the eyes of posterity, be a new memorial 
of the glory and inflexible firmness of the French army. — ^The marshals the 
dul|es of Montebello and Pavoli on that day displayed all the powers of* their 
inilitary character. — .The Emperor has given the command of the 2d corps to 
gen. count Oudinot, a general tried in a hundred battles, in %vhich lie has 
always evinced the possession of equal courage and skilb » 


ELEVENTH BULLETIN, 

^hersdorfp 24.----The duke of Dantzic is master of the Tyrol, and entered 
Jnspruok on the lotli, the whole territory having submitted.— On the 11th the 
duke of Dantzic took the strong position of the Strub-pass, with seven cannon 
and six hundred men.— On the ISth, after defeating Chasteller in the position 
of Voergel, putting him to flight, and taking all his artillery, he pursued him 
Bear to Roilenberg, where.the wretched fugitive was indebted for his safety 
C>nly to the speed of his liorse.—General De Roy at the" same lime raised the 
blockade of the fortress of Kufstein, forming his junction with the troops com- 
Bianded by the duke of Dantzic, w’ho greatly praises the conduct of general 
Palm and several otter officers (named' in the Bulletin}.— Chasteller entered 
the Tyrol with a haudful of brave men, and pr.eacted up insurrection, plunder 
and murder. He saw -several thousand Bavarians' and a hundred French sol- 
•diers put to de^th before his eyes. He' even enco-uragedtte murdersby hi^ 
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own applause all the cruelty of these mountaiii-boors. Among the murdered 
Freneli were about sixty Belgians all countrymen of Chastellei*.. That wretch 
loaded with the favours of the Emperor, to whom he owed the restoration "of 
ills property, amoautiog to several millions, is insusceptible to the feeliogs of 
gratitude, as %vel! as to the alFection which even barbarians entertain for their 
country men.-— The Tyrolese detest the man whose treacherous conduct insti- 
gated Oiem to rebellioo, and who thereby brought upon them "all its conse- 
quent evils. ■ The rage against Chasteiler is so great, that when after what 
happened at Yoergei he took refuge at Hall, tiiey attacked him with cudgels, 
■and gave him such a drubbing that he kept his bed for two 'days, and durst' 
not' venture to make his appeurahce, except to request a capstuiatioii : he yvas 
told, however, that no capitulation would be granted to a highway robbeiv 
lipou which he fled towards the mountains ofGarinthia,— The valley of Ziller- 
that was the first which submitted^ laid down arms, and gave hostages. The 
remainder of the territory has followed this example. All the chiefs have 
‘ordered the boors to return to their homes, and they ore leaving the moiiotaiits 
and returning to their ' villages. The town of lospruckand all the villages 
have sent deputies to the king of Bavaria to offer pledges of their fidelity, and 
to supplicate his mercy.— .Tiie Voralburghers, who have been misled by the 
exasperating proclamations and artifices of the enemy, will follow the example 
of the Tyrol, and that ppad of Germany wdf! then be completely freed from all 
the horrors and misfortunes of popular insurrection. 


_ TWELFTH BULLETIN. ’ 

Ehersdorf, May 26. — 6a the 23rd and 24th the army was employed to restore 
the bridges, which were ready the 25th, early in the morning, and the w^ounded, 

caissoj'is, &c. were removed to the right banks of the Danube The Danube 

being likely to rise until the fifi^enth of June, it is intended Ho mark the 
heights of the river by poles driven into the ground, to which the large iron 
chain is to be fastened wdiieh the Turks had destined for the same purpose, *but 
the Austrians took' it from them, and it was found in the arsenal of Vienna. 
This measure, and the works which are constructed on the left bank of the 
Danube, will enable us to raaocauvre on both sides of that river. Our light 
troo|k have taken post near Presburgh, on the lake of Neusiedei. Gen. Lau- 
riston is in Styria at Simeringsberg and Brock. The duke of Dantzic h hastln- 
ing, by forced marches, at the head of the Bavarian troops,, to join the army of 
Vienna; the horse-chasseurs of the imperial guard arrived hereyesierday : the 
dragoons were expected, in tlie course of the day; and within a few days the 
horse-grenadiers, andBO pieces of ordnance attached to the guards, will reach 
this place.— 'By the capitulation of Vienna, seven marshal-lieutenants, nine 
iiiojor -generals, 10 colonels, 20 majors and lieutenant-colonels, iOO captains, 
150 lieutenants, 200 second lieutenants, and 3,000 non-conimiss! on ed officers 
and soldiers were made prisoners of war, exclusively of those who 'were in the 
hospital, and whose number amounts to some’ thousands. 

Battle of Urfar.— O n the I7th inst. at two in the afternoon, three Aus- 
trian columns, .mider the command of generals Grain ville, Bucalwitz, and 
Somma Riva, and supported 'by a reserve under gen.‘ Jellachich, attacked gen. 
Fandamme at the village of Urfar, in the front of the bridge-head at Lintz. 
At the same moment the marshal prince of Ponte Corvo came to Liatz with 
Hhe cavalry and the first brigade of Saxon infantry, gen. Varidamiiie, at the 
bead ofthe Wirtemberg troops, and four Squadrons of Saxon hussars and dr®- 
VoL. IF. No. 19. ' T 
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goonsj repiilsed'the two first columns of the enemy, drove them from their 
position, took from them six pieces of artillery, made 400 prisoners, and threw 
them into confusion. The third column of the enemy appeared on the heights 
of Berslinghbergh at seven in the ev,ening, and his infantry in a momeot took 
possession of the neighbouring mountains, — ^The Saxon infantry fell on the 
enemy with fury, drove him from Irs position, and took 300 prisoners, and 
several ammuoition waggons. — The enemy had retired in confusion to Frey- 
staydt and Haslach. The hussars sent out in pursuit brought in 500 horse, and 
Biuskets, and a number of waggons and caissons were found in the woock. 
The loss of the enemy amounts to 3,000 in killed and woundecl, besides prison- 
ers. Our whole loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, is not 400. 

THIRTEENTH BULLETIN. 

JEhersdorf, 38 • 

During tile night of the 26th and 27th, our bridges on the Danube were 
carried away by the waters and the mills which have been set free. We had 
not time to finish the piles and fix the great iron chain. To day one of the 
bridges has been re-established, and we expect the other will be completed to 
morrow. — ^The Emperor spent yesterday on the left bank surveying the forli- 
jfications which are raising on the island df ln-der-Lobau, and in order to inspect 
some regiments of the duke de Rivoii’s corps, stationed at this sort of tete-du* 
poot — On the 27th, at night capt. Baillie, aid-de-camp of tlie Viceroy, brought 
the agreeable tidings of the arrival of the army of Italy at Bruck. Gen. Lau- 
xistou had been sent in advance, and the junction took place on the Simer- 
ingsberg. A chasseur of the 9th, who was proceeding as scout to a detachment 
of the army of Italy, met a chasseur of a platoon of the 20tli, sent by gem Lau- 
ristom After having observed each other for some time, they discovered that 
they were Frenchmen, and embraced. The chasseur of the 20th proceeded to 
Bruck to repair to the Viceroy, and the chasseur of the 9th repaired to gem 
Lauriston to inform him of the approach of the army of Italy. During twelve 
days the two armies had received no intelligence of each other. On the evening 
of the 26th, gen. Lauriston was at Bruck, at the head-quarters of the Viceroy. 
The Viceroy has displayed, dui-ing the whole campaign, a calmness and an 
extent of observation which are the presages of a great general.' — In the rela- 
tion of facts which have graced the Army of Italy during these last 20 days. 
Ids Majesty has marked with pleasure the destruction of the corps of Jellacliicli. 
It was this general whose insolent proclamation enkindled the fury and sharp- 
ened the daggers of the Tyrolese. Pursued by the d'uke of Dantzic— in danger 
of being flanked by the brigade of gen. Dupellin, whom the duke of' Auerstadt 
had dispatched by way of Mariazell, he ran as into a snare 'opon tiie van of 
the army of Italy, 


CTl^ he continued*) 
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■ MEMORIALS 

OF THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIFE OF FREDERIC 

OF PRUSSIA. 

Arranged from the eotemporar^ writers of authority on the folioimig 
pianist. Ail the several fads of each writer are taken and given in 
their own words ; .and where more thmi one relate the sime fact the best 
account is gwen.’^^2» The narratkies are occasionally corrected from the 
papers of the British Envoys and Ambassador's. 

Frederic in his Ordinary Conversation,— ON ray arrival at 
Berlin^ on the l6'th of March 1765^ iny first "concern was to write to 
le Cat4 reader or secretary of orders to the king, requesting him to in- 
quire and communicate to me the commands of his majesty, both in re- 
spect to what related to myself personally, and to a packet with which 
I had been charged for him by M. d’Alembert, who had signified his 
desire that 1 should deliver it in person to the king. On the next day I 
received an order to be at Potzdam the day after, by three o’clock in the 
afternoon at latest, I accordingly arrived on the day, and before the 
hour prescribed, at M, le Catt’s, whom I found still at table. 

I was curious to take a near view of Frederic, and to judge for 
myself of bis character. All Europe was unanimous in considering 
him as a mao oF great military talents and genius; but nothing could 
be more discordant than the opinions in regard to his character. By some 
he was considered a wise man and a great king; by others of the most 
odious vices and the most atrocious actions. 

I therefore approached Sans Souci with the most eager solicitude and 
curiosity, and 1 was no less attentive to the smallest circumstances af- 
forded by the occasion. 

When M. le Catt had finished bis dinner, we got into a carriage and 
proceeded to Sans Souci, which is situated on an eminence at the distance 
of half a league from Potzdam, a view of which it commands. I in- 
quired of my conductor if there were any particular form to be observed 
by the persons admitted to the king’s presence ? « Only one,” replied 
he, that of kissing the flap of his coat^”— « This is singular,” said I; 
« pray of what material is his coat made Of cloth.”— It is 

then the same as mine, which assuredly, though of nearer kindred to 
me, I never thought of kissing,”^ — It is rather th^ waistcoat than the 
coat that is kissed.” — And by what title has the waistcoat this pre-emi- 
nence It is a custom of the north, to whicl\he himself attaches 

but little importance, particularly with foreigners and Frenchmen ; in- 
deed^ this form is in general no further observed than by a mere bend- 
ing of the body towards the waistcoat.” 

We arrived just as the secretaries of the cabinet had entered for the 
purpose of signing of letters, and business that could not be over in* 
less than half an, hour. That we might lose no time, my guide con- 
ducted me to the apartment of my Lord Marshal, a respectable old roanj 
the inti mate friend of the king, and whose establishment in the palace 
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. was verj" near liis majesty® This nobleman received me as great men® if 
they have understanding and respect themselves, never fail to receive 
..strangers ;* that is, with dignity, politeness, and simplicity* “ Yon see 
me,” said he, ®®in the apartment of a great raao, that which belonged 
to B'L d’Alembert. Tell him, when you 'write to him, that it was in his 
own apartment, by his own hre-side, I inquired of you after his heallli® 
'anti requested you to present him with ray compliments.” Some details 
respectiing my journey, and various literary matters, made up the con^ 
rfersation during the half hour; at the end of which we received notice 
that the secretaries had departed. We accordingly quitted my Lord 
Marshal, and proceeded to the king’s apartment. 

The day began to decline M. le Catt made me go before him, and 
kept two or three paces behind me : the king w'as standing, and ap«* 
peared to have been walking about the room. On seeing me he ap- 
proached, saying: Good evening. Sir, I am very glad to see you, and 
to make acquaintance with you.” From this moment his questions sue- 
ceeded^'each other so uninterruptedly that our conversation became ex- 
tremely rapid ; nor did it alter in this particular during the whole time 
of bis detaining me, which was nearly two hours, it was with difficulty 
that I found an opportunity to deliver M. d’Alembert’s packet I had 
been frecfuently warned that he required direct, frank, short, and ready 
answers. ^He began with asking me how I spelled my name; in what 
part of France I was born; if my parents were alive; what was my 
father’s profession ; if I had any brothers or sisters ; how old I was ; 
what had been my pursuits in life ; where 1 had lived ; if I were married ; 
to what family ray %vife belonged; what had been my principal studies; 
if I had printed any of my productions ; in what state of health I had 
left d’Oiivet and d’Alembert; and what route I had taken in my way 
to Berlin ? On my replying to this last question, that I had passed 
through Stutgard, Nuremburg, and Dresden, he appeared surprised at 
the considerable circuit I had made. When I had explained to him that 
my reason for taking this road w^as to avoid others still more difficult, 
particularly in winter, and that it was a M. Barre, a merchant at Berlin, 
who, having been at Paris, had traced my route ; he asked me how my 
, wife and I had been able to make ourselves understood in a country 
•where certainly no French was spoken. I bought a German grammar 
at Strasburg,’* said 4, at the end of which there is a tolerably copious 
vocabulary, adapted for the use of foreigners. When i wanted any 
thing, I had recourse to -my vocabulary, and if I found myself unable to 
pronounce the name of the article I stood in need of, I pointed to it io 
the book, and thus procured it. At -Nuremburg I met with a captain of 
your armvj who was returning from Savoy, his native .country; he was 
acquainted with, the two languages, and, as we pursued the rest of the 
journey together, he served as our interpreter. What was the name 
of this captain ■ 'We then entered into conversation 

fespecting this officer and his' brother, and it appeared to me a favour- 
able opportunity of obliging my travelling cornpaniou by repeating- what 
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lie had related to me of bis nail itary operations in some of the places 
tbroog'h which we had passed, and particularly his entering as a prisoner 
into the cit} of 'Dresden, covered with six wounds, ai nf\ os t naked, and 
io the depth of winter. But, notwithstanding all my endeavours to re- 
late these circumstances in a natural maimer, and as if actuated by no 
particular motive, I soon discovered that I was on. dangerous ground, 
and therefore abandoned so imprudent a subject as soon as 1 could. Tn 
fact, the king suddenly became serious and thoughtful, began to look 
around him, and appeared occupied with other thoughts. When I had 
dropped this delicate subject entirely, be resumed the conversation, 
spoke of Saxony, and asked me if the disasters occasioned by war in 
that country, and particularly at Dresden, had been repaired ? .When 
1 had answered this last question, he passed to other ideas, sa.ying, 

Sir, you are not yet acquainted with the German language No, 

Sire, but by means of the plan I intend to follow, I hope soon to be 
master of itd*— i advise you, Sir, on the contrary, by no means to 
learn it; you are fortunate io being ignorant of it. Should you acquire 
the power of speaking that laogTiage, you would soon contract the habit 
of uttering the same germanisms in speaking French as we do. In 
short, Sir, as your friend, I require you to give me your word of honour 
that you will not learn our language.” I could not refuse to give him 
this promise, which I afterwards adhered to with uo less fidelity 
than regret. 

This conversation naturally introduced the subject of my future 
functions, in respect to which he spoke with great conciseness, referring 
me for the details, to the instructions be had drawn up and delivered to 
General de Burldenbrock.' He observed that this general was charged 
with the superintendence of the domestic economy and discipline of his 
new school ; and added, that the conduct of the studies, and the choice 
of such objects of knowledge as might suit the pupils, he left entirely 
to the professors, persuaded we should, one and all, assiduously apply 
ourselves to seize the spirit of his plan, and to assist his views. "’■He then 
named my colleagues, and made a sort of historical eidogium on each 
of them. 

I imagined tliis subject was to terminate our interview, and that I 
should be immediately disiiiissed. I was mistaken ; be returned by a 
happy transition to that of the French language, and inquired who, in 
my opinion, were the living authors that wrote the French language with 
the greatest correctness? I named d’Olivet, dLilembert, Biiffon, J. J; 
Rousseau ' Here he interrupted me, exclaiming, Oli 1 for this 
last, he is a madman.” — *'‘Sire, that is no reason why he should not write 
correctly.” ' , ' . - ' 

'The king soon after put an end to the interview, expressing himself 
imicli satisfied with having seen me, and after assuring me that he.' placed 
great Telia tice oil my zeak He then wished me a good evening, and a 
'pleasaot journey, and detained M. le Catt, saying, Catt, I wish to 
speak with you.” Le Catt, however, came to me in a few minutes la 
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an adjoining apartment, and informed me tliat bis majesty was, so ivell 
'Satislied with me,, that he had directed him to write to both M d’Alem- 
bert and M® d’Olivet, to thank them for their choice of mej and also to 
prepare another letter to be sent to the academy of Berlin, commaiidiiig 
thatl should be there received into its class of belles lettres, with a pen- 
sion of two hundred rix dollars. ' " 

. Conversing with M, le Catt, respecting the interview I had with the 
Mrig, I expressed my surprise at 'the earnestness with which he had said 
of J» Jo Rousseau, Oh ! he is a madman, This earnestiiess,” replied 
my conductor, is connected with a recent anecdote which I will relate 
to you. Some months ago my Lord Marshal, the friend of J.'J. Rous- 
seau, appearing much distressed at the persecutions the philosopher of 
Geneva experiences even in Switzerland and Neufchatel, of which this 
iioblenian is' governor, the king said to him. Y/eib'Sir, write to your 
friend that, if he will come to my states, I will insure him a safe asi/lom, 
and a pension of two thousand iivres. We will give him a coiiifortable 
bouse at Panckow, contiguous to the gardens of Schonhausen ; the hoose 
shall have a garden and a field attached to it, that he may be able to keep 
a cow and poultry, and cultivate his own vegetables. There he may live 
without inquietude and free from necessities: his solitude may be com- 
plete, and he may wander at pleasure in the groves of SchonhauaeOj> 
where the queen inhabits only during a few of the summer months. 

My Lord Marshal, delighted with this plan, lost not a moment in writ- 
ing the proposed letter, which, when finished, he brought to the king 
previous to its departure. The king took up a pen and added these 
words Come, dear Rosseau, 1 offer you a house, a pension, and 
liberty.” A short time produced an answer conceived in the following 
terms:..... Your majesty offers mean asylum, and promises me li- 
berty. But you have a sword, and you are a king : you offer a pension 
to me who never did you a service, but have you bestowed one on each 
of the brave men who have lost either a leg or an arm in doing you ser- 
vice ... You may easily imagine that ever after, when the name of 
Rousseau came in the king’s way, he did not fail to add to it the epithet 
you have heard, and with which, at the same time, this negotiation was 
concluded.” 

According to appearances, I had reason to believe the king, as M. le 
Catt had assured me, was satisfied with my character, and that he ex- 
pected to derive pleasure from an occasional intercourse with me, unless^ 
which perhaps is still more probable, he was merely pursuing his accus- 
tomed habit of making himself accessible to strangers till he bad' become 
fully acquainted with their characters, reserving to himself the power 
either' of continuing or discontinuing .this honour toward them, as his 
taste or interest might requii’e. However this may be, it is at least true 
that be never arrived at Berlin for several years without sending a ines- 
seDgerto say that the king expected me at such an hour; and the hour 
mentioned was almost always'-after four, when the signing of letters was 
. over,, or at seven, -after the conclusion of his concert. I do not now speak 
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of the occasions when he had scarcely more than a single word to say to 
me ; for when this was the case, he sent for me either before his dinner 
or at three o’clock, just as he rose from table. When he appointed the 
hour of four^ he seldom kept me. more than an hour or two at most, his 
concert beginning punctually at six ; but when the interview waste take 
place at seven, it generally lasted till ten, his time of going to bed. in 
the early part of my residence at Berlin, I was^ summoned in this man*. 
ner for seven or eight days successively ; by degrees less frequently; a 
neglect which, in the course of this work, will appear sufficiently intel- 
ligible to the reader. I was not, however, at any period, completely 
without such interruptions, for during ray residence in his dominions, no 
year has passed in which I had not several interviews with the king. I 
ought also to remark that, in the early part of our acquaintance, I was 
seldom sent for alone, but for the most part had for ray companion either 
M. le Call, the Marquis d’Argens, or Guichard : on two occasions also 
I met there my colleague Toussaint or Panage, author of Les Moeurs; 
but the latter did not long maintain his footing, lor he lost the king’s 
favour both by using him with too great a familiarity, and eontradicti ng 
him in too direct and unceremonious a manner; faults that proceeded 
from the notion he had contracted at Paris of the importance of the phi- 
losopliic character. 

Frederic liked to seem to forget he was a king in such interview's as 
these ; but then it was with a secret clause that others should not forget 
that circumstance. Besides this, Toussaint had another fault ; he was 
food of boasting that he had had a conference with the king; that the 
king had said such and such things to him ; that he liimself had made 
such and such a reply or observation, &:o. At the same time this sove- 
reign, being both cautious and suspicious in his tempfer, nevir failed to 
set spies on the conduct and demeanor of such strangers as were newly 
admitted to his society ; and if the accounts he received of them gave 
Mm reason to believe a man vain, frivolous, or addicted to intrigue, he 
immediately got rid of him. 

If I was more fortunate than Toussaint, it was principally because I 
earlier understood the character of Frederic, and never lost sight of the 
rules I had in consequence laid down for my conduct. My plan con- 
sisted, first, in listening to him with the greatest attention, without be- 
traying an eagerness lo speak, unless he himself desired it. This de- 
ference appeared to me but reasonable, not only because he was a king, 
and under his own roof, and I was bound to obey his commands, but 
also because he was a great man, and that the conduct I prescribed to 
myself in this respect was no less due to decency than to duty. Se- 
, condly, in not lending myself to bis burooui in his fits of gaiety, during 
which he was at times extremely affronting, and never failed to degrade 
those who had any share in them; I preferred to amuse him less, or even 
to make him tired of me, and to receive. from him no more summonses, 
to being the butt of his royal gybes, - which were the more cruel, as be 
Tiiealt them out without delicacy, and it was scarcely possible to reply to 
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them* Thirdly, never to speak of the conversations I had with him, and 
even, as far- as it was possible, to conceal that I had been siiramoned* 
How oft€-!n has it happened to me, to evade, by different excoses, the 
saspicion of being come from the castle, when I have joined a party 
of friencis at supper, at an hour unreasonably kte I I 'agreed ifith my 
wife that we would never deny these marks of favour vdieii by some 
other means they were already known, but that we would never be'the 
first to proclaim them® Fourthly, never to meddle with any kind of 
state affair ; a resolution the more easy for me to adopt and adhere to, 
as I was by nature much less susceptible of ambinon than desirous to 
pass my life in tranquillity. Fifthly, in fine, never to present myself 
before the king but in a plain and simple dress. This last precaution 
suited admirably ivith the principles of Frederic: he exacted, that the 
beads of the principal mercantile houses, his ministers of state, and 
especially his financiers, should display a certain luxury. The last, in 
particular, w^ould have been ill received if, on occasions of being siiiiw 
noioned, they had net presented themselves in new coats, inade of the 
richest materials his manufactures afforded ; while, on the other hand^ 
he showed the most sovereign contempt for men in other walks, and 
more" particularly for literary men, if they betrayed the least predilection 
for what he considered as mere parade. Such as these, withont any 
other reason, were sure of seeing tljemselves inscribed in the class of fri- 
volous coxcombs, and even that of rogues and pickpockets. In a word, 
he liked to see every man imbued with the genuine spirit of his calling® 
1 will cite as an instance, a coat of the finest scarlet broad-cloth, 
trimmed with, a broad gold lace, that Toussaint got made for himself 
about a year after his arrival, and which in the eyes of the court and 
the whole city was an indelible blot in his demeanor. To this first 
fault he added a second of a different kind, but which caused a no less 
fatal impression concerning him in the minds of those acquainted with 
the circumstance. I allude to the steps he took, when fifty years of age, 
to be made a free-mason, in the hope of being afterwards admitted to the 
lodges occasionally held by Prince Henry : and what made the matter 
$til! worse, Prince Henry was not disposed to receive him. 

One thing that served to convince me that my idan was a good one 
was, ' that I observed that M, le Catt, who always maiotained a tone of 
reserve and -respect in the presence of the king, was generally treated bj 
biiB with kindness, while the Marquis d’Argens ..and Giiichard, who 
joined, readily in his jokes, were frequently the objects of his ridicule. 
,I will relate only three - anecdotes which at the time confirmed me 
strongly in the opinion I had formed. One evening the king, who was 
estreaiely ill of the gout in his bowels, seat for Giiichard and myself:, 
we found the monarch -lying on a bed of hemp, his boots on his legg, 
a white handkerchief tied round bis bead, and over this his hat ; he had 
on bis great coat also, which served him for- a covering, - Od our enter- 
ing, be told each to take a chair and sit down by his bed’s side, wiiicli 
-we accordingly did® • I sent for. you both together/’ pursued he^ be* 
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cause I am ill too much pain, and too feeble, to take a direct part in the 
conversation, or even to follow you in silence ; indeed my weakness is so 
great, that about an hour since, in an attempt to change my linen, I 
fainted in the arms of my attendant, who placed me as you see on this 
becL My head is so confused that 1 scarcely know where I am : speak 
On any subject you please^ and in what manner you please; I will listen' 
to you as well as I am ablCj and this, at least at intervals, will help to 
divert ray attention.’^ 

For all this neither Guichard nor myself said any thing; each waited 
for the other to begin a conversation. In the mean time, the king grew 
impatient, incessantly repeating, Why do you not converse ? Say 
what you please, but pray converse.’L . . . We accordingly began some 
idle conversation, (the weather or something of that kind) which led the 
king to speak. His Majesty, though in acute bodily pain, at least at in- 
tervals, was in fact the only person who talked, which be continued to 
do till half past nine o’clock, when he dismissed ns ; he was however 
compelled to interrupt himself, and yield to his sufferings alaiost every 
quarter of an hour : on these occasions he called for his attendants, and 
took a spoonful of some potion ; after which he generally inquired of us 
where he had left off, and resumed bis argument. In this manner did 
be present tons the spectacle of a king almost expiring, a prey to pains 
so violent as sometimes to extort from him the most piercing cries, and 
force him to bend his body double during their continuance; yef no 
sooner did they seem to intermit, than he returned to a new and metho- 
dical survey of his ideas. 

On one occasion he said, addressing himself particularly to me, I 
feel that in whatever rank of life 1 had been born, Ishould have had some 
kind of ambition. If the accident of birth had confined me to an ignoble 
career, I should then have endeavoured to become the director of some 
great nobleman. To ingratiate myself, Sir, in bis favour, I shoulddiave 
studied his foibles and profited by them. If I found in him an iraagi- 
nation easily to be alarmed, and that he saw disease and death con- 
stantly before his eyes; if I observed him a continual prey to fears, and 
ever on the watch for means to preserve himself; I should have muffled 
him in half a dozen nightcaps, one over the other, and two or three 
dressing-gowns well wadded and of large dimensions ; with my own 
bands i would have stopped every crevice in his doors and windows* 
that not a breath of wind should have blown on him ; in fine, I would 
have conducted him to his life’s end in a well-secured and easy 
carriage. 

We happened to mention the extreme tenuity of .the* human nerves 
and fibres. The king appeared much interested 'as to the rat-ans by 
which, notwithstanding so delicate and complicated a constitution, we 
were enabled to endure such constant labour and fatigue, and to live to 
so great an age. One day,” said he, in one of my excursions, I. 
stopped to change horses opposite to a church, in the steeple of which 
Vm, I?. Mo. 1% ■■ , : , K ■ 
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was a clock, I cast my eyes on thedial-platCs and observed it was in a 
perisljing condition* I called one of the inhabitants of the place to me® 
and inquired of what substance this dial-plate was made ? ^ Of iron® 

Sire/ replied he. * And how long has it stood in that steeple ?’• — "Mi is 
about twenty-five years ago that it was made and placed there/® »Thiis® 
Sir, iron itself is less durable than man. Frail as I am, I have already 
attained to my third dial-plate. Should you observe that the dial-plate 
on the steeple has been exposed to all the injuries of the elements; I 
I answer, which of these have 1 not braved ? To say nothing of the 
many privations, dangers, and poignant mental afflictions, to which this 
metal is a stranger.” 
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From OcL 10, to ^atiirhag, Oct. 14, I8ia;« 

Foreign office, October IS, 1815. — His Royal Highness the Prince Regent ha® 
been pleased, in tlie name and on the behalf of his Majesty, to appoint George 
Jackson, Esq, to be his Majesty’s Secretary of Embassy at the Court of Russia. 

October 14. — His Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased, in the 
name and on the behalf of his Majesty, to approve of Mr. Andrew Caspar 
Giese, as Consul for the King of Prussia, in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


War-Office, Oct 14, — 1st Regiment of Dragoon Guards — Captain Hon, 
W. S. Bernard, from the 6oth Foot, to be Captain of a Troop, vice Barrow® 
who exchanges, 

_ 3d Ditto— Cornet J. W. La Grange, to be Lieutenant, by purchase,- vice 
Croitj^^who retires; Gentleman Cadet' Thomas, Bonnor, from the Royal Mili® 
tary College, to be Cor 11 et, by purchase, vice Lane, promoted. 

1st Regiment of. Dragoons-— Danied Webb, Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase. 
■ vice Sin rges, promoted. , ^ 

Ditto — Lieutenant G-. H. Falconar'to be Captain of a Troop, by purchase® 
vice Payne, who retires; Augustus William Heyman, Gent, to be Cornet bf 
piirchase, vice Graham, promoted. 

4tli Ditto — Robert Grant, , Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase, vice Farmer* 
pronioteti ■ ■ 

7 th Regiment of Light Dragoons— Frederick Seymour, Gent to be CorneL 
.. by porciias^. vice Grenfell, promoted. 

i^ieutenant H.- S. Northcote, from the 6th DragooM, to be CarH 
tain iH r Vroop, by purchase, vice Deare, promoted. 

s iu'o— riiomas Otway, Gent, to be Corii€t| without purcliase. 
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17th Ditto— James Tomlinson, Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase vice Harris 
promoted in the ISth Light Dragoons. ’ ' 

lt)tl) Ditto— George Gregory, Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase, vice Rhodes. 

promote.d. 

23d Ditto—Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel John M. CutcHffe to be Lieutenant- 
Colooef, by purchase, vice the Earl of Portariiagton, who retires; Lieutonaat 
Thomas M^Deruiott, from haif-pay of the Staff Corps of Cavalry, to be Lieu- 
tea ant, without purchase* -■ 

1st Regiment of Foot— To he Lieutenaats, Ensign Alex. Glen, vice Arm* 
strong, killed in action ; Ensigii Charles Mudie, vice 0’Ne]|, killed in action: 
Ensign John Campbell, vice APDonueJl, appointed to the 3d Royal Veteran 
■ Batfalioo. 

To be Ensigns— Volunteer Colin Campbell, vice Glen; Patrick Duff, Gent, 
by purchase, vice Howe, promoted; Angus M*Donald, Gent, vice Mtidie; and 
Alexander Munro, Gent, vice Campbell. 

4th Ditto— Lieutenant George Vincent to be Captain of a Company, with* 
out purchase, vice Kelly, appointed to the 2d Royal Veteran Battalion ; Ensign 
— — Levinge to be Lieutenant, vice Vincent; Volunteer John Prendergast, 
to be Ensign vice Levinge. 

I6tli .Ditto— To be Lieutenants, without purchase, Ensign George E. Maltby# 
^ce Smith, deceased ; Ensign \V. H. Shafto, vice Stehelin, promoted m the 
York Chasseurs ; Lieutenant William Grant, from half. pay of the 92d I^ot, 
¥ice Hargrove, who exchanges. 

To be Ensigns— Volunteer John Mason, vice Maltby; Gentlemen Cadet 
Frederick Thurlow, from the Royal Military College, vice Shafto. 

To be Adjutant— Lieutenant Robert Browne, vice MTarlane, who resi<yaa 
the Adjutantcy only. ” 

21st Ditto— Robert Heron, Gent, to be Second Lieutenant, by purchase, 
vice Sir William Crosbie, promoted, 

35th Ditto — Ensign John Hewetsoiito be Lieutenant, vice Rudge, deceased ; 
Thomas Carter, Gent, to be Ensign, vice Hevvetson. 

SBth Ditto — Lieutenant Thomas Evans, from half-pay of the Regiment, to 
be Lieutenant, vice Anderson, who exchanges. 

S9th Ditto — Captain Charles Fisher, from the 85th Foot, to be Captain of a 
Company, vice Johnson, who exchanges. 

43d Ditto — To be Lieutenants, without purchase— Ensign John Finley, 
vice D’Arcey, promoted in the 60th Foot; Ensign Thomas Thoriielly, vice 
Auchmuty, appointed to the 64th Foot. ' 

To be Ensigns— Volunteer Thomas Havelock, vice Finly; William Bayley, 
Gent, vice Thornelly ; Thomas Proctor, Gent, without purchase, vice Larnb* 
recht, promoted in tlie Sd Garrison Battalion. 

52d Ditto — Ensign Thomas Massie to be Lieutenant, without purchase, vice 
Fitzgerald, promoted in the 60th Foot. 

To be Ensigns — Volunteer George Gun, from the 91st Fbot, vice Jackson, 
who resigns ; John Hart, Gent, vice Massie, 

50fh Ditto— Ensign David Rutledge to be Lieutenant, without purchase, 
vice Cairnes, promoted in the 6pth Foot; Pigot luce, Gent to he Ensign, vice 
Rutledge. ' ; ' ’ " 

60lh Ditto — ^To be Captains of Companies. — Lieutenant Andrew Leitch, by 
purchase, vice Moore, who retires; Captain Richard Barrow, from the lat 
Dragoon Guards, vice Bernard, who exchanges. 

To be Lieutenant, by purchase— Ensign D. White, vice Leitch. 

To be Assistant-Siirgeoo— Hospital-Assistant Nathaniel Morgan. 

64th Ditto— Thomas Stevenson, Gent, to be Ensign, by purchase, vice': 
Ralston, promoted, . 

66th Ditto— To be Lieutenants— Lieutenant W, B. Sti1eS|- from the S4tli -: 
Foot, without purchase, vice Chambers, deceased > EAsiga Patrick , JoIia 
Douglas, by purchase, vice Morgan, promoted. ■ ' 

67 th Ditto— Lieutenant George Rea to be Captain of a Company,, vice- Scott®, ■; 
deceased. ^ \ . 

To be Lieutenants — Ensign J. W. Sloane#,' vice Rea j Ensign ^ R. FI. TId* 
inarch, by purchase, vice Agar, who retires; Ensign Henry Ricliardsoo, by 
furchasei vice Ronald^ promoted. 
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To be Eiisign witliout purchase — ^William Cockerill, Gent vice BarOej pro« 
moted in the Sd Garrison Battalion. 

69tli f)itto--«Ouarter-Mnster*Serjeant Blythniaii to be Quarter-Master^ 

vke HenTy,, promoted in the 5th Ebyal Veteran Battalion. 

71st Ditto— Captain R. North, from half-pay of the 50th Foot, to be Cap- 
tain, of a Company, vice Graham, who. exchanges.; George Nason, Gent, to be 
Ensign, , tvithout purchase^ vice O’Brien, promoted in the 3d Garrison 
B,attalio.n. ' . ’■ 

■ '7Sti Ditto— To he Lientenants-r-Ensign G. D. Bridge, vice Crane, deceased ;■ 
Ensign George Hughes, vice Acres,- dead of his wounds; Ensign A. Blenner- 
basset, vice Browne, dead of his wounds. 

To be Ensigns— Henry Monck, Gent. , vice Bridge.: Charles Mills, Gent 
•vicellnghes ; ■ Simon Idart.TryddelV Gent, vice BlerHierl3ass..et 

79tl,i, Ditto— To he Ensigti^— Volunteer Donald Cameron, without purchase^ 
vice Noyes, whose appoiutnient has not taken place; Matthew M’Dpnaghj, 
Gent, by purchase, vice Cameroi), promoted. 

. „ ',To be Quarter-Master— Quarter-Master-Serjeant Jolin.^ Gow, vice Sinclairi^ 
proiooted in the 3d Royal Veteran Battalion. 

' Bist ditto — ■Lieutenant Cornelius 0’Gonnor,,froni lial.f-pay of, the.Slst FooL 
to be Lieutenant, vice Hyde, who exchanges; Charles Seton,; Gent ' to be 
Ensign, .Without- purchase,. ,Y-ice- Donoghue,'. ...promoted .to. the. 3d ..Garrison 
Battalion. 

B2d Ditto-^To:be IJeiitenauts, without purcha.se— Ensign Maurice O'Con- 
nell, vice Dickenso.n, : appo.int ed.-.to -the ■ 6th Royal Veteran Battalion ; Ensign 
George.Maekay, -vice Mliitaker, -deceased-. 

I To he Eiisigiis— William Ca-vew,- Gent vice O’Connell ;.. Stewart Derby- 

jjl shire, .Gent, vice. Mackay, 

■ii 84tli Ditto— Edward Woolhouse, Gent, .to be Ensign, by purchase, vice 

Hoi 111 es, . promoted . 

85tli Ditto— Captain Charles. G.: Johnson, froip theSQth Foot, to be Captain 
. , of a Company, vice' Fisher, who .exchanges. ■ 

jii .89th Ditto— James ' Dawson,. Gent,- -'to. be Ensign, without purchase, .vice 

Ij- - Eewds, proMoted in the Scl Garrison Battalion. 

' 9 1st Ditto— Ensign Nicholas Horsley to be Lieutenant, without, purchase,^ 
vice" Campbell, .promoted; Volunteer David Ga.mpbel! to-be Ensign, vice 
Horsley.- , . ■ ■ - 

ji . 93cl Ditto— Charles Hunter, Gent, to .be Ensign, by purchase, vice Grant^.. 

If ^ pTomoted, in the. 60th Foot,. ^ ■ 

1 ■ ■ lOOth Ditto— To be Lieutenants,- ..without purchase— Ensigns George Daly 

I .' and J. .Davidson ' , : 

If,,...- • - To be Ensigns^-^-Michael llar-Hs, Gent* vice,.Daly. ; George Conolly,.. Gent 

|.!‘ - vice Davidson., . , ’. - 

-[ io I St Ditto— Ensign D. R. Addison to be. Lieutenant, w ithpnt purchase® 

I ■ vice Park, who resigns ; Richard Martin, Gent, to be Ensign, Vice Addison ; 

‘ Hospital- Assista'nt David M'Kirby, to be .Assistant-Surgeon, vice 'Reid, ap*- 

! .' -pointed to the- York ..Light Infantry Volunteers. 

I .103d— Ensign John 'N. Barber to be Lieutenant, by purchase, vice Alexan- 

I,. , der-.Guppage, sen. who -retires; Ensign. S.,B. Ross, ..from -Meoroifs Regiinentp 

i ■ -to be EiisigUjWiiiiout purchase, vice Barber. ■ 

ji Sd Wpt India Regiment — Matthew Day,- -Gent,, to, be Ensign, without pur- 

‘I f:hase, vice Mackenzie, whose ■appointmeiit-'has not t.a,keii place. , 

*'■ Gape 'Regiment— Lieuteiiant.. Konourable Wiiiiam Ogiivy, from the 52d 

j, Foob to be Captain of a Company^ by purchase, vice Kirby, who retires. 

Sti Garrison -Battahon— Lieutenant H.Tisdall, from half pay of the SSd Foot®, 
to be Lieutenant,^ vice Griffiths, who exchanges ; Lieutenant Joseph Craw- 
furd to be Adjutant, vice Griffiths, who resigns the Adjutancy only, 
t 3d Ditto— Lieuteuant-Colonel Hugh .Henry, from the 5th West India Regi*.' 

;j SBeBL'.tohe .LieutenaiitrGplonel^^^ ' 

i’ ,'^ Tq le ; 


Frinied mid for J» J}avis^ 14, ChwhUe^itreetyMloomsh'ur^^' LonMn, 
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he published on the SOth of this month, in a large octavo volume, price 
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ORIGINAL MEMORIALS 

FOR THE HISTORY OF THE PRESENT TIMES. 


UITS BE r ABDICATION BE EEBIPEEEUE NAPOLEON. 

[the nights OF' the abdication of the .EMFEROIt NAPOLEON.] 
Translated from the Wrench of Bidier, 

THE Emperor, upon his arrival at Paris, had me called up at half past six.^ 
He was with the Duke of Otranto, Minister of Police, who most probably was 
giving an account of the situation of parties. Napoleon appeared to be much 
embarrassed and confused. M. Fouche seemed also to be very sensibly af- 
fected, and submissive. 

When he was gone out the Emperor ordered me to draw up three copies of 
©. written paper, which he took from a porte-feuille. Whilst I was disposing 
myself to do this he %vas muttering these words: ‘‘Tranquil— .every thi ng, 
according to him, is tranquil 1 and I have only to speak io obtain every thing! 
Which tile n is right, this report or he ? — Ah ! I will give credit to this re* 
port, which accords so well wdili what I anticipate — (then shaking the paper) 
this has never deceived me.” 

I wrote nearly io the following terms “ The uneasiness is universal, but 
the more concealed, as it is the more general. There are meetings in the even- 
ings and at nights in the street Saiate Marguerite, Faubourg St. Antoine, at the 
house of C — — , a principal agent of the party of the Federes and at the house 

of E- of the Chamber of Representatives, in the Rue des Magons Smlmine* 

This last-mentioned meeting is composed of Royalists.-The Cure of Bt N— ^ 
•who is one of the party, says that tiiis meetingis by no mediis dangerous, and that 
it wdll not become so but in case of the enemy’s success. The Deputies are less 
timid. Yesterday, in consequence of a letter having been received by one of 
them, S-v-y was of opinion, that during the Emperor’s absence a Commission 
of Sumillmw.e should be appointed, composed of Members of llie Chambers,^ 
or persons not of the Chambers, to which Commission Priac® Joseph and the 
Council of Regency should be obliged- to render an account. .This motioii: 
will be made on the first news of success, under the pretext that the Emperor 
wifi seize that occasion to extend his Constitutional authority. Th^. Royalist* 
and tlie^ Republicans of the Assembly will come to an understanding. They 
will come to a much more- perfect understanding should there be a reversei , 
The Royalists wish, it, audit is certainly believed that they will organise more 
than one, wdiich will be imputed to the Emperor, whose spirit, they say, be** 
^’iiis to droop. ' This is what they also say of •Carnot, by reason of' his- late re* 
port.— The patriots, however, do not wisli for dissaster^ . but if any shoulil' ' 
liappeii/ they will be .ready to profit by them.**- ' 
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Two copies of this report were addressed to Regoaidt d’Afigelvv and to Car- 
not. The Emperor kept the third, and burnt the originaL 

I was finishing my task when the Princess Horteiise was annonnced* I left 
the, room, but incited by a curiosity, blameable, perhaps, but which, in these 
distressing circumstances, arose only from the interest which it excited, I passed 
round the bed-room and slipped into the wardrobe, in which was^ a domer 
Window, which, though almost entirely covered by a small folded curtain, en- 
abled me with difficulty to perceive, or to expressjnyseif more correctly, to- 
guess at some traits of the scene, the perspective of which lay before me* 
From the situation in which I was placed, I could only see Napoleon’s profile,, 
and Madame de St. Leu’s full fece. She was seated, holding in one hand a 
handkerchief, with which, at intervals, she covered her eyes, and in the other 
a smelling-bottle. She was pale, and appeared to be considerably affected. 
The Emperor, sometimes standing, sometimes sitting down very quickly, was 
speaking in monosyllables, and that at intervals, the sound of which I could 
only hear without comprehending the meaning. From the supplicating ges- 
tures which slie used — from her eyes bathed in tears — from some sighs wdsicii 
escaped her, it was easy to imagine that she was warmly soliciting some- 
thing which her father-in-law was refusing, i have since learned that she 
was begging him to demand peace, and was endeavouring to make him under- 
stand the danger of continuing' the war. To all the objections of the Princess 
the Monarch answered io laconic and decisive phrases, in which I could dis- 
tinguish the words the . Bourbons — the English-^dishonoiir , — At leiigtli, seem- 
ingly incensed at not overcoming by violence this mildly obst in te resistance, 
the Emperor strikes furiously with his foot, and presses witli his hands against 
a pile of small volumes heaped up on his bureau, and scatters them about the 
room. One of these volumes happened to hit the foot of Madame Hortense^ 
whose tears were redoubled by this violence. Napoleon stops, moderates his 
passion, goes immediately up to her, and from the serenity which appeared on 
the forehead of that unfortunate priiicess, I might suppose that she luul ob- 
tained part of her demand. The interview ended with these words, which the 
Emperor pronounced in a very loud voice-— ‘‘ Send me your son !” after which 
lie affectionately kissed the hand of Madame de St. Leu, who then departeds 

The Council of Ministers was ‘held at 8 o’clock, but as 1 had no business 
there, I shall not give an account of it. The post of that day brought a great 
quantity of letters, which confirmed the reports respecting our defeat Vain 
was the expectation that the victory of Charleroi, and the still more important 
one of Ligny, might have been able to cheer up our spirits. Whether from 
hope, whether from fear, these spirits were given up to a most dangerous state 
of-, fluctuation. From, three -o’clock till-, five an extraordinary report, which" 
had taken its rise, at the Exchange, flew, all over the town, and found its way 
into all ranks Of society. It was known we had experienced a .great reverse. 
The unexpected presence of the Empe,ror completed the consternation. 
Groups without, number assembled tog'ether— dispersed— 'formed again with-; 
out ceasing in the public places,, on the walks, "on the quays,, on the bridges,,' 
and on the -Boulevards. Men looked at ' each other distrustfully — addresser! 
each other with, precaution, and put questions with, hesitation. Nobody' dared 
ntter what he feared, what he hoped, what he thought, or what he happened 
to learn — ^Fear and' silence reigned in, these groups, collected together from a 
troubled curiosity, disunited' as' they were' by a terror still more alarming. 
Rere and there, a few imperfe-ct .expressions escaped^ some iiicoherencies were 
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littered. In the midst of this almost general disquietude, the ill-dissembled 
joy of some meo could be distinguished, who had the presumption to put ques- 
tions — were eager to give answers, and in pretending to lament the public mis* 
fortune were making it worse, and exaggerating every circumstance. Many 
, broils arose from this conduct. 

Some singular remarks were made on that deplorable evening : the first, 
that the success of the Generals Travot and Lamarque had necessarily pro- 
duced the pacification of La Vendee, which has since been attributed to an- 
other motive : the second, that all the operations of the funds, which had 
been always drooping since the departure of the Emperor, were rising with 
a degree of elevation, in proportion as our misfortunes appeared to augment. 
This is accounted for from its being found that the fluctuations of commerce 
but ill accord with the bloody sports of war, and that capitalists and statesmen 
seldom travel the same road. ■ 

A third fact furnished matter of reflection to many minds. On the very 
morning of the day on which the misfortunes of the country began to trans- 
pire, the Assizes Court acquitted two persons charged with the distribution of 
seditious libels. In this the Court w^as right, because the persons were de- 
clared innocent 5 but the speech of their Advocate presented a singularity 
which could not fail to employ the wits of men disposed to conjectures. Iii 
a most brilliant opening speech, tliough altogether destitute of logic, and w'hich 
was quite foreign to the proceedings, the Advocate, feigning to plead before 
the Emperor, addressed to him in the least respectful forms, all the bitter 
things which the Journalists had lavished against him since his abdication. 
Such of the auditors as were in the secret, warmly applauded this courage, 
which was attended with no danger, others of less penetration were appre- 
hensive lest the zeal of the Advocate would prove injurious to his tranquillity 5 
but all, when they heard it, maintained that an attempt against the life of the 
Emperor, who was simply styled Head of the Government, so far from cbo- 
stitoting the crime of high treason, could not be even termed assassination, 
found no trouble in concluding, that so far from continuing to exist in the cha« 
racter of a Potentate, Napoleon must soon cease to exist as a man. Events 
have since proved that the Advocate, in his stimulated apostrophe, having com- 
pared himself to Cicero pleading for Marcellos before Caesar, possessed, like’ 
that orator, the -gift of prophecy. 

IMPERIAL COMMITTEE. ■' 

HIGHT OF THE TWENTY-FIRST OF JUNE. 

This Committee consisted — 1st, of Ministers holding Departments — 2dly, of 
Ministers of State — Sdly, of a Commission, formed by the President and four 
Members of the Chamber of Peers — 4thly, of a Commission nominated by the 
Chamber of Representatives, and formed of the President and four Vice-Presk 
denis-— 5thly, of a certain nuinber of Counsellors of State~6t.hly, of the heads 
of the Civil and Military Authorities of Paris— 7th]y, of many Peers and Repre- ■ 
sentatives added to the Committee by the Emperor— 8thly, of some Citizens,,' 
who were also invited by the Emperor. 

In this meeting, made up of heterogeneous elements, but in which the friends 
of Napoleon were the ruling party,, at least, as to numbers ,5 an uneasy mur- 
mur at first prevailed 5 fits of sullen and prolonged silence still more alarming 
than the murmurs occasionally intervening. Although the greater part bf 
these' characters were known;' to each other,: the supposition that each per* . 
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ssoii fit tliis im|>0Fiant cfisis was' coi'iceDtratiog: all Iiis atitfctions. in ^ peFseaal : 
con siderationsj' probably com-promisedj kept -alive suspicion and .distrusts 

- Mere ilian oii€ prejeci- bad been -carried to , the meeting : and io order- t&\. 
|i.EO'pose.,tliei%'te obtain them, a kfod reception, or cause them t: 0 ' trio nipb^ .it 
was- necessary- to join the finesse o-f trick and coutrsvaace to flie.asceodeiiCTf of ; 
-iiiiiueoce or power. -- The members disgm'sed their thoughts in ost -care-fiilly»- 
arid'Sufieredjin a careless way, the iB-tention which they chiefiy cherished- to be 
seen. The true sBOtires ai-M-i objects were disguised in 'the expressions made 7iC€r 
of p each in bis marcii-, was making Ms w’a-y to his object tliroiigis private- w' ays*. 
"Wlsat WHS tl'iis obfect? This sitting did not exhibit it clea-rl-y, but gave just si-. 
glimpse of it. This was what tlie co-uuter-marclikgs, and the clifferei-it ina-- 
BKeuvres-of-'the norosroos -groups wd;iich divided the ass.sembly and occupied 
the' halls till the Emperor made his a-ppearaiice, endeavoured, to-, eon ceal* 

riis three brothers r> receded liioi*- When they a-ppe,are:d, the partial commit* 
tees were sospencicch and the 'groups dispersed;, the meeting was held la thci’ 
great saloon, where lla-ee rows of sefits.were placed, and, when every one ivas- 
seated, the members ccntiimed. to.eiitertam each other io, an under- voice, 

In iiiormoring accents. 

A. private secretary EiirmiTn-ced the Empe-ror. A-Jl stoo-cl up ; he saint eil.tlie- 
Assein-bly 5 the Members sat clown without w-arting for any previous 'invitatioBy. 
s«k1 when silence was restored, Napoleo-n addressed tlieiiB , 

At lirst he a p|:K^a red affected ; he was -pale, and left: liaod exteiKled ©B, 
the table, seemed to '■"be agitated witlr cBuvLdsive motions. By degrees iie rc* 
€ov-ered himself,, and spoke in a calm- maiine-r. Thepaiofai posillju in which 
lie was placed — the necessary res-ult of his- aw-ful situalio-o, produced in the 
assembly a favourable feeling towards hiai,, which was the means, of keeping. 
Lack more projects Ilian one, -s-uid gave-. a turn to- the deliberation w'hic.li the,, 
a-uthors of them -did not expect. 

■ The Emperor confirmed t!).e report of our disaster, whidi tlie bullelisi (copies- 
of - wh'ich'- were now in circtdal ion) : had already given us to iiuderKland, He: 
.{Spoke of French valour in terms of admiratioa-^-of the-priidfiiilj>ravery of Ihe,. 
enemy with sincerity — paid a w’eli-merited cosiiplimeut to the Uilents of Lo:nl 
Welliiig’tor-*, but whidi, from his mouth, ap^peared very remarkablcvoiul nobly, 
acknowledged his own f mils. This impulse, which appeared to nio to have, 
been dictated by candour, and which had the sa-me effect as {.i-ddress, d-isposed 
so.me of his auditors to ei-it'ertj-iin favourable sentiments towards liirn who came 
fo the iimcliog with quite ditferent feelings. I am rncikied to tb-ink.that lie 
tooli iiotice of this change, which was -Biani'fested by a. moriiiiir w'liich 'rari 
Ihroogh the " Assembly, so much the more encouraging, as it had succeeded to 
.S2 dead ^silence. ' 'Napoleon, ■ without -maki-ng. his mind itp, had broiiglit. tlielr 
rBinds t.o accord to him w-hat three of his advisers more formally deraauded. 

' €hunl Eeffnmdt . — ^*‘The- glory of France is- in iier army;, her lioiioar.cle*-,' 
peiicls cm the restoration of our .losses; her liberty and -iiidepeiideoce depend 
on ".the strength of- her defenders; -the -safety- of the. co;E'utry -consists, in their 
fitiiBber, t'heir discipline, -and- their exploits. A great reverse i.s .to great . soiils- 
.Liit a salutary wmrnh-ig,. . Let -us turn .--to -the triusupli of pri.hciples, that mis*- 
fortune whicii might at first sight appear to eoiti-promise them . If victory ha® 
ceased to crowm our standard-s, .are 'there not other palms besides those w’hich 
are . sprinkled with blood ? The olive -of peace Bia.y still ,f!oiirish upon otir 
menaced frontier ; but- '-that it- m-ay bear pe.rmanent fruit, it must be planted by 
■ heroic hands. Already -.-does the army-- rally,; but our 'astoaislied'eagle^ afflicted'' 
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' at tlie abseoce ' of its defeolers, demaiKls that we should- tiil up those- ^'lorioUs 
I'acaiides, which' unheard of sacrifices have niade in their ranks. Will you re- 
fuse to recruit with' heroes this heroic army ? By enlarging Us battalions, or, at 
'leastj, by filling them up with devoted men, you 'will second tho public euthu- 
dasiii — you will crown ;the wishes of the nation. ■ Far, however, be from'^’iis 
the desire of ■ revenge-— the only conquest for which we fight is that of peace ; 
''"bat in order that we might' not be compelled to beg it on our knees, it is neces- 
sary that their number should' correspond with their courage. A nation defeat- 
ed, but wh'icli never will "be utterly' va'nquished, 'should not present the'teedbf 
' peace, but wli'eir leaning upon the massive club of her ■ combats. I conclude 
with moving, that the^ Chambers make an appeal to French valour, whilst the 
Emperor is treating for peace in the most steady and dignified manner.'" 

General L& Fayette opposed this measure; “There is but one measu'refV 
'^^aiclhe, “ which can save" the country ; and' if the Miiiisters of the Emperor 
' SrVill not advise him to adopt it, his great soul will reveal it- to him.’" 

This observation ' excited many 'murmurs, and much applause. Napoleon 
.cast Ills eyes downwards, speedily looked up, and smiled with disdain. 

AI. de Flaguergnes^ after supporting the proposition of Count Regnault with 
' additional arguments, concluded with a motion fora patriotic loan, for the- pur- 
pose^, of repairing the materiel of the army, and to assist in the expences of a 
new levy.. 

Ml FkImuU proved, that under the actual circumstances in which matters 
were placed, that measure .which appeared to be an expedient would prove an 
obstacle. He" demanded its rejection. 

The Duke de Bassano endeavoured to prove, that the recruiting of men and 
levying of money were not only not necessary, but would even be injurious, 
without preliminary measures were adopted. These measures, according to 
the honourable member, would consist in placing under the surveillaiiee of a 
more severe, but above all, of a more immediate police, all those who for five- 
and-twenty years have made parts ofdifferent factions, the re-union of which 
forms a part 'of the opposition. 

The menaces of the existing police are reduced to empty sounds,’* said 
he; “it is necessary that they should justify their institution by real effects.” 
This part of the opposition, recruited by the discontented of all the regimes, is 
Ihe centre of correspondence to all our enemies beyond the frontiers, who are 
BO more than its agents. The war thus becomes national, because its principle 
Is factious. Causethose Chiefs to be punished who, from Paris, from -La Vendee, 
from Lille, from Toulouse, from Marseilles, and.from Boiirdeaux, feed tlie 
liopes of the Court of Ghent, and the animosity of Euro|>e, which they have 
^ determined to unite in one coalition — exclude their accomplices of greatest iii- 
"iiuence from public funcdons, and, above all, from the higher ranks of the 
Magistracy ; watch the inferior agents with more strictness, and 'you willhave 
|)rocliiced tlie double effect of disconcerting the foreign enemy, and of strength- 
eiiing the Government and its friends. Had this measure been adopted, such 
a one, who now understands me, would ' not' smile at the misfortunes of the 
country, and Wellington would not be marching on Paris, 

Here marks of violent disapprobation broke out, which were, with great 
difficulty repressed^ the respect due to the Majesty of the Sovereign. Count 
Carat refuted the' measures demanded by the 'person who spoke last; he 
provedthatit was useless and 'dangerous, and, rejecting^ all personalities, he de- 
sired that instead of exasperating the minds of men, 'it would be more proper 
to sootlie them^ by geiitle p^ceedingk ■Thir cliscpurse w^as b applauded 
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but general expressions appeared obt of place, when the evil re<|uired practi- 
cal remedies. Prince Cambaceres proposed that peace should be sued for, but 
on conditions the most honourable and the most conciliating. 

Count Thibeaiideau observed, that no peace was to be expected from an 
enemy who would establish it on two impracticable Conditions, namely, the 
exclusion of .Buonaparte, and the restoration of the Bourbons. That we 
might be brought to .renounce glory is (said the speaker) possible, though 
cruel, because there. are no sacrifices which the love and safety of one’s coun- 
try' do not atone for ; but what atonement can be made for the loss of honour? 
and what, dishonour would be greater than that of receiving, at the point of 
English bayonets, those Princes who' never were able to march a step but as 
they were supported by them ? They have ceased to be Frenchmen, and the 
peace which you would make in accepting them would only change the seat of 
the war, which would, removed from the frontiers, steep these palaces in 
blood. All honour would then belong to prejudices, to excesses, to abuses! 
Woe, then, to noble ideas, to liberal institutions, and to every thing which 
would render life dear to the friends of liberty 1” 

General Count Drouet spoke to the same effect. 

M. M. C. and S. D. cried aloud for war : “Open the frontiers ! (said one of 
them) Let those barriers of steel which guard them fall ; let the army rally 
under the rocks of Laon, and if it be necessary, even under the walls of Paris! 
Then covering your eagles with the crape of mourning, you will call to their 
defence every being that possesses a heart, an arm, and a weapon. — ^llie enemy„ 
like a torrent, will inundate the sacred territory, but this will be fata! to them ; 
and placed between our concentrated phalanxes and all our citizens, in a state 
of insurrection against them, they will regret the victory which shall lead to 
their defeat.” 

M. R. and M. B. enlarged upon these naartial ideas. The last mentioned, in 
the way of periphrase, but which was by no means equivocal to any one who pos» 
sessed the sense of hearing, “ Let us perceivetlie possibility-— even the necessity 
of a change in the form of the government” He endeavoured to make it un- 
derstood that when the question was, how to defend the rights of the nation, it 
was necessary that the liberties of the nation should not be mere chimeras® 
and these rights words without meaning. This speech, which had a republican 
tendency, was favourably received by a certain iiumber of the members present® 
and very much disapproved of by others. The Emperor sneered very often 
while the speaker was delivering his harangue; and towards the ^nd, lie 
beckoned with his finger, for the .Minister (Carnot), and for Prince Lucieii® 
with whom he ■conversed for some minutes, in a low voiceband with much 
warmth. ' . 

M. M. C. already known, and remarkable -for the dexterity with which he 
manages a speech and disposes the minds, of men, undertook to turn the Mi- 
nisters aside from all exaggerated measures, and to rally them -at a middle point* 
These ambiguous terms, which decided nothing, allowing to each time for the 
erection of new batteries, or for the dismounting those of his adversaries, coiise-^ 
quently were agreeable to all. It was, therefore, agreed upon — *first, that the 
Chambers should be invited to treat with the Allied ^Sovereigns, through the 
medium of an embassy of their own choosing: (there was a very animated , dis- 
cussioiioii the word all, which .M. M. L. and M. D. P. wished to be placed 
before ;„the w^o.rd Sovereigns.;) .secondly, that the Ministers should propose^ 
law for the raising of men and money.. 

: (To h^ €onchided in out next,) 
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ORIGINAL HISTORY 

OF THE, MEMORABLE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN OF SUWOROW IN 

1799. 


Sm^ 

I need not inform you that one of the most splendid mras in the loliole 
course of the war is the Campaign of Simorow in Italy in the year 1 799, 
und you are doubtless equally well informed, that no history of this cgw- 
paigm has as yet been before the public. The following is at your service^ 
Permit me to. add my mice to the general approbation of the two last 
kmes of the Blilitary Chronicle^ which contain a greater portion of cotem-^ 
porary kisiory and original documents than any other work of any kind 
of the present day, 


ITwasiiithemontliof April, 1799 , that the renowned Siiworow opened 
the campaign which threw such brilliancy over the close of the eighteenth 
century, and which delivered Italy from the galling and disgraceful yoke, 
IVoiii the piliagings, the murders, and the sacrilege of the rapacious, 
bloody and impious republicans of France. This charming country had 
fallen, state after state, before the arms of the enemies of God and man. 
The Emperor’s Italian possessions, those of the Dukes of Tuscany and 
Modena, had been over»run and revolutionized; Home followed next, 
the aged Pope had been robbed, insulted, and led captive by a French 
Calvinist, acting under the orders of the infidels of Paris ; lastly, the 
Kings of Naples and Sardinia had been driven from their dominions : so 
that, at the time Suworow entered Italy, the French were in possession, 
of the whole country from Dauphine to the gulph of Yenice, and from 
Switzerland to the bay of Taranto 

To defend this territory, to keep the Italians chained at their feet, and 
to sally out on their enemies, tlieir force was evidently inadequate® 
Moreau with about forty thousand men, was stationed in the Milanese; 
Cham pi on net, with eighteen thousand, in the states of the church; 
Macdonald, with twenty thousand, in. the kingdom of Naples, and' 
Scherer, with forty-seven thousand on the banks of the Adige. 

The insolent usurpers of France, still sacrificing safety to pride, and 
ffeasoii to presumption, instead of collecting their forces, which were 
scattered over the whole face of Italy, and opposing the entire body to 
the Austrians, who were preparing to attack Scherer outhe Adige, 'Were 
obstinately, determined to keep possession of all their conquests, 

On the 9,6th of March, Scherer, though inferior in force, attacked the 
Aust,rians uiicler General Kray, who were posted on the opposite side of 
the Adige. This was little more than a drawn battle, Scherer did, 
indeed, inform his masters, that he had gained a 'victory and had; taken 
four thousand Austrians and twelve pieces of cannon.; but, it never^^ 
theless appeared, that, even from bis own account, this ; victory was con« 
fined to the carrying of two bridges. The two hostile armies renewed 
No.« m VoL, lY® M 
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tlie combat on tbe 3ist of March, and again on the fifth of April,- on 
which last clay the French were driven from the banks of the Adige to 
Maotoa' with very great loss. According to Genera! Kray’s official 
accounts, the enemy, during the twelve days they were engaged, 'from 
the %6th of March to the fifth of April at night, ^ lost twenty thousanfl 
men killed and wounded, and seven thousand prisoners. 

Scherer did not attempt to make a stand at Mantua; he cootinued 
his flight till he got behind the Oglio and the Adda ; and, by the 18th 
of April, the countries of Ferrara, Brescia and Mantua were in the hands 
of the Imperialists. The accounts of General Kray were probably ex- 
aggerated, but certainly the army of invincible conquerors” were 
greatly reduced in number. Scherer was recalled by the mortified 
tyrants of France, and the remnant of his army, after leaving ten thou- 
sand men in the city of Mantua and five thousziod in Peschiera, was put 
tinder the command of Moreau. 

On the 14th of April twenty-three thousand Russians, led by Fields- 
Marshal Suworow, reached Verona, and the next day proceeded on their 
.way to join Field-Marshal Kray, The command of the combined Im- 
perial armies now devolved onSuworow ; nor was it long before the au- 
dacious and impious enemy began to feel tbe effects of his valour. Mo- 
reau, who had received great reinforcements, had posted his army on the 
banks of the Adda, The position was very strong, and reached from 
Lecco to Pizzighitone. It was absolutely necessary for the French to 
keep this station, or yield a very extensive tract of country. On tbe 23d 
of April the right wing and centre of the allies entered Bergamo and 
Bergamasco, while General Klenau passed the Po, and led a division of 
Austrians into the Modenese. The fate of Milan, therefore, and of the 

Cisalpine republic, depended on the preservatipu of the post of the Adda. 
This river was very difficult to pass, having in its course from the Lake 
of Como to Lodi, very steep banks, and having all its passes well guarded 
by intrenchments. The French had very faintly defended the space 
between the Mincio and the Adda, but on the banks of the latter they 
had taken every measure to make up for their inferiority of numbers and 
the decreasing courage of the troops. They had strongly fortified Cas- 
sano, which place and the- right bank of the Adda were defended , by for- 
' midable batteries and a well-constructed tete-^de^-ponL The head quarters 
of Moreau were at the village of Inzago, and two divisions' of his army were 
posted there, in order to prevent the passage of the Adda at that place. 
Near Lecco the French were-aTso strongly fo-rtified, and- had a 
pont on the left bank.' A division under General Serrurier defended 
■ the Upper Adda, one half ofwhich' was posted behind Lecco, a part near 
Port Imberzago, and another near Trezzo. ' On the Lower Adda, towards 
Lodi, the enemy had a detachment under- General Delmas, and a strong 
garrison in Pizzighitone. , 

Thus posted, and thus fortified both by art and nature, it is not sur- 
prising that the I rench should look upon themselves as secure and UBas*!® 
^lable:; ' but they forgot, that Suworow 
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On the Sdth of April the Field Marshal resolved to force the passage 
of the river, arid on the 27th he put his resolution in practice. 

Geo. Vukassowich crossed the river iii’ the night near Brivio, by 
the means of a fl3dng bridge, which had been nearly destroyed by the 
eoemy, but was afterwards quickly repaired ; and took a good position 
00 the right bank. 

All Austrian column arrived at' nine o’clock -in the evening behind 
the village of Gervasto, opposite to Trezzo, consisting of the division 
of Field Marshal Lieut. (3tt, as advanced guard; and that of Field 
Blarshal Lieutenant Zoph to support it. Tht? captain of the poutoniersy 
who had been previously sent forward, reported that it was impossible 
to throw a bridge, owing to the declivity of the banks, and the sharp 
turniogs of the river. 

On receiving this report, the quarter-master general Marquis Chas- 
teller went to the place himself, and finding the execution of this 
design difficult, though not quite impossible, resolved with the assistance 
of the fourth Bannat battalion, and that of the chasseurs (whose colonel 
volunteered the service), to have the pontoons carried down by men, and 
to attempt to re-establish the bridge. 

Between twelve at night and five in the morning all the pontoons and 
beams were fortunately brought down ; and at half past five the bridge 
was completed. Thirty chasseurs of the corps of Aspre and fifty 
volunteers of Nadasty were carried over in a boat to the opposite side, 
and remained at the foot of the rugged mountain, on which the castle 
of Trezzo is built, without making the least noise. 

The bridges being finished, Major Retzer, with six companies of the 
above-mentioned chasseurs and one regiment of Russian cossacks passed 
the Adda: one battalion of Nadasty, two of Esterhazy, and the fourth 
Bannat battalion then passed the river, under the command of CoL 
Bideskuti, and fell upon the enemy in and behind Trezzo, 

The French, who considered the building of this bridge impossible,, 
had not the least notice thereof. The above brigades was followed by the 
seventh hussars and two cossack regiments. The enemjr was driven back 
as far /as Pozzo, where Field Marshal Lieut. Qtt, whose whole division 
crossed the river, fell upon that of the enemy commanded General 
Grenier, which was on the point of advancing against General V ukas-« 
gowich 'at Brivio. 

The battle was very obstinate ; the enemy took post between Pozzo 
end Brivio, where it was most vigorously attacked. 

The enemy, who in the mean time had drawn reinforcements from 
Yictor’s division, was on the point of turning the Imperial right wing,^ 
and the Bannat battalion had already begun to give way, when' General 
Chasteller led up the two grenadier battalions Fers and Stentoch, which 
formed the head of Field Marshal Lieut. Zoph’s division, just then' 
coming up against the enemy. •' ' 

The battalion Pers having attackedd'n front, suffered considerably | 
but the Stentoch batlalioBi ffith two squadrons of bussars of Archduke 
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Joseph’s regiment^ uuder the comnaand of Captain Kirdiiierslecl on by 
Lieutenant Bokarme of the engineers (to the soiincl ormilitar? inysicj^ 
fell on the enemy’s left flank, which was totally routed ;* and loe !ms- 
sars, having broken through the French, made three huiidred prisoners, 
and, cut two bn lid red to pieces. 

The village of Pozzo was carried .sword in hand. The enemy, in the 
mean time had received reinforcemeuts, and marched his troops iip in 
order in the road that leads from Baprio to Milan, hot was again 
attacked, and Major Retzer with the Nadasiy battalion, took Baprio, 
and made two hundred prisoners. 

The enemy .was pursued ; and near Gergonzollo the French General 
Beker, and thirty'’ w^ounded officers, were taken prisoners. 

At the same time General Melas marched against Cassano, and bat«» 
tered the intreiichments across the Ritorto canal with twelve-pounders 
and iiowitzers ; and, as the French fell back, caused a flying bridge to 
he thrown over the canal di Ritorto, ■ First Lieutenaiu, of the pioneers^ 
Count Kinski, completed it in spite of the heavy fire of the enemy* 
General Melas immediately ordered the 'Reisky’s regiment against the 
intrenchments winch covered the bridge, which, with three cannooSj, 
was carried with so much rapidity, that the bridge, which had been set 
on Are by the French, was saved. 

General Melas crossed the Adda with his whole colimin ; and the 

same evening marched to Gergonzollo, and the next day early (28th), 
to Milan, 

The two divisions Frohlich and Ott advanced to Milan on the 28tli ; 
the right, under General Rosemberg, passed the Adda at Brivio on the 
S7th ; but General Vukassowicb, who had already passed the river, 
formed the advanced guard, met with a division of French under Ge- 
nera! Serrurier, at Bertero, which, after a most obstinate engagement, 
was beaten, and forced to capitulate. The whole corps laid down its 
arms; the officers were permitted to return to France on their parole? 
and the privates remained prisoners of war. 

After this affair. General Yukassowi.ch marched to Como, and the 
Russians to the right of Blilan. 

"This battle (which has taken the surname of The Aida) cost the ■ 
Trench C),000 men in killed 'and wounded, 5,400 prisoners (amongst 
whom were three generals) ' and eighty pieces of cannon; the Aut;iro 
Russian army took fourteen standards. The loss on the part of the 
allies was stated at 3,000. killed and wounded. 

In the plan aad execution' of this attack, Suworow discovered all that 
presence of iniad and 'p.roniptitude, for which he' had long been cele- 
brated, and which are the first requisites in a great general. His 
distribndon of the several divisions under his command was admirable ; 
every' corps seemed to be the 'best'fitted for the service whicii it was ap« 
pointed to perform'; bis knowledge of the talents and qualities of the 
several general officers appea.red to. baas perfect as if they had all served 
«lidei‘'him jbr years';^ his orders ‘were given with brevity and precisioiij 
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with dignity and solemnity ; his name inspired confidence in the army 
anil struck the enemy with terror. la his official account of the eu-^ 
gageiiient he gives great |iraise to several of the Austrian and Russian 
officers, bitt particularly to Generals IVlelas and Chasteller. General 
Meias, with his division, carried the intrenchments on the opposite 
bank, and penetrated into Cassaao in spite of a most obstinate and 'de- 
structive resistance : and, it was owing to the skill and intrepidity of 
General Marquis Cbasteller that the passage at Trezzo, which the 
enemy thoirj^'ht impossibk, was so successfully effected. 

Nor was the battle of the Adda more glorious in itself than important 
in its eonsequeijces. Moreau, with his defeated and disheartened arnijj 
passed tbeTesitio, abaadosed even the Novarese and the valley of Seaia, 
and cootinued his retreat, till, on the 1st of May, he took shelter under 
the wails of Turin, the capital of Piedmont, and' also the capital of the 
king of Sardiriia’s dominions. 

Milan, which ivas the seat of government of the Cisalpine republic, 
and which was only fifteen miles from the hostile armies, waited with 
the utmost anxiety the event of the battle of the Adda, on which its 
fate, as well as that of the whole republic of which it was the capital, 
evidently depended. As soon, therefore, as certain fugitives brought 
the news to the city, the vile creatures of France, the Lombard repub- 
licans, the Directory and Legislative Representatives were seen making 
off like thieves, out of the gate towards Piedmont, while the honest and 
loyal part of the inhabitants were rushing to the opposite road to receive 
the Imperial troops* Here shouts of joy and blessings resounded all 
the way. 

Three years before, when Massena, who then commanded the van of 
Buonaparte’s army, approached this city, he was met by a band of 
traitoiS and rebels, who hailed him as the harbinger of Uberti/. Very 
different was the procession that went out to welcome Suworow. The 
archbishop of Milan, who, like his predecessor St. Ambrose, had 
scorned to abandon his flock to despair amidst the barbarians, was at the 
head, followed by his clergy, and the old magistracy who were so hor- 
ribly oppressed on the invasion of the French. They met the Austro- 
iiussiari army at Crassenzago, and delivered to Suworow the keys of 
the city, but could not find language sufficient to express their joy and 
their gratitude. From Crassenzago to Milan, which was three miles, 
the way was so crowded that the army could scarcely advance. From 
the streets, the windows, the house tops of the city, the conqueror was 
saluted with continued shouts of ‘‘Long live religion, the Emperor, 
and Suworow !” 'Such were the lamentations, which, after a three years^ 
trial, the loss of republicanism excited in Lombardy ! 

Veiy.few excesses were committed. Some houses belonging to the' 
leading revolytionists, such as Serbelloni at Milan, and Cam para at 
•Brescia, were, plundered, and that more by the populace than by the 
troops. At the same time that an amnesty was- published, a proclama- 
tio'n, as ?/ise as necessary^ was issuedjf forbidding all 'reprisds', ali'vloi. 
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lence against the partizans of the annihilated system* The amnesty, 
howevei's could not' be, nor was it extended to the principal authors of 
the public calamities, to those who before the French irruption and to 
the very last day persisted in preferring the interests of the Directory of 
Paris to those of their feliovv-subjects, and in being the accomplices and 
execiitioiiers of the oppression under which Lombardy groaned* Some 
persons of ill repute were arrested for the sake of policy, but most of 
the great criminals and appointed agents had followed the French afiiiy 
to Turin* 

The Cisalpine Directory was composed of five fellows named Savoldog 
Alessandari, Testi, Lambert! , and Aclelesio* Their brethren of Paris 
had inserted them in the national Almanack of France, next to the 
peror of Russia, Ooc of these renegadoes thought it best to purchase 
his pardon by returning to the frontiers, where, by consent of the Minis- 
ter of Finance and some other members of the administration, he gave 
up the secret repositories and archives of the runaway government* 

Turin offering no security sufficiently stable to this horde of wander- 
ing dignitaries and their dependants, to the vultures, agents, and con- 
stituted robbers who followed the French army, the caravans of them 
made their way by Mount Cenis, flowing into France, that common 
sewer of the revolutionary filth of Europe, and into which the refuse of 
Switzerland, Italy, Ireland, and Germany, have been continually pouring* 
A spectator of this discharge of corruption tells us, that no pencil can 
paint the band, pursued in imagination by thecossacks, clambering over 
the precipices of the Alps, a-foot, on mules, on asses, and litters; nor the 
medley of directors, legislators, ambassadors, secretaries, prostitutes, 
players, deserters, f^ans-ciilottes, usurers, and dethroned delegates, here 
cursed and there laughed at by the people who ’ivere witnesses of this 
new fliglit to paradise^ consoling themselves for their miseries, with 
imprecations, and loading one another with censure* 

At the end of eight days, there remained not, in Milan, a vestige of 
the republican government. The Executive Directoiy, the ministers of 
war, of finance and of foreign affairs, the council of elders, the council 
of yoongers, the committees of safety and of secresy, the departmental 
administrators and municipal officers, the revolutionary tribunals and 
uational guards, the requisitions, tricoloured flags, cockades, passports, 
certificates of civism, forced loans, jack-ketches, liberty-caps, and guillo- 
.lines,' — —all were vanished like the phantoms of a dream ! the Imperial 
government was re-established in all its parts* The armorial beartogs'i^ 
^heapes of France, yet new and .fresh, gave place to the Royal Eagle, and 
'the Cisalpine soldiers, deserted by the rebel chiefs, enlisted under the 
banners of their lawful sovereign. 

Thus perished, after an existence of' three years that wonderful creation 
'of Buonaparte’s genius, the mighty Cisalpine republic! That state, in 
which all malignant republicans hoped to see another permanent' exam- 
ple of successful rebellion, was vanquishedby Suworow in one week ; and 
the divaos of rebels, who had' tricked themselves out in, robes and badgesi 
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arid who had treated oobles and princes with disdain, were, in a few hborSj, 
reduced to a baodfni of vagabonds, by whose flight Italy was purilieds 
: and the republican hordes at Paris augmented. 

- , In the meantime the fortresses left behind, iu'tbe bands of the enemy, 
fell, one after another, before the Imperial arms. On the SOth of April 
fortOrci Nnovo opened its gates. Peschiera, with a garrison of 1,500 
men, capitulated with General Kray on the 5th of May; and PizzighL 
tone surrendered on the JOth of the same month to General Kaim, la 
the capitulation for the surrender of Peschiera, the French urged very 
strenuously that none of the inhabitants should be called to account 
for their political or religious opinions and principles, or for havino* 
served in the French army ; but this condition General Kray absolutely 
refused to grant. 

Beyond the Tesino, the northern part of Piedmont, from that river 
to the Doria Baltea, which descends from the Duchy of Aasta, Novara 
poorly fortified, Vercelli and Ivrea still worse so, the higher countries 
bordering on the Lake of Como and Lake Major, and the intermediate 
Swiss bailiwicks, were delivered. Parties were pushed on from Ivrea 
to Chivazzo, to within five leagues of Turin, and to the right of the Fo. 

To the left, Prince liohenzoliern and General Klenan overran the 
Duchy of Parma and the Modenese : Reggio, whose civism was distin- 
guished by Buonaparte, and which had embraced the revolution with 
peculiar ardour, Reggio, after the battle of the Adda, hastened to send 
its keys and deputies, and the cries of Viva h Religione I Viva T Impera-> 
fore f succeeded to those of P'^ina VEgxiaiitia ! 

In all these different countries, transports of joy, mingled with those 
of resentment against the Revolutionists, who were ironically ealled 
Patriots, Pavia several of them were not able to escape the popular 
fury: they would all have fiillen by the vengeance of the people, had 
they not been protected by those soldiers, whom three months before 
they spoke of with insoleiit contempt. This inevitable and natural re- 
sentment broke out particiiiarly in the Swiss bailiwicks : that of Sugano 
did not for the arrival of the Austrians to drive out the French, and 
to exercise a bloody retoliation upon them. In a word, the predictions 
■pronounced three years past of the fate reserved by the Italians for their 
oppressors, their institutes, their proselytes, and their insignia of rebel- 
lion, impiety, and anarchy were accomplished. This was the ninth time 
that the French thus expiated their conquests beyond the Alps. 

These general iosurrecticns, which in such cases were indeed become 
the most sacred of duties, powerfully concurred .with the rapid march of 
the Allies to hasten the flight and disorder of the. French. They had 
BO time to save their magazines, to strip the evacuated towns, or carry 
off their stores of ammunition and other effects, which were abandoned 
to the conqueror. At Novara, by the collusion of one of the Milanese 
directors and the treasurers, General Vukassowich discovered the chest 
of the Gisalpine republic^ containing seven miliious of livres of the 
pantry in cash, ' 
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Tills liappy change was owing' to the wise policy no less than to the 
military skill and bravery of Suworow, whoj after having by his aiins 
struck terror to the hearts of the Republicans, issued the fcllowing pro* 
clamatioo 

^VlT.AiiiiiN Nations ! — Arm, and unite under the banner of him 
who fights for God and Religion, and you will triumph over a perfidious 
enemy.,, The .army of his Majesty the Emperor and King fight the 
French and' shed their own blood in defence of our most holy Religion-^ 
and to restore to you your possessions and your ancient government. 
Were not the French perpetually demanding enormous sums of money ? 
Did they not exact extraordinary requisitions of you ? And, what to 
fathers of families is still more cruel, did they not tear your children 
from you at the chimerical names of Liberty and Equality, to make them 
fight against the troops of your legitimate Sovereign, of a father who 
loves you,, of the most ardent protector of our holy Religion ? Be com- 
forted, Nations 1 There is a God who watches over you, and armies that 
defend you. Look at this host of soldiers: another army is sent by the 
Emperor of Russia, the ally ot yours. See here the victorious army of 
your Emperor; see on all sides considerate nations full of enthusiasm 
co-operating to put an end to this bloody struggle. An immense num- 
ber of noble warriors are come to deliver Italy. Fear nothing; the ar»» 
iBies are fighting against the French Republic, in order to restore your 
laws, re-establish religion, and revive public and private tranquillity, by- 
delivering you from the yoke under which you have groaned for three 
years past. The faithful servants of religion shall be reinstated in their 
offices and property. But, mark ! — If there be found among you a 
being perfidious enough , to bear arms against his Sovereign, or to favour 
the enterprises of the French Republic — such a traitor shall, without 
consideration of situation, birth, rank, employment orconditioo, be shot,, 
and his property all confiscated from his family. Your wisdom, Italian 
Nations, gives every reason to hope that, knowing the justice of our 
eaose, you will not reduce us to the necessity, of putting .these rigorous 
measures into execution, but that you will give us every possible proof 
of loyalty and gratitude to a soi^ereiga so gracious to you. 

(Signed) ■ , SowoROW.®^ 

The writer of this address was- certainly, better acquainted with the- 
genius, of the ' Italians, than Buonaparte’s- poets and orators were. The 
end, the,„iiiotives, the duties, the crimes and puolsliment, are stated am- 
biguously. There is a Ged toko watches over and armies that de^ 
fend yow /— This is a different kind of eloquence from the impious rho- 
domantades by which the Generals of the Directory terrified'the nations., 

f To be continued. J 
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ORIGIN A Ij letters 
WRITTEN BY' OFFICERS DURING THE SEVERAL CAIMPAIGNS 
' IN IWrUGAL AND SPAIN, . 

ARRANGED.. ACCOiiDIXG TO THE CAMPAIGNS. 


The foilQmng Collect inn of Letters will be duhf mined hj our Headers, as being sm 
mang original cotemporaneous (iocuments, written at the time, and on the spot, o f the 
several Campaigns. They are arranged in distinct packets according as they belong 
so different Campaigns. Thus the frst Packet is enlituiedy-^htTTX!'.KB D u ri N G THK 
Campaign of isos ; and «.? the value of this kind of document depends upon its 
mthenticity^ at the end of every Packet is added the name of ike officer by w/io7n the 
Letters were written* And where the whole of the Letters are not by one Writer, but 
are intermixed, the intermixed leitcrs are signed with the name of the Writer. 


LETTERS DURING THE CAMPAIGNS OF 1808 AND 180£^. 


LETTER XX. 

BUT to the particulars of our march. We left our commanders in the town. 
Tlie artillery and head-quarters proceeding first, leaving General Baird’s 
column, and the cavalry under Lord Paget, to cover our rear, and to keep off 
the enemy, who were rather too close However, whenever they were rash 
enough to attack us, they paid dearly for their temerity 5 and found that our 
retreat had barbs in its tail that stung even unto death. At Galcavaliss 
the dragoons and rifle corps most gallantly checked the career of the French, 
and added another fresh leaf to our drooping laurels. Withering as they 
were, their gloom bore no proportion to the sad cypress which at every step 
overhung our path. 

What I had before witnessed on our march was but a fiiint sketch of what 
I was yet to see in (he full horrors of death and desolation. ¥/e were now 
in the heart of a stupendous country cleft into abyss-like ravines, and ov^erlaid 
with a deep and trackless snow. Thus did the mouth of January, 1801, close, 
as well as open a miserable new year on thousands. Brought into regions, in 
many parts above the clouds, with no provisions to sustain nature, no shelter 
to shield us momentarily from the storm, no fuel to warm us, no safe spot 
whereon to linger for an instant to rest; but all one waste of severest wdnter. 
Imagine such a place: then think of the other disasters incidental to war. 
The sick and w^ounded dragged over these ioimeasurahle tracks ; the beasts 
which draw their waggons failing at every step, and they left to perish in the 
snows, or to fail into the hands of the enemy. 1 shall never forget the horrors 
of these dreadful days. The field of battle is a festival of honour ; a sublime 
pageant. But this is war ! Here are the red dragons yoked to her fiert/ ear ! 
Here are her sufferings, her w'oes, her wide destructions. Every yar<l we 
passed over was marked with some lieart-rending proof of our miseries. Ah, 
little need would the French have to seek our line of march! It might be 
traced for many a league by our oyer 4u rued baggage, by our maimed cattle, 
by, our dying, and. dead.. : ' 

When W'e had nearly gained the highest point of these slippery precipices, 
I looked roond, and saw the rear of the army winding along the narrow road * 
I saw their way marked by the wretched people who lay, on all sides expiring 
front hRlgue.and.the .se verity of ' .the cold. ■ .As their -bodies reddened ia spota 
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tlie white surface of the ground; I could not but think on the lines of Holieo- 
linden: . ' 

Ah j few sliall part where many meet ! 

The snow shall be their %?iuding sheet 5 
Aiitl every tarf beneui h their feet 
Shall be a soldier’s sepulchre ! 

But not so; where they fell they lay. No tuiTxoveredlliem from the 'beating 
: elements;, and asii s'ad- memorial of our betrayed cause, their' bo'oes' lie’ .on the'’ 
mountains of Spain, an everlasting reproach to her usigralefnl sons. 

lobserved amongst the unfortunates a'Portuguese bullock driver.' He%t?as' 
on his knees amidst the snow, with his -hands clasped, breathing forth a prayer 
for his soul. This poor fellow bad attended us from the first day of our march^ 
and, thus faithful to our service, expired. I was a very few pacesfrom liiiii wheir 
Ids last groan pierced my ears. Near him lay a woman, half eoveioped in a 
blaiiket, the wife of a soldier; she was also cold la death. A little infant, yet 
living, was hauglog at the breast of its inanimate mother, vainly eiideavoiiring 
to find that warmth and nourishment which fate had ibr ever withdrawn. 

’ Were I to enumerate every afilicting object wbicli met my view during this 
dreadful roountaiii-march, ! should fill a volume instead of a sheet ; I should 
tinman your heart, and send my reader weeping from the tale. But one more 
1 will repeat, and then for a short time, at least, adieu tb these narrations. 

In winding round the road (which was boiuided the whole way with 
terrific precipices) at tiie turning of an angle rather more shsllered than the 
rest from the iron-icy sleet that tore along the sloping raviiics, we saw the 
body of a woman lying in a situation, that for niisery, while she was sensible 
to its horrors, must have been unequalled. She w'as dead, and two little babesp 
to wiiicli she had just given birth, lay struggling in the snow. The scene was' 
too agonizing to bear a second glance. A blanket throwm over lier soon hid 
her from our sight ; and we had the satisfaction of seeing the poor infants given 
in charge to a wmmaii wdio came up in one of the bullock carts\ 

A continoatioo of these spectacles opened upon us all the way to Lugo, and 
doubly proved the reasonableness of my former objections against women being 
the followers of an army into hostile scenes. If men find' it hard to bear the 
fatigues of a severe campaign, how must women sink undef them ? And if 
men find them insupportable, what must be the dreadliilly varied fide of the 
feebler sex ! No wonder' that ihe corses' of these unnappy' females - strew our 
path, when our bravest fellows fall faint and incapable of further exertion. 

Two battles could hardly have cost us more men than I fear we shall find 
missing when we have leisure to enumerate our loss. The ascent of this moun- 
tain will have deprived us of thousands, besides the dead left on the way ; for 
those who yet survive and lie on the road must, in their defenceless state, siir« 
render to the enemy. 

The darkness of a Cimmerian winter night veiled these dismal pictures from 
our eyes ; and we continued our weary route in a silence whidi was alone in- 
terrupted by the bowlings of the blast, or the dying groans of our dropping 
companions. At last we arrived at what was denominated a village; but it 
was almost buried in the show, and with some dijfiaculty a few of us made our 
way under shelter. Even so slight a comfort was comparative heaven. L 
with my party, got into a poor hovel, and lighting a fire (our* only refresh « 
meet, for provisions we had none)j laid ourselves around it, placing our horses 
to enjoy it in an outer circle^ till the dawn summoned us to advance and-agaia 
i-olled op the dark curtain of fate, ^ - 
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We now began to descend the tremendous pass, crossing several bridges, 
which we immediately attempted to :destToy with the hope of impediog the 
approach of our enemy;' but an evil genius, seemed to thwart all our eSbrts. 

'Rveay exertion that was made to compass their destruction failed; and thus 
all faciiity was left to smoolli the passage of the French in their pursuit. 

Oil tlie 4th we arrived at Lugo, where we'shall remain to give time for our 
stragglers who are able to come up ; and, I suppose, we shall here settle some 
plan for a di'vlsion ofpur force; part to march to Vigo, and part to Corunna. 

, At preseu'Cv our numbers increase our distress. 

Amongst the minor misfortui'ies which, attended.our hard pressed asceot up 
this terrible mo'mitain ’was the 'iiecessi fy w'e found ourselves in to disencumber 
the iuerch of a considerable \Veight of dollars. Unable to conceal them, we were 
. obliged to hurl them, into the adjacent valley. ■ The. means, of traosporiiog 
theui farther hud failed; the animals which had. drawn them, fell down dead 
Oil Ihe road; and os many thousands of horses an cl mules shared the same' Me, 
to find nriy to .‘supply their place was now impossible. ' 'The close pursiiit^of 
theFreudi did net ;*uOvV us time to distribute them amongst the ol!icer.s and 
men; alternative was left but to commit them to the bosom of the 

SDO.w, 'riieve, I hope, they will be buried till the departure of the present 
wintry shroud unveils to some lucky peasantry this mine of silver. . 

The same reason ..that prevailed with us to sacrifice this, wealth, also com- ij 

pelled us to abandon about seventy or eighty Spanish waggons fiiled with 
clothes, shoes, &c, for the use of the nation; all which we brought from Eng- 
land, and all which must now fall into the hands of our enemies. A hundred 
patriots we left as their guard ; but I have no doubt that they, as well as their 
charge, are now in possession of the French, who must have come up with 
them on the second of this month, about a couple of leagues on this side of 
..Villa 'Franca. ' 

We have now taken up a position on a line of hills between three and four 
miles from Lugo, where our head quarters are, and consequenlJy where i am 
stationed,/ Happy, you may be sure, we are to have arrived at a place of tem- 
porary repose. ■ This city, in more' honourable .times to'Spain,' was once its 
metropolis; but now it is inferior to many of the provincial towns we have 
lately passed through; however, its hue encircling walls, towers, and gates, 
testify its ancient consequence, and frown sternly on its present totaiiy de- 
fenceless and ruined state. A large church, and a palace, the residence of a 
bishop, ornament its streets. Two or three convents, besides hospitals, rearing 
their spires in the air, add considerably to the dignity of the view. A large 
square and a fountain finish the affvenwis of Lugo Tiie avenues leading to 
this antiquated aietropolis, as well as the gates, are narrow in the ejfetrerae; 
and the dirt and rain still farther impeding our entrance into tiiem, you will 
not wonder that we were much slower in egress than in wishes; and that 
•wearied out with fatigue and watching, we sank down in the first shed to life^ 

..jeviving. .sleep. . , . ^ . 

Here then do we await the arrival of our reserve and cavalry. The brigvade 
of Generals Crawfurd and Alton have proceeded tow'ards Vigo, and are lol- 
lowed by llie/livisioii ufuler Getieral Frazer; consequently pur. part are de- 
teraiiye«i to seek Coriiniia. In the word - Gorunua of ...course, .we^ .must:, include 
that of exit from this perilous scene, ■ 
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LETTER XXI. 

€o7'tmna, Jmiumif, 1S0Q» 

Our cavalry and tliq artiJIery horses on entering this city were foiuid in sncIi 
aslaf-.eof debility and lanien table lameness from the want of shoes, that many 
fell deiid in tiic streets, and more were obliged to be shot in mercy to their 
jsidTerii.gs. 

Tlie sireeU-, the grand square, arid piazzas are now filled with tlieir putrify-. 
inghodics. Horrible is the sight, and more horrible is the sound, for not a 
minute of the day is permitted to elapse without our hearing the report of 
mmc pisto; c.r musket, depriving these once noble creatures of life. The 
heavy rains have swoL-en- and burst many of the carcases 5. and the infected 
air hovers rancorously about our heads. 

0\viiig to onr failure in the destruction of the bridge.?, the enemy advanced 
rapidly iq>oii us, and appearing in sight, accumulated in great strength on 
good position opposite to the ground we had cliosen. A valley divided the two 
amiiesi each of con roe possessing the road leading through their separate lines. 

On the 6th our out-posts were attacked. The dismounted chasseurs a eJmul 
of the enemy advanced, and a couple of Spanish pieces of ordnance (one of 
which was a howitzer) they had taken on their march, opened upon us. 
They assaulted us with great spirit j but at that moment the depressed souls 
of our men seemed suddenly to revive; every arm was braced j the shock was 
received with a steadiness that excited even our own wonder ; and the impetu- 
ous assailants were repulsed with much loss, while we were scarcely deprived 
of a man. 

On the 7th our foe rallied, and again came forward with redoubled force. 
But our second reception was equal to our first; his charge Was met with re*, 
sistless gallantry ; and rolling him back upon his ranks, we drove them before 
«s into the narrow lines ; filling the path with those men killed and wounded^ 
whose eager onset had been checked by our bayonets, and whom we now laid 
In a bloody grave. 


During this affair notliing could exceed my admiration of the conduct of 
our men, but the transcendent courage, coolness, and steadiness of our officers 
All seemed like a race started from the dead. The moment they heard the 
shout of battle, their ardour burst forth as if tlicy had never known de- 
spondence, never felt fatigue. The poor drooping individual who the instant 
before was lagging along the road, and leaning on any accidental support as 
if to sustain him a moment from the death to which he. was sinkin"’ Ino 
sooner heard that an attack was to be made, than springing from the^earth 
forgetting his misery, and newly inspired with life, his strong sinews o-rasned 
his ready bayonet, and he pressed forvvard to join his party or re-iment now 
liot in the contest * V 

In these actions I saw the demonstration of my opinion respectin.o- the re- 
cent disorder of our men. It was despair; it was all that makesl soldier 
hold down h.s head and forget his responsibility to military law, indeed to any' 
law. But now that honour again presented itself; each man fell into his 
hue of duty; every 'man became obedient, and as ready to submit to Ihe 
strictest discipline as when in the fullest tide of success, in the ample euioy- 
nient of every hope and every comfort. ^ 

In the second encounter we took a considerable number of prisonem, and 
IciLcd m.ny oftiie enemy. Only one of our offiyers was wounded, Biigadier- 
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Mfijor Roberts, a brave vetera’n, whose right hand was carried away by a shot, 
but not until he had gallantly buried the point which it held repeatedly in th© 
hearts of those whose bayonets threatened him on all sides. 

'We took more prisoners this day than in the preceding affiiir 5 and from 
them we learnt that large rtdnforcements had arrived to the enemy, under tiie 
command of General Soult Consequently a third and a heavier attack was 
to be expected 5 and with every necessary preparation. Sir X Moore prepared 
, for the -event. . 

The division tinder General Frazer was recalled from the Vigo road, and 
accordiogiy iiiarehed towards otir position. 

The artillery and the cavalry were placed ia order on the morning of tte 
8th; by dawn we were all under arms, and the whole army present were 
drawn out to ofler battle. Thai sun appeared whicii we expected would set 
in blood; it rose in storms, and a tremenduously tempestuous day it proved ; 
bat, alas ! it was only with the elements that we fought ! Soult either did not 
conceive himseif sufficiently strong to warrant his quitting his favourable po- 
sition to come down and attack us, or his object was not to bring us to a de- 
cisive hght; for he must have known our miserable state with regard to sup- 
plies, and therefore left us to be defeated by the surer means of delay and 
disappointment. 

It was our commander s wish that we should be attacked on the morning of 
the 8th. He was well assured that even/ man would do his duty ; and more 
than hoped that in consequence of that the enemy would be so incapacitated 
as to allow us to get sucli start of him as would enable us to embark without 
molestation. 

It was not in oiir power, nor was it our interest, to assault General Soult, Ih 
the first . place, his position vvas excellent ; and, secondly, his force was su- 
perior. How'ever, from the break of day, until the gloom of evening shrouded 
©nr enemies from our view, we waited their attack. To linger longer in ttiis 
expectation would have been very imprudent; therefore, when night came ou, 
tires were liglited along our line ; and thus deceiving our adversaries with it 
show of remaining stationary, we prepared for removaL 

Had we been masters of any resource for the subsistence of the army, ow 
greatest evil must have vanished, and Sir John ‘Moore W'ou Id have kept his 
sword extended as long as General Soult chose to stand at lock: but as we 
were situated, retreat was our only alternative. 

Under the screen of our friendly fires, wliich lighted us on our way, ai:Ml 
beguiled the French, to think we still remained stirring them, we agaiA turnetl 
©ufcburse towards Corunna. 

The bow was once more unbent ; and on the lOtb, Betanzas beheld our 
sad and disjointed brigades and regiments arrive ; and a melancholy scattered 
and dreadfully dying' march it was. Groups, similar to the pale and lifeles® 
heaps we haclJeft on the precipices of the Nazille mountains, again marked 
©iir starving and desolate advance. Amongst the number who fell, died a 
poor woman I mentioned to yoii in a former letter as having seen walking from 
Salamanca with her new-born babe in her arras; at tiiis last exertion, fa^ 
tig^e and misery oyercame her, and she expired ere we entered Betanzas. 

Of course no longer time was allowed here than was. necessary for the gather- 
ing in ot the scattered troops, and to form them iiito a more "condensed body- 
This done, we pushed on towards Corunna; and after paving the roads with 
our exhausted foilow^soldicrs, who, dropping down, begged, as the last favour 
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we could -graiit, to be left to die-r-we arrived oii.tlie lltli at tiie .wislied- 
for , port , 

I shall never forget the Joy which. burst from .the swelliog iieaiis of, the ad- 
•vancing cohrons .when they ascended the bill which presented a. view of the 
ocean ^and the British .ships that were then riding its waves. 'We all : could 
-have shouted as if wehad -.beheld a/deity; the gracious protector that .was .to 
snatcti us from the grasp of our -enemy .1 ' Our proud .vessels see-medto bear the 
sword of retribution 5 secure in the prospect of being sooii under their flag, 
.every fiiiiiting bosom beat with renewed ardour, and looking' towards their 
swelling sails as they bounded forwards, our slackened swords were again 
grasped in our hands; and, like; tlie returning prodigal son revisiting his 
home, .we anticipated re^strung nerves, and a trial of strength with our proud 
■foe, on some more faithfuLand propitious shore.-^Adieul 


LETTER XXIL- v 

Corumia, Jamiary^ 1809. 

My last to you, dear S — — , contained the consolatory information that we 
bad, at length, reached the wished-for port. It was on the 11th of this 
month ; and had the transports been come round from Vigo we should have 
embarked without molestation 5 our rapid march after our rejected offer of 
battle to Soult, having given us greatly the advantage, in advance, before our 
enemies. But our brave fel lows seemed fated to disappointment ! The par- 
ticular vessels we expected to meet were yet far away; and hemmed in be- 
tween the sea and our accumulating foe, we were destined to await the issue. 

Our general has taken up a position in front of Corunna; the best he could 
have assumed, in order to watch the coming in of the transports, and to cover 
our embarkation when we are fortunate enough to hail their arrival. . 

The French have overtaken us ; our means to impede them have failed ; one 
of which was the destruction of the bridge of Burgo, that crossed the Rio de 
Burgo ; but, on the ebbing of the tide the water became fordable, and our 
-ever-watchful enemies, taking advantage of the circumstance, are now in front 
of us, hourly increasing their numbers, and incessantly annoying our troops. 
They occupy the high ground before us with their right extending across 
the great road. 

Thus then, in sight of each other, we are stationed ; and whether we shall be 
obliged to dispute the little land now left between us and the seal know not; 
'but if they attempt to drive us into its waves, according to the proud declarations 
of their Imperial chief, I trust that none of us will stir a step; that not one 
individual will shrink from the spot, though it prove his grave, determining 
to conquer or to die, but never to yield an enforced possession. 

However, as the epemy seem. yet to. eye us with the cautious .glances of jea- ■ 
•lousy, should the transports-- soo.n arrive, Ido-iiot doubtbut that, ev.-en now, we;, 
might embark with little loss, provided the elements do -iiot' also’ -woge -war 
' against our poor remains. 

We -.have .another circumstance in our favour; the patriotic spirit and 
• friendly activity ofjhe .governor and citizens ofCoromia. They are resolved to 
render us every possible assistance ; although they must be aware that in the 
-case of <Hir leaving the place free for the French to enter, tiieir aids to us will 
.‘be-repaid by our enemies by consequences too- terrible for anticipation to dwell 
- on. When I think of what may bo their fatCj^. their noble ardour greatly deep- 
,;eus.sny‘restet$ for tliemv- -- 
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The whole city of Corunna Is in one uninterrupted bustle ; the streets are 
filled with our troops; the ioliabitants, both male and female, transportiog 
cannon and ammimitioo to the walls; and al! the tradesmen are armed, doing 
duty at the gates in conjunction with our own tmops. 

This town, now so niomentoiis a place to us, is situated at the foot of a range 
of heights, and is built on a peninsula. Nature has accommodated it with a 
very fine harbour on the one side, and an extensive bay (called Orson Bay) on 
the other. , ' ' ■ ' ' 

The town is regularly built ; having a very fine row of houses looking into 
the harbour, and commanding a magnificent view towards the coast of FerroL 
Corunna occupies the neck of land which divides the bays; and the ground 
gradually rising, is covered by the citadel ; a work on which much expence 
and time has been bestowed. This august fabrick, as is also the Castle of St. 
Antonio, is built on a rock at the entrance of the harbour; and yields a good’ 
protection from marine attacks : but were we to abandon our present position 
and retire into the city, it would not be tenabje an hour. 

In the citadel are several churches and chapels, as well as the governors 
residence, and those of several grandees. A theatre, also, enlivens its embattled 
walls; at least, its gay arcliiteclure reminds us of more tranquil times, when 
Thalia sported on the lap of peace ; but now the comic troop have given place 
to our soldiers who are quartered in it * and more serious scenes are perhaps 
destined to be exhibited on its boards. 

When the army of General Baird landed here, gaiety of every description 
bade them welcome. Plenty greeted them from all sides, and the joyful 
ioliabitants opened their houses and their hearts to their defenders. Balls and 
fetes were given; and the drama represented patriotic pieces in unison with the 
united zeal of England and Spain, and with the brilliant hopes which were 
expected to crown the coalition 

Wliata change do we behold! Houses abandoned, the ortce shiiling faces 
of the women bathed in tears; and every prospect of want, withal! the miseries 
that war and massacre can bring, rising before their almost frantic senses. 

I must mention a drcumstance which occurred this day whilst I was riding 
towards the outposts. All of a sudden the earth seemed to tremble beneath my 
liorse’s feet; and in an instant two explosions, the most terrible andloud I ever 
heard, rent the air. They were followed by a column of smoke that rose 
gradually to an immense height in the sky, and then overspreading the clear 
ether with volumes of rolling darkness. " 

At first I believed it to be an earthquake; but the latter effect undeceived 
sue : and as soon as ray animal recovered its fright, and I my surprise, 1 proceeded 
towards the point whence the smoke issued, and there learnt its cause. 

Tv^'o magazines of gunpowder had been found. The powder had been 
sent from England for the use of the patriots ; but like our other presents of 
arms, cloathing, &;c. had been allowed to remain unappropriated. The junta 
of this district, like those of some other provinces, was so inert, or so blind to 
their true interest, as to leave it here useless to the patriots; but a very rich depot 
for the invaders . 

To prevent this event, as soon as oiu' commanders discovered these magazines, 
orders were issued for their destruction. ' » 
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^ letter xxii : 

Atsea^ Janumy 

Before tljis reaHies you, no doubt you will have received better iuformatioi® 
respecting’ tbe events of the few past days th?fTi can at present be traiismitteci 
by Ibave been on the spot, and witnessed scenes as much to 

the honour as to the grief of England, Long ere this meets your eye, yon 
must be niade acquainted with the general particulars of the glorious and ca» 
laiiiitOiis battle of the l6th. Official cbminuiiications having been yesterday 
dispatched to ministers at home, in a light-sailing vessel that must arrive iiiany 
days before our heavily laden transports; you may be mourniug the result of 
our action, the details of which, though steeped in blood, would make the 
proud consciousness of an Englishman check his lamentations, to break forth 
in glorying admiration of the slain. 

The images of the recent battle are too many and too prominent in my mind 
to allow me the power of much individualizing; but as far as my yet confused 
thoughts permit, I will make you still more iuiiinate with the dauntless cou- 
rage of our brothers in arms, as well as draw forth a sigh of regret for those 
who now lie cold on the field of death. 

In my last I noted our relative situation with regard to the enemy, I think 
it was on the 14th that the transports from Yigo, accompanied by ten or 
eleven ships of war, came round. Their arrival gave us great joy, as we saw 
in them an asylum from all our fatigues; and every exertion was made for 
instant embarkation. 

The ai-tillery, a few horses, and our useless people, were put on board first. 
This we accomplished with ease; and as the enemy did not advance a foot of 
ground, but rested their hopes of miiioying us in a range of guns 'wdiich t|iey 
had opened upon us, but which failed to affect our present movements, we 
proceeded quietly with oar embarkation ; having before secured all the points 
on this side, from which the enemy, had they seized them, might have dis- 
tressed us. ■ 

On the 15th, our ever watchful adveriiary received considerable reinforce- 
ments; and oil the morning of the following day, by certain movements on 
their right, we could plainly see that something was meditating to prevent our 
easy departure. 

Our Hght was upon the village of Elvena, and under the command of the 
gallant Baird. A strong column of the enemy, covered by several pieces of 
the artillery which opened from an adjacent wood to the right of the village, 
opposed this force. Fora short time thl'T point of attack seemed to be the 
grand object of the French. To force our right was their aim ; and the weight 
of the tremendous column falling at once upon our brave fellows, was enougti 
to have struck terror into a^ny hearts but those ^f Englishmen. 

The brigade of Lord \Filliam Beutmek poured a well-directed fire into this 
concciilvated mass of destriictioii. Three cheers from us scaled their destiny i 
and the bayonets of the 50th, 42d, and 4th regiments soon complet<Ml the coo« 
fusion their balls had begun. The numbers of enemy augmented their 
own consternation ; they fell back on each other, making a coufasion as sue 
ccssful as our arms : and, in short, this glorious scene of vssiiour was soon ter 
Biinated by the total defeat of the oolumn, 

{To he eontimttij* 
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MISTORY OF THE^ WAR IN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. * 
fTrmsiaied from the French of 


f Continued fro7n our last,) 

THE loss of tlie allies from' the third of May to the tenth, amounted 
to about three thousand men hors de combat; that of the French to 
about four thousand. Their principal loss was occasioned by the ridi« 
culous obstinacy, with which they persisted in the attempt to dnVe the 
Eoglish from Fuentes-de-Onora. Had it not been for this fault, they 
would not have lost more than the allies. Lord Wellington, aware of 
Massena’s ardent disposition, ably availed hi raself of the advantages 
afforded by the ground, as he had done at Rusaco. This second reverse 
wounded the vanity of the French general to the quick; and he deter- 
mined to resign. After having recrossed the Agueda with his army, he 
left Spain, under pretence of being in a bad state of health. Massena 
was succeeded in his command by Marshal Marmont. Though greatly 
mortified at the escape of the French garrison from Almeida, Lord 
Wellington could not impute to his brave army a measure, the attempt 
and success of which were alike improbable. His Lordship justly 
lavished the highest praises on his troops ; and both Houses of Parlia- 
ment unanimously voted their thanks to the conquerors of Busaco and 
Fuentes-de-Onora. Instead of becoming the boasted prey of Massena, 
so celebrated for the vivacity of his attacks at the head of the advanced 
guards in Italy, Portugal was freed from the presence of French armies ; 
and their expulsion being the glorious result of victory, every thing an- 
nounced that the kingdom would long be safe against a new invasion. 
But, notwithstanding this happy prospect, Lord Wellington caused the 
works of Almeida to be immediately repaired, in order to secure that 
place against ol coup de mahu He could not have chosen a more favour- 
able point for the general storehouse of the army, whether he intended 
to continue on the defensive, or whether circumstances would permit 
iiim to penetrate into Spain. His Lordship was presiding over the exe- 
cution of these measures, when General Beresford informed him of Mar- 
sbai Soult^s march to the relief of Badajoz, and expressed the satisfaction 
which he and his army should feel in fighting under his directions, pro- 
vided his Lordship’s presence, was notmecessary to observe Masseoa.^ - 
Lord Wellington' accordingly set out from Almeida, on the sixteenth ' 
of May, and arrived on' the 'nineteenth at Elvas, where he received dhe^ 
report of the battle of Aibuera;- .He- learnt, with, pleasure, that Badajoj? 
had been invested anew on the same day, — that Soult was in full retreat 
towards Seville, and that General Beresford greatly harassed his rear 
guard, with the Hower of the allied army; His Lordship immediately 
undertook the direction of the operations on the Gaadiana. The trenches 
were opened before Badajoz in the night of the twenty-ninth to the thir- 
VpL. IV. No. m. '...■■V'.' G : 
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tietii of May. On the sixth of June, the breach, made io Fort Saiichris- 
toval, was judged practicable* The assault was made on the same day, 
towards ten o’clock in the evening : but in spite of the valour of the as««* 
sailants, they were repulsed ; contrary to the rules of the art, they had 
not taken the precaution of being masters of the ditch, in order to pre-® 
vent the entrance of tlie besieged into it. This blunder, on the part of 
the English engineers, had, not escaped the 'observation of the French 
governor, Phillippon. As soon as it was night, he hac! sent miners into 
the ditch, to clean the foot of the breach, and thus render it impractica- 
ble. When the English came, they not only could not reach the steep 
breach by climbing, but i heir ladders also proved too short, on account 
of the height to which the miners had raised the new parapet. After 
three very sanguinary attempts, they were obliged to retire. The firing 
against Sanchristoval was continued on the following days ; and on the 
ninth the breach was again judged practicable. Lord Wellington 't 

ordered a fresh assault of the fort in the evening : but the same obstacles | 

were encountered as in the evening of the sixth ; because the same fault 1 

had been committed. The troops displayed an ardour and bravery i 

worthy of a better result ; and their loss was increased by their obstinacy | 

in continuing at the foot of the breach ; sometimes on the defensive, and | 

sometimes renewing the attempt to scale the wall, in the constant ex- 
pectation that Fortune would reward their intrepidity. It required 
peremptory orders from Lord Wellington to withdraw them from so I 

perilous a post, and to make them return to the camp, so great was their I 

amazement at being unable to execute the commands of chiefs, who | 

had their entire confidence and attachment. [ 

The sad result of these two assaults, and the news of the preparations 
of the French for the relief of Badajoz, determined Lord Wellington to 
postpone the conquest of that place to a more favourable opportunity^ 

On the tenth, orders were given to raise the siege. The unexpected 
opposition which Marsha! Soult had met with at Albuera, induced him 
not to renew the attack, but with numbers superior to those of the allies* 

A few days after the sanguinary battle of Albuera, he had been fnv^ 
nished with fresh evidence that the English cavalry, though inferior 
io number, was not afraid of meeting the French. On the twentyvfifth 
of May, General Montbrun attacked General Lumley, near’Usagre. lie 
fancied that the bare sight of bis numerous columns would induce the 
allies to make a precipitate retreat. How great then must have been his 
surprise, when he saw his advanced guard, consisting of three regiments, 
boldly attacked, and. completely overthrown, bjf the third regiment of 
dragoons, supported by the fourth ! The result of this skirmish 
strengthened Marshal Soult’s apprehensions of not being strong enough 
to encounter Lord Wellington. He ordered Marshal Marmont to join 
him on the Guadiana, with the choicest troops of the army of Portugal. 
Marmont was not able to leave the environs of Ciudad-Rodrigo before 
the fifth of June ; on the thirteenth he reached Ahnaraz, on the Tagus^ 
md on the eighteenth he formed his junction with Soult in the neigh- 


IS 15 .] THE EOYAL; MILITARY CHRONICLE. im 

boorhood of Merida. Oii: the seventeenth, Lord Wellington had set 
out from before BadajoZs which, ever since the raising of the siege, had 
been closely blockaded. His Lordship did not think proper either to 
Biarcli to' the Freiieh, ' or to wait for, them. The whole allied araiy 
crossed over to the right banks of the Guadiana, and took a position on 
the Gaya, in the neigbbou rhood of Arronches. . Soult a.nd Marmoiit ar-^ 
rived at Badajoz on the, twentieth, : On the twenty-second the}^. marched 
,a strong body of troops to Elvas, and Gampo-Mayor ; in ord.er to cover 
them, while they reconnoitred, the environs of those two -places, and pro- 
cured accurate accounts of the allied army. They returned to Bada- 
joz on the same day, satisfied with having relieved that place, and un- 
do-u-btedly convinced, in their own minds, that Lord Wellington was in 
a situation to frustrate all their ulterior efforts. 

The combined army of the French "was rated at seventy thousand 
men under -arms, ten -thousand of whom were cavalry the allies 

at sixty thousand, including six thousand horse. But, in spite of this 
inferiority, the English commander had made several judicious dispo- 
tioos to, prevent the junction of the two French armies. He collected 
the flower; of his infantry and cavalry at -Alhuera^ in order to fight Mar- 
shal Soult separately, if the latter should march immediately to Badajoz. 
After having forced this army of the south to retreat, the allies would 
have rapidly marched to Merida, and stopped the progress of the army 
of Portugal-,; which, on hearing of- Marshal Soult’s retreat, would .have' 
fallen back to Alinaiaz without fighting. ' This important operation 
was to be executed- by fifty thousand of the allies attaekiDg-s.uccessively 
two French armies, each of thirty-five, thousand men; whilst a corps 
of ten thousand would have been left to continue the blockade of Bada- 
joz. Such was the plan of the English commander, which would have 
completely succeeded, had he been opposed by a less experienced Ge- 
neialtban Soult, whom the battle of Albuera bad taught additional 
prudence. Lord Wellington’s worthy competitor felt how critica! his 
situation would be, if he did not take the greatest precautions to avoid a 
battle on the part of his army alone. He left Llerena only on the twelfth^ 
and on the sixteenth he was still in a position ^at Fueote-del-Maestro, 
where the roads of Badajoz and Merida meet. Though he had heard, 
on the seventeenth, that Lord' Well Ing ton was ■ recrossiog the -Guadiana^ 
and though he might easily have harassed ,his- Lordship’s rear guard, 
by inarching to Badajoz through Albuera, yet afraid of this retreat 
being a feint on the part of the English general to bring about a 
battle with him separately, he marched to Almendraleyo, on the Merida 
road. This great circumspection is, unquestionably, the highest eiw 
logium of 'Lord Wellington’s excellent measures. Had the engineers 
followed the rules of fortification, with as much ability as his Lordship 
displayed in the application of the principles of the higher branches of 
tactics, Badajoz would no doubt have surrendered about the fourteenth 
or fifteenth of June^ 
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Whenever a place is pro[)erIy attacked, it iiei^er . resists above two or 
three clays after a breach has been rendered 4)racticable ; and for such a 
protracted defence there must be in the bastions additional works, which 
did not, exist at Badajoz. It scarcely would be believed, were it not ex- 
pressly mentioned in the o®cial reports, that, in the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, troops should have been sent to the assault with 
ladders, after the breach had been judged practicable. If they wished 
to scale the town, tliey only needed to make a false attack at the breach^ 
where the enemy was in great force, and climb up the ramparts, on di^t 
vers other points, where success was so much the more infallible, as the 
besieged, not expecting such an attack, would have been taken una- 
wares, and would, of course, have opposed little or no resistance. But 
in spite of these gross bhuiders, the loss of the allies, according to Lord 
Wellington, both during the siege, and in the two assaults, did not ex- 
ceed twelve hundred men hors de combat. The garrison lost nearly the 
same number in their sorties against the works of the besiegers. 

The rules of fortification were better followed by the French before 
Tarragona, which General Suchet had besieged since the fourth of May^ 
He had reached the environs of the place on the twenty-sixth of Aprils 
after having several times fought against the garrison, which made many 
successful excursions against the French moveable columns, sent to op.? 
pose the introduction of provisions into the fortress. On the fifth, the 
garrison of Fort Oliva made four sorties, successful at first but afterwards 
repulsed by superior forces. On the eighth the French established a 
great redoubt on the sea-shore. The guns of tlie English squadron in 
the roads warmly oppossed the construction of a wmrk, intended to inier- 
cept, or at least to obstruct, the communication of the town witlrthe 
fleet. But the obscurity of the night, added to the great number of 
the labourers, defeated the attempts of the English. 

On the tenth, General Campoverde entered Tarragona, with troops 
from Catalonia. On the fourteenth, a sortie of six thousand men at- 
tacked the troops which invested the place, overthrew whatever opposed 
their passage, destroyed several works, and relumed only after the I*’ rencfi 
had collected the greater part of their troops. This attack took place 
on the side of the Fraucol, a river to the south of Tarragona, On the 
twenty-first, General Sarslield, a^the head of several thousand 
drove the French from Alcover, on the high road to Lerida, Suchet 
sent against him a corps of choice men, who easily dispersed such irre- 
gular troops. The latter were, indeed, less calculated to fight in the 
plain, than to act as riflemen o!i the rocks of the Pyrenees. Orr the 
twenty-seventh, four heavy batteries were completely mounted against 
Fort Oliva, The garrison made a sortie to oppose this operation. They 
had overthrown the first posts,and were about to destroy the work, when 
General Salm arrived, at the head of three battalions, to protect the 
labourers ; and the garrlscu was obliged to return to the fort. General 
Salm was killed on the spot by a musket ball. was a very active 

officer, but of little ability and more brave than prudent® He was no| 
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Leloved by the troops, on account of his frequently groundless, and al- 
ways /excessive severity, . On , the tweut3^-eightb, the batteries bec^an to 
play ; and notwithstanding the brisk tire of the Spaniards, the superiority 
of the French became sensible on the evening of the very same day, when 
the fort returned their fire but feebly. On the twenty-ninth, at the ap- 
proach of night, Suchet ordered the assault The garrison defended the 
breach with the greaiest intrepidity. The assailants were repulsed, and 
the attack would have thorooghly failed, had not the darkness of the 
iiight favoured the of a oohimn, which, possessing themselves of 

the gate, broke it open with hatchets. The Spaniards, who were not 
sufficiently numerous to defend that point, retired in confusion, and 
were soon followed by the remainder of the garrison, to a small barrack, 
protecteil by a ditch. Of the two thousand five hundred men, who de- 
fended Fort Oliva, more than two-thirds 'were put to the sword. The 
rest, consisting of about nine hundred, surrendered at discretion ; and 
fheir lives were spared. 

On the thirtieth, at nine o’clock in the morning, three thousand men 
left Tarragona to retake Fort Oliva. They were repulsed, as might 
easily have been foreseen. The governor had committed the fault of 
not sending this reinforcement the night before, to repel the assault. 
He would then have caused a great loss to the French. But instead of 
repairing his first error, he committed a second, in diminishing the forces 
of the place, by the loss of the brave men, who perished in the attack of 
the thirtieih. The least sagacious officer must have perceived, that an 
enemy, who is enterprising, and numerous enough to carry a work by 
main force, would not neglect the measures requisite to prevent its being 
retaken, especially when he has an army of five-and-twenty thousand 
men at his disposal. A sound judgment, and coolness not to be disturbed, 
are two essential qualities, without which the governor of a strong place 
exposes liimseif, not only to personal disgrace, but even endangers the 
safety of the state, by sacrificing his garrison in attacks, better calculated 
to niake a vain parade of unprofitable courage, than to protract the de- 
fence of the important post, with wdiich he is entrusted by his sovereign. 

The conquest of Fort Oliva left Tarragona to its owir strength ; and 
in the night of the first to the second of June, the besiegers opened their 
trendies. The first parallel was constructed at the distance of one 
hundred ffithoms from the body of the place. To prevent the entrance 
of any succour by sea, it was of essential importance to obtain possession 
of the lower town, which comprises the harbour and the pier. But the 
progress of the works was slow, and attended with great losses. A half 
moon, which covered the curtain between the bastions, called cles Clia-' 
noifies and Si* Charles, was carried only at the third assault. In this work 
Pi battery was erected, the support of which required ten thousand sand- 
bags, Its fire was opened on the twent^^first, together with that of two 
other batteries. Towards noon three breaches were judged practicable. 
The declivity of the ditch had been made at the projecting angle of the 
^bastion des Chanoines ; this was wrong. It ought to have been against 
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the fore part of the hastions, on the front of attack. Bnt it is probably 
a mere mistake in the report of Sachet’s aide-de-camp, who very rikely 
is rather a brave grenadier, than a clever engineer. At seven o’clock in 
the evening, five columns were inarched to the intended points of attack^ 
One was for each of three the breaches ; the two others, provided with 
ladders, were to scale the ramparts, make a di version in favoar of those 
who were ordered to the breaches, and, by a serious attack, penetrate, if 
possible, into the town, thereby forcing the besieged to retire into the 
upper part of it. General Suchet succeeded beyond his expectation. 
Four columns penetrated into the town, notwithstanding the dreadful 
fire of the besieged. The fifth which was advancing by the sea-shore, 
was overthrown by General Sarsfield. But this advantage was soon ren- 
dered of no use by the arrival of other French troops, who, setting aside 
all feelings of Ijumaiiity, made a dreadful slaughter of the inhabitants 
and soldiers that iVii into their hands. The garrison had two thousand ‘ 
men killed. No prisoners were taken. The remainder, amounting to 
three thou-^and, took refuge in the upper town. When the French sol- 
diers thought they had plundered the place sufficiently, they set fire to 
most of the houses. Considerable warehouses of cotton and sugar became 
the prey of the flames. The commander of the English squadron could 
not remain a tranquil spectator of the horrible situation, in which the in- 
habitants of Tarragona were placed : he approached the lower town : and 
opened the fire of all his vessels on the French posts. The garrison of 
the upper town, encouraged by this assistance of the English squadron, 
attempted a sortie, but unsuccessfully. They quickly retreated within 
the ramparts, when they saw the French ready to attack them. 

In the night of the twenty-first to the twenty-second, the trenches were 
open before the upper town. The breach having been judged practi^ 
cable on the twenty-eighth, the assault was made with impetuosity, and 
feebly opposed. To have a just idea of the disastrous scene that ensued, 
it will be sufficient to recollect the expressions of its author, who is in- 
terested in diminishing its horror. ‘‘The rage of the soldiery,” says 
General Suchet, in his report to Prince Berthier, dated Tarragona, the 
twenty-ninth of June 1811 , “was increased by the resistance of the gar- 
rison, which every day expected deliverance, and wished to insure its 
success by a general sortie. The fifth assault, still more vigorous than 
the preceding ones, attempted yesterday at noon, against the inner ram- 
part, has been attended with dreadful slaughter, but with inconsiderable 
loss on our side. The terrible example which I foresaw, to mj sorrow, 
and foretold in my last report to jmur Highness, has been made; and 
will long be remembered in Spain. Four thousand men were slain in 
the town : from ten to twelve thousand tried to escape into the country 
by leaping from the walls; but one thousand of these were cut to pieces, 
or drowned* About ten thousand, (five hundred of whom are officers) 
have been taken prisoners, and marched to France. Nearly fifteen 
hundred lie wounded in the hospitals of the town, where their lives have 
have beeh spared in the midst of the slaughter. Three major-generaI% 
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and the governor are among the prisoners. Several other superior officers 
are among the dead. Twenty stands of colours, three hundred and 
eighty-four battering pieces, forty thousand cannonballs, or bombs, and 
Bve hundred thousand quintals of gunpowder and lead, are in our power 
No intention is made in this report, of the inhabitants that fell 
victims to the rage of the French soidiers, who, on entering the to\vii„ 
indistinctly slew ail they found in their passage. An eye-witness asserts 
that the slaughter was as dreadful as Sachet describes it. The capture 
of Tarragona is undoubtedly a very brilliant conquest; but it would 
far more redound to the honour of the French troops, if they had not 
stained the renown of their arms with so much blood. 

The blame, however, fails lighter on General Suchet than on the 
Governor of Tarragona, whose improvidence and obstinacy cannot be 
palliated by his courage. He had witnessed the equivocal conduct of 
his troops in former assaults, and he might easily have foresee^ that he 
would not prove more fortunate in a fresh attack, when the French, to 
achieve their object, would act with increased ardour against enemies, 
whom they were wont to conquer. He should, therefore, have come to 
an honourable arrangement, especially as the Marquis of Campoverde, 
who had left Tarragona, to collect an army for its relief, did not make hia 
appearance. Moreover, the Valentians and Arrogonese did not attempt 
the expected diversion. And, what should have removed ail scruples in 
the governor’s mind, as to the propriety of a surrender, the English re-- 
fused to join the garrison. The governor himself, in his report to the 
Council of Regency, says: <*The garrison has displayed the greatest 
heroism in the defence of the place, until the assault, which was feebly 
opposed. The soldiers yielded, and were intimidated. Every thing 
conspired against this unfortunate garrison. General Campoverde, on 
leaving the place, promised to return soon to its relief and deliverance ; 
a promise which he never performed, though he renewed it every day^ 
General Miranda, sent to the succour of the place by tbe kingdom of 
Valentia, landed at Tarragona on the twelfth of June, and re-embarked 
the next day, to join the army under Campoverde. An English division 
arrived on the twenty-sixth. Colonel Skerret, its conunander, came on 
shore to confer with me. On the twenty-seventh English artillery offi- 
cers and engineers came to reconnoitre the front of attack, and, being 
convinced that the place was iti capable of opposing any resistance, re- 
turned to their vessels; so that all hastened from the town, and yet they 
were sent all to its succour! To be forsaken by those, who came to assist 
us, was the worst, &c.” This short extract from General Contreras’s 
long report, evidently shows that the task, with which he had been en- 
trusted, was beyond his means. When saw the English engineers 
convinced that it was impossible to protract the defence of Tarragona, 
wben he saw them return to their vessels, thus confirming their opinion 
in the most authentic manner, he ought to have sent offers of capitulating 
to the French general, who, being himself a man of honour, would have 
proposed none but honourable terms. It is, therefore, from mistaken 
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vanity, and inconsiderate bravery, that General Contreras, instead of 
pituiating, committed the melancholy fault of awaiting the assault on 
the twenty-eighth. But these errors of the governor are far from justify- 
ing Sochet’s arbitrary conduct. Valour and severity have both invariable 
bounds, prescribed by reason and honour. Whoever oversteps them, be 
it even from excessive zeal, ought to be considered as dangerous to the 
state, and incapable of holding a superior command. 

No sooner was General Sachet master of Tarragona, than lie ordered 
the fortifications to be repaired. He left a strong garrison in the places* 
and marched to Montserrat, where the Marquis d’Ayroles had established 
his depot generaL On the twenty-fourth of July he formed his junc- 
tion with a detachment from the garrison of Barcelona, commanded by 
General Maurice Mathieu. Montserrat, which entirely difiers from 
other mountains, is an assemblage of immense pyramids, seated on a 
great number of insulated rocks, whence it derives the of Monte 
SerradOf or the Saived Mountain, This post was so strong by nature, 
that the Spaniards supposed the French would confine theroselveil to a 
blockade of it. They had increased the difficulties of an attack by main 
force, having cut the road wliich leads to the convent, and constructed 
redoubts on very steep rocks, to the top of which they had carried some 
pieces of ordnance. Siichet had been informed that the Marquis d’Ay« 
roles had too small a number of troops to defend himself against many 
attacks, the success of any one of which would put him in possession of 
what he termed the den of the insurgents of Catalonia,''* His troops 
carried three redoubts, which were at the foot of the mountain, whilst 
several columns of VoUigeurs climbed the rocks, wherever they were 
accessible. The peasants, stationed on the summits of the mountains, 
kept up a very brisk fire, whilst others placed on the brinks of the in- 
termediate projecting places, rolled down stones and pieces of rocks upon 
the assailants. The whole mountain, however, was carried with the 
bayonet ; and the Marquis d’Ayroles himself owed his safety only to th^ 
darkness of the night, and the perfect knowledge he possessed of the 
passes. This conquest was extremely beneficial to Barcelona ; the 
supplies of which had often been intercepted by the Spaniards of the 
inomitaim General - Maurice Mathieu returned - to Barcelona, and 
Sachet went to Arragon ; there to make the necessary arrangements for 
his expedition against the kingdom of Valeiitia. 


fTo he contmuedj. 
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(Expedition against the Village of Alhreclit^ contmmd.) 

THE command of Oiis sortie was confided to Count D’Heiidelet, On tlie 
firing of the tn.oniing gun, all the disposable troops of the garrison as« 
seiiibled at the Fetershagen gate, which leads directly to the suburbs of 
Ohra. Whilst a part of the troops made false attacks on ditferent points, the 
remainder manoeuvred with rapidity upon a plain, in the woods which Tie be- 
fore Ohra. Our soldiers in a moment were engaged on this side*, the cavalry 
pushed forward; and, in a charge, in which Colonel Tasin highly distin- 
guished himself, carried off* two hundred men. At the same time, General 
Bachelu, an officer of the greatest enterprise, and particularly fortunate in 
conducting sorties or unexpected attacks, led on the Polish infantry against a 
Russian corps, which he forced instantly to dy, by thefireof his artillery. The 
banks of the river were covered with dead bodies, amongst which were num* 
bers of a Russian corps of soldiers, who, in order to impress more terror on 
their adversaries, had a Deaths head affixed to the front of their caps, and had 
declared they would never give quarter or make any prisoners; but their fright- 
ful appearance could not intimidate our soldiers, or hinder them from rushing 
on them with fury. A gunner of the name of Kraft, attacked by two Rus- 
sians, killed one, and took the other; and a young Polish drummer fought a 
Russian grehadier, and made liim aprisoneri after a severe conflict. TheBa. 
varian Major Seiflerlitz, seeing a number of the enemy save themselves in the 
water, rushed in after them, and, followed by a few of his troop, pursued, and 
put them to the sword. The enemy abandoned the village of Saint Albrecht, 
from whence our troops returned into the city, brihging with them some pri- 
soners, provisions, and forage. They also were enabled, by this sortie, to ac- 
quaint tlie Governor with the circuhistantial accounts of the magistrates and 
country people, who all uniformly agreed in relating the progress of the enemy 
on the Saxon territory. The most useful effects resulted from the expedition 
to Saint Albrecht ; as from itthe Governor ascertained that the Russians were 
not in any great force, and that although their numbers were tkr superior to 
ours, yet he could attack them with impunity. 

On the IStli clay of April, being the hundredth day of the blockade, and 
Easter Sunday, the Governor, in a moment of enterprising confidence, ordered 
the troops to parade beyond our advanced posts ; several thousand men, in- 
fantry and cavalry, assembled at the distance of a league and a quarter from 
the city, ill the beautiful plain shaded by the forest of Oliva. Our troops, 
with inconceivable boldness, slowly defiled amidst thefiourisbiug of trumpets, 
at only fifteen paces from the enemy’s lines, wlio remained motionless with 
astonishment. 

The Governor now thought a favourable opportunity had occurred to per- 
mit an incursion into the surrounding country, in order to carry off cattle and 
forage in sufficient quantity to enable him to aWait the maturity of the harvest, 
which the surrounding fields gave promise of. T6 the east of Daut)z:ic lies an 
extensive and fertile track of country, called! the Noehriing, one side of 
Vol»1Y. .. 
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•wbicli is bomided by the Baltic,' whose waves throw «p on its banks an odori- 
ferous amber,;' on; two .other sides it is inclosed by the An.stiila, aoci foruis a 
, peninsula, ornamented with- orchards, lakes, ]ju*;»’e . plains, forests of iir, and 
full of small farms and fields, covered with numerous herds of cattle. 

The inhafeitants of this district are laborious and peaceful; hovrever, it was 
into their possessions that the besieged resolved to make an irruption, in order 
to provision the place, the wants of vvhicli were every day growing more press- 
ing. The S7t!i of April, troops marched out of the city, under the cmiimaiid 
of General Bachelii, to the number of fifteen hundred infantry, and two iiiin- 
dred cavalry. Our soldiers in a short time came up witli the Russians, who 
guarded the roads towards the country; they rushed upon their first post 
Colonel Reden, known in all the different armies, by thirty yt'iirs of lioiiourable 
service, was struck by four balls; the Gommissary of War, M Belissnll, a 
brave soldier, fell wounded by Jiis side; Colonels Baron Farinc, Kiener, Nau- 
man, Dcsseur, and Kaminski, merited, by t!)eir conduct and Ijravery, the liigli- 
est praises. We made four Ijundred prisoners ; the remainder was dispersed; 
and General Bachelu, after having forced this barrier, advanced into the comi™ 
t 3 *y to the distance of eight leagues from Dantzie, and remained four entire days 
out of that city. We must contemplate with admiration tlie sang-froid and 
contempt. of danger displayed by this small number of men, wlio for such a 
length of time, and so far from their ramparts, dared to remain in a country 
covered with oomerous battnlioms of the enemy, and full of inhabitants, wliom 
the Tocsin could suddenly a.sseinble against them. But so great are the ex- 
cesses authorized by war, that the admiration w^e at first grant to the dauntless 
courage of the soldier, is quickly dissipated in reflecting on its dreadful con- 
sequences. For wdiat was the course these men were obliged to take to sup- 
ply a garrison, sinking under its privations and its wants ? Tliey rushed into 
the granaries and fields of the laborious peasant, to carry off Iris grain and 
flocks. At the unexpected appearance of those troops, wiioliad liazarded their 
safety, at such a distance from their fortifications, fear and desolation spread 
amongst those hamlets, so lately the abodes of peace; the soldiers eagerly 
poured in amidst those rural habitations, and seized on all the corn, cattle^ 
and Ibrage they could discover; whilst some collected the plunder, others con- 
ducted in iiaste the booty they had obtained, to the neigliboiiring banks of the 
'\dstuh5, where the boats lay moored, which Rear Admiral Dumanoir had given 
orders to be ready to receive, and transport all that could be obtained to the 
walls of Dantzie 

The soldiers seized on the Peasants, and forced tliem to assist in driving tlie 
numerous Iierds of cattle, which were increased in every village they passed 
through ; and the labourer, with sighs, was obliged to yield up the lieifer, whose 
milk gave nutriment to his children, and the oxen, the companions of his toils, 
to the wants of tiie garrison. However, to assuage the misery of these country 
people, and to soften the severity of the sacrifices they were compelled to make, 
the Governor ordered, that bills payable after the siege, oii the French Treasury, 
should be delivered with the utmost expidition. 

On the thirtieth of April the French Troops returned to DaiRzic, with eight 
hundred head of cattle, and forage for two months; the besieged received witlr 
shouts of joy those provisions, which enabled them to await witii security the 
proper moment for gatliering in the harvest. The environs of Dantzie, which, 
uptll now, the Governor had been enabled, by means of videttes, field works, 
piquets^ advanced posts and sharp-shooters, to prevent tlie Russians from 
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approacliiog*, became clothed with '’a rich and abundant vegetation j and every 
day, a reviving dew addiiig fresh verdure to the fields, gave vigour to the 
productions of the earth. The ground, which the besieged had as yet been 
enabled to preserve round the place, was the constant object of their vigilance 
and tlieir cares: they reckoned on tliese future harvests as the means ofproloiig- 
log their defence; and day and night they watched, with arms in their hands, 
the growing herbage, and green corn around them, with the same anxiety they 
would have guarded the treasures oflndostan. The Russians, who wished to 
accelerate the surrender of Dantzic, by making lumiae an auxiliary to their 
designs, fell how important it was to deprive the garrison of those resources 
which nature was preparing for its support, and, in consequence, they resolved 
on making incessant attacks in order to seize from the defenders of the place 
tiie possession of those fertile fields they held, and to shut them closely up 
within the walls of the city. The execution of this project appeared less diffi- 
cult to the enemy, as he had reeeiv ed considerable reinforcements, and the com- 
mand of the place had been entrusted to the Prince of Wirtemberg, uncle to 
the Emperor Alexander. The presence of this august personage before the 
walls ofDantzic, gave an assurance that the environs were soon to become the 
theatre of the most important operations. Iiiimediately the tents atid barracks 
of the enemy were extended on every side, and numerous detachments began 
to harass our videttes and advanced posts. Every moment, night and day, it 
became necessary to fly to arms, in order to repulse those continual attacks. 
Often our soldiers, too weak to resist superiorforc.es, found lliemselves obliged 
to give way, until the troops in the interior of the place hastened to their suc- 
cour. A state of such continued alarm, marches and fighting, which allowed 
no repose to the French, redoubled their fatigues, and wasted away their 
diminished numbers. A thousand times were those growing harvests, they 
bad as yet secured, bedewed with the blood and sweat of those heroes. They 
formed of their artillery, their bayonets, swords, and even of their very bo- 
dies, the inclosure of this land of promise, which, could it have liad the 
power of bearing testimony to so many prodigies of valour, proud of such 
Jabourers, spontaneous laurels would have started up to cover its bosom. 
Count Rapp perceived that those incessant struggles, if not interrupted, would 
insensibly waste his troops, and that, in order to relieve himself from the weary- 
ing assaults of the besiegers, it became imperious on him to try a general en- 
gagement, On the ninth of June, the Governor ordered a general sortie of the 
entire garrison : the command of the right was given to General Grandjean ; 
the left was entrusted to General Heiidelet; General Heusson, at the head of six 
liundred picked men, and six pieces of cannon, passed the wood of Olira, and, 
protected by the defence it formed, drew up his troops in advance ; on his left 
was a hollow way, beyond which Major Schneider, with one hundred and 
fifty men, observed the road to Dirchau, a little more to the Southward, and 
Bear the valley which extends from the side of Sclionfield, General Cavaignac 
was placed with his cavalry, and some light artillery. General Breissand, 
with a number of battalions, had taken up a position near the suburbs of 
Stoltzenburgb, not far from wdiich in the centre, in the valley of Scludlitz, 
General Devil liers was posted with the troops of the Confederatiou of the 
Rhine ; lower down from Schidlitz to Langfuhr, GeneralGraadjean, w ith his 
€wps, kept the left of the enemy ill observation ; a strong force composed 
of Neapolitans, Bavarians and artillery, formed the reserve. The ramparts of 
llie city were covered w.ith inhabitants, arixiojis to be spectators of the lO-m*- 
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' bat As sooe as the ■ Russians saW' our . troops advance, they fired , the alarm 
guns, ligiitec! their signals, and united their forces. General Heusson was the 
first who attacked the enemy, and. merited, by the valour lie displayed in this 
affair, the highest encomiums. Our artillery commenced its; fire, the cannon 
of the enemy replied tO' it, and the engagement became serious on several 
points. : The Russians, drawn up ■ to the southward ^ of the place, displayed 
their strength, and allowed us through the midst of clouds of smoke, to cal- 
culate their imposing numbers, ■ Four thousand of their infantry were sta- 
tioned to the right of the village of Wonneburg, three thousand men we.re in 
front of General Heusson, and two thousand had taken a position at the strong 
village of Fietzkenclorf j the Russians had besides those troops, fifteen pieces 
of cannon, and fifteen hundred cavalry — their united force was three times 
more numerous than the garrison 5 iiowever, tlie French had a much more 
powerful artillery than the enemy, and, finding their superiority in that re- 
spect, they used it with such effect, that they dispersed wdtii their cannon all 
the masses of infin try which were brought against them: some thousands 
of Cossacks began then to scatter themselves round our positions, and to dis- 
turb our sharp-shooters; one time they would unite to make a charge, they 
then in a moment dispersed, and, by the extreme rapidity of their movements, 
shewed themselves on every side, yet were not any where accessible to attack. 

Although the Frencli appeared too few in numbers to continue to support 
themselves against the enemy, they endeavoured to seize the opportunity 
afforded by this sortie, to gather forage and cut the corn, although, as yet, 
green in the fields they fought in ; and during the time the greater part of 
the army was engaged on an advanced line, the remainder collected the plun^ 
tier, loaded the waggons, and drove them into the city. Whilst the tremendous 
fire of thirty-five pieces of artillery from the troops commanded by Genera! 
DVHeudelet, forced the army to give way, and retire in disorder behind the 
heights of Borgfeld and Miggan, the Russians, by a rapid movement, poured 
in with new battalions upon General Grandjean; both sides evinced the greatest 
bravery, attended with various success; the carnage was dreadful, and night 
alone terminated a battle in which the besieged had a great number wounded. 
They did not lose so many killed as the enemy, whose loss in this afiifir could not 
be less than 1,500 men. But at the very time the besieged were fighting with 
such fury, a truce, in which they were comprehended, had been concluded be- 
tween the Emperor Napoleon and the coalesced Powers. That great Captain 
bad fought, in the fields of Lutzen and Bautzen, two eventful battles, where eacli 
party claimed the honour, but which the French had reason to estimate as im- 
portant victories. The political preponderancy, and military weight, wliicli 
these events seemed to bestow on the Chief of the French Government ; the me- 
diation of Austria, wdiieii, previous to; an open declaration .against Napoleon, 
wished, in appearance, to acquit herself of what she owed to the alliance she had 
contracted with him, by making some plausible efforts to procure peace; and in- 
deed the necessity which all the Belligefent Rowers had fora suspension of arms, 
induced the different parties, to agree to an armistice. All Germany rejoiced at 
this repose, which they considered as the forerunner of a general recon cilia- ' 
lion; and Dresden, surrounded by peaceful camps, had beemne the, scene of 
festivity and pleasure. Dantzic was as. yet uninformed of these happy tkliiigs; 
an officer dispatched from the grand . army, charged with the intelligence, 
used the utmost expedition,' in '-: the- hope of stopping the effusion of blood, 
-pach, step of this- joyful messenger-' might save -the life of a brave man : but it* 
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vain, was; Ills speed,; lie could, oo,t ,arriv€ until, tlirec .hours after .the battle .of 
of Junej when, the envifons- of Dautzic,' were stained with the receiit 
skogditer ;■ thehloocl, ,tha^^ had,.fiow,a w'as.yet smoking, and .the bodies of I lie 
slain .were scattered lui buried on the ,' .delds. -The., French' officer, .Captain 
'Flail, at, shewed his, dispatches .at the head-quarters of .the eneniy, and was 
permitted to .enter the .city ; the Governor received -him, and imm.ediatcly sll 
the gaiTison and iiihabitarits of Dantzic .were informed of the .armistice, and 
the events wdiich had preceded. After having remained su,c.h a length of time 
in a state of painful nncertaiiity, iinacquaiuted with the fate of llieir fellow- 
soldiers, and the state of France, with what rapture did the besieged receive 
those coiisQling account Transported with joy, they w^ere all anxious to 
speak to each other, to communicate their thoughts, their sentiments, and 
their hopes ; they accosted one another with smiles of delight beaming on 

their conntenaiices. A siege of so many months — battles-— privations w’atch- 

Ings— sickness — suderings and sorrows, were all forgotten. The officer was 
overwhelmed with questions ; they interrogated eagerly all those with whom 
he had discoursed ; they wished to know by what miracle the French, after 
the disasters of 18h2, had all at once been enabled to repair such losses, and 
dispute the palm of victory w ith all the powers leagued against them. Some 
sighed at the recital of battles, -where they had not fought and conquered with 
their brothers in arms; others felt a pride in having preserved a citv, which 
the successes of the Emperor wbuld render of such importance, and from 
which they could pour on the enemy, in bis precipitate flight. In one place, 
they spoke of the loss of the heroes Bessieres and 13 u roc, who found, in 
the field of honour, a glorious death. In another, they calculated the advan- 
tageous consequences which the days of Lutzeu and Bautzen must produce 
iipon the campaign, opened with such splendor. When these ideas of war 
and of ambition, kindled in the minds of the troops, by the unexpected news 
they had received, began to subside, they indulged in milder refleefions; 
their hearts bscame softened by the hope of an approaching peace, which 
would again open to them the road to their beloved country, and restore so 
many thousand soldiers to their families, theirproperty. and to all the beloved 
objects of their secret affections. Although General liapp shared in those 
pleasing hopes, he could not remove from his mind the [lossibiJity of a reiiewuj 
of hostilities. On this .supposition, all the works which a prolongation of tiie 
war required, were continued. He took advantage of the quiet of the armi- 
stice, which was to be continued from the 10th of June to the S5th of August, 
to arrange the different branches of the military admiuistration, and to foitifv 
the ramparts in those points that were weakest, w-hich, although certainly not 
authorized by the laws of war, which forbid any addition to intrenchrnents or 
fortifications during an armistice, yet were the necessary consequences of the 
conduct of the Russians, who made new works round the place, 

Quickly indeed did a variety of disagreeable symptoms, uncertain .alarms, 
and the reserve the enemy maintained with the garrison, prove that these pre- 
cautionary measures were not superfluous, and that the proceedings of the 
Congress at Prague did not promise a favourable termination. 

Theprospectof a new siege did not shake the fortitude of theFrmch; and 
they proved, by the most energetic and determined measures, that they, were 
prepared to brave the niost awful crises of tliewar. Nearly three-fourlhs of 
the troops had been carried off by pestilence and the s\vord; a crowd of 
officers, without soldiers to command, and consequently whhout any fixed 
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duty to perform, rematiied. Those officers, to the iitimber of sixteen laiiidred, 
desirous of giviug a new proof of their willingness to devote themselves to the 
defence of the city, by an active and continued seryice, required permission to 
serve as private soldiers, and, formed into a chosen regiment, became ao 
invincible and sacred phalanx; animated by honour, and enlightened by a 
iiiartial spiritv they presented a model of the most admirable discipline, and 
toilitary precision. To their care was particulrly coiffided the guard of the 
magazines, the hospitals, gates of the city, the maintenance of public order; and 
when required, they were to act as a reserve, on whose heroism the last hopes of 
the battle might depend. The officers of engineers and artillery used every 
exertion to add to the fortifications of Dantzic; several redoubts were raised in 
advance ofthe city, to which the Governor gave the names of his friends and 
companions, who had falten in the field of battle; the chief redoubts were 
named Montebello, Gudin, Frioul, and Istria. Among the severe measures 
which the anticipation of hostilities suggested for the defence of Dantzic, there 
was one, which the example of every nation and every pi ace justifies, but which 
was not the less cruel and affiicting to humanity. The besieged dreading a 
fiimine, drovefrom the city four hundred foundlings, and ten thousand persons*, 
whose indigence and total want of means compelled their banishment to be 
enforced in those morn cuts ofdifficulty . The Governor, and the officers of the 
garrison, lamenting the rigor an inflexible duty demanded, softened, by every 
aid in their power, tlie miseries of those untbrtuiiate people, whom they were 
obliged to doom, on account of their poverty, to become wanderers through a 
country ravaged and laid desolate by war. The four hundred orphans already 
so unfortunate in never having experienced the blessings of parental tenderness 
spread themselves amongst the surrounding villages, sometimes repulsed by 
the inhabitants, whose hearts had become hardened by the horrors of war and 
sometimes relieved by the pity their state excited. Thousand of poor people, 
who could not, like these forlorn children, claim the compassion particularly 
due to that weak and tender age, experienced the most bitter repulses; however, 
some found shelter in the Russian camp, %vhilst others were relieved in the city 
ofElbing; and it is a certain fact, that Providence did not suffer one to perish for 
want. The term ofthe armistice having expired, Napoleon refused to accede 
to any arrangement on his part, which had for its basis any essential sacrifice, and 
put an end to the Congress at Prague, usinglhose presumptuous words, “ Aot 
Cmsar aut nullus,’' an alternative he could not have adopted without the most 
unfeeling temerity, nor even without the destruction of his own interests, from 
the distressed and exausted state to which France w as reduced, by !iis victories 
and his disasters. The two months of tranquillity which Dantzic enjoyed in 
consequence of the armistice, divide the history of the siege of that city into two 
periods of equal duration, but totally distinct in the events they prochiced. In 
the first part of the siege, we have seen the miseries produced by an epidemic 
disease, and the constant hut often unimportant assaults made by the besiegers, 
and the besieged, on their respective posts. In the second part, we slifel! 
witness the most sanguinary combats both by land and sea ; for monihs, by 
night and day, did the hanks of the Baltic and f istula resound without inter- 
ruption with the thunder of a miurderous artillery. 

In the midst of conflagrations which threatened general devastation, and 
during the most frightful inundations while famine decimated those whom 
disease had spared, and a bombardment left the finest parts of Dantzic a heap 
ruins, upon those remains which the flames aiulwaves seemed combined 
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destroy, in the mklst of the nhiis or a city bathed vvith so much W 
censecrated by so mnny ifiorlom deaths, with what admiration must we coa- 
template those lieroes who stood at their posts iiaaioveable and in viuciWep 
withoiit weakees*' und williout asarai/striking- the very enemies tliat assailed 
them with adioinitioa and astonishment.. The. belligerent parties renew.ed,, 
hostilities \-n5:a IVesli advantages, wind), stimulating tlieir ardonr, rendered the 
attack and defence of the place more dreadful, and on every side increased the 
scenes of rariiage. d^he enemy, who had assembled eighty thousand men 
under the fortillcations of Dantzic, wuis .also assisted by an Anglo Russian fleets 
filly yah of which cruised in the Baltic, at the month of the Vistula. The 
French had eight tliousand men, wlio were divided into more tlian two hun- 
dred posts, but still the repose of the armistice had recruited their exhausted 
strcnglh, and tliemost urgeru wants of Dantzic had been relieved by the forage 
coileded in the sorties from that city. Besides, what constituted tlie principal 
forc,e of the Freiith, what reiuiered them confident, bold, and invincible, was 
tlie eApcctatioii of iK-ing delivered by Napoleon. The brilliant opening of the 
campaign of eighteen hundred and thirteen, the advantages of which were 
exaggerated, seemed to guarantee the future successes of the grand army. 
According to tiieir suppositions, the rriiunphant course of the Emperor would 
quickly extend itself to the extremities of Prussia. Tins hope frequently was 
productive of illusions^ from the heights of the ramparts, tim soldierii^ on duty 
would strain their eyes in gazing on the distant horizon, expecting to behold 
clouds of dust, ainmuncing the approach of tlieir companions. At night tliey 
wmuld listen witli eager attention, in the hope of hearing the cannon of their 
Emperor, wiiich, according to an expression of that ambitious Captain, resound- 
ed through the universe. Meantime, the Russians had marked out their line 
ofcircumvallation, but with a precaution which disclosed the fears tlie former 
sorties of the besieged had caused, they opened their first trenches at the dis- 
tance of nine hundred toises from Dantzic j an operation which appeared timid 
to the French, who, six years before, had attacked the same <‘ity, and opened 
their first parallel only three hundred toises distant from its walls. Yet every 
measure \yhieh may spare the effusion of human blood merits our praise 5 and, 
besides, the Russians here united bravery to prudence, as they proved in the 
attack which they commenced on the 27th of August. 

Amongst the positions which they most earnestly desired to make them- 
selves masters Qi\ were two heights of the utmost importance to the btsieged. 
Oue called the Belvidere, because from its summit a lovely view of the citv 
and surroimding country was discovered, if possessed by the enemy, would 
render him master of the suburbs of Langfuhrj the other, still more imporlaut„ 
was the post of L’Etoile, whicli commands the suburbs of Ohra. From this 
position, tile very interior parts of Dantzic were overlooked, and from this for- 
fuidable fortification the city itself could be easily annihilated. The French 
were so firmly assured of the immediate arrival of the grand army before the 
walls of Dantzic, that they supposed the design of the enemy to possess him- 
self of the heights of Laugfuiir and Ohra, was in order to defend the two roads 
by winch they intended to make their retreat, and to hinder the besieged 
from annoying them, when raising the siege. This opinion rendered the gar- 
rison more daring iij defending the post that had been attacked, and on both 
sides there was an incredible carnage. The Russians, not satislied with 
inenacing the defence of Ohra and Belvidere, poured in on the city discharges 
of Coiigreve rocketSj and Oil every point caimpnaded the French ndvaiiced 
posts. , •' 
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Iii order to diseoneert those'atterapts,- it was determineclthat a sortie, should 
be made by a part of the garrison. General Heussmi saw, on his approacii^ 
that our first lines liad given way before a numerous enemy j in an instant, he 
formed from the picked battalion of the ninth demi brigade a close coiiimc 
which pushed on at the pas de charge, on the wood of Ohra, aiid regaioecl 
that position ; at the same time the troops of major Chneider, availing theiii- 
selves of their success, rushed with fixed bayonets on the Rnssians, w hom they 
ch\n e from the difiereiit points where they had established themselves. Whilst 
those important movenients were executing, in accomplishing which the brave 
Aid de Camp Besancon expired covered with woniids; and the chiefs of bat- 
talion D'Ellambert, Dupray' Bellauger, and the brave Major Glieze, were 
■^Voiuided; the cavalry of the garrison, supported by the infantry, advanced 
ihider the orders of Generals Cavaignac, and Fariue, and pushed back the 
besiegers on their line of circumvallation ; the cavalry burning witli ardour 
drove the enemy before them into their trenches, which were filled with the 
slaughter that took place. The contest now became dreadful j the Prince 
D’Aremberg, whose wounds, received in the campaign of Moscow, were not 
jet closed, had three horses killed' under him j that brave and noble officer had 
the grief to behold ins intimate friend, and eldve, the interesting Cinturione„ 
perish by his side in tlie flower ofhis age. This admired youth, a Page to the 
Emperor Napoleon, sprung from a family which gave Doges to ancient Ligii* 
jria, had only a few days before received the rank of Sub- Lieutenant, and In 
this engagement fought for the first time, at the head of his troop ; he was the 
pride and hope of his parents, and scarcely had attained his sixteenth years 
when he fell, far from his own mild and genial clime, near the sliorcs of the 
tempestuous Baltic, From Ohra to Hie post of Heubude, the fighting raged 
©e every side : night itself could not terminate the attacks j whilst the com- 
batants were engaged in various dififerent places, under the walls of Dantzic, a 
freezing wind blew along the banks of the Vistula, and a cold rain fell in tor- 
jents; yet it was the month of August, a season generally burning in thoso 
iibrtliern climates, where the summers, although short, are warm j a little 
while before, tire heat of the day was insuppovtablej and now, by an extraor- 
dinary revolution in the atmosphere, the disorder and confusion of the elements 
were mingled with the fury of the combatants. In vain were the efforts of the 
Itussians directed, almost solely, against the positions of Belvidere and Olira ; 
the French remained masters of them, and every approach to those posts was 
covered with heaps of the enemy’s slain 5 the next day, however, the enemy 
again endeavoured to gain possession of them. Ten thousand Hussians advanced 
in good order against Belvidere, and endeavoured to scale the fortifications , 
they were repulsed, and again returned to the charge, a second time fell back, 
and once more rushed forward, besieging with so much obstinacy, and sucli 
an immense number of troops, this important height, that General Rapp, lui- 
willing to sacrifice ins troops in defence of a post, which for so many days, had 
cost such invaluable blood, aud vvhich it would be impossible hereafter to pre- 
serve, gave orders to evacuate ih' 
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the, history of the war, 

From the ijear 179"^ to 1814 ; in which the Military Transactions of/" 
each Campaign are related separately and in detaiL 

CAMPAIGN OF 1703, continued* 


BOOK IL CHAP. VIIl. ' ' ' ' 

The allied .Courts agree to divide their Forces^-Melancholy State of 
Frame — Menaces of the J acohins^Houchard is appointed to the Coffi’^ 
.mand of the northern Army--The Duke of York makes an Attempt 
[ on 'Bunkirk, in which he is foiled-^ Action at Mauheuge-^-Capture of 
Quesnoy* 

WHILE France was thus distracted in itself, the capture of Valen- 
ciennes, and the forced retreat of the wreck of the French army from 
under the protection of Cambray, seemed once more to afford a fair op- 
portunity to the combined forces of marching to the capital, and decid- 
ing the fate of the empire. Nothing indeed could withstand the effort 
of such a force whilst united ; it was only by its division that it could 
he oyercome. And the allied courts unhappily resolved to divide it. 
Accordingly, while the Austrians undertook the siege of Quesnoy, the 
duke of York, at the head of the English troops, and a body of Dutch 
a,nd Hapoverians, advanced and occupied a camp in the neighbourhood 
of Meiiin. The situation of France promised success to these hopes. 
The greater portion of the convention either arrested, put to death, or 
proscribed. Forty thousand royalists in the west triumphed over the 
ignorant generals and undisciplined armies opposed to them. In the 
iiortlij tbe Austrians, after subduing Belgium, menaced the capital ,* in 
the south, Lyons and Marseilles were scarcely subdued ; and Toulon 
was known to be already in possession of a British admiral. In every 
quarter the enemies of France were victorious. The king of Prussia 
after driving the French from Fran ckfort and Costheim, had obtained 
]y[entz. A large army was preparing to force the lines of YVeissembourg. 
The empire had declared war against France. Landau was blockaded ; 
Strasburgh menaced ; the territories bordering on the Pyrenees were 
overrun by the Spaniard^; the colonies in the East and West Indies 
were either already conquered or threatened with immediate subjection 
by the English, while the French flag was no longer seen in the Chan® 
nel, the Atlantic, 'or^ the Mediterranean. . 

But France was at this time in possession of men whose audacity was 
their power. The industry, the wealth, and even the lives of near thirty 
millions of inhabitants were at their disposal. Terror became their 
engine. They employed a revolutionary tribunal, a revolutionary array, 
and stationary as well as travelling guillotines, to repress and punish ail 
those who opposed their authority, A multitude of spies, informers, 
and executioners, carried fear into every bouse, and into every bosoni^ 
Yoh. IV« No. 20. Q : ■ * 


. 1.18 



THE RO.Y AL MILITARY CHRONIC LE. [Dec. 

No one was either exempt from dread or from piitiishment. An obaox- 
ioiis deputy suffered as a federalist ;• the noble v;as accused of emigration ; 
the lawyer perished as a traitor, the banker as, a counter-revoUitioiiistj 
the iiierchaot as a Forestallen Safety was to be fouod no-w here but iu 
the armies ; and immense multitudes repaired thither for protection. 
The public coffers were .supplied by conhscation, and in consequence of 
a report from the committee of public safety, August 8, 179S> all French^ 
men were declared, by a solemn decree of the convention, to be at the 
service of their couiitry until its enemies should be chased from the ter- 
ritones of the republic, “ The young men shall march to the combat; 
the married ones shall forge arms and transport the provisions; the wo- 
men shall fabricate tents and clothes, and attend the military hospitals; 
the clhidreo shall make lint to serve as dressings for the wounds of the 
patriots ; while the old men shall cause themselves to be carried to the 
public squares to excite the courage of the warriors, to preach the unity 
of the republick, and inspire hatred against kings.’* 

They had thus raised the nation in mass, and eleven distinct armies 
formed a chain arojiiml the frontiers of F ranee. All the unmarried males 
from eighteen to forty years of age were put in what was termed perma- 
nent requisition, and a draft of three hundred thousand made at one 
time. These immense resources enabled them to strengthen and new- 
model the army of the north, extending from Dunkirk to Maubeuge ; 
that of the Ardennes, reaching from Maubeuge to Longwy ; that of the 
Moselle, from Longwy to Bitche ; that of the Rhine, from Bitche to 
Porentrui ; that of the Alps, from the Aisne to the borders of the Var ; 
that of Italy, from the Maritime Alps to the mouth of the Rhone ; the 
army of the Oriental Pyrenees, from the mouth of the Rhone to the 
Garonne ; the army of the Western Pyrenees, from the department of the 
Upper Pyrenees to the mouth of the Gironde; the army of the coasts of 
Rochelle, from the mouth of the Gironde to that of the Loire ; the. army 
of the coasts of Brest, from the mouth of the Loire to St, Mafoes ; and, 
lastly, that of the coasts of Cherbourg, from St, Maloes to the northern 
department. 

No sooner did the French learn that the combined forces intended 
to separate, than they determined once more to resume offensive opera- 
tions, and assail their enemies in their disjointed state. Advantage was 
taken of the inactivity of the Prussians' after the conquest of Mentz, and 
drafts were accordingly made from the armies' of .the: Rhine and the iWo- 
selle, while the new levies were clothed, embodied, and disci plined, A 
Jacobin general, who had ascended through all the various military gra- 
dations from the station of 'a trooper to the chief command, was assigned 
to them for their !ead.er r'dhis was Houchard, already celebrated by his 
exploits in Germany ; ■ and who,' after possessing in succession the cora- 
mand of the forces stationed' on' the banks of the Rhine and the Moselle^ 
was now placed at", the .head of the army of the .north. ' 

The French having attacked Lincelles, a post lately taken and occu- 
pied by command of the hereditary prince; : of major-general' 
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Lake, with three battalions, consisting of the first, Coldstream, and 
third regiment of guards, was sent to the assistance of the Dutch troops, 
who had unluckily retreated by a different road. But notwithstanding 
this discouraging circumstance, and the manifest superiority of the 
enemy, an immediate attack was determined upon. The English were 
accordingly formed (Aug. 18), and advance]^ iiuder a heavy fire against a 
redoubt of uncommon size and strength, erected upon a height in frontof 
the village. After firing three or four rounds they charged with bayonets, 
stormed the works, drove out the enemy, dispersed them after they had 
rallied, and took eleven pieces of cannon, and about fifty prisoners. 

In the mean time field-marshal Frey tag, at the head of the Oano* 
verians, defeated the French at Oost Capelle, Rexpede, and Hoenchoote, 
and took eleven pieces of cannon, and two hundred prisoners, while 
the duke of York (Aug.B52.) advanced with the besieging army in tlrree 
columns from Fumes, to attack the camp of Ghivelde. On this the 
enemy abandoned their position during the night, and a redoubt in the 
course of next day. Field-marshal Freytag at the same time seized on 
the posts ofWarraarthe and Eckelsbeck, and the bridge of Leff'erink’s 
Hocke ; the English also, after repulsing a sally, and experiencing some 
loss in consequesice of approaching the place during the ardour of pur- 
suit, obtained possession of the ground near Dunkirk, which it became 
necessary to occupy previously to the siege, and summoned the place in 
the name of the king of Great Britain. 

But after the operations of this day, the success of the English ceased ; 
and it soon became evident, either that the plan of the campaign was 
faulty, or that the vigour and resources of the enemy had not been suf- 
ficiently appreciated. No sooner did the committee of public safety 
receive intimation of the separation of the grand army, and the march 
of the Duke of York against Dunkirk, than the most effectual means 
were taken for the defence of that place. General Souham, who had 
risen from the ranks, was accordingly ordered to march with a chosen 
body of troops to the assistance of the garrison ; these soon after en- 
tered the town under the command ofHoche, now an adjutant-general, 
and formerly a private in the French guards. The presence of the 
two representatives, Ilentz and Duquesnoy, also animated the soldiery, 
and inspired the townsmen with confidence ; while O’Moran, who com- 
manded at Cassel, being suspected of treachery, was seized, conducted 
to Paris, and perished soon after in consequence of a sentence of the 
Tevolutionary tribunal. Houchard having now arrived with an immense 
body of troops, it was determined to relieve the place by general and 
frequent attacks. The French accordingly marAed out from the 
camp of Cassei, as well as from the towns of Bergiies and Dunkirk, 
for the purpose of assaulting the whole of field-marshal Freytag’s 
posts ; and although bis troops displayed great bravery, yet the enemy not 
: ©Illy obtained possession of Bambecke, -Rousbrugghe, and Poperinge, 

. but obliged partof the army to retreat to. Hondschoote. Next day (Sept. 
74 the field-marshal was attacked again..;,. on the. succeeding morning, the 
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centre of "tlie Hoe was forced, and general Walmoden driven beliiocl a 
caiial, with the loss of three pieces of cannon, and about three hiin-» 
dred men. 

This action, in the course of which field-marshal Freytag and prince 
Adolphus were both wounded, and for some time prisoners, proved de- 
cisive of the fate of Dunkirk, and of the campaign ; for his royal high- 
ness the commander in chief was obliged to abandon his position, re- 
sign the intention of a siege, and leave thirty-two heavy cannon, much 
baggage, and many of the military stores behind him. The retreat^ 
however, was conducted with equal ability and success by geiieral sir 
William Ersklne. 

So far were the French from being dazzled with the late success, and 
the subsequent capture of Fumes and Menin, that Houchard was im- 
mediately arrested, and soon after put to death, because he had not com- 
pleted his triumph by the capture of the army destined to besiege Dun- 
kirk On the other hand, care was taken to reward such officers as had 
distinguished themselves ; and Jourdan, who had attacked the right and 
centre of the camp at Hondschoote, as well as lioche f , who had charged 
the left wing, were both promoted; a decree passed at the same time, 
declaring, ‘Mhat the army of the north had deserved tvell of the 
country. 

The Austrians were more fortunate than the British ; Quesnoy was 
now taken, and the garrison made prisoners of war : the French were 
also defeated at Yillers en Couche ; and the prince de Gobourg having 
passed the Sambre (Sept, Sp.), drove all the detached bodies of the 
enemy into the entrenched camp of Maubeuge, and actually invested 
both it and the fortress; while Cambray and Bouchain were success® 
sively threatened by field-marshal Clairfayt. 

But these successes were not durable. A formidable train of heavy 
artillery was now brought into the field, numerous bodies of troops w'ere 
assembled, the representatives of the people not only harangued the 
army, but placed themselves at the head of the columns, while another 
Jacobin leader was found in the person of Jourdan. No sooner was 
that general invested with the chief command, than he determined to 
have recourse to the same system that had proved successful at Hood-* 
scoote. An attack was accordingly made on the troops posted nezf 

^ Houchard suffered hy the guillotine at I*aris, l^ovember Is, 1793, The four 
following were the charges against him, drawn up by Barrere. 

1. That after defeating the English, he did not drive them into the sea 5 

2. That when he bad surrounded the Butch, he did not cut them in pieces 5 

3 . That he scut no succours to the troops butchered near Cambray; and 

4 . That he abandoned Menin, and in his retreat exposed his army to considerable 
danger. 

t This wretch contrived to inspire the gamson of Burjldrls with a portion of the 
enthusiasm with which he himself was actuated.' ■ The '.following are" his' paroles 
and countersigns while at Dunkirk Cassius— Sparte, Montague— .Posterite.- 
Begpotes— Mort, Pitt— Neant. I,ibcrt^-«.tJaivers;^ 
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tine village of ' Wattigniesj and altboogh this at first' was nnsiiccessful, 
yet being renewed with increased vigour on the succeeding mornings 
proved at length deci si ve« Accordingly, tbe communication with the 
army of observation before Maubeuge being now cut off, and the 
princede Cobourg beaten in an action that lasted two days, he deemed 
it prodeot to repass the Sambre ; but his retreat was conducted with 
such irmiiess, that two detached bodies of troops, under lieutenant- 
general Berizowsky and count Haddick, took fourteen pieces of cannon^ 
aod'sorne' hundred prisoners* ■ ’ , ' ' 

The French being now the assailants, the vvar once more assumed ^ 
new* appearance ; and the armies which had so lately been summoning 
towns and provinces in tlie names of the king of Great Britain and the 
Emperor of Germany, found it ditfi cult to defend Austrian Flanders* 
The enemy had by this time seized on Werwick add Fumes; they also 
obtained possession of Menin, and were only prevented from occupying 
Hieuport by the gallant defence of colonel de Wiirntb ; in consequence 
‘of which, time was given for the arrival of generals Grey and Dundas, 
who secured the possession of that place by means of the same troops with 
* which they afterwards achieved so many conquests in the West Indies*' 
The remainder of the campaign in this quarter was spent in actions of 
little note, with the exception of an attack upon Marchiennnes, by ma- 
jor-general Kray, under the direction of the duke ofYork; in conse- 
quence of which the enemy lost twelve pieces of cannon, and about 
two thousand troops, including killed and wounded. 

At the very moment when the French struggled bard to obtain pos- 
session of the provinces bordering on the narrow seas, they were obliged 
to contend with superior fleets in the Medit(!rranean, and combat for 
the possession of its shores against the united efforts of many power- 
'fill nations* ’ 

BOOK IIL CHAP. I. 

The comhined Fleets enter the Mediterranean-r^Lord Hood negociates 
with the disaffected Cities — Obtains Possession of Tmdon — >Siege of 
that important Place — Buonaparte appointed to the Command of the 
French Artillerif — Evacuation of the Town and Harbour ^ after setting 
fire to the Arsenal and several Ships of the Line, 

While the south of France was a prey by turns to terror and insur- 
rection, the fleet of Great Britain, under the orders of lord Hood, and 
that of Spain, commanded by don Juan de Langara, had made their ap- 
pearance in the Mediterranean. This event tended not a little to infuse 
new hopes into the malecontents, and confirm the spirit of revolt that 
began to prevail every-where. The recent misfortunes of the republic, 
the victories of the combined armies, the scarcity of corn, the hostile 
conduct of the Italian states, and above all, the countenance and the 
protection of England, seemed to evince th'e probabiUty of a successful 
resistance* Every thing at this period appeared to demonstrate the de- 
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clension of a cause, now only supported by the zealots of the revolutioa; 
and the declining* fortunes of the conveatiori> as well as the increasing 
despair of the republicans, indicated a fata! crisis. 

Lord Hood did not fail to take advantage of the commotions that 
prevailed in the great cities of the southern clepartnients. He accord- 
ingly, August 22 d, 1793, appeared off the islands of Hieres, and received 
commissioners from Toulon aud Marseilles on board the Victory, which 
carried his flag. It was decided in this conference, that the Erst con- 
stitution should be recognised ; that the English should take possession 
of all the towns delivered up in the name of Louis XViL ; and that a 
supply of corn should be furnished for the use of the inhabitants. In 
the course of the succeeding day, a preliminary declaration was issued 
by the British admiral, in which he stated, that if a candid and explicit 
declaration in favour of monarchy was made at Toulon and Marseilles;, 
and the standard of royalty hoisted, the ships in the harbour dismantled, 
and the port and forts provisionally placed at his disposal, the people of 
Provence should have the assistance of his Britannic majesty’s fleet, and 
not an atom of private property be touched,’’ His lordship at the same 
time, added, ‘‘that having no other view than that of restoring peace to 
a great nation, upon just, liberal, and honourable terms,” whenever this 
event took place, “ the port, with all the ships in the harbour, and forts 
of Toulon, shall be restored to France, with the stores of every kind 
agreeably to the schedule that may be delivered.” Lord Hood also 
published a proclamation, in which, after stating the anarchy and misery 
of the inhabitants of the south of France, he concluded with observing, 
“ that he had come to offer them the' assistance of the force with which 
he was furnished by his sovereign, in order to spare the further effusion 
of human blood, to crush with promptitude the factions, to re-establish 
a regular government in France, and thereby maintain peace and tran- 
quillity in Europe.” “Decide, therefore,” added be, “definitively and 
with precision. Trust your hopes to the generosity of a loyal and free 
nation. In its name I have just given an unequivocal testimony to the 
well disposed inhabitants of Marseilles, by granting to the comraissiooera 
sent on board the fleet under my command, a passport for procuring a 
quantity of grain, of which that city stands so much in need. Be expliA 
cit, and I fly to your succour, in order to break the chairs which sur- 
rounds you, and to be the instrument of making many years of happiness 
succeed to four years -of misery and anaicby, in which your deluded 
country has been involved.” 

On the receipt of these declarations, they were, immediately commis- 
nicated by the general committee to the sections of Ton Ion, and a reply 
.returned ill' the; name of the "inhabitants, expressive of, “ their untanimous 
wish to reject a constitution which does not promote their happiness, to 
adopt a monarchial government, such as was originally decreed by the 
constituting assembly of 17 : 89 ;;. and that in .consequence they have pro- 
claimed Louis XVII, son of .Louis..' .XVI. king, sworn to acknowiedge 
him, and no longer to the despotism: of the tyrants which 
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time rule Fra rice.’® They alsso promise, ‘‘that the white flag, shall be 
feokted the moment the English squadron anchors in the road of Tou- 
lon “ that the ships of war now there shall be disarmed;” that the 
citadel and the forts on the coast shall be provisionally at the disposal of 
the said admiral ;” but stipulate that when peace is re-established in 
France, “the ships and forts which may be put into the hands of the 
English, shall be restored to the French nation in the same state they 
were in when the inventory was delivered.” 

However, although the central committee, composed of the chief in- 
habitants of Touion, had agreed to surrender the port, arsenals, and 
forts, in trust to admiral Hood, and had proclaimed Louis XVII. ; yet a 
great portion of the people, were averse from both of these measures- 
But the most formidable opposition originated on the part of the sailors 
on board the fleet. Rear-admiral Trogofl' had indeed entered into all the 
views of the British commander, but he found a powerful adversary in 
St. Julien- This officer had been charged by two of the deputies on 
mission at Marseilles, to cause himself to be recognised as admiral in 
chief, and to adopt proper measures for the safety of the navy; he ac- 
cordingly assembled and comriiunicated the order to the crews of the men 
of war, by whom he was instantly elected their chief. On this, Trogoff 
retired to the city, and took possession of the forts on the,left of the har- 
bour; after a variety of measures had been recurred to in vain, on pur- 
pose to gain over the captains, the revolutionary committee declared, 
that it would only allow the space of half an hour for them to consent to 
the introduction of the combined fleet, at the expiration of which period, 
the forts should fire with red-hot shot on their ships. These menaces, 
instead of intimidating the squadron, seemed to render it more deter- 
mined ; and it was declared by the council of officers, “ that they would 
rather demolish the city, and perish themselvi'.'s, than consent to the en- 
trance of the enemy’s squadron into the port of Toulon.” 

Both parties were now about to recur to extremities when some of the 
townsmen, knowing that the commanders of several of the ships were not 
unfriendly to their views, determined to enter into a negociation, and de- 
pend upon seduction rather than force. Means were accordingly recurred 
to for this purpose, which in the end proved successful; and Trogoff 
having hoisted his flag on board a corvette, under protection of the ram- 
parts, immediately sailed for, and anchored in the roads. On his arrival 
within sight of the fleet, he fired a gun, and threw out a signal for the 
ships to join him. On this, nearly aU of them saluted their former ad- 
iiiiral, and placed themselves under his command, 8t. Julien, to whom 
the crews of seven vessels still remained faitbful,vvas desirous of opposing 
the entrance of the enemy, but seeing himself abandoned by the officers, 
he was under the necessity of withdrawing, and made hk escape in bis 
boat”.* 

^ When admiral St. Jalien had landed, he at first purposed to join the army of 
CJarteaux, then before Marseilles; but not choosing to trust to a sanguinary go- 
vcrpmeni tlrat made hut little difl'erence between tbe innocent and the guilty, he 
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All opposition beiog* now at an end, fifteeii huiidred loen wore laiidecl 
froofi the English fleet, who immediately took possession of fort Malgue^ 
by means of a detachment under captain Elphinstone, as well as of the 
batteries at the mouth of the., harbour. On this (Aug. 28) the ships 
were warped into the inner road according to agreenient, and the Spa- 
nish admiral having joined next day, the combined squad rons anchorecl 
in the outer road, after which one thousand Spaniards were sent on shore 
to augment the English garrison ; rear-admiral Goodali was declared 
governor, and rear-admiral Gravina commandant of the troops. 

In the mean time general Carteaui?: having advanced against and taken 
possession of Marseilles, the wreck of the departmental army took refuge 
in Toulon, and was accompamed by a crowd of unfortunate individuals 
of both sexes, who fled from death and persecution, to court the protect 
ti OB of the English. On the other hand, the latter had scarcely taken 
possession of the place, when Barras and Freroii, the two national com- 
missioners at Marseilles, made iucredible exertions to regain the chief 
sea-port in the Mediterranean. They accordingly pressed the siege of 
LyonSj that the troops employed in the conquest of that city might be 
at their disposal, and subjected the merchants of Marseilles to a loan of 
four millions of livres* The convention also displayed an uneomiaon 
degree of energy upon this occasion, and not only ordered all the de- 
partments of the South to provide bodies of troops, but transmitted im- 
mense sums in assignats, for the purpose of raisingv a ruling, and equip- 
ping a multitude of new battalions. 

While the army destined to besiege Toulon was collecting, Carteaux 
approached that place, and took post at a small distance. On this cap- 
tain Elphinstone marched out {Aug. 31) with a body of troops, cmi- 
siatingof three hundred English, and an equal number of Spanish, 
and found the French force to consist of about seven hundred men, 
with ten pieces of cannon, and a few cavalry. The enemy was statioiieil 
in the village of Ollouilles, upon the side of a steep hill, having a deep 
ravine in front with a stone bridge over it, defended by two pieces of ar- 
tillery ; the windows of the adjoining houses were iilled with musquetry; 
about two hundred yards further up the eminence, at a ruinous castle, 
were also posted a couple of cannon, and the walls of the adjacent vine- 
yards were lined with soldiers. 

took once more to’ his 1)oat,:aiid surrendered himself :tci the Spanish adniiral,. who 
sent him a prisoner to Barcelona. 

TrogofF repaired to the combined fleet, and died on board the Commerce de Blar-,' 
seillcs. Many hundreds of the sailors continued so refractory, thatit was soon aflei* 

found necessary to send them to a French port. 

fTobecontmued^J 
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at ©ajjtaing of #loU«rtt ilCgtorg* 


I’F zs oti7'. purpose wide)* this head to execute g, tush verp thucIi wuutedy thut of 
gi&ing a complete collection oj" 'Tm'b IjIves of the Geeat ■ Captains op Mo» 
UEEN Histoey® As far as respects France this has been alreadif executed hp 
Brantome, but we have no English Writer who has attempted it. The materiats 
of these Lives will he as follows : 1. Where the subjects themselves have left tlieir 
own Memoirs^ theg shall he given infitlL 52. Where these Lives have been written 
hg aziy author of authority^ they will lihewise be given in full f--~~such work being 
translated or reprinted, S, In want of such materials^ the best will be selected 

tom the annals ami memoirs of the age in which they lived. 


THE LIFE OF JOHN DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

BOOK IV. 

TO THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN IN 1707. 
f Speech of the Deputies of the States to the Congress continued.) 

TO AT their high mightinesses, for their own parts, were resolved to 
stick to the measures they had taken, and to the alliance made, which 
God had hitherto so wonderfully blest, and to execute and observe 
sincerely what was stipulated and promised by the treaties; and there- 
fore not to enter into any negotiation of peace, but jointly with their 
high allies, and not without coraraunicating to them faithfully, con- 
formably to the said treaties, the overtures that might be made to them 
on this subject ; expecting that the high allies would do no less on their 
parti^* 

The grand pensionary, and the duke of Marlborough, spoke very 
Bobly and prudently on this oecasion, and both concluded for conti- 
lining the war. They also desired the ministers to write to their prin- 
cipals, to exhort them to exert their best efforts for carrying on the war 
effectually, and to take example by England and Holland, who: were 
determined to make a most vigorous campaign. The assembly was' ex- 
ceedingly charmed' and satisfied with the sincere, obliging, and hones! 
communication' of the aforesaid, premises. After this his grace, having 
finished hia affairs at the Hague, set , out for England, where he arrived 
lowards the end of Novem,'ber. 

On ’the Sd of December the 'house of commons resolved nemine con^ 
tmdiccntef that the thanks of their house be given to. his grace the duke 
of Marlborough, for his eminent serviceto her majesty and this kingdomf 
In the great and glorious victory and' successes obtained' over thecomroon 
enemy in the last campaign ; and appointed '.a co'mraittee to attend the 
duke of Marlborough with the said thanks* He was attended upon the 
next day, and told Iheoi, in answe'f to their speech ; ** 'That if any thing 
could add to his satisfaction 'iii'; the services'- he. bad endeavoured to do ' 
l;0 the Queen and his country, it would be 'the- 'partiqular notice whk^^^^ ■ 
No. m You IVe- : ; " R 
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the house of coiumoos was pleased to take of theiB^ so mucli to bis ad- 
vaotage*”. 

Oo the 5tb of the same month, the duke having taken liis'seat in the 
bouse of lords, the lord-keeper, Cowper, informed his grace, that be was 
CoaimarKled'by that house to give' his grace their acknowledgement and 
thanks for the eminent services he bad done since the last session of par- 
lmp:.ucrstto her mnjesty and his country, together with the confederates, in 
this just and necesflary v/ar. 

Though your successes (said that great orator) against the power of 
France, wdale it remained . unbroken, gave most reasonable expecfution 
that you wr/iild not iail to improve them ; yet what your grace hath per- 
formed this last campaign has far exceeded ail hopes, even of such as 
were must oifeetionate and partial to their country’s interest and your 
glorf. The advantages you have gained against the enemy are of such 
a na.ure, so conspicuous in themselves, so undoubtedly owing to your 
eoa:x-ige and conduct, so sen&iUy and universally beneficial in their con- 
se justices to the whole confederacy, that to attem|»t to adorn them with 
the coloiiriiigof words would be vain and uiexeusable, and therefore I 
decline it ; the rather because I should certainly offend that great rno-- 
desty which alone can and does add lustre to your actions, and which in 
your grace’s example has successfully withstood as great trials as that 
virtue hiis met with in any instance whatsoever: and I beg leave to say, 
that if any thing could move your grace to reflect witli maeh satisfaction 
on your own merit, it would be this, that such an august assembly does 
with one voice praise and thank you : an honour, which a judgment so 
sure as that of your grace’s to think rightly of every thing, cannot but 
prefer to the ostentation of a public triumph.” 

His, grace- replied, “that he esteemed it a very particular honour 
which their lordships were pleased to do him, and that nobody in the 
world could be more sensible of it than he, nor more desirous to deserve 
the continuance of their favour and good opinion.” On theSOth of the 
same month the house of lords presented an address to the Queen; set- 
ting forth, “that having with much satisfaction considered the iuaoy 
great actions which the duke of Bfarlborough had performed in her 
majesty’s service, to the honour of his country , and for the good of the 
common cause of E,urope^ their lordships . were desirous to express the 
Just sense they had. of his merit, in a, peculiar and distiog.uishiog mannerj, 
and, in-order to perpetuate the memory thereof, to settle and coiitiriue 
: his titles ;and, honours, , with’ his' right of precedence, in his posterity, ^by 
,a,ct of. parliament, as, the method most effeciial for, that ,e,nd, and best 
snitiog so great ;aii,occasio.n : but „yet,, -.having always a just regard for the 
prerogatives of the crown-{her majesty being the sole fountain of honour) 
they thought .it their duty, in the first place, to have recourse,, to- her ma- 
jesty for her royal allovvaiice,. -before any order given for bringing- in a 
bill of such a natnv'e; and at : the same 'to desire;- her majesty would be 
graciously pleas.ed -to let the' house know in. what iiMnoer it would -be 
,,, most acceptable to her majesty,, that .the;said - titles; and honours should 
,be limited*” ■ ■ 
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Her majesty’s pleasore'was soon signified- by her most gracious answer 

Nothing, -s'sys she, can be more:, acceptable to me than your address*; 
I- am entirely satisfied with the services of the duke .of Marlborough, and 
therefore cannot but' be pleased you have so, just a sense of theiiK 
■ must not omit to take notice, that the respectful mariner of yoiii: 
'proceeding, - in desiring rny allowance for. bringing in the bill, .and my 
direction for the limitation' of the honours, does give me great saiisfac^. 
tioiu 

My intention, is, that after the determination of the estate which 
the duke of Marlborough now has in, bis- titles and , hoiioors, the same 
should be limited to his eldest -daughter, and- the heirs-maleof her body, 
'and 'lhen to all bis other da'og'Lters successively, .according to their pri- 
ority of birth, and the heirs-male of their respective bodies; and after- 
wards in, '.such manner' as may 'most e'ffectually' answer .tny ' design and 
yoiir’s in perpetuating the memory of his merit, by eontinui&g, as far as 
may be done, his titles and name to all his posterity. 

I think it would be proper, that the honour and manor of Wood- 
stock, and the house of Blenheim, should always go along with the titles; 
and therefore 1 recommend that matter to your consideration.” 

Then the duke of Marlborough, after expressing the sense he had of 
the great and distinguishing honour which the house had been pleased to 
do him in their resolution, and their application to her majesty, informed 
their lordships, ‘^that in relation to that part of her majesty’s gracious 
answer, which concerned the estate of Woodstock and the house of 
Blenheim, he had made his hmnble request to the Queen, that those 
might go along with the titles : and I make, says he, the like recjuest to 
your lordships, that after the duchess of Marlborough’s death (upon, 
wrhom they are settled in jointure) that estate and house may be limited 
"to 'go always 'along with the honour.” - 

On the 2Blh of December, a bill from the lords, for an act for settling 
the honours and dignities of John duke of Blarl borough upon his poste- 
rity, and annexing the honour and manor of Woodstock, and house of 
Blenheim, to go along with the said honours, was read three times by the 
house of commons, and passed nemine contradicenie i and the very next 
"day, it received the royal assent, "when ' the Queen told both ho-uses of 
parliament, that the particular notice, they bad taken of the eminent ser- 
■vices of the duke of Marlborough was very agreeable to her, and she did 
■'not doubt would .be so to the whole kingdom., . , 

We are now come to the end of that campaign in which the allies 
gained more advantages than , in :any other' during the wliole war: and 
here, according to my custom before observed, I should make some re- 
flections by way of recapitulation, had not that part been excellently well 
done: to -■■my" band, iii' the petition . of the D.utch council of war to the 
.states general, as, delivered in. at .the end of theye.ar to their high mighti- 
nesses. It goes back to the beginning, of the -war, and contains, in few 
words, a judicious summary of .ail the most .m.ateriai. transactions,, to this- 
time^ -Tlwiigh it seems to^irespeet mo.st:Tecttl.krly dm interests of the 
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states general, the reader will find in it a faithful representation of what- 
ever concerns the grand alliance, and the general reasons for making 

isew effo?ts in the next campaign. 

la 170 ^ 2 , say they, when the war was. begun' in these parts, as it had 
been before in ltaly, the enemy were indeed dislodged from the frontiers 
of this state along the Rhine and the Maese, by the taking of Keysers-. 
waert^ most of the towns 'and forts in the Spanish Goelderlaric!^ and 
Liege; and the expedition by sea against Spain, after much loiter- 
ing and fruitless attempts about Cadix, was no less advantageously 
than luckily terminated at Vigo. But, -in the mean time, we were 
Bot without' apprehension of danger from the enemy’s attempts on the 
aide of Nimeg'uen and K-ulst ; and the state was obliged, far its better 
security, to take more troops into service, besides dhe recruits and levieS' 
that were already made. 

« These progresses and efforts putting the enemy upon recruiting their 
old troops and raising new, establishing great magazines on their fron- 
tiers, and making all maimer of preparations to render themselves sope« 
rior in arms to the allies in all parts, your high mightinesses, with her 
majesty the queen of Great Britain, found it necessary, in 1703, to aug- 
ment your forces with ii>0,000 men more: and though the military ope- 
rations on this side were not unprosperous that year, particularly on the 
Lower Rhine and the Maese, Bon, Huy, and Limburg being taken, and 
though that year the king of Portugal and the duke of Savoy came into 
the grand alliance, yet the affairs of the high allies did not go so success- 
fully in other parts. In the Netherlands, about Maestricht and Ant- 
werp, we found ourselves in very great danger; and in Germany the 
enemy had so great a superiority, what with their own and their con- 
federate forces, that early in the spring, even before the winter was well 
over, they passed the Rhine, and making themselves roasters effort 
Kehl, and other places thereabouts, marched tbrough very difficult and 
barren ways to the Danube; put the two adjacent and not the least 
circles of the empire, and even the archdukedom of Austria, and county 
of Tirol, into great perplexity; took (notwithstanding the 'Saccours'Senl 
lip by your high mightinesses) the fortresses of Brisac and Landau ; and 
lastly, by their advantages in the Spierbach, spread the 'terror of their 
arms to the Maine and the Moselle. 

The campaign of . 1 704 was opened by the enemy on the ' Upper 
Rhine and the Danube :■ and, to, redress the imminent danger it brought 
upon the allies, and prevent the fatal consequences that were apprehended 
from it,' your high' mightinesses, with her majesty the queen 'of Great 
Britain, were obliged to -send up a very considerable number of troops, 
which had ■ such ' success, . that a stop was put tO' the 'progress ' of the 
, enemy ; and' by- |he ' great battle' of - -Hockstedt, fought 'soon after that 
at Schelknberg, all that was lost' was- recovered, Brisac and fort Kehl 
only excepted': but in the mean'-' ti'pi'e, the arms of the allies bad not the 
name success in other -parts, particularly' io, Portugal and Piedmont; 
where^ besides the, rC'diiction of the duchy of 'Savoy, several "places 
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wereforced to swbmit to the enemy, thongh not without putting them to 
very great expence of : blood, especially Verrua,. which cost theai a' hard 
siege of about six months. 

«« These successes, high and mighty lords, gave us good ground to impe 
that the enemy, who iii the battle of Hockstedt, and the siege of- Verrua^ 
kid in efiect lost two armies, could .not repair that loss, -at least not 
so speedily as to hinder the military operations of the allies the next year 
on the Moselle and the Saar, and country adjacent, where France is least 
fortified by art. But the event was very different from those liopes and 
appearances. The enemy took the field first again on the Moselle, with 
a formidable army, and pushed themselves in such a manner, that the 
army which marched up thither could undertake no enterprise of con- 
sequence. At the same time the enemy appeared superior on the Maese ; 
so that, to secure the state from the disaster, the troops were obliged to 
come back from the Moselle : yet such success attendecl them, that, in 
a little time after, the enemy’s lines in Brabant were forced. In Spain, 
by means of the new succours sent thither, who took Barcelona, the 
face of affairs was happily changed ; and on the Upper Khiue, the arms 
of the allies broke through the enemy’s lines about Haguenau, deep 
into Alsace. On the other hand, the enemy reduced all Piedmont, the 
capital (which was threatened hard too) and two or three other places 
only excepted. 

Lastly, To come to the successes of the past campaign, they have 
ill several parts (by the goodness of God) been very great and advan- 
tageous, beyond all human expectation. In Spain, Barcelona was re- 
lieved, and the enemy forced to draw off, with the loss of almost a whole 
army, and of a considerable train of artillery, and ofall manner of stores 
of war. This was attended by the submission of the entire principality 
of Gatalonia, and of the kingdoms of Valencia and Arragon, to king 
Gbarlei iii; as also of several maritime places in the Mediterranean. 
In the Netherlands, by the glorious battle of Ramillics, and the affright 
and confusion into which it put the enemy, three Spanish provinces, and 
several great nod opulent cities and places in them, were likewise reduced 
to the obedience of king Charles III ; and afterwards several other 
towns, as Ostend, Menin, Deiidermonde, Aeth, were, with uncomnmu 
vigour and bravery, taken in much less time than the like was ever done 
before. And in Piedmont, the city of Turin was in a most ivonderful 
manner nobly relieved, and the enemy before it routed, and, with great 
loss of men, artillery, and stores of all sorts, forced to retire out of Italy 
over the mo,uotalns into, their -own country. 

Yet, tlioogh so great, so surprizing, so memorable advantages and 
victories were obtained, alfairs in Spain were fi,rst brought to the utmost 
extremity by the eBemi.es -.forming the^' -siege of Barcelona by sea and 
land, and pushing it on with so great vigour,- that had' not the succours 
sent thither arrived just as^ they d!d.,„,the place ''.must have submitted, to 
the' ruin, it is to be feared, of king Charles’s cause.; - On the Khioe, the 
enemy,, before the German troops were -out ^of ..their quaiters and re- 
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cruitetlj^'W body 'Of forces raised the blockade of fori 

Loiiisj; aiid afterwards retook Drucenheim and Hagueuao, with a great 
train of artiller}r that was in it ; and, in general, recovered ail that was 
takeri .froin'.them in those parts the precedii.g year, and even straitened 
Landaii,.,, In Lombardy, . the enemy 'gained, a great advantage over the 
■allies- near Montechiari, by means whereof they put back their opera™ 
tioos, and gained time to besiege. Turin, and press: it very hard. From 
all this, and also from tlie affairs of Spain seeming at this^ time not to be 
In so prosperous a course as they were at the opening of this campaign, 
but to require new succours, it evid.eotly appears,- that allhough the sue™ 
cesses of this war have hitherto been very, great and advan‘tagf:oiis, yet 
they have, always been accompanied witii great: diffi'culties, toil, and 
liazard, and have not gone on in such an uninterrupted train, as might 
well have been hoped, had the' arms of the allies been superior 'to the 
enemy in all parts ; and as those advantages could not have been main- 
tained, so neither can they be pursued, if any diminution had been, or 
should now be made, of theforce hitherto employed against so powerful 
an cnemyd* 

Thetroops were in motion on both sides in the month of March, to be- 
gin the campaign in the Netherlands. The French cavalry w'as very well 
mounted and numerous, but their infantry in an indifferent condition; 
whereas all the troops of the allies were completely recruited, and made 
the finest appearance in the world. They were pretty equal in number 
on both sides ; but the French being made up of new»raised men® 
chiefly forced into the service, the allies seemed almost confidtmt of sue- 
cess, if they could blit engage the enemy. 

The duke of B'larlborough, having been detained several days at Mar- 
gate, by contrary winds, embarked the 13th of April in the evening, de- 
signing to reach Ostend ; but the wind clianging again, his grace landed 
at the Brill the ibth, and the next day arrived at the Hague, to the 
great joy of the ministers of the allies, who expected him with the utmost 
impatience. The next day Lis grace received and returned several visits, 
and on the Sunday following he had a long conference with the deputies 
of the states on the affairs of that juncture. Amongst other things, he 
told them, that it being absolutely necessary to put an end to the troubles 
in Saxony, occasioned by the presence of the king of Sweden in that 
electorate, he was resolved to go thliher, and had for that purpose 
the necessary powers from the queen his mistress, and desired to have the 
same from their high mightinesses. The states of Holland and West 
Friesland met the Wednesday following in the morning, when the pen- 
sionary having communicated to them the necessity of the duke of Bfarl- 
borough’s journey, they heartily concurred in those meusiires, and, his 
■grace set out, the same; evenin.g. for Lipsick,, by way of Hanover. . His 
grace had several conferences with -M. d’Auverquerque, who set out, the 
day before his departure, for Bruggels, to, assemble the confederate troops 
in their respective rendezvous*- 
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The doke made no stay at Hanoverj but having taken his leave of the 
electorial court on the 24th in the evening, he set out the next morning 
al four o’clock. His grace lay that night at Halberstadt, where he was 
complimented by the magistrates. The 26th in the morning he contw 
need his journey to Hull, where he was met by Mr. Robinson envoy ex- 
traordinary from her majesty of Great Britain, count Zinzenclorf envoy 
from the em peror, and ■■ M. ■ Cranenberg the ■ Dutch tninister. ' After 
dinner his grace received the compliments of the magistrates, and of the 
university: then proceeded to Alt^Ranstadt, accompanied : by- Mr. Ro-’ 
biiison arid M. Cranenberg* He waited privately on Baron Goertz ; 
went directly to count Piper’s quarters ; and, after some conference with 
him, came to the quarters the king had ordered to be prepared for him* 
The 27th in the morning he was com pli men ted upon bis arrival by the 
ministers and general officers, and about ten o’clock had hisfirst audience 
of the King, which lasted near two hours. After dining with his majesty* 
liis grace had a second audience, at which were count Piper and M. 
Herrnelin, the two chief ministers, and Mr, Robinson. His graco then 
spent the whole evening in visits to count Piper, and the other ministers 
and general officers, and seemed perfectly well satisfied with his recep- 
tion. Count Wackerbach, lieutenant-general of king Augustus’s forces, 
and his envoy to the court of Vienna, arrived the same afternoon with a 
compliment from his master; intimating, that be would be that night 
at Lipsick. 

Upon this notice his grace went the next morning from Alt-Ranstadt, 
to wait on king Augustus, with whom he had a private conference of 
about half an hour, and then returned to count Piper’s quarters, where 
lie dined. In the evening he supped with field-marshal Renchiid. The 
^9th bis grace was visited by count Piper, field-marshal Renchiid, field- 
marshal Ogilvi, and several general officers and persons of quality; and 
after having dined with baron Goertz, had his audience of leave of the 
king of Sweden. Before it was ended, king Stanislaus came in, and was 
complimented by his grace, who soon after took his leave, came to Lip- 
sick, and thence without making any stay, proceeded on his journey to 
Berlin. , ^ ^ - 

On the SOth the duke arrived at Charlottenberg ; the king of Prussia 
having sent M. Gruonhow to desire hb grace would pass' that way. He 
supped that might with the king, and was lodged in an apartment be- 
longing to the: margrave. On Sunday, May the 1st, his grace went to 
divine service with the king, who had given particular orders to M. PEn- 
fant to preach in French on that occasion, - On the 2d, his grace left 
Charlottenberg, in order to proceed towards Hanover, where he arrived 
on theSd; and the day following, after a private conference, he dined 
with his electorial highness, Ju/the afternoon he set out for the Hague, 
and returned thither on the 8th, having all along received the higher, t 
marks of esteem aod distinction in the several courts through which he 

'■passed. : . ^ . 

(To he I 
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MEMORIALS ■ 

OF THE. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIFE' OF FREDERIC 

OF PRUSSIA. 


, , , „ FREDERIC IN. HIS YOUm 

. I , sliall now , proceed to mention some facts that took place previou'S' 
to my ressdiog at Berlin; after first premisings. that the reader is not 
.on this account to .withold hb confidence in their veracity, as I write 
from the roost unq.uestionable and . authentic evidence,, or from the lips 
of wit, nesses in every respect worthy of our confidence, .William the 
first did not love his eldest son-—** He is' a mere coxcomb, ” said he ; a 
coxcomb and a French wit, who will spoil all my labour,’’ This 
iBonarch was much more satisfied with his three youngest sons, William 
Augustus (his favourite), Henry, and Ferdinand. Frederic was in some 
measure himself the causeof the prejudices that existed against him. He 
took little pains to counteract those conceived by his father ; he loved and 
cultivated the arts and scienees, of which Williain was wholly regardlessj, 
the time of the latter being much taken up in watching for new modes, 
which he was always the first to adopt and imitate. He seldom meddled 
with military service, which seemed to inspire him only with dislike. 

The first trait that presents itself to my recollection, is the barbarous 
manner in which William treated the daughter of a tradesman of Potz«* 
dam, because she had suffered young Frederick to accompany her at 
her music. Unfortunately for the young woman, she had learned to 
play on the harpsichord ; and though no proficient in the science, she 
was notwithstanding a valuable resource to the prince, who was pas* 
sionately fond of music, and who had no one else in Potzdam capable 
of accompanying him. This person, though young, was not hand* 
some : her features were too masculine to leave room for the apprelien- 
»ion of her inspiring him with the tender passion ; besides, she was 
always under the eye of her parents, with whom she lived. But all 
these considerations, which would effectually have tranquillized a roaa 
of moderation and reflection, made no impression on the mind of WiL 
Mam. To be told that his son , had passed several evenings with her, 
was in his eyes a sufficient proof that they were in love with each other, 
mud that the parents connived at their mutual attachment. He con* 
cludedthat music was' merel^^ pretence, , and that it was absolutely 
necessary tO' hate recourse to violent and decisive measiires to break off 
go. scandalous a connection. To conceive and execute such an idea was 
®*ie and- the same thing^ with, this sovereign, worthy of reigning in the 
centre- of Africa, or in the furthest extremities of imerica. Accordingly, 
without seeking a further explanation, without consulting with any one, 
fee caused the wretched victim to be/ taken up and delivered into the 
bands of the common bangman, . who, agreeably to the orders he had 
received, whipped her publicly through the streets of Potzdam ; Wi'U 
liam being determined to inflict' on her a disgrace of so igriominious and 
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public a uatures as slioold effectually prevent the possibility of any fu- 
ture intercourse between her and the prince. When Frederic succeeded 
to the crownj be remembered this, horrible adventure, and bestowed a 
pension of a hundred and fifty rix-dollars on the unfortunate persooi 
who was married to a poor carman of Berlin. 

' It' is known to every one that William wanted to bring; his son Fre- 
deric to the scaffold ; but the particulars of this important circumstance 
are- not so well known, and 1 shall therefore relate them faithfully and 
correctly. Young Frederic’s mother, who for the most part was a wo- 
man of amiable character,, was strongly attached to the house of, Han- 
over, the stock from which she was descended : she considered it a piece 
of good fortune that she bad prevailed on her husband and son to con- 
.sent that the latter should espouse Ann, princess royal of England, ^ the 
same who afterwards espoused the Stadtholder, and was mother to the 
last Stadtholder' the Dutch have had*. The prince had seen this young 
princess in a journey he was making in company with his father : he 
found means to procure her portrait, with which he was much pleased^ 
His next desire was to write to her when, discovering in her answers 
the wit and intelligence to which he aspired, he became as deeply en- 
amoured of this princess as Frederic could possibly be with any one I 
M. de Seckendorff, ambassador from Vienna to Berlin, being mi- 
nutely informed of all these circumstances, considered the impending 
project of marriage as likely to prove fatal to the house of Austria, and 
imagined he should render an essential service to bis sovereign if be 
could prevent it from taking place. To this effect he contrived to gain 
the knowledge of all that was said and intended to be done at the 
court of London that would be particularly obnoxious to William* 
The Austrian minister in England assisted. his brother ambassador with 
great fidelity, and Seckendorff adroitly contrived that every thing said 
by George' should reach the ear of William. The English monarch 
held his brother-in-law in great contempt, spoke of him in the same spirit, 
and generally called him Ms brother the corporal^ or the subaltern officer 
' 'of.Fotzdam,. 'William was e.xtremely exasperated at the langua,ge used 
by bis relation, and be carried his anger so far, that be would no longer 
listen to proposals of marriage between his son and the English princess, 
and even'forbade the queen from again mentioning the subject. 

The queen, so timid in the presence of her husband, ' could not how^- 
ever prevail on herself to follow his injunctions on this occasion ; she, 
together ..with the prince and the princess her daughter, who afterwards 
became Landgravio,,e,of Bareith, deplored in secret their misfortune. 

. :This trio concerted a plan for effecting the intended alliance at some 
future time: the correspondence between •the two lovers was therefore 
continued, but with infinite trouble and circumspection. , In the mean 
while Williani' conceived a desire that his son should marry some other 
princess, and left him to choose for himself. He d.aily importuned iiim 
Oil the subject, and consequently caused him the most poigirant^un- 
' easiness : 'at length the danger appeared so imminent that, it was,, ne*^ 
No. Von*„lV, ■ , S 
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cessary to come to a positive resolution ; accorcliogly it was cleterininecl, 
"between the motlierj the sister, and the brother, that the latter sho'old 
escape secretly to England, them espouse the princess, and remain in 
that country till his father were either appeased or dead. 

I mentioned that the greatest circumspection had been used to coi> 
ceal the' correspondence 'with England; and in fact the letters from 
London were forwarded by a commercial house in that city, under cover 
to a magistrate held in high esteem, and a man the least calculated to 
meddle with political intrigues ; but he had been assured that the cor- 
respondence related purely to private affairs and commercial subjects. 
The magistrate put the letters he received, and which were addressed to 
a merchant at Berlin, into the • post-oftice ; the merchant opened his 
"Cover, and found enclosures to the address of one of the aid-de-camps of 
the prince, both of whom were also confidants and favourites. These 
last had nothing further to do but to take off a cover, and deliver the 
letters to their , intended destination. The dispatches from Berlin to 
London were forwarded in an inverse order, so that the merchaot at 
Berlin supposed these letters to relate to the pecuniary concerns of some 
of the young prince’s houshold in Franconia, and which were pursued 
agreeably, to the advice of the magistrate of Nuremberg. The magis- 
trate at length, however, conceived some luieasioess on the subject, 
and became somewhat scrupulous : he was at a loss to imagine w'hy 
two commercial housps should choose so circuitous a route for' the 
discussion of fair and honourable proceedings, and which for the most 
part must be supposed to require dispatch. His scruples soon became 
suspicions, next apprehension, and at length ended in a breach of trust. 
He opened a packefrthat came from Berlin, and by a singular fatality it 
contained the plan for the prince’s escape, and the steps that had been 
taken to ensure its success. It would be difficult to describe the alarm 
^f the merchant on finding himself implicated in so serious an affair. It 
appeared to him that the most effectual w»ay of 'securing his own safety 
was to send the letter to the king of Prussia, accompanied wdtii llie dis- 
closure of all that had passed between himself and the two commercial 
houses. ' ■ 

William observed the most profound secrecy respecting tliis discovery, 
but. took" effectual measures for seizing the prince at the moment of 
bis escape. The king went once a year, oo.jBxed days, into the .prorinees, 
■for the purpose of reviewing his troops. During his journey into West- 
phalia, he slept one night with his, suite in a small village a short league 
distant from the frontiers of Saxony. In this village the yoong prince, 
and his attendants' slept ill a barn on some straw;, and from this village 
be.'was to" make ,his, escape,.. about midnight, in. a/. cart that was to, come 
from Saxony a,od'meet them, at .that time near a certain tree' in a field® 
As on these occasions it was customary for the king to set out .early, he 
Batiirally went .early to "bed'; . and .the fatigiiesof the day ^gave reason 
to .hope .that every eye.w.ould be closed .by- mid night. .' The, prince: ac- 
^rdingly left .the barn while all around him seemed' perfectly quiet; 
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even the seotioels i»ade as if they did not perceive him; and he arrived 
■without accident at the fatal tree; but here no cart appeared, ' different 
patroies having stopped and detained, the man who condneted it near half 
an 11011? ; and when it at length arrived, and the prince was getting into 
it, the same patroies again made their appearance, and stopped him. 
Frederic perceiviog. himself surrounded, leaned upon his hand against the. 
tree, .and suffered his person to be seized and conducted,' back to the village 
without pronouncing a single syllable, : The king, wlio was risen, sent 
instantly an order to Berlin to arrest the prince’s two confidants, and to 
put his sea! on the papers and effects of the former,. An astonishing 
-circumstance, the means of which was never brought to light, was, that 
the queen was informed the prince’s arrest more than two hours before 
the arrival of the king’s express ; she accordingly took all possible ad- 
vantage of the interval : she first sent a message to the two confidants, 
enjoining them to make their escape, and next sent fora locksmith, who 
€ve.r remained' Unknown, and caused him to force the lock of the prince’s 
writing desk.; and, after carefully taking out of it such papers as- would 
most have exasperated the king, it was again locked in so able a manner,, 
that the king, on his return, though be mistrusted every thing, was 
unable to detect the. smallest trace of what had been done. This is the 
account I have heard of the affair ; but I confess there appears to me 
something in it either so obscure or so miraculous, that I can with great 
difficulty rely on its veracity. I am rather inclined to believe that the 
Queen Dorothy had a second key to the prince’s desk, and that she lost 
110 time in using it. What is certain is, that she took particular care to 
take out of it the letters that had passed after the prohibition of the king, 
which formed a considerable packet that remained in the queen’s hands 
as tongas she lived. In finding herself at the point of death, she 

folded them in some large sheets of paper, sealed them with black sea- 
ling-wax at all points, and, after writing^on the outside her son’s address, 
she confided this valuable deposit to the care of a confidential person, 
who promised to deliver.it to the king as soon' as he should be returned 
to his dominions. . In when Frederic, on bis return, was passing, 

through a turret that formed a small cabinet,, from which he was. con- 
teuiplatiog the view, it commanded of his capital, the injunctions of his 
august mother were executed, .He no doubt knew what the packet con-: 
tained, for he cast on it no more than a single glance, and desired it 
might be placed on ’a table that always stood ia.lhe rooiiij where it 're- 
iBaioed daring therest of his reign without having been either moved or 
ope,ned« , In this place I myself ,s.aw it in 1784 , when I. left Berlin. 

I return to the two unfortunate confidants of the prince. ; - The first, 
named Keith, made an instant e'scape and was never taken. It is s^iid he 
wandered .through different countries, and.ended' his career in 'Portugal, 
but little known, and 'unfavoured with the gifts of .fortuoe.' .Tins may 
be considered as a new,, proof, that through prudence and silence, we may’ 
succeed in .involving in , co.mplete uncertainty and, obscurity,'ii).;, less .than 
....half a 'Ceutury,,,,fac,|«:,tliat.,naUu’^^^ witJdn.thc.melv.of 'every .one. ' 
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have met with persons who maintained that, after the death of 
this M, Keith returned to Prussia ; . that F rederic appointed him liis aid« 
de-camp and lieutenant-general; that he had contracted for Mm a mar** 
riage with a lady of fortune of Kiiyp-Hausen, to whom, on her becoming 
a widow, he, granted a pension of fifteen hundred rix-dollars. It may be 
that the last M« Keith, who held the charge of ald-^de-camp, with whose 
son I was acquainted, was brother to the fogitif e, M. Keith*, 

The other confidant, named M. le Baron le Catt, stayed to take lea.ve 
and make some arrangements relative to his absence, in which he spent 
more than two hours; so that the king’s order having arrived, he was, 
arrested. William conducted his son to Berlin as a state prisoner^ 
and had him confined in the palace of the prince of Pnissia^ while 
Mr, le Catt was thrown into a dungeon. The seals were taken off ia 
the king’s presence, and all the. papers contained in the desk and 
elsewhere examined. Different circumstances convinced the king that 
his eldest daughter was concerned in the intended escape; and he pu- 
nished her by beating her with Ms stick, and kicking her so violently 
that she would have been precipitated from the window to the pavement 
if her mother had not held her by the petticoats. 

William resolved that his sou should perish on the scaffold. He will 

always be a villain,” said he, ‘*and I have three other sons of better 
qualities than he.” it was in this temper of mind that he ordered Ms 
ministers of state to put the prince on Ms trial. This order was a source 
of infinite perplexity to the ministers, since they knew not what means 
to devise to save the heir to the throne. One of them, I think it was M. 
de Podewilts, found at least a pretence that exempted Mm from being 
one of the judges in this affair; he represented to his majesty, that the 
prince being an officer, Ms crime was, consequently aggravatedyand that 
he ought to be tried by a council of war : and the rather, as the empire 
in that case would have no right of interference, the laws of the empire 
not extendingto the discipline of the army. William, .unable to reply 
to these suggestions, but irritated by the occurrence of obstacles, and sus- 
pecting his ministers of the desire to defeat his purpose, told them they 
viemapack of scoundrels ; that he understood their project : ■ but that^ iti 
despite of them, bis son should suffer death, and that he should have no 
difficulty in finding among his -officers men who were more attached to 
the true principles of the government. He accordingly appointed a 'coun- 
ciiof war, , composed of a certain number of generals, under the' presi- 
dency of the Prince d*Anha!t«Des»au, known by the name of d’ 
■leS'-MIoustache's .(d’ Anhalt with the Mustaebioes):, the same who is,, often 
mentioned in the wars of Frederic, and who in 1733, at the head of 6000 
■ Prussians, succeeded in compelling the French to.- raise the , siege 'of Turin. 
Frederic was tried at this tribunal;- and when sentence was about to be 
passed, the president, with his formidable mustacMoes,, rose andde.clared 
that, on his honour and conscience^- he, for his part, perceived no cause 
for passing sentence of death on thc.accuscd prince, and that none among 
them had a right to pass such a sentence: then drawing bis sword, he 
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swore tie would cut off tbe ears of any man who should differ from Mm in 
opinion. In this manner he collected tbe suffrages, and the prince was 
UDanimously acquitted^ William, rendered furious by this decision, sub™ 
stimted another council of war, which consisted of men of timid ami 
docile, tempers, who had, no will but his own. 

M« de Seckendorff now perceived the prince’s fate to be inevikble^ 
without immediate as'sistaoce, and persuaded himself that, having reh™ 
dered one essential service to the house of Austria, in preventing a dan- 
gerous alliance, he should render it a second of no smaller importance, if 
iii4henaroe of that house he should saye the futureliing of Prussia, and' 
thus attach himself to his employers by the bonds of affection and gra- 
titude. , To this effect, he undertook to suppose orders which had not 
had tjme to reach him, and in,' the name and on the part of the emperor 
demanded ,a private audience that William did not dare refuse. In this 
audience he announced, in the name of chief of the' empire,' that it was' 
to the empire itself Prince Frederic belonged, that he in consequence 
made requisition of the maintenance of the rights and laws of the Ger^ 
manic body: he insisted that the accused should have been delivered 
up, together with the official charges existing' against him, to this body ; 
and finally declared, that the person of his royal'highne'ss Prince Fre- 
deric, heir to the throne of Prussia, was under the safeguard of the Ger- 
manic empire. This was a terrible stroke for William : he dared not bring' 
on himself the resentment of all the states of the empire at once, and thus 
involve himself in a destructive war. He was, therefore, obliged to }’i,eld, 
nptwithstaiiding his ferocious clioler and unrelenting temper. , The life 
of the prince was saved, but he was still detained a state prisoner for an 
indefinite period. He had been previously stripped of his uniform, and 
dressed ,„in a grey coat, such as is' worn by the counsel lors of war. In 
this attire he was coodiicted to the fortress of G.ustrin, in Pomerania, and 
also, the unfortunate LeCatt ; the latter of whom was on foot, and dress- 
ed in a soldier’s frock, with his hands tied behind him. Le Catt be- 
longed to a family widely extended in its connections, po%verfiil, and 
high consideration at court. He was the only, son of the field-marshal of 
that name. The whole of these' threw themselves, bathed in tears, a't dif- ' 
ferent times,. at the feet of the king, and solicited the pardon of a young 
man,. in whose fate the. whole court and city felt the warmest interest. 
William was inexorable, and grief for his situation became general. The' 
young LeCatt was declared to' have forfeited alibis military and other 
titles, and was beheaded in sight of the prince in whose cause he died. ' A 
scaffold was erected for him under the window of Frederic, to the level of 
which it was raised. The prince 'was compelled to stay at the window, 
that he might share as much as possible the ;punishrjaent of his friend. 
When Le, Catt appe.ared on the . scaffold, Frederic, overwhelmed with 
grief and horror, exclaimed, in a heart-rending voice, My friend ! and fell 
senseless in a chair that had been placed at the .window to enable him to 
see the executioo. . It was some, time before he recovered from his fainting: 
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lit, and: be at lengtli opened his eyes only to shed the bitterest tears over 
the memory of bis friend. 

The grief felt by Frederic on this occasion was for a considerable 
time his^prindpal or only occupation in the prison, where he was indif- 
ferently treated, particularly at ' the beginning. The commandant of 
the fortress brought him his dinner and supper in person, which con- 
sistecl of such ordinary kind of food as is commonly used in the lowest 
tradesmaifs family. At nine o’clock the same commandant made his 
appearance to ^ take away bis candle. By degrees, however, he had 
less to complain of. The contrivance of self-interest, which never fails 
to insinuate itself into every department of society, whether from mo- 
tives of humanity or of a nobler nature, in this case produced an ac- 
commodation to the prince : in a short time, when one caudle was taken 
away, it was soon succeeded by two candles. The next step was to suf- 
fer him to spend his evenings at the castle of Tamsel, a short mile from 
Custriii, to which place he went on foot by a private and beautiful ave- 
nue which reached the whole way. This castle belonged to one of the 
most ancient families in the country, that of the barons of Wrech : it 
was inhabited at that time by the baron and baroness, and their seven 
children ; of which three were boys, and four girls, all young. It wms 
from this family that Frederic derived his greatest consolation. He 
was at a time of life to feel the absolute necessity of some favourite pur- 
suit, and the science of music was the one he fixed on : at Tamsel he 
accordingly found every thing that was calculated to favour his predi- 
lection ; the amusement of the evening was generally music, in which 
the daughters, especially the youngest, particularly excelled. The 
castle of Tamsel also furnished him with books, bougies, and even with 
money ; for though the family was numerous, and the education of so 
many children expensive, no means were spared to set- their royal 
visitor entirely at his ease. The different loans they advanced him, by 
the time of his liberation, amounted to no less a sum than six thousand 
rix-dollars, which I have been informed were never reimbursed. 

But though Frederic had paid this debt, it might still with truth be 
observed that the family of Wrech had little reason to coogratulate 
themselves on the services they had done him. In fact, it was publicly 
known to have been of the number of those who, during his reign, ap- 
peared under a "sort of cloud': never did- he shew them consideration ; 
never did he bestow on them the smallest favour ; but the whole family,' 
together with the relations of the unfortunate Le Catt, were suffered to 
remain undistinguished by any mark of his kindness. In the .court of 
'Frinee Flenry it was that they were appointed to any offices';' in that of 
the king, the only advantage they enjoyed was that of' being exempted 
from persecution. It is natural for persons of warm and benevolent af- 
fections to take offence at traits that .exhibit so decided an ingratitude ; 
but it sbould be remembered that Frederic, once' become a king, would 
calculate and act only as a king ; that he had laid it down as a rule that 
it was, bis indispeiisable duty to' sacrifice "every thing lo the- uiterests of 
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the body politic ; that efery consideration that was foreign to that in- 
terest sliouki be repudiated and' proscribed by the sovereign’s authority ; 
consequeotlys the persC'iis who bad been of service to the prince royal 
must necessarily be objects of suspicion to the king. For this reasooj 
no doubts it was that he constantly kept at a distance such persons as 
in a !ii Tested a marked attachment toward his brothers or* other branches 
of his faroilyj though in other respects he so arduously fuUiiled the 
claims of coosanguioity. Louis the Twelfth observed, that it was be- 
neath the dignity of a king of France to revenge the quarrels of a duke 
of Orleans: Frederic was of opinion, that a king should take care to 
alarm those who devote themselves rather to others than himself, espe- 
cially those who devote themselves to his or their nearest relatives, when 
such a devotion may promote their alienation from the king himself. 

I ought to inform the reader, that there exists in Prussia a law that 
prohibits the lending any sum of money either to the princes of the 
royal femily, or to players, and declares the debts of such persons to be 
null and void. It is well known that Frederic was the strenuous ad- 
vocate of such laws as tended to restrain the ex peaces of princes; nor 
less so that, on succeeding to the crown, he faithfully discharged the 
debts he had contracted with foreigners, though he so flagrantly dis- 
pensed with that doty toward his own subjects. 

William did not content himself with compelling bis son to wear the 
garb of a counsellor of w'ar, but gave orders that he should also exer- 
cise the functions of that office : this employment, therefore, was one of 
his principal occupations, particularly during the latter part of his im- 
prisonment. When he had been about a year in confinement, the 
Duchess of Brunswick, his sister, came to pay her parents a vi.sit; a cir- 
cumstance that gave occasion to different entertainments, in which the 
queen deplored with bitterness the absence of her son. The affliction of 
the mother, and the entreaties of the daughter, produced a happier effect 
than could have been expected. William, without saying anything 
of his intention, caused the prince to be brought, dressed in his grey 
frock, and placed behind the queen’s chair as she sat at cards. * It is said 
that 00 scene could be more affecting than that witnessed by the court 
when, turning round her head, she perceived her son. 

The marriage of Frederic in a short time succeeded his liberation ; his 
sister, the Duchess of Brunswick, 'by dint of reasoning, and the most 
afl'ectioiiate entreaty, having at length pi’evailed on him to gratify the 
king in bis favourite project. He accordingly espoused Elizabeth 
Christina, daughter to Count Ferdinand Albert, of Brunswick Wolfeo- 
bnuel. This princess was then turned of seventeen years of age, ex- 
tremely handsome, and, though somewhat irritable in her temper, was 
possessed of so much goodness of heart as to be a model for queens: 
she survived her husband several 'years. This -marriage seemed to b© 
the means, in some degree,, of reconciling Frederic with his father, 
though they still continued toward each other on ■ terms of cold reserve. 
. The prince was extremely averse to military concerns ; he also detested 
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the military uniform, wliicb he wore only till night, and when he was re- 
quired to be iti'the king’s presence. At nine o’clock he never failed to 
dress himself in a style^ of the greatest elegance and fashion. At 
Rheinsberg, where he was under no restraint in this respect; he was in 
full dress from morning till night; for the king, upon his niarriage, had 
given him the castle of Rheinsberg, which Frederic afterwards gave to 
Rrince Henry his brother. In this place, therefore, it may be supposed 
he indulged all his inclinations; for no where else was he entirely at 
liberty. ' . No one at this time doubted that he would one day become 
the most amiable sovereign of Europe, and at the same time the most 
decidedly addicted to habits of .pleasure and magnificence® Those, 
however, who took a nearer view of him might, ' from a singular and 
striking circumstance, have formed different expectations:' it was, that 
this prince never left his apartment, or received any one in it, till twelve 
. o’clock ; it was at the same time well known that he rose extremely early. 
In what therefore did he employ himself for six or seven hours succes- 
sively ? This no one could di\fine, for to no one did he confide the secret. 
In the sequel, it became self-evident that they had' been employed in a' 
course of study, and in an epistolary correspondence with RoHio, 
d’Argens, Wolff, and others. This at the time no one could have sus-^ 
pected. 

At this period a fortunate accident occurred that brought him into 
favour with the king, at least for a certain time. His majesty, anxious 
lo be truly informed how the prince passed his time at Rheinsberg, 
left Potzdam one morning very early, without having given to any olie 
the smallest notice of his intention ; he proceeded straight to Roppin, 
where the prince’s regiment was stationed, from whence he purposed to 
dine at Rheinsberg, about two miles distant; intending to surprise the 
prince, and with his own eyes to convince himself of the nature of bis 
employments. He arrived very early at the gates of Ruppin, and 
found his son exercising his regiment. The surprise of the king was 
extreme, and still more so his satisfaction : be began to think the prince 
bad more valuable qualities than he suspected. It was insinuated at 
the time that Frederic had received notice very early the same morning 
of his father’s design : and this, it must be confessed,' considering the 
habits of this prince, is highly probable. 

I shall mention in this place two other circumstances, of the truth of 
, which I have received the most positive assurances : one is, that Wil- 
liam, notwithstanding the peculiar singularity of his character, was not 
without ambition : he wished, it is said, to make his eldest son emperor, 
and his second son King of Prussia ; but though his aftection for the 
latter so much exceeded that he bore his eldest son, and was, no . doubt, 
in some measure the reason of this project, he soon relinquished an idea 
. that could not but present .its.elf surrounded .with insurmountable 
obstacles. .. 

The second anecdote is, that it is affirmed, though Frederic consented 
to espouse the princess' of Brunswick, he declared he never wo'uld co- 
habit with her as' his , wife. Hence it has been inferred,' that Nature 
had withheld, from Frederic, the passions which would have rendered this 
conductextraordinary : however this 'may be, his queen uniformly pro- 
fessed to have once,miscaiYied; 'though such An insinuation 'only excited 
the sarcastic smiles of the ladies of the' court. : ' ^ 
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THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE. 
OFFICIAL NARRATIVES 

OF THE 

CAMPAIGNS OF BUONAPAPTE, 

SINCE THE PEACE OF AMIENS. 

Being a Complete Collection of the whole of the Bulletins 

PUBLISHED BY BUONAPAHTE TO HIS ABDICATION. 



IT is the well Icnovm opinion of smne of our ablest Generals, that the French BuU 
ietins of Buonaparte contain the most complete practical lessons of modern warfare^ 
and with a due allowance for some eocaggeration, include the fullest narrative of 
the most memorable campaigns on record. A wish, therefore, has often been ex- 
' pressed that they toere all published in one form, so as to form a portable manual 
m well for future reference as for present study. It is our present purpose to 
effect this. In this, and in the following numbers of the Chronicle, we shall 
Mccordingly give a complete collection, of the ivhole of the Bulletins published by 
Buonaparte. This began only in thefrst Campaign after he was Emperor. The 
form of a Bulletin being considered in foreign Cabinets as helongmg only ta 
Sovereigns* 


CAMPAIGN IN GERMANY OF iBOg, 


THIRTEENTH BULLETIN.--.eon?mj£ecI/fom oin* last 
THE archduke John, who, so short a time since in the excess of his pre- 
sumption, degraded himself by his letter to the duke of Ragusa, evacuated 
Gratzyesterday, the 27th, taking with hiai hardly 25, or SO, GOO men, of the fine 
army with which he entered Italic Arrogance, insults, excitements to revolt, 
all his actions, wliich bear the stamp of rage, have turned to his shame.— 
The people of Italy have eoiiducted themselves as the people of Als«ace, Nor* 
inandy, or J3aiiphine, would have done.— On the retreat of our soldiers, they 
accompanied them \vith their, vows and their tears, and led individuals •■who 
had lost their way, by bye-paths, five days march to their army; and when 
any French or Italian prisoners were brought by the enemy i,uto dieir towns 
or villages, the inhabitants brought them assistance, and during the. night en-. 
deavoiired to disguise them and assist them in their flight. — The.proelaiiiationB’ 
and the discourses of the archduke John inspired only contempt and scorn, 
and it would be difficult to describe the joy of the people of the Piave, the 
Taglimento, and of the Frioul, Avhen they saw the army of the ■•enemy dying- 
ill disorder, and the army of the sovereign and the country returning’ ip triumph. 
^—Wheii the papers were examined whidi belonged to the iatendant of the 
Austrian army, who was at the head both of the government a.nd the police, ^ 
and which were taken at Padua, in four carriages, the' proof of the love which 
the people ,of Italy bear to the Emperor -was then discovered. ’ Every body 
refused' the places offered them; no one was willing- to ■serve; Austria; and 
among seven miilionsof men, who compose the population - of the, kingdom^ 
the enemy could not find more than three , wretches who. did not repel seduc- 
tion.— The regiments of Italy, who had distinguished ' themselves in Poland, 
and wdio had emulated in the campaign in Catalonia, ..the-most ancient French 
canip-aigiis, covered themselves ivith glory , in every -engagemerit.- ,- The people 
#f Italy are marching with rapid strides to, the last period of a happy change, 
VoL. lY.' No.' 20. ■ T ■ - ■ ■ ■ 
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That beautiful part of tlie Continent, to which are attached so many great 
and illustrious recollections, which the Court of Rome, that swarm of monkSj, 
and its own divisions, had ruined, is appearing with honour again on the 
theatre of Europe*— All tiie details which reach us of the Austrian army sliew„ 
that on the Slst and 22nd its loss was enormous. The choice troops of the 
army have perished. The good folks of Vienna say, that the manoeuvres of 
gen. Danube savedtlie Austrian- army— The Tyrol and tlie-Voralberg are 
completely subjected. Caniiola, Styria,, Carinthia, the territory of Saltzbnrg^ 
Upper and Lower Austria, are pacified and disarmed — ^Trieste, that city 
where the French and Italians suffered so many insults, has been occupied. 
One circumstance in the capture of Trieste,' has been most agreeable to the 
Emperor — ^the delivery of the Russian squadron. It had received, orders to 
fit out for Ancona, but, detained by contrary winds, it remained in the power 
of the Austrians. — ^The junction of the army of Dalmatia will soon take place* 
The duke of Ragusa began his inarch as soon as he heard that the army of 
Italy was on the Isomzo. it is hoped that it will arrive at Lay bach before the 
5th of June— The robber Schill, who assumed, and with reason, the title of 
general in the service of England, after having prostituted the name of the 
king of Prussia, as the satellites of England prostitute that of Ferdinand at 
Seville, has been pursued and chased into an island of the Elbe.— .The king of 
Westphalia, independently of 15,000 men of his own troops, had a Dutch di- 
vision and a French division 5 and the duke of Valmy has already united at 
Hanau two divisions of the corps of observation, commanded by general® 
Rivaud and Despeaux, and composed of the brigades Lameth, Clement, Tau- 
pin, and Vaufieland. — ^The rage of the princes of the house of Lorraine 
against Vienna may be painted with one stroke. The capital is fed by 40 
mills, raised on the left bank of the river. They have removed and destroyed 
them. 

FOURTEENTH BULLETIN, 

Ebersdorf, June 1. — The bridges upon the Danube 'are completely re® 
established ; to these have been added a flying bridge; and all the necessary 
materials are preparing for another bridge of floats. Seven machines are em- 
ployed to drive in the piles, but the Danube being in many places 24 and 2i 
feet in depth, much time is spent in order to fix the anchors, when the ma- 
chines are displaced. However, our works are advancing, and will be finished 
ip a short time. The gen. of brigade of engineers, Lazowski, is employed 
on the left bank upon a tete-de-pont of i,6oo toises in extent, and which will 

he surrounded by a trench full • of running water ^The 44th crew of the 

flotilla of Boulogne, commanded by the captain de vaisseaa Baste, iS: arrived, 
A great number of boats, cruizing in the river about the islands, protect the 
bridge and render great service. The battalion of marine workmen labour in 
the construction of little armed vessels, which will serve completely to com- 
mand the river— After the defeat of the corps of gen. Jellachich, M. Matthieii^ 
capt.-adjutant of ' the staff of the army of Italy, was sent' with an orderly dra- 
goon upon the road to Saltzburgb, who having successively metwitli a column 
of 050 troops of the line, and a column of 2,000 militia, both of whom were 
■cut off, and had lost'their way ; they, on being summoned to surrender, laid 
down their arms. The general of division Lauriston' is arrived at Oldenburgh, 
the 'first country town 'of Hungary, with a strong" advanced guard. ■ There 

appear® to be 'Some ferment in Hungary^ where men’s' minds are divided^ the 
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greater part of them not seeming favourable to Austria. The general of divi- 
sion Easalle has his head-quarters opposite toBesbourgb, and pushes his posts to 
Alteii borough, and Bhaab. Three divisions of the army of Italy are arrived at 
Neustadt The Viceroy has been for the last two days at the head-quarters of 
the Emperor. General Macdonald, who commands one of the corps of the 
army of Italy, has entered Gratz, There have been found in this capital of 
Styria immense magazines of provisions, clothing, and equipments of every 
kind. The duke of Dantzic is at Lintz. The prince of Ponte Corvo is 
inarching to Vienna. The general of division Vandamme, with the Wirtem* 
burghers, is arrived at Polten, Mautern, and Crems. Tranquillity reigns 
in the Tyrol ; cut off by the movements of the duke of Dantzic and of the 
army of Italy, all the Austrians who have engaged in that point have been 
destroyed , some by the duke of Dantzic, others, such as the corps of Jella- 
chich, by the army of Italy. Those who were in Swabia had no other re- 
source than to endeavour to cross Germany as partisans, directing their march 
by the Upper Palatinate. They formed a small column of infantry and ca- 
valry, which, after escaping from Lindau, was met by col. Reiset, of gen, 
Beaumont’s corps of observation. It was cutoff at Neumarck j and the whole 
column, officers and soldiers, laid down their arms, Vienna is tranquil; 
bread and wine are in abundance ; but meat, which this capital used to draw 
from the bottom of Hungary, begins to be scarce. Contrary to all reasons of 
policy and motives of humanity, the enemy do all in their power to starve 
their fellow-citizens and this city, although it contains their wives and children. 
How different is this from the conduct of our Henry IV. who supplied a city 
then hostile to us, and besieged by him, with provisions! — ^The duke of Monte- 
bello died yesterday at five in the morning. Shortly before, the Emperor 
passed an hour with him. His majesty sent his aid-de-camp for Dr. Franc, 
one of the most celebrated physicians in Europe. His w^ounds were in good 
condition, but a dangerous fever had made in the course of a few hours the 
most fatal progress. All the assistance of art was useless. His majesty or- 
dered that the body of the duke of Montebello should be embalmed, and 
conveyed to Franc®, there to receive the honours that are due to his elevated 
rank and eminent services. Thus died one of the most distinguished soldiers 
that France ever produced. In the many battles in which he was engaged, h© 
had received IS wounds. The Emperor was deeply afflicted by this loss, which 
will be felt by all' France. 

FIFTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Ebersoorf, Jiim 9.— ‘The army of Dalmatia has obtained the greatest 
luccess. It has defeated all that it has opposed in the battles of Moiit-Ki’ttaj, 
Geadcliatz, Lieca, and' Attachatz.— The general in chief Sloissevitch has beea 
taken.-— The duke of Ragusa arrived on the 28th of May at Fiume, and thus 
the army of Italy has formed a junction with the grand army, of which the 
army of Dalmatia forms the right. The report of the duke of Ragusa respecting 
these different events shall be published.— On the 28th, an English squadron, 
(fionsistieg of four ships of the line, two frigates, and a sloop, appeared before 
• Triest, with an intention of taking the Russian squadron. — General count 
Gopaulle had just arrived at that port. As the towii was disarmed, the Russian® 
landed 40 pieces of can non, 24 of which were 36-pounders, and l6of24. 
They have placed their cannon on a battery under which the Russian squadron 
came to anchor with springs' ohtheir cables. ' Eyeryihihg was ready to receive 
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the enemy, who seeing, that he had failed in his design, went off. One thou- 
sand Austrians, having passed from Krems to the right bank of the Danube^ 
have been destroyed by the Wirtemberg troops, which look 60 of them pri- 
soners. 

SIXTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Eber.s.oorf, 4.----The enemy had thrown upon the right bank of the 
Danube, opposite to Presburg, a body of 9000 men who entrenched themselves 
in the village of Engorau. The duke of Auerstadt attacked them yesterday 
with the sliarp-sliooters of Hesse Darmstadt, supported by the 12l.h regiment 
of infantry of the line. The village was speedily carried. A major and eight 
other officers of Beaulieu’s regiment (one of them the grandson of field-mar- 
. shal Beainieo) and 400 privates, were made prisoners. The rest of this regi- 
ment w' ere killed, wounded, or driven into the water. The remains, of the 
enemy’s corps found in an island the necessary protection for their re-crossiog 
the river. The sharp-shooters of Hesse Darmstadt acquitted themselves ex- 
tremely well. The Viceroy of Italy has returned to his army, and for the pre- 
sent has his head-quarters at Oedenburgh, in Hungary — All the yaluable ef- 
fects belonging to the court have been conveyed from Ofen, to Feterwaradio, 
on the frontiers of Servia. The empress has also repaired thither. The duke 
of Bag lisa has arrived at Lay bach. General Macdonald is master of Gratz, 

having reduced the castle, which seemed disposed to make some resistance,— -la. 
the battle of Esling, on the 21st and 22d of last month, brigadier gen. Fou!er$ 
was woLuided, in making a charge, and thrown from his horse. A similar 
accident befel the gen. of division, Durosnel, aid-de-camp to the Emperor, as 
he was carrying orders to a division of cuirassiers who were charging the ene«. 
my. We have had the satisfaction of learning that both these generals, and 
150 soldiers whom we gave up for lost, were only wounded, and that they> 
were, left lying among the corn at the moment when the, Emperor, on learning* 
that the bridges had been broken down, ordered the troops to concentrate 
, themselves between Esling and Great Aspeni. — The Danube falls, but from the 
coiitiauance of the warm weather we fear tliat it will rise again. 


SEVENTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Vienna, 8, 1809- — Colonel Gorgoli, aid-de-camp of the Emperor of 
Russia, has arrived at the Imperial head-quarters with a letter from that sove- 
reign for his majest 3 ^ He has announced that the Russian army, which is 
inarching upon Olmutz, had passed the frontiers on the 24th of May, The 
Emperor, the day before yesterday, reviewed his guard— infimtry, cavalry, and 
artillery. The inhabitants of Vienna admired the number, fine appearance, and 
excellent' condition of these -troops, — ^The Viceroy lias gone with the: army of 
Italy to Oedenburgh in Hungary, It appears that the archduke John intends 
to rally his army oiv the Raab.— The duke of Ragusa arrived with, the army of 
Dalmatia, on the.Sd of this month,, at Lay bach — The heat is very great,, and 
persons acquainted with the , Danube assure iis that in a few days it will over- 
fiow, We shall employ this time -to finish driving^ the piles, , iiid,ependent of 
the bridges of boats and rafts,— Ail . the accounts which we receive from the 
enemy state, that the towns of Presburgh, Brunn, and Enaym, are full of 

wounded. The Austrians themselves estimate their loss at 18,000 men ^Prince 

Funiatowski, with the army' of' the,d,uchy of Warsaw, is pursuing the advan- 
tages he has gained. After the taking of Sandomei, he took the fortress of 
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Zarnosa, where the eiiem? miiered a loss of 3,000 men and 30 pieces of cannoii. 
All the Poles who ^vre ra ^-he .A.iistriaii amiy desert — ^The enemy, after having 
failed before Thom, have been vig'oron sly- pursued by gen. Doutbrowski, — ^Tiie 
- archduke Fesvcliuauc! wi-l derive oothingfrom his expedition bat disgrace. He 
niust have arrived in A„ostnan Silesia with his force reduced to oiie-third.---The 
senator 'W'ibiaks has distinguished himself by .his patriotic sentiments and his 
activity. — The count de Metteroidi has arrived at Vienna, he isto be exchanged 
at the advanced posts for the Frencii legation, to whom the Austrians, contrary 
to the law of nations, had refused passports, and had sent to Pest 

This- bulletin ■ is ' followed by the details at length of the operations of the 
duke of Ragiisa’s army in Dalmatia; which state, that iie gained a victory over 
the .Austriaiis on the i 61 h of Ivicy, at Ivitta in Croatia, in which the latter lost 
■400 -killed, from 6 to 700 w-'ounded, and 500 prisonefs. And in another affair, 
on the Hth, at Oradschatz,' the French are stated to have lost 300 men, and 
Marmont was himself wounded, .Another victory is stated to have been sub- 
'•secjuently gained by the French at Gospich, which they entered on the 2Sd, 
and arrived at Fiuine on the QSth, after some skirmishes, from whence, he says, 
they were to march on the 31st, to unite with the army of Italy. In the whole 
of the actions 6,000 Aiistriaiis and Croalians are said, in this accoiuit, to have 
been put hors de comhaL The loss of the French in the affairs siibsec[uent to 
the 16th, is stated at 400 killed and wouiided. 


EIGHTEENTH BULLETIN. 

Vienna, June IS. — The division of gen. Ciiastelar which had raised the Tyrol, 
proceeded on the 4th of this month to the environs of Clagenfurth, in order to 
throw itself into Hungary. Gen. Husca marched against it, and a severe 
engagement took place, when 900 prisoners were made. Prince Eugene with 
a large corps mananivres in the centre of Hungary. For some days past the- 
Danube has risen afoot.— Gen. Graben, with a Dutch divison, having march- 
ed to Stralsund, where Schiil had entrenched himself, carried the entrench- 
ments by assault Schiil gave orders to burn the town to secure his retreat, 
but liad no time. Schil! himself was killed in the great square, near the Corps 
de Garde, and at the moment when he ded, and was endeavouring to reach 

the port in order to embark The archduke Ferdinand evacuated Warsaw 

precipitately on the M instant, so that the whole of the Grand Diidiy is aban- 
doned by the enemy’s army, whilst the troops under the command of prince 
•Foriiatowski occupy tiiree-fourths of Gallicia. ■ 


NINETEENTH BULLETIN. 

' Vienna, June I6. — The anniversary of the battle of Marengo has been ce- 
lebrated by the victory of the Eoab, which the right wing of the army, under 
the coiiimand of the Prince Viceroy, has obtained over the united corps of the 
- Archdiike John, and tlie Archduke Palatine.— Since the battle of the Piave 
the Viceroy lias pursued the A„rGliduke John -at the point of the bayonet— 
..The A.ustriaii army hoped to canton itself on the banks- of the Raab, between 
StGotliardand li-onnoncL- On the ■ 5tli - June, the’ Viceroy advanced from 
:Neustaclt, and- established Ills head-quarters- -at Oedenburgh, in - Hungary. 0 $ 
the 17th he followed up his movements, and arrived. -at Guns. Gen. Lau- 
ristoo, with his corps of observation, formed a junction with his left wing. 
.Oii' the '8th,, gen. Montbrtin, with, his division.- of -cavalry, effected the passa,ge 
rnf the; Raabnitei -near SoYenyh.aga, - rohted'SOO- cavalry of - the ■Hungariaii-hi- 
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forrectioiij and drove them toivards Raab. On the 9ib, the Viceroy proceeded 
towards Sarvar, Tlie cavalry of gen. Grouchy fell in with the enemy’s rear« 
guard at Vasvar^ and made some prisoners. On the lOtli^ gen, Macdonald 
anived from Gratz atKormoiid. On the lllh, gen. Grenier came up at Ka^ 
rako with a column of the enemy’s dank corps which defended the bridge^ 
HCy however^ passed the river in force. Gen. Debroc made a brilliant charge 
with the 9th hussars upon a battalion of 400 men, SOO of whom were made 
prisoners. On the ISlii the army passed the bridge of Merse near Papa. The 
Viceroy? fropi a heiglit, observed the whole hostile army in battle array. Gen* 

■ Montbniii sdebouclied in the plain, and charged the enemy’® cavalry, which he 
completely overthrew, after having made many skilful mcoGsuvres. The 
enemy had already begun to retreat ; the Viceroy passed the night at Papa. Oa 
the iStli, at five a. m. the army marched towards Raab. Our cavalry and the 
Austrians shewed themselves near the village of Szanaclu The eiiemy were 
defeated, and we took 400 prisoners. TJie Archduke John having united with 
the Archduke Palatine, took a fine: position upon some heights, the right wing 
rested upon Raab, a fortified town, and the left covering the road of Comoro* 
another strong place in Hungary.— On the 14th, at It p. m. the Viceroy drew 
up his army in order of battle, and with 35,000 men attacked 50,000 of the 
enemy. But the zeal of our troops was animated by the recollection of the 
memorable victory which had, sanctified this da}^ Ail the soldiers shouted 
with joy when they saw the enemy, who were placed in three lines, consisting 
of from SO to 25,000 men of the remains of the fine army of Italy, which had 
already imagined itself master of Italy j of 10,000 men under gen. Haddick j 
of 5 or 6,000 men of the remains of Jellachich’s corps, and the corps of the 
Tyrol which had joined the army through the passes of Cariuthia j of 10 or 
12,000 of the Hungarian insurrection — ^The Viceroy placed gen. Moiitbruo’s 
cavalry, the brigade of gen. Colbert, and the cavalry of gen. Grouchy, on his 
right wing ; the corps of gen. Grenier formed two platoons, whereof gen» 
Serre’s division was the right one. — In the advanced guard an Italian divisions, 
commanded by gen. Baraguay d’Hilliers, formed a third platoon. The reserve 
of gen, Puthod formed the reserve ; geu. Lauriston, with his corps of observa* 
tioE, supported by geo. Sahuc, formed the extremity of the left wing, and 
watched Raab. At two in the afternoon the cannonade began. At three our 
second and third platoons were engaged. The lire from the musketry was 
severe. The first line of the enemy was overthrown $ but the second with«- 
stood for a moment the shock of -our first division, which being speedily r€iii» 
forced, also overthrew the line of the enemy. The enemy’s reserve then ap® 
peared. Oh his side the Viceroy, who followed all hi® movements, advanced 
witliliis reserve.' The' fine position of the Asistrlans was taken,, and at Ibur 
the victory was decisive. ■ The .enemy, who, were in complete disorder, could' 
not ea.sily unite, so that in no way was., the. movement of' our cavalry ob® 
ftroctcd. Three thousand prisoners, six pieces of- cannon, are the iBeaioriali 
of this achievement. The enemy left 3,000 dead on th®-fjeld~of battle, aiaosg 
-whom is-a major-general. . Our loss amounts to.a'bout 900 kilfedaad wouoded. 
Among the first is col Thierry and among the latter, brigadier-gen. Valen- 
, line .and col Expert— The field of battle had long been . pitched ' upon'' by the 
inemy, who had determined-, to make a stand In that- fine ’position. On The 
15th he was closely pursued on the road of Comorn - and Pest The inhabit® 
aatsof the country rem.ain,tranquil, and, take no part In the wan The Em® 
peror’® ProGlamatian has set. men’s , minds- r.efiecting.:; It- is -know-ii that - the 
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Hungarian, nation always desired, its independence. Tke part of the Insiir- 
rectioii which is now with the army was raised by the last Diet 5 it is 
arms, and does doty. 


TWENTIETH BULLETIN. 

Vienna, June SO.' — ^When the news of the victory of Raab arrived: at Buda, 
the Empress immediately left it. The enemy’s army was pursued, during the 
15 th and l6th. It passed the Danube over the bridge of Cornorn. The town 
of Raab has been invested 5 we hope to be masters of it in a few days. We 
have taken : the entrenched camp of Raab, which will contain 100,000 men. 
The enemy inimdate the country with false reports 5^ this is part of the sys- 
tem adopted for stirring up the lower classes. M, De Metternich left Vienna 
on the ISth. He will 'be exchanged for M. Doclun and tlie officers of the 
French Legation. Prince Gallitzen entered Gallicia on the Sd, iii' tliree 
coluaiBS. ■ • 

Imperial dated Wienm^ \ 7 tli 3 Iay 9 froclaimed in all the p-nUic 

■ Squares ■ and Blarket-places of the City. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, &c, taking into consideration that when 
Charlemagne, Emperor of the French, and our sublime predecessor, endo7/ed 
the bishops of Rome with various lands, they were given as defs to maintahi the 
peace of Ms subjects, and that Rome did not therefore cease to form a part of 
his empire : Considering further, that since that time the union of spintual 
and temporal powder has been, and still is, the source of dissention ; that the 
Popes have but too frequently availed themselves of the one, to support their 
pretensions to the other; and that with spiritual concerns, which are in their 
nature immutable, have been confounded worldly affiairs, which change 
with the circumstances and politics of the times:— Considering finally, that 
it is in vain to attempt to reconcile with the temporal pretensions' of the Pope,, 
all that we have , concerted for the security of our army, the repose and pros- 
perity of the iiationsover which we reign, and the dignity and inviolability of 
our empire, 

,We have decreed, and do decree as follows 

.Art. I.— The Papal territory is united with the French empire.—®. The city 
of : Rome, illustrious for the rocollectioii it recals, and for the monimieiits 
'which it contains, is declared to be a Fas® anb Imperiai. City. Its govern- 
ment and administration shall be fixed by a particular decree^— The mo» 
numents of Roman greatness shall be maintained and preserved at the expence 
" of our treasury.— 4. The public debt is declared to be the debt of the empire. 
—5. The revenue of the Po,pe shall be ^ fixed at two millions of francs, free ■ 
from all charges and contributions,— 6. The property and palaces of his Holi- 
ness shall be subject to no imposition, jurisdiction, or visitation, and' shall be-' 

' sides enjoy especial prerogatives.— 7 . An Extraordinary Consulta shall, on 
the 1st of June, take possession in our name of the Papal dominions, and adopt' 
measures that on the: 1st of January, 1810 , the Constitutional Government 
take effect " ; , (Signed) ' Nafoeeon. 

Another Decree of the same date establishes an Extraordinary Coosulta, 
.consisting of' the following members: Miollis, governor-general, President,; 
Salcette, minister o:f the King of Naples ; Degerando, Jaiinet, Del Pozzo, and 
D.ebalde, Secretaries. , .This Consulta is.ordered to'take- possession of the Pa-, 
pal territoryj 'sQ', that’ the transition' from the o.ld ;to the-new order of ihiiigi 
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iHsy bc! uBp6rceivGd.---‘Tb6D follows a ProclRiuatioii of tlic Coosultti after its in** 
stallatioii to, the Romans, , congratulating them .upoir the ctiaoge in their., 
situation* ... 

TWENTY-FIRST BULLETIN. 

¥tEHN.A, June — An aid-de-carap. of prince Joseph Fooiatowski is arrived 

at' the head quarters of the army of the Grand Duchy. On the 10th of thi® 

moil til, prince Serge Galitziri was to be at Lublin, and has advanced to San- 
domir.— The enemy pleases himself in spreading ephemeral Bulietios, in which 
he always boasts of victory. According to his account he took 20,000 mus- 
kets,, and 2,000 cuirassiers in the battle of E.s!ing. He says, that on the 21st 
and he was master of the held of battle; he has caused .to be piloted, and 
circulated an engraving of that battle, in which we see him striding over both ^ 
shoresj, and his batteries traversing the islands and the field of battle in every 
direction. He also imagines a battle which he calls the battle of Ketsee, in 
whicli a number of French have been killed or ta.keo. These ch.ildish report® 
hawked about by small columns, like that of Schill, are tactics employed to, 
unquiet and rouse the couutry. — General Marziarus, who was made prisoner 
in the battle of Raab, has arrived at the head quarters. He says, that since 
the battle of the Piave, the Archduke John has lost two thirds of his army: 
that he afterwards received recruits, which scarcely' filled the vacancies, and 
who do not imderstaod the use of arms. — He reckons the loss of the Archduke 
John, and Palatine, io the battle of the Raab, at 12,000 men. According to 
ike report of the Hungarian prisoners, the Palatine was on that day the first to 
take to flight.-- Some persons seem to wish to put io opposition the force of 
the Austrian army at Esling, estimated at 90,000 men, with the 80,000 men 
which have been made prisoners since the opening of the campaign! — They 
have shewn very little refiection. The Ar^striaa army entered upon the cam^ 
paign with nine corps of, 40,000 men eacli ; and they had in the interior, corps 
of recruits and iandwehrs : so that Austria really had more than 400,000 mea ' 
under arms. — From the battle of Abersherg, to the taking of Vienna, they 
reckon that in Italy and 'Poland we have ta'ken 100,000 prisoners from, the 
enemy, and he has lost 100,000 iiieii in killed, d^^ser'i•ecl and dispersed. There 
still remalr's therefore to him, 200,000 men, distributed as follow : — The arch- 
duke John had, in the' battle of Raab, 50,000 men. The principal Austrian 
army was previous to the battle of Esiing, 90,000 men. There remained, 25,000 
men with the Archduke Ferdinand at Warsaw, and 25,000 men’ were dispersed ' 
in the Tyrol and Croatia, and spread in 'hands on the confines of Bohemia.—. 
The Austrian army at Esliog,.was composed of the first corps, comniaiKled'. by 
gC'E. Bellegarde, the only one which had .not been engaged, and which was 
still, entire, and the wrecks of the Sd, Jd,,4th, 5th, and 6th corps, which had 
. been crushed in the preceding battles. .If these corps had suffered no loss, and 
had united such as they were at the . commencement of the ■ campaign, they 
would have formed 240,000 men. The enemy had no more than 90,000 ; thus 
we see how enormous the losses are. . which they have suffered.— When the 
Archduke John entered on'tlie campaign, his army w%as composed of the 8th 
and 9th corps amoiiiiting to 80,000, iifie.ii. . , At Eaab he had only 50,000. But 
in these 50,000 were comprised 15,000 Hungarians of the insurrection . His 
loss was therefore really 45,000 men. . The Archduke Ferdinand entered War. 
saw, with the 7th corps, consisting of 40,000 meii. He is, reduced, to 25,000® 
His loss is therefore 15,000 men. We will see how these different calcuktioM 
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Qr6 iwrcIg tinCi vcrificcl.— — The Viceroy liss^ 30,000 Treiicli, bcuten st RtOib. 

50,000 meo. At Esliiig 90,000 men have been beaten and restrained by 
^0,000 French, who would have completely routed and destroyed them, if the 
carrying away of the bridges had not caused a want of ammunition.—Tiie 
great efforts of Austria have been the result of paper money, and the resolution 
of the Austrian government to risk all. In the danger of bankniptcy, wdiich 
would have brought about a revolution, she has preferred to add 500 millions 
to the mass of her paper money, and try a last effort to have it circulated 
through Germany, Italy, and Poland. It is very probable that this considenv 
tioii has influenced, more than any other, her determhiations. — Not a single 

regiment has been drawn from Spain, except the Imperial Guard Gem 

count Laiiriston continues the siege of Raab with the greatest activity: the 
town has been on fire for twenty-four hours, and this army, which at Esiing 
has gained so great a victory, that she took SO, 000 muskets, and S,000 cuiras- 
ses 5 that army wiiich at Ketsee, killed so many, and made so many prisoners 5 
that army which, accordinig to its apocryphal Bulletins, has gained such great 
advantages at the battle of Raab, tranquilly sees its principal places besieged and 
burnt, Hungary inundated by parties, and to save its empress, its dicasteus, all 
the precious effects of government, have removed them to the frontiers of 
Turkey, and to the utmost extremity of Europe. — An Austrian major had the 
temerity to cross the Danube at the mouth of the March, in two boats. Gem 
Villy Vieuxmethim wdlh some companies, drove him into the water, and mad(|. 
40 prisoners* 


TWENTY-SECOND BULLETIN* 

Vienna, J'm2c 24. 

Raab has capitulated. This city forms an excellent position in the centre of 
Hungary; it is defended by bastions; its ditches are full of water, and an in- 
undation covers apart of it. It is situated at the confluence of three rivers: 
it resembles, on a small scale, the reduction of the grand intrenched camp, 
where the enemy hoped to assemble and exercise the Hungarian insurrection, 
and where he had constructed immense w'orks. The garrison, 1,800 strong, 
wasinsuflicient. The enemy intended to have left 5,000 men, but by the 
battle of Raab, his army was separated from that place. The city has suffered 
considerably from a bombardment of eight days, which has destroyed its 
finest edifices; all that could be said as to the inutility of a defence was inef* 
fectual : it was misled by the hope of being relieved — Count Metternich, after 
liaving remained three days at the advanced posts, is returned to Vienna. The 
aecretary of embassy, Dudon, and the persons attached to the allied legations, 
who had not wdllidrawn previous to the capture of Vienna, were set free on 
the confines of Hungary, when intelligence of the loss of tlie' battle of Raab-, 
reached Buda*— -Two battalions of landw'^ehr, two squadrons of uhlans, and 
one battalion of troops of the line, forming together 2,500 men, have entered 
Bayreuth. -They have, as usual, distributed proclamations, and endeavoured, 
to excite insurrections. At tlie same time,, general xAmende entered .Dresdea : 
with three battalions of the line, three battalions of landwehr, and a collection; : 
Of men . raised, -by the duke of Brunswick, and ■ some sr|uadrons'. of cavalry 
drawn from different corps, forming in the whole from, 7 to. 8,000 ..men,-— The. 
king of Westphalia lias joined th e 10th corps, and is on his march. The duke, 
of Valoiy has put in motion the advanced guard of the army of, reserve which:,., 
lie, c.ommanded* 

You IV, Np. 2Q. ' 
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[Here follovrs the caplta^aticn of' Raab, dated SSd of June, by wliicb it is 
©p:ree<L that Use garrison shall march out with tlie liorioursof war, asid deposit 
tlicir ariTss on tlie glacis, if not relieved by four o’clock in the asterisoosj of the 
24tl) 5 they are afterwards to proceed to Comoru, and are not to serve agsiiiist 
France or lurr allies during. the %var, or li.li regidarh^ exchangee! : the ofiicerS'- 
to retain their horses and swords, and the soldiers tijeir koapsanrks, 

(Signed) ' iVlE&Giw., Acl. Commaiiclaiite. 

Doiinx, Major. 

(Approved) LAURisTax. 

Ditto Fechy, Col. Cora, of Raab.] 


TWENTY-THIRD BULLETIN. 

Vienna, On t.he 2hth of this month his Majesty reviewed a great 

number of troops on llie heights of Schoenbrunn. There was observ ed a hne 
line of 8,000 cavalry, of winch the guard formed a part, mid in wliieii there was 
only one regiment of cuirassjers. There was also a line of 200 pieces of cannon. 
The appearance and martial air of the troops excited the admiration of the. 

spectators On Saturday the 24th, at four o’clock io the afternoon, our troops 

entered iLiab'; on the 25th, the garrison, prisoners of warg set out Accord- 
ing to an estimate made, they are found to amount to 2, oOO iiien. Bis Ma- 
jesty has given to the -general of division, Nation ne, the command of this 
place, and of all the Hungarian states surrendered to the French arms.— The 
duke of Auerstadt is before Presburg. — The eiicmy -works at tire fort id cation ; 
it vvas intimated to iii-rn to cease from his works, unless he wished to draw 
upon the peaceable inhabitants the greatest misfortunes : he took no notice of 
it; 4,000 bombs and obiises have compelled him to renoonce his project 
but the lire broke out in this unfortunate city, and several quarters have been 
burnt — The duke of Ragusn, with the army of Dalmatia, passed the, Drave' 
on the 22dp and marched to Gratz. On Oie 24th gen. Yanfkmine embarked 
■ 300 W'urtemburgiiers, coiiimanded by major Kichler, at M'olli, io order to 
throw tiiemselves upon the opposite shore and gain intelligence, Tiie de- 
barkation has been effected. These troops routed two 'cornpaiues of the 
enemy, and took two officers and eighty men, of the regiment of Mitrowski,, 
priijioners. — The prince: of Ponte Corvo, and the B'axon army, are at St. Polten. 
The duke ofDantzic, %vho is at Lintz, ordered geo. Waile to reconnoitre on 
the left bank. All the enemy’s posts were driven- in; several officers and 
twH^rity men were taken. The object of this reconnoitring was also to procure 
intelligence. — The city ofYienna is plentifully ftirnished with, meat ; the sup» 
ply of bread is more difficult, on account of the impediments io grinding. In 
respect of the subsistence of the army, it is secured for six months ; it has 
. wi.'ne and vegetables in abundance. 'The wines of tlie cellars of the convents" 
have been placed, in a magazine, to furnish distributions to the army. Seve-' 

ral inillioos of bottles have there been collected On the 10th of April, at 

the very time when the Austrian general. prostituted his character, and spread.- 
a -snare tor the king of Bavaria,- by writing a letter which ha.s appeared in all 
the public papers, gen. Chaste] lar excited' the Tyrol to insurrection, and sur- - 
prised 700 French conscripts who were going to Augsborgli, where their re- - 
gime.nts were, and who were- marching in the coiitidence -of peace— obliged to 
surrender and made prisoners, they .were massacred. .Among them we.re 80 
Belgians, „ boni in. the same town as- .'Chastellar.— Eighteen luind red Bavarians 
made prisoners at the same time, were also massacred, Chasteliar, who com- ; 
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manded, was witiiess to these horrors.; He not only made no opposition to 
them, but he is accused of having smiled at the massacre, hoping that the Ty» 
roliaos, having to dread the vengeance due to a crime which they could not 
hope would be pardoned,, must be more firmly engaged in their rebellion. 
When ills Majesty was made acquainted wdth these atrocities, he found him- 
self in a difScult situation. If he had chosen to have recourse to reprisals, SO 
generals, 1,000 officers, and 80,000 men, made prisoners during the montii of 
April, might have satished the manes of the tmhappy French, so cowardly 
butchered. But prisoners do not appertain to the power for whom they have 
fought ; they are under the safeguard of the honour and' generosity of the tia^ 
tion which has disarmed them. His Majesty considered Chastellar as acting 
without being authorized ; for, notwithstanding the furious proclamations and 
violent language of the princes of the House of Lorraine, it was impossible to 
believe' they con'd approve such crimes; his Majesty, inconsequence, pub- 
lished the following. 

Order of the JDa?/, 

Imperial head-quarters, Eos, May 5, 1809,-— By order of the Emperor,, ^ 
the person narried 'Chastellar, stiling himself a general in the service ot' Au- 
stria, the mover of the insurrection in the Tyrol, charged with beiiig the au- 
'thor of the massacres committed on the Bavarian and French prisoners by the 
insurgents, upon being made prisoner, be carried immediately before the 
Biiiitary commission, and if judged guilty, be shot within 24 hours. The 
Prince of Nkufc HAT E'L, Vice Constable. Major-general A:lexa'.'>{'db.k.”' 

At the battle -of Eslin, gen. Durosnel carrying an order to ,an advanced 
squadron, i.vas made prisoner by 25 uhlans. The emperor of A-Ustria,, proud 
of so easy a triumph, caused to be publisiieci an Order of the Day, conceived 
in the following terms : — 

€op^/ of a Letter from Ms mtjesty the Emperor of Austria, to Prince Charles^ 

’ WotKEHsimR'F, May ^5, ISOg.— My dear brother pi have leirT^ed that 
the emperor Napoleon has declared the. marquis of Chastellar out of the pro» 
tectioii of the law of nations. This unjust conduct, contrary to the usages of 
nations, and of which there is no example in the latter periods of history,, 
■obliges me to have recourse to rep.Eisals, and in. consequence I order, that' -ge- 
nerals Durosnel and Foolers shall be kept as hostages, to undergo the same 
fate and same treatment as the emperor Napoleon shall make g'eo. Chastellar ' 
suffer. It is repugnant. to my feelings to give. such an ordeiq but I owe it to 
mv brave warriors, and to .my brave . people, who may be exposed to a similar 
.fate, while fulfilling their duties with ardent' fidelity. I charge' you to make 
known this letter to the army, and to send it by a flag of truce to the .majors 
general of :ihe emperor Napoleon. (Signed) Francis,” 

“ As soon as this order of the day came to the kiiowledge of his majesty, he 
ordered'the arrest of the prince Colloredo, prince Metteraich, count Pergett, 
.and count Harddick, and that they should be conveyed France, to answer for 
the lives of generals DiirosaeI a..nd Foolers.'' The major-general wrote to the 
.eMef of the staff of the Aiistriaii army’ the followiiig letter : — 


To the major •‘ge^ef ill of the 'Austrian army, 

Schoenbritnn, J'Rne 6, 1 — His majesty the Emperor has been 
made acquainted .with an order giveii the emperor hrancis, which declaies 
the'F.rench generals Durosnel and Foolers,, ■whom .the .cii’cmnstaiices of war 
liave placed in hispower^j shall answer for the puiu'shment which the laws o| 
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isistice may inflict on monsieiu* Cbastellar, who has put himself at the head of 
the iosiirgeots of the Tyrol, and who has permitted the murder of 700 French 
prisoner, and between 18 and 1000 Bavarians, a crime unheard of in the his- 
tory of iratioos, and which might have caused a terrible reprisal on 40 field- 
marshal lieuteiraots, S6 major-generals, more than 300 colonels or majors,, ' 
1200 otiicers; and 80,000 soldiers, if his majesty did not consider prisoners as 
placed under Ills faith and honour, and had not besides proofs that the Austrian 
oiiicers in the Tyrol have been as indignant at the action as ourselves.— -Hi» 
majesty, however, has ordered that prince ColJoreclo, prince Metteroich, count 
Frederick Harddiok and count Pergett, shall be arrested^^ and conveyed to 
France, to answer for t!)e safety of generals Durosnel and Foulers, threatened,, 
by tlic order of the day of your sovereign ; these officers may die, sir— but they 
shall not 'die vvithout being revenged-— this vengeance shall not fall on any pri- 
soners, bot on the .relatives of those who shall order their death.— As to i\'L 
Cliastcllar, he is not yet in the power of the army ; but if he should be taken,, 
you may be assured that he will be delivered to a military commission, and that 
ins trial will take place. — I request your Excellency to believe the sentiment# 
lof my high consideration. Alexander.’* 

The city of Vienna and the states of Lower Austria solicited the clemency of 
Ins majesty, and requested to send a deputation to the Emperor Francis, to 
convince him of the. impropriety of tlie proceeding with respect to the gene- 
rals Durosnel and Foulers, to represent that Chastellar was not condemned^ 
that he wms not arrested, but only accused before the tribunals, tliatthe fathers* 
waives, children and property of the Austrian generals were in the hands of tlie 
French, and that the French army was determined, if a single prisoner was 
put to death, to make an example, of whicli posterity should long preserve the 
re memb ranee. The esteem which his majesty entertains for the good inhabi- 
tants of Vienna and thestates, determined him to accede to this request. He 
granted permission to M. M. Colloredo, Metternich, Harcldick and Pergett to 
remain at Vienna, and to the deputation to set out for the head-quarters of the 
emperor of Austria. This deputation has returned. The Emperor Francis 
has replied to these representatiosis, thathe was ignorant of the massacre ofthe 
French prisoners in tlie Tyrol, that he pitied tlie miseries of the capital and the 
provincevS, tliat Ids ministers had deceived him, occ. &c. See, The deputies re- 
minded him, that all prudent men saw with pain the existence of a handful of 
intriguers, w'no by the measures they advised, the proclamations, orders of the 
4ay, &c. which they caused to be adopted, endeavour only to foment passion^' 
and hatred, and to exasperate an enemy who is master of Croatia, Camiolas. 
■Caririthia, Sty ria, Upper and Lower Austria, the capital of the Empire, and a 
great [lart of Hungary — that the sentiments of the emperor for Isis subjects 
flight to incline him to calm rather than irritate the conqueror, and to give to 
war the character natural toil among civilized nations, since it is in the power 
ofthe conqueror to render more heavy the evils which press on the half of the 
monarchy. It is said that the emperor Francis conceived that tlie greater pari 
of the papers mentioned by the deputies were fictitious, and that those, the 
■existence of winch was not denied, were more moderate; that the editors were 
besides French clerks, and that . even when these papers did contain some incoii^ 
venient tilings, they were not perceived till the mischief was clone. If thi^* 
answer, which is publicly reported, is authentic, we have one observation to 
inake:-— It is impossible not., to perceive the influence of England ; for this' 
small number of men, traitors to their country, are certainly in the, pay of that 
power.— -V' hen the deputies went - to Buda, they saw the empress, Sheliacl. 
.been obligee! to leave this city some days before. They found her dispirited, 
altered., a.ncl in . consternation at- the, evils which .threatened her house,. The 
opinion of the monarchy is extremely unfavouraWe to the family of this prin ^ 

, -cess, it was that fiimily which excited the war. The archduke Palatine, and' 
the archduke Uegnier, are the only Austrian princes who defended the main- 
tciiance of the peace, ^ The- empress was far from - foreseeing the events that 
have taken place. ^ She has '.shed many tears; she has shewn great alarm at 
. the tliick c.ioiid which, covers the future. 'Shcspolce of peace ; sh-e requested 
peace ; she conjured tlie deputies to speak to the emperor in favour of peace. 
They reported that the conduct ofthe archduke Maximilian had been clisowned-j, 
aiKI that the emperor had 'sent him.1nto.the interior ofHungary,. . 

( To be conMmie^, J 
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Wdr Officey Oct. 14 . 

sd Garrison 13011 .-— To be Captains of companies. — Lieutenant Carlisle Pollock^ 
-from tlie. 27tb Foot; Lieutenant Henry Somerset, from the I8th light Dragoons. 

To be Lieutenants— Lieutenant and Adjutant Wilkinson, from the Cavalry Depot 
at Maidstone ; Ensigns J. H. Taggart, Benjamin Barrie, from the 67th Foot ; R. 
W. Lambreeht, from the 43 d Foot ; Anthony Donoghue, from the 8 1 st Foot 5 
Edward James O’Brien, from the 7ist Foot ; Thomas Lewis, from the 89th Foot. 

To be Ensign — William Edward Alured Elliot, Gent, vice Taggart. 

To be Paymaster— Paymaster Adam Gordon Geddes, from half-pay of the 22d 
.-'Foot. 

To be Assistant-Surgeon — Assistant Surgeon James Kennedyj'from half pay of the 
4 lst Foot. 

3d Royal Veteran Battalion — Lieutenant Robert Nicholson, from balf-pay, as 
Adjutant of a Recruiting District, to be Lieutenant, vice Robertson, placed on the 
retired list.. 

5th Ditto— Quarter-Master Richard Jefferson, from the 1st Regiment of Life 
Guards, to be Lieutenant, vice Squair, whose appointment has not taken place. 

6th DAto— Lieutenant Thomas Dillon, from half-pay of the late 2d Garrison 
Battalion, to be Lieuteoant, vice Taylor, whose appointment has not taken place. 

8th Ditto — Serjeant- Major John Gardner, of the late 3d Royal Veteran Batlalion, 
to be Ensign ; Paymaster Philip Jean, from the half-pay of the 98th Foot, to be 
Paymaster. 

Nova Scotia Fencibles— E. T. P, I-!iosbelwood,Gent. to be Ensign, without pur- 
chase, vice, Howe, promoted. 

Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles — Serjeant-Major Jeremiah Levingstone to b« 
Adjutant (with the rank of Ensign), vice Blair, who resigns the Adjutancy only, 

, New Brunswick Fencibles— Ensign. Alexander Mackenzie to be Lieutenant, vice 
Keoab, promoted ; George Bliss, Gent, to be Ensign, without purchase^ vie©’ 

Mincliin, promoted, 

BTAFF. 

Assistant-Commisiary-General Charles John Forbes to be Deputy Commissarf 
General to the Forces ; J. Lewis, Gent, to be Dep.-As.-Com.-Gen, to the Forces. 

.. De Roir.s Regiment— Ensign Xavier Kmith to. be Lieutenant, without purchase^ 
vice D’ErlacIi who resigns; Adolf Hanser, Gent, to be Ensign, vice Smith. 

’ , Meiiron’s Regiment— John BPNabb Gent, to be Ensign, without purchase, vice 
Ros, appointed to the 103 d Foot. ^ ■ ■ 

York Light Infantry Volunteers— .Assistant-Surgeon John. Reid, from the lOist 
Foot, to' be Assistant-Surgeon, vice Cathcart, promoted. 

The exchange between Lieutenant Edward Inge, on half pay of the isth Toot, 
and Ford, of the '5th Foot, as stated in the Gazette of the 22d July last, has not, 
taken place. 

Lieutenant Lewis 'Gasquet,' of the 1st Dragoons,. 'is .superseded| being absent 

leaye/ , '' ' : , ■ ■ , 


154 THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE. [Dec, 

■OFFICE OF OP,,BKANCE, OCTOBER, 12. 

Corps of Royal Engineers-— Gen flemen Cadets to be Second ■Lieoteparits, Tliomas 
Eempriere, vice Rer,' promoted 5 Thomas Foster, vice Covey, promoted ; George F. 
Bordes, vice Briscoe, promoted ; Fr.ancis Randolph, vice Gregory, promoted; John 
J, Hope, Joseph Townsend, VViiliam Forbes, Richard Stotherd, and Henry P„ 
Brnyeres, by augmentation ; Alexander Gordon, vice iintberford, ' promoted ^ 
Charles F. FitzgenUd, ICay, promoted; Cowper Rose, vice Page, promoted ; 
William. B. Marlow, vice Sandham, promoted. , 

' Coinmissioiis signed by the LordXieiitenantof the County of Montgomery; 

Royal Regiment of Regnlar Militia.— Second Lieutenant Charles Brown to be 
First Licuteoant, vice Flattery, appointed to the Line, 

Royal W^estern Regiment^of Local Militia — ^John Pugh, Gent, to be Qaarter« 
Master, vice Hughes, resigned. 

Montgomeryshire Yolnnteer Cavalry — J. E,,. Williames, Esq. to be Captain ; 
Martin Williams, Esq. to be ditto, vice R. Pryce, resigned; Lieutenant Edward 
Farmer to be ditto, vice J. Pryce, resigned Cornet W. P. Richards to be Liente® 
liant, vice Farmer, promoted ; Quarter-Master Edward Bryan to be, Cornet ; Thomas 
Jones Gent, to be ditto; Richard' Griiiiths, Gent, to be ditto, vice Richards, pro** 
moled. 
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From Satm*l3ag, Oct, 14 , io ®uc0a;;o, Oct, 17j, 1815 . 

Crown O^ffice^ Octoher 17. — ^Member returned to serve in this present Parliament s 

County of Oxford — W^illiam Henry Ashhurst, Esq, in the room of the Right 
Honourable Lord Francis Alniaric Spencer, now Viscount Granville, called up to 
the House of Peers. 

Commissions in the King’s own Regiment of Militia, signed by the Lord Lieute- 
nant of the County of Stafford. 

Ensign George S. Davis to be Lieutenant, vice Russell, transferred to the Line; 
Charles Orange, Gent, to be Ensign, vice Poingdestre, promoted ; W. Legg, Gent. 
© be Ensign, vice Bissett, promoted. 

Commission in the 1st or West Norfolk Regiment of Militia, signed by the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County of Norfolk. 

Ensign Thomas Smallpiece Clarke to be Lieutenant, vice Damant, promoted. 

Commission in the Nithsdale Regiment of Local Militia, signed by the Lord 
Lie IS tenant. Robert liichardson, Esq. to be Captain, vice Hamilton, deceased. 


THE LONDON GAZETTE. 


lliibltghcS bp itMtlcritp* 


From OcL 17, Oct, 21, ISId^ 

WMiohall^ October 20.— His Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased, 
111 the name and on the behalf of his Alajesty, to nominate and appoint his Excel- 
lency the Baron de Muffling, Major-General in the service of his Majesty the King 
of.Prussia5 to be an- Honorary Knight Coramanderof the jnost Honourable Military 
Order of the Bath. ’ ' 


Carlton Mouse^ Octoher 20.— His Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been 
pleased to appoint the Honourable W^illiam Thomas Graves to be a Page of Honour 
lO' his Royal Highness, in the room of Mr. Henry Murray, promoted. " 

Crown Office^ Oc?o 5 er 19.— Member ■ returned to serve in this present Parliament 
. County of Oxford. — ^William Henry Ashhurst, Esq. in the room of the- Right Hon. 
Lord Francis Almaric Spencer, ' now Baron Churchill, called up to the House of 
Peers. . ' ; . - ‘ 


Commission signed by the Lord Lieutenant of the County of JBerks^w-Tlie Righl 

Honourable Sir, William Scott, Knt. to be Vice- Lieutenant. ■ 
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JVar 0<?ifoZ>er regimesit of Oght Dragoons— Ser jean t-Maior 

Butcher to be Acfatant (with the rank of Cornet)^ vice Geo.. Seeker, who resigns the 
•• Ahjiitaiicy only. > 

^I2th Ditto, IJeulenant William Drummond, from half-pay of the 4 1st Foot to be 
Lieutenant, withoul purchase. ’ 

I3ih l)itso— Artlmr B.andcock,Gent. tobe Cornet, without purchase, vicelrvin"* 
promoted. 

1st h'r;:;3meiit of Foot— Lieotenant Eichard Eothwel! to be Captain of a CompanY 
vice Stoi’SdarU de<,.eas‘/d. • \ i j 

To be Luraicsuiats, without perebase — Ensign John Miller, vice Morrison, pro- 
moted : L C B. F';gi-i..les, vic;e'*l:t.r.l.;nvell. 

hf' Eesjeruy— nHhaui Thompson, Gent, vice Miller; A. Grant, Gent, vice 
V o>' notes. 

6 ’h Capt.aln A. O’Keeffe, frpni half-pay of the 4ist Foot, to be Captaia 

of a CuTnunay, tict Cs’eau. who exchanges. 

I2ih .i.5. .tO'--«-.,.^!cu4.cit(i,nt-Coien€l John Castle, from the 6lh West India Eegiment, 
to Litutt'-n.',' ut-Colonel, Cooke, who exchanges. 

^ 3io5 Dito.;— Astoisiiut-Siu’gecm James Ballingailyfrom the 1st Foot, to be Surgeoti, 
vice Leave, •.ppointed lo the 53d Foot 

43d ta—L ply in S,' Block to be Major, by purchase, vice Duffv, promoted ini' 
the 95 til Foot. 

53‘’i ,Di: to— Surgeon Robert Leaver, from the 33d Foot,, to be Surgeon,, vice 
MTuiyrc, d''<‘caKcd, 

58sh Ditto — Issi-tant-Surgeon Robert: Rule, from the 87th foot, to be Surgeon, 
vice Mfirsl;, placed upon half-pay. 

fiedh Oiiii— E.isigii Janies Lewis to he Lieutenant, vice Torbock, deceased 5 
Oliver Huichiuson, Gent, to be Ensign, vice Lewis. 

64tb Ditto — lo Lieutenants— Lieutenant Tiimiias Havelock, from half-pay of 
the 43 d Foot, vice Hall, who exchaages ; Lieutcuant Joseph William Swayne, from 
halt' pay of the 23d Foyt, vice Blake, wbo.cxcliaug'cs. 

75f i5 Ditio— Colonel Patrick Ross, from half-pay v>f the late 8th Garrison Baltalion 
to be .Lieutenant Colouel, vice Swinton, who exchanges. 

79th Ditto — Lit ntenant WilliaiB Maddocks, to be Captain of a Company, vice 
Neil Campbell, dead of Siis wounds. 

To be LieiUeuanks — Ensign J. Tharpe, vice Maddocks ; Lieutenant Robert Su- 
therland, from half.pay of the Cav.ilry Staff Corps, vice Carter, who exchanges. 

To be Ensigns — Volunteer James Wight, without purchase; James Deane, Gent, 
vice Tharpe. 

84th Ditto — Ensign and Adjutant William Green, from half-pay of the 6th Gar- 
rison Battalion, to be Adjutant and Eosign, vice Archdeacon, who resigns the Ad* 
jutancy only. 

9 1 St Ditto — Henry Gray, Gent, to be Ensign, by purchase,, vice McKenna, who 
retires. 

6th West-India Regiment — Lieutenant-Colonel H* F. Cooke, from the I2th Foot, 
to be LieiUeuant-ColoncI, vice Castle, who exchanges. 

41h Ceylon Regiment — Charles Stutzer, Gent, to be Second Lieutenant, without 
purchase, vice Fletclicr, who resigns.’ 

Royal Waggon Traill^ — Cornet C. E. Turner, to be Lieutenant, vice Sander jde- 

ceased. 

2d Garrison Battalion — Lieutenant William Dumuresq, from the Royal Staff’ Corps , 
to be Captain of a Company, vice Oldham, appointed to the 8tli RoyaWeteraii 

B<iltali«'>n: 'Ensign .MoUoy tobe Lieutenant, without purchase, 'vice Dixon 

appointed to the 7th 'Royal Veteran Battalion; Robert Douglas, Gent, to be Ensign 

vice Mol toy. 

Garrison Company for Service of the Cape of Good Hope — W'illiam Williams, 
..Gent, to be 'Ensign, .vice Pole, deceased. 

1st Royal Veteran Battalion— Captain Joseph Chapman, from the 43d Foot, to be 

Captain of a Compa'oy, 

3d Ditto — Captain John Douglas, from the late 7th Royal Veteran Battalion, fo 

be Captain of a Company, 

‘To be, LieutenaiUs— Robert Cartrae, Town Adjutant at Palermo ; Quarter- 'Master 
George Wallace, frora half-pay of the 92d Foot. . 

4tii Ditto— .Captain John Jenkins, from the Glengarry Light Infant,ry Fe.ncibles,, 
.to be Captain of a Company, vice Flack, placed upon the Retired List. ' 

6tk DiU'i} — Ensign John Siitliff, from the late 5th Royal Veteran Battalioo,to be 
Ensign. 

8tl'i Ditto— Brevet Major J. F-. Oldham, from the 2d Garrison Battalion, to be' 
.Captain of a, Coiiipaiiy. „ " ' , 




16<5 the royal militahy chronicle: 

Glengarry Liglit Infantry Fencibles!- — Lie«tena»£ George Jackson, from the ini 
.Foot, to be Gaptaio of , a Gompany, vice JenkinSj appointed to ibe 4th Iloyal Ve- 
lerao Battalion. 

STAFF, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir James Doogias, K. C. B. ©n half-pay, to he Deputy Quar- 
ter-Master General to the Forces in North Britain, vice Sir Williirm Delaneeyj, 
deceased. 

Lieutenant James Findlay, of the late luh Royal Vrteran Battalion, to be 
Quarter-Master at the York Depot, Chelsea, vice Walsh, , who retire® to hi® former 
situation, 'Upon half-pay. 

, ' hosfital staff. 

To be Physicians fo the Forces-— Edward Nathaniel Bai-erofL M. D. from Iialf- 
pay •, Adain’Neale M.’ D. from half-pay. 

To be Apothecary to the Forces— .Dispenser of Medicine® J. 

To be Hospital- Assistants to the Forces— liospitabmate .Francis Randazzoj 
Hospital-mate Dennis Alaney. 

The King^s German Legion. 

tst Regiment of Hussars— Assistant-Surgeon Henry Gebse, from- the 2d Light 
Battalion, to be Assistant-Surgeon, vice Meyer, appointed to the 1st Foreign Yeteraia 
Battalion. 

2d Battalion of Light Infantrj^ — Hospital-Assistant Joseph Tholon to lie AssisL ' 
ant Surgeon, vice Gehse, appointed to the 1 st Hussars. 

Sth Battalion of the Line— Hospital-mate Henry Meyer to be Assistaiif-Surgeon^, 
vice Kohrs, placed upon half-pay. - 

1st Foreign Veteran Battalion— Assistant^Siirgeon G. C. B-Ieyer, from the 1st 
Hussars, to be Assistant-Surgeon. 

MEMORAN-OUM. 

The undermentioned Officers, who were superseded, as stated in. the Gazettes of 
S3th August last and 23d ultimo, are reinstated in their ranlis. 

Ensign Thomas Adams, of the 38th Foot. 

Ensign Philip Ryan, of the loth Foot. 

Errata in the Gazettes of i6th, iQth, and 20tli ultimo^ 

46tb Foot— For, George Ash, Gent, to be Ensign, read William Asbf, Gent, to ; 
be Ensign. 

Hospital Staff — For Staff Surgeon John Taylor, from half-pay, to be Surgeon I© 
the Forces, read Stad-Surgeon Joseph Taylor, from half-pay, to be Surgeon to the 
Forces 5 for Staff-Assistant Surgeon William Tibhald to be Surgeon to tlie Forces, 
read Staff' Assistant Surgeon William Sibbald to be Surgeon to the Forces ; for 
Purveyor’s Clerk J. Pringle to be Deputy Purveyor to the Forces, read Purveyor’s 
Clerk William Henry Pringle to be Deputy-Purveyor to the Forces. 

The Duke of Brunswick Gels’ Corps— For Volunteer William Robert IVyniie 
Playford to be Cornet, read Volunteer Robert Playford to be Cornet. 

Errata in the Gazette of the 34th inst, 

f For James Tomlinson, Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase, in the lyth Light Dra- 
goons, vice Harris, promoted in the isth Light Dragoons— Read James Torolinsonj 
Gent, to be Coruet, by purchase, in the I3th Light Dragoons, vice I'larris, pro- 
moj^d in the istb Light Dragoons. 

7th Light Dragoons — For Frederick Seymour, Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase^: 
vice Grenfell, promoted— Read Frederick Seymour, Gent, to be Cornet, by purchase^ 
vice Douglas, promoted. 

loist Foot— For Hospital-Assistant David M'^Kirkby to be Assistant-Sorgeoes^ 
vice Reid, &c.— Read Hospital-Assistant Donald M^Kinlay, to be Assislaiit-Sar- ■ 
:gepn, vice Reid,. &c. 

3'd Garrison Battalion— For Assistant-Surgeon James Kennedy, fromiialf-pay of 
the: 4 1 st, Foot, to be Assistant-Surgeon— Read Assistant-Surgeon Jolin K,ean€d% . 
Ii'om half-pay of the 4lst Foot, to be Assistant-Surgeon. 


i^AVTS, Chariotte^Streei^ 
-fiomsbur^. 
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ORIGINAL NARRATIVE OF THE BATTLE OF WATER- 

LOO. 

[From the French, J 

THE Frencli TMatioo is degraded (let it be confessed) by the eager 
servitude with, which all classes are seeking to recommend themselves to 
the restored King, 'There are rights of kings ; be it so, but are there 
not rights of the people likewise* Louis the l6th was most savagely 
murdered by the Jacobins of that day. I allow it; no one can more ex- 
ecrate that murder than rayseif, A most horrible anarchy succeeded, 
and was only terminated when Buonaparte arrived from Egypt, and be- 
came Consul. France then beheld that he fulfilled her hopes; liis go- 
vernmeiit was firm and vigorous ; be subdued domestic factions and con* 
quered peace* It was then put to the vote throughout France, — Shall 
Napoleon become Emperor of the French* The Nation (it becomes the 
lionoiir of military men to be direct, open, and true), the Nation, I say, 
gave their votes by acclamation, that Napoleon had deserved well of the 
French people, and should therefore be their Emperor. Such was his 
title, and who will deny that it was legitimate, — the undoubted voice 
and choice of the people during a vacant throne. Napoleon therefore 
was Emperor of the French. An unhappy, or to speak with the same 
candour, a most atrocious career of ambition and despotism then seized 
upon the Emperor, and the vengeance of heaven awakened by so much 
Mood, precipitated him into the abyss of misfortunes ; be abdicated his 
throne and withdrew into exile. Louis the IBth was then placed upon 
the throne ; the people received him, and he thereby became their legiti- 
mate king. The return of Napoleon was a breach of treaty both with 
France and with the other nations of Europe. The allied armies, there- 
fore, as far as Napoleon was concerned, had a good right of war ; and 
as Napoleon had already abdicated bis original right, and France had 
contracted new obligations, it was a clear and decided treason inFrench*^ 
men to desert Louis, and to go over to Napoleon. This is my political 
confession of faith, and upon this I have acted.— 'Napoleon was emperor 
till he abdicated. Louis is now the lawful sovereign because he was re- 
ceived as such by the French' people upon the_ crown being thus vacated., 
I abhor Jacobinism ; but upon the honour of a gentlemao, and upon ^ 
the faith 'of a soldier, 1 never have, and never will acknowledge any 
light in kings, but such as they have derived from the people. 

But iet me proceed to the subject upon which- 1 regard it my duty to 
relate what I know and saw. I was present in that memorable and fatal, 
battle wbicli w'if’l bear a'prQmineut :part in our annals to^ the end of tune. 

■.You IV. 2L ' - X 

■ ■ 
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As far as my lumible talents can avail, neither faction, nor a meaner 
sfjirit of flattery, sliall give any false colour. T pretend not to History^; 
but to Testimony. I will relate what I saw,— let others adorn,. 

THE Imperial Guard, after having discharged its duty in the Champ 
de' Mai, departed from Paris and directed its marcli upon Laon. A few 
days after, the Emperor Napoleon himself followed this movement, and 
travelled with bis usual rapidity towards the frontier. In reality Napo'*« 
leon and his guard arrived nearly at the-same hour at Vervens, where he 
pirt himself at the head of his army. The passage of troops by Vervens 
and Avesnes was unbroken daring many successive days. It seemed as 
if all France was hastening to one point, and as if all were occupied with 
but one mind. Was this a common and unanimous enthusiasm in fa-» 
vour of the Emperor ? No, — it was the enthusiasm. of Frenchmen to de«8 
fend their country against foreign invasion ; and Napoleon was welcome 
because a suitable instrument. .A hundred victories had already de« 
dared him a conqueror. It might be wished that his civil government 
were more consistent with the principles of liberty and with his owsi 
frequent pledges and promises. But this was not a time to attend to 
these matters. Let the foreigners be expelled ; let France reassume 
its ascendency, and the government might be amended at leisure. IJn-» 
der these feelings the Emperor was every where received with acclama-* 
tion. it is impossible to deny it. 

It was at first thought, that the Emperor would not begin the attack® 
but would satisfy himself with taking up a long defensive line upon the 
frontier. But the moment of his arrival was that of the commencement 
of his characteristic activity; he reviewed every thing; he inspected 
every thing; he ordered every thing; lie daily and hourly exhibited 
himself to his troops, and they hdled with rapture their leader in si> 
many wars. ■ ^ 

'Upon arriving at Beaumont, the army. of the North formed its janc«« 
tion with that of Ardennes, .under the command of Vandamme, whose 
head-quarters were at Ftirnay. The army of the Moselle, under Geiie**^ 
rai Girard, quitting Metz by forced marches, debouched in the same 
period by Philipville, and brought itself likewise into line. Thus the 
army of the North was composed of h.ve corps of i.nfaiitry, under the re- 
spective commaads of the Lt.-Generals D’Erlon, Reille, Vandammes* 
Girard, and the 'Count de Lobau. The cavalry, commanded in chief 
by Marsha! Grouchy, was divided into four corps, under the orders of 
Generals Pajol, Excelmans, Milhaud, and Kellerman. 

The Imperial Guard, which' was 20,000 in strength, formed the bead 
and point of the wedge;:it .was Ml owed ^by- a suffi:GientwfmW,. and 
there was no deficiency of. every kind of equipage and apppiHtme'nt. In-' 
dependently of the batteries 'attached, to each division, each corps had its. 
park of reserve. The, Guard, itself had a most superb train composed 
' a! most solely,- of, new pieces. ' 
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These troopsj all of them the flower of Fraacej composed a force 
of nearly 1 50^000 men, of which SO, ,000 were cavalry ; the artillery was 
iiot short of 300 pieces* 

Already, however, even in the very bosom of their country, these 
.troops evinced their want of that military discipline, which constitutes 
.the : strength , of armies, and .renders them the sure defence of the coun- 
•tries which they occupy® With a total disregard for their unhappy 
.countrymeo, who zealously contended to supply them with the means 
ef subsistence, the French soldiers treated the farmers and peasantry 
with the most extreme rigour ; and considering pillage as one of their 
.most indisputable rights, almost made, a merit of practising' it in every 
.excess* 

Every where they sacked the bouses ; and under the pretext of seeking 
for provisions, broke open the doors, committed outrages upon the inba« 
bitants, and seized whatever suited their purposes. We are now in the 
field,” said they ; we are wanted, and it is not much to allow us the or- 
dinary licence of war, the cause is not too pure ; let them not demand of 
us, that of which they exhibit no example in themselves.” Thus, going 
from house to bouse, from granary to granary, and from cellar to cellar, 
the soldiers returned to the camp loaded with the spoils of their coun- 
trymen ; and thus at one and the same moment rendered themselves 
unfit for war, and indisposed the country against them. 

It is truly afflicting, to acknowledge, that the greater part of the offi- 
cers opposed only a feeble resistance to this infamous pillage, and even 
tolerated, if not encouraged it, under the ready excuse,— We must 
not be too severe ; the soldier must live. Why were there no maga- 
zines And whilst the soldier had his subsistence, the officer, it may 
be imagined, had:. abundance, and was o.irly, perplexed by the difficulty 
of choice. Do we recognize here, it.may.be demanded, the frank and 
loyal character of the French officer. .No, certainly not. Eut let not 
: the .'Freocli name .'be disgraced with .posterity -because, the .officers of 
Buonaparte were not those of Turenne and Villeroi. 

In the midst of this herd of lawless and unprincipled devastators, there 
..were doubtless not .wanting -Hi-any. men of honour. ^ and ,poneiple, who 
most grievously lam.ente.d over this .frightful disorder, and .who served 
with profound regret in this rebellious army, but ^vho endeavoured to 
persuade themselves that it was their duty to defend their country under 
any'-l-eader. A principle.of military honourdcept them firm, to their, post 
They . were , indifferent to Ivapoleon but, they loved 'France. 

,Nor was it perhaps . possible to rep.ress those, disord.ers in an army which 
■had. been formed to them by the habit and.example of twenty years. It 
was in fact by this system, of brigandage,,, that .the Emperor Napoleon 
had succeeded, in so firmly attaching the soldiers , to.. his. name and cause. 

The country . .which the travevsiug, ..covered with wheat 
already browning, promised a' rich harvest . but this, abundance existed 
.in. vain..; w.oel.o the fields through .wh, ,.ich. was the. of the troops; 

.^§nd still .'porC; so to. those which became, tbe,.-p.ositio,n .of ,a camp. 
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few moments the laboiir and gift of the year were troclden^ under the feet 
of men and horses, or torn up by the roots for fodder. 

The interior of the army was torn to pieces by an anarchy similar io' 
that wliicli reigned without. It seemed as if an implacable hatred ani- 
mated one corps against another, and that there existed aivopen war be* 
tween them. No mutual sacrifices,-— no reciprocal confidence, no com- 
mon feeling ; but every where selfishness, arrogance, and rapacity® 
When the Cotnmander of a column or regiment arrived at' the post 
which he was to occupy, his first care was to seize every thing within 
his reach, with a total disregard of any one who might snccteed him® 
Guards were placed at the doors of houses which contained any provL 
sions,.and without any other right than that of being the first occupant, 
they opposed themselves to every kind of division. These sentinels were 
frequently attacked by soldiers of other parties, and the matter pro--, 
ceeded to blows, in the course many were wounded, and some even 
killed, on both sides. 

The Imperial Goard, in its character of being the Janissaries of the 
Despot, were extremely arrogant towards the other troops ; they repelled 
with disdain all commerce and contact with the other branches of the 
seri/ice, and were justly detested by them. Their comrades submitted 
to this presumption only so far as the Imperial Guard were sufficiently 
numerous to enforce it ; but when they were in less number, they reta- 
liated upon them. The difierent arms of cavalry were equally jealous 
and contentious of eacli other and of the infantry | whilst the latter, con- 
fident of its strength and numbers, threatened the cavalry with their ba- 
yonet, and insisted upon their own equality of rights and respect. 

Such was the spirit of the army whilst on Its advance towards the 
frontier ; a spirit which rendered them as formidable to their officers as 
to their enemy; which rendered it a matter of doubt to the farmers 
whether their own army or that of the enemy were most to be dreaded. 

' The army pursued its march with the most incoiieewable rapidity ; 
the weather, though stormy, was dry, and the roads were not so iiiiicli 
trodden as to impede the artillery and equipages. The movements were 
thus made with a celerity which partook of precipitation. It waspoow 
the evident hope and purpose of Napoleon to fall by surprise upon the 
enemy, and there was no longer any doubt with respect to the genera! 
plan of, the Emperor. 

Go the 14th of June, 1815 (for as every cotemporary record of this 
great campaign will descend to '.remote posterity, let me mark the date), 
the French army, withThe Emperor Napoleon at its head, was united' 
np'on the extreme frontier, when 1110 following proclamation, ' marked 
. with the rapidity, the abruptness, and, certainly the- greatness of mind of 
.The Emperor, was issued from his bead-quarters';, and each division and 
-,;?egimeBt being duly drawn up, was read at the head of each. . 

' . "*'®'S0LDIEilS, , , , 

^f Behold . the anniversary of Marengo and .Fried land which has twice 

decided the destinies of Europe. It was then, as at Austerlitz, at Wa, 


lei 
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'gram, that we were too geiieroos to an enemy at our feet. We gave our 
easy Lith to tlie protestations and oaths of those princes to whom we left 
their thrones. These same princes, having leagued amongst themselves^” 
are now in arms -against the independence of France. Let us march to 
give them the meeting, both they and we are still the same. 

Soldiers, at Jena, against these same Prussians, we were one against 
three ; and at Montmirail, one against six. 

As many of you as have been prisoners amongst the English, relate 
to youT comrades what you suffered in their prisons and hulks. 

The Saxons, Belgians, and Hanoverians, and soldiers of the Confe- 
deration of the Rhine, lament that unhappy force which compels them 
to obey those princes who are the enemies of justice and liberty. They 
know the insatiable cupidity of this coalition. They know that these 
princes have already devoured twelve millions of Poles, twelve millions 
of Italians, a million Saxons, and six millions of Belgians, and thus all 
the German states of the second order are their next destined prey. 

^‘'Madmen ! a moment of prosperity has blinded them. The oppres- 
sion and humiliation of the French people are beyond their power ; if 
they enter France they will hod in it only their grave. 

Soldiers, we liave marches to make, battles to give, and dangers to 
incur ; but with constancy, discipline, and a resolution to conquer, the 
victory will be ours; and the glory and liberty of France will be re- 
conquered. 

For all Frenchmen who have a heart, the moment is come to con- 
quer, or to die,” 

It is totally unnecessary to add, that this proclamation, thus addressed 
to the national and military feeling of Frenchmen, was received with the 
most rapturous acclamations, and that every one promised themselves 
victory under such a leader. Alas that his talents were not seconded by 
his virtues i The French Princes of Bourbon have themselves k- 
mented this cruel separation of ability and virtue ; let it be allowed 
therefore to an individual to repeat it. Had such a daring mind,— had 
such ao invincible courage, had such inexhaustible resources been em- 
ployed in seeking true glory, and the real interest of mankind, France 
might have hailed the day which had given to her Napoleon ; 'and Eu- 
rope, regenerated but not crushed, might have welcomed his salutary 
purgation. There are times (let no one deny it), when the most ancient 
goveroinents require a reforming hand, and when the field is'only re- 
freshed and fertilized by the fire which devours its rank growth. 

On the 15th, ^at break of day, the army put itself in motion to enter 
Belgium. The second corps attacked the advanced posts of the Prus- . 
sians which were opposed to it, and pursued them with vigour' to Mar- 
cliieone au Port. The cavalry of this corps bad occasion to make a 
charge upon some squares of infantry. It broke through them without 
much 'difiiculty, aad' made some hundred prisoners.. The Prussians re- 
passed the Sambre, and retired, in confusion.: The French had in truth, 
a just coiiterapt of the Pnissians,,. 'The campaign would have had little 
difficulty if we had had only Prussians to contend with. 
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The second corps coiitiniaed its .movement upon the route towards 
Cliarlevoi ; the light cavalry of our centre immediately followed, and 
■by successive charges, whenever it met the enemy, repelled them to the 
.opposite hank of the river. We now bore down towards the bridge 
over the river to Charleroi. Whilst the flanks of all the .avenues to it 
were lined by tirailleurs, the Prussians ’ employed themselves at the op- 
posite foot to destroy it, and thus impede our passage. But .being 
.pressed ’by our troops, they succeeded only in eftecting a slight injury, 
and then fled. Our sappers and miners being brought ..up, very 
shortly repaired the mischief .which the Prussians had eiseceted ; and 
about noon, their labour being finished, our light cavalry entered Cliar-». 
leroi, and 'took possession of it. 

la the .meantime, the second corps, having effected its passage lower 
■down the .river at Marcliienne, advanced upon Gosselies, a .large town 
upon the opposite side of the .river, and through which was a road to 
Brussels., The purpose of this movement was to prevent the Prussians 
from retiring upon this point, when they should be forced,, from Char- 
leroi by the attack which was then proceeding. The Prussians, thus 
forced in front, and anticipated .upon our flank, retired upon .Fleurus, 
where they .began to occupy themselves in concentrating their army. 

Whilst the Prussians were in this operation, they had to sustain them- 
selves against the repeated attacks of our divisions, wdio unceasingly 
interrupted them whilst taking their position. The presence of Buo- 
siaparte so electrified the French troops, that the divisions, as fast as 
they arrived, threw themselves upon the enemy ; and with such irre- 
sistible impetuosity, as to bear every thing before tliem. They 
scarcely discharged. a musqu.et, but, bayonet in hand, dashed into the 
thickest of the enemy’s masses. 

The squadrons of the body-guard of Napoleon made ‘several charges 
.upon the Prussian infantry ; it was in one of these charges, that. the 
'General -Letort, Colonel of the Dragoons of the Guard, received a mor- 
.wound. 

The ..French finally siicceededdn clriving the enemy from all his posi- 
■tions on the Sambre. ■ Towards night . the combat ceased ; and Buona- 
, parte,, after having left 4he third corps on its route towards Namur, aii,d. 
■the second, at' Gosselies' upon the road to Brussels,, retoroed, to Charleroi 
.,»s his.; head-quarters. The remaind-er of the armyoeGupied,tlie s,ui> 
....round.ing. villages. 

The results .of these, several ..'engagements were^a thou sand prlso.ne.rs, 
■the passage: of the Sambre, and ...the possession, of Charleroi :and: its ma- 
.gazines. "But.it.w-as -a stili.more , signal.advantage.thst.it confirmed' the 
courage of the.troops by success. ■ Napoleon availed himself of this,. suc- 
cess and of its. fruits acC:ordin.g.::to.;.his' usual; system." The. prisoners'.' were 
paraded with the ..artifice of :a - procession -at .a Theatre, by the effect, of 
which a few bands carefully repeated, and.. systematically reintroduced, 
appear to be an 'army. Thus the,^ pris.ooers were,:niarched in presence of 
different 'divisions from., the front, to-'the. rear., ■ , Tt. may .be imagined .that 
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■the air resounded with the cries of Vim V Empereur^ and the soldiers 
believed every thing done in this auspicious beginniog* 

In the, beginning of this day^ the Russian army, consisting of four 
corps were encamped on theline of the Sambre, they fell back to their 
points of concentration, Fleurus, Nauiur, Ciney, and Hannut The 
principal corps engaged with us was that of General Ziethen, This: 
General was .. at F leu riis, where he received us bravely* Blucber was 
made acquainted with these events in the course of the afternoon, and as 
was afterwards learned, immediately ordered his other three corps {those 
„at Namur, Cincy and Haniiiit) to make a forced march to Sombref, 
about four miles from Fleiims, where he proposed to put himself at the; 
head, and give us immediate battle on the next day. 

The French army werenow upoa the territory of their late subjects the 
Belgians, who invoked us as their liberators, and who had waited our 
arrival, as they said, to rise in mass. In fact we fell in with some groupes 
of peasantry at the entrance of some villages who vveicomed us with 
Vim VEmpereur^ but I cannot flatter myself that they appeared very 
sincere, or that there was a general sentiment in our favour. In truth, 
they seemed rather to deprecate us not to pillage them than to express 
their genuine feelings. But, if such were their purposes, they had little 
success* Our soldiers gave then acclamation for acclamation, but it 
was totally a diiferent thing to decline the opportunity of plunder. A 
free vent therefore was given to the torrent. As soon as the troops had 
taken even a momentary position in the vicinity of a village, they rushed 
like water from a broken dam over all the country beneath ; corn, cattle 
bread, meat, even household furniture, linen and clothes disappeared in 
an instant The village became a map of ruins ; empty houses; broken 
doors, and the inhabitants flying into the woods and fields. The adja^ 
cent fields, hitherto covered with the promise of a rich harvest, seemed 
like the straw in a stable trodden under foot ; and the fires of the bivou« 
acks, leaving their blackening traces in meadows and corn fields, seemed 
to mark so many places which had been struck by thunder. 

As our troops quitted these wretched villages, the inhabitants, a most 
miserable spectacle, reappeared; and viewing the ruin and devastation 

■ of their property broke forth into intermixed sorrow and imprecatiO'Us* 

■ It was really miserable to see them collecting their broken furriiture ; 
and :with' their children in their hands look woefully at the cornfields 

. trodden uiiderfeet, as if one short hour had destroyed the iabours of their 
life ; and reduced them from- comfort to extreme poverty. 

From the in formation which we received here, it will not admit a doubt 
that the Pro ssians were totally surprised, and that the allies expected 
nothing so little as our-attack at. this period; on the other hand, it was. 
a part of their, 'plan to have entered on the French' territories a few days 
sifter ihat.on which we made the incursion .into Belgium, The inhabi- 
/tants themselves were astonished at our sudden appearance amongst 
them, whilst they believed us occupiedln lining and guarding our for- 
tresses. They spoke very ill of the Prussians^ and complained of being 
?ery ilHreated by ^ 
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Bet thougli this first success greatly exbilirated the spirits of the ^ 
French soldiers^ it contained but little which could indicate the fate of 
the campaign. The enemy’s arriiy, attacked by surprise was certainly 
put in a situation of much peril and dilFiculty. It was even uncertain^ 
whether they could accomplish the union and concentration of their- 
several corps. Wellington was so far out-generalled ; he was discon«. ^ 
certed by an offensive movement which he had not foreseen, and he had 
thus lost the whole plan of the campaign ; he bad passed in fact the inn 
tiative upon which he calculated, and he would now make his movements 
upon ground with which he was little acquainted. Such was ,(and in 
some degree with Justice) the speculations of the best informed amongst 
ourselves. Others were elevated to a higher point of extravagance ; the 
most unlimited confidence in the fortune and talents of the Emperor, 
the annihilation or embarkation of the English, our arrival at the Rhine 
amidst the acclamations of the Belgians, the treasures of kingdoms 
poured into our military chest, and nations rising in mass to assist and 
recruit us, all these were the dreams of the night of the 15tb. It seemed 
as if one kind of temper possessed every one, and that the madness of 
the Emperor had passed in rapid contagion through every individual of 
the army. 

Upon this very verge of most astonishing events, it is impossible not 
to reflect, hoiv very near all these extravagant liopes were about to be 
jeali 2 ed,-— bow very little was wanting that the Emperor Napoleon 
had obtained as usual a victory as he actually sustained a defeat. Let 
the narrators of the campaign, and particularly those who were not pre«» 
sent, deceive themselves and flatter their several nations as may suit 
them ; but let me inform them of this tremendous truth, — it was within 
a very hair that the victory of Waterloo was obtained by the English, 
~I say the English, for the Prussians were out of the question. They 
could have effected nothing if the English had not already done it for 
them. They (the Prussians) are all made of the same stuff as their 
king,— when „ the French nation was' exhausted by misfortunes and by 
previous battles, the King of Prussia and his people had the spirt to at- 
tack them. But who such crawling slaves, both prince and people,--- 
who such sneaking flatterers, both prince and people, as His Majesty of 
Prussia, and these now proud Prussians. Alas, how have the cniiies of 
Napoleon degraded France, wheu France is given over in punishment 
to such a race as this — -But we here go before our Narrative. 

On the following morning, June i6th, the army put itself in marclv 
the Emperor Napoleon, bis fortune, -and bis crimes, at their bead® - 

The command of the leftwing, compovsed of the first and. second corps 
of infantry, and of four divisions of cavalry, was given to Marshal Ney, 
-who arrived at the , head-Quarters in Charleroi, the preceding evening. 
Ke was ordered to proceed by Gosselies and Frasiies upon the high road 
to Brussels.: - 

(Tobeconthmed^J 
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HISTORY. OF THE WAR IN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 

(Translated from the French of General Sarrazin.J 

(Continued from our last.) 

IT was no doubt a matter of surprise that the French army^ called 
the army of Arragoo, should have been manoeuvring for near twelve 
months ill Catalonia. The circumstance was owing to the energy of the 
Cataloniansj who had gained signal advantages against Marshal Mac- 
donald’s army; as long as it had been spread wide to maintain the 
communications. In the night of the nineteenth to the twentieth of 
Blarchj the Marquis de Campoverde, at the head of eight thousand men, 
attempted to obtain possession of Fort Montjoui, which is the key to 
Barcelona, and where he had some partisans. The French received in- 
formation of it lo time to frustrate the plan, which had been agreed 
upon. The Spaniards attacked with impetuosity; but they were re- # 
pulsed : and, seeing that they were not seconded, as they expected, by 
their friends within the place, they retreated in exccdlent order. They 
took, however, better precautions to surprise Figuieras. There was a 
secret postern, which opened into the ditch. Two Catalonians, on the 
commissariat of the garrison, opened this gate in the night of the ninth 
to the tenth of April, and introduced five hundred miquelets. The 
garrison, which consisted of four hundred men, could not fire a single 
musket, so badly was the service performed. Both officers and soldiers 
were quietly in their beds, when they were taken prisoners. As soon 
as General Baraguay d’Hilliers, who commanded in Upper Catalonia, 
was informed of this event, he collected all his disposable soldiers, to in- 
vest Figuieras ; but the Spaniards availed themselves of the time, which 
the French employed in assembling their troops. They introduced 
about four thousand men into the place, under the orders of General 
Martinez, with provisions for several months. On the third of May, 
the Marquis de Campoverde attempted to throw fresh supplies into 
Figuieras. He had prepared a very considerable convoy : but he found 
the Fiv rich too superior in, numbers to accomplish his purpose ; and 
was obliged to renounce his object, after having fought a sanguinary 
battle, almost under the ramparts of the fort he wished to relieve. The 
English squadron, that was cruising before Rosas, desirous of second- 
ing the Catalonians, landed aVolumn, which was to advance to Figuieras. 
But the disaster of Campoverde induced them to re-embark ; and the 
wrerk of the Spanish army was marched towards Tarragona. 

Rrjcouraged by the success of the garrison of Almeida, in evacuating 
that place, General Martinez attempted to open himself a passage,- sword 
in haudj through the F rench blockading troops. He had only provisions 
left for three days, and scarcely any am munition. Marshal Macdonald 
was acquainted with the critical situatioD of the Spaniards. Expecting 
that they would make some desperate attempt to recover their liberty, 
he had carefolly constructed lines of contravallation, covered by a double 
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row of felled trees. , For several days the French posts were doubled 
during tlie day ; and at night, all the troops were kept on bivouac, in 
the direction by which it ' was probable that the garrison would try to 
escape. In the night of the sixteenth to the seventeenth of August, 
General Martinez, at the bead of three thousand brave hieii, attacked 
the French lines : but he was forced to return to the fort, with the loss 
of four hundred men. This induced him to capitulate on the nine- 
teenth. He wrote to the Junta of Catalonia'— After more than four 
months of the most obstinate blockade, and being left without any suc- 
cour from the army, I have seen myself under the necessity of surren- 
dering Fort San Fornando de Figuieras, from the absolute want of pro- 
visions. I have exhausted every resource, having consumed every horse, 
and even the lowest insect, for food. In the night of the sixteenth, the 
whole garrison attempted a sortie with the bayonet ; and, in spite of 
the obstacles opposed by the line of contravallation, I got as far as the 
felled trees, which obstructed the passage, and rendered it impossible to 
penetrate any farther. 1 have this day surrendered myself a prisoner of 
war, with the whole garrison, &c.’^ If it was General Martinez, who 
planned the taking ofFiguieras by surprise, be displayed more zeal than 
foresight, and more valour than abilit35^. Those indefatigable miqiie- 
lets, wbo would have done so much injury to the French, by their al- 
most continual attacks on the line from Perpignan to Barcelona, found 
themselves completely paralized by the brilliant but deceitful glory of 
taking a strong place. The conquest undoubtedly would have been 
beneficial, had there been any means of keeping it. Previously to this 
cowp the Spaniards should have collected sufficient forces to 

save Tarragona, which, next to Barcelona, is the strongest and most im- 
portant place of Catalonia. 

Marshal Macdonald made a pompous report of the operations of the 
blockade. He highly extolled the constancy of his army, in supporting 
pains, fatigues, the inconveniencies of the climate, and, above all, the 
hardship of passing twenty-five nights in bivouacs, /ro??i the twenty 
fourth of July to the twenty-nhiih of August* What then would he 
have said, had it been in the month of January ? The climate of Cata- 
lonia unquestionably is one of the finest in Europe. As for his observ- 
ations on the works of the lines, on the sixty thousand cannon-shots 
fired by the garrison, and on the redoubts bearing the names of the re- 
gimeots, entrusted with their construction and defence, it may be sup- 
posed that he either wished to mock Buonaparte with such ridiculous 
stories ; or, what is more likely, that the report, written by the chief of 
. his, staff, was sent, to Paris without his having taken the trouble of pe- 
rusing it attentivelj^ For, like the late General Moreau, Macdonald 
is more active in the field than in the closet ; and though he is oncom- 
inouly sagacious in the cabinet, he perhaps relies too much on those 
around him. The conclusion of this report is sufficient to give an idea 
of the whole— I have just been hoisting the imperial fiag on the walls 
of Figuieras , and our ' artillery , is at this instant saluting it with one 
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liuodred and one discharges. This salute will he heard by the Englisli 
vessels, which line the coast, and by the hordes of insurgents at 0 !ot„ 

It will announce to them the recapture of Figuieras, and the termination 
of the war in this part of Catalonia.” To mention hordes of insurgents 
collecting at Olot, was a singular way of acquainting Buonaparte with 
the termination of the war. Macdonald does not bear the character of a 
courtier; but he thought that circumstances authorised him to flatter 
the idol of the daj’'. His awkward attempt at adulation was, however, 
not relished by Buonaparte, who deprived him of his command, and 
supplied his place by General Decaen, the late governor of the Mauri® 
tins, or Isle de France. 

To the important events invEstremadura and Catalonia, must be 
added the capture of Puycerda, by a corps of miquelets, on the fifteenth 
of April. After having levied contributions on the town and neigh- 
bourhood, they returned to their tnountains. This incursion taught 
the French government that its unjust conduct towards the Spaniards 
provoked reprisals, which a reverse of fortune might render extrerncdy 
fatal to France. In the other provinces of Spain, the guerillas continued 
to harass the French with the greatest activity. The Marquis de Por- 
lier, so well known by the name of the Marquesito^ fought several deter- 
mined battles in the Asturias. His knowledge of the country, and the 
confidence of the inhabitants, favoured his movements; so that he 
could either avail himself of his victories when he defeated the French, 
or avoid their pursuit, whenever he was obliged to retreat before superior 
numbers. Esposymina ought to he mentioned next to the Marquis de 
Forlier. He was the terror of the French in Navarre, in Biscay, and on 
the road from Bayonne to Burgos. 

A number of other equally zealous leaders might be named : but they 
were less intelligent, and also less fortunate. In general, however, the 
service of the guerillas was so well performed, that the supplies, destined 
for Madrid, were captured at the very gates of that capital. Bui in the 
midst of this crowd of brave men, who are an everlastiog honour to the 
Spanish nation, the Galicians acted only an inferior part. On the 
twenty-fifth of August their general, Abadia, was attacked belore As- 
torga, by the French general, Dorsenne, He opposed but a very feeble 
I‘e8istance ; and his army retired almost in confusion. Baliasteros, who 
was alternately a conqueror and vanquished, in the county of Niebla, 
retreated to the south of Andalusia; and, notwithstanding the repeated 
attacks of the French, succeeded in maintaining himsell between (aib- 
raltar and Monda. He might, perbaps, have taken Seville, and de- 
stroyed the immense stores kept in that place,if, at the time of the battle 
of Alboera, be had acted with vigour, and in concert with the column 
that advanced on the right of the Guadalquiyer. Ti his general, who 
possessed the entire confidence of his troops, was deficient in activity and 
coolness. His bokl, but almost always unfortunate attacks, would have 

been very useful, had the plans been combined, and the meaps pre® 
pared^ by a person fit to command in chief, like Lord ¥1 ellington^ 
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whom the Spaniards at last appointed generalissimo of all the troops 
serving in the peninsula ; justly considering him as the only comiiiaoder 
who could insure theiiv success# But much precious lime had been lost^ 
which might have, been employed in the organization of armies, their 
discipline, and the proper plans of action# Such a loss generally 
pi'oves irreparable* 

Pout sauver un Bininre, il mffit un yf and liomme 


BOOK V. 

On the twenty-second of June, 1811, General .Blake, with about six 
thousand Spaniards', quitted the allied army; and having crossed the 
Guadiana at Jerumenha, marched to the county of Niebla, He im-** 
mediately made arrangements to scale the castle of Niebla, which was 
defended by three hundred men. On the thirtieth of June, two hours 
before day-light, the troops advanced with ladders under a very brisk 
fire of artillery and musketry; but here too, as at Badajoz, the ladders 
happened to be too short, and the fort was not taken. Blake embarked 
with his troops at the mouth of the Guadiana, on the sixth of July, and 
arrived at Cadiz on the twelfth of the same month. He soon left Cadiz 
again with a corps of choice troops, landed at Almeria, and formed his 
junction with the army of Murcia, near Baza. Marshal Soiilt, by means 
of his spies, had never lost sight of him; and leaving a corps of 6b« 
servation in the neighbourhood of Badajoz, returned to Andalusia, with 
the greatest part of the French army under his command. When he 
heard ofGeneral Blake’s arrival at Almeria, he moved towards the army 
of Murcia. General Godinot was ordered to turn the right of the 
Spaniards, whilst Marshal Soult, refusing bis right, made a vigorous 
attack with his centre. On the ninth of August, the Spaniards were 
driven ft om all their positions. Towards the close of day, their retreat 
became a complete rout, and they fled to the mountains near Caravaca. 
The Spanish cavalry behaved much better than the infantry; no impres»« 
sion could be made upon them during the day ; and they protected the 
fugitives, who had taken the road to Murcia : but on the tenth, the 
same brave cavalry, relying too much on their courage, were attacked 
by the whole of Marshal Soul t’s dragoons, and about five hundred were 
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. The remainder of the column, 
amounting still to fifteen hundred men," retired precipitately to Murcia® 
Of the twenty thousand men, who composed General Blake’s army, not 
more than six, or, at the utmost, seven thousand rallied, and established 
theinselvesat Lebrilla, coveringboth Murcia, and Carthagena. ' 

The disperisoo of the. -Spaniards tranquillized ' Marshal Soult, le- 
.s.pecting the kingdom of Granada.' This advantage had cost him only 
four hundred men, killed or wounded. He returned to Seville, that he 
might be enabled to assist'thelroops left in Estremadura, shcmld:.tliej 
be attacked by a superior force.- ' His anxiety io this respect was of 
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short daratioD. Marsha! Marmoat had left Merida with the army of 
Portugal^ on the seventeenth of July, He had crossed the Tagos at 
Almarazj and quartered his troops in the vicinity of Placentia, where 
he still was on the first of August. Lord Wellington, following this 
movemeot, manceuvred on his left, and marched with the main part of 
his army on the right banks of the Tagus, near Castello-Branco. A 
few days after, he continued his march to the left, and took a position 
on the Coa. Bat notwithsanding this manoeuvre of the English, the 
army of Portugal maintained its position, and the army of the north, 
under the command of General Dorseruie, was quartered in cantonments, 
on the banks of the Douro, Ciudad Rodrigo being thus abandoned to 
Hs own defence, Lord Wellington made his arrangements to obtain 
possession of it. On the fifth of September, he completed the blockade 
of the place, and was busily employed in collecting the means of be- 
sieging it, when the French marched up to make him abandon the block- 
ade, and drive him back to the mountains of Guarda. 

Dorsenne and Marmont formed their junction, on the twenty-second 
of September, at Taraemes, which is two leagues distant from Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The combined army amounted to sixty thousand men, of 
whom six thousand were cavalry. That of the allies consisted at most 
of fifty thousand, including the troops necessary to keep the garrison in 
check. Lord Wellington, under the supposition that he had wished to 
maintain the blockade, could have brought only forty thousand foot and 
four thousand horse into battle. The balance was too great in favour of 
the French; his Lordship, therefore, raised the blockade on the twenty- 
fourth, and established his army in the position of Fonte-Guinaiclo, which 
had been strengthened by some field-works, A numerous advanced 
guard remained on the Azava, under the command of General Graham, 
On the twenty-fifth, the French, under the command of General Mont- 
bruo, attacked this advanced guard, near Elbodoii. The Englisli, 
owing to the superiority of the French in numbers, were obliged to fall 
back; hut their retreat was effected in the same order as at a review. 
The squares, formed by the infantry, were repeatedly attacked by the 
French cavalry, who were received at first with a very brisk fire, and 
afterwards at the point of the bayonet. This intrepidity of the English 
disheartened Montbrun, He gave up all further attempts, contented 
himself with cannonading the English, and continued the pursuit till 
very near Fonte-Guioaldo, The French generals employed the rest of 
that day, and the whole of the next (being the 26 tb), in reconnoitring 
the position of Fonte-Guinaldo, and making arrangements for its attack. 
Lord Wellington felt some apprehensions, from the movement of a con- 
siderable corps, apparently destined to turn his left. He withdrew, in the 
night of the twenty-sixth, to the vicinity of Alfayates, and stationed his 
rearguard at Aldea-de-Poote. On the twentyrseventh, this village was 
attacked by the French advanced guard; but General Go! e defended it 
liil night. Though the French assailed him with the flower of their.' 
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troops, their efforts were rendered useless for the whole day, by the 
excellent dispositions of General Cole, and the intrepidity ol his division* 
This fine defence of Aldea-cle-Ponte, must have made Lord Wei iiog« 
ton regret that he had not continued in his intrenched camp of Foote- 
Guinaldo. He might have celebrated the anniversary of the battle of 
Biisaco, by a still more signal victory than that which he had gained on 
the same day, in the preceding year. He might have taught Buonaparte 
that it is not prudent to confide the command of any army to inexperienced 
officers. Their inexperience, indeed, is sufficiently evident from their 
reports to Prince Berthie'r, Marmont, in speaking of the engagement 
at Eibodon, says, General Montbrun pursued the English for the 
space of two hours. His fire was so briskly kept up, that he exhausted 
bis ammunition. The enemy’s loss was considerable. He only stopped 
at the camp Fonte-Guinaldo. But we had merely our advanced guard 
in action, our infantry being one march back, otherwise the English 
army would have been ruined. We had the mortification of seeing its 
divisions hastening from all sides to its intrenched carr'*'. Mad fifteen 
thousand men been then at my disposal, the English army would have 
been taken by surprise, and beaten in separate parties, without btjing able 
to assemble its troops,” kc. An advanced guard in want of ammunition : 
a commander at the head of sixty-thousand men who has not even 
fifteen thousand at his disposal, prove better than the most learned 
discussion that Marmont was not yet adequate to a command in chief ; 
for Dorsenne, being neither a duke nor a marshal, was under his orders. 
This general, as little experienced as his commander, states in his report, 
«^We soon reached Fonte-Guinaldo, where we learnt, with surprise, that 
the English commander had not yet collected bis several corps. Could 
we have foreseen that this general would have been guilty of such a fault, 
we might have taken a part of the English by separate combats : but our 
infantry arrived only at night,” &;c. 

Had Dorsenne and Marmont been present at Barrosa and at Albuera, 
they would have held a very difierent language, Soult and Victor could 
have informed them that the English were not so easily taken as they 
fancied. Besides, the retreat of Elbodon, and the engagement at Aldea- 
de-Ponte, where, in their opinion, the English might have been so easily 
taken, redounded manifestly to the glory of the allies ; for even their 
small rear guard mancEuvred on the twenty-fifth, and fought on the 
twenty-seventb, in spite of the combined talents and forces of two great 
French armies. The observation, with which the two generals conclude 
their reports, is a most glaring inconsistency. They say, IVere the 
iBOiBeiit fixed for the catastrophe of the English arrived , we should have 
followed the enemy up to the lines of Lisbon, where we might have formed 
a junction with the army of the south, which, though complete, has 
before it the single division -of General Hill :” and Dorsenne adds, 
whenever the Eniperor shall think the proper moment arrived for 
driving theHnglisIi definitively from. the peninsula, his Majesty will not 
find in aoy . other army more Zeal and devotiom” They would have 
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greatly lowered their tone, had they been opposed to an enemy less cir- 
comspectthan Lord Wellington ; but as they had but recently assumed 
their commands, the English general had not yet been able to acquire 
any precise notions respecting them. Had his Lordship known them, 
particularly Marmont, he would at that time have given him a lesson in 
tactics, which the French marshal would have long remembered. But 
be tost nothing by waiting. 

After the French had thrown fresh supplies into Ciudad Rodrigo, they 
fell back to Salamanca, and returned to their old quarters. On the first 
of October, Lord Wellington had resumed his camp of Foute-Guiualdo. 
General Hill was detached to the left bank of the Tagus, covering the 
province of Alentejo against the parties that might have been sent from 
Badajoz, The fifth French corps, under the command of General 
Girard, was stationed at Estremadura, General Drouet, with tlie ninth 
corps, protected the communications between the fifth corps, Badajoz, 
and Seville. The fii^t corps continued the siege, or rather the semi« 
blockade of Cadiz. The fourth corps was quartered in Andalusia, BaL 
lasteros remained under the cannon of Gibraltar. Sucbet, who had en- 
tered the kingdom of Valentia, on the sixteenth of September, had laid 
siege to the castle of Saguntnm, and cantonned the greatest part of his 
troops beyond Murviedro, to cover the works of the besiegers. Blake 
was in the neighbourhood of Valentia, with a corps of about twenty-five 
thousand men. Catalonia and Arragon were no longer the scene of 
great operations ; but the warfare of the guerillas was carried on with 
the \itmost activity, against the moveable columns of the French, their 
cantonments, and their convoys. The case was the same in the provinces 
of Biscay, the Asturias, and the kingdom of Leon. The surprise of 
Sant-Andero, on the fourteenth of August, is one of the numerous 
instances. The Spaniards penetrated into the town, without meeting 
the smallest obstacle. General Rouget, who comraanded in the place, 
escaped by instant flight ; but having learnt that the Spaniards were not 
numerous, be rallied his troops, and retook the town. The same acti vity 
prevailed in the two Castries. Joseph con tinned at Madrid, as he dared 
not pass the autumn in one of the royal palaces near his capital. He 
would have required a considerable corprs of troops to defend him against 
the attacks of the Spanish partisans; and such a measure, weakening the 
garrison of Madrid, would have endangered the safety of the metropolis. 
General Castanos was busily em ployed in organizing a corps of troops 
between the Guadiana and .the Tagus, under the protection of Gene«« 
ralHilb 

When Marshal Soult was informed that Castanos had already eip^ 
bodied many recruits, he ordered Genera! Girard to march to Caceres, 
and scour the neighbourhood, in order to disperse these newly collected 
levies. Girard accordingly set out with his division from Merida, made 
a successful search III that part of Estremadura comprised between the 
Guadiana and the Tagus, and forced Castanos and bis troops to take 
refuge in Portugal.' General' Hill was at Po'rtalegre. ' Hearing ho?r.. 
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the Freiicli scoured the, country, he resolved ■ to punish them for the 
little irapressioii which the neighbourhood of the English seemed to 
make upon their miiuis. He marched, on the twenty-third of October^ 
to Albuquerque, where he learnt that Girard, after making his appear- 
ance at Alisada, was gone to Arroyo-del-Fuereo. On the twenty-fifth, 
the Spaniards carried this village, and Girard retreated to Caceres. 
After several movements, which were carefully watched by General Hill, 
whom the French commander was far from supposing so near him.^ he 
established himself, on the twenty-seventh, at Arroyo-del-Molinos, a 
smalltown situated at the foot of the Sierra-de-Montenclies, The 
French were perfectly at ease, and enjoying themselves, as if they had 
been in barracks at Versailles. On the same day^ the allies arrived, 
towards evening, at Alciiescar, in hopes of teaching General Girard’s 
column, the next day, that distrust, in war as in policy, is the parent 
of safet3% 

At two o’clock in the morning of the twent5’’-eighth, General Hill be- 
gan his march, which was favoured by a thick fog, attended with raio« 
At seven o’clock in the morning, the French were attacked by the Eng- 
lish ill three columns. At break of day, a brigade of General Girard’s 
division had set out on its march to Medellin, and the remainder were 
on the point of marching to Merida, when the firing of the English 
riflemen brought them the first news of the visit, which General Hill 
was paying to the French. Girard wished at first to make some re- 
sistance ; but the boldness, and, above all, the number of the allies, 
easily convinced him that the only resource he had left, to avoid being 
taken or killed, was to gain the mountains, where the allied cavalry 
would be of no use ; whilst his infantry would avail themselves of their 
superiority over the English in marching — a superiority, which the 
French unquestionably possess over all the troops of Europe, especially 
when they are on a retreat, or, to speak more clearly, when they are 
routed. 

Scarcely had the English made their appearance in Arroyo, when 
they were joined by the inhabitants, who accompanied the firing of 
their musquets with cries, a thousand times repeated, of’^viva ios 
\JngIesesf They acted as guides in the pursuit of the fugitives. Of 
three thousand men that were with Girard, when be commenced the 
action, he lost about two thousand: fourteen hundred were taken pri- 
soners. Among the latter were General Eron, ancLColonel the Duke 
of Aremberg. Girard also lost a half battery of light artillery, con- 
sisting of one howdtzer, two eight pounders, and eight powder waggons. 
The loss, of the allies amounted to seven killed, and sixty-live wounded* 


(To he continued. J 
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ORIGINAL HISTORY 

OF THE' MEMORABLE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN OF SUWOROW IN 

1799. 


{ Continued from onr lasLj 

xiMOMc tlie measures of Suworow, there was one wliicli was highly 
..diaracteristic of a just and noble mind, and which effectually put a stop 
to the cruel persecution of the French refugees, the victims of their duty 
and attachment, shedding their blood in company with the confederate 
.armies, while they were excluded from the laws of war, not admitted to be 
exchanged, and, if taken prisoners, murdered in the uniform of the powers 
w.iio were at war w.itli their oppressors. The princes of Lorraine, the 
princes Charles and Victor of Rohan, colonels de Carneville, de Gorger^ 
and many others were serving with glory in the Imperial army. In order 
to insure those rights which cannot be denied the commonest soidieiv 
Suworow intimated to General Moreau that he would order one huiidred 
French prisoners to be shot for every emigrant, serving iinder hiroi, 
against whom the decrees of the republic should be put in execution. 

During this general wreck of republicanism, Moreau w^as very awk-® 
wardlj situatecL He left Turin, whither he had been driven by bis 
defeat of the 27t!i of April, and posted himself about the fifth of May, 
in the angle of the two rivers between 'Valenza and Alexandria, with a 
view of protecting the fortress of Tortona, which has always been re- 
garded by the French as the key of Italy, But, from the same motive 
that the French wished to preserve this fortress, Suworow wished to 
wrest it from them. This he effected by marching out, on the ninth of 
May, with his whole army, and overawing Moreau, while he sent detach-,- 
laeots forward against the fortress. The Imperial troops under General 
Mdas and the Marquis Gasteller, entered Tortona, the French garrison 
retiring to the citadel. The loyal inhabitants received their deliverers' 
with every demonstration of joy. The town was illuminated the whole 
night, and the next day high mass and Te Deim were sung i,n' those 
churches, within whose sacred walls the impious republicans had com- 
mitted every species of abomination. The citadel .which contained a 
garrison of seven hundred men,' was immediately besieged. 

Unable to stop the progress of the Imperial arras for a single hoiir^ 
even when an object so great as Tortona was at stake, it w'as no wonder 
that Moreau soon found it .necessary to retreat still nearer to the Alps.. 
Before the end of May, .he abandoned his position between .the Po', the 
Tanaroj.and Bormido, and retreated -to Coni. He was compelled to 
make this movement, not by any considerable defeat of the’ army ini* 
mediately under his command : the step wfas the necessary cooseq.uence 
of several battles, which, thoiigh not general, a! way -s weakened the re- 
liuMicaii army. ■ Besides, the manceuvres of the enemy tlireateiie-d 
daily- to hem .him -in .and' surrou-nd him the. Piedmontese were taking 
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up arms against hiai io liis rear, while, in front, the indefatigable activity 
of Siiworow, gave him not a moment’s rest. 

The towns and citadels, in the mean time, which remained in the 
liands of the French, were daily surrendering to- tlie Imperial arms*, 
The castle of Milan capitulated on the 24th of May; the citadel of 
Eerrara followed on the 25thj and Ravenna on the 27 th. ■ Bologna^ 

where there was a considerable revolutionary party with a h rench regi-* 
Blent, was attacked by General Illenan, who had before taken Ferrara. 
Mantua, therefore, was now the only fortress of great importance that 
the allies had left behind them in the hands of the French. 

Io Piedmont, Casal and Yaleoza surrendered without resistance, and^ 
oil the 27th of May, the right of the Imperial army entered Turin, the 
gates being opened by the inhabitants, and the French garrison having 
Tetired to the citadel. Thus was the capita! of another Christian Prince 
once more rescued from the tyranny of the barbariaos; The republicans 
did indeed, after they had retired to the citadel, begin to play upon the 
town; but the fatal effects of this last effort of their hend-like malice 
was prevented, by a communication made to them by the order of So- 
worow, who assured them, that unless they immediately ceased their fire 
on the city, no quarter should 'be granted to themselves,' They re-x 
membered the history of Ismael, and they had the prudence to cease. 

There remained to be reduced the citadels of Turin, Alexandria and 
Tortona, The first a most excellent fortress, with three thousand men, 
and an ample supply of ammunition and provisions. Coni, whither 
Moreau was retired, was capable of defence : but from Coni to the fron- 
tiers of France, there were no fortifications, except Savona and Montalban. 

The despots of Paris had not, however, been idle all this time. They 
made great and astonishing exertions to reinforce the army of Moreau . 
the 'greater part of the body, which was stationed towards Nice, under 
the command of Augereau was sent to join him ; two whole divisions 
were sent him from the army in Switzerland; and the conscripts were 
hastened away from the interior of France, in their wooden shoes, and 
the bayonet at their backs. 

The remaining* hope of the Directory, was, to assemble by successive 
leinforcements a body sufficient to command the attention of Suworow’s 
army, (now greatly reduced by the detach oients he had made from it) 5 , 
till Blacdonald could form a junction with Bloreau, or till by the rapid 
marches, which Macdonald was ordered to make, Suworow should be 
' placed between two fires. 

' Some supposed, that Macdonald, who was advancing through Tus«* 
cany, would proceed with all haste to Genoa, by : the way of Lucca, 
Massa, Carrara, and Sarsana ; but the plan was more bold. Macdonald, 
■ having been joined by the division of Victor, instead of attempting to 
join Moreau by passing through the Genoese territory, turned off from 
■the sea-shore, and having left most of his artillery and: heavy baggage in 
the states. of the Ghurcb, pushed on with great rapidity through Modena 
'.miad Paraia, , in: ord.er to ’form a j unction with Moreau ' in . the Tortonese^ 
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'ivlieoce they were to cross the Po together, and inarch to the relief of 

Mantua. 

This plan was not injudicious, its execution was committed to men of 
great skill and of undoubted bravery, and had it succeeded, the Impe«. 
lialists would not only have lost all their conquests in the Cisalpine re-» 
public, but would, themselves, have been placed in a very dangerous 

situation. Bot it was completely frustrated by the superior genius, the 

watchfulness, and the unexampled promptitude of Suworow. 

Moreau's heacLquarters were at Coni, between which and Genoa he 
preserved a cora,m!ioicatioo, Suworow was at Turin, from which place, 
in order to aid the loyal Piedmontese, and to prevent Moreau from re- 
ceiving succours across the Alps, he had pushed on his advanced posts 
to Su 2 a, Assieta, and Pigoerola, and had detached a party to take pos- 
session of the, valleys of Vaudois, where the French had raised the peo- 
ple ill their cause. The advanced guard of his army extended to Che- 
rasco and its neighbourhood. He was making preparations for the 
siege of the citadel of Turin, while he overlooked and protected the 
blockades of the citadels of Alexandria and Tortona. Numerous, how- 
ever, as were the objects that demanded his attention, the motions of 
Macdonald did not escape his watchful eye: and, though he had little 
expectation of the republican’s attempting what it afterwards appeared 
lie had in view, yet the Field-Marshal took care to station Major-Gene- 
lai Hobenzolleni, with a considerable body of troops, at Modena, and 
Lieutenant-General Ott, with ten thousand men, at Fort Novo, between. 
Parma and Piacenza, while the body under General Klenaii, at Bologna, 
was ordered to come up, and act as a corps of reserve to either of these 
that should be attacked. 

Suworow, as soon as he was apprized of the route that Macdonald had 
taken, went from Turin to Alexandria, where he assembled his array oa 
the !5th of June, in order to meet him, give him battle, and prevent 
any junction of his army with that of Moreau. 

In the mean time, Blacdonald, the celerity of whose march was 
astonishing, arrived at Modena, on the 12th, attacked tlie advanced corps 
under General ■ Hoheiizoliern and obliged him to recross the Po with 
great precipitation and considerable loss, while his superior force held 
General Klenau in perfect inactivity. From BJodena he pushed on 
with incredible speed through Reggio and Parma, and, on the i7th, 
presented himself before Fort Novo, where he fell upon the corps under 
General Ott, who had received orders not to weaken his force by a ha- 
zardous battle, but rather give way, and retreat towards the main army, 
which was advancing to his support : 

Hitherto the active and daring Macdonald had met with no obstacle. 
Moreau, too, had quitted Coni, and, by rapid marches, was approaching 
bis countrymen ; so that, on the 17th, the republican armies were but 
a few leagues from each other. Macdonald: having: proceeded. with so 
much facility, having driven corps after corps before him, seems to have 
been intoxicated with his success ; for, when he saw the ten tboiisand 


1 7:6 TFI E EOYA'L MILITARY' CHRONICLE. [Jaw. 

men imder Geiiera'I Ott retreat so hastily from Fort Novo, with little, or 
no resistance,' he is said to have written to Moreau in the following, 
words: ^‘ La victoire est encore- fideie'aux arraes des repiiblicaios ; i! oe 
reste plus c|i.f uiie petite espace entre nous, et les routes soiit belles.^® 
'Bforeaii replied to the bearer of the letter : C’es-t vrai, qii’il ify reste 
qu’ane petite espace entre nous ; mats dans cette espace U se irome Sii» 
worow, qui vuiit bien one niaiivais route.” But Moreau had been at 
the battle of the Adda ! ' 

Jost after Macdonald had driven in General Ott, end had crossed the 
Treliia, wliich opened to him the way to' Tortoria, where Moreau was al- 
ready arrived, he was met by Soworow, There ended his career ! There: 
lie found,, as Moreau had foretold, an obstacle Fall as formifkble as a 

bad. roach” The gulpli between Lasarus and Dives was not more dan.* 
geroiis and terriie,. than the space which now remained between the two 
republican armies. 

The Field "Marshal arrived, with the vanguard-, at St, Giovanni,, at, 
the -ra-o merit that iMacdonald-- was'. making up to it, in pursuit of Genera! 
Ott, Siiworow, though his troops were greatly fatigued', iiiimecliately 
rushed on to the support- of General Ott, with his vanguard, under 
Prince Forkrazioii, and two regiments of Cossacks, the latter he led ia,' 
person, and 'commenced a most furious and destructive attack, in which 
he was soon after supported' by his infantry, on the left wing of the, 
French, who, after an obstinate resistance, were driven across the little 
river Tidone, leaving one thousand men killed, a great number wounded, 
and four hundred prisoners. In the mean time, the right wing and, 
flank of the republicans were attacked by the Russian geoersil prince- 
Gorzakow, while general Ott advanced against the centre. The French, 
were repulsed every wliere^ and were all driven over the Tidone be'fore 
siin"set. 

Night suspended, but was very far from putting an end to the battle., 
Macdonald retreated to the Trebia, on the left bank of which he forined 
his line o-f battle diiriog the nigli't, which S-oworow’s army passed on the 
left bank of the Tidone, six or seven miles from the Trebia., with, wbicli, 
it runs for some distance, in a line nearly parallel. 

The troops, on both sides, were cruelly fatigued. S-uworow, there-^- 
fore, did not put his army in motion till late the next momiog, knowing 
that- the additional energy, which his troops vrould receive from .pro,p.er 
refreshment, would more -than over-balance any advantage, of position, 
that the enemy could derive from a few hours delay® 

It was ten o’clock in the morning of the eighteenth, when 'the Impe^ 
rial army broke 'tip from th,e left bank of the Tidone, forded' the river- 
iii three " columns, and advanced towards the enemy : but, the co-u'iitry^ 
though very flat, being intersected by niiaierons "hedges, rows of -viiies^ 
and deep ditches, it was with no small difficulty, that Prince Porkrazi-o-n, 
with the- adva'iiced guard, reached the French left wing by one o’clock# 
Suworow’s army ' consisted ‘of seventeen battalions of Russians, twelve 
battalions of A-ustrian dragoons, and three regiments of cossacks, besides 
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tlie Austrian division under general Ott, making' in all about 30 , 000 : 
Eien ; so that the two armies were equal as to numbers, and that of Mac- 
donald was composed entirely of French troops, one Polish legion ex- 
ceptecL The French had,' indeed, the advantage of having chosen their 
grouiici; but, as the country was perfectly level, and as there were' 
neither redoubts nor intrencliments, this advantage was very incoii-^ 
siderab!e« 

Now, then, the long-contested question respecting the pretended sii«- 
^periority of republican courage was to be fairly and finally decided® On 
the one side were Imperialists, led by a nobleman, not more famed for his 
valour than his loyalty and piety ; on the other, were Republicans, com- 
maiided by a sans-culotts, bold and persevering, inured to treason, sacri- 
lege and blood® The strength of the combatants was equal, and great, 
was the stake ; for, on the issue of the battle. it depended, not only whe- 
ther the laurel shoiiM grace the brow^ of Sinvorow, or of Macdonald ; 
but,. whether loyalty, or treason, shoold prosper, and whether Italy, the 
seat of the arts and the garden of the world, should, in future, consist oC 
Christian kingdoms and principalities, or of base and impious repuVjlies® 

S'uworow put his right wing under the co.mmand of the Russian general 
Rosenbergh, his left under that of the Austrian general Melas, and thc' 
centre under that of the Russian general Foerster. The Russian 
inajor-geoeral prince For krazion commanded the vanguard, and Prince' 
Lichtenstein the reserve. Prince Porkrazion had the honour of begin- 
iiing the attack. He marched up to Macdonald’s left wing, and, amidst 
a shower of balls and grape-shot, rushed in at the head of his infantry 
with fixed., bayonets, while his cossacks' turned its flank. ■ The French 
retreated, leaving prisoners in the hands of the prince, their adjutant- 
general, two colonels, and six hundred men of the .Polish legion, with 
one cannon and a pair of colours. Macdonald, seeing the situation of 
Ms left wing, dispatched to its assistance a strong reinforcement,, to oppose 
which general Rosenbergh added the whole division of Sweykowsky to 
the vanguard of prince Porkrazion, The attack was renewed, and the 
French, after a very stout resistance, and considerable, loss, in killed and 
taken, were driven across the Trebia, 

111 the mean time the centre of the Imperialists, under General Foer- 
ster, with its light vanguard, fell in with the vanguard of the French^ 
which was composed of one thousand horse and a regiment of inhuitry,. 
and was stationed about half way between the Tidone and the Trebia,* 
This va'iiguard was attacked and driven back in. great- confusion on the 
centre of the Freneli line, which was then attacked by the Riissiaus;' 
wjth charged ba3^onets, and forced across the Trebia ; but, Macdonald, 
being -resolved,, if possible, to regain, his position, and having speedily' 
reinforced his' centre with several battalions and a stroo..g .division . of ca- 
valry, broke through the ranks of the Aivstria.n infantry, and, with a 
body of ten thousand ■ men, reached the left bankj-where be, was, how- 
ever, met with .s.iich'' unshaken co.iirage: by the- Russian column, wlm. 
co'olly waited his appro.ach;, and then threw .theEnselv.es on .him with fixed 
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bayonets^ that be was obliged again to take shelter on the other side of 
the river. 

Nor was the left wing of the Imperialists less active, less brave, or less 
siiccessfiiL General Melas, having under him the Austrian divisions of 
generals Ott and Froelich, attacked the French with great intrepidity,, 
and, though he had to overcome intrepidity equal to his own, he finally 
succeeded in driving the enemy from the left bank, but without folloW"* 
ing hini across the river* 

Thus terminated the second day of this welhfooght battle^ without 
any thing very decisive* Macdonald’s whole army had, indeed, been 
obliged to retreat over the Trebia ; but tbe ground he had lost was not 
much, and his new position was full as good as his former one* To 
attack him the Imperialists must cross the river, and, in so doing must 
expose themselves to his fire. His loss had, it is true, been considerable ; 
but his assailants also had met with loss, and the prisoners they had 
taken from him required troops to guard them* Besides, Macdonald 
was in hourly expectation of the arrival of a legion of Ligurians, under 
the command of general la Poype, who were coming from the moun-^ 
tains of Genoa, above Bobbio, and were to fall upon tbe right flank of 
the Iraperiai army. He, moreover, entertained strong hopes, and not 
without some reason, that Moreau would, diiring the next day, come up 
and fall upon the rear of Suworow, while he engaged him in front. 

The Field Marshal did not pass the night without anxiety. He had 
left the Count of Bellegarde to blockade in his absence, the citadels of 
Tortona and Alexandria, and to oppose as long as possible, the progress 
of Moreau, should he advance ; but, as the force under the Count was 
very inconsiderable, and, as the strength of Bloreaii’s army was unknown, 
the gallant and persevering resistance of Bdacdonald, which had already 
prolonged the battle to an unexpected duration, could not fail to pro- 
duce uneasy sensations in the mind of Suworow* During the night, he 
called his generals together, and, after having stated to them their situa- 
tion, and the difficulty they must expect to encounter, he took his leave 
of them with these impressive words:. To-morrow, gentlemen, reiiiem- 
her, tha|: on our swords will hang, our own honours, the glory of our 
sovereigns, and the fate of Italy.” 

■ On the morning of the Ipth, the troops of both ariiiies'were so fatigued, 
that" the battle did not begin till nine o’clock. The lines were drawn 
up 00 the'two banks of the Trebia, the Imperialists on the left bank and 
the French on the right. The river is nearly a miie wide from bank to 
■bank. . The intermediate space is an open sand divided by several streams, 
which were, however, fordable in .all parts* ■ While the allies were pre- 
paring to make an attack, the French began a most tremendous fire 
upon the whole line, and, advancing at the same time, with- great celerity, 
■against the village of Cassaleggio, they turned the.< right wing of the 
Russians, and obliged them, for some time to, fall back ; but, at fhis 
instant, prince Porkrazioo fell upon their rear and flank, and inade great 
havock amongst them* They did not, howevei, give up their object;. 
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tlief repeatedly renewed the attack upon the village, and were every 
time repulsed by the Rossiaiis. The whole left wing of Macdonald now 
made a fnrioiis attack upon the right of the Russians; the battle became 
uncommonly obstinate and bloody ; general Dahlbeim made the first 
impression upon the French, who, still undaunted, made a second attack^ 
and though general Rosenbergh broke through their whole line, this 
did not prevent them from rallying, and with redoubled fury, commencing 
a third attack* The contest was here at last decided by the advance of 
prince Porkrazion, who at the head of his cossacks, threw himself amidst 
the French with irresistible impetuosity, and produced a confusion of 
which general Rosenbergh took advantage and completed their defeat* 

To the left, the attack of the French was equally violent on general 
Melas* They crossed the river wdth two thousand horse and a strong 
column of infantry, detaching, at the same time, a second coliunn along 
the Po, in order to turn the left bank of general Ott. But both columns 
were repulsed* Prince Lichtenstein, without considering his superior 
force, met the vanguard of the cavahy, attacked it, and driving it back 
upon the infantsy, broke the line. The French, however, rallied again^, 
and w^ere again charged by the prince, while the main body of the Aus- 
trians, with general Melas at their head, came up, and finding the enemy 
already in confusion, drove them back with very great loss in killed^ 
wounded and taken. 

But, it was for the centre of the Imperialists, composed of Russians, 
and commanded by general Foerster, that Macdonald reserved his most 
furious assault. Opposite this part of the army he had erected some 
considerable batteries, from which he kept up a constant and heavy fiix\ 
while he in person ad vanced across the river with his centre column, con- 
sisting of the flower of his army. The Russians, without firing a gun, 
waited his approach, with fixed bayonets, till he reached the left bank 
of the river, when the whole column, led by Suworow in person with 
general Foerster by his side, darted forward upon his vanguard, which, 
immediately recoiling, threw the main body into confusion, The car- 
nage that ensued was dreadful; but, Macdonald, whom nothing seemed 
to dishearten, and who still hoped to see Moreau arrive, rallied his troops 
and returned to the attack. He was again repulsed and thrown into 
confusion, and again he rallied and renewed the fight. He was repulsed 
again, and was again endeavouring to rally, but finding it impossible, he 
attempted to retreat in some order ; but in this also his endeavours were 
useless. The French fled in the greatest disorder and were pursued till 
the close of evening by the victorious Suworow, who strewed the sands 
of the Trebia with the bodies of four thousand republicans. This blow 
put' ail' end to the memorable and obstinate battle of the Trebia. The 
French were once more driven across the river, and night once more 
'Sheltered them from the p'ursoit of their enemies. 

Macdonald, wdio had, at last, determined o'D a retreat, did. not wait for 
the son to light him on his way. He decamped in the night, sending off 
the divisioii ofYictor towards the Val de .Taro to keep open his commu- 
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nicatioE with Geiioag and hastening with the rest of his army^ across the 
duchy of ModeiMj towards Tuscany. Soworow did not, like general 
Howe after the battle of the White Plains, desist from- a pursuit, saying 
that there was enough done for one time.’® , No; he formed his army 
into ilyiiig columns, the Russians on the right and the Austrians on the 
left, and following the Seeing enemy with all possible speed as far as, 
the river Niira, where the right column overtook their rear guard near 
St Giorgio, made prisoners of half the seventeenth brigade, and about 
one thousand men beioogiog to the regiment formerly the famous 
Auvergne. 

The pursuit was continued, on the 2 1st, as far as Fiorenzola. Gene-« 
Tal Ott reached Borgo St. Tonio the same day, and, the he pur-, 
'sued 'the 'French to Parma, where ge'oeral Holierizollero had already 
arrived, and found several of Macdonald’s wounded men left behind. 
Oil the 22d the army rested at Fiore nzola, whence, however, in conse- 
■quence of intelligence received from his rear, Siiworow hastened back^ 
'by forced marches, towards Tortooa. 

The Ligurian legion, consisting of 3,000 men, which Blacdooald had, 
for three days, so anxiously expected, had approached near to the scene 
-of action; but being met by general Betetzky, who had been detached 
by the Field-marshal for that purpose, they immediately retreated to- 
wards Bobbin, were pursued by general Betetzky, with two regiments 
^■of Cossacks, and were all dispersed except 500 killed and 103 taken 
prisoners. But, Moreau had, during the absence of Suworow, left Coni 
and advanced with an army of 15,000 men, into the plains between 
Tortona and -Alexandria. On the 20tb, lie attacked the Austrian corps 
under the count of Beliegarde, who had been left by the Field-marshal 
to blockade those two citadels. The count’s force was very incoosider- 
vable ; he succeeded, however, though with the severe loss of 2,100 mm 
in killed, wounded auil prisoners, in keeping Moreau at bay for four 
^days, at the end of which, the latter, hearing of the defeat of Macdonald^ 
and fearing the -ret or II of Suworow, began his retreat through Novi and 
over the Boehetta, towards Gavi and Genoa, and had 'the good luck tci. 
be out of reachbefore the Field-marshal arrived* 


/ 2b be continued J 
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. . . ORIGINAL MEMORIALS 

FOR THE HISTORY OF THE PRESENT TIMES. 


BE EABBICATION BE EEMFEREUR NAFOLEOm.. 
[the nights of the abdication of the emperor NAPODEON.J 
TRANSI.AXEB, FROM' THE FRENCH OF BIDIER. 

( Conchided,) 

ON the breaking up of the assembly nobody appeared to be satis- 
fied; M. D. S. D. said iii a loud' voice, and so as that the Emperor 
could hear'^him, M. de La Fayette has laid , his -finger on the sore. I 
admire Napoleon, but in order that all France and that posterity may 
think as I do, one great act is still wanting. Is there no one so much a 
friend to our happiness and glory, as to point out to him how he may 
still add to it Genera! Solignac heard these last words, and we shall 
presently see what a noble use he made of them. 

THE ABDICATION. 

The Chambers assembled next day at nine o’clock. The sitting of 
the representatives was tumultuous. It was easy to perceive the existence* 
of parties, and from the asperity of discussion it was felt that they were 
drawn up in battle array. The Royalists, the Constitutionalists, and 
the Republicans, spoke more or less directly upon the necessity of an 
abdication. M. Dupin even spoke of a solemn measure to cause the 
Monarch to agree to it, and the terra forfei tu re was pro- 
nounced, At this word, such as were the partizans of the Emperor, ex- 
clusively— those who saw their country in the man, and perhaps their 
own fortune in Buonaparte, raised cries of opposition, started some diffi- 
culties of a very singular kind, and, having become formalists, though 
somewhat too late, they opposed the tediousness of forms against the 
decisive rapidity of a wish that had become almost general. It certainly 
was that of the Constitutional Monarchists, of the Bourbon Royatists^ 
and of the Federalist Republicans. The first, whether they might have 
to appoint a Council of Regency, an Executive Commission, or to re- 
store to the nation the choice of a new dynasty, or should revert to the 
ancient dynasty, were convinced that to wander from the Constitutional 
line, which has, for twenty-five years been sacredly observed in all Con- 
stitutional acts, would be to deliver France to the arbitrary violence of 
despotism^ or the bloody extravagance of anarchy. The Royalists saw- 
no safety but in the restoration of the House of Bourbon, and divided 
into pure, who demanded the unqualified restoration of the absolute re- 
gime^ and moderate, jnitiges^ who were disposed to temper the gothic 
elements of this regime with the innovations of the age, were united in 
their love for the King, in their irreconcileable hatred towards the Em- 
peror. As to the Republicans who have been calumniated, or whose 

views have been mistaken by attributing to them the mad project of re- 
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cstablisliing the power of the Demagogues, as in 1793, it is to be pre- 
sumed that' they wished to force on Francethat federative organization 
of which the Girondists had formed the idea— -a system which, dividing the 
provinces only with regard to administration, joined them in one common 
centre, and in one political combination common to them all« These 
tliree parties, which diverged so widely from one another with respect to 
their object, very frequently accorded in their means, and on that day 
their principal means consisted in the forfeiture or abdicMion of Napo- 
leon., ' , t . . 

Whilst the Chambers, harassed by those four factions, were submitting 

tothe momentarf influence which each of them alternately lost and 
gained, what was going on at the palace Elys^e ? The Monarch, thought- 
ful, silent, meditative, was employed in quickly writing notes, which the 
moment after he tore in pieces. Every ten minutes he received a bill- 
letiii from the two Chambers, and his countenance brightened mp or 
became gloomy according to the quality and nature of the news. Some 
Ministers, Counsellors of State, and a crowd of functionaries, like spec- 
tres, were stalking through the apartments and the bureaus. Some pre- 
sented themselves before him, whom, after a few unmeaning words, he 
dismissed. I remarked that he signed several pardons and promotions^ 
in the Order of Re-union and iu the Legion of Honour. 

On a sudden, the noise of a chariot driving rapidly was heard : it was 
that of Prince Lucien. — On seeing him Napoleon became visibly pale,, 
and soon after reddened exceedingly. Well !” said he. The Prince 
takes his brother down a shady walk ; I followed, at some distance 
through the windings, with which I was acquainted, and got behind a 
close shade, which concealed me from the two illustrious speakers. I 
probably heard no more than the end of the discourse, of which I givea^ 
correct report. 

Lwcim.— Where then is your firmness ? — Lay aside these irresolu-^ 
fioos— You know what it cost not to dare.”' 

Emperor , — I have dared too much.” 

Too much and too little— Dare this last 

Emperor , — Another eighteenth Brumaire?” 

JLttcim.—®® By no means— A decree quite constitutional/ The;con» 
^titution gives you this 

Emperor»r^^^ Thej do not love the constitution, they term it oH 
' blotted waste paper. And if they . oppose the decree ■ 

Luden,'^^^ They are in such a case rebels, and what is still better, they 
are more easily dispersed.’^ .. 

They have appealed to the National Guard, which is not 
attached to me; it will come to their succour.” 

izccieK.— The National Guard possesses no force but ' that of resis- 
tance.; when called, upon to act, theshopkeepers will think on their wive^ 
and their shops. ' 

Emperor, — An, eighteenth Brumaire might if it should fail, lead- 
a thirteenth Vendewiare/ ; 



*816,] THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE. 18* 

“You are deliberating when you should act; they are 

actiogs not deliberating.’'^ 

What can they do? They are mere talkers.” 

Lucien . — “ Opinion is on their side— They will pronounce a forfeiture® 

£??2pcror.~—** Forfeiture ! They dare not.” 

They will dare any thing, if you dare nothing.” 

iJwp^ror.— Let us see Davoust.” ' 

They returned to the palace, where the Prince d’Eckmuhl was ordered 
to attends I know not what was required of him or what he answered, 
but to judge of it from his noble defence before the representatives, he 
was not disposed to attempt any thing against the independence of the 
representation.. 

Prince Luclen, greatly agitated, got into bis chariot. A few minutes 
after this I heard him replying to a Secretary, ‘‘What would you have ? 
The smoke of the battle of St, Jean has turned his head: he is a man 
altogether confiscated — c^est tin homme conjisquey 

The Emperor, hermetically closed up in his cabinet, did not stir out 
of it for an hour. He demanded some soup and coffee, which a valet- 
de-chambre caused to be served up to him, by a child whom Napoleon 
had distinguished among the servants of the palace, and to whom he 
had taken a fancy. The child looked at the Emperor, who, with hi» 
head leaning on his hands, sat in a fixed posture : — “ Eat,” said he, “ it 
will do you good.” “Are you not of Gonesse ?” “ No, Sire, I am of 
Pierre Fite.” “ Where your parents have a cottage and a few acres 
‘"Yes, Sire- — they are happy.” 

Napoleon having returned to his sitting room found two of his Secre- 
taries there, opening dispatches, “Is there any news ?” said the Em- 
peror. “ Here is a letter, the first I opened which comes under an en- 
closure, it is addressed to his Blajesty himself.”— “ Give it.” The 
Emperor read. 

“ Nature bad done much for you, fortune still more^ Born in an age 
which enjoys the inheritance of ages, of genius and philosophy, you 
yourself, the heir of all the Revolutions, comprehended in the French 
Revolution ; you should have established that epoch which was always 
the object of our wishes, in which genius would employ Revolutions,, 
for the purpose of infusing philosophy into the science of politics, and 
-conducting the nations to happiness. That happiness exists in the sta- 
bility and dignity of legitimate governments, by means of that possession 
which is guaranteed by a free choice : it consists in the independence of 
nations, and in the liberty of their citizens — independence without con- 
quests — liberty without licentiousness — property without privilege — an 
enjoyment of rights honoured by the performance of duties. Behold 
the benefits which France, which Europe expected from your judgment, 
from your talents, from your gratitude,— France demanded a govern- 
inent, which, democratical in its origin, monarchical in practice, might 
itemper with mixed institutions, the aristocrasy of its intermediate bodieste 
IJerniany called for % stronger tie,, which, might anite^,' under a mor^ 
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laiiifonii centre of action, th'e enervated mem bers':Of her gigantic body, 
Italy demanded that ti sacred confederation, under the holy • joke of 
opiaioD, should bind together its States, divided as to legist atioe, but 
'already closely united to each' other by language, taste, and manners, 
Switzerland wished for the repose of her mountains— Holland for" the 
protection of her commerce, Spain, connecting with the love of political 
liberty, prejudices which severe philosophy combats, and which a more 
accoiiirnodaiing policy manages and renders useful— Spain invoked at 
the same time the maintenance of her worship, the restoration of her 
monarchy, the emaocipatiou of her citizens. It was almost the same 
with the rest of Europe. The light which enlightened her during the 
last years of the eighteenth century, was like that of a confiagratioh, 
flaming and terrible. A mild light proceeding from the North, had 
given the signal for a progressive regeneration, without convulsions and 
without re-actions. Instead of your seizing upon this for the safety of 
all, what have you done ? 

The mechanical spring of intellect, which prudence could only 
have converted into genius, is weakened in your head. You under*® 
stood that the energy of your character would receive additional strength 
from the energy of circumstances; and these two instruments affording 
mutual assistance to each other, you have given to the attentive world 
an example of an ambitipn always devouring, and never satisfied. 

** To nations stirred up by our Revolution, you promised liberty 
and independence ; to Kings, the restoration of their governments, and 
the dignity of their thrones ; to religion rank and respect; to commerce 
capital, the first materials ; liberty, protection ; to proprietors of lands, 
laws and securities ; to fathers of families you have given desires and 
hopes. Thus addressing principles, rousing paradoxes, cherishing the 
passions, you have united the most opposite minds ; you have concealed 
intentions most widely separated, Each was in search of happiness; 
you have promised it to every one. 

To whom have you given it ? To nobody ! in room of that shadow 
of liberty which enchanted the first period of the Revolution, you have 
substituted the phantom of glory. Slaughter was spread under the 
colours of the one, in order to reachat the other, which was always 
Hying from us: men were flying to deathi Of these brilliant theories^ 
the most evident result is death* 

What did it signify to you, provided, that at the sound Of your 
name, the earth would he silent ?— -What did it signify, provided that 
Europe, shared between your brothers, should become, as it were, a 
field of corn, divided between heirs? Your federative system was the 
means of these divisions; the humbling of England was the pretext^ 
Perhaps that was also the motive;,, for I 'do 'not' deny to you, n 
egoistical species: of patriotism, . nor ."-a cosmopolite ambition. ' What 
then was wanting to your genius ? ' Common sense ! 

Yes, seQsebas deserted' your understanding, and sensibility has for«< 
'sal^enyour sonL Endowed with either one or the other, you might have 
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' compreheiideds you might, have felt that in working ivlth men, yon were 
mot working with rnde matter. Whatlfas resulted from this contempt of 
your species? That the minority may remain your accomplices; bet 
that the majority, which at first bad followed you, preferred becoming 
yoor victim.— This is what honour prescribed. 

Bat if honour forbids sometimes calling ih aid, it oftentimes pre^ 
scribes to profit by it when offered. This is what your enemies are do- 
ing. The powers of the earth have put arms in the hands of their sol- 
diers, in their own defence — we shall make use of them to punish you. 

The cliastiseraent of a hero (for if Attila, Gengis, and Tamerlane 
were heroes, you are one also), always consists in his fall. Yours is re- 
solved upon ; and that history may find it legal, as well as your contem- 
poraries may think it legitimate, it is the public authority which is about 
to pronounce it-— Your accomplices cannot exclaim that it is the work of 
Calmuck bayonets. You may, however, anticipate it. Reserve to your- 
self the honour of descending from a throne, when you may be torn from 
it— This is the advice of an honest enemy, who often admired, but who 
never feared you ; and who, at the price of his blood, would have wished 
to have reverenced in you the saviour of the world, of which you have 
been the scourge. That enemy cannot leave him whom his own genius 
and the national will have made a Sovereign, without pronouncing that 
word which a friend (provided he has one remaining) should not withold. 
Abdicate^ Philadelphin,” 

«« labdicate TVexclaimed the Emperor, pressing his lip, and rumpling 
the letter between his hands— What think you of it ?’’ said he to two 
of his Ministers of State, who just entered. These were M. de Boulay 
and Regnault de St. Jean d’Aiigely— The first was silent. I under- 
stand yon,” said Napoleon, turning pale, you are of the same opinion 
as the anonymous writer.” Miet made no answer. “ And you, Count 
Regnault, what is your advice ?” ‘‘ With men and money you might 

make resistance ; but without them what can you do but yield ?” ** I 

can resist— opinion is op the side of the Chambers, and the Chambers 
think a sacrifice should be made.” Here Lieutenant-General Solignac, 
a Member of the Chamber of Representatives, was announced. Sc- 
lignac !” exclaimed the Emperor; ** I have not spoken to him for five 
years ; what does he want of me.” The Ministers left the room, and 
the General entered. 

This important interview passed without witnesses, and although con- 
cealed behind a partition, from which I could see the speakers, it was 
impossible for me to gather the details of the conversation. But the 
following is the result, which I had from the General himselfi 

The Emperor appeared affected at seeing him, for the General was 
disgraced about four or five years before. The General stated the pro- 
position, of which he was the bearer, and intteated him to remove the 
disgrace of a forfeiture by abdicating. This word at first excited a kind 
of rage in the heart of Napoleon, which tvas soon relieved by. bursting 
forth^ de Suiignac suffered this storm to pass -oyer, and taking -iir 
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Ills text the glory of the Emperor (a feeling to wbleh he was aU’^’ays 
sensible) the General made him understand that this was the only ex- 
pedient of preserving it* ■ He even convinced him that .the interest of 
liis family was guaranteed by this measure. The Monarch, however^ 
would not yield. This resistance, which lasted more than half an hour, 
suggested to M.Solignac the happy thoughtof naiiiiog the young prince 
Napoleon. At this name the soul of the Sovereign, more moved than 
the soul of the father, appeared to open itself to new sentiments. The 
discretion of this officer did not let me understand of what nature these 
could be. But I do not think it impossible to conjecture them. The 
proclaiming of the Imperial Prince would bring with it a Regency, 
which, supposing the father positively excluded, admitted as guardians, 
the child’s paternal and maternal uncles. According to that hypothesis, 
the imperial system would be merely modided; and by admitting, that 
the promises of Napoleon, since his return, were not altogether illusory, 
they would accord with the public wishes, in reconciling France with 
Europe, usurpations with legitimacy, and liberty with glory. 

The Emperor then resolved on abdicating in favour of bis son ; and 
General Solignac, in carrying this resolution to the Representatives, 
which his address, his courage, his devoted ness had obtained, spared 
the Emperor the humiliation of a forfeiture; to the army the shame 
which it must have felt that it received in the person of its Chief — the 
nation already so unfortunate, the troubles which a measure so just but 
go impolitic must have excited. 
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LETTER XXII. continued. 

NOT a foot of ground could the French gain in any quarter; and although 
H-esli troops came up to the support of their discomfited brethren, they were 
‘ all forced to retire. 

The village, of course, became the next field of contention ; and a most se« 
struggle look place, ^ Butthey gave way again ; and being hotly pursued: 
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hy our people,! am sorry to say, that in this brave chace we lost our two 
laiit friends, Majors Stanhope and Napier. Poor Stanhope, whilst following 
his friend at the head of a few men, received a shot through the heart He 
exclaimed, my Godl” and dropped. Napier did not long survive Mm» 
l am told that he was bayoneted by some of the enemy whilst in the act of 
calling 00 his men to follow him to the seizure of some guns near the houses. 

Thus did these noble friends meet their fate in one day ; thus do they lie to- 
gether on the field of glory 5 and th us for ever may deuthless laurels shade them^ 

The 50tli have suffered greatly. Indeed it is rather to he wondered at that 
they have not incurred more loss than that they have sustained so much. 
Their ancient character for intrepidity and the reputation they gained at 
Vimelra, together with their ambition to surpass, if possible, the glories of the 
42d, precipitated this brave corps into more dangerous circumstances than per- 
haps strict prudence could justify. One of their own officers told me since 
the action, that his regiment and the 42d could not have lost less than ^50 
men. Great as this may appear, yet it was trifling when compared with the 
essential service their enterprising courage effected in producing the success of 
the day. But to the field again. 

During this aiiair General Baird lost his arm ; hence we were soon deprived 
of the assistance of this inspiriting leader. And what still farther blighted the 
brilliant completion of the glorious work already begun, was the fiill of our 
commander-in-chief I He was struck by a cannon-shot, and was carried ex- 
piring off the ground. The stroke was felt by us all, and by all will ever be 
deplored. But, thank heaven, the blow that wounded our hearts did not paralizc 
them j our ardour and success at this eventful moment were in their full blaze: 
and although the dreadful tidings of our loss were immediately spread through 
our right wing, and soon made their way to the left, yet neither dismay nor 
grief checked our courage for an' instant. Vengeance as well as victory seemed 
to nerve every arm 5 and pouring on our enemies with redoubled determination,, 
we forced them in every point to leave us the disputed ground in testimony of 
our advantage. 

This attack on our right being frustrated, its security from farther assaults 
from the fresh bodies of the enemy was effected by the excellent conduct of 
Major-General Paget, who was supported by Lieutenant-General Frazer. 

Our centre was the next aim of t he French; but they were equally well 
received as on our right wing, and as successfully repulsed. Discomfited in 
these several attacks, a third charge was made on our left, who were much 
annoyed by the French troops which had obtained possession of a village on 
the high road. Here again the houses became objects of dispute; and the 
British bayonet soon made the enemy leap from the windows, or bathe with 
their blood the habitations of th e once peacefulinhabitants. 

I believe that this gallant dislodgment of the French was achieved by the 
14tli regiment, who made such havoc that the enemy retired in confusion, 
leaving us to advance, which we did; and occupied ground far more forward 
than that we had possessed before the attack. 

As the day closed, our enemies drew off; and at about six o clock in the 
evening the somulsofartillery and the rattling of small arms were heard no 
more. We had silenced the French, we had compelled them to retire; and 
departing like the dying martyr even amid the fiames of our triumph, we, 
prepared for embarkatiou* 


m ■ ■ .THE ROYAL MILITARY , CHRONieLfi, [Jaw. 

Having collected as many of our wounded as we could discover^ and sent 
tlieiB on board ; our picquets resumed their original positions, and every pre- 
paration was made for shipping the remainder of the army.- During the 
whole Bight of the. l6th, this service was performings and all, excepting the 
brigades under Generals Hill and Beresford, were safely embarked* On this 
intimation the picquets fell back 5 and before day- light on the seventeeiitli 
they were launched with their brave comrades in the various transports* 

The enemy, not imagining that we so employed ourselves during the nighty 
lay ill profound repose ; perhaps anticipating our attack upon them next morn- 
ing, OF meditating to retrieve their late defeat by an,assault ou us, backed witli 
new reinforcements. 

General Beresford had occupied the ground near St Lucia 5 and General 
Hill kept the heights in the rear of the citadel 5 meanwhile the natives fulfilled 
their promises of exertions to facilitate our embarkation : and thus we quitted 
Spain with stronger convictions of its patriotism than we were allowed to 
preserve when we first entered it at Alcantara. 

In the course of the day and night of the 17th, the two brigades of Beres- 
ford and Hill were happily afloat, and nothing seemed now wanting but the 
aid of the winds to waft us with our new, though bleeding wreaths, to our na- 
tive shores. 

When our enemies perceived that we had accomplished our object of em- 
barkation, and that nothing remained to dispute their passage to Corunna^ 
they advanced and possessed tliemselves of the high ground near St, Lu- 
cia ; and at about three o’clock established a battery that commanded the har- 
bour. This done, they opened a fire on the ships that had not yet cleared from 
within their reach j and directing it particularly against a transport whose 
misfortune it had been to get on the rocks not far from the castle of St Anto- 
nio, they were answered by heavy guns from our line of battle ships 5 but 
whether with any mortal effect I know not. 

Our total loss in this afiair cannot at present be ascertained, as no return 
could be given in of the numbers killed or wounded : but I learn that many of 
our bravest ofiicers have fallen ; and that several of them are of that rank and 
experience which must double our regrets, as we lose what only time and op- 
portunities can replace, However, while we fear we hope; for our informa- 
tion is yet very vague on Ihis subject; each reporter only gathering from what 
lie saw in the bloody neighbourhood of his own actions, or collected from the 
confused accounts of casual iookers-on in the moment of embarkation® 

You, perhaps, may have a more correct account (though under our circum- 
stances it is impossible you should have a perfect one), as General Hope will 
make every exertion to transmit a proper return to England. The command 
devolved on that brave officer the instant Sir John Moore and Sir David Baird 
were /w?^s de • ' ' ' 

Considering every thing, our embarkation after the battle was very ably 
conducted ; and, in addition to the impression we had made upon our enemy, 
we are very much indebted to our friends of the navy for the easiness of our 
transition from the land to the sea. Jt was under their guidance we moved; 
and all was conducted with the utmost coolness and deterwinatioo. 

The weather was so adverse that we had not time to file off regularly into 
the different transports; hence some overfiowed, and others set sail %vithout a 
soldier on board ; but had the elements been in our favour, we should have been 
able, from the orderly dispositions of the naval officers, to have dispersed 
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our harassed multitudes more to their own comfort as well as to our own. In 
the midst of our embarkations while all was going on quietly and with due re« 
gularity, the wind springing suddenly up, filled’ us with fears that should we 
follow our former plan we must leave our covering brigades in extreme peril. 
Accordingly we hurried all on board in the best manner we could. And be- 
ing on board, thank God that ah who survive are once more afloat ; that the 
mutilated remains of our gallant army are returning to their country to re- 
ceive the rewards and consolations due to their bravery and their sufferings, 

P.S. I enclose the route of our army during this disastrous campaign. 

March of the army under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Moore from Lisbon to Salamanca, through Portugal, naming the principal 
towns they passed through. 

Lisbon, Santarem, Abrantes, Castello Branco, Guarda, Almeida, Ciudad 
Rodrigo, Salamanca. ■ , 

General Hope’s division — Lisbon, crossed the Tagus to Aldea Golego, Es- 
tremoz, Elvas, Badajos, Truxillo, Guadaloupe, Toledo, Escurial, Madrid 
Avila, Alva.— Salamanca. 

The junction of our columns being now formed, we proceeded to — Toroj, 
Yaldaris, Majorga— Here joined by General Baird’s corps from Conimia. 

Sahagmi, back to — Majorga, Benevente, Astorga, Villa Franca, Lugo, Bet- . 
tanzos, Corunna, 

End of the Letters on Sir X 3Ioor^s Cmnjiaign* 


[Letters during Sir A. Wellesley’s Campaign in Spain in 1809, in our next.] 


THE HISTORY OF THE WAR, 

From the year 1792 to 1814; in which the Military Transactions oj^ 
each Campaign are related separately and in detaiL 


CAMPAIGN OF I793e 


BOOK III. CHAP. L continued^ 

ALTHOUGH' jt was 'now half past six in the evening, and the 
French royalists and cannon expected from Toulon bad not yet arrived^ 
captain Elphinstone determined on an immediate attack, and after keep- 
ing up an incessant fire on the artillery stationed at the bridge, he ad- 
vanced in column, and rushed forward on the enemy, who immediately 
abandoned all their posts, and left the victors in possession of their 
cannoo, horses, ammunition, and two stand of colours. 

Carteaux, however, soon collected a body of five thousand men, and 
not only harassed the garrison, but actually took possession of the gorges 
of Olloiiilles, and occupied one of the advanced posts, not exactly 
situated in the regular line of defence, which it had been determined 
to abandon; the Spaniards, consisting of about four hundred troops, 
and one hundred and fifty of the. nationah' guards ..who were left in pos- 
session of it, suffered considerably upon this occasion'; and the coalesced 
powers now deemed it prudent to concentrate, their forces 'within the 
■forts that protecied the place. 

No. a B 
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Toiiloii^ before wliicb the duke of Savoy and prince Eiig.ene were 
foiled at the commencement of the eighteenth century, when it was 
only defended by the cannon placed on its ram parts, appeared at this 
/•period.to be rendered nearly inexpugnable, by the zeal and industry 
of the English, DOW commanded by lord Mu) grave, who, served, in the 
capacity of brigadier-generah Finding that the forts Faron, Bala- 
giiier, LaMalgue, and L’Equillete, were overlooked and commanded 
by the adjacent hills, these heights were crowned with redoubts, the 
cross-fire from which seemed to interdict all approach* A new fort was 
also constructed at Malbousquet encampments were formed at Sl 
Eoch, at Equillete, and at Balaguier ; the last of which was termed the 
grand camp by the English, and Little Gibraltar by the French* The 
?edoubts were all defended by heavy artillery, taken from the lower 
decks of the French line of battle ships ; a body of infantry from the 
Spanish army in the Roussilon entered the place at this period, while two 
thousand of his Sicilian majesty’s best troops, under the command of 
brigadier-general Pignatelli, arrived on board a small squadron, and 
more were expected daily: a considerable detachment from the army of 
the king of Sardinia, consisting entirely of grenadiers and chasseurs, 
was also sent to the succour of the garrison at the same time* 

On the other hand, Barras and Freron assembled all the young mea 
placed ill a state of requisition in the neighbouring departments ; the 
besieging army was supplied with an immense quantity of artillery ; 
and a reinforcement of twenty-five thousand men expected the moment 
that Lyons had surrendered* 

During this interval, both armies were occupied about the attack and 
defence of detached- posts. The French having opened two masqued 
batteries at La Petite Garenne, and a third the day after at Les Gaux^ 
sunk one of the gun-boats employed against them ; on the other hand^ 
lord Mulgrave sent a detachment to occupy the heights of La Grassej^ 
which commanded a complete view of the whole extent of the enemy’s 
position to the .we,stward of Toulon ; and the British seamen having 
dragged heavy cannon up a very steep ascent with infinite labour and 
extraordinary expedition, this important post, which' completely covered 
the outward roadsted, was put in a complete state of defence® 

The enemy, however, were on their , side.' indefatigable ; ^and after, de-* 
taching various bodies of men in dlftbrept , directions, with a view of at-» 
tractiog the attention, .of the- .garrison, : they actually conceived and exe* 
cuted a plan, which, even, at that early period of the siege, was cal-, 
culated to render the possession of Toulon . precarious® Being well 
aware of the ■ immense advantages, likely to .be derived |from thC' pos- 
session of " the post, of Faron, an attack, was made upon it in the night of 
Sept.S'Oth. ' In consequence-of this, a '.picquet of sixty men was. driven 
in from the Pas de la Malgue, about Break of day, and on returning to 
the redoubt of Faron they ..found .that it had been abandoned by the 
Spanish garrison, and soon after taken possession of, as well as thesuni^ 
invt of the lining mountain, .considered,. hitherto as nearly inaccessible* 
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No sooner .was this iinlockly event known at Toulon,- than a council 
©f officers was assembled, and it was determined to make an attack oo 
the west, while captain Eiphinstone effected a diversion on the side of 
the redoubt of F aron« The British and Piedmontese troops, formed into 
a column under lord Mulgrave, led the way, while another under adnii- 
fal Gravioa, consisting of Spaniards and Neapolitans, followed; lord 
Hood in the mean time having undertaken the care of Toulon and fort 
La Malgye, to enable a greater force to be detached from these places. 
The enemy, who had from eighteen hundred to two thousand men 
posted on the heights, defended their position, and an obstinate engage- 
ment ensued ; but the French were at length obliged to abandon the 
redoubt, and retire in confusion, having experienced a severe loss. 

A few days after this (Oct. 8th), a successful sally was also made 
against some works erected on the heights ; but the enemy soon fired 
heavy cannon and mortars as before, from two new batteries at La Hau- 
teur des Mouliiis, and two more on the Hauteur de Reinier. The vice- 
admiral being apprehensive lest the fleet might suffer from the latter of 
these, it was accordingly determined to destroy them. A detachment 
of British infantry, marines, Piedmontese, and French royalists, was 
accordingly ordered under arms (Oct. 1 6th) at eight o’clock at night for 
that purpose ; and an intelligent deserter having given correct inform- 
ation relative to the situation of the enemy, and the approaches to their 
works, the expedition, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Nugent, 
proved successful. 

Notwithstanding these partial defeats, the French army, which in- 
creased boixiiy, redoubled its activity, and skirmishes took place daily* 
At length, however, a large detachment of the enemy, under general 
Lapoype, stormed and took possession of the heights of Cape Brim, 
which they carried after an obstinate resistance, by means of their su- 
perior numbers. Lord Mulgrave, on obtaining intelligence of this un- 
fortunate event, marched out against them, but no engagement oc- 
curred, and it became evident ffoUi this period, that the toe of the gai*^ 
fison, in consequence of the ardour and perseverance of the enemy, 

. became daily more critical. 

Towards- the': end of the month ■'(Octv e7th) -a- reinforce men t arrived 
from-- Gibraltar ■ along' -with 'lieutenant-general O’Hara, who had been' 
appointed governor of Toulon and its dependendes; 

A few days after (Nov. 15th) the French repeatedly attacked fort 
Mulgrave, on the heights of Balaguier, one of the most essential forts 
appertaining to the place, as it covered both the town and harbour ; but 
they were repulsed by the bravery of the British troops who defended 
it, with the loss of several hundred men. 

In the mean time admiral lord Hood; sir Gilbert Elliot, and general 
O’Hara, were appointed commissioners plenipotentiary,” under the 
great seal of England ; and being all . |iresent, proceeded to act in the 
: name of the king of Great Britain* 

By this time Lyons had capitulated to-tlie^ troops belonging' to the 
coaventioo^ and a powerful army now invested Toulon ; the forces in 
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wliicli, although Bume appertained to difihreiit nations, and were 
not aiiiiiiated. either by the same sentiments or the same interests. On 
the other hand, the deputies with the French army provided caiinoo^ 
ainmiinition, and provisions, in abundance ; whatever the besiegers re-» 
qoired was obtained instantly by requisition, and all the exploits of the 
sokliery, were at once witnessed and rewarded by the representatives of 
the people. Diigommier, a genera! who had already distinguished 
liiiiiself by his victories over the forces of the king of Sardinia, was now 
appointed commander in chief; and as the surrenderor the^.great naval 
arsenal of the south greatly depended on the management of the im-> 
mense artillery 'employed against it,, great pains were taken to find an 
engineer every way worthy of the occasion. Such a person was at 
length discovered in Napoleon Buonaparte, a young Corsican, who had 
been educated at the military academy in France, and served as a lieu-., 
tenant in the regiment of La Fere. Having fled from the troubles 
that prevailed in bis native island, he now offered his services, and was 
employed by the deputy Barras, on the recommendation of his coun« 
tr^’iiian Saiicetti, and contributed not a little by his military talents to 
decide both the fate of Toulon and of France. 

The very first operation w^as decisive of success. Knowing that the 
possession of Maiboiisquet, one of the piincipai outposts of Toulon, 
would enable him to bombard the town and arsenal, Buonaparte accord- 
ingly opened a strong battery of heavy cannon and mortars on the 
height of Arenes, which annoyed that position exceedingly, by means of 
an incessant fira of shot and shells. As it became necessary to takeim- 
mediate and eifectual measures for the security of so important a post, 
governor OMlara determined to destroy the new works, termed the con«- 
ventiori-battery, and bring off the artillery. 

Having accordingly obtained a reinforcement of seamen from the 
fleet, to defend some redoubts whence he proposed to withdraw the sol- 
diers, at five o’clock in the morning he sent out a detachment consisting 
of four liundred British, three ■ hundred Sardinians, six, hundred Nea- 
politans, six hundred Spaniards, and four hundred French, under the 
command of major-general David Dundas. Notwithstanding these 
different bodies were all, obliged to cross a river on a single bridge, to 
divide afterwards into four columns, -to march across olive grounds, and 
to ascend a very considerable height cut into vine terrasses, they were 
fortunate enough to' surprise .the redoubt. Not content : with this suc- 
cess, by 'whicli they had fully.-effected all the objects of the expedition,, 
the troops, flushed with victory, and trusting to their .good ibrtuoe^ 
rushed forward, and descended'. the hill after a flying enemy. 

This unlucky incident' was not overlooked by the French .generals, 
who imuiediately advanced with a, considerable body of troops, , attacked' 
the assailants, now in disorder by the rapidity of their pursuit and the 
■ pnevemsess o,t the country,, and' .obliged them in their turn to retire with 
precipitatioiu The gallant lieutenant-general O’Hara , on this occasion^ 
’Teceiv^d a wound in. the^ia-rjti^^.apd being rendered faint by the .loss of 
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bloody was obliged to sit down under a wall, where he was taken. pr-w 
soiier ; several other officers also fell into the hands of the French. 

The events of this day, added to the capture of the brave officer who 
bad acted both in the capacity of governor and raiUtavy eomrnanrler^ 
contributed not a little to raise the expectations of the besiegers ; they 
now began to make nearer approaches to the place, and, by means of 
their batteries, not only attacked the posts of Malbonsqiiet, Le Brun, 
and fort Mulgrave, on the heights of Balaguier, at the same time, but 
threatened a geoerai assaulU 

Nor were these events to be despised. The garrison at this period 
was reduced to the most alarming situation ; and the enemy, whose force 
was constantly increasing, amounted to nearly forty thousand men^ 
cornniaiided by an able general, while the batteries were managed under 
the direction of one of the best engineers of his age. On the other 
band, the allied troops, composed of five different nations and languages, 
never exceeded twelve thousand rank jand file. With these, now 
greatly diminished by death and disease, a circumference of fifteen miles, 
for the defence of the town and harbour, was to be occupied and de- 
fended, by means of eight principal and several intermediate posts, which 
alone required nearly nine thousand men. 

The French being determined to push on the siege with increased 
vigour, relieved such of their troops as were fatigued, by fresh ones, and 
at two o’clock in the morning opened two new batteries on fort Mulgrave, 
and from these and three former ones continued a very heavy cannonade 
and bombardment, which killed many of the troops, and destroyed the 
works. As the weather proved rainy, they afterwards found means to 
assemble a large body of forces secretly, with which they stormed the 
fortification, and entered with screwed bayonets by that side defended 
by the Spaniards. On this the British and such of the ot her troops m 
bad not been killed during the assault, were obliged to retire towards 
the shore of Balaguier. • ' 

At day-break another attack took place on all the posts occupied by 
the garrison on the mountain of Faron* They were repulsed however on 
the east side, by about seven hundred men, commanded by colonel Le 
Jermagnan, a Piedmontese officer, who perished upon this occasion : but 
they found means to penetrate by the back of the mountain, although 
eighteen hundred feet high and deemed inaccessible, so as to occupy 
the side which overlooks Toulon. In the course of this day’s fight, all 
the English troops conducted themselves with great bravery ; while the 
French, invigorated, by ijeal, and trusting to their numbers, charged 
with unusual intrepidity and success. The deputy Arena headed one 
of their columns, and the generals Gervoni and Buonaparte particularly 
distinguished themselves. 

A council of flag and general officers now assembled; and as it was 
deemed impracticable to regain the posts that had been taken, and the 
town was not tenable, while they remained in the possession of the ene- 
' inji? ifc was deteimiaed to evacmtte TouIoQt / 'The 
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iiigly withdrawoy and ' m the course of that evening the combined’ fleet 
occu pied , new station in'' the outer road. Earl}^ next morni ng, the sich, 
wounded, and British field artillery, were sent off ; the Neapolitans, after 
abaodoniog the port of Micissey without orders, embarked at uooo, and 
measures were taken to withdraw the British, Piedmontese,, a,nd ,Spa«® 
iiiards, amounting to about seven thousand men, during the' night. , 

AS' the enemy now commanded the town as well as some of the ships 
by their shot and shells, it became necessary that the retreat should take- 
place as speedily as possible. 'Lord Hood accordingly gave orders for 
the boats of the fleet to assemble by eleven o’clock near fort Mai giie 
for that purpose. He had also settled a plan for destroying all the 
French men of . war and the arsenal, but was preven'ted, by the sudden 
and unexpected evacuation that' took place, from carrying his intentions 
fully into execution. Having entrusted that service to sir Sydney Smith, 
the latter on entering the dock-yard found that the artificers h'ad already 
substituted the three coloured cockade for the white one, while about sis 
hundred galley slaves, who had broken their fetters, were jealous of his 
operations, 'and would have exhibited a determined resistance, had not 
he pointed "the guns of two vessels, "on purpose to keep them in awe. 
After this he set fire to ten ships of the line and the arsenal, as well as 
to the inast-hoose, the great store-house, and other buildings, but the 
calmness of the evening prevented all the success expected from the 
coiiflagration. ■ ■ 

in the inean time the Spaniards, instead of scu ttling and sinking, set 
fire to the powder ships, and they as well as the English were foiled in 
the attempt to cut the boom, and destroy the men-Gf-war in the bason, 
in consequence of repeated volleys of musquetry from the' flag-ship'^ 
and the wall of the royal battery. The Hero' and Themistocles were 
however set on fire, and the party left for this purpose, afteiv a most 
desperate service,, effected their retreat;' by day-light next aiorni'og, all 
the British, Spanish, and Sicilian . ships, crowded- with' the uofortuimte 
inhabitants, were put' of .the reach of the enemy’s vengeance. Rear- 
admiral Trogoff, cn board the Commerce de Marseilles, with:',the Puis-w 
sant 'and Fompee,. two .other ships of the line, and the' Pearl, Arethusay 
and: Topaze frigates, with several- ..corvettes, formed , part, of tbe^ English 
fl.eet, with which lord. Hood' proceeded to Hieres bay, and soon after 
ed the men, wome.n,.and€,hildrfen, with which '.his^deeks wereeiicunibere'Cl# 
Thus after a siege of about , three months, and an incessant assault of 
five 'socGessive days: , and nights, . Toulon „was restored to France ; the 
§esieging "'ariBy, which had provided four thousand ladders for an assault,, 
having entered it at seven o’clock i-h the morniog {Dec. 19 ) subsequent 
to the evacuation. Of the in:habitants .w.ho favoured the cause of Europe^ 
some still remained, ' and we:re murdered by the guillotine or the musquet^ 

. Here, as well 'as 'at Marseilies and Lybns-, the most cruel punishments 
were inflicted on the royalists- ' and the conquerors acted up to their cha-^ 
iracteF in a terrible and. indiscrim'inate'' carnage Workmen were actu«® 

, , ♦’Tlie follO'Wfpg authentic extracts and notes written by the deputies cm misslont 
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ally iiwited from all tlie neigliboiiriiig departments to destroy tlie'priii® 
cipal bouses; the population became visibly decreased by the daily 
butchery that took place ; the name of 'Toulon was changed for that of 
Post cle la Montagues and a grand festival decreed in honour of the 
French army^ 


CHAR IL 

Campaign on the Rhhie^The Duke of Brunswick exhibits greai 
knts at .Pirmasens-^Landau invested and the Lines of Weissemhourg 
earned hy .the Austrians — Actions at HaguenaUf Brimpt), and Wau^ 
zemii^Fort Louis surrenders — Pickegru and Hoche at length change 
the Fortune of the Campaign — War in La Vendee^ and on the Frontiers 
of Spain and Italp* ■ 

THE fortune of the campaign of 1793, on the banks of the Rhine, 
was various* The same causes that had contributed to the successive 
defeats of the northern army and the loss of Belgium, operated there 
also with nearly an equal degree of force : and it was not until the ja- 
cobin party had displayed an unexampled degree of energy, that a 
change propitious to the cause of France took place* 

After the capture of Meotz, which contributed in some measure to 
restore the lustre of the Prussian arms, Frederick William II. with the 
usual generosity of the Prussian Kings, remained inactive until reani- 
mated by the prospect of a subsidy from England. At length, however, 
when the army of the Moselle bad been forced to withdraw behind the 
Sarre, the duke of Brunswick once more took the field, and defeated the 
French (Sept. I 5 th), who had marched to attack him* On this oGca- 
rion he exhibited an instance of generalship that did honour to the old 
school ; for by turning the flanks of the assailants he obliged three 
thousand of them to surrender prisoners of war, and obtained possession 
of twenty-seven pieces of cannon and two howitzers. After this he made 
some movements in support of the Austrians, who had hitherto contended 
oil unequal terras with the army of the Rhine, surprised a corps of 
French encamped near Bitche, and destroyed all the camp equipage 

will €©nvey to the indignant reader some idea of the unbridled vengeance of the 

■victors s , . . , ^ ' 

La vengeance nationale se deploye. On fusille ^ force. Dejd tons les oj^ciersde 
id fnann^ $ont extewiin^s* La republiqise sera vengi6e d’une manidre digne d die » 

, ies miines deS' patriotes seront appaisdes. 

Fueron a Moyse Bavle. 

« Toulon, 6 Nivose, 2e annde yepubllcaine^* 
« CEti va bien ici ; nous avons requis dowse mille mdgons des departemens 
«iivifoanans, pour demoliret raser la viile. Tous ’les jours depuis xiotre entree, 
nous feeons tomber deux cents teles ” , 

(Sigae) 

: «<"TouIon,. 16 'Nivose. - 

■ ^ f a deia huit ceBtsToulonnais de 

■■ ' ■ ■ «‘Feerox.’V 
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beloiigiog to itj while Kalkreuth defeated another body that bad niarcli« 
cd against hiiHj and eut to pieces the regiment of sans ciihties^. 

General Wu rinser took advantage of this career of, success to invest 
Landau ; after this he advanced against the lines of Laoter and Weis*»t 
gemboorga which he attacked with his troops divided into six columns, 
carried the different redoubts constructed in front of the French camps 
by assaults seized on all the tents, nine standards, and twenty-six pieces 
of artillery, and would have destroyed the greater part of the enemy had 
not their retreat been favoured by a fog. 

The disasters of the B'rench did not end here, for Hagiienaii surren«« 
dered to general Mezaros, the enemy w^ere beaten next day at Bruinpt, 
the important position at Wauzenau, with all the camp equipage was 
seized upon nearly at the same time by the Austrians, while Fort Louis, 
with a garrison of four thousand men, surrendered after a siege of only 
four days. But here the tide of victory ceased to flow in its former di-» 
rection ; for the committee of public safety, being now determined to ob- 
tain a decided superiority, reinforced the array of the Rhine with that 
of the Moselle, and augmented both by means of new fevies. The suc- 
cesses that ensued are to be chiefly attributed however to the two gene- 
rals employed upon this occasion. Pichegrii, but lately a serjeant of 
artillery, conceived an admirable plan for reconquering xllsace, and fie 
was ably seconded on this occasion by Hocbe, who, like himself, had 
wielded a halbert, before be was permitted to grasp a truncheon. From 
this moment a new spirit was infused into the troops, and it was deter- 
mined, both on the part of the leaders and the soldiery, either to conquer 
or perish. The Prussians were now attacked and defeated at Sar- 
brock (Nov. 17th) ; in the course of the next morning their camp at 
Eliescastel was stormed, and in three days more Deiix-Ponts was cap- 
tured ; but the enemy were repulsed with great loss by the duke of 
Brunswick, in two attacks near Lautern. 

These partial defeats, however, seemed only to redouble their ex« 
ertions ; for the redoubts of Hagueoau being carried by the bayonet, the 
allies were driven from the town with great slaughter, and the heights 
of Reifhoffeo, Jaodershoffen, . and Wrotte, deemed more" impregnable 
than those of Gemappe, were stormed in succession. At length (Dec® 
2§th), after a series of battles hitherto unexam pled in modem' warfare, 
the republican army regained possession of Weissemfoourg, the siege of 
Landau was raised, Fort Louis- was evacuated, and KaiserslauteTn, Ger- 
mersheiin, -and Spires,- submitted to the French. 

Such was the spirit of enthusiasm with which the republicans on this 
frontier were actuated, th^ general Wurmser, who had so lately at- 
tempted to obtain 'Strasburg-h by.a secret negociatioo, and, Landau, by 
force, was'BOw obliged to retreat across the Rhine, while the duke ^ ■«>£ 
Brunswick, astonished at the-zeal and activity of the' enemy, and uncer- 
tain of the^ ultimate' intentions of the two young generals who now sus- 
; tained the glory of their country, made a hasty retreat to cover MentZj 
apd sooii withdrew from the command in disgust. 

(To he eontimitd)^ 
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ORIGINAL NARRATIVE OF MY SERVICES, 

IN THE YEAR 1813 . 

[Translated from the French J 


f Continued from onr lact) 

AS tlie post of Belvidere ga?e the Russians the command of Langfuhr, they 
only wanted now to possess themselves of the fortified houses in the suburb, 
where three liondred Bavarian and Westphalian troops had strongly barrica- 
doed themselves. While the enemy made in vain the most serious efforts to 
conquer the resistance made in I/angfuhr, the fury of his attacks against the re- 
doubts of L’Etoile, Scliidlitz, and Stoltzenburgh was not abated ; but on no 
one of these different points was his valour crowned with success. Exasperated 
at the determined resistance they had experienced, the Russians endeavoured 
to force tho French, by setting fire to the surrounding houses, to fall back on 
the walls of Dan tzic, and re-enter that city. 

It was now night, and thousands of Cossacks wheeling round huge masses of 
infantry, appeared bearing in one hand a lance, in the other a lighted torch. 
The village of Zikankenberg appeared first in fiames. This village, built on a 
Mil, had been before deserted by its inhabitants, and no cry \vas heard to in- 
terrupt its silent conflagration; but in Langfuhr it was otherwise; there the 
inhabitants, chased from their burning roofs, strove to save themselves from tiie 
fiames, and to carry off what they could from the wreck of their property, al- 
most wholly lost to them for ever. The distracted crowd flew to seek an asylum 
v/ith the inhabitants of Schidlitz and Stoltzenburgh ; but whilst they pursued 
their way towards those suburbs, fiames appeared on every side, and women, 
children, and old men, utteririgthe most piercing cries, and spreading them- 
selves around the country, were met by the fugitives from the other burning 
villages; all those wandering and wretched people, mingling their griefs and 
distraction together, increased the horror and confusion of the dreadful scene; 
but still, they hoped to find a shelter from the clangers tliat pursued them, in 
ScheMmull, and the village of Heubude;they turned that way, but the fire had 
got before them, and rapidly communicated from the one to the other of those 
places ; on every side, fire, carnage, and death were beheld ; from every quarter 
the ear was assailed with the noise of burning houses, and clashing of arms; a 
population reduced to indigence and despair, without habitation or food, in- 
termingled with hordes of savage troops, completed the horrors of this fright- 
ful siege. From the heights of the ramparts, the inhabitants of the interior of 
the city beheld, in awful silence, the horrible spectacle before them ; for more 
than a league around, villages and separate houses were burning with fury, and 
threw so clear alight on the surrounding fields, that the very children could 
be distinguished with their mothers in their flight — the heavens were as red as 
fire, and the surrounding waters seemed to roll with fiames. Meantime, the 300 
Westphalian and Bavarian troops defended the fortified houses of Langfuhr; 

surromided by smoking ruins, and an outrageous enemy, they rejected and 
repulsed every summoirs to sitrrender tkeir post, in which they remained im- 

nioveable. " The Governor, oii'being ■ made acquainted: with their imminent 
dangeiVjwished' to relieve theni, notwithstanding the diifficuities of a sortie :■ the 
troops lie. sent' tO' defend and -rescue them from .their perilous .si.tuation, o.n see- 
^ in g .the houses.' surroundecl by flames,-, and.,''on--every-.si.d.e;heaps of slain,. sup- 
posed their companions perished,: -and ' that' .it -w^ouid-' be useless t.o seek- 
' “Tol.IW No. 21. S C'" '/ ■ 
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them in the midst of a condagratioa, which left no hopes of safety for those it 
had so totally enveloped. They then re-entered the place, spreading coiisteiiv 
ation at the intelligence they communicated. The Governor and garrison, witii 
the most lively feeling, regretted the loss of those brave men, who were so 
valuable to them by their numbers, and so endeared to them by their courage. 

The following morning, the garrison w^as as yet discoursing with sadness on 
the fate of their friends, when about sunrise these heroes were beheld advanc- 
ing in good order towards the gates of the city. Those brave men had almost 
miracoloiisly escaped from the circle of ' fire which surrounded them j, they 
forced a passage through the piles of burning rubbish which eii com passer! 
them, and, having cut their way through the Russian battalions, arrived in the 
city : it would be impossible to express the joy their uniioped for return diffused 
through the garrison ; on every side they "were welcomed, with all the demon- 
strations that the most lively and fraternal friendship could suggest. The 
bands of the ditierent regiments in the city came out to meet them, and escorted 
them to the Governor’s palace, who loaded them with praises and rewards, 
caused all the wounded to be treated with the greatest care, and had them 
lodged in his own apartments. But fire was only a partial cause of the havock 
experienced in the suburbs ofDaiitzic ; an element not less destructive was in 
its turn to make known its dreadful powerj to the utter surprise of the in- 
habitants of the country, who never, in any season, had experienced such a 
misfortune, without any apparent cause, the Vistula on a sudden rose to an 
extraordinary height ; it overfiowed its bed, and, joining its waters to those of 
theRadauneandthe Mottlau, poured into the surrounding lakes, and, reaching 
the inundations to the north of the city, all those waters united, formed a 
dreadful abyss, vast and profound j this awful sea rushed foaming over the 
smoking mins of the burning suburbs, and, more irresistible than the battering- 
rams of ancient days, beat down with its mighty waves, the redoubts and 
fortifications opposed to it, forced into every quarter, innndated the streets, and 
obliged the citizens from every side to seek refuge in the tops of tlieir houses, 
from whence they could only be saved by boats: the bridges were swept away, 
nor could the dikes resist the fury of this outrageous element j the palisadoes 
jof the fine forts, Napoleon and Lacoste, were carried oif, and on every side the 
earth and buildings disappeared. This sudden addition to tlieir misery threw 
the inhabitants into total despair ^ and allhough fire, famine and disease, might 
have been supposed to have brought their wretchedness to a climax, yet this 
new and horrible addition to their misfortunes found in their grief, new ex- 
pressions to pourtray its horrors. The ininidations of winter, friglitful as they 
are, appeared less dreadful in that season, when hurricanes and tempests pro- 
voke such excesses; but in the month of August, in a temperate climate, 
contrary to every astronomical calculation, this scourge appeared the move 
fatal, as it seemed in opposition to the laws of nature, and that it was impos- 
sible to calculate its duration or results. This inundation lasted fifteen days, 
during which space the Atiglo-Russian fleet bombarded the forts of Fahrvas- 
ser and Weiclisulmunde, and, within the space of three days and nights, fired 
five hundred thousand shot of every calibre. Colonel Roiisselot, who com- 
manded those forts, remained tranquil, amidst this shower of balls and 
bombs. The Russians still persisted in their attacks upon the post of Ohra; 
it was from the heights' of that -position they wished to cannonade the city. 
Every morning they sent five thousand men to try to escalade the posts of 
■L’Etoile j those troops fought, during the day and night, ^and ■were then re- 
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placed by soldiers refreshed by sleeps and nourishing food. This post, so 
vigorously assailed, was defended by only s\k hundred men, fotigued by want 
of rest, and privations of every kind 5 but who, notwithstanding, maintained 
themselves In it for a month and an halt^ always repulsing the Russians, and 
performing prodigies of valour, under the command of Majors Dau ger, Treny, 
and Schneider. On the tenth of August, the besiegers showed ttiemselves 
determined, at last, to make tlie greatest sacrifices to obtain possession of the 
different points they had so long menaced in vainf at seven o’clock in the 
evening, they made a general attack on the posts of Schidlitz, Stolzenburgh, 
and Oh raj at the same time they threw thousands of lire-rockets into 
the city; these pernicious eogiiies of destruction, whose progress ,was 
watchsd by the inhabitants, ill the hope of interrupting their effects, fell In 
great cpiaiitities upon one of the hospitals of the p>lace, and by a remarkable 
chance, which seemed to punish the besiegers, for having employed an in- 
vention almost as fatal, as the Grecian .fire of old,' this hospital contained the 
Russian prisoners; but the garrison displayed no less eagerness on that ac- 
count, to rescue those unfortunate men ; no longer did they consider them as 
their enemies, or as friends to those with whom they fought : placed underthe 
tutelary guarantee of misfortune, which, amongst the brave and good, unites 
those whom fortune has separated, they met with the most generous assist- 
ance, and were astonished , at being preserved, by their enemies, from that: 
"cruel death, do which their feliow-soidiers and countrymen had exposed 
tiieiii. 

The flames consumed the entire of the edifice; the falling of a wall per- 
mitted a view into the interior of this receptacle of human woes, infirmity and 
suffering; the fire was seen rapidly to gain on the ditferent beds .of straw, 
from whence the sick, making a last effort to escape from the pursuit of a 
furious conflagration, saved themselves, pale, meagre and worn down, wrapped 
"ill ,0ie tattered remains of their clothes; the ceilings giving ' way, the stair- 
cases were exposed to view, crowded with sick and wounded Russians, Jean- ■ 
i'lig on French soldiers, who, at the hazard of their own lives, snatched theni 
from the clreadfol death which awaited them. 

Whilst those events were taking place in the middle of the city, a part of 
the garrison was fighting without the walls, . The. posts of La Coupure and of 
I.a Barriere, in the suburb of Scliidiitz, "had been forced "by the enemy ; the 
Chief of Battalion M. Garre came up with some troops, and retook one of 
them, but while he endeavoured to regain the other, the redoubled noise of 
^ artillery amiouiiced that an impetuous attack had been directed upon the most 
important points ofOhra. In fact, four thousand Russians, commanded by 

■ General Eoulabakin, attempted with great boldness to climb the heights of 
^ L’Etoile, and force passage Into . the neighbouring redoubts. Major Le 

■ Gros, with six hundred meo, a number insuificient-to guard so .many positions, 
defended hiiiiself 'Oil this side, upon, a number of, points, 

Tlie post of L’Etoile was, however, gained possession -of by the , .enemy, as 
was also the post du Capitaine. At midnight, Major-Le Oros received a rein- 
forcement of a thousand soldiers, and General Husson Raving skilfully divided 
them, made the different detachments act with such concert, that the h reiich 
' simultaneously iiiarclied forward, with shouts of victory, drove the Russians 
from all the positions they momentarily occupied, and those whom they could 
' uot'overtake.w^ere caniibna'd^ fieldsy by 'the batteries of Stadgebiet 

■ aBd.Friouh 
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The Russians made in several parts a lively resistance, and defended them- 
selves v^itli bravery against the fire of the besieged. Major Dauger had his 
clothes pierced with balls, yet remained unhurt in the midst of one hundred 
and fifty French officers and soldiers, killed and wounded around him. The 
ground which the defenders of Dantzic had preserved, after a battle which 
liad continued from eight o’clock in the evening until ten the next morning, 
was covered with the enemy’s slain ; but when they hoped that so many fruit« 
less attempts had discouraged the Russians, and a part of the French, after 
such a brilliant defence, had re-entered the city, the besiegers almost imme- 
diately retursied with fresh troops to attack the post of Oiira, where there were 
only five hundred men. The Governor might have been able to send off aa 
immediate reinforcement to this place ; but with that prudence, which no 
less than bra veiy, directed his actions, he felt that the chosen troops of his 
garrison would sink by degrees under these reiterated assaults, and that the 
enemy, who could with ease repair his losses, would in the end gain possession 
of the works : he therefore deemed it belter to abandon them entirely, than 
to sacrifice the lives of so many brave men, whose services were particularly 
required to defend the ramparts and walls of the city. Our soldiers, there- 
fore, retired, but terrible in their retreat, they made a murderous fire across 
the palisadoes, and more than eight hundred Russians remained on the field of 
battle. 

The enemy possessed themselves with joy of those eminences so ardently 
disputed for three months, and which had been so often moistened by rivulets 
of their blood 5 but they considered themselves rewarded for all their efibrts, 
and recompensed for their losses, when they beheld, from the post of L’Etoile, 
the inner part of Dantzic and its environs laid open, and could direct their 
batteries against any point they pleased. But what cries of distraction and 
grief were heard from the houses in Dantzic, when the citizens, turning their 
affrighted eyes towards the summits of Ohra, pale and trembling, beheld those 
formidable bulwarks now become the points of attack, from whence the be- 
siegers would be enabled to crush and batter down their walls. The sus- 
pended s’ivord of Dionysius was less awful to the parasite of that tyrant, than 
the sight of those warlike engines drawn out on the heights of Ohra, to beat 
down Dantzic, and reduce it to ashes, unless the French consented to surren- 
der. The citizens of that place knew too well the inflexible courage of their 
hosts p they had too mucli experieiice of their immoveable constancy, to hope 
that a surrender would save the remains of a wretched population from the 
evils that threatened them, for a cause to which they were strangers, or rather 
a cause they detested, and which, notwithstanding, they were obliged to make 
sacrifices to support, that could scarcely be expected from the most devoted 
attachment. The Russians made immense preparations for the bombard- 
ment: of the place 5 they burned all the surrounding houses, in order to unmask 
the city, and give a freer scope to the fury of their artillery ; they at the same 
time fortified themselves in the positions they had with such difficulty gained® 
In order to assure their certain possession. While they raised different works® 
and multiplied their redoubts, they put in requisition through the adjoining 
towns, all the working horses, who were incessantly employed in .carrying 
balls, bombs, and artillery, in such immense quantities to these heights, scarcely 
accessible, that thousands of horses perished from fatigue. The Eussians sup- 
.posed the garrison reduced to a state of such wretchedness, as would induce 
them to recei V e mi y offers made to them with avidity. They pressed them to 
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desert, promising tlieiB provisions, clothes, money, and every possible eiicoii- 
ragement. The French were deaf to tlieir seductions, and the example of their 
firmness had a powerful effect on the auxiliary troops, although they did not 
consider themselves bound by such a rigorous sense of duty to the service of 
France. The Russians had then recourse to means more efficacious; they 
knew that the garrison %vas composed partly of Bavarians, and soldiers from 
other parts of Germany; they thought they could dx their determination to 
desert, by making it appear a lawful, if not an honourable duty, to retu rn in 
tlie name of their country, their sovereigns, and fellow-citizens, who were now 
at war witli Napoleon. For this purpose, they threw in amongst the advanced 
posts bulletins, manifestoes, and proclamations, which announced the occupa- 
tion of Westphalia, the rupture of Bavaria and Wurtemberg with France, and 
a crowd of similar events, most likely to induce the Germans belonging to the 
garrison of Dantzic to escape from a place, w'here a longer stay would, in some de- 
gree, place them in a state of rebellion against their own Governments. To these 
proclamations, and many others addressed to the Foies, Neapolitans, and even 
to tlie French themselves, were annexed tlie reports by the Prince of Schwart- 
zeoberg, the Prince Royal of Sweden, and Marshal Bkicher, of the victories 
gained in Bohemia, Prussia, Silesia, and Saxony. Notwithstanding the orders 
of tlie Governor were, to burn those placards before they could be read, they 
came to the knowledge of many of the soldiers at the advanced posts, and, 
in spite of every precaution, their contents were circulated amongst the garri- 
son ; by some, received with indifference; by others, with consideration; and 
producing in their first effects a kind of distrust, which rendered the officers 
cautious in employing the Germans. Almost every morning it was perceived, 
at either one post or another, that some one of the foreign troops had deserted. 
The strength of the garrison was by these means impaired, while the num- 
bers of the enemy were increased, and the most alarming apprehensions were 
entertained that traitors and spies might be in the interior of the city. Yet 
it must be allowed, to tiieitonour of the foreign troops, who were imited with 
the French for the defence of Dantzic, tliat if a fe>v amongst tlieni, after the 
orders which had been intimated to them, in the name of their Sovereigns,, 
quitted the garrison, yet to the last moment they did not cease to give proofs 
of their bravery and fidelity ; nor did they ever give up any of the posts con- 
fided to their care. As to the others, who formed the greater part, they re- 
fused constantly to abandon the French, to whom they were strongly at- 
tached by having participated for more than a year in their greatest misfor- 
tunes, and most dangerous enterprises. 

There is, in adversity, a kind of sacred fellowship, an attractive and seducing 
power, which those who Inue not been associates and fellow-sufferers, for a 
length of time, with the unforlunate, cannot suppose. It cannot, besides » 
be denied, that the French soldier, by his manner, character, and temper, 
easily accommodates himself to the taste of others: sprightly and ani- 
mated even in the midst of misfortunes, exciting admiration by extraordinary 
valour, inspiring gaiety by pleasant thoughts, and femiliarly associating with 
the inhabitant of the North or South, he is a good and brave companion, 
prompt to assist, easy of access, uniting the open manners of the military man 
with the elegant politeness of the gentleman. 

The Russians incessantly laboured to raise their batteries on the post 
of L'Etoile, and although they were greatly disturbed by tlie balls which 
were directed against them from the redoubts of Frioui and Bischoffberg, 
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they were able to complete - those fatal works. Oo the SOtli of October they 
fired an immense c|oaiitity of howitzers, cannon, and bombs, on the city 
and its environs; towards evening a red-hot ball fell in the njiddle of 
the place, and immediately a violent fire hurst forth ; the geoerale was 
beat, the troops flew to the spot, and the inhabitants assisted to stop the 
progress of the flames. It was not now as it had been in the first con- 
flagration, merely the destruction of deserted houses or isolated villages, 
tlie magazines were now burning, where the garrison had lodged their 
only hopes of future subsistence ; the buildings, in which were heaped up 
the riches and valuable property of Dantzic; those invaluable depots, where 
the traders had deposited their merchandise ; in fact, the city itself, buildings 
and inhabitants, were threatened with destruction from tlie devouring flames, 
wdiose prodigious fury was increased by heaps of combustible matter, enor- 
mous piles of ship timber, firs, deals, and magazines of hemp ; yet,' by the 
most entliiisiastic exertions, labour, and activity, the garrison was able to 
preserve the French magazines ; and, by using fire-engines, sensed without 
dislirction, by the soldiers, citizens, and even the general officers, they sue- 
cc^^'^cd inextiiiguishing this dreadful fire. The attempt which the enemy had 
mu ^ bom the batteries of Oh ra, encouraged him to continue the bombard- 
meiil His artillery was principally directed against those quarters where the 
garrison had established their principal magazines ; bombs and red-hot balls 
%vere constantly passing through the air; the artillery oftlie ramparts answered 
with fury to this bombardment, and fired regularly three thousand cannon 
shot within the twenty-four hours: each di\y, the Russians opened new; bat- 
teries, which played not only on the city, but on the redoubts which protected 
the approadies to it, and on tlie very last posts the besieged retained without 
the walls. By these means they were enabled to command, on the heights of 
Schidlitz, the position the French as yet retained in that suburb, and to pierce 
every part of the works of Stoltzen burgh and the redoubt of Frioul with balls* 
As to the suburb of Ohra, which was overlooked by the post of L’Etoile, the 
sides and summit of which were covered with artillery, there was not a single 
house left entire ; and yet, although the besiegers were in possession of al- 
most all the surrounding heights, from which they showered down caiinister 
shot upon the French posts, yet they were defended with the greatest sang- 
froid and bravery ; and at times the enemy was attacked with success in bis 
positions, and purchased dearly their possession. On the £7th of October, at 
midnigiit, the Russians, who had possessed themselves of all the posts of 
Schidlitz and Stoltzen burgh, were repulsed by the Chief of Battalion Carre; 
under the orders of that officer, the intrepid Captain Le Clerc drove the be- 
ilegers from the barrier of Schidlitz. Three times the enemy retook, and as 
often was beat out of the post of Piclion. At the point of day, the French 
liad retaken the positions they had occupied the day before, with the 
exception of those works the Russians had destroyed, despairing any 
longer to hold them against such an enemy. In the mean time, the bom- 
bardment of Daiitzic kindled in that unfortunate city a new fire, more 
rapid and disastrous than the former one. While the troops of the garrison 
wereendeavonring to extinguish it, the enemy, with the intention of causing 
a diversion, which would deprive the place of such assistance as might save- it 
from total destruction, made an impetuous attack, and gained possession of the 
advanced works ot the redoubt Frioul, where fifty men chosC: rather to perish 
than surrenderl--~.aad, as apart of the garrison, made a sortie to regaiii this ini^ 
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pprtaiit post, and to drive tlie enemy from the ramparts, tbe ^re, left oiire- 
strained to exercise all its fury, caused the most frightful disasters. Tlse ma- 
gazines, where the hesieged had preserved their last resources, were quickly 
coiisiiBiecl 5 and the burniog roofs of these vast edifices falling in, buried im- 
der their ruins the. inestimable heaps of Hoar an-d coni which had been pre- 
served, and, left the city a prey to all the horrors of famine. It would be im«. 
possible for the imagioation to depict the horrible situation of the feeble gar- 
rison of Daiitzic, wdiicli fifty thoiisaiul men, assisted by -fire in every shape, at- 
facked witliout relaxation ; a prey to the miseries of their present situation^ 
yet were their future prospects still more gloomy and frightful. To make 
head against the .multitude of dangers, which all at once assailed them, our 
soldiers were only, relieved. from one post to march to another j nor could they 
find repose after the fatigues of a sortie, before they were obliged to sastaiti 
the fury of an assault ; fighting during the day under ^ the burning heat of n 
simimer’ssunj in the night, by the light of the flames j they only quitted 
their arms, to go and repair the dykes, broken down by irruptions of the sea, 
or. to extinguish fires, bursting out in different places, from the falling' of 
bombs and Congreve rockets. And yet, to soothe and alleviate their misery, 
the hope of a speedy deliverance was denied them , the salutes of artillery, 
which a,nDonnced ii.i the Russian camp the victories of the Coalesced Powers, 
the official reports, and the ioforraation of some confidential persons, who 
gave details of these advantages, too plainly taught the garrison, that no choice 
was left but captivity or death. But, to fill up the measure of the distresses of 
the besieged, to complete the evils they had to endure, that nothing should be 
wanting to the glory of tlieir defence, they were doomed to experience the 
extreme rigours of famine. The provisions had been nearly exhausted 5 for 
some time only horses and domestic animals remained 5 and the distributions, 
which were every day made with the most rigid economy, having been sup* 
plied from the magazines which were consumed, the besieged were deprived 
of every means of siibsisleiice. 

The citizens of Dantzlc, sacrificed to the defence of the place, experienced 
still more severely these cruel privations ; yet the burning of the magazines, 
belonging to the garrison, was in some degree of service to them : for these 
wretched people, perishing for want of food, spread themselves on every side, 
like voracious animals, upon the smoking ruins of the public buildings, where 
tliey dug up frotti araongst the burning ashes, provisions half consumed by the 
flames, and thus found the means of prolonging life in the bosona of de- 
struction, In this situation so deplorable, when existence appeared a burden 
almost too heavy to bear, the besieged, called every hour by the sound of the 
generale, were obliged to defend the ramparts and advanced posts, there to en- 
gage with a robust enemy, not enervated by disease, and who received in his 
camp abundance of every kind of provisions from the neighbouring countries, 
and people now friendly to the cause of the Coalesced Powers. 

But at the moment when the defenders of Dantzic, physically exhausted by 
absolute want, and warlike vigil^, appeared no longer capable of resistance, 
they gave a proof of daring boldness, which would seem surprising in warriors 
whom reverses had not overwhelmed, and whose enterprises had never been 
: counteracted by misfortune. The besieged formed the ...idea of selecting out 
of the whole garrison hundred men, whose pre-eminent intrepidity was 
indisputably allowed, and whose coiistancyand calmness in the midst of dangers, 
had been universally acknowledged. These heroes, .chosen from amongst the: 
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l>rave> formed a band, which they called the Free Company, and devoted them- 
selves to actions the most rash and dangerous. According to the regulation® 
of their association, they were bound to surprise at night the enemy’s posts,, 
to introduce themselves into their camps, to carry off their Chiefs and Generals, 
even' in the midst of their tents and guards, to destroy tlie works of the besiegers' 
imder the very fire of the batteries, to spike their artillery, intercept their 
convoys, and, in a word, to make the most desperate and decisive attempts. 

The heroes of this self-devoted corps would recal to our recollection the 
Temembrance of those haughty Arabs, who, at the command of the old man 
of the moontain, thouglit themselves happy in going to brave inevitable death?, 
by striking their victims, in the middle of the mighty armies wliidi the east 
and west then poured forth 5 if we could rank men, whose souls were inspired 
by the love of glory, with those fanatic disciples of a crafty impostor. The 
first achievement of the Free Company equalled the expectation its institution 
excited. As soon as the shades of night had enveloped the surrounding country 
' our hundred heroes em barked in light skiffs at the mouth of the Vistula, and 
silently coasted along those banks, where, in former days, adventurers as daring 
as themselves, those piratical kings and warriors of Scandinavia, sailed along 
to visit those fortresses bathed by the mighty waves of the Baltic and Nortlieni 
Ocean, to seek for adventures of love or war. At midnight, the Free Company 
, landed at the village of Bousac, occupied by two thousand of the enemy’s troops. 
Having put the sentinels to death, they made a dreadful slaughter of all the 
soldiers they could meet, burned the magazines, destroyed a part of the artil- 
lery, and, loaded wdth booty, returned to' the banks of the river ; but a sudden 
squall had driven off their barks, which, tossed by, the- winds, floated far from 
‘ the reach of those heroes. Deprived of a passage by water, they had no other 
resource but to regain by land the walls of Daotzic, across a number of 
leagues of country, covered with Russian armies, who closed up every avenue. 
But those men, endowed with courage superior to the greatest perils, had 
vowed to encounter every' obstacle. They marched all night over a hostile 
country, beset with dangers and difficulties j in one place, they had to fight 
•with detachments of the enemy’s forces, scattered through the fields; in an- 
■ other, they had by stratagem' to passthrough 11 umeroiis battalions.; they fiat! 
rocks to climb, rivers to cross, and intrenchmeots and barriers to scale; yef, 
after performing deeds which are almost incredible, they entered the city at 
eight o’clock io the morning, where their fellow-soldiers listened with avidity 
, to the romantic recital of their glorious' career. \ 


(To he eontimml)^ 
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ADDITIONAL DETAILS..- OF THE BATTLE OF 
WATERLOO. 

The following necomt, though it has already appeared in a recent 
ikation^ yet as it may not hme fallen into the hands of many of our rea^ 
ders, is here given. The particulars are of undoubted authenticity. 


IN the second week in June, the French army began to concentrate 
about Maubeoge and Avesnes : this indicated an intention of entering 
Belgium at that point where the left of the British army joined to the 
right of the Pfiissians, of separating the two armies, and taking posses- 
sion of Brussels, which if the attempt were successful, would be open to 
the invaders. On the 14th, Buonaparte issued an address to his sol- 
diers from Avesnes, chusing that day because it was the anniversary of 
the battles of Marengo and Fried land, and, as he said, had twice decided 
the destiny of Europe, — these phrases of deciding or fixing the destiny 
of nations he had used so often, for the purpose of deluding those who 
are imposed upon by senseless words, that he probably repeated them on 
this occasion without perceiving the absurdity that they involved. 

^Then,’ said he, ^ as after Austerlitz, as after Wagram, we were too 
generous! We believed in the protestations and in the oaths of princeii 
whom w^e left on the throne ! Now, however, coalesced among them^ 
selves, they would destroy the independence and the most sacred rights 
of France. They have commenced the most unjust of aggressions. Let 
us inarch then to meet them ! Are they and we no longer the same men ? 
Soldiers I at Jena, against these same Prussians, who are now so arro- 
gant, you were one against three; and at Montmirail, one against six I 
Let those among you, who have been prisoners of the English, detail to 
you the hulks, and the frightful miseries which they so ffered ! The 
Saxons, the Belgians, the Hanoverians, the soldiers of the Confederation 
of the Rhine, lament that they are compelled to lend their arras to the 
cause of princes, the enemies of justice and of the rights of all nations ; 
they know that this coalition is insatiable 1 After having devoured twelve 
miflions of Poles, twelve millions of Italians, one million of Saxons, six 
'iBiliioiis of Belgians, it must devour the states of the second rank of 
Gerrtiany ! The madmen ! A moment of prosperity blinds them. The 
oppressiioii and humiliation of the French people are beyond their power. 
If France, they will there find their tomb. Soldiers ! we 

liave forced marches to make, battles to %ht, dangers to encounter; 
but with steadiness, victory will be ours; the rights, the honour, the 
tiappiness of the country will be reconquered !•— For every Frenchman^ 
who has a heart, the moment is arrived to conquer or perish V 

His first attack was directed agaijast: the Prussians. The points of 
'concentration of the four 'Prussians corps were Fleurus, Namur, Ancy 
'and Ha'uuot ; ^at any one of these points the w'hole.armj .might be united 
You IY« N#.2L 3D 
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in twenty-four hours. The rnovements began upon the side of Fleuros 
— ■groiiB-d upon .which Jourdan won that military reputation over the 
Austrianss which Le lost to the English at Talavera and Vittoria. 
■Reille commenced the attack by driving in the Prnssian posts upon the 
..Sainbrej, at three in the morning of the 15th. General Ziethen bad coL 
.lected '.the first Prussian corps tiear Fleams^ ,aod, according to the 
French^ was defeated with the loss of 2000 men and five pieces of caii*^ 
non; they themselves losing only terrmeii killed,, and eighty woorided. 
Certain it is that the Prussians suffered severely, but they are not men 
' to he ' destroyed in the proportion of 20 to 1 in battle. Charleroi was 
taken by the enemy, and Buonaparte made his head-quarters there. 
The French contiiiued their march along the road from Charleroi to- 
’ 'w^-ards Brussels, and, on the same evening, attacked a brigade of the 
Belgians and forced it back from Frasne 'to the farmhouse, on the 
" same road, called LesQuatre Bras, because at that farm the roads from 
Cdiarleroi to Brussels, and from Nivelles to Namtir, intersect each other. 

Bliiciier had intended to. attack the enemy as soon:as possible; and, 
with this iritent, the three other corps of his army had been directed upon 
■ Sombref, "a league and a half from Fleurus, where Thieiman and Bor- 
' stel were to arrive on the 15th, and Buiow on the following day. The 
I>uke of Wellington’s array was between Ath and Nivelles, which would 
enable him to assist the Prussians, in case, says their official account,- 
the battle should be fought on the 15th. The duke knew that Buo- 
’’“iiapaite liad collected some force behind the Sambre ; be thought it , 
■probable that he would unite i.n that quarter several corps which were 
in the m:t of moving in different lines-— he felt convinced, that if Napo- 
, ieon assembled the army in this position, Brussels must be his object; 
^and he knew that there . were . three distinct roads by which he might 
. push forward on Brussels. Buonaparte might come on the side of 
Nam or, or of Charleroi, or of Mons ; the British army was there'fore 
statio'iied near Brussels, in -a smaller circle concentric with the frontier 
lice, iiiid ready to be collected in any of tlie three directions, that Biio-? 
naparte inigljt take; but the duke further considered it as most probable 
that Buonaparte v/ould advance by Charleroi, and , therefore the army, 
though repdj to, be moved to either of the other roads, was principally 
concentrated towards this. On the night of the 35th the Bachess of 
Hidimoud gave a ball at Brussels, at which the Dukes of Wellington 
■aiicl Bruiisswiek, and Lord Uxbridge, with many other officers,' were 
present ; there they received the intelligence that the work of death was 
begun ; and many of our officers, who were dancing till midnight, were, 
,’withiii a few, hours, in action, and received their death-wmiinds in their 
ball-room dress. In the .midst of the festivities the bogle sounded and 
,,,'th.e ci.riim.beat in Brussels. In less than an hour the troops began to 
assemble in the park; they received four, day s’ rations; and at four in 
the morning, Sir .Thomas .Pictords division marched, toivards Nanaur^ 
,,G.en.eral Picton himself had ‘arrived, from England that very night. ■. In 
the first oncertainty of the intentions, the march of our divisioji 
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was' directed upon Nivelles^ Brain le Comte^and Enghieii, according to 
the situation of their can tonmerits ; but as soon as the movements of the" 
French were ascertained, the whole army was ordered to marcliupoE' 
Les Qtiarte Bras. Early in the morning, the Prince of Orange, rein- 
forcing the brigade which had been driven from thsiice, had regained 
part of the 'ground, and commanded the -communication, leading from 
Nivelles and Brussels, with Blucher’s position* ' 

The Priissian army was at this time posted upon the heights between 
Bry and Sombref, and beyond the latter place, and occupied, with/ a' 
large force, the two villages of St. Araand and Ligny, in front' of those 
places. Both these villages are situated upon a smali stream flowing 
through flat meadows ; it is called the Ligny in' the official accounts, 
but is too small and insigoiticant to have obtained a name u pon the 
epot. The left wing" of the French, under Ney, was at Frasne, opposed 
to the British at Les Quatres Bras; the rights under Grrouchy, was’iu 
the rear of Fleunis. * The general opinion in France,’ Marsha! IVey 
tells us, ^and particularly in the army, was that Buonaparte would first 
turn his attention solely to the destruction of the British army, and for 
this,’ he assures us, ^ circumstances were very favourable, for Lord 
Wellington would have been taken unawares and unprepared/ Buona- 
parte thought otherwise: having reconnoitred Blucher’s position, he 
changed front about noon, and inarched his right and centre upon St. 
Araand and Ligny. The fact is, that at this time, whatever course 
Buonaparte had decided upon taking, his situation, as assailant, would 
have enabled him to have taken either of the allied armies at an advan- 
tage ; a great part of Lord Wellington’s troops, and his cavalry in par- 
ticular, having a long way to march, had iiot arrived, and the Prussians 
also were without a fourth part of their force ; Bulow, who was stationed 
between Liege and Haunut, not having yet come up, Buonaparte is. 
censured by Marshal Ney for not having attacked the two armies sepa- 
rately; the English array,’ he says, ^if it had been attacked with hia 
%vhole force, would undoubtedly have been destroyed between Les 
Quatre Bras and Genappes; and that position, which separated the two 
allied armies, once in his power, would have given him the means of out- 
flanking the right of the Prussians, and crushing ' them in their turn. A, 
Corps of observatioo,’ he thinks, * woukl;have sufficed to hold the Prus- 
sians''' in cheek while Buonaparte' was, demoUshiog the 'British/-' 'The 
best players’ are frequently mistaken- in the ganieuf war ; and perhaps 
the best general lias sometimes trembled to look -.hack-' upon the' faults 
which he has cojuraifcted. Marshal Ney’s censure of Bu'ouaparte' seems 
to be well foiiuded ; but it is very -unlikely that all' the results' es: pec ted 
by the marshal wmuld have ensued. The'‘Oitke of Wellingtoa is not in 
the habit 'of permitting his army to he demolished ; and nloif?over it 
'must be remembered 'that old Blucher" vras-'uot a mao to be' held in 
check by a corps of observaiion while his_ allies' wem' 'seriously engaged ; 
and that Buonaparte, by the plan which he-pureued, obtained a signui, 
though not a decisive, advantage# 
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Iiideedi the ^W’periority.of nmjibers with which he attached the Prus- 
siaBS might ha?e seem^^^ sufficient, even to ageperal less confi* 

deot and less presumptuous. He brought up not less than 110,000 me' ' 
against 80,000. First, about three in the afternoon, they attacked the 
village of St. Aniand, and, a.fter a vigorous resistance, carried it ; their 
efforts were then directed against Ligny. Ligny.is a large village; the 
houses were well built of stone, hut roofed with thatch. Here the con- 
test was maintained with the utmost obstinacy for five hours ; there was 
little rooin for inanceuvring ; the main struggle was in the village itself,^ 
each^ army having, behind that part which .it occupied, great masses 
of infantry, who were continually reinforced from the rear, and from 
the heights on both flanks. There were several farm-houses in the viW 
lage enclosed with walls and gates : these were occupied as so many 
fortresses by the Prussians, and the French, notwitlistandiog their 
superior numbers, were four times driven out. About two hundred can- 
non from both sides were directed against this unfortunate village, and 
at length it took fire in many places at once. Sometimes the battle ex- 
tended along the whole line* About five, the Prussians, with Bluclier 
at their head, recovered St. Amand, which had been twice lost and won, 
and regained the heights of La Haye and Little St* Amand. At this 
iBoraent, Blucher might have profited greatly by bis advantage, if Bu*? 
low’s corps had arrived ; his right wing could then have charged witfi 
good prospect of success. But the march of this corps had either been 
miscalculated, or the nature and state of the roads had not been 
taken into the account. From the Duke of Wellington he coiifd re- 
i*eive no assistance, for as many of his troops as bad come up were them^ 
pelves perilously, engaged with superior numhers. As. eyeni ng ad vanceiL 
IhC' situation of ' the Prussiaus .became more hopeless,— there were 
no tidings of Bulowj-^the British division could with difficulty main-i® 
lain its own position at Les Quatre Bras ; the whole of their own force 
had been brought into action, and the French began to derive that ad- 
vantage which fresh troops, and a great superiority of oumbers, secure, 
when armies are equal in discipline and in courage. In this emergency 
Blucher had nearly closed his long and illustrious life. A charge of 
cavalry, which he himself led oiV ffiil^d ; the enemy pursued their ad- 
vantage, his horse was struck by a musket ball, and galloped more furi- 
ously for the wound till it dropped down dead, and Blucher was en- 
tangled under it, and stunned by the fall, . Ois own people did not see 
him, — the last Prussian horseman passed by, and there remained none 
with him but an adjutant, who, with an honourable se]f»cle voted ness, 
alighted to share his fate. Happily, in the eagerness of pursuit, the 
enemy^ passed him by ; they were, in - their turn, repelled by a second 
charge, and, ip their retreat, passed him a secpud time with equal ra- 
pidity ; then, and not till then, he was extricated from under the horse, 
and immediately he mounted another. 

Had this excellent veteran been recognized by the ■enemy, they would 
probably have butchered him. ' The hatred between these two nation^ 
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is pf tlie de%41i€St/kin<i ; Fr^ece had inflicted the deepest 
Frpssip ; ■ in her hour of ' victory she had trampled nppp the Prussian^' 
plundered} oatragedj and inspited them; and Pm;Ssi§, itippgh. as yet 
^jic had retaliated none of her wrongs, had taken full revenge, Blpclie? 
wps especially , hated by the French} because .rip, general, except our 
own, had so long and BO 'dete-nninedly resisted theni. It has been saicl 
that the coi'ps of Generals er'Ertpn' and Vandapime bad: confederated} 
aod hoisted the black flag; whether or not this were done, it is certain 
lhatthe French gave little quarter in, this action, and that the Prussians 
asked for: none. When „the night was closing, in, a division of the 
eoemy^s’ infantry favoured by the darkness,., made a circuit round the 
yillage onobserveci, .and took, the main, body of the Prussians in the 
rear. Some regiments of cpirassiers at the .■same time forced the pas- 
sage on the other side. The Prussians, though defeated, were not dis- 
mayed ; they formed in masses, repelled all the attacks of the enemy’s 
cavalry, retreated in such order that the French did not deem it prudent 
to pursue them, and formed again within a quarter of a league from the 
field of battle. Their loss was little short of 20^000 men. The people 
of the village, who had the best means of judging, affirm that that of 
the French was No prisoners were made, except those who 

ftfere left wounded on the field. Fifteen pieces of cannon were takem 
Marshal Ney meantime, with all the rest of the French army w inch 
had come up, amounting at the very least to 40,000 men, attacked the 
British at Les Quatre Bras. There had been much skirmishing aboui; 
this point during the whole of tjie mornipg 5 the main attack was made 
after three o’clock. The Brunswick corps and the fifth division had 
happily arrived, and maintained the position with the most signaling 
trepidity, under the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Brunswick, Sir 
Thomas Piclon, Sir James Kempt, and Sir Denis Pack. The Prince of 
Orange was at one time surrounded ; a battalion of Belgians delivered 
hiiB ; he took off the insignia of his Order, and threw it among them# 
saying} «« Children, you have all deserved it TV They fastened it to 
their colours on the field of battle, amid cries of Long live the Prince 
They swore to defend it till death} and many actually fell while they 
were pronouncing the oath. Picton .was wounded ; but knowing how 
much was to be done, he would not mention his wound, lest he should 
be hindered from being present in the subsequent actions ; and it wa^ 
not til! after his death that this wound, so heroically concealed, and 
dressed only with a piece of a torn handkevcbief, applied to it in secret 
hy Sir Thomas Picton himself, was discovered# The Duke of Bruns- 
wick, in the ardour of battle, rashly exposed himself amidst the fire of 
small arms,*— a musqoet ball went through his bridle hand, into the 
belly, and entered the liver; he died in a few minutes# Greatly and 
deservedly was the Duke of Brunswick lamented * in the worst days of 
peroiany his spirit had been unsubdued'.; ■ ^nd the heroism which he 
displayed in I 8 O 9 , after the battle of Wagra,m} iWouUi alone entitle him 
lo an honourable place in history# In this action, which was neither 
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less obstinate, »or (in proportion- to tbe forces engaged) less bloody tban 
that at Ligny, the French had many circiin.istaoces in their favooiv 
They were not only superior in .numbers, but they were comparatively 
fresh, whereas the allies had been marching from the preceding mid- 
night ■■■ The fields were covered with corn growing as high as the 
tallest man’s shoulders ; availing themselves of this, and of an inequality 
of ground, they posted a strong body of cuirassiers so as efiectoally to 
conceal them ; and the 79th and 42d regiments were, thus taken by sur- 
prise* The former, which suffered most severely, would have been de- 
stroyed, if the 4Sd had not come up. Forming itself into a square, it 
was repeatedly broken, and as repeatedly formed again. Of this regi- 
ment, which was 800 strong, only ninety-six privates and four officers are 
said to have come out of the field unhurt. Generals Alien lialket, 
Cooke, Maitland, and Byng successively arrived, and the troops main- 
tained their ground till night. 

Billow’s corps arrived during the night at Gembloux* At day -break 
Thieimaii fell back in that direction from Sombref, where he had re- 
tained his position, and the first and second corps retreated behind the 
defile of Mount St. Guibert. Marshal Blucher determined to con- 
centrate his army upon Wavre. This movement, of which the Duke 
of Wellington does not seem to have been previously apprized, rendered 
it necessary for him to fall back also. He had travelled through this 
part of the country at a time when there was no appearance that hos- 
tilities would be so soon renewed, and seeing every thing with a soldier’s 
ey e, bad observed, that were he ever to fight a battle for the defence of 
Brussels, Waterloo was the ground which he would chuse. A heatheoi 
;or a catholic chief, might have imputed this to some tufelary genius or 
patron saint. In Wellington’s case, it was only an additional instance 
of that infallible foresight and tact which is the highest quality of a 
great captain ; it is also a full and victorious answer to all the criticisms 
which we have heard on the duke’s measures previous to the battle- 
all of which, it now appears, only tended. 'to bring the contest to the 
very ground which he had long before selected as the theatre of his 
glory* The retreat began about noon on the 17 th, and was well covered 
by the cavalry and iiorae- artillery. ■ A large body ' of French cavalry, 
lieaded by lancers, followed- with -some boldness-,- especially at Geiiappe, 

^ ’where the little rivet' which 'runs through ' the town is Crossed ' by a' iiar* 
.TOW ' bridge. . But; 'the - pursuit .. was not ■ ' vigorous, and this' corps .of 
lancers paid dearly 'for their temerity-;-, tliey were actually ridden' doivfi 
'by a coiomn of our heavy 'Cavalry, and all perished: the state of the 
■ weather and -the ' soil 'prevented; the; enemy from acting upon the flanks 
..of - our columns' -a -storm" from the- south-west had come on, with thun- 
der, lightning, and heavy rairi ;.' and '’ rendered the fields knee-deep in 
■mud. ■ Between five and 'six dn ; the afternoon the whole army had 
reached the ground appointed. .The position which the Duke of Wel- 
ington occupied was in front of the village and farm of Mount St. Jean^ 
about a mile and a half in advance of the little town of Waterloo, on 
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■lisiog' grooiiclj ■ 'with a gentle declivity in front. It crossed the high 
roads 'from Nivel! es and Charlevoi to Brussels, nearly at the point where 
‘ they 'unite. The right was thrown hack to Merke Braine near Braioe 
'k 'Leude; the left extended on^ a ridge above Ter la liaye, a hamlet 
•which 'was 'St roil 'gly occupied : both wings were so posted as to derive all 
• advantage which the nature of the ground would allow, ‘The left wing 
■comiBUoieated with the Prussians by a road leading to Ohain. A walled 
mansion, called Hougoiimont was. in front of the right centre, and in 
.front of the left centre a farm called LaHaye Sainte, ' The positioowas' ' 
good, for the country, which affords no strong ones; but the British 
a:rmy and the British generals had driven the French from positions ia 
the Pyrenees, and being accustomed to attack and defeat the enemy on. 
some of the strongest situations in the world, they required no vantage 
ground when it was their turn to be attacked themselves. Lord Wel- 
lington wrote to Marshal Blucher that he was resolved to accept the 
battle in this position, if the Prussians would support him with two 
corps, Blucher promised to come with his whole army; never was* 
there a man from whom such a promise could be better relied on. And 
he proposed, if Buonaparte did not begin the attack, that the allies^ 
should, with their whole united force. 

Brussels, where hitherto so little apprehension of danger had beem 
felt, that its customary occupations and pleasures were not interrupted 
on the very eve of the contest, was now in a pitiable state. Distant as^ 
the held of battle on the l6th had been, one letter says that the roaring 
of cannon made the city shake,— and the expression will not appear 
hyperbolical to those who recollect the sensation which is produced 
the discharge of distant artillery,— a sensation which is rather felt thag 
heard. In the evening the eaonoiiading seemed to approach nearer, 
though there had been no change of position,— the British had kept 
their ground at Les Quatre Bras, and the Prussians, though defeated at 
Ligny, not being disordered, had not been pursued; but in the stillnesf 
of evening the sound was more distinctly perceived. This decept* 
tion increased the alarm of the inhabitants; and early on the morthng 
of the 17th some runaway Belgian cavalry came galloping through the 
town, as if the French were in close pursuit ; the men with the baggage 
began to hurry off, the panic spread, and travellers, and those who had 
the means of removal, taking Bight, spread the news that the allied 
had been defeated, W’^hen this agitation was allayed by the receipt 
of certain intelligeoce, a more afflicting scene ensued. The inhabits 
ants were called upon to send bedding, lint, old linen, &c. for the 
hospitals. The wounded began to arrive ;— many had died on the 
way, and some only reached Brussels to expire at their own doors. 
The body of the Duke of Brunswick passed through during the night; 
the people deeply lamented him for his personal qualities, which, being 
such as became his illustrious' birth, derived lustre from his station ; foP 
the gallant actions which he had perforraed, and the hopes which were 
tlius for ever cut off. This sorrow would be felt thioughout CaerHiaDy^ 
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Brussels it was retneuibered that on the .preceding night be had 
lijeenshariBg 'i*ci the festivities of , the place, and had left the city for the 
field of battle full of life and ardour. The despondency became greater 
.whee it: was known that the 'Duke of Wellington had fallen back to 
Waterloo. A retrograde movemeut bears with it so many symptoms of 
defeat--^it is so .often the consequence of an overthrow — ^'or the prelude 
to one-^that the inhabitants of a great city may well be esccused for in- 
. terpreting it in the worst sense, when they had' every thing at stake. 

The French, on. their part, exaggerated their advantages, and gate 
,#ay to all the insolence which of late years has characterized them ia 
success. Marshal ,, Soiilt, in' a dispatch to Davoust, minister of war 
■during the usurpation, did not scruple to announce, that the emperW 
had succeeded in separating the allies’ line. 

.. WeMihgton "and Blucher, said he, saved themselves with.difficulty i 
the effect was theatrical— “in an instant the f ring ceased, and the enemy 
was routed in ail directions.” It vvas announced at Paris that His Ma-« 
jesty the Emperor Napoleon was to enter Brussels the day after this glo*« 
rious action, in which the general in chief, Wellington, had been com® 
promised. Another dispatch, published with great pomp in the Moni-. 
teur, said, “The noble lord must have been confounded! Whole 
bands of prisoners are taken ; they do not know what is become of their 
commanders; the rout is complete on this side; and I hope we shall 
not hear again of the Prussians for some time, even if they should ever 
be able to rally. As for the English, we shall see now what will become 
of them ! The Emperor is there I” 

Notwithstanding these boasts, the French had failed in their chief 
object ; they had not, as Marshal Soult asserted, succeeded in separating 
the line of the allies ; and the actions of the l6th, severe as they had 
been, were but preludes to the dreadful drama which was now to be re- 
presented. The junction of Bui ow’s corps had made the Prussians as 
strong as they were before the late engagement ; Lord Wellington’s 
army, having lost about 5000 in killed and wounded, may be computed 
at 75,000, the united forces therefore would amount to 155,000; and 
the 170,000 of the French having been diminished 10 or 15,000, the 
armies' now to be brought -against each uther . were not unequal iif 
p.ambers«. 


{To be contmued^J 
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of tfie toat etaptaitts of #lobertt ?|igtora« 

IT is., our purpose under this head to execute a task very much wanted, that of 
^mnp a co7nplete collect Lives" of the Great Captains of Mo- 
dern Histora". As far as respects Trance this 1m keen already executed bi/ 
Brantome, hut tve have 710 English Writer who has attempted If. The 7naterkh 
of these fives will he as follows : U Wlrn'e the subjects tkemsekes have left their 
own Memoirs, they shall he given in full 2. Where these Lives have been written, 
% a'tiy author of a7ithority, they will likeioise he given in full, — such ivork hiny'^ 
translated or reprinted, 3. hi want of such iiiaterials, the best will be seleeiei 
Tom the amiais a7td 7}iemoirs of the age m which they lived. 


THE LIFE OF JOHN DUKE OF^ MARLBOROUGH. 

BOOK IV. 

TO TEE END OF THE CAMPAIGN IN 1707. 

(Co7itmiied from our last,) 

THE 9tli in the morning his grace was complimented upon his return 
by the foreign ministers, and other persons of quality; and in the even., 
iog was in conference with the deputies of the states-generah He set 
out the next day for Brabant, in order to draw the troops together, and 
open the campaign. 

His grace was perfectly well satisfied with the success of his nego- 
tiations. The assurances he had received dissipated tiie jealousies some 
of the allies had conceived of the designs of the Swedes, and shewed^ 
that what the French had so confidently published upon that head Was 
a mere forgery. The first time the duke waited on the king of Sweden,, 
be presented him with a letter from the queen of Great-Britain, and 
made him the following compliment Sir, I present to your majesty 
a letter, not dictated from the Chancery, but from the heart of the 
queen my mistress, and written with her own hand. Had not her sex 
prevented it, she would have crossed the sea, to see a prince adunred bjr 
the whole universe. 1 am in this particular more happy than the queen ; 
and I wish 1 could serve some campaigns under so great a genera! m. 
your majesty, that I might learn whatl yet want to know io' the art of 
war.’’-— This was a very obliging compliment to a young hero, from 
one of the greatest generals iu the world; who, in a few years, had 
gained more victories, and taken a greater number of fortresses,, than 
’the most famous warriors of the last century. ' ' 

To this account, taken from the public journals, I must add that 
given by M. de Voltaire, not only because he might have the advan- 
tage of better information than the writers of that time, but on account 
of the just and elegant character he gives of our hero. 

The kiiig^ of Sweden (says he, speaking of |he time we are upon), 
was then receiving ambassadors in his ’camp at Alt-Ran$iadt,” from 
VoulY.No.Sh ' ' 


fl4 



THE :ROYAL MILITARY CHRON ICLE. [Jakt. 

almost all the princes ill Christendom. Some' desired him to quit the 
dominions of the empire, and others pressed him to torn his arms' 
against the emperor; audit was.lheu a current report, that he designed 
to join with France, in depressing the House of Austria, Among 
these ambassadors was the famous John duke of Marlborough, sent by 
Anne queen of Great Britain. ' This man, who never laid siege to\a 
town which he did not take, nor fought a battle which he did not gain^ 
was at St, James’s a perfect courtier, the head of a party in parliament, 
audio foreign countries the most able negociator of his time. He did 
France as much mischief by his understanding, as by his arms : and 
Fagei, secretary of the states-general, a man of great merit, has been 
beard to say, that more than once, when their high mightinesses had re- 
solved to oppose what the duke of Marlborough was to lay before them, 
the duke came, spoke to them in French, in which language he ex- 
pressed himself ill, and brought them all into his sentiments. 

In conjunction wdth prince Eugene, the companion of his victories, 
mid HeiDsius, the grand pensioner of Holland, he supported all the 
weight of the enterprises of the allies against France. He knew that 
Charles was exasperated against the empire and the emperor ; that he 
was secretly solicited by the French ; and if this conqueror should 
join himself to Lewis XIV. the allies would be undone, 

’Tis true, Charles had given his word in I70O, not to intermeddle 
in the war of Louis XIV. with the allies. But the duke of Marlborough 
did not believe that any prince would be so great a slave to bis word, as 
not to sacrifice it to his grandeur and interest. He therefore set out from 
the Hague, with a design to sound the intentions of the king of Sweden. 

As soon as he was arrived at Lipsick, where Charles then was, he 
applied himself secretly, not to count Piper, the first minister, but to 
baron Goertz, who began to share the king’s confidence with Piper. He 
told Goertz, that the design of the allies was very shortly to propose 
the king of Swe den to be a second time mediator between them and 
France. He said this in hopes of discovering, by Goertz’s answer, 
the king’s intentions, and because he chose much rather to have Charles 
, for an arbitrator than an enemy. . At last he, had his public audience 
■at -Lipsick. 

Upon his first address to the king, he told him in Frencli, that he 
should think himself happy, if he could be taught, under his command, 
what he yet wanted to know -in the art of war. He then had; a' private 
auclieBce of an hour long, in .which the king spoke in German, and the 
duke in French. The duke, who was- never in haste to make. propo- 
.sitioos, and had learned by a long course of experience the art of peoe- 
rating into the sentiments of mankind, and finding out the secret con- 
.mection between their - inmoat thbu.gh.ts /and %heir actions, gestures and , 
discourse, fixed his eyes ^attentively-upon- the. king. When he spoke to 
him of war in general, he thought he perceived in his majesty a natural 
aversion towards France, and,' observed that he was pleased when 1 \€ 
talked of the conquests-of the allies. He mentioned the Czar -to 
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and took notice that his eyes always kindled at his name, notwithstand** 
■log the moderation of the conference ; 'and he farther remarked, that a 
map of Muscovy lay before him on the table. He wanted no more to 
deter mine him in his jadgraeot, that the- real design of the king of 
Sweden and his. sole ambition were to dethrone the czar as he had already 
done the king of Poland. He understood, that he had no other views 
l>y continuing in Saxony, than to impose, by that means, certain hard 
laws upon the emperor of Germany : but he knew that the einperor 
would comply with them, and that thus matters would be' easily made 
up. He left Chari/? Xifth to his natural inclination ; and, being satis-* 
fied with having discovered his intentions, he made no kind of proposal. 

I® As few negotiations,” ccntinues our author, are concluded with- 
out money, and ministers are sometimes seen to sell the hatred or favour 
of their masters, it was believed throughout all Europe, that the duke 
of Marlborough’s success with the king of Sweden was obtained by a 
large sum of money, opportunely given to count Piper ; and the count is 
reflected upon for it to this day. For my own part, after having traced 
this report to its source, I have been informed that Piper received a 
small present from the emperor by the hands of count Wratislau, with 
the consent of the king his master, and nothing from the duke of Marl- 
borough.”^ — — M. de Voltaire goes on to defend count Py[)er’s character, 
with which I have nothing to do ; and I insert this latter part of the ex- 
tract, only to make one reflection upon it, viz. that it is a surprising in- 
stance of the duke of Marlborough’s address, personal influence, and 
great knowledge of maiikind, if he could dive thus deeply into the sen- 
timents of the king of Sweden, in the manner M. de Voltaire relates, 
without having first unlocked the hearts of those about him with a 
golden key* 

The British general arrived at Brussels the 1 3th of May, and having 
imraediatfly held a council of war with M« d’Auverqiierque and the 
field-deputies of the states, orders were sent to the confederate troops to 
march to their general rend:/ 2 vous at Anderleeht near Brussels, from 
whence they marched to Hall a few days after, in order to begin the cam-i 
paign. The French were drawing together at the same time. 

The duke of Marlborough joined the army at Hall on the Slst, and 
on the advanced to Joignes. The 27th his grace, accompanied by 
several generals, and escorted by twelve [squadrons, detached himself 
to view the camp of the enemy, who had removed two days before to 
Gosseliers, and thence into the plain of Fleurus. A council of war 
having been held, wherein it was resolved to march to Nivelles in order 
to attack the enemy, a detachment was accordingly sent to view the pass 
of Ronquieres, through which they were to pass. The generals, who 
were sent thither, reported that the said pass was almost impracticable ; 
and that the enemy, suspecting the designs of the allies, had tnade a 
detachment to secure it: hence it was not doubted bill they w'ouk! ad- 
vance with all their forces upon the first motion of the allies, to hinder 
Jihem from marchin^g through that way> or eke 'Would charge the first 
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troops that should pass with so much advantage,, that it was not proper 
to offer, to run the hazard of such an attempt That^ report was con-* 
sidered io a council of war, and^.the generals reflecting that the French 
had in all likelihood a design to march on a sudden to plunder Louvain 
and Brussels, the duke of Marlborough resolved to return towards, Brus- 
sels, to prevent: the designs of the, enemy ; which was done with so 
..inoch diligeucej, that the 2<)th -they passed the canal at Diggem, where 
ihey rested: the 30:th,:^ancl marched the 31st to Bethlem* : They made' 
bridges ,ov€'r. the Djle, which they passed the 1st of June, and en-® 
camped at Meldert, where they continued till: the 10th, of August® , 

The French seeing their design disappointed, advanced to Gemblours 
and posted themselves very advantageously# They had 324 battalions 
and 143 squadrons, and yet did not think fit to venture an engageoient 
with the allies, who were very much inferior in number* The armiest 
however, being so near, there happened frequent skirmishes ; but as none 
of them were of great consequence, I shall give no particular account of 
them, and only observe, that the forces of the allies having beaten the 
enemy in several rencounters, this mightily encouraged the confederate 
, soldiers, and made them very desirous to come to a general engagement# 
Upon certain advice that the enemy had detached thirteen battalions 
and twelve squadrons, thedukeof Marlborough and M. d’ A uverquerqiie 
resolved to attack theni if possible ; and to do it with less disadvantage^ 
they resolved to march to Genap. Orders were given accordingly to lay 
four bridges over the Dyle, and the troops encamped near Louvain, under 
maj or-general Week, and the regiment of Bothmar, were ordered to march 
to Flormil, and the battalions in Brussels to advance to Waterloo. The 
heavy baggage being sent away in the morning, the army decaimped 
the 10th of August from Meldert, and, having passed the Dyle, marched 
all the night long, and the next morning till ten o’clock, when they 
encamped at Genap, the right to Fromelles, and the left to Davieres# 
The enemy knew nothing of this march till seven in the evening, because 
4he duke of Wirtemberg, with a great detachment of horse, was sent 
towards their camp to cover the array, and hinder them from getting any 
intelligence of its motions# The confusion was v^ry great in their camp 
when they were informed of this rnarch ; they struck dowm their ten% 
and, about elven at night, marched towards Fleurus and Hespeney, ar- 
riving the same evening at GpjBseliers* 

The I2ib in the morning, the generals received advice, that the 
French army had made but a short halt at Gosseliers, and were advanced 
to Seoess about midnight, the elector of Bavaria taking his quarters in 
the castle of Vanderbec, and the duke of Vendome, in the farm-house 
of Bel, between Vanderbec and . Seness* The duke of Marlborough^ 
M* d’Auverquerque, and the deputies of the states having conferred 
thereupon, it was resolved to march directly to Nivelies, in order to attack 
them ; and accordingly the army marched.about one;in the afternoon,, 
and came into that camp the same evening, the left extending to the river 
Seime at Arquemies, and the .right to Valianpont# ' As they came in their 
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tiiarcli upon tlie hiiis of Arquenties, they discovered the enemy extended 
10 their camp aforesaid, ' at' about a league distant They came too^ late 
ioto their own camp to attack them that night ; but the necessary dispor 
Mtioiis were made for doing* it the next morning; and because it was 
foreseen, that the enemy would endeavour to retire in the night, to gain 
the camp of Gambron, all possible care was taken to prevent their retreat 
The count de Tilly, with forty squadrons of horse and dragoons, and a 
detachment of 5 or 6000 grenadiers, were ordered to post themselves 
between ' the two armies, their left to Gorneliz, and their right towards 
the road’ from Bink to Nivelles, which was as near the enemy a$ it was 
possible to get 

Count Tilly was ordered to observe the enemy, and, in case they de- 
camped, to fall upon their rear and amuse them, till the army could 
come up to attack them. Those troops set out immediately; but it 
was near midnight before they were in their respective posts, notwith- 
standing the soldiers marched with all imaginable zeal and alacrky, 
'The French, who foresaw the design of the duke of Marlborough, 
judged that it would be impossible for them to avoid an engagement, if 
they continued in that camp till the next day ; and therefore they re- 
solved to decamp in the night. They made the necessary dispositions 
for it about seven o’clock, at the time the confederates were coming into 
their camp, and about nine their left began to retire towards Marimout, 
without beat of drum or sound of trumpeU 

The 13th, a little before break of day, count* Tilly advanced with his 
‘ detachment directly to the Camp of the enemy, saw their army on ^ full 
march, observed that they made their retreat in very good order from 
hedge to hedge, and that the country being very diflicult, it was scarce 
possible to come at them. Fie sent notice thereof to the duke of Marl- 
borough, and that he was marching to endeavour to attack their rear, as 
he was directed : whereupon twenty battalions and thirty squadrons, 
under the command of general count Lottiim, were detached to. support 
count Tilly. Count Tilly marched with all possible speed, and had se- 
veral skirmishes with their rear ; but having pursued them three or four 
hours, as far as the plains of Marimont, and observing that it was to no 
purpose to fatigue the troops, he returned to the camp. The country 
beingciit by many deep roads, was very favourable to the retreat of the 
enemy, who po*^.ted therein some infantry, which hindered the con- 
federate horse from oiaking any openings to follow them. 

The duke of Marlborough, who was advanced with a detachment, 
being returned to the camp, resolved to continue that day in the same 
place, to give time to the troops to rest themselves, after the fatiguing 
marches they had made; and because it was uncertain whether the ene- 
my rnarclied towards their lines or Gambron, the field-marshal d’ Auver- 
querqoe sent one of his aides-de-camp, with J 30 hussars, to post himself 
on the hills of the Great Houlx, from whence they plainly discovered the 
march of their army, being about half a league from them. That 
officer reported, that their van-guard was advanced to St. Dennis, hav- 
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log the Haiiie behind them. The spies confirmed this: intelligence, and 
reported farther, that the elector had his quarters at St. Dennis^ and 
the duke of Vendoiiie at Castlau. The generals concluded from this 
iBarch, that the enemy did not design to retire within their lines, but 
rather to possess the camp of Cambron, which was inaccessible oa 
that- side. ' ■ • 

The 14th the allies decamped about six in the morning, and had all 
the day a most violent rain, which rendered the roads so bad, that it was 
very late when the right came to Soignies, and all the left could not 
come up till the next morning, notwithstanding that 1000 pioneers had 
been at work ever since the 12th at night, to repair the roads from 
, Arqueones to Soignies. The soldiers suffered very much in this march^ 
but the French suffered a great deal more ; for having rested but some 
few hours at St. Dennis, they marched the 14th, before break of day^ 
towards Chievres, where they encamped without any tents or other bag- 
gage, and w^ere above twm days without bread. They lost a world of 
men by desertion, and above JOOO of them came over to the confederates® 

The weather at this time continuing very bad, it was not thought fit 
to expose the soldiers to the inconveniences of a march, till th^ rain was 
over. The ifith the baggage and artillery came up, though with great 
difficulty, and the roads were so deep, that the army would have had 
much ado to subsist, had it not been for the conveniency of the Causey 
of Brussels, by which they received their convoys. The enemy con« 
tinned encamped between Lens and Chievres, and the elector took up 
his quarters in the castle of the latter place, upon the earnest request of 
the monks of Cambron, who desired his highness to exempt them from 
that trouble. In a word, not to detain the reader with a narrative of 
every ineffectual motion, nothing more can be said of this campaign, 
than that his grace hunted the French from place to place, in order to 
force them to a battle, till at last, resolved not to fight, they retired be- 
hind their lines under the cannon of Lisle, and the duke encamped at 
Helchin, subsisting bis troops upon the territories of the enemy. 

His grace arrived at the Hague the 5th of October, and immediately 
after his arrival made a visit to the grand pensionary, and M. S!inge« 
land, secretary of the council of state. He had afterwards a conference 
with the deputies of the states-general, wherein he communicated the 
orders he had received from the queen his mistress to repair to Franc** 
fort, and confer with the electors of Mentz and Hanover, about the ope- 
rations of the next campaign. Several important points were debated in 
these conferences, but there was no proposal made for any augmentation 
of troops, notwithstanding it was believed that was one of the chief sub- 
jects of his grace’s journey. 

His grace set out the 7th for the army in the Netherlands, which de- 
camped the I Ith from Heicbin : and after having marched through very 
difficult roads, came to Asch, where they separated, and marched into 
winter-quarters, which were much the same as the foregoing year. Hi® 
grace left the army the i5tb^ and set out for Germany, accompanied by 
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M* de Geldennalseoy who was to assist in the conferences with the ekct-* 
ors of'Mentz and Hanover^, 'on the part of the state s-general. ./The 
French amiy likewise separated- about the same time^ and the elector o-£ 
Bavaria repaired to Mons. 

The elector ofMeotz arrived at Francfortthe 19th of October, asdid, 
the next diiy, the elector of Hanover, attended by several generals. The 
cluke of Marlborough, having been detained ■ a day longer than' he 
thooght on the road, because of a conference he had with the elector 
palatine, could not arrive till the 21st. They had several conferences 
together; but nothing could be concluded till the arrival of count 
Wratislau from Vienna. That nobleman, who at first had declined to 
accept the commission he came with, at last was obliged to execute it, 
and he arrived at Franefort the 27th. Tiiis delay made people hope, 
that his positive instructions would make amends for the time lost; but 
they were deceived. The count declared that he was not fully in- 
structed ; and the electors of Mentz and Hanover, with the duke of 
Marlborough, set out the 29th from Franefort ; the first for his re- 
sidence, the second for the army, and the latter for the Hague, whither 
be was accompanied by count Wratislau. Those princes settled several 
pointsin relation to the next campaign, but none of the ministers of the 
states-general assisted therein. The count de Rechteren, who was come 
from Vienna on purpose, found himself indisposed before he could reach 
Franefort. 

The Duke of Marlborough arrived at the Hague the 5th of Novem^ 
ber, and, having concluded several important affairs with the states- 
general, embarked a few days after for England. His grace having com- 
municated to the states-general what passed in the conferences held at 
Franefort, and their deputies having bad several conferences with the 
ininisters of the emperor, their high mightinesses resolved to use all 
possible means to engage the empire to make greater efforts for the fu- 
ture than they had before : and in order thereto they wu'ote a pressing* 
letter to the Diet of Ratisbon. I shall not at the end of this barren 
campaign detain the reader with any repetition, but instead thereof 
transcribe that part of the Dutch council of war’s petition, which setsr 
forth the causes and accidents, whereby the series of the confederates*' 
success had been sometimes interrupted* The next campaign will af- 
ford more matter for recapitulation, when I shall introduce what is ma- 
terial concerning this.' - 

The council, after having summed up the advantages obtained im 
the war, proceed thus : — However, high and mighty lords, notwith- 
standing these great' and important advantages, the affairs are not yet 
brought to that pass and balance, that may secure the safety and tran- 
quillity of your high mightinesses and your allies. The great power of 
the enemies you had to wrestle with, and especially that of the French, 
who, though several times gloriously defeated, and especially at Schel- 
lenberg, Hochstedt, Ramillies and Turin, have yet found means every 
4inie to rise, and have so far improved the defeats they had received, ai 
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to make tliem,an encoi3ragei'neut- for .greater efforts; that very power has 
BOW and theo stopt the prosecution of the advantages obtained, and the 
'rapidity , of victories- To this, stop have likewise sometimes contri- 
buted the disorder, dilatoriness, slowness, and the want of being ready 
in a due' times, of' some of the allies, and their want of good intelligeiiee 
of the motions and designs of the eneni.y : and it w,ere to be, wish.ed that 
in, the course of' this war there should not be found by. experieoce, what 
has been formerly observed; namely, that great hopes^ and great suc- 
cesses do not always go together, and that prosperity, which gives birth 
to such hopes, commonly brings along with it, at the same time, a wrong 
and groundless opinion of the, weakness and declension of the enemy^ 
and consequently produces supineness and neglect. 

Besides all this, the advantage of the ground, the natural strength 
of the rivers and canals in the countries where the war was to be carried 
OB ; the number, situation, and extent of the fortified places to be at*^ 
tacked ; the backwardness of the seasons, and the unseasonableness of 
the weather, and even some inconsiderable accidents, may also retard 
and stop the prosecution of advantages obtained. ’Tis to these reasons, 
or at least to some of them, that we may attribute, that campaigns 
which have followed those wherein were gained great advantages, have 
not been so favourable: that the campaign next after the victories of 
Schellenberg and Hochstedt, and vvhich seemed to promise no less than 
the conquest of Saar Louis and Thionville, and even of Metz, and other 
places in the heart of France, had not success answerable to those pro- 
mises and expectations : that in the Netherlands, where the enemy, 
by many precautions, have endeavoured to preserve their towns and for- 
tresses, the last campaign has not been so successful as the former ; and 
that the expedition into Provence, and the intended conquest of Tou lon 
and Marseilles have had no other effect than the devastation of part of 
that province, the bombardment of Toulon, and the destroying of some 
tteU'" of war and magazines.’^ 

(To he coniimmlj , 
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OFFICIAL NARRATIVES 

OF THE 

CAMPAIGNS OP BUONAPAMTEj 

SINCE THE PEACE OF AMIENS. 

Being a Complete Collection op the whole of the Bhlletini, 

PUBLISHED BY BUONAPAHTE TO HIS ABDICATION. 

iT is the well known opinion of some of our ablest Generals^ that the French Bui- 
letins of Buonaparte contain the most complete practical lessons of modern toarfarep 
and with a due allowance for so7ne exaggeration, include the fullest narrdtwe of 
the most tnemorable campaig7is on record, A wish, therefore, has qften been ese^ 
pressed that tJwj xoete all published in one form, so as to form a poriaMe manual 
m well for future reference as for prese^it study. It is our present purpose to 
effect this. In this, and in the foUoiolng numbers of the Chronicle, we shall 
accordingly give a complete collection of the whole of the Bulletms published by 
Buonaparte, Ihis began only iu the frst Campaign after he was Mnipetor, Ihe 
form qf a Bulletin being considered in foreign Cabinets as belonging only U 
Sovereigns,- 

CAMPAIGN IN GERMANY OF I8O9. 
TWENTY-FOURTH BULLETIN. 

Vienna, July S — Gen. Broussier had left two battaiious of the 84th re- 
giment of the line iu the town of Gratz, and proceeded to Viklon, to join the 
army of Dalmatia. On theQOth of June, gen. Giulay appeared before Gratz^ 
with 10,000 men, composed, it is true, of Croats and frontier regiments. The 
84th, which was cantoned in one of tlie suburbs of the town, repelled all at- 
tacks of the enemy, routed him every wdiere, took 500 men prisoners, and 
two standards, and maintained himself in his position fourteen hours, giving time 
to gen. Broussier to come to his assistance. This conflict, of one with ten» 
covered the 84th, and its colonel, Gambin, with honour. The standards were 
presented to his Majesty at the parade. We have to regret, that 20 of these 
brave fellows were killed, and 92 wounded — On the SOth the duke of Auer- 
stadt attacked one of the islands of the Danube, at a small distance from the 
right bank, opposite Bresburg, where the enemy had some troops Geo. Gu- 

din directed this operation with skill 5 it was executed by col. Decouz, and 
the 21st regiment of infantry of the line, which this officer commands. At 
two o’clock of the morning, this regiment, partly in boats, and partly swim- 
ming, crossed a very narrow arm of the Danube, seized the island, routed the ' 
1:500 men who were upon it, and made £50 prisoners, among whom were 
the, colonel and several o,llicers of ■ the regiment St Julian, and took 
three pieces of cannon, which the enemy .had landed for the defence of 
the islaad.—At length there exists no longer any Danube, as far as concerns 
■the French army. Genera! count. Bertrand -has raised works which excite 
astooishmeiit, and inspire adini ration.— Over breadth of 400 fathoms, and 
over , a very rapid river, he has in a fortnight raised a bridge foriiied of 0(> 
arches, on which three carriages can pass abreast : ,he has built asecon.d 
upon piles eight feet broad ; but this is for' infantry only. Next to these two 
bridges is a bridge of boats ; we can, therefore, '..pass, the Daiiiibe in three 
coimnns. These three bridges are secured 'against., all .insults, even against the 
, VoL«IV. No. 21. 3.F , , ” 


urn me ROYAL, MILITARY CHRONICLE. ^ [Ja«. 

effects of 'fire-sliips and iiicendiavy machines, by stoccadoes, raised on piles 
' between the islands, in different directions, the farthest of which are at S50 
fathoms from the bridges. When these immense .works are con tempi ated® 
they TOlgiit be thought to be the labour of many years ; tliey were, iioweveri» 
produced in 15 or 20 days. These works are defended by tetes-de-pont, eadi 
1600 fathoms in extent, formed of redoubts, surrounded by palisades, frises,. 
and ditches filled with water. - The island of Lobau is a strong post ; it con- 
tains magazines of provisions, 100 pieces of heavy cannon, and 20 mortars or 
howitzers. Opposite Essling, on the left arm of the Danuabe, is a bridge® 
which the duke of Rivoli has fixed there. It is covered by a tete-de-pont, 
which had been raised there at the time of the first passage of the river. 

General Legraiid occupies the woods in the front of the tete-de-poot 

The hostile army is in order of battle, covered with redoubts j the left is at 
Enzendorf, the right at Great Aspern; a few discharges of musquetry from the 
advanced posts have taken place. — Now that the passage of the Danube is 
secured, and that our bridges are sheltered from every attempt, the fate of the 
Austrian monarchy will be decided in a single battle,— The waters of the 
Danube were, on the 1st of Jul5%four feet above the lowest, and thirteen feet 
below the highest point. The rapidity of the river at this part is, when the 
waters are high, from seven to twelve feet 5 when the water is moderate, four 
feet six inches, each second, and more strong titan at any other point. In 
liiuigary it diminishes a great deal; and at the place where Trajan raised a 
bridge, it is almost insensible. The Danube is there 450 fathoms l>road 5 here 
it is only 400. The bridge of Trajan was a stone bridge, the work of several 
years. Ccesar’s bridge over the Rhine was raised, it is true, in eight days, but 
no loaded carriage could pass over it. — ^The works on the Danube are the 
most beautiful military works ever formed.— Prince Gazario, aid-de-camp 
general of the emperor of Russia, arrived at Schoenbronn, at four of the morn- 
ing the day before yesterday, at the moment the Emperor was mounting 021 
horseback. He set out from Petersburgh the 8th of June. He has brought 
intelligence of the march of the Russian army into Gallicia.— tiis Majesty 
lias quitted Schoenbrunn ; he has been two clays encamped. His tents arc 
very beautiful, and made in the style of the Egyptian tents.” 

TWENTY-FIFTH BULLETIN. ^ 

WoMiE-RspoELF, Jul^ S. — Th.e works raised by gen. count Bertrand, and the 
corps he commands, had, since the beginning of the month, entirely subdued 
the Danube,. His majesty instantly resolved to collect his, forces in the island 
of Lobau, open upon the Austrian army, and bring on a genera! engagement 
Jt was not because'' the position of the French army was not a very fine' one. 
at- Vienna: master of the whole right bank of the - Danube, having in his 
power Austria, and a considerable portion of Fliuigary, he enjoyed the great- 
est plenty, — If some difficulties had been experienced in providing sustenance 
for the people of Vienna, this arose front an ill-organized admiriistration, froni 
embaiTassments which were every day diminisliing, and from difficulties 
which were naturally produced ..by the situation in which the , eoiiiitry was 
placed, ill a land in which the trade in corn iS' an exclusive privilege of the 
government But how could the troops continue to be separated from the 
liostile anny, by a'canal of three or four hundred toises in breadth, when the 
' means of passing over had .been prepared and secured ?— This would .have 
given cre'dibllity to the impostures which the enemy had ■ scattered with m, 
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great profusion througliout Ms own and heiglibouring countries: tliis would 
have cast a doubt over the occurrences at Essling, and would, finally, have 
authorised the supposition of there being, in fact, a substantial equality 
between armies so diflereut, of which one was animated and in some nieitsiire 
reinforced by the multiplicity of its successes and victories, while the other 
was dispirited by the most striking reverses,— iVll the intelligence concerning 
the x\ustrian army shewed that it was considerable ; that it had been recruited 
by numerous bodies of reserve, by the levies from Moravia and Hungary, and 
by all the landwhers (fencibles) of the provinces ; that its cavalry had been 
re-mounted by requisitions in all the circles, and its draughts of artillery 
tripled by immense levies of horses and carriages in Moravia, Hungary, and 
Bohemia.—To add new chances in their favour, the Austrian generals had 
raised military works, of which the right was protected by Gros-Aspern, and 
the left by Enzersdorf, and the intervals between them were covered by re- 
doubts, surrounded by paliisades and frises, and defended by more than 
1,50 pieces of battering cannon, taken from the fortresses of Bohemia and Mo- 
ravia— It was inconceivable how the Emperor, with his experience in war, 
could think of attacking works so powerfully defended, backed by an army 
estimated at 200,000 men, as well troops of the line as militia and new-raised 
levies, and who were supported by 800 or 900 pieces of held artillery. It ap- 
peared more simple to throw some fresh bridges over the Danube, a few leagues 
lower down, and thus render useless the field of battle prepared by the enemy. 
But in this latter case it was not thought practicable to avert the inconveni- 
ences wbidi had already nearly proved fatal to the army, and succeed, in the 
course of two or three days, in protecting these new bridges ixom the ma- 
chines of the enemy— On the other side the Emperor was tranquil — Works 
were raised upon works in the island of Lobau ; and several bridges on piles, 
and several rows of stoccadocs, were fixed at the same place — This situation 
of the French army placed between these two great difficulties, had not es* 
caped the enemy. He was aware that his army, too numerous and imwieldys 
would be exposed to certain destruction if he acted on the offensive; but at 
the same time, he believed it was impossible to dislodge him from the central 
position, in which he covered Bohemia, Moravia, and a part of Hungary. It 
is true that this position did not cover Vienna, and that the French were in pos- 
session of the capital. But this possession was, in a certain degree, clisputecl, 
since the Austrians remained masters of one bank of the Danube, and pre- 
vented the arrival of the articles most iudispensible to the subsistence of so 
great a city. These were the reasons of hope and fear, and the subject of con- 
versation in the two armies.— On the 1st of July, at four o’clock in the morn- 
in«’, the Emperor removed his bead-quarters to the island of Lobau, which 
had been already named by the engineers the island Napoleon. A small 
island, to which had been given the name of the duke of Montebello, and 
which bore upon Enzersdorf, had been furnished with ten mortars, and 
twenty i8-pounders, Another island called island, Espagne, had been supplied;, 
witli six pieces of battering caimon, 12-pounders, and four mortars. Between 
these two islands abattery had been raised, equal in force to that of tlm island 
Monlcbelio, and in like maiuier bearing upon Enzersdorf. These 62 pieces of 
battering artillery had the same object, were in two hours to destroy the little 
town of Enzersdorf, drive away the enemy, and demolish the works. On the 
right, the island Alexander, with four mortars,; two ten-pounders, and twelve, 
fix-pounders^ battering caiiiion> were to bear upon the plaio^ and protect. the 
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operations of the bridges. — On the '2d the aide-de-camp of the duke de Rivol 
puMJed over to the Mill Island with 500 voltigeurs, and took possession of it. 
This island was also furnished with cannon. It was joined to the continent, 
on the left side, by a small bridge. In the front a little fleche was raised, and 
this redoubt was called Petit.-— In the evening the redoubts of Essling appeared 
to be jealous of these works; not doubting that they were a first battery, 
formed to act against themselves, they fired upon them with great activity. 
This was precisely the intention in having seized this island.— The attention 
of the enemy was to be drawn to this point, in order to conceal froiii Jiiiii the 
'operations really proposed. 

Passu^e across the arm of the Dmiuhe to the Island Lohau.^On the 4th, at ten 
10 the evening, general Oudinot caused 1,500 voltigeurs to be embarked on the 
great arm of the Danube, commanded by gen. Conrmix. Col. Baste, with 
ten gan-boats, cctnveyed them, and disembarked them beyond the little arm 
of the island Lobau, in the Danube. The batteries of the enemy were soon 
silenced, and he was driven from the woods to the village of Muhleuten. — -At 
eleven in the evening, the batteries raised against Enzersdorf received orders 
to begin their firing. The howitzers set this unfortunate little town on lire, 
and in less than half an hour the enemy’s batteries had ceased to operate,— 
The chief of battalion Dessales, director of the bridges, and en- 

gineer of the marine, had prepared in the island Alexander, a bridge of 80 
toises, of a single piece, and five great ferry boats. Coh St. Croix, aide-du* 
camp of the duke of Rivoli, embarked in barges with 2,500 men, and landed 
on the left bank. — ^The bridge of a single piece, the first of the kind which has 
hitherto been made, was fixed in less than five minutes, and the infantry 
passed over it with great rapidity. Capt Bazelle fixed a bridge of boats in an 
lioiir and an half. Capt, Pay erimoffe formed a bridge of rafts in two hours. 
Thus, at two o’clock in the morning, the army had four bridges, and had de- 
bouched on the left 1500 toises below Enzersdorf, protected by the batteries, 
and the right upon Vittaii, The corps of the duke of Rivoli formed the left 5 
that of count Oudinot, the centre 5 and that of the duke of Aiierstadt, the 
right; the corps of the prince de Ponte Corvo, the Viceroy and the duke of 
Ragusa, the guard 5 and the cuirassiers formed the second line and the bodies 
of reserve. litter darkness, a violent storm and rain, which fell in torrents^ 
rendered this night as frightful as it was propitious to the French army, and 
yvas about to be glorious to it— On the 5th at day-break, every one perceived 
w'hat had been the project' of the Emperor, who was then, with his whole 
army, arranged in order of battle at the extremity of the enemy’s left, having 
turned all Iiis entrenched camps, having rendered' his works useless, and thus 
'obl'lgihg the Austrians 1 0 abandon their positions, and come and offer hiiii 
fea'ftle on^ the spot that was convenient to him. The great problem was tliu's, 
resolved, and without'passing the Danube on other'poiots— without receiving , 
any protection from the works he ' had raised, he 'forced the enemy to fight: 
three quarters of "a league '.from his redoubts. From that moment the' greatest 
andhappiest results were, presaged. At eight in. the morning,' '.the batteries;,,, 
which had played upon, Enzersdorf,- had produced such . an effect that the 
enemy w'as obliged foiet that"' town be occupied by no more than four batta-; 
.lions.: The duke of Rivoli dispatched his first aide-de-camp, St 'Croix, against: 
it, who did not meet with a great resistance, and took prisoners all who re- 
inained.'in it.:- CountOudinot surro'unded the castle of ■ Sachsengang, which 
the enemy had fortified, forced 900 -men who defended It to capitulate, and 
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look pieces of caniioii.— -Tlie Emperor then caused tlie wliole army to 
spread itself aloug the immense plain of Euzersdorf. 

Mattie of Euzemlorf. — In the meanwhile, the enemy, confounded in all:his 
projects, gradually recovered from liis astonishment, and endeavoured to regain 
some ' advantages in this new field of battle. For this purpose he detaclied 
several columns of infantry, a considerable number of pieces of artillery, and all 
ids' cavalry, as well of the line as the new levies, in order to attempt to outflank 
the right of the French army. In consequence he occupied the village of 
Eutzendorf. The Emperor ordered gen.Oudinot to carry tins village, to the 
right of which he sent the duke of Aiicrstadt, in order to proceed to the 
head-quarters of prince Charles, going always from the right to the left From 
noon till nine in the evening the French armies manoeuvred on this immense 
plairn All the villages were occupied, and when the French had reached the 
lieights of the intrenched camps of the enemy, they fell of their own accord, 
as if by enchantment. The duke de Rivoii caused them to be occupied witli- 
out resistance. It was thus we seized the works of Essling and Gros- Aspernj^ 
and ihelabour of 40 days was of no use to the enemy. He made some re- 
sistance in the village of Rasclidorf, which the prince de Ponte Corvo caused to 
foe attacked and carried by the Saxons. The enemy was every where over- 
whelmed by the superiority of our fire. This immense field of battle was 
covered with his remains. 

Battle of Wagm,m.--~^Stron^ly alarmed by the progress of the French arni}> 
and the great successes which it obtained, with scarcely any effort, the enemy 
put all Ills troops in motion, and at six in the evening lie occupied the fol- 
lowing position : — his right from Stadelau to Gerasdorf, his centre from Gc- 
rasdorf to Wagram, and his left from Wagram to Neusiedeh The French 
army had its left at Gros-Aspern, its centre at Raschdorf, audits right at 
Gleozindorf, In this position the day w^as nearly at a close, and we had ne- 
cessarily to expect a great battle on the morrow j but this ivas to be avoided, 
and the position of the enemy to be intersected, so as to prevent him from 
forming any plan, by taking possession in the night, of the village of Wagram. 
In this case, his line, already of an immense length, being suddenly assailed, 
and exposed to the chances of combat, the different bodies of his army would 
foe dispersed without order or direction, and w^e should succeed at an easy rate 
and tvithout any serious engagement. The attack on Wagram took place, and 
our troops took possession of the village ; but a column of Saxons and a co- 
lumn of French mistook each other in the dark for enemies, and this operation 
failed. — We tlien prepared for the battle of Wagram. It appears that tlie 
dispositions of the French general and the Austrian general were inverted. 
The Emperor passed the night in accumulating his forces towards his centre, 
where he was in person, within cannon shot of Wagram. With this view# 
the duke cle Rivoii moved upon the leftof Aderklau, leaving at Aspern a single 
division, with orders for it to fall back, in case of necessity, upon the island of 
Lobaii. The duke of Auerstadt received orders to leave unoccupied the viU 
lag-e of Grosshoffeii that he might approach the centre* The Austrian gene- 
ral, oh the coiitrary, weakened his centre, to- secure and augment his extre- 
mities, which he still farther extended, — On the 6tii at day break, the prince 
de Ponte Corvo occupied the left, having the duke of Rivoii in a second line. 
The Viceroy connected him with the centre, where the corps of count Oudi- 
not, that' of the duke , of Ragusa, those of the imperial guards, and the divisions 
of cuirassiers, formed seven or eight Tiiies.-^Thc duke of Auerstadt marched 
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from the rigiit to reacli the centre. The enemy* on the contrary* put Belle- 
garde’s corps in motion for Stadelau. The corps of Collowrath, Lichtenstein^ 
and Hiller, connected their right with the position of Wagram, where prince 
Hohenzollern was, and with the extremity of the left at Neiisiedel, 'where the 
corps of Rosenberg debouched in order also, to out-fiank that of the duke of 
Auerstadt The corps of Rosenberg, and that of the duke of Alierstadt, moving 
in opposite directions, encountered each other, with the first rays of the suii„ 
and gave the sigoSil of battle. The Emperor instantly repaired to this point® 
ordered the duke of Auerstadt to be reinforced by the division of the duke of 
Padm’s cuirassiers, and the corps of Rosenberg to be attacked in flank by a 
battery of twelve guns, of the division of count de Nansoiity. In less than 
three quarters of an hour, the fine corps of the duke of Alierstadt gave a good 
account of the corps of Roseiiberg,defeating it, and driving it beyond Neiisiedel 
with considerable loss. In the mean time, a cannonade commenced along the 
whole of the line, and the enemy’s dispositions were every moment discovering 
themselves. The whole, of his left was secured with artillery. — One might 
have said, that the Austrian general was not flglitiog for victory, but was 
looking only to the means of improving it This disposition of the enemy 
seemed so absurd, that some snare '^vas apprehended, and the Emperor de- 
layed some time before he ordered those easy dispositions which he had to make 
to disconcert those of the enemy, and render them fatal to him. He ordered 
the duke de Rivoli to make an attack on the village occupied by the enemy® 
and render them fatal to him, and which somewhat straitened the extre- 
mity of the centre of the army. He ordered the duke of Auerstadt to 
turn the position of Neiisiedel, and thence to push on upon Wagram j and 
he formed the duke of Ragusa’s troops, and those of gen iMacdonald, in column 
to carry Wagrarn at the moment the duke of Auerstadt should debouch.— 
While these proceedings were taking place, information was received that the 
enemy was making a furious attack upon the village carried by the duke of 
Rivoli; that our left w'as outflanked by 3,000 toises, that a brisk cannonade 
was already heard at Gros-Aspern, and that the space between Gros-Asperii 
and Wagram seemed to be covered with an immense line of artillery. There 
was no longer any room for doubt. — -The enemy had committed an enormous 
fault, and we had only to profit by it. The Emperor instantly ordered gem 
Macdonald to form the divisions of Broussier and Lemarque in columns of 
attack. He ordered the division of Nansoiity to be supported by the horse ^ 
guards, and a battery of sixty guns belonging to the guards, and forty of differ- 
ent other corps. General count Laiiriston, at the head of his battery of lOG 
pieces of artillery, marched at a trot against the enemy, advanced without 
firing to within half gun-shot distance, and there opened a prodigious fire, 
which silenced that of the enemy, and spread death among his ranks. Gen. 
Macdonald then ad vaoced at the imsde charge , — The general of division Reille® 
■with the brigade of fusiliers and sharp shooters of the guards, supported gen. 
Macdonald. The guards made a change of front, in order to render this 
attack infallible. In an instant the enemy’s centre lost a league of ground 5 
liis right became alarmed, and perceiving the dangerous position in which it, 
was placed, rapidly fell back. The duke of Rivoli, at that moment, aftacke 4 
Itin front— -Whilst the rout of the centre struck consternation into the right 
of the enemy, and precipitated its movements, the left was attacked and out 
flanked by the duke of Auer§tadt,,wliQ had carried Neusiedel, and, who hayiiig^ 
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gained tlie elevated plain, was iiiardiing upoii Wagram. Tlie divisions of 
Eroiissier and Gudin covered themselves %vith glory. — It was only tlien ten 
o’clock in tlie morning; aisd these wdio had the least penetration saw Ifiat tlie 
fate of the day wnis decided, and the victory was ours.— -At noo!!, count Oudinot 
iinirched upon Wagram, to assist the attack of tlie duke of Aiierstadt. He 
was successful, and carried that iiiiportaiit position. A^fter ten o’clock, tiic 
enemy fought only to etiect his retreat; at twelve this was manifest it was 
conducted in disorder; long before dark the enemy was out of sight. — Oiiv 
left was posted at J'efelsee and EbersdorfF; our centre upon Obersdorf, and 

the cavalry of our right extended their posts as far as Shonlardien On the 

7th, at day-break, the army was in niotioii, and marching upon Koroenboiirg 
and Wolkersdorf, and liad some posts near Nicolsbourg. Tlie eneiny, cot olf 
from Hungary and Moravia, had been forced to tall back upon Boliemia.— Such 
is the narrative of tiie battle of Wagram, a battle decisive and ever memorable^ 
in which from three to four hundred thousand men, and from twelve to fifteen ■ 
hundred pieces of cannon, contended for great iiiterests, upon a field of battlCj, 
studied, planned, and fortified by the enemy for several monllis. Ten pair of 
colours, 40 pieces of cannon, SO, 000 prisoners, including between 3 and 400 
officers, and a considerable number of generals, colonels, and majors, are the 
trophies of this victory. The fields of battle are covered with the slain; 
among whom are the bodies of several generals, and among others, one called 
Korman, a Frenchman, a traitor to his country, who prostituted his talents 
against her. — All the enemy’s wounded have fiillen into piVr hands. Those 
whom he abandoned at the commencement of the action, w^ere found in the 
adjacent villages. It may be calculated that the result of this battle will foe 
that of reducing the Austrian army to less than 60,000 men — Our loss has 
been considerable; it is estimated at 1,500 in killed, and from 3 to 4,000 
wounded, — The duke of Istria, at the moment when he was preparing for an 
attack with the cavalry, had his horse shot dead by a cannon liall, which fell 
upon his saddle, and slightly grazed his thigh. — ^The general of division. La- 
ralle, was killed by a musket ball. He was an officer of the greatest merit, 
and one of our best light cavalry generals. The Bavarian general Wretle, and 
generals Seras, Grenier, Vignolle, Sahuc, Frere, and Defraiice, were w'ounded. 
Colonel prince Aldobranclini was wounded in the arm by a musket ball; the 
majors of the guard, Dausmenil and Carbeneau, were also wounded ; the ad- 
jutant commandant, Duprat, was killed ; the colonel of the 0th infimtry of the 
line fell on the field of battle.— That regiment has covered itself with glory— 
The officers of the staff are preparing a return of our losses. — A particular cir- 
cumstance incident to this grand battle is, that the columns nearest to Vienna 
were only about 1,?200 toises from it. The numerous population of that 
capital covered the turrets, the steeples, the roofs of the houses, and every 
elevated situation, to witness this spectacle. The emperor of Austria left 
Wolkersdorf on the 6th, at five in the moniing, and ascended, a tower, from 
which he had a view of the field of battle, and where he remained until mld- 
liiglit . 'He then setoff in all haste. The French head-quarters were trails^ 
ferrecl to Wolkersdorf, on the morning of the T'th. ■ ' , , 
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WoLKERSBORF, Jul^ 9.-r*The enemy retreated in the utmost disorder. 
have collected a part of his baggage. His wounded have fallen into our 
hsmds; we have already couiitedmorethaa;l%000 ; all the villages are filled 
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wills them. In .five or six hospitals alone we have found more than 6,000.--^ 
The duke de Rivoli, pursuing the enemy by Stokerau, is already arrived at 
Holiabruon.— The duke de Ragusa had at first foUIovved on the road to Brunnj, 
which he quitted at Wolkersdorf, in order to take that of Znaim. At nine 
o’clock this morning he met at Laa a rear-guard, which he routed: he took 
90 G of them prisoners. He will be to-morrow at Znaim.— «The duke of Auer> 
stadt is. arrived to day at Nicolsbourg.— The emperor of Austria, prince An- 
thony, with a suite of about €00 chariots, coaches, and other carriages, slept 
on the 6th at Erensbrimn, the 7th at Hollabnmn, the 8th at Znaim, whence 
they set out at nine of the morning. According to the relation of the country 
people who conducted them, their dejection was extreme —One of the princes 
de Rohan was found wounded on the field of battle, Lieut, field-iiiarshal 
Wursakowiez is among the prisoners.— The artillery of the guard Covered 
itself with glory. Major Aboville, who commanded, %vas wounded. The 
Emperor has made him general of brigade. The chief of a squadron of artil- 
lery, Gramier, has lost an arm. These intrepid artillerymen displayed all the 
power of this terrible weapon — ^The horse chasseurs of the guard charged^ 
and drove back on the day of the battle of Wagram three squares of infantry. 
They took four pieces of cannon. The light-horse Poles of the guard charged 
a regiment of pikemen. They took the prince of Auersperg prisoner, and 
captured two pieces of cannon — The Saxon hussars d’Albert charged the cui- 
rassiers d’AIbert, and took their colours. It was a very singular thing to see 
two regiments belonging to the same colonel fightingpoe against the other. — 
It appears that the enemy is abandoning Moravia and Hungary, and is retiring 
into Bohemia.— ».The roads are covered with the men belonging to the landwehr® 
and the levee en masse, who are returning to their houses. — ^The losses which 
desertion is adding, to those the enemy has sustained in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, are concurring to annihilate his army. The numerous letters which 
have been intercepted are a striking picture of the discontent of the hostile 
army, and the disorder which reigns in it. — ^Now that the Austrian monarchy 
is without hope, it would evince being ill acquainted with the character of 
those who govern it, not to expect that they will humiliate themselves as they 
did after the battle of Austerlitz. At that epoch, they were, as now, without 
hope, and they exhausted all tlieir protestations and oaths, — During the day 
of the 6th, the enemy sent a few hundred men to the right of the Danube to 
make observations. They re-embarked after having lost a few men killed or 
taken prisoners — The heat was excessive on these days. The thermometer 
was almost constantly at €6 degrees. — ^There are great quantities of wine. In 
one village 3,000,000 pints were found. It has happily no bad quality. 

Twelve of the most considerable villages in the beautiful plain of Vienna, 
such as are seen in the neighbourhood of a great capital, have been burnt doiv 
lag the battle. ,, The just hatred of the nation is loud aganist the guilty iiieii 
who have, drawn upon itall these calamities.— The general of brigade, Laroche^ 
entered Nuremberg on the 28th of June, with a corps of cavalry, and proceeded 
towards Bayreuth. He met the enemy at Besentlieim, charged Iiini with, the 
fi rst provisional regiment of dragoons, and cut in-pieces all who, opposed him, 
and took two pieces of cannon. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH BULLETIN. 

On thelOth the duke of Rivoli beat the enemy’s rear-guard before Hoi 
‘kbrp.nm-— At noon on the same; day,-, the duke of Ragusa^ wlio.had arrived, op- 
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the heights of Zoaini, saw the enemy’s baggage and artillery filing off toward 
Bohemia. Gen. Bellegarde wrote to him that prince John of Lichtensteia 
would repair to the Emperor with a mission from ins master, for the purfiose 
of treating for Peace 5 and in consequence desired a Suspension of Arms. The 
duke of Ragusa replied, that it w'as not in his power to accede to such a pro- 
position j but that he would acquaint the Emperor wi tint. Meanwhile he 
attacked the enemy, took from him an excellent position, made some prisoners,, 
and took two colours. — On the morning of the same day, the duke of Auerstadt 
had passed the Taya opposite Nicolsbourg, and general Grouchy had beaten 

prince Rosenberg’s rear, taking 450 men of prince Charles’s regiment At noon 

OH the nth instant, the Emperor arrived opposite Znaim. The battle had 
Begun. The duke of Ragusa had attacked the town 5 and the duke of Ri voH 
had taken the bridge, and had occupied the tobacco manufactory. In the dif- 
ferent engagements this day, we had taken S,000 men, two colours, and three 
pieces of cannon. The general of brigade, Brnyeres, an officer of very great 
promise, has been wounded. The general of brigade, Guiton, madea fine 
charge with the lOtli cuirassiers.— Tim Emperor, informed that prince John of 
Lichtenstein, wdio had been sent to him, was arrived within our posts, ordered 
the fire to cease. The annexed Armistice was signed at midniglit, at the prince 
of Neiifchaters. The prince of Lichtenstein was presented to the Emperor in 
his tent, at t\vo o’clock in the morning. 


Suspension of Arms between Ids 3Iajesty the Erpero>' of the French mid Kinfjof 
Italy, and his Majesty the Emperor o fA ustydd. 

Art. 1. There shall be a Suspension of Arms between the armies of his 
majesty the Emperor of the French, king of Italy, and of liis majesty the 
Emperor of Austria. 

S. The line of demarcation shall be on the side of Upper Austria, the frontier 
which separates Austriafrom Bohemia, the Circle of Znaim, that of Bruno, and 
a line drawn from the frontier of Moravia upon Raab, which shall begin at the 
point where the frontier of the Circle of Bninn touches the March, and 
clesceiiding the March to its conflux with the Taya 3 from thence to St Johami 
and the road to Presbourg j Presbourg and a league round the town ; the great 
Danube to the mouth of the Raab ^ the Raab to the frontiers of Stiriaj Stiria« 
Carniola, Istria, and Fiumc. 

5. The citadels of Briinn and Gratz shall be evacuated immediately on the 
signature of the present Armistice, 

4. The detachments of Austrian troops which are in the Tyrol and Ihe 
Voralberg, shall evacuate those two countries, and the fort of Saclisenbourgh 
■shall be given up to the French troops. 

5# The magazioes of provisions and clothes, ■which shall be found in the 
countries to be evacuated by the Austrian army, and which belong to it, may 
be emptied. 

6. In relation to Poland, the two armies shall take the line which they at 
present occupy. 

7. The present suspension of arms shall continue for a monih, nncl flflecn 
days notice shall be given before hostilities Tecommene'e. 

5. Commissaries on either side shall be named, for the execution of the pre- 
sent articles, ■ ■' ' '' . , 

\:9.. From to-morrow, the IS th,.' the Austrian troops-shall 'begiii t.heir evacua, 
lion of the countries markedout by this suspension of arms j and shall retire by 
¥ol.IY',No 21. ^ G 
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daiSy marches —The fort ofBruim shall be given up to the French army on 

the 14th of July; and that of Gratz on the i6th. ^ „ 

Made and concluded betvveeu us the undersigned, charged wdh full povvors 
from oar respective sovereigns, the prince of Neufchatel major-gen. o. he 
French army, and M. Baron Winipffen, inajor-gen. of the etat-...ajoi of the 
Austrian army, at the camp before Znaim, July 12, 1809. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH BULLETIN. 

The Danube has risen six feet. The bridges of boats which had been con. 
st-ucted before Vienna, since the battle of Wagram, have been broken by the 
iects of this rise; but the bridges at Ebersdorff are sohd and permanent 
Tone of them have suffered. Those bridges, and the works of the rslan of 
Tobau are the admiration of the military pereons of Austna. They avow that 
tch works are without example since the time of the Romans.--ine Arch, 
duke Charles having sent major gen. Weissenvof to compliment the Emperor, 
and since that, the baron de Wimpffen and prince John of Lichtenstem having 
upon the same courteous errand in his n.mie, Ins majesty has thou 
proper to send to the Archduke, the duke of l-nuh, grand marshal of the pa- 
lace who found him at Budwe'.s, and passed part of yesterday at h.s head- 
Imm’ters -The Emperor left his camp at Znaim yesterday, at rune o clock m 
the morning, and arrived at the palace of Schoenbru.m at three in the after- 

Qj, plis majesty had visited the environs of the vilkg^. ol ..pitz, whicli 

forms tlie tete-de-pont of Vienna. Gen. Bertrand has been charged wift the 
execution of different works, which must be markeu out and begun this day.— 
The brid-e of piles at Vienna vviii be re-established with the least delay pos- 
sibfe -ms majestv has named as marshals of the empire, gen. Oudinot, the 
duke of Ragusa, and geii. Macdonald. Tiie number of marshals was eleven ; 
to nomhiation will make it 14. There still remain two vaca«cies.-The 
Places of col.-gen. of the Swiss, and col.-gen. of the chasseurs, are also vacant. 
The col --en of the chasseui-s, is, according to our constitution, a Grand Officer 
of the empire.-His majesty has testified his satisfaction with the manner in 
which the Surgery has been served, and particularly with the services of the 
principal surgeon, Heurteloup.-His majesty passing through tlie field of battle 
mi the 7th, caused a great number of wounded to be taken off; and left there 
the duke of Friuli, grand marshal of the palace, who remained all day The 
number of wounded Austrians in our hands amounts to 12 or 13,000— The 
Austrians have had i9 generals killed or wounded. It has been remarked as 
a singular fact, that most of the French officers, w'hether of old France, or of 
the new provinces, who were in the Austrian service, have perished. Seveia! 
couriers have been intercepted; and among their letters has been found a re- 
gular correspondence of Gentz with count Stadion. The influence of this 
wretch in the leading determinations of the Austrian cabinet, is hereby mate- 
terially proved. Such are the instruments which England employs, like a new 
Pandora’s box, to raise storms and spread poisons on the Continent.— The 
duke of Rivoli’s corps encamps in the circle of Znaim; that of the duke of 
Auerstadtin the circle of Brunn ; that of the duke of Ragusa in the circle of 
Korn-Neubourg; that of marshal Oudinot before Vienna at Spitz; that of the 
Viceroy on Presbourg and Gi*atz. The imperial guard returns to the enviioi.s 
of Sclioenbrunn. The harvest is very fine, and abundant every where- Tlie 
army is cantoned in a beautiful country, and rich in provisions of all kinds, 
wine particularly. 
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Treaty of Peace between France and Austria^ Oetoler 15 ^ i 

Napoleon, by the Grace of God, and the Constitution of the Empire, Em-* 
peror of the French, King of Italy, Protector of the League of the Rhine, &c* 
Having seen and considered the Treaty concluded, determined, and signed at' 
Vienna, on the 14tlibf this month, by the Sieur Nompere de Champagny, our 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, in virtue of the full powers to that end given him 
by us, and the Prince John of Lichtenstein, Marshal of the Armies of His Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, equally provided with full powers-— which 
treaty is of the following tenor : 

His Majesty the Emperor of the French, King, of Italy, Protector of the 
League of the Rhine, Mediator of the League of Switzerland ^ and his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, being equally 
animated with the desire of putting an end to the war which has arisen be- 
tween them, have resolved to negociate forthwith a Defiiiitive Treaty of 
Peace, and for tlfSat purpose have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, namely— 
His Majesty the Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector of the 
League of the Rhine, the Sieur Jean Baptiste Nompere Count de Champagny, 
Duke of Cadore, Grand Eagle Bearer cf the Legion bf Plonoiir, Commander 
of the Order of the Iron Crown, Knight of the order of St Andrew of 
Russia, Grand Dignitary of that of the Two Sicilies, Grand Cross of the Or- 
ders of the Black and Red Eagles of Prussia, of the Order of St Joseph of 
Wurtzburg, of the Order of Fidelity of Baden, of the Order of Hesse Darm- 
stadt, his said Majesty’s Minister for Foreign xWairs ; and his Majesty tlie Em- 
peror of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, the Sieur Prince John of 
Lichtenstein, Knight of the Order of the Golden Fleece, Grand Cross of the 
Order of Maria Theresa, Chamberlain, Marshal 0 / the Armies of his said Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, and Proprietary Commander of a Regiment 
of Horse in his service : wlio Iiaving previously exchanged their full powers, 
have agreed upon the folio wing iVrt ides 

Art. L There shall, from tlie clay of the exchange of the ratifications of the 
present Treaty, be peace and friendship between his Majesty the Emperor of 
the French, King of Italy, Protector of the League of the Rhine, and his j\fa- 
Jesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, their heirs and 
successors, their States and Subjects respectively, for ever. 

IL The present peace is also declared to be common to his Majesty the 
King of Spain, Ms 'Majesty the King of Holland., his Majesty' the King of Ba- 
varia, his 'M’ajesty the King of Wirtemburg, his Majesty tlie King of Saxony, 
and his Majesty the King of Westphalia, .bis Most' Eminent Highness the 
Prince Primate, their Royal Higiinesses the Grand Duke^of Baden, the Grand 
Duke of Berg, the Graiu! Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt, the Grand Duke of 
Wurtzburg, and all the Princes and Members of the League of the Rhine, the 
Allies, iii the present war, of his Majesty the Emperor of the French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the League of the .Rhine. 

ML His Majesty tlie Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Boliemia, 
cedes, as well for himself, his heirs and siuxessois, as for the Princes of his 
I louse, their lieirs and respective successors, the priudpalities, lordships, do-. 
niaiiis, and territories, hereinafter iiientiohed, and also-all titles Which may 
accrue from the possession of tlie same; and all properties, whether manorial 
■ ' or held by tiiem under an episcopal title, lying, within the said territories. 

I . He cedes and transfers to liis Majesty the-. Emperor of the French, to form 
part of the League of the Eliine, and to be placed -at his dispositipn .for tho/ 
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daily iiian hes— The fort ofBrami shall be given up to the French army on 
the 1 '.til of July ; and tliatof Gratz on the l6th. 

Made and coiicludod between us the uiidersignecl, charged with full powers 
from our respective sovereigns, the prince of Neiifchatel, inajcr-geii. of tnc 
French army, and M. Baron VvimptFen, major-gen. of the etat-;r.ajor of the 

Austrian army, at the camp before Ziiaim, July 12, 1809. 

twenty-eighth bulletin. 

Tbe Danube has risen six. feet. The bridges of boats wiiicb bad been con- 
structed before Vienna, since the battle of Wagram, have been broken by the 
ctfects of this rise; hut the bridges at Ebersdorff are solid and pemiaiient ; 
none of them have suffered. Those Irridges, and the works of the island of 
Lobau, are the iidniiration of the military persons of Austria. They avow that 
such w’orks are without example since the time of the Romans.— The Arch- 
duke Ciiarlcs having sent major ge.:’. Weissenvof to compliment the Emperor, 
and since tliat, the baron de Wimpffen and prince John of Uclitcustein having 
come upon the same courteous errand in his name, liis wajesty has thought 
proper to send to the Arehdu!;e, the duke of Friuli, grand marshal of the pa- 
lace, who found him at Budwels, and passed part of yesterday at his head- 
epiarters.— The Emperor left Us aamp at Znaim yesterday, at nine o’clock in 
the morning, and arrived at the palace of Sclioenbnuin at three in the after- 
noon,— His majesty had visited tiie environs of tlie village of Spitz, which 
forms the tete-dc-pont of Vienna. G?--. Bertrauci has been chained with the 
execution of different works, which must be marked out and begun this day — 
The bridge of piles at Vienna will be re-established with the least delay po.s- 
sible.— IHs majesty has named as marshals of the empire, gen. Oudinot, the 
duke of Ragnsa, ami gen. Macdonald. The number of marshals was eleven ; 
this nomination will make it 14. There still remain two vacancies.— The 
places of eol.-gen. of the Swiss, and col.-gen. of the chasseurs, are also vacant. 
The col.-gen. of the chasseurs, is, according to our constitution, a Grand Officer 

of the empire -liis majesty has testified his satisfaction with the mariner in 

which the Surgery has been served, and particularly with the services of the 
principal surgeon,' Ileurteloup — His majesty passing through the field of battle 
on the 7th, caused a great uumher of wounded to be taken oJ; and left there 
the duke of Friuli, grand marshal of the palace, who remained all day— The 
number of wounded Austrians in our hands amounts to 12 or 18,000— The 
Austrians have had i9 generals killed or wounded. It has been remarked as 
a singular fact, that most of the French officers, whether of old France, or of 
the new provinces, who were in the Austrian service, have perished.— Several 
couriers have been intercepted; and among their letters has been found a re- 
gular correspondence of Gentz with count Stadioii. The influence of this 
•wretch in the leading determinations of the Austrian cabinet, is hereby mate- 
terially proved. Such are the instruments which England employs, like a new 
Pandora’s box, to raise storms and spread poisons on the Continent. — ^The 
duke of Rivoli's corps encamps in the circle of STnaiin; that of the duke of 
Auerstadt in the circle of Brmui ; that of the duke of Ragusa in the circle of 
Korn-Neubourg; that of marshal Oudinot before Vienna at Spitz; that of the 
Viceroy oii Presbourg and Gratz. The imperial guard returns to the environs 
of Rchoenbrumi. Tire harvest is very fine, and abundant every where, 'rite 
army is cantoned in a beautiful country, and rich in provisions of all kinds, 
wine particularly. 
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Treaty of Peace between France and Austria^ Oetoler 15, 1809. 

Napoleon, by tlie Grace of God, and the Constitution of the Empire, Eiii« 
peror of the French, King of Italy, Protector of the- League of the Rhine, &c« 
Having seen and considered the Treaty concluded, determined, and signed at ' 
Vienna, on the 14th of this month, by the SieurNompere de Cliampagiiy, our 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, in virtue of the full powers to that end given him 
by us, and the Prince John of Lichtenstein, Marshal of the Armies of His Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, equally provided with full powers — ^which 
treaty is of the following tenor : 

His Majesty the Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector of the 
League of the 'Rhine, Mediator of the League of Switzerland ;■ and' his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, being equally 
animated with the desire of putting an end to the war which has arisen be- 
tween them, have . resolved to negociate forthwith a Definitive Treaty of 
Peace, and tor that purpose have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, namely— 
His Majesty the Emperor of the French, King of Italy, Protector of the 
League of the Rhine, the Sieur Jean Baptiste Nompere Count de Champagny, 
Duke of Cadore, Grand Eagde Bearer cf tlie Legion of Honour, Commander 
of the Order of the Iron Crown, Knight of the order of St. Andrew of 
llossia, Grand Dignitary of that of the Two Sidiies, Grand Cross of the Or- 
ders of the Black ■ and Red Eagles of Prussia, of the Order of St Joseph of 
Wurtzburg, of the Order of Fidelity of Baden, of the Order of Hesse Darm- 
stadt, his said Majesty’s ^linister for Foreign Affairs j and his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, the Sieur Prince John of 
] Jchtenstein, Knight of the Order of the Golden Fleece, Grand Cross of the 
Order of Maria Theresa, Chamberlain, Marshal of the Armies of his said Ma- 
jesty tlic Emperor of Austria, and Proprietary Commander of a Regiment 
of Horse in his service : wlio liaving previously exchanged their full powers, 
have agreed upon' the following Articles • 

Art. L There shall, from tlie day of the exchange , of the ratifications of the 
present Treat}:^, be peace and friendship between his Majesty the Emperor of 
theFrench,.,, King of Italy, Protector of the League of the Rhine, and his j\Ia« 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, Kingof Hungary and Bohemia, their heirs and 
successors, their States and Subjects respectively, for ever. 

IL The present peace is' also declared to be common to his Majesty the 
King of Spain, Ms M'ajesty the King of Holland, his Majesty the .King of Ba- 
varia, his 'Majesty the King of Wirtemborg, his Majesty the King of Saxony, 
and 'ills Majesty the King of Westphali?., Iris Most Eminent Highness the 
Frifice Primate, their Royal Highnesses the Grand Duke^of Baden, the Grand 
Duke of Berg, the Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt, the Gntrid Duke of 
Wuilzl'iurg, and all the Princes, ami I^Jembers of the League of the Rhine, the 
Allies, in the present war, of Iri's Majesty the Emperor of t'iie French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the League of the Rhine. 

■ ill. iiis ^iajesly the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
cedes, as wed for' himself,; his heirs asid successois, as for the Princes of his 
ilO!!se, their heirs and respective successors, the principa'Iities, lordships, dew 
wiaiiis, and territories, hereinafter mentioned,' and also all titles ndfich may 
accrue from the possession of the same j and all properties, whether manorial 
’or held by them under asi episcopal title, lying .within tlie said territories. 

I. lie cedes and transfers to Iris Majesty the Emperor of the French, to form 
part of .the League of the Ehirie^ and to be placed at Ms disposii.i 9 ii for tiio 
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iislenist of file Sovereigns of the League:-— The territories of Saltzburgli aod 
Jh.‘rehtolsgiulen ; that pari; of Upper Austria, situate on the further side of a 
liae,ruuiiiijg,iVom llie Danube, at the village of Straas, thereiij eouipreheoding 
'IVeisseu'ildrcIh Wed(.u\sdoriF, Mieheibacli, Greist, Muckenfjoffen, .Heist and 
Jedina; llieuee in the ■direetiou of Sehwanstadl, the town, of Sdiwanstacit on 
tlie Alter, and flicuce ascending along the bank of that river, and tiie lake of 
.the same name, to the pomt where the lake touches upon tlic territor>‘ of Saltz- 
burg. His .Majesty the' Emperor of Austria shall only retain in property the 
woods belonging to the Sa!z-Camnu'ir-Guf, and forming part of the manor of 
Alondsce, with liberty to cut and carry' thence the brushwood, but without 
enjoying any right of Sovereignty upon that territory. — ^,,2.' He also cedes tojiis 
.-AJajesty tlie Emperor of the French, King of Italy, the County of Goritia, the 
Al'anor of Alontefalcone, the Government and City of Trieste, Caniiula, with its 
ilependeiicies on the Giilpli of Trieste, the Circle of Willach, in Carinthia, and 
all theteri’itories lyiugon the right bank of the Save, from the point wliere that 
river leaves tfaruiola, along its course to where it touches tiiefrontiersof Bosnia: 
namely a part of Provincial Croatia, six districts of Military Croatia, Fiume, 
and the iluogarian IJttorale, Austrian Istria, or the district of Castua, the 
isli mis d(»penili ug on the ceded territories, and all other territories however 
jiumed, upon the right bank of the Save j the middle stream of the said river 
serving jus the hounuury between the two States. — Lastly, tlie Lordship of 
llauzuns lying in the Gruukunderlanch — 3. lie cedes and mak(3s over to Iris 
Alajesty the King of Saxony, the territory of Bohemia depending upon and 
included in tlie territory of the Kingdom of Saxony, namely the parishes and 
V illages of Guntersdorif, Taiibantranke, Gerloehsheim, Lenkersdort^ Sehirgis- 
wuld, Winkel, ike , — b He cedes and makes over to the King of Saxonv', to be 
united to the Diiehy of Warsaw, tlie whole of Wester or New Gallicia, a 
district round Cracow, on the right bank of the Vistula, to be hereafter ascer- 
tained, and the Circle ofZamoscin .Eastern Gallicia. — The district round Cra- 
cow, upon the right hank of the Vistula, shall in the direction of Podgorze, 
have for its circumference the distance from Podgorze to Wieiiczka, The line 
cjfdemarloition shall pass through Wieiiczka, audio the westward toudi upon 
Scawina, and to the eastward upon tlie Beek, which fells into the Vistula at 
Brzdegv — W'ieliczka and the wdiole of the territory of the Salt-pits sliali belong 
in common to tiio Emperor of Austria, and the King of Saxony. Justice shall 
be udministf red therein in tlie name of the Municipal Power; there shall be 
<jii:nim*ed there only the troops necessary for the support of the Police, and 
they shall (‘(insist of e(|iial numbers of those of both nations. The Austrian 
SaJl from Wieiiczka, in its conveyance over the Vistula, and through the 
Ducljv of Warsaw, shall not be subject to any toll-duties. Corn of all kiiH% 
r;ust‘d in Austrian Gallicia, may also be freely exported across tije Vistula, 

Ills Majesty the Emperor of Austria, and his Majesty the King of Saxony^ 
may form surli an arrangement with regard to these boundaries, as that t,he 
i^ave, from the point wliere it touches upon the Circle of Zamosc, to its cori- 
lluence with the Vistula, shall serve as the line of demarcatin' between both 
states.— 5. He cedf?H and makes over to his Majesty.. the .Emperor of .Russia. i,ii 
the easternmost part of Gallicia, a tract of territory containing a population of 
400,000 souls, the city of Brodi being, neverihekss, not therein included, 
'rids territory shall, lie .amicably ascertained by. Comm issioiiers on the part pf 
both Empires# ; 
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IV. .The Teutonic Order hiiviog been abolished in the States of the League 
of the Rhine, ids Majesty the Emperor of x\,iistria, in the name of his Imperial 
Highness the Archduke Anthony, abdicates the Grand Alasterslnp of that 
Order in his States, and recognizes the duspositious taken with regard to the 
property of the Order, locally situated out of the Austrian territory. Pensions 
;&hall be assigned to those who iuive been on the civil establishment of tise 
'Order. 

V. The debts f II iided upon the territory of the ceded provinces and allowed 
fey the States of the said provinces, or accruing from expences iacurreci for 
their Administration, shall alone follow^ the fate of those provinces. 

VL The provinces which are to !)e restored to his IMujesty the Emperor of 
Austria, shall be administered for his behoof by the Austrian Constituted Autho- 
rities, froiTi the day of exchanging the Ratification of the present Treaty j and 
the Imperial Domains, wheresoever situated, from the ist of November next 
It is nevertheless understood, that the French army in this country shall take 
for their use whatever articles cannot be supplied by their magazines for the 
subsistence of the troops and the wants of the hospitals j and also whatevershall 
fee necessary for the conveyance of their sick, and the evacuation of maga- 
zines.— An arrangmeots shall be made between the High Contracting Parties 
respecting all vvareontributions,of whatever denomination, previously imposed 
on the Austrian porvinces occupied by the French and allied troops, in con- 
sequence of which arrangement tlie levying of the said contributions shall cease 
from the day of the exchange of the Ratifications. 

VIL His Majesy the Emperor of the French, king of Italy, engages to give 
110 obstruction to the importation or exportation of merchandize into and from 
Austria, by way of the portof Fiume; this, nevertheless, not being construed, 
to include English goods or manufectures. The transit duties on the goods 
thus imported or exported, slmll be lower than upon those of all other nations* 
the kingdom of Italy excepted. An inquiry shall fee instituted, to ascertain 
whether any advantages can be allowed to the Austrian trade, in the otherports 
ceded by tliis Treaty 

VIIL Tlie titles of domains, archives, plans and maps of the countries, towns, 
and fortresses ceded, shall be given up within two months after tlie period of 
Ihe Ratification. 

LX. Ills Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
engages to disdiarge the yearly interest, arrears, and capitals, invested in 
^ securities of tlie Government, States, Bank, Lottery, or other public establisfi- 
meiit, by subjects, companies, or corporate bodies in France, tlie Kingdom of 
Italy, and the Grand DucJiy of Berg. — Measures shall also be taken, to com- 
plelelv liquidate the sum due to Mont St. Theresa, now Mont Napoleon, at 
Milam . 

N. His Majesty the Emperor of the French engages to procure a full and 
compleie piinlun lor the inhabitants of the Tyrol and V'oralberg who have taken 
a part in (lie insurrection 5 so that they shall not he prosecutecl either in person 

or property His .Majesty the Emperor of Austria equally engages to grant a 

full and CA)ni|'jk;te pardon to those inhabitants of the territories ot Gullicia, of 
which lie returns into possession, whether civil or military, public officers, or 
inivate individuals, who have taken part in the levying oftroops, or the for- 
nialion of judicial or municipal admiinstrationsj or in any other proceeding 
■whatsoever during the war, ■which inhabitants shall not be prosecuted in their 
persons or property. — ^They shall have permission, during a period of six years* 
, to dispose of their properties, of whateverdescription they may he; to sell their 
estates, even those tiiat have been considerea Inalienable, such as /zdcf cion- 
mimi and majuratus: to leave the country, and to carry with them the pro- 
duce of these sales, in specie, or effects of any other descriptioiq without paying 


fS4 THE ROYAL MILITIEY CHRONICL^^ |Jae. 

any duty for the same, or experieneiog-any difficulty , or obstruction.-— The so, aie 
permission* and for the. same period, sliali be reciprocally allowed to the inha* 
Mtauts and laodliolders iu the territcries ceded by iiie present treaty.— -I'lie 
inhabitants of the Duchy of Warsaw, possessing landed eslatt*.s in Austrian Gal« 
licia, whether public officers or private iiidividiials, shall enjoy the revenues 
tliiC'eod without paying any duty thereon, or experiencing any obsl, ruction. : 

Xf. Vi: ii'n six W(‘cks, from the exchange of the presenlT reaty, .n siiatl be 
erected, to mar!; the boundaries cf Cracow, npoii the right ba;j!' •jlThc'Vistnla. 
For Ibis purpose there shall be roirdonted Austrian, French, ; :yl Raxoii Com- 
ndiisioners.— The same measures sliali be adopted within the s:.:ii(3 period upon 
the frontiers of Upper Austria, Saltzbiirgh, Willach, and Carniola, as far as the 
Suave. The Thalweg (stream) of the Saave sisal! determine wdiat islands of 
that river shall belong to each power. For this purpose French and Austriaa 
Commissioners shall be nosiHiiatecl. 

XI L A liiililary Co!*veutioo shall be fr-rtliwith entered into, to regulate the 
respective periods withiii v/Iiich the viraous provin;;?;?, restored to ii is 'Majesty 
the Em|>eror of Austria shall be evacuated. The saici Convention shall be. 
adjust C'd on the basis that Moravia shall be evacuted in fourteen days; that 
port of Ihiliida wIrhJi remains in possession of Austria, the city and district, 
of Vienna, in one mmitl; ; Lower Austria in two months,; aiid the remaining 
district's s'uul territories not ceded by this treaty shall be evacuated by the 
French troops, and those of their aliie.s., in two monliiS and a half, or earlier if 
posKibie, from the excliangeof tire ratiiicalions.— This Convention shall regu- 
late ah that relates to tlie e^i'acuation of tl';e hospitals and magazines of tire 
French army, and the entranca cftl'ie Austrian troops into the territories eva- 
'ciiated by the Frer'ich or their ailics; and also tlie evacuabon of that part of 
Croatia ceded by tlie present treaty to his F.rajesty the Emperor of the French* 

XiiL The prisoners o.f war taken by France and her allies from Austria, and 
by Austria from France andher allies, that have not yet been released, shall 
be given up within fourteen days after the exchange of the ratilications of the 
present Treaty. 

XI\1 His Xlajesty the Emperor of the Frcncli, King of Italy, Protector of 
the Leagi'ie of tlie .Uliine, guarantees the inviolability of the possessions of ins 
Majesty the Emperor of .Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, in the state 
in which tliey sfiall be, in oonsequeuce of the present Treaty. 

XV, His Majesty the Emperor of. r\ustria recognizes all the alterations, 
which have taken place, or may subsequently take place in Spain, Portugal 
mod Italy. 

XVI. His l\Iajegl:y the Emperor of Austria, desirous to co-operate in the 

restoration of a iiiar:!!'r:c peace, accedes to the prohibitory system with re- 
spect to idegiand, adopted by France an'i Hussia,during the present Maritime 
ACar, His hni^erial MajesA shall break od all intercourse with Great Brltaio,' 
and, witli respecl to the English government, place himself in the situation lie 
stood in previous to the prehenl war, ' . 

X FlL His iMajesty the Emperor of the French, King of Ital}', and his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, King of .Hungary and Bohemia, shall observe, 
wiUi respect to each oilier, the same ceremonial in regard to rank and other 
fsoints of etiqycdte, as betore the present ■wa.i’ ■ 

XVill. The Ratitications of the. .persent. Treaty shall be exchanged withi a 
&l\ <hiys, or .sooner, if possible. 

l>oue and signed at Vienna, Oct'. 14,1 SOX- 

(Signed) J. B. NoUffERK DE CsiA3fFAC3NY, 

John PnistE of Licktenbteix- 

MA have ratified, and hereby; ralHy the above Treaty, in all and every of the 
ariicies tlieroia I’ontained; ire the same to be adopted, confirmed, ant! 
established ; and cngu:.*-e Ibut tlie shall be maintained inviolublo.' — In con- 
finiiation whereof wc iiavo hereto aLued our signature, with cur own haiid, 
being countersigned airJ 'ie<ded with our Imp.erial Seal. — Gliven at our hnperiai 
Camp at Hchoeiibriinn, Oct. 15, 180§..'- ‘ ■ ; (Signed) Ka^olkox. 

By tlie Emperor, — Ivl.iaister fo-rToreigi Aalirs.— II. B. Maret^ 
l^iinister Secretary of State. ' 

.. .. Certified, by us, The Arch -Chancellor -of State, EuGEN.E.NAP'OUEOS'f 

JE^nd of the Campaipi in Ge7'ma:i^ of WQ9, 
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BY favour of one of onr earlieist'.'Correspondents^ we are enabled to 
restore -an original Titlein our work,'— that of Original Military Cor*^ 
pondence,’* which we had been compelled for a long tin^e to omit; the 
greater part of our earlier Gorrespoadents. having fallen in the battles of 
their country, and others being removed to stations whence we can only 
hope to hear from them, once, or twice in the year. We have to request, 
therefore, the contributions of oflicers under this Title, and they will 
perhaps pardon us for mentioning (as what is usual in all periodica! 
works), that they will have the goodness to post-pay their letters ; but 
■ which. expence, to all who desire it, we shall have pleasure in refunding 
at the office. 

At the beginning of every volume, a Militar}^ Plate wiir be given, 
which we pledge ourselves shall be in the first style of engraving ; and 
thereby a more sufficient ornament to the work than a greater number 
of 'ill^finished and-lll-engraved Plates, which we should.. be compelled .to 
give, if required monthly. It is incredible what perpetual anxiety, and 

what frequent injury, we were obliged to sustain when we were under 

the .triple necessity', of, first finding Plates for the identical Biography 
which we had received, — secondly finding a correct Biography for 
such, a Plate as we could procure,— K)r thirdly, procuring the. Plates in, 
time to be worked offi 

The Works published this Day are, 

1. A JOUBNAL of the THEEB'DAYS of the BATTLE of WATEELOO* 
being My own Personal Journal of what I saw, and of the events In ■whicli 
1 bore-a#art, in the battle of Waterloo, and retreat to Paris. By an 'Eye- 
Witness. Translated from, the French. Price , to. 

% The Fifteenth' Number of D’Anville’s Atlas and Geography of the Antient# 
(which concliides that valuable work), price 54?. 

S» The Third Journal of the Campaigns of the Duke of Wellington in the 
Fenliisulai will be published on the first of .March, price 2s, : 
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ORIGINAL MILITARY CORRESPONDENCE. 

Am ACCOWNT of ihe BERMUDAS, or SOMER ISLANDS^ 
Bi/ an O^eer of the lately quartered there. 

SlE, 

IN one of yoisr early numbers of the Military Chronicle, yon had an 
excellent Head or Title,— -ToFOGEApmcAL Account of I^oeeioh ■ 
Stations OR Garrisons^ Under this you gave us for a time some 
admirable accomiits of our quarters in foreign colonies, but from want 
of matter, or Correspondents upon those stations, you suddenly aban^ 
doned it. I can easily imagine, that you must have suffered your pro- 
portion of your country’s loss in losing many ©f your early friends iii 
the battles in the Peninsula; indeed, i myself know too many of your 
Correspondents, who fought and fell in that held of true honour* But 
I feel persuaded that every day will produce you others who will worthily 
supply their place* Permit uie for the present to advise the immediate 
restoration of all the former titles and divisions of your ChroBicle; 
and I will almost take upon myself to promise you that Correspondents 
•will not be wanting, who (when acquainted .with your wishes) will move 
into the place of those who have died the death of Patriots., But to 
come at once to the point,— restore your title, Topographical Accounts^ 
and as far as respects the West .Indies and Ireland, I will supply it for 
at least some months®: Please to consider the enclosed packet as my 
§r»t tontribution* , , 

A Friend to the Principles' of the Military Chronicle® 

W.KM. 

„ IF the year I5P, Captaio Lancaster,, upon a Toyage of discovery to 
the East Indies, had occasion to call at the island of Cuba by a far dif- 
ferent route from that at present pursued by, the East Indiarnen. It is 
well known, that for many years after the Portuguese discovered Cape 
Baclajoz, distant Bavigation was merely -confined to the western shore of 
Africa® until the famous Vassa. de Gama,- under the auspices of King 
Henry IT. of Portugal, struck .at once into the unbeaten paths of the 
Pacific Gcewij,. ..and doubled the great southerp promontory of -Africa, 
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l>y them called the Cape of Storms, but by us the Cape of 'Good Hope* 
It was, iudeech unavoidable that ia' ail coasting voyages 'vessels should 
at be driven off by the violence of storms and tempests ; to suck 

natural jo'csdents we are chiefly indebted for the discovery of the Ma-- 
d.erias, Azoien, and many of 'the -West India islands. It appears that 
mearly djy 4lie twnue concurrence of circumstances we owe the discovery 
of the Berniinla'^; I'br the. abovementioned Captain Lancaster, finding 
it iiecessary to write home, dispatched one Henry May, from Hispaiiiola^ 
on board a French ship commanded by JVJ, de Barbortier; 'wliich ship^ 
liaviog been driven out of her course by tempests, was wrecked opon 
her passage houie upon the reefs of Bermuda, Mr, May, with a few of 
hjs fellow sufferers, was so fortunate .as to gain the shore, and first 
laiided upon one of the principal islands, now called St. George’s, He 
found it at that time, as he describes, a terrestrial paradise, abounding 
with orange, lemon, and citron trees. Here was seen the towering palin^ 
whose straight and naked stem shoots up to an immense, heigh^^ 
crowned w'ith a eofjola of foliage resembling the feathers of the ostrich^ 
overtopping alibis fellows of the forest ; a tree which, from the variety 
of its species, its numberless uses in trade and agriculture, may well be 
styled the lord of southern vegetation. Contrasted with the deep rough 
green of the cedar were seen the tall papa, with its bright grey stem and 
leaves of emerald green, bearing a fruit in shape and colour reserabiing 
u lemon, but unpalatable to the taste of an European, Groves of man««> 
goes, baniras, and plantains, together with labyrinths of unknown aro*«f 
snatic underwood, crowned little islands, a stone’s throw from each other, 
forming in miniature small bays and harbours, whose rocky inletSjj 
fringed with tints of various hues, reflected from the transparent waves® 
underneath whose surface glided fish of unknown shapes and colour; a 
scene so novel, so romantic, and unknown, that fora time it rivetted the 
attention of the wanderers, and they lost sight of their own calamities in 
contemplatioo of the wonders around them* No vestige of human ha- 
bitation waste be seen, all was silence and solitude, interrupted only oc- 
casionally by the murmurs of the distant breakers, the carol of the 
feathered tribe, and the spicy hum of the southern breeze as it swept 
the lofty cedars. Birds of beautilul plumage were seen feeding upon 
the .berries of odoriferous shrubs : wild, hogs grazing in th^' valSies, and 
great whales gamboUiog.in the. deep. Scenes like these the .poets in. all 
ages have delighted to dwell upon, and :we have reason, to believe that 
this island once, in reality, equalled-that of^the .famed CalypsO: in .'iiHa-# 
gination . ■ 

■ Bill times are aiterkh tmV^unfeelio : 

** Lsurpthe land, and dispossess the swain.* ’ 

Our immortal Shakespeare, has .with juBtice made it the scene;,, of hia: ■ 
ihipwreck,' making ^rlc/ to warble forth ..his wild notes amidst roekB- 
still more wild than thii>e. ' -He seems to allude to the heavy, dews that 
fall here® and the conlinual turbuianee. of the breakers® whm Ariel 
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« When oiice tlioo caird’sit meupat dun iniduigbt. 

To fetcii Heaven’s dew .from Ihe still vex’d Bermootlies.’’ 
Altboiigli the islaods bore im mark ..of habitation at the time Mr, May 
ti.sited theiTi, yet lie liad sufficient room for conjecture, that otbtTS had 
been in the same predicament as himself, though perhaps were less for-* 
tiinale in their escape.* Tlie wrecks of vesssels of diflereirt nations were 
easily diseerued b}? ihisjudicious mariner wedged amongst the rocks, and 
scattered along the coast, ^exhibiting awful memorials of the lUiskilfuL 
.ness, of imvigaiion in those days,' or hard.y confidence in disregarding 
the reports or. cautions of for.mer 'navigators, who had 'laid., dowiij, 
thoiigli somewhat erroneously, .the situation of the iiortberii shoals, and 
Dauied them ' the Bermudas, from Johir Berm uadas, a Spaniard, who 
first discovered iliein, tiiougb no mention is made in history of his ever 
iaiidiog upon them*' 

It appears a matter of some surprise,' that Mr, May did not .form m 
temporary settlement, especially when it is considered in what state he 
found the island, together with what be saved from the vessel and 
cargo* With these advantages he might at least have enjoyed a state 
of peaceful tranquillity for a few months, and might have employed the 
liiiie ill endeavouring to attract (by signals displayed from the most con- 
spicuous parts 'of the island) the. notice of some ship, either outward or 
homeward bound. But with the true spirit of an English sailor, boldj^ 
restless, and enterprising, May and his comrades prepared and contrived 
to build a vessel out of the remains of the wreck and cedar of the 
island, sufficient to convey them in safety to Europe, where, after en- 
during numerous hardships, incidental to such adventures, they at 
length providentially arrived. 

May^s adventures and arrival in England creating some interest, ,ru-» 
iBour became busily afloat, and our sanguine countrymen, in the beat 
of fervid imagination, and as fancy pictured, lavished several names 
tipon'lhem, such as' the Fortunate Islands, Fairy Isles, &c. But they 
were mentioned and were forgotten, until in the reig:n of James the. Se- 
cond, in the year .Idoy, Sir George Somers was wrecked there, upon his 
'passage from England to Virginia, whither he.-.was "bound, with m ad- 
dition of live hundred men, for: the .support of that, in hint .colony. .In- 
stead of *®.. Fortunate,’* had. these rocks, as. far as respects shipping, bee.ii" 
denominated unfortunate,** the epithet would have been more appli-* 
cable,' .for it appears that our first knowledge of them is derived solely 
' iroa'i.;a series.of disasters, and. time in this resp-ect has not altered .their 
clMracler. As an instance, intelligence has just been ret;.eivt.cl of a k'rge 
American ship having struck .upon the westernmost reefs, and foundered; 
and so comiBon are .occurrences of this nature, that scarce a week 
elapses in the winter season that some unfortuivate' mariner does not get 
entangled amonght rocks and .breaktrs, . They, indeed,, surround these 
islands, as with an adamantine chain, extending many leagues in cir- 
cumference., 'and at a considerable distance ■ from the shore. It is eu.s- 
toiiuiry with the. Berm udiai'is^ after a heavy bio to ascend the heights, 
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and look out (but for purposes of humanity not spoil) for what they 
mil ‘d iurtk in' ike net* ' 

Happilyjionsiciering the numerous wrecks that yearly occiu-j very 
few lives comparatively are lost* This- must be io)|jiited to the praise- 
worthy exertions of the natives, who for skill, dexterity, and courage 
in the iiianagement of their boats amidst angry breakers and deadly 
slwia Is, cannot be excelled, and -perhaps not equalled, in, the knowa 
worIcL Instance's have ,ffequently been known of their venturing. outj, 
when blowing almost hurricanes, in boats from twenty to twenty4b«r 
feet keel, when the perilous situation of the ground has compelled themi 
to luff up and bear -away.every five. minutes, at the inimioent risk of their 
lives, and which the admirable rig. -and construction of their boats will 
allow them to. do in perfect security* When compared with those of 
other countries tliese boats ai-)^>wer their helm almost instantaneously, 
and Will form au acute angle in a few seconds* They will further ru a 
under a press of sail for the space of an hour, dead to leeward, and- beat 
back again in an hour and an half. 

The Moasolah boats of India, sewn together with fibres of the cocoa* 
nut' tree, ,remarkable for their breadth, depth, and buoyancy, the ease 
and safety with whi.cb they transport the astonished traveller' tlirougb 
tremendous surfs on the far-famed shores of Asia, have long aitracted 
the attention of the curious. The canoes' of. the ^ Sandwich islands, of 
nO" less curious construction, it is affirmed, will go thirteen knots ao 
hour upon a wind when in smooth water, hut lose this advantage when 
in a sea. The boats of Deal, and along the Kentish coast, are much 
praised for their build and the heavy sea in which they will live, when 
piloted by their brave and skilful conductors* But as they are gene- 
rally without ballast, and carrying (he. square sails), two iosurmoiiot*® 
able obstacles to beating to windward, th.ey can never be relied on when 
deprived of the help of oars .5 

After seeing the beancods of Portugal, the Dutch saiths, arid Maltese 
■gallies, I can venture to affirm, .speaking of a certain length of a boat^ 
as managed only by two hands, that those of Bermuda -excel all others 
in the world for swiftness in all weathers, combining -the advantages of 
simplicity, durability, and safety, and the greatest of all marine qualL 
tics, fficility of getting to windward* These boats, it is .asserted, will 
live in a sea with a British frigate, and make weather with her* They, 
will form a square when .beating, to wlodward,' and .when well taken care 
of will last for fifty .years* . And- here let me observe to the iohabitani of 
9 great town or obscure village, if ''my. poor endeavour . should - a'miise -a 
vacant, hour by the bright ' blazing. hearth, that, whaiever-;,' is connected 
wilh the sea should never be indifferent to an' Eoglishmen* : It is the 
girdle of our liberty, on whose- surface, 'like Adamantine studs, ...our glo- 
rious navy may be seen wave tbeir,' triumphant flags,' in. every, clime... 'It 
ia by such aids, seconded by the. m.ore powerful one of Proridence, that 
your com fields wave in plenty, that peace is in, your dw.ellings® and 
that British freed O'ln^ founded on British courage,, stands .secure* 
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Bat to, return to oiir liistory® About a mile froin the town of ■ 
George^s.,. the capita,! of the Bermudas (which stands upon the, island of ■ 
tbatname)^ a little to the north-east, and a pleasant walk from the ' 
town along the northern shoroj lies a small. D.o,ok, cjdled by the inhabit-*, 
ants Biiikiiog Bay ; it is remarkable for nothing but its being the in« 
let whence Sir George Somers launched his cedar .vessel, upon the ' 
bosom of the Atlantic, perhaps the first of thatAim'ber ever raised by 
British , hands, .and certainly of a conslructioo never before' seen in 
those seas« 

Sir George, like his predecessor, .May, did not, it seems, saTe ,mucli 
from the wreck, as he appears to have been, hard pu.shed even for iron., 
indispensable, o-ne would think, to his project. But his strong, mind and 
fertile genius surnmonted every obstacle, and with only one iron bolt, 
which probably fastened the stern-post to the keel, this intrepid mariner 
tnaniiged to erect a vessel capable of conveying himself and companions 
to Virginia. It is the province of a reflecting mind to mark the rise and 
progress of every thing that is great or .good in nature, useful or bene- " 
ficia! in .arts and sciences. The first will raise our thoughts to flim 
that ma.de us, and those that travel have many ways of seeing the won- 
ders of His works : it will store our minds, with knowledge, giving os a 
perfect trai'Kjoiility, which will set us above the petty vexations of the 
world to the day of trouble ; the latter may make us more useful to 
e«r felbw-ereatures, and by adding to our comforts in the hour of trial, 
ward us from the murmurs of despair. 


J DESCEIPTIFE ACCOUNT OF KINSALE. 

KiNSALE is a small town, about fourteen miles from Cork ; sitiiatedat 
the bottom of the harbour of'Kinsale; formerly of some repute, and 
coininaucled by a strong fort, called Charles’ Fort. Upon the right as 
you 'enter . the harbour, you leave on the left the Old Head of Kiosale* 
Upon this is a' well constructed light-house, the happy Beacon hailed' 
by many a worn out m'ariner, after a lougand tern pestuous- voyage ■acro.ss 
the Atlantic.. It is, in. fact, a. very prominent cape, .and is generally the 
first land made off Ireland by ships, from- distant voya-ges bound to Cork* 
'It has a most curious and well constructed light ; and upon afine sam-^ 
ixi,e,r’8 evening, it throws a soft and beautiful shadow many furloogs.upoa 
the w,aves. It is alsO' mostly visited by all strangers and parties of plea- 
sure on the,wate.rs during the summer m.onths, from iCinsale, whO' 
generally rendezvous there, to the confusion of cold whiskey punch, 
cold ham, and toogue. 

Kiiisale is famous tor boating, and the fishermen have well constructed 
boats, which they manage very ,, skilfully. ' They -are safe, and sail very 
fast, ami near the wind,, and ore of .a beautiful model, inferior to none 
but the Berm ttdiaa ; but like til Ihio'gs in Ireland, there is room for i«l- 
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provement even in tlieiii. Here are boat races once a-^^y ear, aod generallj 
two or, three' prizes are liberally- bestowed by the nobility and mrmnad^ 
ing' gentry. Most gentlemen have a cotter for the season.— The 
Kinsale.boat differs from the English cutter, in the swell anti rise of the 
Low,' the clear falling off. abaft, mast short, a.odj'aking forwatrcl, the fore, 
stay very taught, the gaff topped up so far as nearly to form a li.ne with 
tile foresail, which is the real cause of their lying so near the wind, and 
Hfhich, with the judicious construction of the floor- and hull, reiKler O-OC' 
of them, for swiftness and safety, worth a dozen of English boats, either 
i>n \the Thames, Deal, or at Portsmouth, IVear Charles’ Fort, by the 
sea, is a mineral Spa, of great efficacy Tor bilious complaints, and for 
those whose systems have become relaxed by long residence in v.aroi 
climates, or dissipation. About half an hour’s walk from the town, 
either by the upper military road, or eke along the side of a sweet hilL 
is a narrow winding path, which rises almost perpendicular from the sea^, 
so narrow that two cannot walk a-bieast, so safe that any one would go# 
and so sweet, that the lover would for a season forsake the side of his 
mistress to conteruplate on her shade,"— ‘perhaps to address her in the 
beuatirul semblance of Johnson’s Indian Prince, O damsel ! beauti« 
ful as tlie sun shining on the water,” and to say, “ here alone would I se- 
parate from you.” This path leads to the sweet little villa of Sum- 
mer’s Cove, at the bottom of a small bay, formed by projecting rocks, 
one hundred yards asunder : where, in most winds, the sea gently un- 
dulates under the windows of the inhabitants, being broken off by the 
projection of the point upon which Charles’ Fort is built. This village 
is chiefly occupied by the excise, and a few poor honest inhabitants, 
who endeavour to procure a living by the sale of butter, eggs, and 
poultry to th^'gurrisoo. There is, however, one or two families of re- 
spectability. Dean Graves, the Dean of Kinsale, lives here in a most 
enchanting spot. It is a rural house, situated in a garden formed of 
rocks and terraces, rising one above -the other, beaiitifu'lfy adorned with 
vegetation, and not less with ' the chearful and hospitable smile of its 
good old owner, whose wisdom, piety, charity, and example, have con* 
tributed to exalt virtue, since bis residence has decorated this place. He 
IS an eminent proof of the good ' effects of men of influence and con- 
firmed good habits residing amongst the lower class of the poor Irish* 
Summer’s Cove is at the' "bottom of a little- valley. Behind it, and on 
botl] sides, the land gradually rises, -partitioiied out into 'little fields, in 
the highest state of cultivatio'n. The rich and mottled clover, the dark 
greesr of the potatoe, and the light green of wheat and barley, form a 
delightful and varied picture. The fences, as in England, are not com- 
posed of quickset so green and gay, yet the numerous wild flowers and 
thick vegetation that covers them, amply compensate for the loss. Hav- 
ing a southern ^aspect towards the sea,'' the general tranquillity 'of the 
'Climate,, the- si'iBplicity of- the--:iiihabitu''nt.s, its remoteness from the busy 
•haunts of 'men, .instil into the mind a delicious ..resignation, a calna con- 
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teiitirient One looks back: from: su'di a scene with little- regret, and an* 
licitmtes almost with irKiiffereiice, except (if I had such or such an oh* 
ject Iiow happy shoiilci I be,) one who would relish its charms,— one who 
woiilrl see God throiigli all, his works. , Yet there is certainly e?eri here 
ti clefKiieocy* No wood : an Irishman will -cut down a tree, but will be 
sl^ot before he will plant one. : The' ground, however, '4s so beautifully 
variegatoi, by rivulets, small lulls and dales, without assistance of art, 
that the deficiency is not perceived. From the village ^you ascend a 
stiiall liill, .and -proceed a -few hundred yards to 'Charles* Fort, on a rock 
by the sea side, having a beautiful lawn in the rear of’ it, and on both 
Sides a green slope, gradually descending to the water’s edge, which is 
fringed with rocks of various shades 'and colours,. On -this -slope 1 have 
often laid, and watched the sail, as it has passed the' Old.-Hea-d of Kiii- 
sule, either outward or homeward bound, and not- utvfrequeiitly autici- 
fiatfid the hopes and fears of the captain, 'his passengers, and crew. 
Hone blit those who have served in distant climates, experienced the 
vicissitudes of fortune and war, and have only half heard of -the cuiises 
and €.v-ents of the late miglity strngglesin Europe, can conceive the sen- 
satioiia that arise from the first sight, after a long absence., of one’s native 
land., .In a fine day., ..on a -smo.oth sea, how delightful ! or on a .still eve, 
when twilight grey in hersober livery all -things clads, the lights as they 
break from the trees, or as we double -some -rocky point .; the old church, 
the wind mill, the clashingof the ’ pilot’s oars, or the furling up of his 
sails, all have their delightful associations, whilst if made in a storm or 
tempest, what a delightful sensation of transition arises to the mind by 
contrail. To quit the filthy -vessel, dungeons of confined air, putridity, 
fiml bilge water, . the .boiste'roii’s sailor, nnd too' often^ blasphemous cap-, 
tm II ; -.and -then leave the ;sea-8ickije-ss for the 

Nicely sandy .floor, 

Aim! variiislfd ' 'clock, that clucks behind the door. 

Even where there are no friends to receive one, no smile, but thosf pro- 
duced from the bar-maid, by- the interesting ami silver sounds of the 
chinkliiig dollars, the officious waiter, and 'the uxorious landlord, -Kin- 
' sale is the Batls of Ireland ; tlie gentry, resort .there du,riog the summer 
season from all parts, and every thing is very cheap. A turkey can be 
■■ bought for a duck, for lOd and meat, 4d a pound ; lodgings, 

when well selected, are plentiful and cheap, with ^very aeconmiodatiors 
for hot and colei bathing. 

It is observed that eve'ry one improves, here, and that married ladies are 
observed to. thrive astonishi'ngly. ' There is an abundance of fine shell 
and other 'fish, and one wants nothing here but honest servants, .hone.st 
tradesmen, and a moderate income, to -be as happy as the heart could 
wish. The upper class of i.iihabitant8^.are 'highly polished, hospitable, be- 
nevolent, and attentive to strangers ; they have a fascinating casein their 
inaiinersj, void of brogue, .that instantly captivates, an Englishman ; and 
though themselves enjoy many ' blessings and advantages, they 
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readily allow oiar 'siiperionty' in the reinementsofUfe, - and glory in tlieir^ 
loyalty to the sister kiogdoin; many of them are of English extraction* 
Lord Kinsale^ a worthy ' nobleman, resides here, and, as one of onr old 
writers style them, the far-famed family of the Decoarceys*: 

: In the centre of the town, upon an eminence, overlooking the forts, 
Villages, and harbonr, is a, fine green, surronoded with trees, keptda 
the best order, with gravel .walks and seats; at one end is the reading 
or club-room, at the other the assembly, billiard table, and place for 
refreshmeots* Every thing is in miniature, for from this green you may 
see your lodgings, the harbour, and adjacent country, with ruined forte • 
and castles, by the side of the river leading op the country, towards a 
domain of the Duke of Devonshire’s, along whose banks p.arties are 
weekly made to Shannon Bridge, and the neighbourhood, which by 
some is believed to excel Kinsale for beauty and picturesque views,. Hav- 
log the advantage of hanging woods, ruined castles, and mills, to adorn 
its borders, it affords an agreeable change for those who delight in water 
parties. In no country have I ever, seen a sweeter green than that of 
Kinsale ; and certainly during the summer season no promenade can af- 
ford a more lovely display of charming heiles. 

The Irish women (the genteel women) are beautiful and virtuous to a 
proverb, and the ladies of Kinsale appear to have as much taste in dress 
as those of Cheltenham and Bath; in some respects better, for they 
never unbecomingly run into the extremes of fashion. One is astonished 
here at the number of females (nearly twenty to one) whom you may 
count upon this green on a fine summer’s evening; these in fours, fives,, 
sixes, and even sevens, walking together without a single gentleman, 
who too generally (except of the army or navy) prefer their horses and 
their claret to the society of the, most charming and lovely women in the 
universe. 

There are barracks for two regiments, or more, in Kinsale, but of 
late the garrison has only consisted of a weak militia regiment, whose 
commander has always the politeness to suffer their bands to play in 
the centre of this fairy green several evenings during, the week, per- 
form' sacred music at the .church,, and commendably assist at all balls' 
and institutions for charity, _ Nor are , the ladies of Kinsale: deficient in 
the, laudable virtue, of charity .(there being so few men, and , the ladiest 
■,of course, forming ,, such a vast majonty, 1 say ■ ladies.) They have a 
School of Industy for Protestant, and , I believe Catholic, childreD. -Balk 
are given for their benefit, ^ sermons preached, and even listened to for 
their ad,vantage,, ,aBd little private; theatricals to complete the whole.. 


(To he t&ntmued,J 
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TOPOGEAPHY OF TBE FIELD OF WATERLOO. 

BEINCf at Brussels a few clays after the memorable battle of Water** 
loo# ciiir party# consisting of three# was in readiness by six in the morn-., 
iiig Oil the SIst of July.*— When we bud' mounted our carriage# we called 
to the postillion— *“ Waierhor^'^^^ Oni, Monsieur PAngiaif^'^^ he 
sweved# with a smack of his wisip and an emphasis#' which shewed that 
lie felt that conducting Englishmen therCi -was conducting" them to 
their own .proper domain. There had been rain during the flight, and 
the morning was gloomy ; having, as we were told, the same appearance 
iis'that of the 18th of June; of course, we would not have .exchanged 
it for the brightest, suo.shine. The ground would bew.et, — but so it was 
mi the day of the battle;,; aod further, in point of time, we should just 
arrive about the hour it commenced. . ■ 

After, driving tliree or four miles, we entered the awful forest of. 
Soigne.' It covers an immense extent of country from east to 'west, 
but IS only about six or seven miles broad, where, the road passes 
through it to Waterloo. 

The impressions of an Englishman on entering this wood, are much 
enhanced by know ledge of the fact, that it was the great source of sup-« 
ply of ship-timber for Napoleon’s naval schemes at Antwerp, and al«» 
ready had built several ships of the line. The same forest wliich was 
intended to furnish means of her humiliation, protected tiie rear of her 
victorious array on the day when England, at one blow, destroyed the 
power of .her .destroyer for ever* 

.Every foot of the road was interesting, as it held its very straight 
course through the wood. We contrasted the -gloomy , quiet': of our 
journey,— a few peasants going to their early labour, — with its ‘dccnmn^ 
fated horrors on the day of the retreat of the baggage and wounded of 
the army ; the multitudes who dropt and died; the numbers who were 
cr.uslied' to death, ; the hurry, the alarm, ■ the confusion ; the cries, and 
shrieks, and groans, .of that scene; aud the .interesting unprotected 

Eiizabeihp ■ stmdilv and safely, by a miracle,^ holding her way in the 
middle of it. Our carriage kept the paved chausee, or centre of the, 
way ; the tw'o sides, of about 15 feet wide each, being deep and muddy, 
as they were on the great occas'ion.' The whole breadth of the road 
seemed to be 40 or 50 feet. The trees, which bounded it on each .side 
lire tail and .kept tiimmed like a very high hedge or screen; beyond, 
them Iramediately commences the thick wood, in all the irregularity of 
'na.ture. Here the wounded „lMd.„cravy .led, and died in great numbers ; 
much baggage had been plandered ; and. the whole, population of the 
couiitiy liai I fled ibr, safety* ■ 

Our postillion pointed ■ out the mounds which marked where men and 
horses had been, interred ; they .were apparent every .hundred yards^ 
sepuitu.re had .been hurried,, and im,pertect,. .especially of the horses ; , 
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lioofrf,, anil evert riirtLss, frequently appearing. Often, bayonet scabbards 
stuck out; and :caps,, isboes, and pieces of elotb, scarcely ni tlie gloom 
dr.^iagiiishable froiir the mud in which they iay, gave jiiciica'ciori of the 
spots wheye iiuiny a ■soldier after bleeding' in the field and toiliog along 
the road to expected aid and comfort, unassisted, almost iinpi^tied by the 
self-engaged sufferers who saw him fall, had sunk to rise no^m'Ore. Some 
rain,, fell as we were bestowing a passing survey upon these affecting 
iiioiioments of the brave, in a situation the most dismal we had ever'behehb 

Waterloo’s village^ and small: neat church with its brick built, dome 
were now, in our view, situated in a recess of the wood evidently cleared 
for them. The road -was now quite out of the forest which, however, 
blackened the whole region to east and west asiar as the eye could reaclu 
In this poor hamlet, .which history is to name with veoferatioii as long as. 
tii«e eiiclures, the peasants have been at pains to preserve tlieehalk'ing'oii 
tlie door®; in wlfich we recognised the well-known names of celebrated 
officers, or the offices of the several departments at head-quarters.. 

We were immediately surrounded by the people ode ring for sale, with 
great importunity, relics of the field ; particularly the eagles which the 
French soldiers wore as cap plates. A few cuirasses, both the back and 
breast pieces, were likewise held up to us ; as well has sabres, bayonets, 
and otlier spoil. 

We drove a mile forward to the still smaller hamlet of Mont St. John, 
by a gradual ascent of the road ; to right and left of which, the British 
array bivouacked on the eve of the battle ; having advanced over the high 
.ground in the morning to the soutiiero slope facing the enemy ; on fair 
open ground, without an advantage, to decide the fate of the w'orld. 

■’ Moot Si. John is quite behind the British line ; and had its name 
given by Buonaparte to what was properly the farm' house of La Have 
Sainte, winch he did succeed' in carrying; :but certainly never was so far 
advanced as Mont - -St. J'ohn ; indeed he never did, for more than a few 
minutes at any time, succeed in' penetrating the English position. 

We 'left oiir carriage at" this last hamlet, and walked on to the field 
with nervous anticipation. To the right and left were the multiplied 
marks' of the artillery wheels, as rivalling lightning’s course in rain and 
in 'Speed,” they had careered to ' their station in the m-emorable' li.oe. - 
■ Whole tracts were marked by- the feet of the cavalry, often fetlock deep 
in the rand. The last homes of the brave-, began to appear, with the 
larger iumtiU of their horses, 'more freq-uent as we-a'pproached the scene; 
of contest* Keeping still -the great. road, w.e came to a tree which .formed 
the precise centre of the ^ British line ; the well chosen station 'of, the 
.Duke of Wellington, 'when not occasionally visiting other-parts, :'0f the, 
position to confirm the unflinchng,; spirit of his gallant comrades. , .It 
commanded a full view of the-intermediate plain, and of the whole of the, 
enemy's vast force upon the ad'vers-e slope and country beyond it, with 
every movement made or threaten^. by- him, ■ 

■ Nothing is more laisb than the French apology, (added -to their never- 
failing pretence. .of being overpowered .-by niinibers), that the. Biff ish 
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position was iiatii rally strong® and, carefally fortified, Umntre^iched stood 
the British army® along its whole position, on. a slope so gentle, iliat a 
coach driving up would not Hkicken pace ; and to the ridge of which the 
French cavalry found no tlifikulty of galloping at full speed to the very 
bavonets of their opponents® who threw themselves into squares, their 
only eiitienchmeuts, to receive the charge. It was, to use a .favourite 
Engrili plirascj just the place for ajair set to;. ^ ckarJieM mid tm 

W"e had the good fortiine to meet with a very intelligent Etiglish offi- 
cer® who had been in the action, and who had that, duy paid 'Ms first 
visit to the field, after reeo^^eriog of his wound. 

From .Lord Wellington’s station, we stood and gazed on the ivhole 
iceiie ;. not dariirg t‘o break silence for some minute.s. And deep was 
now the. silence .of the vast sepulchre of. f 0,000. men, .contrasted 'with 
the roar and. the .carnage .of the battle. . The gloomy weather .still lasted. ;.. 
and was valued by ns, as peculiarly suitable to the scene we were con- 
teiiiplating. ' The imagination is incalculably aided by viewing the scene 
of a iiieiiiorabie battle. The actors being generally familiar to us, 
can, easily people the field witli tliem ; and become, there by actually pre- 
sent at the Eioinent of the event. Indeed.,, so very simple, is theJield 
of 'Waterloo, that a conception of very ordinary p.ower may. quite take 
it in from description alone. Although here and there, varied by iaequ.a-« 
litles, it will serve all popular purposes to say, that at the distance from 
each other of about a mile, the contending 'armies- occupied parallel, 
high grounds sloping, witli 'almost equal declivity, to a plain of about 
half a riiile broad,, which intervened. The English hue, or rathe.r two 
lines, .extended, abou.t two miles; the French .masses nearly three miles* 
The Brussels road ran "at right angles through both armies ; ■ forming the 
centre of ' each. On this road, in one line, are the villages of ‘Ukterloo^ 
and Mont St. John, and the farm houses of ,La Haye Sainte, and La 
Belle Alliance; and the only other place which requires to "be referred-, 
to, is the memorable Chateau of H.ougou.m 0 nt,'adva,nced .a short way in 
front of nearly the right of the British .-position. The road from Brus- 
trcls to Nivelles, whidi branches oif at W-aterloo from the. great road 
already described, passed t.he right of the -army.;, which last being thrown 
back iiito a curve, crossed the angle formed by the^wo roads, - like the 
scale of a quadrant. A number of smaller -roads -and foot-paths inter* 
sected t!ie field in all directions, none of them. of any im.portancc in the 
affair, excepting always those, which admitted the brave. . Prussians to 
their share of the glory of delivering the world. 

The night before the battle, the .troops lay - down, alread}^ drenclied 
with the heavy rain, and in the deep., mud ' of -the ground. Every one 
must have remarked, tliut by a -sing alar fatality, our brave army have 
often had very unfavourable weather for their- greater exploits* Tlie 
country had been quite dry till -the- -movenaen'-t .of the troops from their 
caiitonments ; but on the l.7thj the. rain, a-nd-Fhund-er and lightning con- 
tioiied almost without intermission tiH .the.marrang of .Wa.torlooj when 
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it ceased, a|id the weather became fine again, Fortiinalelyg, there was 
tO'O ittttch excitesBeiit of spirits, for this physical iivconvetiierice to be 
much fflt,' either at the time or afterwards. The riien were fresh 
frona cantoameats ; and their toil, though severe, was short. Never did 
Briti-sh: army take the field in finer couditioo. The cavalry especkllj 
felt the, 'benefit of fighting, before losing the effects of their superior 
keeping, by the toils and privations of a 'campaign, 

AYlien cooking their breakfast, the troops were called to' desist, hj" 
the spirit-stirring preparative from the aidb-du-camp passing at full, 
gallo|j«— ** Sian-i iO' your anns^ the French are momngF They had- 
moved. An iraiBense array 'of cuirassiers had already swept across the 
plain, to embarrass the British deployments, A momentary alarm and' 
confusion were created among our infantry and artillery, ' The Life- 
Guards, who had mainly covered the retreat the day before,' had the 
honour of the first dash at the enemy on the 18th of, J'uoe; the com-* 
meucement only of much good service throughout the day. No charge 
oa that field is described as more iiiagifificent than. this, the first from 
tlMse brilliant and tremendous troops. The shock was scarcely waited 
for by the etmmy ; a moment cleared the whole front attacked ; and in 
iiopartof the day was the Sight of the cuirassiers more luiequivocal, 
except at the termination of tl>e battle, than it was immediately after this 
their first essay. 

A sentiment of pride is universal in the country, because of the well- 
cifiied dwtinctioo of the household troops of both arms, and with one 
voice is hailed the wise abandonment of that system, so unjust to 
them, which kept them exclusively for shew, ■ and denied to the Bri^^ 
tbli monarch the high sight of a circle of proved warriors immediately 
around his person, of the same cast with those who carry his name with 
bis own to the remotest quarter of the world. 

As we stood on our commanding spot, the first thought was most oa« 
turally of the numbers of the contending armies respectively. The 
British were stated by Buonaparte himself at 80,000, and certainly they, 
have never been made out to have been more. Marshal Blucher esik 
timates them at’ the same number. -Of these not more than 30,000 
were actually, British the rest were Germans, Belgians, " and D’utchr 
There was assuredly Jio corps' of Prussians in the battle before the 
evening. The French' army certainly were 130,000, making the enor-* 
mous balance in their favour. of 50,000 men ; and, be it never forgotten, 
&M Frenckf and the best troops of France,. 

Buonaparte knew' the number of his already devoted adversaries well ; 
and with his usual presumption, expressed great astoiiisment to see their 
uadkmayed front on l/ea^.side of the.' forest. His .fear was, .that they 
would , escape hioi in' the'uight ';: -and he exclaimed, on first seeing their 
order of battle with the dawn*— ‘‘ .dfA / je ies tiem done, ces^ Anglau 

The regular battle, it is well- known, com.menced by the almost 'si- 
multaneous advance (and we 'distinctly saw their .course) of three .entire 
mrp$ dkrw&.OB the, right,, left, and_centre of the British line* . .Theat^. 
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tack on the right had for its: first object the carrying of the post of 
gonmootj the key of the position; in possession of which, the French 
cook! have tiiroed the British right. That coUiran had shortest way, to 
move; and^ ii rick r Jerome, it was, there that the cannon and mnsqiietry 
lirfet began* As iidtnitted by the ** Three Days,” fresh reinforceme.nts 
were sent to this scene of carnage repeatedly to no purpose. The^ut-- 
most success of probably 30,000 men, was obliging the light companies, 
of the !st, 2fl, and 3d ’Foot Guards, under the commaiKi of Lord StL 
touii, to :take refuge wUhin^ the, post, instead of defending, the small 
wood on, the,, outside of it . The post itself was never occupi.«d by the, 
enemy ,for a moineiit The Guards k.ept it, in spite of grape, and mus- 
ketry,' and balls, and :,shelb, and' flames till they issued from it victo-« 
rious in the hour of vengeance. 

Ti:ie corps d^armie destined for the left (the 6th), soon .arrived .At the 
first attack in that quarter about ,the -centre of the British, left wing; 
but were calmly received and repulsed, by the admirably served artillery, 
and by tlie 4'2d, 79di, and 92d Highlanders, supported, it is believed, 
by the Ist and ‘28tb regiments,, under the lamented Sir Thomas Ficton. 
The whole was in our view. Nothing could be more tremendous than 
the mode of attack; it was headed by artillery, which discharged showers 
of iron grape shot, each bullet larger than a walnut^. It was a battle, 
on the part of the French, of cavalrj and cannon, both equipped as if 
by magic, and much more formidable than had ever been known, in the 
French armies even, to take the field. Lartilleried^ says the*** Journal 
qf Three Du^sd ^^se porta en avant, stir toute /« ligney et ks coiomies h 
smimrentfd Heading these columns were the iron-caseti cuirassiers, in 
as complete mail, breast and back, as in the days of that defensive 
armour ; upon which the musket balls were heard to ring as they glanced 
off, without injuring or even stunning the wearer. The$e men at arms 
had immense infantry .columns of support' at their backs. 

A stunted hedge bounded, each side of a narrow- cross road, which rati 
along the whole of the British left wing, joining the great road near the 
Duke of WellingtoiFs, tree already mentioned.- .In the hedge, there were 
a number of gaps, which had been made to .serve as a kind, of embrazures 
for the line of the British cannon of the left wing : and a trifling bank, 
only here and there two or three feet high, on which; the hedge grew, and 
in .which, apertures for the guns were cut where necessary, was the only 
thing resembling sheiter, which a-ny .portio.n of our artillery enjoyed 
and may have given occasi.on,,- to the author of the “ Journal of Three 
Datfsf to, speak of app-earancea. of fresh .earth turned up.iathe British' 
position. 

When the cannon and infantry 'bad .staggered the masses of the 
enemy, and somewhat calmed their- fury ; ■'.round the .extremity of the 

« Some of these dreadful balls we, found on the fleld. 

t The artillery advanced in front along. the wTEOEB line, and the columns 
followed.*' ' ■ . 
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<jro 8 s roads fall on tbe flank of-the‘ foe3---borses iii perfect ooiiditi 
inen in steady determioatioii, — wbeeled# like a whirl wind^, . tile, lloyalss 
<€'reyfis cod Enniskilieos---Englaods Scotlaodj and Irelaiich in high rivalry 
and irresistible union. ' In vain, for the ■ second times ifie iron cases,-^ 
the cuirassiers were bouieverses et ctilbuies^^^ (in'the words of the 
'%ai of Three Tkt^s''^) their cannon was cleserteci.'andi taken.; and .the co- 
luiBos of infantry were, thrown into -such .coofosioo, that they had just 
time to get beyond the range of the priideiit pursuit of their adfersariesj 
whose warfare was ' yet ■defensive.- The- dragoons and infantry^, with 
their captured cannon ■and ea.gles, calmly returned to their place in po-«’ 
'siliooj to aw’ait the next advance --of the ^ eneinj'. 

.' If our present ground had the ■well-fought rozairl fai'ntly described in 
full view ; so had Napoleon’s station, about ■ a mile along; the road from 
whence we stood. With-' the ■ poor - farmer Lacoste pinioned .011 horse-* 
back beside him, stood the Emperor ; unable to conceal his astonisli- 
nient'at the necoi^l and-alraost'flight of his hne'St troops ; and coO'Strained, 
ill spile , of himself, repeatedly- -to mutter compliments to the spirit, -ra» 
pidity, and steadiness of 'the- 'Brltisb cavalry, These English fight 
admirably,’^' said he to Souit ; ' “ but-lhey must give way,”— ■** No, 'Sire,» 
they prefer being cut to pi-eces',” ■wns the -answer of one who knew 
something of them. The grey 'horses especially struck him, and -lie 
ofte.n rei^edted^ quelks superbes trotipes f 
The centre -attack was most of this time in full activity, and ov^sr-* 
whelming efforts were making to gain the farm-house of La'Haye 
Sainte, advanced two or three hundred yards from the British position, 
-Her'e fortune bestowed one melancholy ^-smi-le on Napoleon’s -arms. No 
moment even of temporary snccess was- theirs hi the, line ■; but tliey did 
establish themselves, w'ith an odds of twenty -to one, in the post of La 
Ilaye Salnte, i-n conseque-nce, as the Duke of Welli-ngton^s aGcount tes- 
tifies, of the unexpected failure of the a-moiiunition -of -a d-etachmeut-of 
the -German Legion, to-- which I'ts defence was committed; 'a failure 
which, from- the position nud great strength of the assailants, it -was at 
the time considered impossible^ to supply. This- very limited, a-nd, as it 
•toroed -out, bootless^ success of-the enemy, it^ appears is inatter'of -mueii 
■ self-reproach to' the commander in - chief. He has been heard to use 
very hard words, when speaking -of what he calk his want of presence of 
mind on the occasion.'- It -was -'impossible to send ammunition in by 
the gates at the two sides -of- the- ferm-yard ; but it might have ap- 
proached the bach of the house, undercover of the British fire, and 
been handed in by an- . apertivre -''made ;on purpose. Considering what 
the generaroii such a'day had to think-of, it will not he surprising -that, 
with all his commanding influence, the Duke of Wellington has not 
succeeded in inducing any of hi's-au'ditors to join in the accusation. He 
has one comfort; the post, when carried with immense' loss, did: no,, 
good to the captors.' 'It' 'ne'^tralfeed, ' ®^ large force, never for a mo- 
ineut shook the -British centre. ‘ ■ , 
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Tile three attacks now «!eseribeilj we were told, might serve as . a fair . 
specimen of the ivileratecl war during the entire clay. From eleven in' 
the nioriiiiig till seven at iiiglit, it consisted of a succession of such as-, 
raiihs^ witli unabated fury, and increasing numbers, and ofiea wiili a 
lioldocss and deadly eflVct* wliieh perpIcKed "our soldiers, and put their 
matcldess firmness to the utmost trial. It may be believed,' that every 
fresh onset swept luvay multitudes' of our infantry ; still .the survivors 
gave not an inch of the ground, but made good the lines and linn the 
scjiiares. No iii'eii in, Europe could have endured as , they did, Aguiu 
and again the enemy’s cannon and cavalry rebounded from their ‘‘ada- 
iiKiiitiae front,’’ dismayed and scattered. These were the hreatimg 
times of our heroes! Line was witlv admirable alacrity formed for a 
greater breadth of lire than the squares afforded,' immediately on seeing 
the Back plates of the cuirasses; when masses of. French infantry ap- 
proached with a heavy fire of Eiusketry. They did. go through their 
work,” as Napoleon often muttered, unlike any troops /ic had ever 
seen# Such were tlie visits of the cannon and cavalry, that, as 1 .have 
repeatedly been assured by officers with whom I .have conversed, these 
ioterludes of infantry battle were a kind of after tlieir toi'l 

with the other arms ! They never took the trouble to look at the num- 
bers; they felt as if boys liad attacked them, merely to keep them in 
wind ; and invariably routed the columns by a very few steps in advance 
with pointed bayonets. 

The Duke, in visiting different points, was often received with a shout 
of im|>atieo€€ to be led on. The gallant <) 5 th were very tired of the 
.iron cases, and the iron gtape sliot. An immense body of French 
intuiitry happened to ap|>rcsach that*hioble regiment at one time when 
the ctmiTiaiiider was paying the.rn a visit ; Let us at ’em, ,my , Lord, .let 
1.18 down upon ’em,” quite regardless of' their numbers. Not yet,” 
replied the chief not yet, my brave men, but" you shall have at them., 
soon,; firm a little longer; we must mt be beat-; what would they say 
in England ?” , ' 

From our vantage grou-nd', we had' gained a very, satisfactory .genera! 
idea of the lield, and, before setting out- on a circuit of more minute in- 
spectioii, went down- to the farm house of La -Maye Sainte, to examine 
file state, in which llie conflict had left that post. Much of th,e wreck of 
the batt-le. lay between the Duke .of Wellington’s station, and the farni 
house, wi'iicli manifested the hazard to which he had been exposed. 

The *•’’ Jmtrnai of three Dags'" ^ admits the necessity of send! ng against 
La Haye Sainte de nomeiks forces^" before it was taken, by the 
skiiiglitcr of almost all its brave defenders,- It is just an ordinary farm 
house and court of offices. The house forms one, side of a square, -and 
the offices the otiier tliree ; the., .eaiirt, yard. collecting the manure in the 
Giiddle, and siielieruig the cattle. The -side opposite to the hoU:»e ia a 

* This Journal of tliree Days o.f. the Battle of Waterloo is just published, 
price 5 a‘. 6d. being translated by '.the Editor of the Military Chronicle. 
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long boild’mg for cows; the passage being separated from, the cows’ stalls 
by a parapet about four feet high. At eacli end of the passage is .a large 
door or gate^ both of which were litera.lly riddled with musket balls, fi.red 
from wiiMn^md from as could easily be distinguished from the 

kind of .hole the ball had made. The bodies, after the, action, were 
heaped up' in the cows’ stalls, as high as the pa.ra{.)et. The whole farai, 
bouse, yard, and offices miglit have afforded room for 1000 or 1500 men 
to act. They bad made holes for musketry all round the buildings ; and 
many a hole had been made for them by the enemy. The whole pre^ 
seated a scene of shattered rulrij which could not be looked upon withoiil 
a degree of interest amounting to terror. It stood a noble mooument 
of the determined valour of our German brethren in arms. 

Some very poor children who seemed to starve about the ruins, sooii 
Joined us, and began to beg from us queique chose^^ with the most 
persevering importunity. Their miserable appearance was in perfect 
agret raent with the scene of desolation about them. We saw no grown 
people who seemed to have any interest in the place. 

Having succeeded in opening the shattered door which led out to the 
fields to the west, we saw several women still engaged in the lately most 
lucrative occupation of gleaning up any thing' which they could sell to 
strangers. The same persons had very probably been active in strippijig 
and plundering the slain. We asked them where they were during the 
action ; — “ Toutes dans ie — Did they hear tiie noise ? — the an- 
swer was a shrug and look of dreadful recollection. They seemed to 

be finding very little worth taking up. We were ourselves at the mo- 

roent more fortunate, for among some straw, and plainly marked with 

blood, we found a French bayonet, which we brought away with us. 

■ We returned to the tree, and directed our course westward .along the 
Britisl't right wing. There was no difficulty in tracing the well-defended 
line — it was now a line of graves • The survivors never quitted it, but 
to advance. The very ground was' hallowed ; and it was trode by us 
with respect and gratitude : the multitudes below, so lately interred, oc- 
casioned a very impressive subject of lefiecti on, . 

If the unknown dead called forth these feelings, much more did the 
consciousness of standing on the spot, where some one known to us hati 

nobly fought and nobly died.” We stood where the interesting,. Sir 
William de Lancey had met his death, when rallying, with great •spirit 
and effect, a battalioii of Hanoverians, .which had got into confu- 
sion. He nobly refused .to occupy the time of the .surgeons with, 
to wound, which he ■ had , h.eard them pronounce morta.l, when they 
thought him insensible. He was removed to the village of Waterloo, 
where he died. This gallant young man’s early name, and, .j..ust favour 
with, his. great commander, ■e.xci ted general and deep interest for his fate,., 
and' no, where more than in Edinburgh, where he had been married 
only a few weeks before. ■ 

■ Indeed the instances of heroic death were as numerous as they are af- 
fecting. ' Coloiiei Miller of the first guards requested a last sight of the 
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coloara uiKier which lie had fought. • He kissed them ferveritly.| and 
begged they might, be waved over him till he expired. 

The lameiited Captaio Curxon, Lord Scarsdale’s sooj met his fate 
with aliiioBt ** military glee.’’ In falling' from his horse, be called ciot 
gaily to Lord Alarch, who. was riding with him at a gallop, — Good 
b’yes dear March,” .. And by one effort more, when, his friend had left 
him for tlm urgent duty of finimatirig a foreign corps, io very critical 
circwmstaoces, he looked up, an,d cried ‘LWelldone, dear March.”" 

The afflicting idea strongly occurred, of the next day’s horrors of such 
t .field as Waterloo. Nncobers of the desperately wounded and dyings 
in the, midst of the dead, raised their heads, when visitors to the scene 
passed them, to irufjlore water, or to beg death at their hands, to end - 
their a.gonies. Many of the wounded were '.not removed till the Wed- " 
fiescliiy, the third day after the battle* ' " 

AH was now hashed in the still ness of the grave, the sad eonsumma-. 
tion which the , wounded implored. No one who has not seen it, can 
imagine how touching it is to see, strewed over the ground, fragments of 
what the brave men wore or carried when they fell. Among the straw 
of the trodden down corn which still covered the field, lay caps, shoes,, 
pieces of uniforms and shirts, tufts, cockades, feathers, ornamental horse®* 
hair red and black, and what most struck ns, great quantities of letters^ 
and leaves of books# The latter were much too far defaced by rain and 
mud, to make it worth our while to lift any of them. In one letter, we 
could just make out the words, so affecting in the circumstances, “My 
dear husband.” We brought away some leaves of a German hymn book ; 
and probably, had we had time, might have found something curious 
in a department in which the peasants seemed not at all to have anti- 
cipated us. ■■ 

We were now on the station of the Prince of Orange, and where he 
received his wound. The Butch and Belgians under his immediate? 
coiBinand behaved very gallantly. The Prince is said, in a moment of 
chivalrous feeling, when' applauding their valour, to have torn the star 
fFom his breast, a'nd thrown it into their column ; adding, that he did not 
know who best deserved it,. and therefore he gave it among them. 

. . JAMES SmPSON. 

— ^This Gentleman, a roan worthy of his country and liis profession, 
lias publislieci a most eloquent Narrative of his 'Visit to Flanders, and which we 
warmly recommeiid to our readers. The above is only a 'brief extract of what 
ought to be in the hands of every officer. 
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ORIGINAL NMRATirE OF' THE BATTLE OF WATER- 

■ LOO. " ;■ ■ 

f From the French J 
f Continued from page 164.^ 

■ THE, ceBtre, in which was the third and fourth corps, . with the 
6th'' € 0 ,rps and the Guard in the reserve, was directed upon Fleii- 
• Marshal Grouchy, wdth his cavalry and some infantry, 
iiiaiioeuvred towards the village of Sombref upon the road to 
Namur. 

Ill debouching from Fleurus, . we instantly discovered the Pnis-' 
«:an army, whose 'principal masses were drawn "up *in condensed 
‘Columns.'' They were stationed upon the plateaux which joins 
the ' windmill ' of Busse. .Their^ position was along a ridge - of 
heights, in the i'iiimediate "front of which,, at the bottom of the 
hills, was a deep and woody .ravine, and which extended in 
front of their whole line. Its right was appuyed on the village 
of St. Amand ; its centre at Ligny ; and its left, of w^hich the eye 
could not perceive the termination, extended itself towards Som- 
bref, and prolonged itself indefinitiveiy upon Gemblotix and the 
route to Namur. All these villages, which were very consider- 
able in themselves, and were strongly situated upon rough and 
intersected ground {terrain itiegal et mtrecotipe)^ w'ere in advance 
of the ravine above mentioned, and were well manned with in- 
fantry. 

Having duly recognized the position (an art in which he ex- 
cels every man of his age) the Emperor ordered the suitable 
dispositions to attack it His mind, his eye, his whole deport- 
ment, w^ere now on fire. 

The first corps, which made a position of our left, together 
with two divisions of heavy cavalry, w^as posted in the rear of the 
village of Frasnes,— that is to say,' a little to the right of the high' 
road to Brussels, so as to be in readiness to move itself to any point 
in which it might be wanted. 

The third corps was directed in columns of attack upon the 
village of St Amand. ■ . ■ 

The 4th advanced upon Ligny, having the guard, the 6tli 
corps, and a numerous cavalry m reserve. 

Marsha! Grouchy, with .the divisions on the right, made liis 
advance towards Sombref. 

The third corps began the fire in attacking the village of St 
A.mand, where it . met with a'n obstinate resistance. It carried 
it, however, at the point of the bayonet, but was again charged 
by the enemy, and compelled to abandon it. 

Ill the meantime, the fourth 'corps precipitated itself wdth great 
alacrity upon Ligny,- and" a most obs.tinate conflict was commenc- 
ed upon this point ' Each party'.fought with the utmost despera- 
tion, and for a long time.there appeared no yielding or thought 
of yielding upon either side. ■ ' 

In the same moment, our two wings had come to the engage- 
ment with the opposite wdiigs of the enemy; our right; directing 
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jtself acjainst the enemy at Sombref, whilst our left advanced 
against Frasnes. 

Every part of both armies (oiir reserve alone excepted) was 
thus engaged ; the aflair therefore was now general, and the can- 
nonade, increasing every instant, roared in tremendous horror 
along the lines. 

Upon both sides was the conflict sustained with the same re- 
solute courage,— I had almost said, the same sanguinary obstinacy. 

I re:..lly know not how' to describe the inconceivable fury and 
exasperation of the soldiers on both sides ; it seemed as if every 
man had to avenge himself of some personal injury, and saw in 
his adversary only his implacable enemy. The French refused to 
give or take quarter; the Prussians, it is added, had previously an- 
nounced the intention of raassacreing all the French who should 
fall into their hands. The chief fury of the enemy seemed directed 
towards the Imjierial Guard. The French themselves regarded 
all the Prussians and other Germans as fugitive slaves, and treacher- 
ous malefactors. In a word, the mutual hatred was iiillamed by the 
memory of past injurit'S, and the certainty that whoever should 
be victors, the victory would be abused by cruelty. 

The villages, which were the scene of action, were taken and 
«taken several times, after the most horrible carnage. Those 
of St. Amand and Ligny were disputed with an invincible clespe- 
ration. But the French succeeded in establishing themselves in the 
church-yard of St. Amand, and in maintaining themselves there 
in despite of the repeated efforts of the Prussians to expel them. 
Thecontlict, however, was truly terrible upon this point, and was 
so doubtful, that Buonaparte ‘sent in all haste to seek the first 
corps to reinforce the combatants in this quarter. _ 

By this movement, the left wing, which was at this moment 
engaged with the English army at' Frasnes, and which had suc- 
ceeded in repelling the English from the heights of Frasnes to 
the farm of Quatre Bras, was-greatly enfeebled; and what added 
still to the error of having moved away this important reserve 
of Marshal Ney, was that Napoleon had not the consideration to 
inform the Marshal of this substraction of the greater part of 

The first corps Iwl moved off, in its. oew direction .upon St 
.Amand, about an hour, when the . English army, beiiig consider- 
ably reinforced by the Prince of -Orange,,, resumed tlie oilensive, 
.and, began to repe,l with nmiich vigoiir. our. tirailleurs and advanced 
., columns. 'On the flank of the Irigh- road to Brussels was aw'ood; 
-the .English occupied the verge of it, and w^ere separated fruia 
' us by a hollow way in the. form of a ravine. ■ 

between the wood and the ravine w^ere numerous plateaux, 
which formed advantageous'., positions for cavalry. Some of them 
were either in advance,,’ of the tavnie,.or had an easy passage oye;r 
it These piateam^ were suddenly covered with battalions of in- 
fantry supported by a formidable cavalry, which confident in 
their reinforcements, now" boldly advanced ; and threatened to 
charge and pierce oor opposed line. Onr troops, wearied by their 
previous., advantages, seemed to retreat from new efforts. The 




THE- ROYAL MILITA-Ry : CHRONICLE. [Feb. 

moment was critical, and it became necessary' .:to_ 'call up t 
serve., Marshal -Ney, however, little alarmed at these' appearances^ 
because he reckoned upon his first corps in reserve,iiow. sent it the 
order to come up, and to charge the enemy* But bow great was 
_ his astonishment and embarrassment, when he learned that Buona- 
parte had already marched it off to another point. 

He immediately ordered the '8th and the llth cuirassiers, wdiO' 
happened to be at hand,' to charge tbedlrstbattalioiis. ' This charge 
was executed with the greatest bravery; but these battalions, be-* 
ing supported from behind with the infentry which llled the wood^ 
wercenabied to return such a terrible fire upon us, that our curras- 
siers, being repelled in their attempt to pierce them, were compel- 
led to make a wheel round; and as always happens in such cases, 
retired in much disorder. It "was in this charge, which, however 
unfortunate, was executed with the greatest resolution,, that a cui- 
rassier of the 11 th regiment took a colour of the English 64tli 
regiment 

T'he retrograde movement which was now sensibly beginning, 
and the multitude of wounded soldiers who threw themselves into 
the rear, began to excite a manifest terror amongst their comrades. 
The waggoners, the servants, the attendants of the camp of all 
kinds, saved themselves with precipitation; and communicating 
their panic to all they met, soon clogged up the road to Charleroi. 
'The rout indeed in this point (Ney’s command) was beginning fe 
be complete; every one was ilyilig in confusion; and the cry 
of ‘Mhe enemy, the enemy,"* was general 

But the evil was not in fact so great as it appeared, and there- 
fore was repaired. This Marshal, the bravest amongst the brave, 
was not to be daunted or confounded by a slight disaster. Gene- 
ral. Roussard, with his division of cuirassiers, hastened in a long, 
trot ird;o the front of the English, and reassured the fugitives by 
hifi presence, and in good part re-established the battle. Our 
infantry, taking their position upo'n the heights of Frasiies, were 
conrpeiled to abandon ail purpose of a more forward movement; 
they coiifiried themselves, therefore, to maintaining this position, 
and they succeeded in it. 

Such was the effect of Napoleon’s withdrawing the first corps 
from Marshal Ney. And the first corps was as useless to the'' 
'Emperor, as it would have been effectual to Marshal Ney. Tt 
was employed only in marching and in returning. 

In the meantime the fire continued with increased vivacity 
along the whole line, and particularly to\vards Ligny, wdiere the 
rrreater part of both armies w^ere assembled, and upon which 
therefore each directed its main efforts. The cannonade, indeed, 
never relaxed for an instant; and our artillery, as far as I could 
foi'iTi a judgment from what I saw, made a most horrible havoc 
in the Prussian columns, which being posted in masses on the op- 
posite ridge of hills, and upon plateaux just below our batteries 
and position, afforded us a point-blank aim at less than half 
pnnon-shot On the other hand, our own troops, carefully posted 
in the sinuosities of the ground, and at the foot of the hills, were 
comparatively very little exposed to the Prussian artillery ; which 
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thus, (like those troops themselves) made^more noise than effect,, 
and reminded every military man of the ferocious whiskers and 
cowardly hearts, —the warlike dress and insignilieant mimis, of 
the Friissiaii Officers, 

About seven in tim evening,, we were masters of the villages, 
'but iiie Prussians still retained their positions behind the ravines. 
Biiooaparte !iad all long manmiivred so as to be enabled to make 
a siickleu movement upon the rear of the ravine; he saw that 
the oc(‘asion was now’' at hand, and he instantly directed his Im- 
perial Guard and all his reserve upon the village of Ligny. 

This bold and most skilful movement had for its object to 
separate the right of tlie Prussians. from -the rest of their army* 
and thus to intercept it from making au'etreat upon Namur, 

The guard moved forwards at the pas de charf^e^ being supported, 
inoreover, by a numerouscavalry and a most formidable artillery. 
It forced the" village ami in despite of a' shower of balls cleared 
the ravine. The Prussians were for a moment daunted, and seem- 
ed about to fly; but suddenly resuming their courage, recom- 
menced a treinendous lire upon us W' hilst in the ravine. A san- 
guinary contest again began, till the Imperial Guard, rushing in 
front lip the ravine, charged the Prussian squares with the bayonet 
The Prussians even yet stood their ground for a time. But at 
leiigtl'i nothing could resist the impetuosity of Ahe French grena- 
diers; tiiey forced and cut their way in every direction. The 
Emperor liiiished the business at this moment by bringing up the 
cavalry to charge. The Prussians, thus pierced in every part, and 
seeiiig^di thei'r'coui’age of no avail, now began their retreat, aban- 
doning to us the held of battle, covered wdth the dead and wounded, 
and several dismounted cannon. The Imperial Guard took pos- 
session of the ground quitted by the enemy, and the cavalry 
pursued them. 

Whilst this decisive operation -was eflected at Ligny, the third 
corps endeavoured to occupy the right wing of the Prussians, with 
tlie purpose of masquing the previous operation upon Ligny. 
But rise enemy’s generals, seeing the purpose of this feint attack, 
and seeing at the 'same time the repulse of his left from Ligny, 
commenced a well disposed retreat, which Vi^as now general opdri 
aii points of the PrusHiats army. ■ The' eneiny now only fought 
to secure its retreat, which they eflected by-filiog off in coluiims 
upon Geinbimix ainl Namur; a strong rear-guard oceasioiiaily 
fionting to repel our attacks. ■ " - 

But as the enemy were defeated, and their .columrs were soon 
ill the act of flying with more precipitatio.n, we applied ourselves 
to the pursuit. The night, and the tatigues of tfie soldiers, pre- 
vented us from executing this purpose with any effect We were 
conipcilcd to content ourselves with passing- the ravine, and oc- 
cHipyingthe ground hitherto possessed, by the enemy. At ten, 
the hre' had ceased upon tlie 'whole line, and our army was in 
bivouac. . ■ ■■ ■ 
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' : ADDITIONAL DETAILS OF Tim BATTLE -OF 
■ WATERLOO. ; 

fConduded from onr last 0 

THE ram which had continued heavy throughout the niglitj began to 
abate about nine in the Hjorniug, when Buonaparte, whose head^quarv 
ters that night had been at Fianche.nois, a farm some little distance in 
the rear of the French line, and about Ofteen miles from Brussels, put 
his army in motion,.' The position which they, occupied was on a ridge 
immediately opposite to that of the British^ at a distance varying from 
1000 to 12 or 1300 yards." Their right was on the heights, in front, of 
Pianchenois; their' centre at a little country tavern and farm,, famous 
from that day in history for' its appropriate name cf La Belle Alliance ; ' 
their left leaning on the road to B.riissels from Nivelles. The cuiras“« 
siers were in reserve behind, and the imperial guard in reserve upon the 
heights. Grouchy and Vandamme had been detached toward AVavre 
against the Prussians; and the sixth corps under Count Lobau, with a 
body of cavalry, was in the rear of the right, ready to oppose a Prussian 
corps, which,” says the official French account, “ appeared to have 
escaped Marshal Grouchy, and to threaten to fall upon our right flank 
Buonaparte had obtained information of this, and it was conflrined by an 
intercepted letter iVom one of the Prussian generals ; but of the strength, 
temper, and disposition of the Prussian army he seems to have been 
'woefully ignorant. Reversing, however, his plan of the l6th, and per-» 
baps considering Blucher as in no state to renew the combat, he ordered 
t'le great body of his force against Wellington, thinking to overpower 
the British army by dint of numbers. He brought, ' therefore, against 
their 75,003, three corps of infantry, and •almost all his cavalry, amount- 
ing with artillery to not less than 1 10,000 men, 40,000 more being irf re- 
serve, or awaiting the Prussians on the right. 

• ■ The two points of the greatest importance in the British position,' 
were the farm of liougouraont with its wood and gardeodn front of the 
lefta lo the early part of the forenoon the French army was paraded 
almost as if Buonaparte thought to intimidate his opponent by the clis«, 
pky of so formidable a force, , and about , noon, or a little earlier, the 
.action began by a. furious, attack upoii^ Hougoumont; Soult and Ney 
attacked it wiih one corps, and ...the French came on with their usual 
shouts and their usual impetuosity. ' This ' point ' Lord Wellington bad 
£jtrenglheu^d as much, as possible 'during: the night t a detaehment :of 
the Guards was stationed there, and the garden and wood were lined 
with Nassau troops.' as sharpshooters. These troops disputed ..the ground 
gallantly,, and when : they were compelled to retire under' cover of the 
house, the. Coldstream and' the Third drove back the enemy. Within 
half an hour I 5'03 '.men 'Were killed, 'here in an or,chard not exceeding 
lour acres in extent. Great ^ efforts -were made by the., assailants : they 
sarraimded the house on three 'sides^ 'and they set it. on lire with shells^ 
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and I'Hiriit a great part of it nearly to tlie ground. Brit they were cotn- 
pelied to desist from tire attack, and fresh English troops recovered the 
wood. Throiighoiit the clay the eneiiiy made repeated efforts in great 
foixxMo obtain possession of this importmit point, but it was defended 
with the utmost gallantry to the last. Artillery on both sides was directed 
against this wood, and almost every tree bears marks of the treraeiidons 
conflict; their branches shattered and the trunks pierced. Generations, 
and perhaps centuries hence, the woodman, when he lecis his exe strike 
tipoii the imbedded balls, will remember Wellington and the battle of 
1^'hiteiioo. 

This attack upon Hougoumont was accompanied • h}^ a very heavy 
fire from more than 200 pieces of artillery upon the whole British line^ 
.and under cover of this fire, repeated attacks were made, .first by infantry 
, 0 iily^ilieo by cavalry only — and lastly and j>rincipally by cavalry and 
infantry .together* One of these latter was so serious and made with 
such numbers, that General Alava says it required all the skill of 'the 
British commander to post his troo|.>s, and all the courage and discipline 
of Ills soldiers to withstand the assailants. This was the attack on Sir 
Thomas Pictoo’s division, and in which that gallant ofBcer fell. The 
IDiikehimself happened to be in this part of the field at that moment. 
The French advanced up to a hedge (the only one in the country, and 
which gives its name to three or four neighbouring hamlets) which ex- 
tends a'long the heights where the British left was placed — some of our 
foreign corps who were posted behind this hedge gave way, but the Duke 
moved up some British troops, and the enemy was driven off with im- 
mense loss. It was at this time Sir Thomas Picton fell ; at the moment 
when the enemy, astonished at seeing their charge met in this manner^ 
fired and retreated, a musket ball struck his right temple, wentthroug'k 
'liis brain, and passing through the skull on the opposite side was retained 
by the skin. A helmet might probably have saved the life of one of the 
most jlistingoished and gallant officers in the British service. Indeed^ 
the enemy in this action found the full advantage - of defensive aniiour, 
which we, strangely as it would seem, have not yet adopted. The 
French cuirass is made pigeon-breasted, so that unless a musket ball he 
fired very near it, it is tiiroed off, and it is kept polished that the balls may 
more readily slant aside ; the hinder part fits the back; they are stuffed 
with a pad, fastened on with a clasp, and are put on and off in an in- 
stant The w.eight of the whole is about 1 6 pounds, not enough to oc-, 
casion any iocoovenieiice to an able-bodied 'man. The men who were 
thus 'armed were the flower of the French army: it was required that 
they should not be less than six feet high, that they should have beei| 
twelve years in the service, have served in .three 'Campaigns, and niain-' 
tallied a good character. Their horses are proportionably good. Thus 
armed and thus mounted they possessed a most important advantage 
over the' British troofrs, the great points of weight and strength in our 
cavalry having been sacrificed for the sake of .activity.- and .'display : the 
IV» NOt, 2.^L - ,d L 
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error liaci been felt ui ..Spain ; it was still more severely felt at Water- 
loo, The enemy had another advantage, in the use of the lance, the 
most formidable, if not the most elBcieut weapon with which a horseman 
caii.be armed, as had been proved to our cost at Albuhera* 

The attack in which General Picton fell proved fatal also to Sir Wi!« 
liam .Ponsonby, He led his brigade against the Polish lancers, and 
checked their charge. j^Accompanied by only one aide-de-camp, hc' 
got into a ploughed field, where his horse stuck ; he was badly mounted^ 
tor he had not expected to be in action so soon, and his own charger w« 
not arrived, A body of lan.cers approached him full speed ; these meo 
have always distinguished themselves by their barbarity : Sir William 
saw that bis death was ii^vitable, for the horse was incapable of extri- 
cating himself, but he hoped the aide-de-camp might escape, and taking 
out the picture of his ladv and his watch, was in the act of delivering 
them to his care when the enemy came up and speared them both, ^The 
brigade revenged their commander so well, that the Polish lancers were 
almost entirely cut to pieces before the day was over. Two eagles were 
taken in this charge ; two of those imperial eagles which had been given 
to the French troops only seventeen days before in the Champ de Marss 
and which, in sight of the people of Paris, they had sworn to defend® 
and to perish if necessary in defending them. The bearer of one had 
well performed his oath; it was defaced with blood in the struggle, and 
the eagle was severed from the pole by the cut of a sabre. These 
standards were inscribed with the names of Austerlitz, Jena, Eylau, 
Friedland and Wagram. It has been a matter of surprise to some, why 
more eagles were not taken — the reasons are, first, that the number of 
eagles is very small ; each regiment has but one eagle, though it has 
four battalions, so that in our army there are eight colours for the same 
number of men to whom one eagle is assigned — secondly, it appears 
from the Order Book of one of the French regiments which was picked 
up on the field of battle and is now before us, that the eagles had not 
been generally distributed to the army® and that only a few favoured 
regiments had yet had them ; — and thirdly, it is surprizing that one eagle 
ever should be taken, for they are purposely made portable, and easily 
detached from the staif; and it is a practice of the French, with that 
mixture of rhodomontade and meanness which characterized them' under 
Buonaparte, to boast that they' had secured' their eagles when the staff 
and the colour were abandoned, and- the eagle itself was in the pocket 
of some runaway ensign. 

It was only on the left of the centre that the enemy obtained a temporary- 
success ; some light troops of the German Legion had been stationed in 
the farm of La Haye Sainte ; the French succeeded in occupying the 
communication berween them^and the army, and when all the am mu ni« 
tion of the besieged was expended, they carried the farm-house, aod,d| 

■ is .said, put every man to the bayonet. This enabled them, about two 
' .tf fi|ock^ to. occupy a. small mound on the left of the road near where the 
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liedge joins tlie road froim Brussels to Charleroi, and ]iist opposite the 
gate of the Lirir, and from this position they never were dislodged till 
the grand advance of the British army about seven in the evening* The 
kiltie conti II wed with the most desperate intrepidity on both sides, Biio« 
iiiiparte cootiiiualiy bringing forward his troops in considerable masses, 
and the British and their allies resolutely resisting them; The Duke of 
Welliiigtoii was 'every where; always where the struggle was most ar- 
duous, iii tlie hottest fire and front of the danger, he was seen, as Waller 
sajs of Lord Falkland,. 

exposing liis all-knowing breast 
Among the tliroisg as cheaply as the rest. 

Never were his exertions more needful : sometimes he was rallying 
broken infantry, sometimes placing himself at the head of formed 
squares. No man indeed ever had more confidence in his troops, or did 
more justice to them* When other generals,’' he has said, ** commit 
an error, their army is lost by it, and they are sure to be beaten ; when 
I get into a scrape, my army gets me out of itd' The men on their 
part amply returned the confidence which they so well deserved* 
Bless thy eyes !” said a soldier in Spain, when Lord Wellington passed 
by him for the first time after he kid returned from Cadiz to the army— 
Bless thy eyes, I had rather see thee come back than see ten thousand 
men come to help us f’ On this day both men and leaders were put to 
the proof: none of their former fields of glory, many as they had seen 
together, had been so stubbornly contested, or so dearly won. All this 
while there was no appearance of the Prussians ; and well as the British 
army stood its ground, many anxious eye was directed towards the 
quarter from whence they were expected. 

Blucher had put his array in motion at break of day. The corps of 
Borstel and Bulow were to march by St. Lambert, occupy a position 
there under cover of the forest near Fritschermont, and take the enemy 
in the rear when the moment should appear favourable. JZIethen’s 
corps was to operate oo tbe right Bank of' the enemy by, Ohain, and 
Thielman to follow slowly and afford succour in' case of need. But the 
two first of these corps, had been placed on the east side of the river 
Dyle at Wavre ; they had to cross by a narrow bridge; and to add' to 
the delay which this necessarily occasioned, the bouses in the street lead- 
ing to it were on fire, so that the infantry passed with difficulty, the ca- 
¥airy and artillery with still greater, and the powder-tumbrils not at all 
till the fire was extinguished.. The passage too by the de'file of St. Lam- 
bert was far more diiic.ult than had been 'expected, so that when it was 
half past four in the afternoon, only two. brigades of Bulow’s corps had 
arrived at the covered position which was assigned ..them. But there 
was not a momeni.to be lost, and the general resolved .immediately to 
begin the attack, with the troops which they had at band. Their way 
was through the forest of Soigny, which .extends over many leagues of 
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' coiintn% aiid 'from whence Brussels is , supplied with fire-wood. By 
good fortune the peasant who guided them was a tnan of more than 
'common sagacity ; and instead of coming out of the forest of Fritscher- 
"montjt he proposed to descend into the valley lower down® and come out 
in a direction towards Planchenois, nearly on the French reserve— 

Thens’* said he, ' we shall take them all.” In the best concerted 
plans' of war something must always be greatly affected ■ by adventitious 
'circumstances, and the Germans have well ' observed how ■ much de- " 
pended on this peasant, who, had he been less disposed to serve the 
allies, or less intelligent, might easily have led them into a hollow way 
m^here their cannois could not have past, Buonaparte saw them coming 
out from the wood, and asked one of his adjutants who they were : the 
adjutant, looking through the glass, replied, They are Prussiaa 
colours and Buonaparte, it is said, turned pale, and shook his head^ 
without answering a word. . . 

General Bolow had only two brigades and a corps of c:-valry« Count 
Lobaii was stationed on the rear of the French right to oppose tbem^ 
and all the -means in reserve were ready to succour him, and Buona- 
parte says, to overwhelm the Prussians when they should advance. Re- 
lying upon this disposition, he says, be led an attack upon the village of 
Mont St, Jean ; (by which he means the heights of Mont St Jean, with 
a farm of the same name ; the village being, as we have already stated, 
far to the rear, and on a separate line of hills ;) from this effort he ex- 
pected decisive success, this being, in fact, the vital part of Lord Wel- 
lington’s position : but here he accuses the French of a movement of 
impatience, so frequent in their military annals, and frequently so fatal 
to them. The cavalry of reserve, according to his account, having per- 
ceived a retrograde movement made by the English to shelter them- 
selves from the French batteries, crowned the heights of Mont St. Jean, 
and charged the infantry ; a movement, he says, which, if made at the 
proper moment, and supported by the proper reserve, must have secured 
the victory; but which, because it was made in an insulated manner, 
and before affairs were terminated on the right, became fatal. Neither 
the British nor the Prussian accounts notice any such error ; nor indeed, 
does this statement accord with the remainder of tlie narrative, which 
was drawn up under Buonaparte’s direction, ' or by himself. He says 
that as there were no means of countermanding this moyemeiit, all the 
cavalry ran to^ support their comrades ; that for three hours numerous 
charges' were made, several squares of' the British were brokeo, and six 
standards of light infantry taken; that the Prussians in their flank at- 
tack were first kept in check, and then repulsed by' Genera! 'Biihesme 
with 'the .young guard; and that' .finally they fell., .back, they had ex- 
hausted .their forces, and on that side there was , nothing now to fear*. 

' This was the moment for' an attack upon the British centre ; ' it was 
made; and he proceedsbo say,,'«« the flay 'was won,, the' French occupied 
all the positions which Lord Wellington '.'held at, the begioning .of. the 
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eoatesL aod after eight hours’ fire and repeated cbarges^ of'..fo0t and 
horse j all. the army saw with |oy that the battle was gained^ and the 
fielll ill tlieir power® 

BiiO!iaparte‘’s narrative is evidently drawn up for the purpose of Ox- 
ciwiog himself as a general, and tims palliating a defeat, the extent of 
which he could neither deny nor extenuate* The truth is, that, acting 
as he always .has done, he set every thing upon the hazard. He is a ge- 
neral who lias done great things with mighty means ; and thinking that: 
Ids means were now, also fully adequate to the occasion, he attempted to 
bear down .all resistance by an . overwhelming attack, neglecting, or 
scorning to re,llect upon what must be the consec|ueiices of failure. Cer- 
tain it .is, however, that he did ever} thing for victory which man could 
do ; and that his officers and men seconded him with ability and energy 
worthy of a better cause. His great oliyect— bis only hope — his -sure 
means of success was to overpower the English before the Prussians 
could arrive in any force ; he therefore made a perpetual repetition of 
attacks, with horse and foot, supported by the whole of his artiileiy* 
It was one of those efforts by which he has more tliaii once decided the 
fate of a campaign. Under cover of as tremendous a cannonade as. 
ever was witnessed upon a held of battle, ■ he formed his cavalry into 
masses, brouglit up the whole of the e/i/e of his guards with his reserves, 
and made an attack upon our centre, which, if it had been possible to 
quell the spirit of a British army, would have proved successfoL Our 
cavalry was driven to the rear of our infantry; — our advartced artillery 
was taken. Every battalion was instantly in squares, and though the 
French cavalry repeatedly charged, not a square, was broken more 
tliao once did Wellington throw himself Into one 'of these squares, .and 
await the result of a charge, in full reliance upon the steadiness of the 
men., and ready to stand or fall with the.m. The troops advanced by 
echelons to cover the guns. On arriving nearly at the line which their 
cavalry had occupied., the French, infantry appeared, and it became ne- 
cessary for some battaiioos to deploy, though almost surrounded by the 
enemy ’s liorse. F or about an. hour the conflict at appeared doubt-*, 

fill : the carnage wihch ensued was such as the British, army had never 
before experienced. Shocking as the slaughter 'was, it would have been 
much gre.at.er had it not been for the state of the ground, which was 
tlioroiig’hly soaked with rain ; for although this, by preventing dust, af- 
forded better aim to the artillerists, many shots never rose after they 
touched the ground, and none bounded so often as .they would othe.iv 
wise. have done; and the shells frequently buried themselves, and, w.hea 
they exploded, threw up the rnud like a fountain. . ■ 

This continued for about one lioiir, .though. Buonaparte would make 
m believe that the French cavair}\ had stood their ground in these tre- 
inencious circumstances for i/i^ee hours— a ' ma.nifest impossibility. The 
fact, as it did. occur, is sufficiently surprizing, ..for the French cavalry 
wereon. thepIfllcfltJ in the .cent.er of the. .British position between the two 
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high roadsj for threfi quarters uf an hours riding about among our 
squares of 'infantry j all- tiring having ceased on both sides® ' It was iio'w 
that the Duke advanced his squares forward to recover and protecttlie 
guns-— he recalled^ to the centre the cavalry which had been detached to 
the tanks, and the French cavalry were at length driven off® After this#' 
^nd' till seven in' the evening, repeated attacks were made along the 
whole front of the centre, so frequent and so close to one another, that 
it was impossible to distinguish them. About noon, Buonaparte made 
a last and desperate effort to force the left of the centre of the^ British 
army near La Haye Sainte ; he made it with cavalry and infantry, sup- 
ported by artillery; and the more to encourage the men. he deceived 
both them and their generals. Labedoyere, whom he had made a ge« 
jseral and a count for that treason which has since received its due, but 
not its appropriate punishment, brought a message to Marshal Ney 
from Buonaparte, that Marshal Grouchy had arrived and was attacking 
the enemy ; this intelligeace he spread among the soldiers as he rode 
along the lines. However politic it might have been to raise the spirits 
of the soldiers by this delusion, Ney very naturally expresses his indig., 
nation at discovering that Grouchy was far distant, and that the troops 
who had arrrived were enemies instead of friends. The attack, how« 
ever, was made, and for a few moments, but only for a few, with hope. 
The first brigade of guards advanced to meet the leading division, and 
poured in so well directed a fire as literally for a time to make a chasm 
in it. Ney led the attack : be has disgraced bis country and himself bj 
the most abominable cruelty and the most aggravated treason; but on 
this day he performed all that could be required from a soldier and a 
general, and he says that officers and men displayed the greatest intre- 
pidity. General Friant fell by his side, his own horse was killed, and 
he fell under it. This would have been too honourable a death for the 
Marshal Prince of Moskwa, who might fitly superadd the name of Is- 
cariot to his titles. He, however, who knew that if there were to be 
any punishment inflicted for the foulest crimes, he himself must stand 
in the first rank of offenders, did not shrink from danger ; sword in 
hand, he remained on foot; and he appeals to those who survived ‘the 
battle, if he- was not among the last to quit the scene of carnage® This 
attack had- been made with what was called the middle guard— the- 
young guard was on the, right with Lobau— the old guard, hitherto un-. 
touched, was in reserve at the bottom of the ascent up which the middle 
guard charged— when the latter were routed, aery, say the 'French ac- 
counts, was heard, All is lost, the Guard is- beaten:’’ this seemsm- 
tiiral, and is probably true : and when the^ remains of the middle guard 
in their flight threw themselves into the ranks- of the old guard, it was 
impossible but that some disorder must have ensued,' even in tlie- ranks 
of those tried veterans. 

Blucher, as well as Ney,-had been apprized of Grouchy’s movementt; 
but .more truly. About six o’clock -he was informed that Thielmaii'hai 
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teen attacked by a superior' force^ and that' they vs?ere disputing pos«« 
ssessioii of the towti. This intelligence did .not disturb the veteran ge-« 
neral : he well knew that the battle must be decided at Waterlooj, not at 
Wavre ; any thing which might happen there was of little moment, aini 
lie therefore steadily puraiiec! his course. At half past seven the whole 
of Borstefs corps and part of Buiow’sbad successively come up, andnt 
this time it was that evident Buonaparte’s attack upon the British — the 
last effort of fury and despair — had failed, Ziethen’s first column at 
this time also arrived on the enemy’s right flank near the village of 
Snioulien, and instantly charged. As the Prussians past our left 
coliiiiins in their advance, they cheered them with that exultation which 
the deteriiiioatioii and sure Impe of conquering inspired, and all their 
bands played God save the King, Wellington perceiving their move-^ 
inenfs, and seeing the confusion of the enemy, took that great and de- 
cisive step which has crowned his glory and saved Europe. He ad- 
vanced with the^ greatest celerity the whole line of his infantry, sup- 
ported by the cavalry and artillery ; he put himself at the head of the 
Foot Guards, spoke a few words to them, which were answered by a ge- 
neral hurrah^ and then, he himself guiding them on, the attack was 
made at all points, and in every point with the most perfect success® 
The Prussians soon after rushed forward on the enemy’s right, at the 
pas de chargey and made their attack under the most favourable cir- 
cumstances; their troops descended into the plain and formed into bri- 
gades in the greatest order, and fresh bodies continually unfolded 
themselves, issuing from the forest ou the height behind. Even if the 
British army had not repulsed the enemy, assailed him, and already 
driven him to flight, this movement of the Prussians ivould have been 
decisive; it must have forced the French to retire ; if they had suc- 
ceeded in their eflbrts against Lord Wellington, it would have prevented 
them from proflfing by the success, but being made at a moment when 
the British had secured the victory, it rendered that victory complete 
beyond all expectation, all hope, almost it might be said beyond all 
foriner example. Same qni pent was the cry in Buonaparte’s' army. , 
A total rout cannot 'be more fully acknowledged than it is by his o'wu 
account. “ A complete panic,” he says, ‘‘ spread at once through the 
whole field' of battle — the men threw themselves in the 'greatest disor- 
der on the line of comiBiinication— -soldiers, cannoneers, caissons, all 
pressed to this point ; the old guard which was in reserve was infected, 
and was itself hurried along. In au' instant the whole army was iio-» 
lliii'ig but a mass of confusion;' all the soldiers of all arm,s were mixed 
petl-meil, and it was utterly impossible to rally a single corps. The 
enemy, who perceived this astonishing confusion, 'immediately attacked 
with their cavalry, and increased the disorder,'and such was the confusion 
owing to'' night co.mingon, that it was impossible to rally the troops and 
point out to the.iii' their error. Thus 'a battle which had teen .terminated, 
a day of 'false "ttia.riiceu?res which had hferi 'rectiied,, the greatest succefel 


m . THE, ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE^ [Fe». 

’wliicln been ensured for the next day, all .were lost by:a moment of 
panic terror.” There is an unfortunate grammatical error in this part 
of the statement;' Buonaparte speaks of all tliese things .in, the 
perfeeiMm tense, whereas he should have used the imperfeet. The sen-, 
teiiee, hO'Wever, which thus speaks of a battle that was terrainaled before 
it was over, and of success which was certain but never came to pass, is 
■yet of material value in one point of view, forbere he distinctly states 
that the previous false manoeuvres had been rectified, and thus coni pi etely 
contradicts his own prior assertion that the loss of the battle was occasioned 
by the premature advance of the cavalry of reserve, 

Buonaparte's station during the battle had been upon the Charleroi 
road at thC', hamlet of La Belle Alliance, a little io the right of the' 
middle of the French position. In the early part of the day he had 
reconnoitred the ground, and directed the movements from a sort of 
scaifolding, observatory, or telegraph, which had been erected for some 
ichnographical purposes; but he afterwards seems to have remained 
personally at La Belie Alliance, — There, sayes General Gneisenaii, he 
gave his orders; there he flattered himself with 4he hopes of victory, 
and there bis ruin was decided. Towards this flirm, which, because of 
its elevated situation, was visible from every side, the march of all the 
Prussian columns was pointed ; and there, when night had closed in, 
and the rout of the enemy was complete, Blucherand Wellington met 
in the pursuit and congratulated each other as victors. In commemora- 
tion of the alliance then subsisting between the British and Prussian 
nations, of the union of the two armies, and their confidence in each 
other, Bliicher desired that the battle should bear the name of La Belle 
Alliance. The British general, finding himself on the same road with 
this excellent veteran, left the pursuit to him, on- account of the fatigue 
of the British troops, who had then been twelve hours in action, and 
who were by no means fresh when the day began. Blucher assured 
Lord Wellington that he wmuld follow the enemy through the night ; 
tie assembled all the superior ofiPicers, and gave orders to send the last 
horse and the last man in pursuit, — welcome orders, and obeyed as 
heartily as they were given. The British army then halted, formed on 
the kill, and gave the Prussians three cheers as they passed ; a moment 
which all who were present will remember as having given them the 
sublimest emotion of their lives. The pursuit could not have. been 
delivered over .to better hands; the enemy had deserved no mercy from 
the Prussians, and they found none. Both on this day, indeed, and on 
the 1 6 th, the conduct of the French had been brutal,. An English en^ 
sign, a youth of seventeen, being takeit in the . first action, was Jed to 
Buonaparte, who asked him, if he thought he could, overtake; the,, .B.ritis.Ii 
army before they embarked ,, for England I, this youth was sent to the 
rear of the French troops, where he was stripped .'almost naked,, and 
severely beaten' when he remonstrated ; and, .when: ..a't.. length . getting 
sight of, the general who commanded the divisioii| he claimed his'.prof 
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tectioii asa Britis'li officer, tlie rullan answered, ‘‘We will treat you all 
in tlie same manner®” 'Tlieir lancers speared many prisoners in cold 
Blood ; and wlien one of our most lamented officers received a wonod 
and fell senseless, aod probably dead, from his boxse, a. Frenchman 
fitept out and beat bis bead with the butt end of a musket Thus in- 
solent, thus brutal, thus inhuman in success, they were equally treacle 
rous arid abject in defeat; many threw down their arras and.surreii- 
derecl, then, watching their opportunity, took them up again and fired 
at those who had spared them. Some of these villains were deservedly 
sabred ; and the Prussians, during the night, took ample vengeance foi 
their loss on the Idtli, and for the cruelties which the French then 
exercised* 

The confusion of this root is represented as ludicrous by those who 
witnessed it, when' they recollect it apart from its horrors. One letter 
says, ‘‘ we were among infkntry, imperial guards, aad others with large 
fur caps, who were throwing down their arms, and many of them roar- 
ing Pardon / on their knees.” “ Our brigade,” says another, “ darted 
into a medley ol lancers, cuirassiers, infantry, dragoons, guns, fcc.— 
such a scene ! l ean hardly help laughing at the recollection® Tiiej 
were fairly cowed »great hulking cuirassiers, galloping as hard, as they" 
could, tumbling off to save themselves.” The strength and stature of 
these men which made them so formidable in battle, the moment they 
were tainted with fear made them appear contemptible ; the very ad ran* 
tages upon which they prided themselves in their courage, making cow- 
ardice more conspicuous. Here were to be seen cavalry throwing them- 
selves off their horses in the hope that they might better evade pursuit 
on foot; and in another place the foot soldiers were dismounling the 
cavalry that they might mount and ride off themselves. At Salamanca 
night and darkness saved the F reach after their defeat ; but the moon 
rose upon the field of La Belle Alliance, and in broad moonlight the 
Prussians kept up the chace. The French were now' routed beyond re- 
demption 9-«-the road, says General Gneisenau, resembled the sea shore 
after some gr«t shipwreck ; it was covered with ■cannon, caissons, car- 
riages, baggage,, arms, and wreck of every kind. Those of the enemy 
who were foremost in the flight, and did not expect to be So promptly 
pursiie'Cl, attempted to repose for a time,’— presently the Prussians were 
upoii them, and thus they were driven from more than nine bivouacs. In 
some villages they seemed to recover 'courage when beholding only their 
own iiumber%, and made a .shew of maintaining themselves,—- but when 
they heard -the beating of the Prussian drums, or "the sound of the Prus- 
sian trumpet, the blast of which was as dreadful as if it. summoned them 
to the Last Judgment, their panic •returned, and they renewed their 
light, or ran into the houses, , where they . were cut down or made pri- 
toners. Eight hundred of tlieir bodies were found lying here, where 

they had siifFered themselves (it .is a German who speaks) to be cut 
dow-ri li.ke cattle.” General Duchesrae, who .-commanded the rear-guard, 
.V .Yot. IV. No. ■ . . . 
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fell in this place. A black hussar of the Duke of Brunswick’s corps 
sacrificed liiiii to bis master’s memory. The Duke fell yesierdayf’ 
said the Braiiswicker; and thou shalt also bite the dust;” and sosay* 
iog he cut him down. 

. ^ The' British army on the preceding day had experienced the inconve- , 
iiience of crossing the narrow bridge at Genappe, though theirs was a 
leisure movement, made iii excellent order, and with the spirits, of the" 
men unchanged. The French had now to cross it in the utmost confa«»„ 
sion of haste and terror. Buonaparte, whose first thought in danger 
had been how to secure his own personal safety, rode off with his staff, 
and a Walloon peasant who lived, near La Belie Alliance, whom he, or-® : 
dered to guide him by a bye-road, to Charleroi. There is a bridge over 
the Dyle at a village not far.ffom Genappe ; Lacoste, being perhaps' as 
much confounded by the events of the day as the Emperor Napoleon 
liimself, and somewhat also by the company in which he found himself 
enlisted, did not remember this bridge, so he led the runaway Emperor 
to Genappe; where the waggons were wedged sixteen deep upon the 
causeway, and they were an hour and a half before they could make 
way through the press, Buonaparte effected his flight through this town 
about half an hour after midnight. The fugitives made their last at- 
tempt at rallying here ; they entrenched themselves with cannon and 
overturned carriages, and commenced a brisk fire of musketry when the 
Prussians approached some cannon shot, followed by a loud hiirrali, 
sufficed to frighten away all thought of further resistance ; and the flight, 
and pursuit were continued with increased fear on the part of the ene- 
my, and unrelenting ardour on the part of the conc|uerors, Buonaparte’s 
carriage with his hat and sword, and papers, and the insignia of all his 
orders, were found at Genappe. Flis travelling library also was taken, 
consisting of nearly 800 volumes, in six chests : among these books were 
a French Flomer, a French Ossian, the Bible, and the Pucelie of Vol- 
taire ! The spoils which were lying along , the road tempted the Prus- 
sians and abated their speed, otherwise, it is said, that scarcely a. man of 
the beaten army could have escaped ; as it was, the pursuit was not 
given over during the , night. The loss of the enemy was great, even 
beyond that at Leipsic ; they stopt not in their flight till they had passed 
all their fortresses; the- allied, armies passed them also, and, when Buo- 
naparte, after Im vhig excited the F.rench armies to rebellion, and led 
them- for the third tirne tu destruction, "reached the capital, he brought 
with him tidings. of this total and irreparable defeat, ' and that Blucher 
and Vveilington were on' the way , to Paris ! 

.The French army .were never more skilfully directed., thal:l.^i^ ..this me- 
morable action, and never had they fought so well. They bad, indeed, 
..every motive of which -such 'meirure susceptible, for exerting themselves 
to the utmost "the p.ride. of former victories, shame and indignation" 
for late defeats, and the., bitterest hatred of the enemies to whom they 
were opposed ,"--i'rations .whom- had wronged, and outraged, and in* 
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fiiiltecis aiici despised ; and bj whom they had been beaten and linmblecl 
and forgiven* Only by success could they justify to their own country 
jneii tlie lUKlacloiis eiiterprize in which they were engaged ; only by,,, suc- 
cess could they legitimate the government of the usurper for whom they 
had forsworn themselves only by success could they hope to .escape 
the penalties of treason and rebellion. , Victory would give them every 
lliiog ;-«.tlieir. ol<| siip.remac}v their old renown, their old days of iiisti-. 
tary license, of rapine and free- quarters would be restored their leader 
had told them that the moment was arrived for every Frenchman who 
liacl a heart to conquer or to perish. And it might have been thought 
that in this instance he would have acted up to his professions ; that how- 
ever he might, on former occasions, have braved public opinion by fly- 
ing from his armies hi their iitiiiost need, he wouhl now at least have 
played the mao, and perished bravely in the ruin which be had brought 
iipon liiriiseif and his adherents. But Buonaparte’s ' spirit has nothing 
of the heroic character, — the love of life with him is stronger even than 
llie love of empire — he clings to tlie carcass like a shipwrecked sailor 
to a plank in the ocean, because, like the sailor, he knows into what an 
abyss he must sink when that miserable hold can no longer be maiiitaioecL 
He was therefore among the foremost in the flight .Marshal. Ney as- 
sures us that before the end of the battle he had disappeared, — but the 
soldiers performed their part better; it was not until the defeat was irre- 
parable that they fled, and til! every effort of skill and courage and fury 
and despair had been exhausted. The British troops were no novices in 
war,*— yet they who had witnessed the bloody conflict at Albuhera, and 
the murderous assaults at Ciudad. Rodrigo, B'adajoz,and St. Sebastian’s, 
lever beheld such slaughter as at Waterloo. The loss of the British and 
Hanoverians there and on the 16th amounted to not less than 13,000' men,' 
aiicl. 750 officers,— a proportion which evinces how obstinate and perilous 
must have been thC' conflict ; — of these more than two-thirds must have 
iallen at Waterloo. ' The' Prussian loss we have no grounds for comput-*- 
iiig ; at Waterloo it could not have been great, because they were scarcely 
engaged before Zietheifs arrival, consummated the defeat ..of the enemy. 
On the side of Wavre, wliere Thielman was attacked by Grouchy and 
Yaiidamuie with superior force, it must have been greater, — the wdiole 
loss of the. Prussians, ifom the commencement of the campaign till their 
triumphant cmtraiice into Paris, has been officially stated at 58,000. 
But the loss of tlie French in the last great battle and the rout exceeded 
that of all the allies in the whole .campaign twice told, A wide and 
sweeping destruction overtook . them,— -a vengeance as signal their 
c;riiiies. Many of the prisoners had been 'at Leipsic— but this they said 
\vm iiiiich worse,— mmmes cmiw, was their remark, Blucher’s 
expression in his first dispatch was, the , whole 'FreniCh army was in a state 
of perfect dissolutioo. Even this was not hyperbolical ; their bagga^, 
equipage, tumbrils, artille.ry, the whole of what, is called the matermL 
ivere taken,— *tliey began ,, the day 1 6O3OOII strongs and by their own 
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accouiitj wlieo the wreck of the army had collected and. united with 
Grouchy’s corps, they did not amount to 60,000 ! 

The state of the field of battle is too dreadful for description®, , Let 
us rather relate such facts as are honourable to our nature, and mitigate 
and relieve these horrors. It has been said in 'the French papers that 
the British' soldiers exerted themselves to form^ litters and carry off the 
wounded French from the field. Some of our wounded who had still 
the use of their limbs, employed themselves in binding up the wounda 
of their .enemies, and administering to^ their wants : and in Brussels peo-- 
ple of the first rank attended the wounded night and' day. And it marks 
ill the most gratifying manner the good conduct of the British army- 
while quartered in Brussels previously to the battlej, that the inhabitants 
sought with the greatest anxiety among the wounded for their former 
guests, and took them to their houses and care as old friends^ It marks 
too the character of the different nations, that among the pillage of 
the dead, French novels are enumerated, (we know of what descrip- 
tion !) and German testaments. The enemy’s cannon was brought 
triumphantly into Brussels, ornamented with ribbands and flowers % some 
bore the cypher of Louis XVL, others had the words Liberty and Equa- 
lity, the greater number had the mark of Napoleon. The joy of the 
Belgians may well be conceived; however averse they might be to the 
arrangement which united them to the Dutch, — a Catholic to an heretical 
peoplej,*— nothing could be so desirable in its immediate effects as such 
a victory, which saved them from the license of Buonaparte’s army, hia 
contributions and his conscriptions, and relieved them at the same time 
from the presence of the allied armies. They were flattered also by the 
part which they had born in the success, and the manner in which the 
Prince of Orange had signalized himself: he had behaved with distinc- 
tion in Spain, and had now added to his former renown, — but not with- 
out receiving a severe wound. Throughout the north of Germany, 
wherever the heavy hand of France had been felt, (and whither had it 
not extended ?) the people exulted as much now when their deliverance 
was secured, as they had done in the preceding war, when it was first 
obtained. At Hamburg, it is said, such universal joy had never been 
displayed as when the news of the victory arrived : a public thanksgiving 
was appointed, a collection in the churches was made for the sufferers, 
and on the day which had been thus set apart for the duties of religion 
and charity, the tomb of Klopstock was restored, which Davoust had 
thrown down, as if in hatred toward the senseless dust of him who had 
endeavoured to. make thevGermans feel as a nation, and to keep alive 
in them the love of' freedom and of their country., 
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WITTEM BY OFFK^ERj^ DIJRINC} THE SEVERAL CAMPAIGNS 
IN PiiirrUG AL AND SPAIN, 

AEIiANiSEB AfCORBlNU TO THE CAMFAIGNS. 


The Jhi liming Coliect ion oj' I^ei firs will he: duly valued hy gar Readers^ a$ being 
fufiiii/ €riginai eotemporamms documents^ written at the limey and on the spotyoftke 
sevtmi C'ampaigus. They are arranged in distinct packets according as they belong 
■so different Campaigns. Thus the Jirst Packet is ewfe7?</erf,-<«LETTERS durin© The 
Campaign oe isoS; and m the value of this kind of document depends upon 
milheniiciti/y at the end of every Packet is added the name of the officer by whom ilm 
Zeifers were wriiten. And where the whole of the Letters are not by one Wriiety but 
are miermLredy ike intermixed letters are signed with the name of the Writer, 
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LETTER I. 

OportOy May V3y IS 11, 

After a series of operations, conducted with the utmost rapidity and attended 
with the happiest success, terminated by an achie%'eraeiit second to none recorded 
in the page of history, either for boldness of conception or the promptitude with 
which it was carried iuto execution, Sir Arthur Wellesley, ou the I2th of BTayt 
obtained possession of this iraportant city. 

The following is a detail of the movements of the British from the hour of their 
leaving Coimbra, until the auspicious moment, when Lieutenant-General Paget 
with a handful of men, made good the passage of the Douro in the face of a for- 
midable enemy, 

On the moriiiiig of the 8th instant, Lieutenant-General Payne, with the brigades 
of cavalry and Infantry, under the command of Afajor-Generals Cotton and HilS„ 
marched frons Coimbra, the latter byway of Aviero, at which place the infantry was 
to embarli for Ovar, and turn the enemy’s right by the road ou the sea-coast. 

The first and immediate object of the commander in chief, was to dispossess tim 
enemy of Oporto ; and while the principal force was employed in the attack upon 
the main body of the French in that city, Marshal Beresford was directed to pro- 
ceed with his division by Lainego on the Upper Bouro, and cross the river at that 
point, for ihe purpose of diverting the enemy’s attention. 

On the folIow'iHg day, the brigadeof Guards, with those of Brigadier-Generals 
Sontag, A. Campbell, and Cameron, advanced from Coimbra with the whole of the 
artillery and stores attached to them. Brigadier-General Cameron took the road 
of Aviero; the Guards halted about three o’clock at Familicoa, and the other two 
bridges occupied Malheada and adjacent villages in the rear. , 

May the 10tb.L.The inarch of the troops was resumed at day-light; and, at two 
o’clock, the head of the column arrived upon the bridge over the Vouga, General* 
Payne and Cotton with the cavalry, and Colonel Trant with, the Portuguese under 
Ills cotninand, , Irad passed the .river late on the preceding evening, and early this 
TOorniisg drove In the advanced posts of the enemy . who, after making a short 
resistance^ retreated on the road to Oporto pursued by, the- British. , The Honour- 
able Major Lincoln Stanhope was wounded in the arm by a sabre in charging the 
enemy with a squadron of his regiment, the idth light Bragoons, At six o’clock, 
the Guards halted in the miserable village of Albegaria Nova, where ihe French 
had converted the dwellings of the Inimbitaats into- stables* ' 
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Bi’ay tbe i itb.— “Much dcpcniVuig on tbe rapidity of movement, tbe Guards were : 
again underarms at an early hour; and having: halted to refresh themselves from 
ten o'clock until noon In the small town of Fenbieros, about five in the evening 
they arrived at St. Antonia de Arifaiia, the head quarters of the reserve for the 
night' — twenty-four miles from Oporto, The pursuit of the enemy had been co!iti« 
Bued by Genera! Payne to a position, the heights of Grigon, about three leagues, ■ 
from that city, whence a reinforcemeht was - sent by Blarshal Soiilt, making their 
numbers amount to nearly five thousand men. Upon this body a spirited attack 
■ v/as made by Brigadier-General R. '.Stewart, and Major-General Blurray, by a 
well conducted raoveraent with a brigade of the King's German Legion turned the 
left flank of the enemy; who, in retreating, was' charged by two squadrons of the 
l6lh and 20th .Dragoons, under Blajor Blake, led on by Brigadier-General llie ho- 
nourable C. Stewart, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Delancey, Captain -BIelliali, and 
Captain Dashwoocl. The advance of the British took np a poultioa mi the liill 
beyond Carvalhos, withm iwo short leagues of Oporto. 

. The brigade of Generals A. Campbell and Sontag, which halted yesterday ii 
Albegnria Velha, were this evening quartered ill Pealieiros. 

The faintest tints of dawn appeared in the horizon as .the Guards quitted their 
cantonments yesterday to advance. ' The intelligence of the preceding evening had 
led the troops to expect an ’'immediate meeting with the enemy; but it was now 
learnt that he had retired with considerable |irecipitatioti, during the night, and 
destroyed4be bridge of boats across the Donro. The troops continued to-advance 
and entered Villa Nova da Porto' about two o’clock, when tliey bad the satisfaction 
of finding that a part of the army had already crossed the river in boats, assisted 
by the Portuguese, notwithstanding the vigilance of the French sentries, 'and were 
at that inom'eiit engaged with tbe enemy, ' 

:From"the Sierra Convent, situated on the south bank of the Do'uro, the Com» ■ 
maoder of the forces had observed th'e Freneh retlring to a height immediately 
above the city,, and With , the intention of cutting ofi’thtir reaT-guard, lie .pushed 
three companies , of the Buffs across the river, under Lieutenant-General Paget^ 
who was directed, in the .event of being pressed, to throw himself into a-coBvent^ 
which the enemy could not ' approach' without being exposed to a distructive lire 
from some guns advantageously placed in- the gardens of the convent. The resuli:. 
happened as Sir Arthur 'Wellesley had foreS'Sen. ' The enemy’s columns, on observe 
ing the movements of the British, descended from the height to re-enter Oporto ; 
but by this' time Major-General Hill had crossed the Douro with his brig'ade, which .he 
was enabled to effect with great celerity by the unremitting and voluntary exertions 
of the Portuguese in navigating ", the boats. ■ Nearly at the same moment a squadron 
4f 'the I'lth Ligh t Dragoons, under .Major Hervey, and two pieces of artillery, were 
got over,, and Bfajor-General Murray,- who had, pas.sed the river, a few ii 3 i.iles above, 
with a battalion' .of the King’s German Legion, appeared ©n the .Ief,i flank of the 
enemy, who found him-self .compelled to retire, but took up, a .more advantageous 
position, where he seemed: determined to make a stand. The Guards now received 
orders to advance, and were. embarked as they reached the Dourojunderthesuper- 
intendauce, ,of .Colone.! . Dotikin,' ' with the most perfect regularity. Alt.hough 
harassed by' a. fatiguing. march .of 'upwards of eighty mile.s. in four days, over a 
most difficult country,. yet no. sooner, were they formed on the opposite shore, than 
' the whole began to run up the steep .streets of Oporto, and continued their exertions 
until the head of.tlie, colum-n was .ordered to halt. .; . In passing along, 'the, brigade 
was cheered with repeated shouts of Fivci litgkzesy by the inhabitants, who hailed 
.the British as., their . deliverers', ■ The 'sntiiks of : the' young ladies at the balconieSj, 

, their white handkerchiefs vrav-ing as the: -troops approached, and the prayers of the 
aged, accompaii.ied "with' tears, -for their .success, formed a most interesting- sc.e»e. 
The way was somewhat -obstructed. -by 4116 artillerj and waggons of amnsunitioii 
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winch the enemy liticl abaiitloiiCHi In his retreat. ' Amid these Jay the bodies of 
tliij (lead ajitl woiindal Freoclimeu, already stripped by the Portuguese^ and 

cxiilbitsng a iiiost painful sight. 

'ihe iMigaile lunl only halted a hw minuieg, ^dien a considerable oiimherof 
rliieily woiiiKhid, were brought io, and the enemy, wlio at first jisade 
a ,sia;w of miiiiitainiiig his position, Ending himself pressed on both flanks, 
rt'liml in great «:o!ifusiori, after a. spirited 'charge of the 14fli Pragoons by 
Jdiijor l'lervt‘}j towards the hill of Valongo, about a league in front There 
the commander of the forces determined on teving him for the night, satisfied 
■vdlfi the advantages he liad already obtained. The French must have suffered 
coiisidenibly in the action, but on the side of the- British the loss was trilling, 
coiriparecl %vtth the !l■ilporl^llice of the victory - they had gained, whicli in less 
ti'iari three iicnirs liiicl glrea them possession of Oporto, the second city in the 

Jfciiig'doni. 

After reiiiairiiog a -short time on the ground, the British marched into 
i'luai'ters, ami ivere received by the inhabitants in tire most hospitable miiuner. 

iMarsIiid Soiilt was completely -surprised in Oporto, and consequently had 
Made no arrangemenfs Ibr the removal of his sick, of 'whom above a thousand 
were found in the liohpilals. it certainly was in his contemplation to evac-iiate 
Fortiigal, his army having been considerably diminished by sickness j but this 
he meant to put in execution at his leisure, conceiving hii'uself perfectly, secure 
by the , destruction of the bridge 5 and -Loison had been detached towards 
Amarante to oppose the progress of Marshal Beresford in that direction* 
Kotliing -could exceed tl'ie astonishment and distress of the French Chief, on 
being assured tliat tlie British were actually crossing the Donro, and this bold 
inovement was equally unexpected -on the part of the Portuguese. 

The conduct of Marshal Sosdt must be considered as the best eulogiuni on 
the merits of this enterprise, as he is universally acknowledged to be one of the 
fceit officers in Buonapartefs service, and as such, is- said to enjoy- a coasiderabi- 
portion of his niasteFs esteeirn 


LETTER 11. 

Tramsa^ on the Northern Frontier Foriiiffal, Mm/ IQthf 
Tue exertions -of the army for several days succeeding the capture of Oporto^ 
were urt remitting, and of the most fatiguing description. -. ■ 

The bridge -over the Dave having 'been repaired, on the 14th instant the 
l 6 tfi Light Dragoons, the brigade of Guards and Brigadier-General Cameron’s, 
advanced to ¥illa Nova de Fa'iiiilicoa, on the road to Braga, witli the intention 
of cutting O'ff Marshal Sonit’s retreat by -that direction into Spain. On the 
march' it was understood that the -commander of the forces had received in- 
ibri'iiat ion from Marshal Beresford, of his having defeated General Loison, near 
the bridge of Amarante, and that he was pursuing the fu^itivostowards Chaves. 

Next day the column reached Braga about noon. ■ Marshal Soult had taken 
lip a position at the distance of a league and. .a. half, and was supposed to 
meditate an attempt at pushing through the. city in th-e night, with a view of 
gelling into the road to Tiiy and Faience. About two in the morning, the 
French drove in the out piquets ; but this, was merely a feint, as imme^liately 
l^ftcrwards they continued their route towards the frontiers. ' At four the colunm 
inarched j and although the rain on this and tire two 'preceding days was nearly 
iricespriti yet the spirits of the troops were -kept up by the hope of overtaking 
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the flying foe. This hope was partly verifled; for about six in the eyeiiing the 
enemy was discovered by the advance,, posted in the village^and adjacent 
heights of Salamond^. Lieutenant-Colonel Fuller, of the Coldstream Guards, 
commenced the attack with the Light Infantry of the brigade, which would, 
have been followed up by the whole division ; but on the approach of night the 
French fled, after sustaining a trifling loss. As it continued to rain rluriog the ' 
might, and no cover could be obtained, the troops were in a most uncomfortable 
situation, only to be equalled by that of the defeated enemy. Next morning 
(the 17tb) several prisoners were taken in the woods, and a considerable 
quantity of baggage was^ found. It was now discovered that the French had 
been enabled to retire, by the left, over a small bridge, which only admitted the 
passage of one at a time. The armed peasantry had been directed to oppose 
the enemy at this point, but, unfortunately, some Swiss troops, cloathed in red, 
under the command of General Reynaud, being mistaken for British, were 
permitted to cross, and by the dispersion of the Portuguese, the remains of the 
rear-guard were enabled to effect their escape, but many fell over the precipice* 
in the darkness of the night, and were drowned in the river Cavedo, which 
was considerably swelled by the late rains. 

About noon the column moved forward, and at dusk halted in the village 
of Ruvaens, without seeing any thing of the enemy. This place aflbrded very 
indifterent accommodation, and there was no possibility of bringing forward 
wine for the troops, the advance being much too rapid, and the roads so bad as 
to preclude the carriage over this mountainous district. 

On the 18th the army marched at daybreak, and in the course of a few hours 
the British found themselves again in the track of the enemy, wh© had burnt 
several villages in his retreat. A number of men and horses lay dead in the 
roads, as the French destroyed all the animals wihch, from weakness, were un- 
able to proceed, to prevent them from falling into the hands of the British* 
At three in the afternoon the column, consisting of a brigade of Artillery, the 
l6th Light Dragoons, the Guards, a brigade of the King’s German Legion* 
and Brigadier-General Cameron’s, was halted for about an hour witliin two 
leagues of Montalegre, the frontier town of Portugal. The several corps were 
then cantoned in the adjoining villages, wdiich they found deserted by the in- 
habitants. Strong parties of French cavalry had visited them in the inoriilng, 
and carried oif all the bread and wine they could fled. 

This morning the British remained in their quarters, it being ascertained 
that M. Soult had entered Gal licia with the remains of his army. Majors 
X Murray, with his Aid-de-Camp,^witnessed the retreat of the enemy from, 
Montalegre 5 his columns marched slowly, and appeared to be in great distress. 


(I'o h contimisdj^ 
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OFTII15 PUBLIC AND 'PEI?Y^^ LIFE OF FREDERIC' OF PRUSSIA, 
fConikiued fmm page 14Q.J 

Frederk in Ms primte and domestic Life. ^ 

Flir^DEEI’C was tweritj-eight .y^ars and foar months old when 
lie succeeded to the crown^ for he was bora on ilie .24th of January 
171 U a«d William died the SIst of May 1740, The new nionareh in- 
trusted the care of the obsequies of his father to the Baron cle PoeJnitz, 
hini to pay the strictest attention, to the commaods contained 
in the will of the king' in .this res,pect, even to the quantity and quality 
of the wine he had ordered to be given to the persons who should com-* 
pose the procession.. For liimself, eager to enter upori bis new vocaiiotv 
he could tliink of nothing but the aO’airs of his state; hej however^ 
soon felt the necessity of entering upon them with method and deli«» 
Iseratiom Fortunately* he had acquired the conviction* that each day 
bringing its iiidsspensible oecopationj the tirst and most essential 
was to rnakesiH'h arrangements as precluded the necessity of deferring 
till tomorrow what should be done immediately ; n.or less so, that to dq^ 
a great deal, and do it well, no means can be more effeetifal than the 
most rigid order, founded on the mass -and nature of our occupations: 
lie accordingly came to the resolution of rising habitually at four in the' 
iTiorniog, and to ap|>ropriate tlie hours of the day in the following man- 
I'ler he ordered his attendant* to awake him at the time prescribed ; 
but he was by nature a great sleeper, and it was not without consider- 
able d if! cult y that he had taken the habit of rising between five and 
six at Rheiiisberg; so that at first it answered but little imrpose that 
his attendants awoke him at four, as he did not fail again to elmt hi* 
eyes and sleep for another hour at least. , It is easily conceived that on 
these occasions he was much out of humour, and that he reproved and 
threatened his attendants. But what was to be done ? Was he not the 
Bailie king who at four had sent them away, or begged them to let hina 
alone ? At length the king became sensible, that no one w^as to blame 
hut himself, and that none but violent mea.us would remedy the in- 
convenience : he therefore ordered the person who was to awake him, 
on pain of serving as a common soldier for life, to apply a towel dipped 
in cold water to his face every morning at four o’clock. In this manner . 
lie contracted the habit of rising early, which he preserved till he was 
sixty years of age. At this period he left off playing on the flute, hav- 
ing lost several of his teeth; and from that time his private concerts, 
from six to seven in the evening, were almost wholly discontioued, which 
gaining for him a daily portion of time, enabled him to rlae an hour Iater»' 

1 scarcely ticfcd observe, that he was sometimes obliged by eirconi- 
fitances to infringe on the regular distribution of his time. For example, 
the entertainments given on gr«/ut events,' the jauraies lie wm obliged lo* 
snake, and the annua! review of hisdroops, m.eecsBarily changed- for the 
VoL. IV. No. ■' $ N 
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time the order of his arrangements* In this manner it was tliatj liaviog 
sent for me’ one evening before six o’clockj he cast his eye suddenly on 
a time-piecej and 'said, It wants, Sir, but a quarter to seven o’clock ; 

I have a letter to write, and shall be in bed by seven, as i must be up 
at one, aud on the plain of Temploff before tliree : I will see yon again 
to-morrow if 1 have time. Good evening to you for the present.” Ihig 
was the evening previous to .his first day’s review of his army at Berlin* 

Isay nothing' of Frederic’s manner of dressing. His ordinary habit 
was to put on his clothes the moment he was put of bed ; that is to say, 
he pot on his boots; his curls, toupet, and queue, occupying no more 
than two or three minutes, and twoor three in addition served to com«. 
pletehis dress. He used neither slippers nor dressing-gown. I never saw 
him more than three or four times in coloured coats, and these were old 
and simple in their form: and perhaps as many times in a sort of 
wrapping gown made of printed cotton; but this he never wore but 
when severely indisposed, and on such occasions bis hat and boots never 
failed to be added. 

When bis dressing was finished, a page brought him a basket of let- 
ters to his address. He employed the time till eight o’clock in reading 
them, carefully examining the seal of each, to see if it was entire; for he 
suspected, and not without reason, that the cabinet secretaries some- 
times opened and suppressed letters, the contents of which they feared 
might be injurious to themselves. From this practice he became per- 
fectly acquainted with the diflPerent seals of families of distinction, and 
even with those of private individuals : and this enabled him to dispense 
'with the trouble of opening such letters as be knew he should not be in- 
clined to answer: the only trouble he gave himseif being to throw 
them into the fire in winter, and to tear them in pieces and leave them 
on his table in summer. 

The letters he opened he afterwards divided into three distinct and 
separate parcels. The first consisted of those that contained solicita- 
tions he intended to grant, and were doubled with the address inward: 
the second consisted of siicli letters as contained solicitations he intended 
to refuse ; these were doubled with the address on the ■ outside : the 
third included all letters respecting which he wished to deliberate or 
' consult with his ministers or others ; these were folded twice instead 
of once. 

About eight o’clock, when' all was'finished, a cabinet secretary entered 
liis room, lor the most part only- one, the, eldest among tbem, he who 
■■was the greatest favourite, 'and for that, reason considered the priocipah 
■' 1 he secretary and the three others, being- in waiting in an adjoining 
■room, e-xamined' the parcels, o’ne after .another "and, ■ while the king 
'breakfasted, called over in a distinct voice the substance of each' letter 
"in- a short phrase of this kind, Such a mie solicits a favour;- and - the 
king dictated wdth the -same conciseness his reply, excepting when some 
further observation was. necessary.- " When, for: example, the letter was 
from a,w,oman, he never -failed to observe, especially if his answer was t© 
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i'te a refusal, She is a woman, ami must he answered with iioliteness*’^ 
Liie seerelary put d»wo witli a Jaugle mark of the pencil the direclioiis 
lie rtjceivedat tl'ie tofrof the letter'; the secretaries' having among them 
II common which each ^ obliged to learn on being invested 

witli this ciflice^ There are two circumstances which sliould not be 
Oiiiittecl in this place ; one was, that tiie king required all letters tha't 
can'ie to him to contain no more than a single page, so as to spare him 
the trouble of tiirniog to the next side, which put him always out of 
limiioiir, for he cared very little about the custom prescribed by fashion 
of leaving wide spaces in letters addressed to superiors. The other cir- 
ciiaistaace was, that every postmaster who forwarded letters to the king 
uecoiiipanied them witll'a sheet of paper, on which sueh letters 'were de« 
■cribed and numbered, together with- the 'address of the persons who had 
written tlieni ; tor these letters wes*c not allowed to be throw'n into, tiie 
coiuraon receiving-bo'x, but were delivered in the office, where the address 
of the persons wl'io wrote them was taken down in writing. These pre- 
cautions had a cloid>le object ; the saving of time, and precluding op- 
portunities of being imposed upon. In the first of these points .Fre- 
deric was, completely suceess'fiil, since no order could be more perlect 
than that he had established : but as to the second, the most he could 
attain to was to be less frequently deceived than other people ; for on 
urgent or important occasions the secretaries still ventured on the suji- 
pressing of letters, which they effected either by altering the post- 
master’s list, or pretending he had omitted to send any, I will 
give a proof of this by relating a private anecdote that came to ray 
knowledge. The king had created twelve appointments for French sur- 
geons to be employed in his array, when he should be engaged in wrar ; 
these places, it may well be supposed, excited the jealousy of the Ger- 
mans, and the cabinet had conceived no less a project than tfiat of be- 
stowing them on twelve German surgeons. One of these places being 
vacant, a young French surgeon, tlieu on his travels at Berlin, wrote two 
successive letters to the king to solicit it, without receiving an answer to 
"either. Tliis |,?erson was introduced to me by some of tuy countrymen ; 
..and to do hiiii what service I could, I dictated for him, under my own 
roof, a third letter to the king ; I sealed ' it with ray own seal, directed 
it with my own hand, and delivered it at the office as if from myself: 
the secretaries not suspectingYhe procedure, the letter reached its desti- 
nation, and the placiJi was obtained the very next day. I had, ’ it must 
be confessed, acted inconsiderately, but the French surgeon mentioned 
nothing of ins two preceding. letters, so no discovery was made ; besides, 
tiie part I took could not but be considered as natural, and devoid of any 
hostile intention ; it might be by chance that' tliis person was induced to 
put his letter into my hands, and that it was directed ' and put into the 
post-office by myself; as he was a countryman, he might be known to. 
me ; in short, every tiling concurred to justify ray, conduct, and the suc% 
ccss still oiore tliaii all the rest, ' 
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■ I return to Frederic’s distribution of his 'time. YYheu the: fafoiirite 
secretary left the king’s cabinet, he. divided, the iiBuiense parcel of letters 
into, four equal parts, and shared shem with his brother secretaries, each 
of whom .proceeded to write replies conformably to the pencilled cypher ; 
nor had they a moment to lose, .for the whole were to .be taken for sig-» 
nature to, his majesty by four in the evening at latest None„oF the se- 
cretaries ever.thought of dining; they took iiothir!g'.thro!jghoiit, the day 
but breakfast, and a soup. in the forenoon, supper being the only meal 
they had time to think- about. They, had, in reality, a basket full of 
answers to, make regularly every day ; these, as well ,as copies of them, 
were all to be executed by their own hand, since no , stranger 'was, ad- 
.iBitted to partake the labour. When the king had signed all the an- 
swers, it still remained for the secretaries to forward them ; in thiss 
however, they were assisted by their clerks, .whose part it was to .fold 
and seal the letters, while it was that of the secretaries to write the ad- 
dress. The reason for this precedence was, that the king did not choose 
to have it known to whom he addressed letters. It should also be ob- 
served, that in signing the letters, the king never failed to read at least 
twenty chosen at hazard out of the number presented him, and if the 
smallest deviation from the directions he bad given appeared, the secre- 
tary whose act it was was sure of being completely ruined. At dve^ or 
a little after, the whole w^as delivered to a courier, who always reached 
Berlin before nine, when all letters in his custody, directed to persons 
residing in that place, were punctually and speedily delivered. Thus, 
if no answer was received on the following day of that in which a letter 
had been addressed to the king, the parties might be sure of not receiv- 
ing any, unless bis solicitation was of a nature to require the advice of 
some minister or head of the administration,’ 

The four cabinet secretaries were, necessarily slaves for life. The 
king required them tp live in. complete solitude : they w^ere no where to 
be seen in public, nor did they receive visitors under their own roof, 
The king, it is true, took care that they should have a convenient house 
wdth a pleasant garden attached- to it^ and .that nothing.should be. waul- 
ing to them with respect to the. comforts of life : . their stipend was forty 
thousand livres per annum. At the same time, no one who could. pos- 
sibly be suspected of being addicted cither to intrigue or indiscretion 
wassidfered to approach them. 1 knew of but one of them who ever 
iiiurried: this was cpunsellor .M'ulier. ■ The - king , in offering him- the 
place said, My .proposa.l requires that you should; sacrifice' yourself to. 
the service of the state.. Examine well if you have the courage. I had 
molved never to employ a married , man in my, cabinet-; I know you 
Imve a;w,ife a.nd' children T-.ain therefore breaking .an important rule in 
your favour ; this J do -.i a consequence of the particular esteem I enter- 
tain ,lor you, and the .firm , persuasion .that neither your wife nor children 
will be allowed to enter your, official cabinet, and, that they will be kept 
in perfect ignorance of . the^' affairs with wliich you, will be .intrusted. Iii 
^.w-ord,,. you, must ever bear in mind that to. serve, me as you -ought, you 
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in ort forget your frierids, and relation*’* M, Muller accepted 

Isecaiwe li€ dared not refuse ; his iiominatioa was the cause, of the pro- 
foiiiideht ufflictiou to his whole family^ who all wept bitterly : so miich. 
were places ol‘this kind held in terror by every one xjot blinded by am- 
Litioii cn* hired by the spirit of intrigue# 

Frederic having dismissed bis secretaries about nine in the mornings 
scot for his first aid-de-camp, who, in most initanees.^ was a general of- 
iicer : .all inatterE. relative to military affairs were concerted betweeu 
tlieiiij, and Frederic gave his orders respecting the discipline of the army ; 
he .appointed officers to such places as were vacant in his regiiBents, and 
provided for every exigency in this important branch of his ad mi oist ration* 
His.akWe-cawp seldom left him without as much employment as ivouki 
till the whole of his time till the following day# The king about tcia 
o'clock frequently exercised his regiment of guards, or some other corps 
in garrison at Potzclara, in person, and this occupation generally de-* 
tained him til! the hour of parade, from whence he returned to dinner ; 
but he as frequently consecrated these two hours to reading, to his lite- 
rary compositions, music, or to writing private letters, that being the 
time ill which almost the whole of his productions, whether in verse or 
ill pro^^e, were composed. He. was commoniy to be seen walking in^ his 
garden, accompanied by three small grey-hound bitches, and followed 
by a page or footman. This was likewise his time for giving ’audience, 
and for any sort of casual occupation : but as he grew^ older he made 
his appearance seldomer at the parade, particularly since the seven 
years’ war. 

At twelve o’clock precisely he sat down to dinner with such guests as 
lie had invited at ten# These consisted, according to circumBtances, of 
literary men, courtiers, generals, and such of the princes of Brunswick 
as happened to be at Fkitsfdariu 

The breakfasts he gave were, for the most part, composed of chocolate 
or fruits; liis dipiiers were extremely well served, for Frederic wai 
i«> less an epicure than a great sleeper# It should at the same time 
be considered, that this meal was also his principal recreatiom from busi- 
ness ; accordingly he always appeared cheerful at table and talked io- 
cessaiitly# When he did not intend to walk in the evening, he prolonged 
this repast till near three o’clock ; but when the weather was hoe, and he 
wished to walk, or he had some study or other occupation in view, he 
confined it to one hour. Buriog the 'dessert, the steward of the kitchen 
laid before him a book of tables and a pencil, and the king wrote in it 
all the articles he chose for the dinner of the following day. He was 
particularly fond of all sorts of piC'S, of, foreign cheeses in high esteem, 
ami sent for them from the most distant countries of Europe. He liked 
all iiis dishes higlily seasoned with spices, even his soups. His ordinary 
.beverage ivas French wines, which he preferred to all others. He some- 
times drank iiotliiisg but champaign mixed.with .water for a long time 
together, aSirmiog that nothing was s.o wholesome and agreeable. He 
Hd twelve cooks^ consisting of CSermans^ Fr^cl%’ Italian^ Euglisb| 
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and Kiisssiansj wlioinul large sularif*;*. They oil foiuid coostaot eoiploj- 
mmit; aids kef^t to liisi N^parate departioeut; and each knew las task. 
The cooks were under tiu* siiperinteudaisee of two sUnvardb of the kitcheiH 
who also were wfcll skilled in the ciilioary art. Tl'ie name of one of 
.tlieii! was Joyard, a laitive of tiie-city ol' Lyons ; that of the others Noel,- 
w!io was II native of Perigueux. Tliese two presided at the sideboard, 
^wliere they appeared in coats- laced with gold* Fot a iiiiiiiber of years 
tlife king allowed each of t!)em a bottle of, wine for eacli meal ; but' this 
ciistmn he at length siipprassedj fro-ro the perstiasion that what was left 
from the dessert was sufficient, I have been witness to the complaint o-f 
Noel on tindiog himself condemiie<l to drink nothing but water in his 
old age, particolarly as, to the most exeeli-ent qiialitiei^, he added that of 
the strictest economy in his department. Joja-rd, wlio was a man of 
more moderate taste, only smiled witliout enm plaining. In fact the two 
stewards, besides handsome salaries, [uid other considerabii:; profits on 
fbcilaily table expentliture. At first Frederic paid tbem a ri'xdollar fo-r 
every dish; afterwards, only twenty gros'-chens ; then sixteen, or a florin ; 
at last he reduced it to lu-df a rix-dollar. This melliod of defraying tlie 
expellees of his talile enabled Ijiiii to dispense willi the minute detail of 
t!ie accounts of lioiisekeepiiig. . On this head 1 must observe that the 
cooks were, furnished gratis, first with as much wood as it was possible 
for them to consume, the company who. supplied it having engaged to 
provide a targe quantity annually for the king, queen, &c. &c.; ' secondly, 
a large supply of the best butter, wliich arrived at stated limes from the 
dairy in Holland, establislied by Wiiliarii the First on tlie llawei, and 
wdiicii was more than four sf|uare lengues of i-ixceifeiit pasturage in ex- 
teiil ; thirdly, a similar adrantag-e as to all sorts of game, the tenants 
ijpon tlie royal estateshaving eontr-acled in tlieir leases for scfudiog a cer- 
tain c|iuiutity of tliose articles to the royal kitchen per week, which was 
regularly convoyed by 'some public vehicle at their ex pence. Thus it 
appears that the stewards Imd to purchase no article of food but butchery's 
ineat, and coiiiiiion sorts of fish, which in that country are extremely 
cheap; all ex tniordi nary or foreign supplies, together with wines, liquors, 
teas, coflee, chocolates, sugars, confectioruiries, and articles for the des- 
»iert, being exclusively paid for -by the king*' 1 have mot included, in 
this statement, vegetables and sundries for culinary uses, which' were 
paid for by the stewutds. Hence it appears that nothing can be more 
fake tliiui the accounts in circulation that Frederic p.aid the expenees of 
his table at so much per head, for this was never in , reality the case* 
Another point of importance should here- be added. The king was 
extremely fond of kenielled fruits, and took care tO' hiJveJiis. table pro*, 
vided with .tlieiii as long as they remained in 8easo,n : some of tliese^were 
constantly placed on tlie brackets in his sitting room, and he frequently 
»te them as he paced up and down fofexercise, and no doubt they con^ 
tributed equally to his health md pleasure. A-s soon as his predilection 
for this kind of fruits was known,- the most considerable gardeners 'erected 
|iDt*liouse% that th^?y might be able to, supply .him with them' at ali.sea^ 
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sons of tlie year* Sornetiraes he purchased them at a hs^h, price : for 
instance^ lie lias been .known to pay a ducat for a cherry ; the same for 
the finca. plums, and otlier fruits; and stili more for pine-apples. This 
l;‘nui of luxury proved extremely useful to the cooritrVj it was the 
ineaiis cf iiitrodiieiiig, bolli at Potzdam and Berlin, and afterward in 
some parts of the adjacent countiy, a' cultivation botli pleasing' and 
salutary in. its, natore, and winch .had previously remained unknown in 
those cii mates, the principal productions of which were turnips, cab- 
bagee, and potatoes. Frederic set the example to his subjects by plant- 
ing a prodigious rinniber of tlie choicest wall-fruit trees, all exposed to 
a south aspect, in his gardens at Sans-Sonci. 

in the afternoon, when the, cabinet secretaries had withdrawn with .the 
signed 'letters, tile king sent for the secietary .of orders, who was for tliC' 
most part charged with the correspondence of the academy, with that to 
the professors of tlie dilTerent schools, the literati, and artists, whether 
natives or otherwise : w lien these different branches furhislied. no other 
employment, tliis interval was devoted to reading and literary com- 
position. 

.At six the concert commeuced, and lasted an liour. Frederic assisted 
on the flute,; and it may be believed that, if lie liappened to break 
the time, his fault was repaired by those who accompanied him, or that 
they imputed to themselves - the blame. However, by degrees, as lie 
lost his teeth, he acquired a lisp that was extremely unfa voura hie to the 
sounds of his flute. 

He was fond of exercising himself in walking after dinner, particularly 
ill the .months of July and August, the time of iris drinking the wa- 
ters. The extent of his wndk was generally from one of liis'-castles to 
the other; and though the distance is considerable, and he had some- 
what the a,ppearaiice of ge,neral weakness, it occasioned him no fatigue. 
As he used tisis exercise for purposes of health, he sought to derive from 
it only amusement, winch generally led to the sportive and sarcastic 
Iniiiioiir 1 have before described. None of his courtiers liked to be his 
companion on these excursions.. Once, ibr.a whole year ' together, I 
know not why, it was the .Count de Schwerin who was alm.ost every day 
suminoiied for this purpose ; he has since been appointed from a geiifral 
to be master of the horse. He was of low stature and corpulent : hav- 
ing never accustomed himself to any but horse exercise, and being near 
seventy years old, he could with difficulty keep pace with the king, 
his face all the time rooiiing down with perspiration. M. de Schwerin 
was not of a character to dissemble the inconvenience these vvaiks oc- 
casioned him, and his ill humour .was an admirable subject for .the jest- 
ing propensity of the king. One day the. king led. him further than 
usual, and proposed returning without stopping to rest. When they 
were within about a mile of liieir Journey’s end, they discovered a'sedan 
beliiiid some bushes, and Frederic, in a tone of the most provoking' 
raillery, obliged him to get into it ; when no sooner were they proceed- 
ing than the king be<et him with such a multitude of q'uestbns that the 
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Seliweriii, ibe better to hear and answer them, did 
ssotiiing blit pnt his bod)* oat at one or the other cif the windows^ and at 
length reiicl'ied lioirie inore ftitigiied \vith this sort of exerlioii than if he 
liad iniilied his journey on foot. The title of yoor escelleticjs wlwcli 
the king on this occasion did not .fail at every rnomerit to rc^peat, die! not 
restrain file count from betraying his dissatisfaction , which liad. nearly 
terminated in a ruptiire^ and procured him at least the advantage of 
passing a few clays in tranquillity. 

The iiiierva! between the concert and the time for walking and sup** 
per tiiiie, wliicli was ten o\*!ockj was generally spent in conversatioii* 
Frederic, licm^ever, after the seven years* war, discontlnueci his suppers;, 
and, in consequence, had created two kinds of evenings : in the one, 
lie sent for three, four, or at most six generals, or other courtiers, tO' 
wlmin he gave a siqiper consisting of four dishes and a dessert; in the 
«dlier, no supper was served, the. guests not being of the number of his 
table companions. In the first of these eases, he sent his guests the 
supper table at ten oVdoek, when he himself retired, to bed ; but it some* 
times happened .that, when eagerly engaged in conversation, he W’ent 
with them to the eating room, helped one or two of the dishes, talking 
all the while, but never sat down ; and in a few minutes disappeared, 
.ill tfie second case he simply dismissed the guests at the same hour. 

In this distribution of his hours, it is evident he sought to compensate 
the cares and exertions of the morning by the social pleasures of the 
eveming ; that to insure himself calm repose by night, and be the belter 
enabled to meet the fatigue of the succeeding day, he took pains so to 
fashion Ills amusements that they might disencumber his mincl of every 
subject of disquiet or perplexity in which he bad been coricernecl, 

J have said nothing of the king’s stables, because, at Berlin, they 
form a part of the riding-house, where also the master of the horse re- 
sides, and are near,, the castle.- On this head Frederic was iod.eed little 
luxurious : I am persuaded he had never more than six or eight sets of 
harness, and about twenty saddle-horses. As be had no partiality for 
field sports, he kept no packs of hounds ; and it is easily imagined "that 
he required a smaller number of horses than other princes. I observed 
in him but- one object of prodigality; this was -his snuff-boxes, of 
■ which it is said he had fifteen hundred, and' many of tliem of great 
valuet I never saw him without fou-r, five, or six of these, both in hit 
pocket sind on the table before- him. The siwff’.lie used was Spaiiislu 
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!N tlie mean time, tlie rear of Macdonald^’s' army was liarassed bj 
tlie divisions under Generals Ott, HohenxoHern and Kleiiaa, who sent in 
great luioibers of prisoners. The division of Victor was compelled to 
abandon its imsition in the Val de Taro, and*to take refuge in the Ge- 
noese territory ; and Macdonald himself, driven from a position he bud 
taken behind the Secchia, pursued by the Imperialists, harassed by con- 
tinual iiisurrectiofis of the people in Tuscany, betrayed by the Cisalpine 
General La whom he had left in that country, and menaced with 
the approach of a corps of Russians just landed near Ancona, at last 
submitted to abaiulon a country disfigured by his crimes. He led elf 
the miserable remains of his army, now reduced to about 8,000 men, 
lirst towards Leghorn, and tlience along the states of Genoa and the 
country of Nice, whence most of his skeleton divisions formed a junction 
with Bloreau, while lie iiirnself, as a reward for iiis bravery, his perseve.. 
ranee, his incredible toils and sulferings, and his unshaken fidelity to his 
trust, was neglected, if not disgraced by bis masters ! Such has ever 
been the gratitude of Republics. ! 

Saworow was now reaping the fruits of his victory, amidst the admira- 
tion, the applauses, and benedictions of the people for whom he w^as 
. comliuting. The loss of tlie Imperialists, in the battle of the Trebia, 
consisted of one Lieutenant-colonel, thirty-six officers of the staff and 
commissioned officers, and 3,260 men, killed ; and of three Generals, 
three Colonels, one Lieutenant-colonel, 1B7 staE and commissioned 
«!)fficers, and 4,300 men, wounded: making in all 7,781 men.' The 
French lost, in killed, 6,200 men, of all ranks ; in prisoners taken in 
file field of battle, 5,087 ; wounded, made prisoners, 7A83, amongst 
whom were 502 officers of the staff and cottimissioned' officers, eight 
Colonels, two Generals of division {Olivier and Euska), and two Gene- 
rals of brigade {Salni. and Cambrecy) p making in the whole 18,470 
men* 

But, it was neither the prisoners taken, nor the numbers slain, It. was. 
neither the duration of the contest nor the valour displayed, that gave 
the most eclat to the action on the Tr^hia.,’ Battles, which, though long 
and bloody, are followed by ..no important and durable consequences, 
require the assistance of bo.oks to preserve them from oblivion ; while 
others, which, like those of Blenheim, Pidtawa, Hastings, and Agiucourt, 
decide the fate of a campaign, or change, the dynasty of an empire, are 
i minor tali zed without the aid of historians- or .poets. This is the destiny 
of the battle of Trebia ; for, it at once decided the fate of the campaign 
and of Italy, ■ ^ ■ 
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unlortiinale IJt de Sciwerhi, the- better to hear and answer thero* dkl' 
nothing blit pnt lii« body out at one or' the other of the windows, and at 
length rciiclii'd hiiine more fatigued with this sort of exertion than if he 
had ftnialwal his journey on foot. The title iif your excellency, whicfi 
the king cm this occasion did not fail at every iBooient to repeat, did «ot 
Tcstraiii ihe count from betraying Jiis dissatisfaetiou, which bad nearly' 
tefoairiated in a rupture, and procured him at 'least the advantage of' 
|iassitig a few days in tranquillity. 

Tl'ie interval between the concert arui the time for walking and sup- 
per time, which was ten o’clock, was generally spent in conversatioo* 
Frederic, however, after the seven yasrs’ war, discontiiiijed bis suppers; 
and, ia cmisequeace, had created two kinds of evenings : ' in the one, 
lie sent for three, four, or at most six generals, or other, courtiers, to 
wlioin lie gave a supper co-usisting of four dishes and a dessert ; in the 
Either, no supper was s'erved, tl.je guests not being of the number of his 
table companions* 'In the 'first of these cases, he sent his guests to the 
«upper table ,at ten o’clock, when he himself retired to bed ; but it 'some- 
times hsippeued that, when eagerly engaged in coiiversatson, he went 
with them to the eating room, helped one or two of the dishes, talking 
all the wliile, but never sat down; and in a few minutes disappeared. 
In the secO'iid case he simply dismissed the guests attlie same hour. 

In this distribution of his hours, it is evident he S'OUght to compensate 
the cares and exertions of the morning by the social pleasures of the 
ev'cniog ; that to insure himself calm repose by night, and be the better 
enabled to meet the fatigue of the succeeding day, he took pains so to 
fashion his amiisenients tlmt they might disencumber his mind of every 
subject of disquiet or perplexity in which he had been concerned, 

I have said nothing of the king’s stables, because, at Berlin, they 
forifi a part of the riding-house, where also the master of the horse re- 
sides, and, are 'near the castle. On this head Frederic was indeed little 
luxurious : I am persuaded he had never more than six or eight sets of 
liarness, and about twenty saddle-horses. As he had no partiality for 
lield sports, he kept no packs of hounds ; and it is easily imagined tlmt 
lie required a smaller uuraber of horses than other princes. I observed 
it! Iiiiu but one object of prodigality ; this was his suifftk boxes, of 
which it is saici he had fifteen hundred, and many of theia of great 
viliie. I never saw him without .four, five, or six 'Of these, ' both in liii 
•pocket tiid on the table before, him*' T'lm su'ufl* lie used wai Spaiiisli. 
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IH tlie mean time, 'tise rear of Macdonald’s array .was liarassed By 
tile divisions under Generals Otr, Hohenzoliern and Kleiiaa,who sent in 
great mi tubers of prisoners. The division of Victor was compelled to 
abandon its position in the Val de Taro, and’ to take refuge ‘m the Ge- 
noese territory ; and Macdonald himself, driven from a position he had 
taken behind the Secchia, pursued by the Imperialists, harassed con- 
tinual insurrections of the people in Tuscany, betrayed' by the Cisalpine 
General La Ihzs whom he had left in that country, and menaced with 
the approach of a corps of Russians just landed near Ancona, at last 
subtBitte<} to abamlon a country disfigured by his crimes. He led off 
tlie miserable remains of Ills army, now reduced to about 8,OOD men, 
Erst towards Leghorn, and thence along the states of Genoa and tlie 
country of Nice, whence most of his skeleton divisions formed ajunction 
with Moreau, while he iiimself, as a reward for iiis bravery, his perseve- 
rance, his incredible toils and sufferings, and his unshaken fidelity to bk 
trust, was neglected, if not disgraced by his masters 1 Such has ever 
been the gratitude of Republics 1 

Suworow was now reaping the fruits of his victory, amidst the admira- 
tion, the applauses, and benedictions of the peoyde for whom he w^as 
comhating. The loss of the Imperialists, in the battle of the Trebia, 
consisted of one Lieutenant-colonel, thirty-six officers of the staff and 
commissioned officers, and 3,250 men, killed; am! of three Generals, 
three Colonels, one Lieutenani-colonel, 187 staff and commissioned 
i^fficers, and 4,300 men, wounded: oiaking in all 7>7S1 aien. The 
French lost, in killed, 6,200 men, of alt ranks ; in prisoners taken in 
the field of battle, 5,087 ; wounded, made prisoners, 7A8E, amongst 
whom were 502 officers of the staff and commissioned officers, eight 
Colonels, two Generals of division (Olivier and Ruska}, and two Gene- 
rals of brigade (Salm and Cambrecy) ; making in the whole 18,470 
.men. 

But, it was neither the prisoners taken, nor the numbers slain, 'it was 
neither the duration of the contest nor the valour displayed, that gave 
the most eclat to the action on the Trebia., Battles, which, though long 
and bloody, are followed by no important and durable consequences, 
require the assistance of books to preserve them from oblivion ; while 
others, which, like those of Blenheim, Pidtawa, Hastings, and Agincourt, 
decide the fate of a campaign, or change the dynasty of' a^o empire, are 
immortalized without the aid of historians or poets. This is the destiny 
of the battle of Trebia ; for, it at once decided' the-fa^e of the campaign 
and of Italy*. . 
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The attempt of the French. Generals' was, indeed, an act of boldness- 
approaching to temerity, but their plan' was vast, and m.ost admirably 
concerted* If Suworow had . been two days later, Moreau and Macdo-» 
iialcl would have formed a junction, and, with . an army of 50,000 men» 
would not only Irave obtained, a reinforcement of 10,000 more, by re- 
lieving Mantua, but they would, 'by the same stroke, have completely, 
cut off all,' communication between the armies of Kray and Suworow, 
and would have had it 'in their power to inarch against, and to defeat 
whichsoever they chose* ,: Again, if Suworow had had live thousand troo'ps 
less, if he had not previously received a reiidbrcement from General 
Kray contrary to the secret orders of the Aulic Council, or if Moreau or 
the Ligurian legion bad come up during the battle, the consequence 
would have been still more fatal. So that, in whatever point it be 
viewed, it was the battle of the Trebia that .purged Italy of republicans^ 

and restored seven princes to their dominions. 

After the battle- of the Trebia,'the Field Marsha! fixed liis head quar- 
.. tcrs at Alexandria, where he covered the sieges of the citadel of that, place’ 
and that of Tortona, and where, till the battle o/NovI^ he seemed to have 
little more to do than receive the pleasing details of the consequences of 
his victories and of his judicious arrangements. The first intellingenee 
that arrived after his return, was that of the surrender of the citadel of 
Turin, which had capitulated, on condition of the garrison being sent to 
France to be exchanged for an equal number of Austrians, Genera! 
Fiorelta, the coinnrandant of the garrison, and all his officers, being kept 
as hostages for the fuliilment of the articles. Tims was this noble city, 
the capital of Piedroont and the King of Sardinia’s dominions, , once more 
cleared of its devastators. 'On the SOth of June the French' garrison of 
Bologna capitulated with General Klenau, and at the same time, the 
few sans-culottes that remained, in Florence, retreated to Leghorn, where 
as they could escape no further, they capitulated. The insignificant 
garrisons that had been left in diflerent purtS' of Tuscany followed 
the example of tlieir brother republicans, and laid down their arms, 
one after another; not, however, before they, and their predeces- 
tsors, under Championnet and Macdonald, had left the print of their 
rnpacioiis and sacrilegious hands 'on that beautiful and happy .coun- 
try, and destroyed in six months .the, fruit of forty years wise and 
paternal administration, which all the concessions, humiliations .and 
lacrificcs of the Grand Duke had„not been able to preserve from their 
clutches. In the States of the C,hurch, where, two moiillis before^ 
** notliiiig was to be seen but scaffolds, ruins, famished inhabitants, the 
most horrible tyranny, all the crimes of avarice, oppression, revenge and 
despair f ’ in the States of the Church, two months before ruled by an 
execrable republican banditti, who extorted the last crust from the 
peasant, ami who answered the cries of hunger with the bayonet; in 
ihest oppressed States there now, remained only a small garrison io 
Rome (whence Championnet had been recalled, and whence Macdonald 
iitd withdrawn a great part of the troops), a still smaller io Aiicona and 
ifi Ciiite I’eechiiu The republican tro,ops in .tiie.interioi’ were 'reduced 
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to .a few Bands of, roving thieves, who, for safety, depended «poB tlieif 
liidiii'g-plaees .ratlier, tlian their arms, ■ Lower down, in the Neapolitaa 
ilomiriioiis, affairs took a turn still more decided* Some remains of the 
royal army ,, having assembled in Calabria, with some of the peasants, 
aiarched under the brave Cardinal Rnffo, to the relief of Naples, sooir^ 
after it was left by Macdonald. Just as - the city had opened its gates on 
the 27tli of June, in consequence of a capitulation, which the king aft er- 
wards refused to ratify, because it stipulated a pardon for the traitor 
Bloliteriio, Lord Nelson, with his squadron, arrived in the bay, and the 
forts. of Sl Elmo, Capua, and Gaeta, being very soon recaptured, and 
the French sent home on parole, the king returned .to his capital about 
the- . end of July, after having been exiled from it_for the space of four 
months. The traitor Moliterno was swung from the yard-arm of a Bri- 
tish frigate, and, before the end of July, the deliverance of the whole 
kingdom of Naples was completed by the exertions of Admiral Nel&on 
and Captain Trowbridge, with the sailors and marines under their cora- 
inand, aided by a few slight detachments of Neapolitan, Russian, and 
British troops. 

Bu t liad it not been for the glorious result of the battle of the Tuhia% 
had Macdonald formed a junction with Moreau, or had the former de- 
feated Suworow, instead of having his own army almost annihilated, the 
re-conquests of Naples, Toscany, &c. would not have taken place; or, 
if they had, they would have been of short duration, and would only 
have tended to incense the tyrants of France, who would, with their 
usual impudence, liave termed them rebellions, and would have made 
them the pretext of new couffscations and murders* It was, then, to 
the battle of the Trebia that this long and rapid succession of happy 
events was to be attributed; it was that which revived tlie hopes and 
courage of all honest men in Italy, and plunged half a million of mis- 
creants i.nto despair* 

While the imperialists were thus gathering the well-earned fruits of 
their former victories, the French were medilating another attack on 
them, more desperate than before; in which, however they w^ere only 
preparing new disgrace for themselves, and fresh laurels for Suworow. 

Moreau, after the battle of the Trebia, retreated in great haste from 
before Tortona, and having assembled the remnant of his own army, 
aiid the, miserable scattered remains of Macdonald’s, amounting in all 
to abcmt twenty-five or thirty thousand men, formed, in the beginning 
of July, a line of defence in the strong position, taken by Bonaparte 
when he first entered Italy, and which, from Savona to Vado, extended 
through the Appenines, and behind the Bormida to Meilesimo. ■\Fliile 
the French General was employed in strengthening his already advan- 
tageous ground, and attending to the collecting of his army, and to the 
organizing and disciplining of the detachments sent to him from the 
interior of France, Field-Mardial Suworow, co.nfining himself to ad-< 
vancingthe sieges of the important fortresses of' Alexandria, Tortoiw, 
and Mantua^ and having hb 'force very 'much ".'divided, undertook no 
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operation titlier against Genoa.j.' still groaning nnder.the joke of 
fepiiblicaiiism, or agaimt Moreau’s position ;,bo tliat, frotn tlieiatter end 
of Jnrie to the middle of August*, when the battle'' of .Noid. was fought^ 
botluirmies remained in a state of seeming, inactivity... 

In the beginning of August* Moreau, to whose zeal, patience, courage^ 
and military popularity* the- Directory were, (as M« Mallet du Pan 
justly observes) indebted for still having an army in Italy, was ordere.d 
to give up the command of that army .to. Joubert, and wiis himself then 
appointed to take charge of the troops then assembling in Alsace. 

Meanwhile the citadel of Alexaudriai, though defended by General 
Gardenne, one of the bravest officers and staunchest republicans in the 
French army, capitulated on the, >2 .1st of July, a week after the trenchei ■ 
were opened by the imperialists* under the Count of Bellegarde. The 
speedy rediRiion of this fortress tended to frustrate tite plans of Joubert, 
whose present object was to. gain time, in order to re-organize Ills army, 
discipline the new levies daily coming in from France* enable fresh siio 
cours to arrive, and secure the, advantage of a diversion to be made by 
the army of the Alps, which was collecting in Dauphine and Savoy, un- 
der General Cham|iionnft. 

In this situation, and with these views before him, he received the 
dreaclful intelligence of the fall of Mantna, which noble city and most 
important fortress liad surrendered, by capitulation, to General Kray, 
on the 2Btb of July, after a siege of twenty days. 

Joubert wished for nothing so much as delay ; but, while it was 
doubtful wlicther a delay of even a mouth would give him all the addi- 
iional advantages he expected from it, it was certain that a -few clays 
wonld bring Sawo,row a reinforcement of victorious. Austrians, 

led by the brave ■ General .Kray. This consideration: determined Jou- 
'berfc to wait no longer, but-..to take the offensive himself, attack the .Im- 
I'jerialists before the Junction could take place, and raise., if possible, the 
siege of Tortona# 

Suworow suspected his intentions, and made his preparations accord- 
ingly. Generai Coimt of Bellegarde, with 8,000 men, wa,s. stationed at 
Serzo ; General Kray,^ who had fortunately arrived with his army, was 
ordered to remain at Alexandria, while the Field-Marshal himself, with 
600 Russians, nent to Possolo Formigolo, leaving the rest of the army 
mt Rivalta. . ' ■ ■ 

On the 12th of August, Joubert, .-just after he Imd put his army in 
iiioiion, had the mortification to learn, that ihe much dreaded junction 
«f Kray and Suworow, which his movements were intended to prevent, 
had already been effected 1 This unwelcome and unexpected news seems 
.to have given him a forebo'ding of the fate which awaited him: for it 
appears that he wrote ^to, his wife soon afterwards, that the mikieky po- 
aition of llie armies compelled him to engage under circumstances that 
gave him but little room to hope for succcee. It was, however, too late 
for hioi to retract ; W must either advance or retreat; longer inactivity 
become impossible* His left wing, therefore, advanced fromMelk- 
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ftimo, crossed ilie Boroiida^ dislodged ,theBd>00 men, , wader Gemeral 
Bellegarde, from Serzo, aatl posted itself on iheOrba, in tlie plains of 
Alexandria. Tlie coiint.oi Bollegarde had- received orders to fall back^ 
after a shew of resistance, in the like manner that G-eneral Ott, mi a 
former occasion, had been ordered to act upon the -approach of Macdo- 
nald* The Field-Marshal was resolved to render the battle general and 
decisive ; he, therefore, strictly forbade the engaging in any , partial 
action, in consequence of which order, the advanced posts fell back, one 
after another, and Joubert, who began to conceive hopes of driving the 
whole array with as much facility as he had. done its detached bodies> 
pushed on into the vicinity of Novi,- and took 'possession of that town* 

The beautiful and extensive plain of Piedmont, where French cruelty 
bad so often stained tlie ground with the blood of the innocent peasant. 
Is terminated at Novi by a long ridge of hills, which though not very 
lofty, are extremely steep and rugged.- Upon the top of this ridge, 
during the 1 4 th, the French army formed an encampment, and on tl>® 
lOth, Joubert intended to make a general attack upon the allies. In 
this, however, he was, notwithstanding the great advantage of his posi- 
tion, anticipated by the Field-Marshal, who had not marched over so 
many heights with his Russians to be stopped, at last, by the heights of 
Novi. Minds like that of Sqworow delight in overcoming obstacles : 
the road to military glory is always up hill and difficult of ascent. 

On the 15th, the Imperialists marched to the attack. Joubert’s army 
consisted of about 40,000 men: that of the allies, of about 47,000. 
The superiority of the latter, as to the discipline of the troops, who were 
besides, dashed with victory, was still greater than their superiority of 
numbers; but the superiority of position which the French possessed, 
more than overbalanced every advantage of the allies. Joubert had big 
line already formed, and his cannon ready to play upon the first column 
tfiat attempted to advance; while the Imperialists had to bretik up, to 
-advance, and to form again, under a continual fire, and that too on the 
aide of a hill, upon which they could hardly drag their cannon, much 
less bring it to bear upon the enemy,. ....... 

The Imperial army was in motion •before daylight. The Field- 
Marshal had given orders that the greatest silence should be observed, 
aiKl so strictly were these ordersobeyed by, the several divisions, that the 
first iiitimation the French received of their approach was from the 
glistening of their bayonets in the . rays of the sun, just peeping over 
the liorizon. instantly the beat to arms was heard in the French camp, 
followed by the Mlaneikp' Hymn^ while cries of Vke la RepiihUqMe, 
and of Toriow ou iu mort^ rent the air. But, the sana-culottes had now 
to meet an enemy, whose heart was neither to be softened by sounds, 
however -sweet, nor appalled by noises, however loud or hideous. 

The Allies advanced slowly and steadily, on, tn spite of the most 
.tremendous fire fiom the whole line of the French, who, regularly drawn 
up on the edge of the lieiglits, took their, aim at leisure, witlmut being 
fxiwedto a single shaliu leturn*.. Joubert ctmma»ded his centre i» 
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person^ Moreau the right wiag^'aud de Grouchy ..the .left , The, riglit 
wing of the Imperioliaty, consisting of Beilegarde’a.eorps of Auatriansi 
was commamied by the gallant Kray, the eo.n(|«eror. of .Scherer aod of 
Manttsa ; to the left Geneml Melas, with another body of A ustriaiiSa 
was stationed a little in the rear to protect Tortooa against the enemy’a 
fight wing), whose destination was tliought to be against that,. irnp.or taut 
fortress ; the centre^ composed entirely of Russians, was led by Suworowy 

At , live o’clock General Kray reached the top of the heights, and 
immediately began the attack, in which, a few minutes after, he wai^- 
followed by Suworow in the. centre, ■ It continued with great violence 
for several hours, during which, both sides alternately gave way aiKi 
advanced again, till' the Austrians and Russians were obliged to' retire^ 
About two o’clock, the Imperialists made another attack ; but, in spite 
of all their elforts, the French still ’.maintained their ground,. making 
dreadful slaughter amongst .their enemies. Both armies now'preparefi 
for a third and more mortal conflict: the Imperialists, marching over 
the bodies of their slain, rushed in upon the French, with the utmost 
fury. The battle became uncommonly bloody, the ground was strewed 
with dead and dying, joubert, mortally wounded, was with much diffi*» 
Ciilty carried from the spot; but, still victory seemed to lean towards 
the republicans. Most fortunately for the Allies, just at this moiiienV 
the brave old General Melas, who had turned the dank and beaten the 
right wing of the French, came up with sixteen battalions of Austrian 
infantry. This decided the contest. The whole French line was thrown 
into confusion, they abandoned Novi and its Ijeighls, and tied with the 
utmost precipitation, Joubert was now dead ; four other Generals, 
Ferignan, Colli, 'For tonneau, and Groucliy (who has since died of his* 
wounds), were taken prisoners; .and Bloreau, .who had come to thef 
battle as a volunteer under Joubert, led off, towards Nice, the wretched 
ruins of his army. 

The loss of the French, in the battle of Novi, consisted of thirty pieces 
of cannon, lifty-seveo waggons, fourteen standards, the Commander in 
Chief killed, four Generals taken prisoners, and. 15,000 men, in- killed 
wounded, and taken. Nor was the loss of the Imperialists much less, as 
to numbers. The Austrians had 5,600 men killed and wounded, and 
the killed of the Russians, owing to their obstinacy in refu8i.ng 'C|iiarter, 
was porpoitionably greater. The lowest computation makes the killed 
and wounded of the Allies amount to H,000 men. The Freneli were 
said to have left five thousand men dead on the field of buttle; but, 
such was the carnage, such the indiscriminate heaps, in which Russians, 
Austrians and French lay dead,cmd in which they were buried, that the 
exact niirober of the latter was next to impossible to be ascertained by 
any body but Moreau himself, whose masters thought it prudent never 
to pubiisli any detail on the unpleasant subject 

The Directory did, however, confess, for once, that they had .been- 
defeated. If Joubert had not been killed, the ungrateful despots., would 
most assuredly have disgraced him ; but as he was dead," they were.. 
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wolfed to turn his ileiit!) to as good account as possible, by paying to his 
memory such funeral honours as were well calculated to excite, aiuoug 
their volatile slaves, an eritimsiasm that might assist in replenishing their 
depopulated ranks* Nomberless were the anecdotes, which were related 
in proof of Iiis heroism ; ' amongst other stories, the silly people, were told, 
that eveiV' after he fell, he continued to call out to ’his army ** en amni / 
^navantf^ But, it is much more probable, that, when the Riissian 
bullet entered his heart, he cried out, 3Ion Dieu- and fainted. Not 
content, however, with making him a republican 'hero, they must also 
make him a kmgkt-ermnf* It was' said, that, as he marched up to the 
battle, he placed the portrait of his newly inarried wife in his bosom, 
saying to his officers: ** H/Mut Men qtie je trmmphe I J^mjure i tna 
femme ei el nm pairie^ que f atfuckerai ie imrier de ia tete dece RmseJ^ 
That Joubert shoukl have sworn this, is not, indeed, incredible: it was 
only adding one more false oath to these he had taken to support his 
king, and two constitutions, all of which he had successively "assisted to 
destroy ; nor were his expressions at all incompatible with that mixture of 
frivolity aiid ferocity, which characterize the repiibricans of France ; but 
he forgot, or was not informed, that, if there was any valour-inspiring 
virtue in portraits, Suworow carried one at his breast as well as he. At 
any rate, neither the oath nor the portrait was of any avail. The laurel 
still grew and still nourished on the brow of Suworow, who now became 
a Prince in addition to his other titles ; while disappointment, defeat and 
death were the lot of the presumptuous Joubert, wiiose vile carcase went 
to fatten the land of that very king of Sardinia, whom, only seven montli# 
before, he had betrayed and driven from his palace and his dominions, 
and whose misfortunes he had aggravated by every species of contumely, 
insult, and degradation. 

With tilt battle of Novi terminated Suworow’s campaign in Italf, 
whence lie soon after marched, with his Russians, to co-operate with the 
Archduke Charles, in Switzerland and on the Rhine, leaving the Aus« 
trians, under Generals Kray and Melas, to act against the French army, 
which was now stationed in the states nf Genoa, under 'the command of 
the ferocious Championnet, the plunderer of Naples and of Rome* 
This army was considerably augmented, and gave that of the Austrians 
no small embarrassment ; but, though- Genoa, when the last advices 
came away, still writhed under the horrible tyranny of the republicans, 
and though some few passes, posts, and trifling districts, on the skirts of 
Savoy and Piedmont, still remained in their possession, their forces were 
acting rather as defenders of France than invaders of Italy. Civita-' 
Vecchia and Rome, tlie only places of the south remaining in their 
hands, surrendered ; the former, to the' brave and enterprising Captain 
Trowbridge of the British navy; and the latter, to the no less gallant 
General Boucard, a Swiss, in the service of the king of Naples,' having 
under his command a body of Neapolitans and Russians, and a few 
British soldiers and marines, who ako had the honour' to assist in: wrest™ 
ing. the city of the C«sars frdm the hands of the Gauls, while their 
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cowntrymeo, at Acre, .defeadiwg the tombs of ^ntiqoJtj a|apst the 
wrath of time wdem barbarip^ 

JBut all these subsequent events were no more Ilian, the natural 
eouseqoeiices of the victories of Suworow. It was to Ifis wisdom, bb 
valour, his proiuptitiide and perseverance, and to tlie animating* confidence 
which his great name inspirad, that Italy owmMis deliverance. In the 
space of four mouths fron> the latter end of April to that of August, h« 
tore up by the roots four republican and iplide! despotisms, watered by 
the blood of the loy^l aod the finithful, and, in their stead, replanted, 
royalty and Christianity* The Cbalphine, the Ligurian, the Eomaii 
and the ¥esuvian republics are no longer known hot as monuments of 
his fnme, while eighteen millions of people, delivered from the degrading 
curse, wro daily cii^Uing m Jieavea for biesfings on his head* ^ 


■ THE mSWRY OF THE WAR, 

From ihe pear 179‘-2 to 1814.; . hi which the MUitarp Transact wm of 
each Campaign are related separatefy and in de^aiL 

CAMPAIGN OF 1793. 


BOOK IlL CHAP. IL cmtimed. 

BUT although forlune, in almost every other portion of the seat of war, 
seemed to second the efforts of the revolutionists, events still appeared 
un propitious in La Vendee, In the course of the suram?t the towns of 
Saumur and Machicoul were sei^fid upon by llie royalist^ and although 
they were aftervrards defeated before' Nantx, and repeatedly dissipated 
by the garrison of Alentz, yet .}t was found imp,pssible to quell them en- 
tirely, At length Barrere- obtained a decrae for putting an end to the' 
war in the course of a ainglje ii|0)^^th and such was ,his presumption, 
that he soon announced ** tbe total e^ctinction of the rebellion,*’ in con- 
'Sequence of the successes obtained at Murtagne, Clio! let, Chati!lo% and 
Beaupreux, while Merlin of Thionville, on his arrival from the western 
army, announced with a savage joy, that the insurgent territories 
were reduced to a heap of ashes, and soaking in blood,’* 

Hptwithstandlpg this, the inhabitants of the disaffected departments 
appeared frequently in arms, fought several actions, and actually be® 
sieged some of the neighbouring towns. The chiefs too, who had relied 
before entirely on their own strength, now thought proper to enter into 
correspondence with foreign powers, and to obtain succour from Eng- 
land, they made an attack on Granville, with a view of keeping open a 
communication, and facilitating the. reception of supplies: but having 
failed in their attempt, apd La Boche Jacqueliii, one of the bravest of 
their leadest, being killed upon this occasion, a body of troops which had 
sailed to their assistance a| the close of the year, ‘under the command 
Lord Moira, returned to England, and the expedition was abandoned® 
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Bot.siicli was the .nature ofthis contest, that out of the aslies of Ei 
YeiKlce 'new, arniies seerned to arise, and although fresh victories were,, 
announced daily in the convention, yet it became, manifest that this do- 
mestic conflict was .far .more terrible than .all the united disasters of the 
iiiany foreign wars hi which France was now involved. 

.Hostilities on the frontiers of S|ja.!n and Italy participated of the gene- 
,ra.l fortune of the campaign, being carried On in a languid manner at the 
commence,pieist, and increasing in vigour and ■ animation towards the 
conclusiom Early in the spring, Don Ventara drove the French from 
the fort of Andys, and destroyed the encampments of Biritati ; while 
Don Eicardos, at the head of the Catalonias, about the same time de- 
feated the republicans at Givet, and Bellegarde was taken aftef a bom«, 
bardmenl of thirty-three days. General .Dagoberfc attacked' and carried 
a camp belonging to the enemy, at the bottom of mount Libre ; but on 
the other hand, Bon 'Ricardos defeated the French near Perpignan. 
Soon after this, however, an entrenched camp belonging to the Spani- 
ards at Pireselmm was forced, and twenty pieces of cannon, together with 
the tents and baggage, were taken. At length, in the month of No'- 
veniber, the republican forces entered Catalonia, and it soon became 
evident that Spain was unable to contend with this warlike people. 

The French having determined to humble the court of Turin, fitted 
out a formidable fleet at the beginning of the year, under Truguet, with 
a view of obtaining possession of the island of Sardinia. After seizing 
on the isles St Peter and Antioch, the expedition, consisting of nine- 
teen sail, many of which were line of battle ships, appeared in the gulf 
of Cagliari, whither the commandant of the former had retired with 
his garrison, consisting of eight hundred men# The French admi- 
ral immediately sent' a deputation of twenty-one men' on shore with 
a flag, and an officer who demanded the surrender of the capital ; 
but the Sardinia'iis having killed seventeen of these, the remainder 
retreated to their boat. The fleet having at length entered the har- 
bour, commenced an attack upon Cagliari, and the bombardment con- 
tinued during three days, in' the course of which' period the assailant^' 
were much annoyed by the red-hot balls ired from the shore. Several of 
the ships also were damaged in their masts and rigging, and one was set 
oil fire; while, on the other hand, the shells' thrown from the bomb-ves- 
lels produced but little eflect. In short, this expedition appears to have 
been conducted in such a manner as to reflect but little glory on the 
naval power of France; and nearly all the troops landed at diflerent 
times and in diflerent places were cut ofi* by the inhabitants, who pre- 
cipitated themselves from the mountains, and fought with the greatest 
bravery and resolution. 

The civil war that took place in the southern departments, for a time 
appeared to give a decided .preponderance' to the .feeble eflbrts of the 
king of Sardinia. The greater part’ of the republican troops being 
recalled for the purpose of reducing Toulon .and Marseilles, the re-% 
maiiider were completely ' defeated in the county of ’ Nice,* and the whole 
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of Savoy appearfi'd ©» the eve of. retaromg oocier the dominion. of its 
aiicieot coasters* But towards the -latter end of October the Sardinians 
were completely beaten at Saorgio, and it began to be conjecto red that 
the approaching campaign would prove disastrous to Victor- Ainiad.seus* 
The superiority of the English Beet in the IVIediterrancan contributed 
not a little^ however^ to support for a lime the declining fortune- of the 
lioiKse of Savoy, as well as to produce a considerable eflect on s-om-e of 
the Itarniu states; for although Genoa, notwithstanding the nnfutr 
means recurred to, could not be intimidated into a declaration of war 
against France, yet the court of Florence at length yielded to threats, 
inconsequence of which' the F.rench mi nister was dismissed, and such 
measures adopted as afterwards bereaved the s-overeign of Tuscany of his 
ducal crown, notwithstanding the intervenlioii of a short 'and ' precarious 
peace* .■ 


BOOK IV.-CHAP* L 

Freparaimis for the Campaign of I79i^ — The French reconquer Am‘>> 

trian Flanders^ 

As the campaign of 1793, notwithstandisrg its prosperous com- 
mencement, had not closed with the same success, ' great ^preparations 
were made by the allies for opening the succeeding one. The courts 
of London and Vienna accordingly adopted the most efficacious mea- 
sures to bring a body of men into the held, and colonel Mack, an 
officer in the conhdeuce of the emperor, was sent to England on pur- 
pose to concert a plan, with the British ministry. The conduct of the 
cabinet of Berlin had however become equivocal, for early in the pre- 
sent year an intercourse took place between commissioners Iroip' the 
French republic and general Kaikreu'th at Franeforb 

Tlie king of Prussia, nearly atdhe .fame time (Feb. 7s 1794), notified 
to the diet of Ratisbon, that unless his troops .received subsistence at 
the public expence, he would consider him-self under the necessity of 
withdrawing the army on the Rhine, and contributing no more than his 
simple contingent; he also opposed the general arrrrament of the in- 
habitants of the empire, which had been proposed by its head, and in- 
timated to the prince de Saxe Cobourg, that the whole of his forces, 
with the exception of twenty thousand men, was about to leave the 
neighbourhood of Mentx, and retire to Cologne. At length his ma- 
jesty, by a public declaration, in which he described the present contest 
as a war ** with a delirious and never-diminishing swarm of foes,” 
openly proclaimed his secession from the continental confederacy. 

But all this proved to be a mere artifice to procure advances on the 
part of the maritime stales: for England and Holland immecHately 
entered into a subsidiary treaty for the maintenance of sixty-two thou* 
»aiid four hundred men, in the course of which the interests of the 
nouse of Branclenbourg were regulated with all tlse nicety of mercaii* 
tile calculation® 
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The emperor^ who had been also induced to persevere in his efforts bv 
the ‘expectation of a loan from Great' Britain, endeavoured to rouse the 
tardy zeal of the Germanic body, to which he intimated the necessity oi‘ 
a triple contingent: he at the same time increased his troops in the 'Low 
Countries, so a» to amount to nearly a hundred aud fifty thousand mien ; 
sum], on purpose to obviate jealousies- similar to those that had oe« 
i'lirrcd in the course of the-|)receding autumn, it Was’ determined .tliat. 
Friiiids I L Khould command the allies in person,. 

After the solemnity of liis hiauguratbn'. as d-uke of Brabant, his 
ficrial iirajesly accordingly took tho field- at the head .of the combined 
armies, which were stated at this period -to amount -to .two hundred 
thousand men; and it was now hoped that,, in. addition to. guch an im- 
mense military force, an unity of action, would'be obtained, and former 
naisfortiines avoided. On the other hand,' the preparations - on the part 
of tlie French were such as no age or . country ha-d ever witnessed. 
Instead of agreeing to a cessation for two ye^ra,' as had been propos- 
ed by an agent of the combined powers at a 'neutral court, they intif 
united ilieir intentions of carrying on a terrible war as the best modC' 
of obtainiog an honourable peace; in reply to the offer of a provi* 
siormi acknowledgment of the Freucli republic, they- insisted: on the 
provisiorud destruction of the royal governments;’* and, already af--: 
fecting the language of ancient Rome, intimated -a desigU'Of sur- 
rotiiiding the coalesced kings with the circle of Popilius. 

The decree for the levy in mass had already placed all the youth -of 
the most populous nation in Europe at the disposal of a government 
which boasted of having one million two hundred thousand men in arms. 
The war with the maritime powers having interdicted the importation of 
gunpowder and military stores, these were aow 's-upplied by the cbemisit 
and artisans of France. Paris alone, from its three hundred forges 'Und 
fifteen foisfideries, furnished eleven thousand five hundred and twenty 
stand of arms, and one thousand one hiiadred pieces of brass cannon, 
every roontli. The insurgent cities were ordered to transmit a ..certain 
portion of saltpetre by way of fine ; the feudal castles of the nobility, 
still supposed to frown on the liberties of .the republic, a$ well as the 
forests that sheltered the noble loyalists of. La Vendee, also provided 
their quota of this ingredient In addition to the fund arising from aa* 
signate, the estates of the clergy, and the precious metals in the cathe- 
drak andteliiirches, were sacrilegiously seized, while the bells furnishetl 
caiittou for armies amounting to considerably more than half a ruiliion 
of fighting men. That noth ing, might be-wanting- to give efficacy to 
these iinmense preparations, the archives of the war department were 
searched for the schemes and iiiemoritls .drawn up during the reiga of 
Louis XiV. ; tnd a chosen body, eonskting of the ablest military men 
ill ITaiice, formed plans for the campaign, and laid down instructions 
for the gfriierak, under the inspection of Carnot, a member of thecoci- 
mitfee of public safety, and one of the best engineers and moat coltk 
blooded r II ffiaiis of the age. 

(Tu h^.cmitbimd,)-- ■ 
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HISTORY OF THE WAR IN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL^ ; 
fTrmsiaiedfrom the Fmich of Gcuerai SurrazimJ 

fContimied from our ImtJ 

THE importance of this affair was duly appreciated by Marslial Soult 
himself* who, little ' habituated to reverses,:: and especially to surprises,' 
mm terribly vexed at Girard’s disaster.' In his letter to Frioce Berthier, 
dated Seville, the second of November, he observes The event, of ■ 
which I am informed by General Count 'Erlon, commander of the fifth 
corps, in his reports of the twenty-eighth, twenty-tfinth, and thirtieth of 
October, is so disgraceful, that I know not how to qualify it* . «On 
the twenty-eighth of October, the first brigade, commanded by General 
Remond, was already on its march, at the distance of more than a league 
from Arroyo-debMolinos, when General Hill arrived with his troops 
at General Girard’s quarters, without a single musket having been 
fired. • « . . .General Girard had choice trooj)s with him ; yet shamefully 
suffered hiinseifto be surprised, from excessive presumption and confi- 
dence. Whilst he was in the town, not a sentinel had been stationed 
there. The officers and soldiers were in the houses, as in the midst of 
peace. J shall order an enquiry^ and a severe example,” &c. 

It was a frequent observation of General Kleber,that ^‘to be surprised 
was much more disgraceful than to be defeated and be constantly 
recommended vigilance to the officers under his command. He re- 
peatedly told the army, in the daily orders, that tlie bravest man may 
be beaten ; but whoever suffers himself to be surprised, is unworthy of 
being an officer.” Buonaparte also felt severely hurt at Girard’s mis> 
ibrtune, not for the sake" of the loss which his army experienced, but-ori^ 
account of the glory,' which a 'manoeuvre, as scientific as bold, shed upon 
the English army ; ' and, above all, upon the general by whom it had 
been so seasonably performed. It likewise afforded' a pledge of the 
important services, which 'may be expected from General Hill, when 
possessed of a supreme command. ’ Nor ought a circumstance, -highly 
glorious to the Spaniards, to be omitted, ts it evinced their loyalty, and- 
the sincerity of their zeal in the cause which they defended. ■ For the 
whole six days that the allies were marching through the country in all 
directions, to take the French, as Buonaparte terms it, en fagrnnt^ there 
was not one of the better class of .inhabitants, who, either from the love 
of gain, or from a desire of pleasing the french, gave General Girard 
any information of the danger that threatened him* Can there be a 
stronger proof of their hatred to Joseph, their fidelity to their allies, and. 
thw attadrment to Ferdinand YII ? 

The Spaniards of the army of Murcia were not so fortunate as those 
of Estremadura. A short time a,fter their defeat at Baia, they attacked 
tiie post of Hiiescar, which covered tlie left of Soult’s cantonments. 
Tlie,„Frencli, having timely information of their appro.ach by patrolejs 
forced the Spaniards to fall back, on Lorca. ' The Spaniards had, how* 
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ever,, accomplished their object, which was to- make the French believe 
that the army of Murcia continued in the province, whilst the Hower of 
its troops had been marched to the river Guadaiaviar, for the purpose of 
reinforcing Blake’s army, which defended the kingdom of Valentia. 

Fort Orofsesa, sitnated on the road from Tortosa to Valentla, siirren« 
deretl to the French on the tenth of' Octo-ber., Its occupation was of' 
essential importance to General Sachet, as. it secured to him the undis-*, 
tiirbecl arrival of convoys from his magazines on the Ebro. ' The castle, 
©f Sagimtiiin had repulsed several attacks; but its garrison was in a crL 
tical situation, Use breach having been found practicable. ^ General 
Blake, who communicated with the ■ governor by signals agreed upon, 
wished to try the late of a battle, in order to furnish the castle with fresh 
supplies, lie trad an army of twenty-five thousand men, to which 
Sachet could only oppose twenty thousand, on account of the troops 
necessary to face the garrison. On tlie twenty-fourth of October, Bluke 
appeared on the height of Piiche, with his right towards the sea, covered 
by the lire of tlie Eoglifeh vessels, and the left leaning on the village of 
Bet era, On the twenty-fifth he attacked the French posts, and forced 
them to full hack. General Zayas, availing himself of this first advan- 
tage, occupied the village of Ptizol, and, with the flower of his division, 
changing his front on the extremity of his left wing, marched his right 
forward to a height, which commanded the position of Suchet’s ieft wing. 
This manceuvre was brilliant, but rather rash against experienced troops. 
Sachet’s right was likewise turned by Blake’s left, Tims the latter, 
who had a superiority of about fi ve or six thousand men, found himself 
weaker than the FrenCdi in his centre, from the too extended movements 
of his wings. Sachet hastened to avail himself of this fault, by an im- 
petuous attack on the centre of the Spaniards, where prodigies of valour 
were performed. The Spaniards were at first overthrown ; but after- 
wards the French were driven, at the point of the bayonet, from the in- 
trencliments, of which they had possessed themselves. Tlie Spanish 
cavalry was ckfeated ; but only after the most obstinate resistance. Sa- 
chet’s experience and good fortune proved triumphant. The defeat of 
the centre rendered the advantages, gained on the right by Zayas, of no 
a'vail.- A strong detachment of Walloon guards - W'as taken prisoners at 
PuzoL Blake’s left having been repulsed, this general retreated in good 
order, and would not have suffered materially, had he not wished to meet 
the French again behind the rivulet of Betera. .His loss, which amounted 
to about sis thousand men hors de combat^ would not have exceeded half, 
the num-.ber, hud he continued his retrograde movement towards Yaleii- 
tia. With the best intentions, and superior numbers, Blake lost the 
battle through arrangements, as little adapted to the nature of the grouncL 
as highly favourable to the enterprising character of the general, by 
whoiai he was opposed. Had he refused .his two wings, and ranged the 
Hower of bis troops in several lines on the centre, with orders that those, 
who might be overthrown, were to form" again -in the rear, Sachet would 
have been defeated ; the castle of Saguntum, which was m the utmost 
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distress’, would have wceited fresh stipplies ; md the, Fresicli arm}’' would 
probably have been forced to retoro to Arragoo. , 

The garrisott of Sagoiitom had witnessed the efforts and the reverses,, 
of the army, by which they were to be relieved. A imiger resistaoce would, 
have endangered the place, which would be attacked, and carried by storm. 
The breach having been jwdged perfectly practicable, tlie capitnjation 
was signed on the twenty-sixth of October,' 1811 . Cendriani, tlie go- 
vernor, has been idamed for having surrendered, w'hen he might still have 
held not a long time. But the fact, that the troops marched 0,ut by the, 
breach, completely refutes this calumny.' How much are these 
noting deminciiitions to be distrusted,' which are issued at random by, 
numbers of writers! These men establish themselves supreme judges, of 
generals, because governments, anxious to guide public opinion, keep., 
them in pay, and secure them against the punishment due to their im«: 
pudent libels. But warriors are become philosophers : they treat the 
observations of ignorance with contempt, whilst they correct the faults 
pointed out by enlightened judges. 

A good general ought to bear in his mind the hoe answ’er of Marl- 
borough to a French nobleman, who complimented him on his masterly 
manoeuvres during the war in.-.Fanders.. ■** We committed a hundred 
blunders, and you a hundred and one, ” was the modest reply of the 
commuiKlcr, who had made Louis XIV. tremble on his throne. The 
great Goncle, seeing his courtiers astonished at his perusing with pleasure 
II book, in which he was severely condemned, said, I am delighted 
with this work, because it points out the faults of whicb no osm dares 
to tell mie.” Whoever is duly impressed with the deep sense of the 
answers made by these two great commanders, can form a tolerable idea 
of the extensive information which a good genera! ought to possess, and 
will not be surprised at the reflection in this analysis of the military ope- 
rations of the peninsula. ** A mule, said Marshal de Saxe, that had 
made twenty campaigns under Caesar, would still be but a mule. ” 
Experience alone does not make a general, if nature has pot endowed 
him with a genius for war: but this genius, again, mUst have been im- 
proved by practice, and profound study. If it be said that, the great 
Conde was born a general, the assertion may be contested. The prince, 
it is true, gained, at tlm age of twenty-two, a complete victory in the 
fiedds of Eocroy : but his father had been his instructor. He had besides 
served urader Marshal tie Chatillon, the best general of Louis XIII. and 
he had under his orders, at Eocroy, Marshal de P Hopital and Gassion, 
the worthy pupil of the great Gustavus. Even he, who has been born 
with the most splendid talents,, cannot become a good general, but by 
the practice of his profession, and by the study of military works. Jt 
was ill the school of Turenne that Marlborough rapidly improved liiii 
rare talents for the higher tactics ; a science, in which, as in aH others, 
an able niwter cauEcs a rapid progrew* This digression, it is hoped, 
will be forgiven for the sake of its object, which is to show the import- 
ance of the painful tusk imp««ied upon the histofian, who is bold enough 
to speak the truth. , , 
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But to return, to tlie S|ja»ish war,--*T.he, partial successes, wliicli tlie 
guerillas obtaioed i,n tlie'.moBtli' of October* may be considered as a kind 
of coiiipeiisation for the : progress,, of tbe. French in the kingdom of 
Valentk. Oo the twelfth of October, Baron d’ Ay roles took the castle 
cjf Beilpiiig, aii ,.inip0ftafit post* to keep up the communications of 
Catalonia .with 'Arragom , On .the twenty-sixth, he defeated a French 
moveable column near Fiiycerda, and pursued them to the very territory 
of France* where he levied strong coitributious^and afterwards returned 
to Catalonia* by the Val-de*Caro!* On the fifteenth of the same monthi, 
Don Julian Sanches, who had waited the night before' in ambush near 
Ciuclad-llodrigo, surprised Genera! Raynaud, the governor of that place,, 
when he was coming out for a ride, • and. took him prisoisen' On the 
sixteenth, the cunning, brave, and/ eulerprising Eape.cinado attacked, 
the garrison of Calatayad, and took four hund.red prisoners* On tlie 
seveiiieenth, Esposymina destroyed, in tlie ueigbboiJihoociof Ayorbe, a 
French detachment of eleven hundred men. The French troops, oo 
their part, took Balaguer, and Ma.taro: but they completely failed in 
their attack on the small islands of Las^Medas, situated at the mouth of 
Ter, Their occupation by the allies prevented the transport of supplies 
to Barcelona by the coast ; and facilitated the correspondence of the 
giieriilaa, in Catalonia, with the English vessels. General Dorsenne 
occupied the Asturias, He met with scarcely any resistance, though he 
had to encounter the Earquesito and Mendizabal, and had taken the 
precaution of not advancing without the whole of his army. In the 
Bouth, Marshal SouU sent three colamoa. against General Ballasteros, 
who, being obliged to give way to a. force three times superior to his own, 
retreated once more under the cannon of Gibraltar, The French occii-^ 
pied the intrenched camp of Saint Ilocb* It was on his return from this 
expedition, that the French- general, Godinot, blew bis brains ont. . He 
was rather an active, tlmn an excellent officer. This act of despair was 
attributed to his being apprehensive of .the reproaches, witli which 
Marshal Soult would assail him, for having auiered Ballasteros to escape* 
Marshal Soult undoubtedly ka very able- general, but lie is perhaps a 
little too severe, especially towards. officers-, who. mortify his vanity, by 
not succeeding in his plans. 

Thus ended a campaign, which offered to. many favourable chances to 
the allies, Ibough they did not avail - themselves of the advantages* 
Badajoz would have been preserved, if it had been succoured in time ; 
and this might have been effected by La Romana’s corps, supported by 
on English reserve.* Tl.je siege of Cadiz would have been* raised, in con- 
sequence of the victory of Barrosa, if Graham had been the commander- 
irt-chief* A well combined attack m.ight'liave destroyd Massena’s rear 
guard, ou the third of April,, near Sabugal; and by observing the usual 
precautions, tlie garrison of Almeida might have been taken, and its 
stores preserved. Badajoz would have been retaken in the month 
May, and Soult completely beaten, if Ihe army had been stationed 
within lines of circumvaliation and contravaUation 5 aud, the town would 
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ceiiaioly liave opened its gates to 'Lord YYellingtoo in the month of Jone^ 
if the engineers had executed ' the approaches to the body of the place 
according to the rules of fortification. , A corps of'troops might have 
been detached from Cadix to reinforce Campoverdeg and enable him to 
succour, first Tarragona, and afterwards Figuieras. ' Finally, had Lord 
Wellington been less circumspect, and waited for the attack of the 
French in his iiitrenched camp, at Foote^Guinaldo, liis victory, which 
would have been complete, would have made amends for his previous 
errors, and decided the campaign in favour of the allies. The Frencti 
look Tortosa, Tarragona, Badajos:, and Saguntum ; they gained the 
battles of Gebora, Baza, ' and Mulviedro ; and they twice caused the 
siege of Badajoz, and the blockade of Cindad-Rodrigo, to be raised. 
The allies gained the battles of Barrosa, Albnera, and Fuentes-de-Onora; 
but the latter two were merely defensive. They took but one place, 
Olivenza, where the French had left only a weak garrison, Almeida 
cannot enter into the account, as Brennier had converted it into a heap 
of ruins. The combat of Arroyo-dei-Molinos, though very brilliant, 
can only be considered as of secondary importance, on account of the 
small number of French troops engaged, a thousand of whicli, that is to 
say, one-third, succeeded in escaping with their eagles. M a ssena’s ex- 
pulsion from Portugal is unquestionably a considerable advantage; 
though it may be objected, that it was as much the consequence of fa- 
mine, as of the attacks of the allies; since, during a retreat of one month, 
the French were never actually forced from any position, butatSabugah 
Had Lord Wellington, instead of marching to the Coa, manoeuvred against 
Marmont, in the direction of Coria and Placentia, he would not have 
been long without finding a favourable opportunity to avail himself of 
the MarshaFs presumption and inexperience. The distance of the army 
#f the north would have prevented its co-operation with that of Portu- 
gal ; whilst Lord Wellington might have collected the fiower of th« 
allied troops on one and the same central point, to make an end of Mar- 
'mont. ' This army of Portugal being once destroyed, Marshal Soult 
could no longer have acted m Estremadura, and General Dorsenne 
dared not have advanced farther than Salamanca, or perhaps not beyond 
YalladolitL By continuing on the Tagus, Lord Wellington would' Imie 
insured to himself, the great superiority derived from a single line of 
operations against an enemy, whose forces, when they are at u distance 
of several marches from eaclr other, may be beaten successively by a coa^ 
cciitrated army^ ■ 
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of Si'cat ©aptaittg! of J^loUern l^fi^torj). 


IT is mir purpose under tim hmd U execute ti tmk ven/ nutch umntei^ that of 
^mnrpacmnpletec&lieitkrtiofTim Lives of .tki!' Great Captains of Mo- 
dern History. fur m respects Frmiee thk has been alrmdp executed % 
Brmmme^ kit we hau m Enplkk Writer who has attempted it* The matmaU 
cfthese IJecs wUi be m fallows ; h Where the subjects themsekes kuve left timr 
men 3lem(Hr$t ihep shail be pmn infulL Where these TAms have hem written 
% mipmitlwr of authority^ they will likewise be yiveii injullf — suck work hemp 
trmisiitied or reprinted* 3 . Ifi want of such matcnals, the best nnii he sdccied 
from the mimis and memoirs of the aye in which they lived* 

THE LIFE OF JOH¥ DUKE OF. MARLBOROUGIi 

f Continued from our ia$f*J 


BOOK V. 

CONTAINING THE TRANSACTIONS OF TEE YEAR' 1708 . 

THE French were very busy during the winter, and made unusual 
motions, which nobody could at first penetrate the meaning of. But if 
the French made great preparations on their frontiers, those of the allies 
in the Netherlands were no less considerable, though they did not make 
so much noise. Their troops were recruiting with all imaginable speed, 
and the officers were ordered to exercise their new soldiers with great 
care. They provided large magazines, and gave room for certain pre- 
diction, that the Netherlands would be a scene of great action the next 
campaign. 

At last, in the month of February, the great designs of the French 
court broke out, and it was every where known, that their preparationa 
at Dunkirk were designed against Great Britain, in favour of the pre- 
tended prince of Wales. I must digress from the history of the grand 
war, to give some account of this expedition, which for a short time held 
all Europe in suspence. 

The French king, not being able to digest the affair of Toulon, re- 
solved to make an effort to carry the war into Great-Britain; and, be- 
lieving that the Scots were dissatisfied upon account of the union, he 
flattered himself with the hopes, that they would declare for the pretender 
upon his arrival in Scotland, This being concluded upon, the necessary 
preparations for the expedition of that prince were carried on with all 
imaginable speed and secrecy; and the design thereof was rather guessed 
at than known, till the pretender set out from St. Germains, This he 
did the 7 th of that month, after having hud several conferences with the 
most Christian king, and taken his leave of him in form. He was ac 
corapanied by the earl of Middleton, and some otherlords of his court. 

About the same time the treasurer residing at Lisle received 54,000 
Louis d’Or for the use of the fleet, and 200 Irish officers arrived a* 
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Arras in tlieir way to Quokirk, where they were to go on board : while 
Biajor-geoeral Cadogan concerted with 'M* d*loFerqoerqoe tlie "inarcli 
0f a cletacluhent of British forces out of B'mbaotj and how to supply 
their room, in their several garrisons^ 'Otmer^l'Lu alley ■■•sent' orders ac«» 
corclingly to tets battalions, to' hold theniselv'cs in a readiness.tO'inard'i 
at' an bourns warning, to be embarked ai'OstencL There were already 
3 Irish battalions, and 12 French, embarked or ready to embark, all 
commanded by the count de Gace, the marquis de Vibray, the tnarquit 
de Ruffe, the marquis, de 'Levy, and, M. Dillon, lieutenant generals^ 

■ The sieur de. Monroy, colonel of the regiment of Luxemburg, and 
the marquis of Montandre, colonel of the regiment of Bearn, were made 
brigadiers ; and to encourage tlie other colonels, they were promised to 
be promoted to the like degree, and that all the subaltern officers sliould 
be likewise promoted* Each colonel received' 1500 livres by way of 
gratuity, the lieiitenant*colonels and majors §00, and the captains 600. 
M. Daiidreselle was made superinteodant of the troops designed for 
this expedition : the squadron which was to convoy them w'as entrusted 
to the count de Fobin ; but the number of ships was at first variously 
reported. 

It was said that 700 officers, and a great many volunteers, accompa- 
nied the titular monarch in this expedition, for which they remitted eight 
inillions of livres in specie to Dunkirk, besides a great sum of money 
wbich the late queen of England borrowed upon her jewels or otherwise. 
They made a great noise there of the strong party their prince had in 
Scotland, and caused a manifesto to be printed, in order to have it dis® 
parsed upon his landing, whereby he promised the Scots all the assu^ 
ranees they could desire for the secunty of their religion and liberties®' 
The court of the elector of Bavaria expressed a great deal of joy upon 
this intended expedition ; and' his electorial highness dispatched' a geii- 
tteman to eoropliment the chevalier de St* George (for that. was. the 
name he was to go by till he ascended the throne of Scotland) upoii liis 
arrival at Dunkirk, and wish him good success in his enterprise* The 
titular monarch arrived at Dunkirk the qth of February ; but there 
happened an accident in his way, which,, though €o,mmoii enough, to, 
travellers, occasioned a great consternation 'amongst' some of his sjuper«® 
stitious followers, being looked upon as a bad omen. Bis chaise, or 
calash, broke within some leagues of Dunkirk, and he. was obliged to 
take horse and ride post ;' whereby' he, found himself much fatigoed. 
Olid somewhat indisposed upo-n his orrivah His party gave out, that 
when the most Christian king bid adieu to this, pretended prince, he 
presented him with a sword' enriched" 'with diamonds,, valued at 50,000 
livres, and d'teired him 'always to; remember that it was a French sword. 

^ To which the chevalier answered, ** That if' it was his good fortune to 
get possession of the throne of his ancestors, he would not content hi In- 
tel f,. with retiirniijg thanks '"’to, his majesty by letters and ambassadors, 
but would shew his gratitude by ’ effects/’ 
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After all tiiis great bustle^ on the ISth of March the king of France 
received atlvice» that tliey had been obliged to iaod the troops that, were 
eiwharkeclg upon account of the indispositioni of tlie chevalier. II is phy- 
sician® it seems, had declared^ that be could not consent lo his etnbarka- 
tiouj looking upon it us verj dangerous for his life, because he had the 
measles, attendecl with an ague. The 14 th, the most Christian king ob- 
serving that the court appeared in a sort of consternation upon this acci.» 
dent, ckciareci, that he had sent orders tp count Forbin to put to sea 
without any fii„rther delay, upon any pretence whatsoever; and that he 
was very well ioforraed, that the chevalier was not so ill as his physician 
represented. Soon after they continued th.eir pre[)arations, and the 
wind liirnirig fair for them the 17th, they laid hold of tliat opportunity, 
am! sailed from the road of Dunkirk: but the wind changing about 
midnight, they were obliged to come to an anchor in Newport-Fits. A 
vessel sailed , from Ostend, with letters for sir George Bing, who then 
lay with a strong Eng!i^h fleet off Graveliues, to give him notice thereof, 
aud, in the mean time, all tilings were preparing for the embarkation of 
the Britisli forces. On the 20 th of March the French fleet sailed from 
the pits of Newport, about two in the morning, with a fair gale, steering 
for Scotland. And now the French were so confident that their expe- 
dition could not miscarry, that they pubUcly boasted at court, ** that 
God alone could disappoint their design,” Some accounts added, that 
when the most Christian king took his leave of the pretender at St. Ger- 
mains, he said, «« I wish you a good success, and hope I shall never see 
you again.” 

The .preparations of the French at Dunkirk gave some uneasine&s to 
the states, and especially to the , province of Zealand, which seemed 
threatened with an invasion : but 'such precautions . were timely taken 
for the security of those islands, that the French would have found it 
impossible to attack them with any success. Their territories being 
thus secured, their high mightinesses concerted with the British minis- 
ters the necessary measures for preventhrg, the designs of the enemy 
against Great-Britaiu ; and the zeal they expressed on this occasion was 
.80 very great, that tl'iey received thanks ...for it from her Britannic 
majesty. 

We must now leave the two fleets a little to themselves, to take no*» 
tiee of what passed in the mean time at London,., where Mr. Secretary 
Boyle acquainted the house of commons, on the 4 th of Blareii, that 
her majesty had commanded him to lay, before .that house several ad- 
vices, received the last night and that morning,, of great preparations at 
Dunkirk for an immediate invasion upon England by the French, and 
of the pretended prince of Wales bei.ng .come to 'Dunkirk for that pur- 
pose* Upon which the lords and commons presented to her niajesly an 
address, wherein they returnee! their most hearty thanks to her majesty, 
for being graciously pleased to coromu.nicate to them the inteUigeiice 
she had received, of an inteuded invasion of this kingdom, by the pre-^ 
'Iciideci prince of Wales, supported by a Freacli power. 
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We are so seosible (say they) of 'tlie happiaijfss we 'enjoy under youp 
Majesty^ and are so affected with the dangerous consequences of such 
ao attempt, both to your person and govenniieiit, that, witli .hearts fid! 
of concern for your majesty’s safety, we beseech your iBfijt?sty, that you 
%yill be pleased to take ..particular care of . your royal person: and we^ 
on our parts, are fully and itna^diiiously resolved to stand by and assist 
your majesty with our lives and fortunes, in maintenance of your uu-' 
doubted right and ' title to the crown of these realms, against the prer 
leaded prince of Wales, and all other your enemies, boih at home and 
'abroad. 

««'The care your majesty has taken for the defence of your doGainions, 
and particularly in fitting out so great a fleet in so short a time, gives sa^ 
lisfaction and encouragement to ail your good subjects, who are likewise 
very sensible of the zeal the states-general haye shewn upon this 
occasion. 

As a farther instance of our duty, we humbly desire, that you 
would be pleased to order that the laws against papists and nonjurors 
be put in execution ; and that directions be given to seize and secure 
such persons, with their horses and anns, as your rnajesty shall haye 
cause to suspect are disaffected to your person or government. 

‘•‘ And as we doubt not hut (by the blessing of God upon the con-? 
tinuance of your majesty’s care) your enemies will be put to confusion; 
so we readii 3 ’^ embrace this opportunity, to shew to your majesty and the 
whole world, that no attempts of this kind shall deter u^ from snp^ 
porting your majesty in a vigorous prosecution of the present war 
against France, till the monarchy of Spain be restored to the house of 
Austria, and your majesty have the glory to compleat the recovery of 
the liberties of Europe.”— To which address her majesty returned a 
suitable answer. 

The 11th of March the queen went to the house of peers, and passed 
several acts ; and afterwards made a speech to both houses, in which she 
acquainted them, ** That she had received advices that morning from 
. Ostend, that the French fleet saded from Dunkirk on Tuesday, at 
three in the morning, northward, with the pretender on board ; as also 
that Sir George Bing had notice of it the same day at ten ; and he 
being very much superior to the enemy, both in number and strength, 
lier majesty made no question but (by God’s blessing) he would soon be 
able to give a good account of the m,” The queen added, ‘‘ That she 
bad also advice, that 10. battalions of her troops were embarked at Os- 
tend, ready to sail with their .convoy, as there should be occasion ; and 
that she should continue to 'take all proper measures for disappointing 
the enemy’s design.” ' ” 

The lords and commons, in return, presented to her majesty their se- 
veral addresses ; which' I shall not here insert, nor any other pieces of that 
nature, the above being sufficient to shew the unanimity of queen and 
pyliament at that time, and the folly of the French attempt against a 

IJritish govern meat thus happily , cementedi • ‘ 
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Wliile this pasfied at Loiidoo,. ^orae parsons, appointed by the cotn-> 
iBissioii of the general assembly, appeared before the coiuicif, and prc-« 
seiited the retjiiest of ^ the commission, that there might be a day o£ 
general last and inimiliatioii to God, to implore his mercy, and afert or 
iefeat the threatened inrasion ; together with an act they had formed 
thereupon, to whicii they craved civil sanction ; and the lords and privy 
council, agreed thereto* 

On the i6th an express arrived at London from Sir George Bing, 
with tetters dated the ISth, from on board tne Medway, off the Frith of 
Ediiibiirgh, importing, that the ieet under his command anchored the 
night before off that Frith, and saw, the 13th, in the morning,' the 
Frencln fleet in the mo nth of the Frith, where they came likewise the 
iStli. They weighed the 13th in the moming, upoo'the appearance of 
tlie British fleet, and stood off from them,, and Sir George made all t.he 
sail he conk! after them* The fleets were' within two or three leagues 
of each other*. Sir George sent a boat to the Isle of May, from whence he 
had an account, that the enemy sent a ship the 12th up into Leith 
road, with a blue flag at the main-top-inast-head, and that they heard 
several guns fire, in the manner of a salute, as they thought ; and the 
ship came down again the next morning, and was seen within two leagues 
of the English fleet, but without a flag. 

About the same time arrived letters from. Dunbar, which imported, 
that the 12th, about noon, a frigate of twenty-six guns passed by that 
place, and stood into the Frith, to view the ships in Leith road. About 
lour, another frigate of tweoty-fonr guns appeared off Dunbar, and 
seemed to cruise about the road, as if she waited for some intelligence 
from the shore. About six in' the evening, they .saw a great many ships 
right off the place, one of which had a white flag on her top^mast-head : 
whereupon the militia stood to their arms on the shore, and the dra- 
goons, who lay there, kept patroles all the night, to prevent any 
descent; but the enemy did not attempt it* They made several sig- 
nals ; and one Mr, Hepburn, formerly a servant to the late lord Dun- 
dee, being very solicitous to go on board that fleet, which he pretended 
was come from Loiidoiii was seixcd priso.ner, and 'carried away by the 
dragoons. 

The lytli an express arrived from the earl of Leven, ' general of the 
ibrces ill Scotland,; and governor of the castle of Edinburgh, with let- 
ters dated the 13th, late at night, which conflrrned that the British and 
French fleets were seen off* the month of the Firth, and so near one an- 
other, that they appeared to' be but the same fleet. The said lord Leven 
received that night a letter from a gentleman of note in' Fife, importing,; 
that that day, at four o’clock., they heard a cannonading at sea, which 
made them believe that the two ..fleets' were .engaged. The French, it 
seems, over-shot the place where they int.ende.d to go ; for they were seen 
off Moiitross, before they appeared in the'Frith of Edinburgh. 

The 15 th a fleet appeared off the mouth of the Frith, standing in for 
the same ; wIiereupoi;i t.he earl of Leven .drew up all the standing forces 
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ia Ediobwgbs and part of .tbe.mili.daj marched to: Leith, to oppose 
any descend, ■ ha ca&e those ' .ships ■P^’t^ved lo be the French iejet. His 
lordship being arrived there,., there, came o.u, shore „ao officer from sir 
.George Bing, by whom hislo.rdship was informed, that the British fleet 
having chased the enemy, from Satarday .morning till tlje afternoon^ 
some of the Britisli ships came np with the French, and began an en- 
gagement; but the enemy. being unwilling to run any hazard, made all 
the sail they could .to '.get .away, and, so .m,ade their esca.pe... 

The Leopi^rd, onaoffher majesty’s ships,, captain Gordon commander^ 
.came up with the Salisbury, a French siiip of guns, which struck to 
the IUeopard|> and surreadered#,. There, were 7^^^ soldiers on board, and 
a Frencli dicntepant-general bes,ide.a several Brsglish,. Scotch, and Irith 
gentlemen ; and a.nxou,gst others the .lord Griffin, , and two sons of .the 
earl of Middleton. 

■ The Fren.ch preleiided, that the co.iiBt .de Forbin had resolved, to 
land hisibrces, seamen, artillery, .and ammunition'; to burn his ships, 
and fortify a post ; but the council of the pretender did not think fit to 
e^spose Ms person.; and seeing that the Scots did not answer the . signals 
agreed upon, out of fear of the English fleet, or infidelity, as they called 
it, they resolved to return home. They gave out, that the chevalier was 
furnished wdth very fine tents, and a great deal of gold, silver-gilt, and 
aitver plate, of an ejjquiaite workmanship ; with clothes for his life- 
guards, liveries for his houshold, and ether necessaries, 

J ^all here add to these pieces tracts of two letters more, one from on 
board the Med way ^ the other from ma officer concerned in the expedition; 
leaving most of the reflections on it to be made at the end of the year, 
that I may not too long detoiu the regder from the immediate subiect of 
fhis history? tlie achievements of the. duke of Marlborougln The fi.rst 
letter is dated March tbe ...“ We chased the enemy (says the writer) 
to the northward of Buccanes.s, sometimes with reasonable hopes o.f 
coming up with them* Tim Dover and Ludlow Castle being the .only 
Ckw-imling ships we Iwd, they were the first which, came up with the 
eocniy’s squadron, passing by. some of the smaller to engage some of the 
larger ships, and stop them till they could be relieved* They attacked 
two or three of their ships, among which was the Salisbury : they did not 
part with them till .more of o-ur ships arrived,: but worked their ships in 
a handsome manner, to cut, them off from the rest of the fleet ; but, in 
the darkness of the night, they all got out of sight, except the Salisbury, 
who falling in amopgst om* headmost .ships, the Leopard entered men 
on bi^ard her. We were informed by the officers who were taken, that 
there were battalions on board..' their squadron. The number and 
strength of their shi.ps..* a, re, veiy, near the.„a.ccount we lately received 
from Dunkirk, nor were they joined by the Brest men of war ; and they 
hirther assure us, that the ships our out**scouts saw oft Calais were 

privateers and their prMes gaiug into Dunkk^^ 

^ « khmt 3a skip®, most of tkem small. Sir George Bing’s, fieet, according to a 
Iwl wat to pmeral Cadof ap, cossisted of 40 skips of tke Imcy and ' i i6 frigates. 
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Tlie acliiiiral seeing uolikeliliood' of coming -up again wills tlie enemy, 
took station in tlie Frith of Edinbiirgh, and coiitinuecl Ikmuill lie was ' 
iiiforrnt*ci of the return of the enemy to Bmikirk, wisely foroseeing, that 
iiotwitlislaiifiing the reports, they had spread of their strong party .in the 
north of Scjotlaiid, tlieir true design was upon the ca|>ita! city. This 
and some otlser curious particnliirs are confirmed in the otlier ex-Uaet, 
from a letter written by an Irish or Scotch officer, who, being in the in-" 
terest of tlie pretender, ilertCTi^es the 'more to be credited' in severai par*. 
ticttlar«e It is dated at Dunkirk, April; 19, N., S, 

This geiitlernan iofonnw his friend, *M.hat on the 9th their prince 
arrived at Dunkirk again, and that they were all in so- miserable a emwli- 
tioii, that the soldiers, when they crept ashore, looked more like rata 
than mem The prince suffered much 'in -his 'health, aneb whai with 
fatigue and chagrin, looked very thin;, but, to put m good face on the 
matter, he dressed himself ta a line embroidered sate, and a blue feather 
in his hat, when he went: ashore, where he - was Teceived' by abiindaoce of 
ladies in their couches, with looks that very much resembled an Eoglisli 
ftineraL When lie went off, the noise was all over, Long Live the Ring;; 
but at his return, shrugging of shoulders and shaking of heads gave a' 
dismal' welcome* 

*« 1 need not tell you (be continues} that the foundation of our wliok 
design was the castle of Eclinburgir; wliich miscarrying, by the -arrival 
of the English fleet, the prince’s council did not think fit to land any 
where' else. The plan of this castle was laid before a council of general 
olioers at Yersaiiles; and it was unanimously concluded, that, witlr tlse 
troop% mortars, and bombs, which we carried, it could not hold out above 
three 'days* We designed' to'have raade a false attack at-the Postern-*^ 
Gate# while three battalions should enter the 'OUt-works that 'oo::! 'the 
city, and lodge under t.heir halLraoon, which- woukl'oblige- them the next 
day to surrender^ By the taking of this castle, we should have had the 
regalia; and, I am told, two protestaut- archbishops would have crowned, 
our prince in the high' church* The- ei|iii valent from EnglamI, bang- 
al&o in this castle, would bave been a great- supply tons for raising 'men;, 
we having above 400 officers wi,th ui "for that" purpose, all pretty fellows-^ 
that have served in the wars of Italy and 'Spain ; and above. 100 chests' 
of money.*’ 

Thus ended, to the disgrace O'f the French, an expedition which had 
alarmed the confederacy: for tliey could not fancy, that the French 
court W'ould 'so far expose their reputation, as to notify a'n enterprise of 
this nature to foreign princes, a.s if it could not miscarry, unless they hud 
certain assurances, that the whole kingdom of Scotland was for the pre- 
tender* . .This was doiibtles.s their opinion.; for otherwise they would 
never. have 'credited the impertinent report of the chevalier de iiambiire, 
w.lio decltrecl, in, a letter published in the Paris Gazette, that tliere were 
not 1500 men i'll the .whole kingdom of Scotland against the pretender* 

Major-general Cadoga.o,. having caused - eleven British battalions to 
tmbark for G-reat-Britain.,. those troops .arrived at Tinmouth, under 
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convoy of /rear-adimral Baker; -but they were a few^ days after ordered 
back for^ Flanders, and -some of the troops that were roarebiog from 
EngiaEd for Scollaiitd were ordered to be shipped off for the' same 
service*' 

This design of the enemy proved ad vaiitageons to the allies, quickened , 
their resol utioos, ' arid convinced them more and more of the necessity 
of humbling the exorbitant power of France. On the other hand, it 
afforded an opportunity to the government to distinguish, through the 
various pretences of men, those who were truly loyal to her majesty, and 
faithful to the succession in the protestant line, from some others who 
talked as much of protestautism, and yet were for popish pretefider* 
The people of Great Britain appeared unanimous against the enemy^ 
and there was no .rising in Scotland, as had been expected. The govern-*' 
inent indeed took care to prevent it, and secured several persons, whose 
conduct had given room for suspicion. The pope, who was deeply con-* 
cerned in this expedition, lost his money to no purpose ; and the exposi« 
tioo of the sacrament for forty hours in the churches of the English, Scots, 
and Irish at Rome, for imploring Goffs assistance on the enterprise of the 
pretender, served only to shew the foppery of that idle superstition. 

Prince Eugene, who was to serve this year in the Netherlands, having 
signified to the duke of Marlborough the time of Iris departure for the 
Hague, his grace embarked as soon as he had certain advice that the 
enemy was returned to Dunkirk, and arrived at the Hague three days 
after his serene highness. They continued every day in conference with 
the pensionary and the deputies of the states, to concert the operations 
of war, which were all kept with the utmost secrecy. These conferences 
made the French very uneasy, and the precautions they took to secure 
their frontiers on the side of the Moselle were a plain indication that they 
were afraid of being attacked that way. 

The two confederate generals having finished their negotiations at the 
Hague, prince Eugene set out the aoth of April for Dasseldorp, where 
he arrived the 2^d, and was received with the respect due to his Irirth 
and merit. He had immediately after his arrival a conference with Che' 
Elector Palatine, and finished his negotiations the next day ; so that after 
having ' dispatched an express for Vienna, bis highness set out the 24th 
for Hanover. , 
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mmiNAL NARRATIVE OF MY SERVieES, 

IN THE YEAR 1813. 
f Transhted from the FrmclhJ 


t' Concluded from our last) 

IT lias been already related, that during the fire in Btntek, the euenay bad al* 
tarkfcl tlie redoubts of that placei and that part of the gairisou had made a sortie 
to protect them ; here again the expbita of the Free Company dtim our admira* 
lion, The hundred warriors who composed it, ■ supported by one hundred more 
soldiers, wished to retake from the Russians the adf aiictd post of the redoubt 
Frioul, of which they had gained possession 5 they silently marched to the foot of 
this post, clliiibed up the heights, and darting' orer the palisadoes, shewed them- 
«elf €8 to the astonished enemy $ one hundred and fifty men were put to the sword, 
the remainder were made prisoners. After this aignal advantage, and the success 
obtained to the north of the city, where a morderous fire of musquetry swept ofiT 
wntire ranks of the enemy, Count Heudelet gave orders that these harassed troops 
should return into the city, when the sound of arms, shouting and cries, announced 
to him that the French were seriously engaged towards Schidlitzaiiid StoUzeubnrgh. 
It was oue o'clock in the morning, and no objects could be distinguished but by 
the light of houses burning here and there over the country, or where a momentary 
gleam appeared from the streams of fire, which marked the course of the Congreve 
rockets through the air. Count Beudclet was informed, that the besieged were re- 
pulsed in these two iuhiirbs, and that they had retreated under the protection 0 f 
the neighbouring batteries. The Cenerai immediately sent to require from the 
city all the disposable troops, and at the same time ordered the first demi-brigadc to 
march out of the fortress of Bisch off berg. These forces formed a junction, but 
the darkness of the night was so great, that Generals Heudelet and Grandjean, not 
being able to form an opinion of the number or position of the enemy, waited until 
the break of day, that they might act with "more; precision and effect. Aa soon as 
the dawn of morning had throwm a feeble light over the country, General BcTjUicis 
received orders to retake the post on the right of the Schidlitz, which the enemy 
hid obtained; and General Breissand was directed: to march into Schidlitz and Stolt- 
xenhurgh, and to draw up before the fort of Bischoff berg. General Breissand 
marched forward, and drove the enemy from the trenches he had made during the 
uight* upon an extent of two hundred toises, on a parallel with the fort of Bis- 
chofiberg, and retook all the posts they had ocewpied t hut the Eussians, con- 
siderably reinforced, attacked General Breissand 5 that able officer ivas to have" 
been supported by Genera! Ee Villiers, but the length and difficulty ol the roads re- 
tarded Ms progress, and exposed General Breissand’s corps alone to the enemy^a 
attack. His ssS nation did not alarm him ; he ordered a general charge, and the 
engagement began. In a moment after, General Be Villiers attacked, and carried 
by main force the posts to the right ; the Russians were repulsed from the plum 
of Stoltzciiburgh ; hut, in themoraeut of his success, the brave General Breissand 
was mortally wounded; to replace him, General Heudelet amt the Chief of his 
Staff, Colonel Ctuesnel ; that officer, full of enthusiasm, activity and honour, .pOB- . 
sessed, ill an eminent degree, the power of exciting the ardour of his companion* 
111 arms, by the example of bis' valour and the eloquence of ins language; al- 
tlioiigli as yet young, he had seen fifteen years of active serv‘re, and, by hii nobSe^ 
usid daring conduct dariog the siege, added 'lustre to t|ie military reputation he had 
before acquired, in the casnpalgis of Italy, Spain, and the Kortli. The Eussiaiw 
abandoned ibc posts of Schidlitz and Stoltzenburgh, to the brilliant boldness of 
oar troops, but on the following day they throw themselves on the latter suburb^ 
WoL, IV. Nt>. 22, 3 R 
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with eiglit hiindre^l men j seventy French troops, who defended it, retreated to the 
gates of Schidlitz. General Elusson, perceiving this retrograde movement, drew 
tw® hundred and eighty men from different positions, at whose head he rushed on 
StoUzenhnrgh, but be was suddenly stopped by a long and deep trench, which the 
enemy had hastily dug up, and furnished with numerous troops, protected by 
artillery. Those obstacles were insurmountable, and the General was obliged 
to retire under the fort of Bischoffberg, towards which the .Russians began im- 
mediately to carry on their trenches. 

The Governor perceived that it would be useless to persist in retahing posts^ 
which the enemy, six times more nunaerous, attacked without respite; he there- 
fore left only a cordon of trpops round the city, to observe the manoeuvres of the 
besiegers, and to disturb their advanced posts, by a continued fire of musketry, 
and perpetual skirmishing. Meantime, famine was wasting away the garrison and 
citizens of Dantzic- The most vile and disgusting food was bought at an enormous 
price, and devoured with avidity. 

Every morning hand-barrows were employed to carry off these unfortunate 
people, who perished in the streets through absolute want ; but without detailing 
those dreadful scenes of horror and despair, the imagination may conceive what 
was the situation of Danfzic, when two women were taken up for selling human 
flesh, made up as sausages ! and it was deemed cruel in the Governor to put a stop 
to this infernal traffic. Nor can it hardly be supposed, that after an engagment 
it was found necessary to inter the dead, to save their bodies from the voracity of 
the besieged, who eagerly strove to seize ou this execrable food ! It was in sucb a state 
of misery, when a single bouse did not remain in the city, wliieh had not been ra- 
vaged by fire, or injured by bombs or balls, that the Senate of Dantzic, in the 
hope of saving the inhabitants from total destruction and despair, presented thu 
foUowing address to Count Rapp 

, 

All FAtrope bears testimony to your exploits; victory has called you tVom 
the frozen summit of the Alps to the burning sands of Egypt, from the border® 
of the Nile to the banks of the Danube and the Spree, and from the fields 
watered by the Tagus to the shores of the Baltic. Your name, Sir, is connected 
with all the successes, which, for twenty-five years, have attended the French 
arms; and your eighteen wounds are witnesses that yon have been ever ready to 
sacrifice your life to the duties of your noble profession. After having done so 
much for glory, will you not, Sir, deign to yield a little to the cause of humanity 
for surely you cannot gather more laurels amidst those walls, where only the 
cypress is seen steeped in our blood, and bedewed with our tears. The losses, th«ij 
privations, the misfortunes of every kind, we have borne with patience and resig- 
nation for yonr cause, allow us, perhaps, the privilege of being favourably heard, at 
those critical moments, when our city is menaced with total destruction, should 
you longer determine to defend it. It is not from this siege we are to date our 
sufferings; a former siege, Sir, sustained against yourself, had already annihilated 
the prosperity of these countries; since that period, submissive to your govern- 
ment, we have repaid, by innumerable proofs of obedience, devotion, and fidelity, 
the solemn promise made to us, to protect our industry, our commerce, and the 
Independence of our laws. Yet for these six years, our port, once so nourishing, 
which opened to us the.riches of a successful commerce, has been, by order of your 
Sovereign, closed -against those Powers with -whom he was at war, 0iir vessels 
have perished in this fatal tnaclion, oUr magazines are now no more opened to the 
chanew of a lucrative explrtation, aud every source of our prosperity has de- 
cayed away. ’ ' 

' Dantzle, fallen from its commercial rank, and deprived of the honours of its 
flag, has not rfmainedlets attached to France ;-althoughj instead of its countings 
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iitnsscs, its ware.feoiiscss aad its pacific sp'feculatiofts, it only exWbits tiic appear* 
aiicc of a ilcpftt for arms, and immense preparations for war, to wliitii we have 
confrllmletl with all owr means*, ttnd when, Sir, the elements conspireil to destroy 
yonr Krand army, dispersed its remains, and delivered them to an enemy emboldened 
hy its disasters ; when the people betrayed you in your passage, Dantiic remained 
fftlfhfiil, and hastened, by an hospitable reception and disinterested cares, to 
ioflen titc sulferings, and soothe the disasters of your sick soldiers. An epidemic 
disease met our generous efforts ; and, without m murmur «t the cause of our 
grief, we wept over twelve tlicmsand of our fellow-cSliMut, who perished by con- 
tagion. Ilils city was, in the wiean time, besieged by the Kusslans, and your 
rocasurea of defence called on our part for immense sacrifices y all private pro- 
perty was converted to public use ; we possessed nothing wo did not share, or 
rather ejMclusIvely deliver, to the urgent wants of your hospitals and your gar* 
lison; and yet, Sir, what complaints have we preferred, or what reimnmt ranees 
have we made, during the long exercise of thos-e destructive requisitions ? But 
tki! Sir, these are but the smallest of our Cvik 5 for after having lost our for- 
tunes, we sill! have banishment or death to dread. A part of the inhabitants of 
this mourning city were driven from their fire-sides, abandoned to the mercy of pub- 
lic pity \ others, fktims of the evils of a rigorous siege, regret that they were not 
Included in that sad proscription. The llussians, after Imving hutiicd down our 
suburbs, shoncred a dt?Ktroying lire, and burning balls upon our city. The dykes 
which restrained the fury of the waves have been burst open j the liver which 
bathes our ramparts has sapped their shattered foundations, and opened a passage 
for its waves through oor ruined habitations. Even, Sir, at the moment wc lay 
before you our miseries, forty batteries belonging to the enemy, directed day and 
night against the circle of our walls, vomit forth terror and death amongst us- 
Thc father is struck in the middle of bis family, and often the entire family disap- 
pears amidst the crash of burning ruins, which engulph them m their fall. At 
every moment new fires excite new alarms, and, in this eventful stale, the living 
cannot reckon on a single day of existence. Yet it is in vain that the remainder 
of our population hope to escape from the fatal explosion of the bomb, by flying 
for refuge to the subterraneous parts of our dwellings *, another danger not less 
frightful pursues them. Famine, more horrible than any olhCr evil, inuUipUes 
scenes of grief and rage, which the most indexible conqueror must shudder to be-' 
liobi But no, the groans, the piercing shrieks, the last sighs of so many wretched 
beings, t prey to all the tortures of despair, and to "the convulsions of .a violent 
death, will not be lost to our cause !— -they will eloquently plead fur a dying 
people; yoti, Sir, will hear them, and you will save those victims, who yet survive 
fso many scourges. Do nol fear, able and courageous General, that the surrender 
of Iheic walls can betray irresolution ; an heroic rcsktancc for ckven mouths, 
perpetual combats, the fury of which evea night itself had not the power to suspend ; 
actions and deeds, emulative of fabulous times, would justify the necessity of the 
act, if It could require it, 

« Besides, Sir, it is not the power of the enemy that will reduce the city 5 it is, 
not eve® to the force of disease, inundations, or famine, that you will have yielded 
out ramparts ; no, Sir, our miisfortunes, our tears, and our prayers alone, could 
hove conquered you. Invincible to force, you will be subdued by pity ; and tbif 
one act of a feeling heart will raise a more splendid trophy to your fame, than ill 
llic victories you hme gained.” 

Count ftapp heard. ibis address, but he still 'persisted in the defence of the 
place. 

The ijth of November, the Free Company issued from the city, at two hour# 
after midnight, and precipUated themselves into the trench the enemy had dug be-i. 
fow Wemberg; one hundted and forty Kussian® were put to the swords "Ten 
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desperate enterprises of this kind were attempted with success by those brave and 
determined warriors, many amonpt whom lost their lives. Lieutenant Connard 
%vas wounded in it for the twentieth time. JVI . Kosey ga%'e, in the foremost ranks^ 
proofs of the most extraordinary courage, EVom the iith to the 28th of Novem- 
ber, there were every day continued skirmishes, and an incessant cannonade kept 
up. Twenty batteries, armed with a hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, played 
continually on the post of Bischoffberg; all the other redoubts of the enemy were 
equally formidable- The situation of the besieged now became such, that resist- 
ance became culpable, not only in the eyes of humanity, but according to the 
most rigorous principles of war 5 for the Governor could no longer plead, in justi*. 
hcation of his inflexibility, any of those motives which had at first engaged 
him to sustain the siege of Bantxic. He had defended that city because immense 
magazines had been deposited there, but which the fire had totally consumed. U 
had been defended as a place of refuge for those soldiers who would have perished 
had they a longer march to sustain ; but the greater part of those men had al- 
ready lost their lives, and a capitulation was the only hope of safety left for the 
remainder. Its defence was undertaken in order to injure the enemy on his retreat, 
under the supposition that Napoleon would have been victorious ; but, after the 
most serious conflicts, that Captain had repassed the Rhine with the scattered re- 
mains of the grand army. 

In such a state, what advantage could be proposed in a longer resistance ? To 
preserve a heap of ruins and tombs; to annihilate the wretched inhabitants of a 
city, which owed to the French the calamities which overwhelmed it, and even to 
complete the destruction of the EVeoch themselves, witijout serving the cause of 
their Emperor. Still less could it benefit their country, already too much 
afflicted by the loss of so many thousands of her cbildien, fallen in the plains of 
Muscovy, Poland, Prussia and Saxony. All thos?? considerations, at length, pre- 
vailed In the mind of General Rupp, over a resolution which would have been 
fatal. The Governor and his garrison had done all that could be expected from 
the most intrepid soldiers, and all that remained was to procure honourable terms. 

The Convention ccmcluded between his Royal Highness the Prince of Wurtem* 
berg and Count Rapp, was in substance, that the place should be surrendered on 
the first of January, if it was not relieved before that period, 

The Garrison fo march out with the honours of war. 

That it should preserve six hundred pieces of artillery and all its baggage, and 
should return to France, under the condition of not serving against the Allies for 
a year and a day. , ■ . ’ 

As soon as this Convention had been signed, the Prince of Wurtemberg dc- 
mnuded from the Governor those soldiers of the garrison who belonged to the 
diflerent Coalesced Powers, ' Count Rapp not having any motive to refuse, agreed" 
to this claim ; and, inconsequence, the Bavarians and other foreigners, whose 
•Qvereigns had declared war against the Emperor Napoleon, separated from the 
French. 

Their parting was alTecting ; those brave im?n vowed eternal esteem and friend- 
ship, which, they declared, no political dissensions should interrupt; they ail em- 
braced their compsinions mi taking leave, and many exchanged swords. At the 
bead of the Bavarians was Colonel Butler, an ofiicer whow heart was the seat of 
every virtue that could adorn a soldier. Thus partK*d those valiant men, worthy 
of appreciatiug each other’s merit; and, endeared by mutual esteem, they sepa- 
fjited ; and, faithful to the commands of their sovereigns, went to figlit thoscji 
whose fellow-soldiers they had been-. Meantime, the French yielded to the hope 
of once more rettiruing to ;lihelr homes, -and forgetting, in the bosom of their fa- 
inilinSi, the misCortunea they •hnd.expefl^encedi* A few days only were to elapse, ac- 
cording lo the regulations of 'the Convention, before they should pursue their route 
lowvds Iheir beloved France: every one was with delight making preparations^ 
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md only waited the csspected signal j when the Genera! received a letter from the 
head f|Rartcr8 of the Russians, which aiinottiiced,:that the Emperor Alexander had 
refused to ratify that Article which allowed the French to return to France, Tha<^ 
monarch tieraauded that they should he sent into Russia, , as prisoners of war. 

This intelligence sliocified the Frenchj who were at ouee, from the sweetest pros- 
peet hope could form, plunged into the uiost gloomy despair 5. for what alterna- 
tive could he more dreadful than a severe captivity, amidst the frozen dimes of 
Moscovy, and, after such Indescribabk fatigues, unexampled dangers and misfor- 
tunes, more almost than human strength was capable of' supporting, to be obliged 
to march, during a rigorous season, and into these very countries where so many 
of their countryiueo; had perished, by the severity of a cold and inhospitable 
climate! 

The idea of such a termination to their sufferings wounded the pride of the be- 
sieged; they formed the resolution of issuing out with arms in their hands, and 
dying upon the bodies of their enemies, whose sovereign had violated the laws of 
iwtions, and broken a treaty, to which a Prince, hi# General, had subscribed bis 
name* In the bitterness of adveriity, and the anguish of despair, those severe 
complaints and insulting reproaches were wot surprising. Yet the Russian 
Monarch alkdged, in justification of his refusal to ratify the Convention, the con- 
duct of Napoleon, who, in opposition to a similar treaty, signed with the garrison, 
of Thorn, had compelled the soldiers who composed it to serve before the expi- 
ration of the time agreed on. 

If sttcb was the case, General Rapp and the garrison of Bantzic could only ac- 
cuse their Emperor himself for the severe terms which formed the basis of a se- 
cond capitulation ; which, however, it was necessary to agree to, in order to stop 
the fury and arrest the vengeance of those soldiers who remained in the garrison, 
and, prompted by despair, determined to seek a period to their woes, at the point 
of the sword. But they had sufficiently proved bow little they feared the greatest 
dangers; and, in their deplorable state, there was more bravery in supporting cx- 
isieuce than in meeting death. They therefore marched out of the city, which 
bad been almo«t beaten down around tbem,aud, in quitting it, passed over an im- 
mense fosse, which had served as « cemetery during the siege, and where above 
forty thousand bodies had been interred. 

There for ever their friends reposed, whilst they set out, doomed to submit to a 
melancholy exile on the borders of the Nieper and the Volga. Yet they received 
from the inhabitants of those countries the most soothing attentions, and the 
most adectiiig testimonies of their kindness and benevolence. Even in those dis- 
tant climes, the bravery and misfortunes of the defenders of Bantzic were known, 
and their renown inspired every breast with a veneration for those heroes, which 
rendered their misfortunes sacred. The people every where contended for the 
pleasure of adbrding them all those sweet and soothing consolations, which could 
soften or alleviate the sorrows of suffering captivity. The return of the Bourbons, 
and of peace soon after, brought with them their freedom, and at last their ex- 
pectations have not been deceived. Already they behold the rivers and hills of 
their beloved country; they once more revisit those beautiful fields, which plenty 
and the blessings of Heaven have covered with abundance, and which the dev&s- 
tatloos of war seem not to have snlUed, 

Intrepid Sous of France, you, whose daring deeds and unshaken constancy have 
been admired during a siege, in which Fortune exhausted on you all her ven- 
geance, at length Ibrget all your reverses and your sorrows, in the calm leisure of 
an albhcallug peace 5 or rather preserve for ever' the remembrance of the miseries 
and diitsiers which war had caused around you, in order to feel more impressively 
this maxim— THAT HOWEVER HAEZEIMCJ the Itmnn SEEKIHOa MAT BE, 
WHICH so RBOONnS TEE .WEIGHTY TmOFHIES OF THE COH^tOBROK, A PEACE- 
FOE AN» PATEENAb 80T»BIGH CAN AOOHE 0O-|fSXIXtJTE THE'HAPFINESf 
m HIS PEOPJLE. ' 
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OFFICIAL NARRATIVES ' 

OF THE 

CAMPAIG^^S OF BlTONAPAllTE, 

Beiko a Complete Collection oe the whole of the Bulletins 

rUBLISHED BV BuONAPAE.TE, FROiyt HIS FIRST CA^lpAICiN AS GENE- 
ral IN Chief IN Italy J79^>, TO HIS Abdication. 



IT is the well knmon opinion of some of our ablest Generals^ that the French BuL 
ktins of Buonaparte contain the most complete practical lessons of modern warfare^ 
and with a due allowance for so7ne exaggeration^ include the fullest narrative cf 
the most inemorable campaigns oji record, A wish, thereforey has ofie^t bemi cx-^ 
pressed that they were all puMishid in one form y so as to form a portable yiumual 
as well for future reference as for present siudij. It is onr present purpose to 
fjTcct this. In thisy and in the foUoivhig numbers of the Chronicley we shall 
accordingly give a complete coUectmi of the lolwle of the Bulletins published by 
Buonaparte, This collection loas commenced ht ike frst Number of thh Second 
Series of the Military Chronicle ; and these Bulletins are no where io he found but 
in the Moniteur and in the Military Chronicle., IVe co7}cewe it unnecessary to 
point out the utility of having them thus completCy and in a form always accessible 
' for history and reference. 


CAMPAfGN'-JN'RmsrA ■IN-lB i% 


FIRST BULLETIN. 

CiUWBiNNEN, June ^0, — TOWARDS the end of Russia al- 

tered Iier political sy.stcm'-^the English spirit regained its influence — the 
Ukase respecting commerce was its first act. 

In February, 181 1, five divisions of the Oussian army quitted the Danube 
by forced marches, and proceeded to Pohnd. By llus njovt3ment Russm sa- 
crificed Wallachia and Moldavia. 

When the Russian armies were united and formed, a Protest against France 
appeared, which was transmitted to every cabinet, Russia by Unit announced 
that she felt no wish to save appearances. All means of conciliation were em- 
ployed on the part of France-— all were ineflfectual. 

Towards the close of 1811, six months after it was manifest in France 
that all this could end only i|i war, preparations were made for it. The 
garrison of Dantzic was increased to 20,000 men. Stores of every description, 
cannons, muskets, powder, ammunition, pontoons, were conveyed to that 
place; considerable sums of money wese placed at the disposal of the depart- 
ment of engineers for the augmentation of its fortifications. 

The army Was placed on the war establishment. Tlie cavalry, the train o 
airtilicry, and the military baggage train, were completed. 

Jn March, 1812# a treaty of alliance was concluded with Austria ; the pre- 
ceding month a treaty had been concluded with Prussia. ^ 

In April the first corps of the Grand Army marclmd for the Oder, the se-> 

, cond corps to the Elbe, corps to the Lower Oder, the fourth corpt 

^iet out from Verona^ cremd the Tyrol, and proceeded to Silesia. Th.C; 
Guards left Paris, . 
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On tlie QSd of April, tlic Eoipcror of Russia took tlie command of Ids 
army, ciiiitied St. IMer»burj|lu mid moved his head quarters lo Wiltia. 

Ill the commeiicem^Tit of May, the first corps arrived on the Vistula, at 
Cllisiig, 1111(1 Maricuburg:; the second corps at Marion werder, the third corps 

11iorn, the foiiilh and sixth corps at Fiock, the fifth corps assembled at 
\V 31 r«iw, the eighth corps on the right of Warsaw, and the sevcMth corps at 
Fulowy*' ■ 

TIh" IhinKTor set out from St Cloud on tho 0th of May ; crossed the Rliiim 
m the i3lh,tiifi Elbe on the ^^9th, and the Vistula on the l6th of June. 


SECOND BULLETIN. 

WiLKOWisKi, June '2‘2d, 1SF2.— Arxmeans of efetirig an understanding 
between die two empires became impossible. The spirit which reigned in the 
llussimi. Cabinet hurried it on to war. • 

Generai Narbonne, aide»de-camp to the Eroperor, was dispatched to Wihm^ 
aiul coiilil rcinain there only a few clays. By that was gained the proof, tin|t 
I fic deirijind, ---equally arrogaiit and extraordinary, which had been made 
Prince Kurakin, and in which he declared, Unit he would not enter into 
any explaiiution before I V.utce had cvucuafod tlie territory of her own allies in 
order to leave them Jit the. mercy of Russi;q was tlie .sine qua non of that 
Cabinet, and it made tiiat ii matter of boast to foreign powers. 

The first corps advanced to the Pregeh The Prince of Kekmuhl had his 
head-quarters, on the Hthof June, at Konigsberg. 

The Marshal Duke of Reggio, commsinding the second corps, had his 
head-quarters at VVehkiu ; the Marshal Duke of Elchingeu, commanding 
the third corps, ut Soldass; the Prince Viceroy, at Rastenburg ; the King of 
Westphalia, at Warsaw j the Prince Pouiatowski, at Pultusk. The Emperor 
moved his head-quarters, on the leth, to Konigsberg, on the Pregd; on 
the 17 th to Insterburg j on tiie 19th to Gumbinnen. 

A Slight hope of accommodation still remaintd. The Emperor had given 
orders to Count Lauriston to wait on the Emperor Alexander, or on his 
for Foreign Affinrs, and to ascertain whether there might not yet be 
some means of obtaining a reconsideration of the demand of Prince Kurakin* 
and of reconciling the honour of France, and the interest of her allies, with 
Ihe opening a negociatlon. 

The same spirit which had previously swayed the Eussian Cabinet upon 
various pretexts, prevented, Count Lauriston from accomplishing his mission ; 
and it appeared, for the first time, that an Ambassador, under circumstances 
of so much importanci’, wnis unable to obtain an interview, either with the 
Sovereign or Ins Minister. The Secretary of I^egaliou, Provost, brought this 
intelligence to Oumbiiinea ; and the Emperor issued orders to march for tlie 
purpose of passing the Niemen. ** The conquered,'’ observed he, “ assume 
the tone of conquerors: fiite drags them on *, let their destinies be fulfilled.’* 
His Majesty caused tlie following proclamation to be inserted in the Orders of 
the Army : 

" SoMiERS 1 — ^Tlie second w‘ar of Poland has commenced. The first wa» 
brought to a close at Fricdland and Tilsit At Tilsit, Russia swore eternal 
alliance with France, and war with England. She now violates her oaths. 
She refuscii to give any explanation of her strange conduct, until the Eagles 
#f France shall have repassed the Rhine,' leaving, by such a movement our 
allies at her uiercy. Russia is dragged along by a fatality ! Her destinies mutt 
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|>e accomplisbed. Sho»!d she, then, consider us degenerate ? Are we no 
longer to be looked upon as the soldiers of Austcrlitz ? She offers us the al- 
ternative of dishonour or war. The choice cannot admit of hesitation. Let 
us, then, rnatidi forward. Let us pass the Niemen Let us carry the war 
into her territory. The second war of Poland will be as glorious to the 
French arms as the hi’st : but the peace which we shall conclude will be its 
own 'guarantee, and will put an end to that proud and haughty indueiico 
which Russia has for fifty years exercised in the affairs of Europe. 

At our head-quarters at Wilkowiski, June 532, 1812.” 


THIRD BULLETIN. 

Kowjfo, Jwie^etk, 1812 — On the 2 Sd of June, the King of Naples, who 
commands the cavalry, transferred his head-quarters to within two leagues! of 
the Niemen, upon its left bank. This Prince has under his immediate orders 
the corps of cavalry, commanded by Generals Counts Nansouty and Mont- 
hrun ; flic one, composed of the divisions under the command of Generals 
Counts Bruyares, St, Germain, and Valence; the other, consisting of the 
divisions under the orders of General Baron Wattier, and Generals Count® 
Sebastiani and Defrance. 

The Marshal Prince of Eckmuhl, commanding the first corps, moved hi® 
head -quarters to the skirts of the great forest of Pilwisky. 

The second corps, and the Imperial Guards, followed the line of inarch of 
the first corps. 

The thir<l corps took the direction of Marienpol ; the Viceroy, with the 
fourth and sixth corps, which remained in the rear, marched upon Kalwarry, 

The King of Westphalia proceeded to Novogorod, with the fifth, seventh, 
and eighth corps. 

The first Austrian corps, commanded by the Prince of Schwartzenberg, 

quitted Lemberg on the , made a movement on its left, and drew near 

to Lublin. 

The pontoon train, under the orders of General Elbe, arrived on the 2Sd, 
within two leagues of the Niemem 

On the 23d, at two in the morning, the Emperor arrived at the advanced 
posts near Kowno, took a Polish cloak and cap from one of the light cavalry, 
and inspected the banks of the Niemen, accompanied by General Haxo, of 
the engineers, alone. 

At eight in the evening, the army was again in motion. At ten, Count Bio- 
rand, General of Division, passed over three companies of voltigeurs, and at 
the same time three bridges were thrown across the Niemen. At eleven^ 
three columns debouchedi over the three bridges. At a quarter past one, day 
hegan to appear. At noon, General Baron Fajol drove before him a cloud of 
Cossacks, and took possession of Kowno, with a single battalion. 


fTo he conimutd*) 


J. DAVIB^ Ch&,HoUe'‘Sire<:t^ Mloomshur^^ 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


by fa¥Our of one of our earliest Correspondents, we are enabled t» 
restore an original Title in our work,— -that of Original Military Cor* 
pondence,” which via had been compelled for a long time to omit ; the 
greater part of our earlier Correspondents having fallen in the battles of 
their country, and others being removed to stations whence we can only 
hope to hear from them once or twice in the year, ■ We . have to request;, 
therefore, the contributions of officers under this Title, and they will 
perhaps pardon us for mentioning {as what is usual in all periodical 
works), that they will have the goodness to post-pay their letters ; but 
which expence, to all who desire it, we shall have pleasure in refunding 
at the office* 

At the beginning of every volume, a Militarj? Plate will be given, 
which we pledge ourselves shall be in the first style of engraving ; and 
thereby a more sufficient ornament to the work than a greater number 
of ill-finished and ill-engraved Plates, which we should be compelled to 
give, if required monthly. It is incredible what perpetual anxiety, and 
what frequent injury, we were obliged to sustain when we were under 
the triple necessity of first finding Plates for the identical Biography 
which we had receired,-— 'secondly finding , a ■ correct Biography for 
inch a Plate as we could procure,-— or thirdly, procuring the Plates ia 
time to be worked off. ■ ^ . 

■ The Works published this Day are, ■ - 
3. A JOURNAL of the THREE DAYS of the BATTLE of WATERLOO* 
being My own Personal Journal of what I saw, and of the events in whicli 
1 bore a part, in the battle of' Waterloo and retreat to Paris, By an Eye- 
Witness. Translated from the French* , Price fid. 

% The Fifteenth Number ofD'AnvfiJe’s Atlas and Geography of the Antieiit# 
{which concludes that valuable work), price 5, ft fid. 

3* The Third Journal of the Campaigns of Ike Duke of Wellingtoa ia tlie 
Peninsula, price W 
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ORIGINAL MILITARY CORRESPONDENCE. 

Account of 

PRESENT QUARTERS OF THE >?'TII DRAGOONS. 

TOE town of Cromer i$ sitoated on the north-east part of the county 
of Norfolk^ upon the edge of the British ocean, from which it is defended 
|jy cliffs of eoMiderabie height It must formerly have been a place of 
ii'ineh more consequence than it is at present, m what is now called Cro-«^ 
iner was in the survey made by the Conqueror accounted for under the 
town and lordship of Sbipdon, which has long given way to the encroach- 
ment of the sea, together with the parish church dedicated to St, Feteiv 

At low water there, are many large masses of old wall to be seen, which 
appear evidently to have belonged to some of the buildings of the old 
town; and at very low tide* a piece of building is discoverable, which 
the fiahernien call tlie Church" Hock, it being generally supposed to have 
been a part of the old church of Shi pdon. 

The present church, dedicated to St. Peter and St* Paul, was probably 
creeled in the time of Henry the fourth. It is a: very handsome pile, 
built with flint and freestone, consisting of a body and twc aisles, co« 
verfd with slate; the tower, which is squats, -with an embattled top, is 
au huficired and ifly-riine feet in height. The, entrance at the west end 
is a beautiful specimen of gothic architecture, now in ruins ; as is the 
porch on the north side and the chancel. ■ ■ Tbe-fiinting in many parte of 
the building, for the b^muty of its executbn, i*, perhips, scarcely any 
where to be excelled. The inside of the: church, which is kept in good 
repair, is capable of containing a very great number of persons ; but ex- 
cept the double row of arches which support the roof and divide the 
aisles, very little of what it has been remains 'these, however, are of 
beautiful proportions, and the windows are of noble dimensions. There 
are not any nionuments of consequence, — one or two of the Windham 
and Bitchell fauiiiieH are all the church. contaiast but a well-toned, or- 
gan has been placed in the gallery within.these'few years. At about a 
third part of the height of the staircase,- which leads up the steeple, is a 
door which opens upon the lead of a small... turret^ communicating with 
the stairs, from whicii, a few years since, a boy, named Yaxley, fell into 
the clmrch yard, between' some timbers which were laic! there for the 
.repairs of tlie clmrch, without receiving ;auy other hurt than a slight, 
bruises, and is now on board a ship in His-:Majeily’'sser?ice% 
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Robert Bacon, a manner, of Cromer (says tbe history of Norfolk| 
fliscovered Iceland, and is said to have taken the Prince of Scotianda, 
Jemes Stewart, sailing to France for education, in tbe time of .Henry 
tlie fourth. By the will of Sir Bartholomew Rede, citizen , and gold- 
smith, also an alderman of London, made in October, 1505, in the 
twenty-Or&t of Henry the seventh, the annual sum often pounds was 
Bequeathed for the foundation of a free gruii!mar-scheol,....whicii..Ls..,pai4 

to the' master by the goldsmith’s company. 

The houses in general are indifferent and tbe rents very high ;■ yet to- 
lerable accommodation is to be found for stra^l,^ers, from one to three 
guineas per week, some of which command a tine view of the sea, and 
are extremely destreabte. The - want of a large and welLcoodocted inn 
is amongst those few things which are chiefly to be regretted by those 
who pay a visit to Cromer* Lobsters, crabs, whitiiigs, cod-flsb, and 
herritigs, are all caught here in the utmost perlection ; the former are 
eagt rly sought after by all who arrive ; indeed, coming to Cromer and 
eating lobsters are things nearly synonymous. The lower class of people 
are chiefly supported by fishing; the herrings which are caught here are 
cored in the town, a house within three or four years having* been erected 
for that purpose, which, 1 believe, answ^ers well both t(» the proprietor 
and the fishermen, who now find an immediate market for any quantity 
they may bring in. This fishery is not without its eflect in a picturesque 
point of view. The difierent preparations for a voyage ; the groupes of 
flgures employed different ways, — some carrying a boat down to the edge 
of the water,— some carrying nets, oars, masts and sails ; while others, in 
a greater state of forwardness are actually pulling through the breakers, 
form a scene of the most busy^ various, and pleasing kind. The return' 
also of the fishermen from ’ifehis little- voyage frequently affbtds a scene 
truly interesting ; particularly in the herring season,- which being id the' 
autumnal equinox, is liable to wind, whicii sometimes’ bringing- a consi- 
derable swell upon the Beach, renders the coming 'in of the* boats both- 
difficult and "dangerous • a'circiimstarice which although it cannot fail 
in a great measure to take from the pleasure we should ■ experience iii 
Being witness to such a scene'unconnected with danger, yet the'different 
attitudes ‘of the boat.as'itls' impelled over the billows, the. exertions of 
the crew, the agitation of tbe water, and the- expression marked in the* 
countenances of the surrounding spectators awaiting their arrivalT-are* 
all ofrthem iocideots m highly, picturesque, that we cannot but behold 
them with admiration* > 

The mercantile trade hero is small ; the want of a convenient harbour-. 
where ships might ride in safety, wilt ever be -an obstacle ; there are, 
however, small exports of corn and imports of coal, tiles, oil cake, Lon- 
don porter, kc* Perhaps there are few places,' even at the distance of 
twenty miles from the sea* where coals are dearer than they are here ; 
one principal reason of which it, the expeoce and hazard attending the 
ttoloading ; to effect which the vessel is laid upon the beach at highwa-^ 
(er (which cau only be doae--in'fi.ue weather] and when the tide is suffi- 
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ciently ebbed * the cosils are taken from the vessel by carts^ each carrying 
iialf a clialdrofi^ which is as much as four horses can well .get up the 
•tctfp and sandy road ciit through the cliff. 

There are no places of public aiuusemeiit, no rooms, balls, nor card 
tsseiiiblifs. A small circulating library, consisting chiefly of a few' 
novels, is all that can be obtained ; but 'still for' such as make retirement 
liieir aim, it is certainly an eligible situation. ' The bathing machinet 
are very commodious, and the bather a careful, attentive man. The 
shore, also, which is a fine firm sand, not only renders the bathing 
agreeable, but when the tide retires, presents such a surface for many 
'miies as cannot be exceeded. The sea too is one of those objects that 
appears to liave the constant power of pleasing. Those who live con- 
stantly by the side of it, if their occupation lies within doors, seldom 
fail at the leisure hour of noon or eve, to pay their respects to it, even- 
in the most stormy weather. This fondness, can arrise from no other 
source than the constant variety it produces. Its charms are various and 
incessant*— whether its axure siirlace is dressed in smiles or irritated into 
frowns by the surly northern or eastern blast. It is very rare too, that 
there is a scarcity of shipping to adorn 'the scene; the trade from, New- 
castle, Sunderland and the Baltic, keeping up a cooitant succession. 
‘The different parties of pleasure, 'also, ■ that assemble upon the beach in ■ 
an evening, for walking, riding, or reading, constitute variefy and mak'e 
it a very pleasant resort. But towards-the close of a tine summer’s even* 

' ing, ivheo the sun declining in full splendour, tinting the whole scene 
with a golden glow, the ' sea 'shore " becomes an object truly sublime* 
The noble expanse of blue water on the one hand, the distantsail catch- 
ing the last rays of the setting sun, contrasted on the other by the rug- 
ged surfaces of the impending cliffs, the stillness of the scene, interrupt- 
ed only by the gentle murmurs of the waves falling at your feet or per- 
haps by the solemn dashing of oars, or at intervals, by the hoarse bawl- 
•ing of the seamen music in-fuch fuU 'unison”- with the' surrounding 
objects, mi altogether calculated to inspire a pleasing a train of thoughts 
to the eontemplative, solitary stroller. ■■ ■ ' ; * . 

Most strangers pay a visit to the light-house, which stands on an emi- 
lienee about three quarters of a mile to 'the eastward of the town, and 
commands an extensive sea-view ; the inland prospect is confined by k 
* range of hills forming an amphitheatre around it. The tower built of 
brick' is only three moderate stories high, crowned with a lantern lighted 
■by fifteen patent lamps, each placed in a large copper reflector three 
■feet ill diameter and finely plated on the inside; these placed round m 
upright axil are kept in continual motion'by jack-work, wound up every 
five hours and a half, by which means a' 'set of five reflectors are pre- 
sented to the eye in a full blaze of light every -miimte, the axis beipg 
fjiree minutes in performing its rotation. '■ • 

[To be coalmierf]. ■■ 
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QUARTERS OF THE OSTH REGIMENT. 

ItingaU* 

f Continued from our last*} 

Over against Kinsak, about a huiidrecl yards .across^ is the small 
village of Scilly, peculiar IW the neatness of its cottages., .gardeos, aoil 
inimbitants. It forms a part of the harbour, and slopes 'down too along 
the water’s edge. Strangers generally prefer lodging here to Kiiisale, 
as it is more open and healthy, has a southern aspect, with excellent hot 
and cold baths, and is in the vicinity of a number of charming walks. 

Lodgings may be had very reasonable. , Fish, vegetables, and poultry 
somewhat chea[)er than in the town, to which you can be ferryed in a 
few minutes, or else proceed round by the quay, a walk of about a quarter 
of an hour. Almost all the inhabitants of SciUy live by fishing. It is 
very populous, and the inhabitants are remarkably above all other Irish 
for cleanliness, neatness, and majesty of stature. The women, as is 
generally the custom in Ireland, wrap themselves up in a blue cloak 
with a little hood, lined with coloured silk, falling gracefully back over 
the sbouklers. The cap always clean, small, and neat, shading features 
iflMch, for brilliancy of complexion, modest sweetness, candour, and 
timplicity, may be sometimes equalled hut seldom surpassed, 

Scilly was originally an English settlement ; and certainly in many 
inilances it has the character of an English village. It has too a delight* 
ful green, both above and on one side, where, 

III the sun his nets the fisher dries.”' 

These lawns, tradition says, -were- once covered -with trees; and l' wa® 
told by an old and respectable residenter, that many hundred years ago 
the oak that now forms the roof of Westminster Abbey was cut from 
Scilly green, being at that time esteemed the most durable in the world. 
It reminds me of a singular 'fact; a' gentleman, about sixty years ago, 
whilst walking upon the roof of Westminster Abbey, in one ofthechan* 
nek where moss and dirt had collected, observed a small plant growing. 
Upon inspection, he found it to be a walnut: he had tlic.rudosity 
-carefully to transplant it, and it if now a hue full blown tret, growing 
ill the garden belonging to- the • proprietor of this work. , It is indeed 
'lamentable to perceive the general dearth of all timber in Ireland’; every 
mm sees it but an Irishimn, who generally will not allow it, or if he does, 
fgyg,.— Why, if we plant, oUr tenants cut the young trees down before 
they can possibly come to a state of maturity ; and we have til our pains, 
troubles and cxpeiice for nothing.”— Such is the state of the lower class 
in Ireland, they cannot be relied on, they have no public virtue, no 
public security or trust. An. :Irmb*boor is -all meanness, servility* and 
hypocrisy ; bloody and ferocious in his resentment, mad equally in his 
friendship as his anger ; and never to be tfusted where ..whisky is attain- 
iible: apparently every thing one would wish him— in reality nothing 
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liEt a sylkbiib frothed up by the passion of the moment I have been 
ifi many countries seen variona men and matmers, Jew, Fagan, Twrk^ 

md Ikathen, and iierer met with to bad a class in any country asi the 

lower Irislu There are exceptions, bnt very few ; the inak are con- 
fe&sediy the worst ; the womeo, when young, are generally chaste ; but 
this is their only virtue. An Irish womin, if she can clear herself in the 
eyes of the priest, and say 1 am no think® she stands absolved and 
acc|iiitte(i ; hot I mint expressly be understood now to be speaking only 
of the lower class. It is common for them, and I have seen them, go 
clown on their knees in the streets and curse any one that may have offeml- 
cii them, using such dreadful imprecation®, that they alone (should they 
reach the throne of mercy) may account for the perpetual troubles that 
agitate this country* The priests hare wonderful influence over them, 
unci those of classical habits and liberal turn have opportunities eimugh, 
if they would but exercise them, of improving their habits and their man- 
iiers* The character of a parish at naturally takes itsshadefrom the priest, 
as the Imbits of ii child from the tuition of its mother* It is hut justice 
here to mention I)r* Hurley, of ICiiisale, whose enlightened mind, active 
benevolence, and polished mariners makes him equally beloved by his* 
Catholic parishioners as venerated and esteemed by every one that has tlie 
pleasure of his acquaintance* Such men, acting with judiciout digcriiuL 
nation, iliake off the trammels of auperstition without forfeiting the rdk 
gion they have practiied in meekness, general charity, and Christian-like 
urbanity. They stand as bulwarks not to be shaken by popider opinio% 
©r terriiied by the predominant doctrines of the'day* 

III no country are the poor io a more wretched condition than in Ireland ; 
perhaps chiefly arising from the overstocked population, want of trade and 
manufactures, genera! oppression of the landlords, the ruinous practice 
of middle men, and letting out the farms to principals, who again, let them 
to small farmers, who in their turn parcel them, out to others at the highest 
possible rent. Thus the poor man exhaust® his strcngthineultifatiiig 
two or three sratll fields; the sweat of his -brow falls not to procure llie 
com forts of life, but bare potatoes, and not always with salt, for his wife 
and children* There, in a wretched hofel built of mud, without shoes ot 
stockings, congregated indiscriminately with their pigs, they giunt out the 
night with equal indifference and equal oblivion of care* Yet Faddy tod 
Slielali have their hours of relaxation, md sometimes enjoy rural and 
..pleasing scenes io their early days, the remembrauceof which often illu^ 
mines their ruggril paths as they tread the downhill of life. 

In the vicLjj^ty of most towns in Ireland are (according to the Catholic 
custom) licensed liouses for dancing and innocent amusement ; where, 
upon a Smiday after mass, the 3muug villagers, repair— 

To simply seek renow’ii , 

*^By holding out to tire each other down,” 

Whilst the old peope, on simple benches, sit re.ffeshing themselves either 
with porter or whisky, making their. remarks upon theyouthful performers, 
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wliose riiitk graces, and clieerful looks contribute to tlie general festivity® 
Could the Irish be Hie rry and' wise, like other nations^ such scenes would ' 
indeed be pleasing to- the speculative ndnci ; .but this harmony is too 
often interrupted by the intrusion of some savage, who seeks a quarrel 
upon the most trivial pretence, is joined by his fellow savages, when the,: 
clattering of the women^s tongues, ,fermenti0g ^ the fumes of ,lave'and' 
whisky,- ,both generally produce a fight, which seldom ends w’lthoiit the' 
interference of the civil or military power, leaving sad remembrances 
of broken heads, uoconquerableaversion, and lasting hate® Too often- 
the seeds of those feuds' are the tr'ou,bles' that so shamefully agitate this 
portion of Great 'Britain. ■ 

Miss Owenson, in her beautiful novel of The Wild Irish Gir!» whilst” 
she has so faithfully and charmingly depicted the ,real character of anlrish' 
lady in Ghriana^ the honour and character of the true Irish gentleman' 
in The Prince qf luismore^ and -the enlightened priest in the character of 
the FiWshas entirely wandered into error, yielding- to her national, en-: 
thusiasin in the , character .of her peasantry. They are all good souls,., 
liappy Arcadians, : nature’s 'Own children, as lavish . of their milk and: 
whisky as an .:I rish beggar is of ' ** Lo.og :iife to your honour— »God spare-' 
your ■ l'ioiiour---wlrat a handsome man your honour is,” when, in fa-ct,'- 
tliese miscreants the very next moment will curse you in their own lan- 
guage,,,, for 'U benefit. conferred, -provided, they imagine you do not under-» 
stand them* However, it is' but justice to say. of,: Miss Owenson, that 
next to Seif Controk htt Wild Iruk Gtr!' is iiiiquestioDably the best' 
novel of the day. Her Ida of Athens only proves her ideas on that, sub-, 
ject a little confused. The Irish-man is s,o caricatured, upon .the English , 
stage, that .our fair countrywomen o'ften say,. What is an Irishman like;' 
in Ids own country '.I 'should --answer he is -an animal,,, varying accord-: 
ing to the different counties he,' partakes of. in,Gork -or Dublin, some- - 
what civilized ; in the mountai'na-ofWexford, 'having a rag round his 
middle, fastened with a skewer, and,attHpper .garment of blankettiog 
thrown over his shoulders, fastened with the sa,me 'graceful: ornament,.^ 
a white eye, red, face, large 'teeth, wide in.ootli, spreadiog ears, tow fore-- 
liead, with long black hair, scattered like bullrushes when agitated by 
a storm. In Kinsale the same as in England, only of better make® 
long blue coat, long corduroy. -waistcoat, with breeches of the same, sel- 
ddm, however, buttoned at ' the -knee,-, blue worsted stockings, an erect, 
and not ungraceful demeanor, and -a questionable temper# 

(To he mntmtmlf , 
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jWEMOiROF TEE DUKE DF WELLmOTOK: 

Sii\^Tke fidkmhuj Memmr of the Duke of Wdlmgton^ repm'tul to h li?/ 
the pmi of mi r PofI iMurmif Min jim umigetwrU 

^ppmknimif tuid assumlip deserves U be cirmluted though tkcarm^p Tlimigk 
ii hm (tireadg uppeftml iu u must mpsctubh mork^ it is mu form, ami aerwiiim-^ 
mia! tviik oiher subJcHs^ which render it miMMg that it sJmuidbe hmmu inike 
Peimit 'Me^ tkem/m-e^to recommead that gou insert it m gum* Miikurg 
ijkrmikie^ . . . Y, 


The Cowtey liHiiily, aflerwarck called. Colley, migrated from RutlaiKklifre 
into Irelaiiil in ihr* reign cif Ikmry VOL, A yoiiiiger mn of tliaf family fooi^ 
iJie mime ami arms of Wesley <>? Welk$ley, in, the early part of the iaat e.eii* 
Iwry^ paiviiaut to iht will of a kitisman. 'Eielnird Colley Wellesley, who tlia» 
diaiigeal ids name, was cretlcd Baroii iMoriiiiigton by George iL Hk sor^ 
Yisfoiiiit Welkiiley, of Moroia^i^toii, inarrk-d, in 17b9, Aone the eldest 
daughter of the Higlit Honourable Arthur Hill, Ciscoufit Dungauiion, ami 
died i!t Icaviug u uumeruim family ami aiiembarrassed eitale: bulhc 

left, also au admirable %'ildow, to whose wise economy and persoiud iustrucSicm 
her diildre.u have bmm deeply imiebtcd, and. who yet lives to witness the e5^- 
traordiiiary glory ■which attends them* Arthur, the fourth sou, was born Afay 
1st, i76il, at Derigau Castle, the seat of his ancestors; the castle has lately 
been dcstru}4al by fire, lim estate iias been alienated, and is now occupied by 
lloger O'Coiiiior. .lie was a little while at Eton, whence, while y.ct very yoiiug, 
he was removed to the inilitary academy at. .Angers, there being, at .that time, 
liosuch institution in England. He did not receive his. first commission (in the 
4 tst regiment) till he was in his eighteeatir yea.r* ...: After a series ofexchaugeja 
aiiid prciiiiotious, his brother, the present: Marquis Wellesley, purchased tor 
him the iicutenant Colonelcy of the September doth, 1 783, In the 
eniuingyear, he accompanletl Lord Moira .to Oslend, and, in the subsequent 
disastrous retreat from lloiland, conducted. Idnis.e.lf in a nmnuer wliich ob- 
tained iimcii praise from military mem In 179,5, he embarked for the West 
indies ; Imt the fleci: was repeatedly driven back by Icmpests : before it could 
proceed, the tk&bmUion of his regiment was altered, a.nd he was ordered Ui 
Ireland to recruit. - ‘ . 

Lord Moniingtoii being appointed governor-general of India in 17 ^ 7 , a fair 
field was opened for Coiond Wellesley in that country', whither lii$ regiiiicnt 
wa$ now ordered. When tlie new govcrno,r arrived to succeed Sir John .Shore, 
lie found Tippoo Sultan iiiukiug at the same time the most :!8ol€mii profcssiomi 
of fricfiiUhip to the English and the most extensive preparations for a w'ar of 
cxtcrmiiiatiyu against them. The English iu ladia iiave never had a more for- 
iiiitiable enemy thaii ilydcr Ally, never so inveterate a one as his son. Both 
would, ill any station, Imw been remarkable men : the father, though he com- 
mltted uo wiiolcsule massacres, like Blahmoud or Nadir, was us immitigable 
though iiot as iiidiscrimimile iu his cruelty, a greater statesman than either, and 
pcrir.ips a greater general. The son was equaily cruel, more fcrodaus, ftr hi- 
ferior iii ability, ami his zeal foiTslauiism and liatred of the Engikli atuoniiled 
ahiiosi io rwadiicss. He imagined himself the...diosen servant of the prophei 
dciliiied to root out llie Nazurenes, as he .called them, from litdia, and, in hi* 
own luugiiage, send those accurHctl ones to hell. This was to be effected by 
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the aitlof llie Freiicb, wliom,..iiC -suffered to establislr a. Jaeobiii. club io bis 
cjipital, ^vherc denial hatred %¥as sworn, to all kings; with the, exception of 
C!itizcii Tippoo .when they" had done Iris work Citizen Tippoo proposed to 
'fend tlicm to hell also for their reward. His dreams' (for * I My Majesty/ as 
he calls liimsclf, kept an account of his dreams), represented to him, , the coii- 
simimation of Ihese hopes-; and that he might see more vividly than in imagina- 
tion his heart’s desire upon his enemies, be had a piece of mechanism, construct-, 
eel, which represented a tiger in the act of destroying an European jthe^ figures 
were as large as life, and when the works were set in motion, the Imman 
antoinalon raised its hands as if in supplication, and uttered dreadful screams! 
Tipimo had a turban for this holy war, whicli had been dipt in the well of 
Zemzcm, thereby acquiring a sanctity which he hoped, and perhaps believed, 
would render it impenetrable; and when he sate upon his throne it was under 
iiic splendid form of the humma,-— a fiibulous bird, which is supposed to con- 
fer prosperity and empire upon him over whose head it casts the shadow of 
its wingi, 

this strange tyrant was forming aliianees with the Mahratfcas, wnth the; 
Frencli in the Isle of France, with Zemaun Shah in Candahar, and with AH 
Buonaparte in Egypt, Lord Mornington obtained full information of ali bis 
measures, and prevented their execution, with that vigour which characterized 
his administration in India. One battle only ■was fought before Tippoo retired 
within the walls of his capital. It was at the village of Mallavelly : Ma,for- 
Gcnerul I’lo^d commanded; Colonel Wellesley distinguished himself greatly, 
as also (lid Colonel Cotton, who was destined to be his companion in so many 
fields of glory. At the subsequent siege of Seringapatam, Colonel Wellesley 
had the difficult service of driving in the enemy from the strong ground which 
afforded cover for their rocket men; and upon its capture he w'as appointed 
governor, and named as one of the commissioners who were to dispose of the 
coiiqiiered territories. To him in particular the arrangements for removing the 
family of the fallen sultan were committed. The details of this painful but 
indispensable measure,” said Lord Mornington in his instructions, cannot be 
entrusted to any person more likely to combine every office of humanity with 
the prudential precautions required by tlie occasion than Colonel IVellcsIey ; 
^nd 1 thereforccounnit to his discretion, and humanity, the whole arrangement, 
subject always to such suggestions'as may l:)e offered by the other members of 
llie coimnission;; In this, and in all the arduous duties of his govcnmicnt. 
Colonel Wellesley so acted as to justify his brother s choice, and to deserve and 
obtain the gratitude of the conquered people. During his command at Serins 
gapatam, one of those adventurers started up who have so often subverted em- 
pires and founded dynasties in the east. Dhoondiah Whmigh was tlie nmm 
of this freebooter; he soon made himself formidable, and it was necessary to 
send a force against him under Colonel \Fellcsley. By a rapid movement he 
intercepted Dhooncliah on his march with about 5000 horse; Colonel Wellesley 
had four regiments with him whom he was obliged to form In one line, in order, 
as nearly as might be, to equal that of the enemy in length ; they charged the 
rnerny with complete success, routed them, dispersed them, and killed their 
leader, thus effectually completing the service, upon wliicii they imd been sent. 
Lord iMorningCcm, upon thetrue policy of thinking nothingdone while aught 
muained to be performed, now planned an expedition against Bataviurin 
which his brother was to have acted under Ocfieral Baird. ^ His object was 
rxpel the French from the Indian seas, and for ihh purpose he meditated aim 
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the coiiciiiest of tlie isles? of fraiice and Bourban, — conquest, tbe ck-hy of 
wliielt liad oecasioned ho heavy a loss to the East India Company. I’Iichc plan® 
were frustrated, partly, it Is said, beeaiise Admiral Baiiiier made some? demur 
UH to the fxtcaiiof the Cioveriior lien end’s power,— -as if such questions dicmld 
iiavc arisen when ^Tcat objects of national policy were to be undertaken ! i k- 
sieral Baird was called off with his disposable' force to Egypt; and Colonel 
Wt!llt‘hley, who had ho narrowly escaped exposure to the fatal climate of the 
west, saved from the dangers of a region even more destructive in 

the east. It Iiih! been intended that he sliould accompany (he troops to Egypt 5 
hut Lord Morniogtoii perceived that a new scene of danger was opening in 
India, anti thercfoia? rematnled him to his command at Beringapatnm. 

Notwitlistaiiding the alliance between the Malirattas and the British guvern-^ 
ineiil, the former had carried on a secr(?t correspondence wilhTippoo, ciidea- 
yoiired to excite his family to oppose the settlement of Mysore after his death, 
and give unequivocal proof of their hostile purposes, by refusing that portion 
of his territories which wan offered lliem. Tim Peishwah possessed at this 
time merely a nomijud authority; his councils were entirely coiitrolletl by 
Dowlut Hao Scindiah, who, with inferior talents, and less discrel ion, had suc- 
ceeded to the power of his uncle Madhagee Scindiah. This cliicffa'm not only 
over-ruled lii* own sovereign, but was master 'also of the I^Jogurs person, 
holding thus in actual subjeotiou the descendants and representatives of Sec- 
vagee aiidof Aurengzebe. Even orienta'I history presents few tragedies so fright- 
ful m that of Shah Aahnn, the lust of tlie Moguls! He liad tirst protected, 
and then promoted (iulain Kaudir Khan, whom Ids own father had banished 
for Ills vices: the favoured servant of a weak prince easily becomes his master, 
and Shah Aaliimsooiifouiid himself under a yoke which he could iiot slr.ike off. 
Sciuiliah was marridng against Delhi, ami Gulam Kaudir offered to answer 
with his head for the result, if the Mogul would march out with Ins troops and 
give, them a Biipply of money. Shah Aalum objected that he had no money 5 
tlw Khan offered to atlvaiice a sufficient sum, saying all he had to do was to 
head tin! army, tlie prestiuce of a monarch lieiiig above half the battle, fflic 
iMogyl ugreiHl ; but the next day a letter from 'him, desiring Scindiuli to Jimke 
all possible Inislc and destroy (lUlarn Kaudir, was intercepted by Gulam liim- 
self. Mow<?ver insiifferabk his conduct might have been, he w'as now fairly 
justified ill measures of self-defence, and had he contented himself with sintply 
|uitting the Mogul to death, he would have been liable to little cen&ii re ihi* 
auic.li an aclion. But this man had all the cruelty of the oriental character* 
lit' stormed Dellii, and enteriiig the Mogul’s ' 'chamber, knocked him down, 
iiicit on his fireart, and with his owm ham! pulled out one of his eyes. One 
jof the ^fogiilV Hcrvauts was made to pull out the other; the palace wastlieii 
given up to pillage, and this ruiKan going into the zenaua, tore the jewels froiu 
I lie noses and cars of the Mogiifs women, and cut off their arms and legs, 
'riic inobl bcunbru! of tlic Mogul’s daughters is said to have stabbed herself to 
escape tire violence which he olfercd. There is some satisfaction in recording 
lilt; luerited puiiihliment of a wretch like this; being unable to resist Scindiah^ 
lie stuffed hk saddle with precious stones, and fled toward Persia; outlie 
jsccoud iiiglil he fell from iiss horse, and was taken by his pursuers. Bcindiah 
put liiui III irons and exposed him in a cage, then ordered his ears* iicshc, hands 
and feet to be cut off, and left him in that condition to expire, !•: ■ ■ 

Biiaii Aalum was thus revenged* but his condition, was la no respert amclio-* 
rated. The Malicattas held him iff the most ' abject subjection ; and wtieii 
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Scintliali left Delbi and its surrounding territory in the possession of M. Per- 
ron, a Frendi adventurer, who under his prolectiou was forming an intlepen- 
clcnt state, the Frendi, while they still used the name of the aged and blind 
monarfh, treated lii$ person with the most barbarous indignity. Upon this 
F'reiK'.hman Sdndirih placed great reliance, expecting by his means to oppose 
the British forces with equal arms. A M. de Boighe was the first perion wh» 
formed a body of regular troops in Sciudiah’s service, and he admitted British 
as well as French officers indiscriminately ; but i\L Perron, when he succeeded 
to the command, carefully excluded the former, that he might establish a mi- 
litary power exclusively commanded by his own countrymen. His force at 
this time amounted to about 16 or 17,000 regular and disciplined infantry, a 
well appointed and numerous train of artillery, a body of irregular troops, and 
from 15 to ^0,000 horse j beside which he looked for reinforcements of cavalry 
from the petty ciiiefs who w'ere his tributaries or allies. Ilis revenues were 
about 1,700,000/. A Frenchman never loses sight of the interests of France—* 
itisihebest part of their national character; as it is the worst part of ours, 
that tine honour and welfare of our country are habitually sacrificed to the 
most <kvspical)]e passions, and the vilest purposes of faction. The French had 
been told that England must receive her mortal wound in India, and M. Per- 
ron was in just sm-h a situation a» Buonaparte would have selected, for striking 
the blow. His head-quarters were established near Coel, in a commanding 
position on the frunlier of the British possessions, and on the most vulnerable 
part of our extensive empire. Consistently witli the safety of that empire, his 
power could not be sufiered to exist; but before that question could be brought 
into discussion Scindiah provoked a war. A rival chiet^ by name Jeswunt 
Eao Holkar, disputed his authority over the Pcisiiwah. The founder of FIoH 
kar’s family w'as a man of low birth; and the orientalists? who embellish or 
flwfiguro every thing with fable, say, that in his boyhood when he was keep- 
ing sheep and hud fallen asleep in the sun, the deadliest of the Indian ser* 
pents crept from its hole and extended its hood over his head to shield him 
from the lieat. I’he fable is w’orth repealing, because a more appropriate 
tutelary genius for an eastern conqueror could not be imagined. 

liolkar began his career with considerable success; the combined armies of 
the Peishwah and Scindiah marched against him; but the Peishwah now con- 
ceived a hope of emancipating himself from the subjection in which h« was 
iiehl; and when the approach of I lolkcr diminished his fear of Scindiah, he 
sthjcd the opportunity of proposing an alliance to tlie British government. It 
wavS immediately ratified by the Ciovernor General, and an agent was sent to 
Scindiah for the purpose of inviting him to accede to the alliance; for it wa$ 
Ihouglit that all parties would now find it advantageous to come to an agree- 
ment imdcr the mediation of the British. The Peishwah, in whom the pro- 
posal originated, would regain his authority by this means, Scindiah would be 
lecured against a rival whom he was little able to withstand, and Holkar, who 
was at present a mere adventurer depending upon rapine, might acquire aper- 
Bianent establishment. But while the agent was on his way, the armies engaged 
in battle, Holkar w^as victorious, and the Peishwah, escaping to the Cokan, signifi- 
od to the government at Bombay that it was his intention to take refugeiii thatpre* 
wdency. Holkar, meanwhile took possession of his capital, and placing another 
puppet on the throne, reigned there hrhis-naine. hi tinsstateof things both tiiego- 
Ternors of Madras and Bombay thought it nedcssary, without waitingforinsiruc- 
tiwisfromBengalj^to prepare ti^kdj^>Oiable force for immediate service. On tht 
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oiieliaiwi llolksireariieMly apiilied to the resicieiit at-Poouah to effect am accom*» 
iiTOilatiois witli the Pcisliwah Sciiidiah, ou the other, rec|iiested a coiitiiiiiauce 
of tlic British frierphliip towards hi»i arul his depeudeut sovereign : aiic! the 
PfiKliwalii heitJg wnv at iiherly to act tor hhnseif without coutroul for eiilier^ 
sigiieti Ji treaty at Bassidn, in consequence of which the Brslish forces preparctl 
to rcshire him to his capital The nearest troops were those of the Madras pre« 
tkiciicy, tssciiililed at I lu rryhur, on the north-west frontier of Mysore, mi^ 
iler Liiaittimiiil-Cteiieral Stuart; a iletachmeut from this force was ordered to 
advance into the Mahratta territory: the command of tiiis.delachriiciiit required 
political jiiflgineut, not lest than military skill ; Lord Clive therefore thought 
it could iioi he confided with so much likelihood of advantage to any person 
as to Mijor Caeiieral Witlleslcy, because of his local koowiedgc* and his per* 
»oimI infioeiice auioiig the Jvltlirattas — an influence acquired during Ids com* 
iiMiul at Mysore, and his military o|.)€raUoii 8 , against Bhooudiah and other re* 
friictory chicfe The iletachincwt consisted of p700 men, including one regi* 
ineiitof Ihircqican horse am! two of foot; and to., these were added 2500 My* 
sow eitvalry, the rcsunrccs of Klysore being now brought in aid of the British. 
$ 40 vernineiit, which, before iMartpiis 'Wellesley’s administration, had been ao 
often cmduiigcriHl by tlm reslkbs hostility of that formidable power. 

llenerai W'^clioley performed a long inarch through the Maliratta territory* 
sit SI most unfavourable season, without loss or distress, so well had he concerted, 
the supply am! niovemcut of hjs troops: here: also manifested .that talent 
wiilch was afterw’ards so signally displayed in France; in. the midst of an ene* 
lily’s country he maintained such perfect discipline, and succeeded so entirely 
.in preventing all plunder and excess, that the inhabitants, wherever lie camej^ 
regarded him as their protector and preserver. At Akiooss, he formed a June- 
lioM witli the Ni/^aui’s subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson ; but learning 
that llolkur had left Pooaah, where Ainrut Eao (father of tlie puppet whom 
the usurper had placed upon the throne) remained with' about 1,500 men, im 
tiionghi It unnecessary to advance witli tlie- whole of his force through an ex* 
baitttecl country; especially as it was now, more than -ever,, needful that he 
fchould accelerate his march ; for be was repeatedly apprized that Amrut Eau 
liail resolved to pkmdcr and setiirc to the city, .-on lire approach of the British. 
tn> 0 |w; and the Peiihwah, who had still part of his family there, sent an 
urgent request that he would detach some . of .his ^l^laiiratta troops to provide 
tor llicir safety* Leaving, therefore, Colonel. Stevenson’s force so distributed 
ts that the whole might easily procure subsistence and speedily form a junction 
whenever it was advisable, as soon as his own detachment was within sixty 
miles of Pooimh, he made a forced march with the British and Mah ratta ca- 
valry, and performed the whole distance in thirty -two hours, the last forty 
lalles by iiiglit, over u most rugged country, and through the difficult pass of 
the liMIe Bboorghaut. lie readied the city so unexpectedly, that Amrut Rto 
had wily time for llighl Widi has it been said in .those official, notes wherein 
these transactions are so perspicuously related, and tlieir policy sotriumphaiitij 
Jmtilicd, limt the first efieds of the British influence i« tbeMahratta dominioiii 
were lhu» displayed in rescuing the capital of the empire from impending ruin, 
and its iiiliabitaids from violence and rapinc-*-a circumstance equally honour* 
able to lliti Brifisii character and propitious to the British interests in that pari 
of India* The inhabitapts, who had remained.m the caty,. welcomed the 
Briti&ii troops as their deliverers, and they who Imd fled to the adjoining hills 
during ilolkafs uwirpalio% immediately returned to their house# and rc#u-iiaeii 
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llieir occupations. -The , Peishwah ..returoec! to liis palace,' where, for the first; ■ 
time, he felt himself a sovereign in reality- as well as in name. ■ 

Seiiidiah, meantime, had collected a large force, avowedly for the parpos%: 
©f opposing Uolkar. But no sooner had tlie iriteiference of the British power- 
delivered him from all danger in that quarter, than he began to negociate with’- 
Ills old rival and with tiie- Rajah of Berar, for the purpose of subverting the 
treaty of Basseiiu After a long- series' of professions, prevarications and false*. ■ 
hoods, in the true style of Asiatic policy, he at length declared,, that when he';- 
and the Rajah of Berar had met, the British resident should he infer nied whe® ■ 
thcr it would be peace or war, 'There remained o'-oly this alternative: to.-sub* v 
init to the insults of a rapacious' and faithlcss 'adventurer, sufler the Mahrattas'- 
to dictate to the British' government, ■ and thus sacrifice its dignity, its. honour, 
and its interests, or, by an C'ffort equal to the occasion, cr.usli. the audacious' 
enemy, and cut up danger by the roots; for it waswvdl known that Scindiah:, 
fdied upon the skill and discipline, of M. 'Perron's army, and that his triumph 
would be the triumph of French policy, and would more than any other event pre- 
pare the way for Frencli ascendancy in the East, Happily for the British empire 
there was a strong hand atthe helm. A campaign was planned upon a wider scale 
than any European had ever before ventured to contemplate in India, it com- 
prehended almost the whole of Hindostan, from Calcutta and Madras on the 
eastern, to Bombay on the western side, and from Delhi in the farthest north 
Co Poonab, Hyderabad, (^uzerat and Orissa. The latter country was to be at- 
tacked from Gangam and from Calcutta, thereby striking an effectual blow 
sigainst the Rajah of Berar; the government of Bombay would seize the sea 
ports and territory belonging to Scindiahin Guzerat; on the Oucle frontier Ge* 
fieral Lake had to destroy the influence of tlic Frencli, and rescue the blind 
Mogul from the barbarous indignity with which he was treated by these ad- 
venturers, thus at once extending the power and exalting the character of the- 
British: in the Dekan, General Wellesley had to oppose the confederated force 
«nder Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar; to protect the Nizam, the Peishwali, 
and deliver the Company’s possessions from danger. His position was ®o im- 
portant, so great his influence among the Mahralta chiefs, and so great the 
confidence reposed in him, tliat he was invested with a distinct local authority* 
subject only to the Governor General in council, but possessing full power to 
conclude upon the spot whatever arrangements xiiight become necessary either 
fur the final settlement of peace or for the active prosecution of war. 

The history of this memorable campaign, which, in all its parts, was as ably 
executed as it was wisely x>huined, belongs to the life of Marquis Wellesley 
rather than to his brother; but the Duke of Wellington may look back wdtli 
pride upon tlie part he performed in it. The great danger in Indian warfare 
Is that of not being able to bring the enemy to action, llyder Ally well knew 
the ‘advantages of this Parthian mode. An English commander, weary of pur- 
iiiiiig him, once wrote letter to that able general, saying how disgraceful it 
was for a prince like him, at the head of a large army, to fly before so small a 
force, liyder replied, ** Give me the same sort of troops that you command, 
told your wish for battle shall be gratified. You will understand my mode of 
war in time. Shall I risk my cavalry, which cost 1,000 rupees eadi Iiorse, 
against your cannon-balls that cost two pice > No; I will march your troops 
till their legs shall be the size of their bodies. You shall not have a blade of grast 
nor a drop of water. I sliall hear of you every time your drum beats, but you* 
fhall noi hear of me once a month* I will give your army battle^ but ii nmfct 
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Ijft wIkpw I please, aiitl iiot when joii desire it.’* ■ Hyder'kept his worth Scin* 
diftli’H ii!m5' seenieii (lisposed to act upon thk policy, when Gencifal Wellaky 
anti Colonifl 8ievt‘iisioij inarched against him 5. the former had about 9 /.h'K> fiicn 
ill Ijis divjuiois, the latter iiliout 8,000. The. combined force of Sciudiah aiul the 
Iljjjuli of Kerar eoinsi-d,etI of 10,500 rcgultr. infantry, .commanded by Frenck 
iiliicers (lx .sides irregn far foot), a well equipped tram .of artillery, exceeding 
UfO iriiH?, and between SO and 40,000 horse. It .%v.as of the utmost importance 
to bring ilicir tiiaiii force to action# When, therefore, tlm two BritlHh corps 
met OH Ihe ^2isl of .September, at Baclnapoor, General IVelksley determined 
tliat they should move separately tow’ards the- enemy, a-nd attack them on the 
luorning of the !241h. lie took the eastern route, beginning his march on tte 
S'^d. Gn ihcf fdd, when lie reached Naidnair, he found that the enemy were 
about six mih^s oif, upon the very ground on w-hichlie himself had }nU?niledtio 
Cfiiram|x I Ic dcteriiiiiied to attack tliem, without waiting for Col. .Stevenson ; 
tleciiiiiig it bettCT to bring tlieiB to action wi.th:.half the army, than let them 
auiid an ittfack-— which they would prolmbly do if he delayed. Moreover, lie 
«*ould not wait for the junction, without being himself exposed to that mode of 
Inirassing n'ur wiiich barbarous troops are.bc.st employed in waging, and winds 
Luropeuu soldiers ran least endure — a warhire which, aiTordiag to the defen- 
leiisivt; {.«riy litlle other stimulus than that of perpetual alarm, wears down the 
splrilw us well as the body. In- these circumstances the boldest. counsel wa* 
the besf ; and Charles XIL did, not act more boldly at Narva, nor with mora 
- .,»igiM4l .success.. ■ 

Tlie troops had already marched fourteen miles ; a sufficient body was left 
for the proti'ction of t,!"i.e baggage and stores, the rest hastened on, and came 
in sight of the enemy at one in the afternoon.- The confederate army was en- 
camped between the Kaitna and the Juab, two rivers .which run nearly pa-rab 
lei to tlie point of their jnnetiou. Their lirie-e.xt-ended east .and wat along the 
■left bmik of the Kaitofi? the banks of which' being high .and rocky are not 
' passalde for guns, except at |daces close to ■ the .vinages.. -Their right consistol 
wholly of cavalry and extended to the infantrjq' which were encamped near 
Assyp, a foriilied village that lim given name to the-batt-le. General Welles- 
ley determined to attack the left, where the- guns and -infant,ry were posted, 
though lie had arrived in front of their right ; -.an -attack. upon the vital part of 
their force lie rigidly thought would be -d-edsive. He passed the -Kaitna at t 
ford beyond tlidr left flank, and formed his ■infantry in two lines, leaving tbe 
cavalry as a reserve in a third, and keeping .-in -check a large body of the ene« 
Biy’s tMvalry by the Feisfnvalfs and Mys'ore- horse. The enemy, perceiving 
Ills iuteufion, changed the position of their infantry and guns, and broughli 
them to bear upon the assailants with -consummate skill and terrilile ef!ect« 
Officers wiio had made several campaigns on- the continent declared tfiat they 
iiacl never seen caniton better served than at'-Assye that day. The British ar* 
tillery had opened at a distance of four hundred’ yards Oeucral Wellesley saw 
that it could procliie.e but little effect against the formidable line opposed to it, 
micl that it could not: advance beransc so many men and bullocks were disabled# 
Never was proiiiplitude more required and never was it more strikingly dis^ 
phived Ilian throughout the whole of this day’s work. He gaVe orders to 
leave the guns, and for the wliole line -to -.move; Lieutenant-Colonel .l^laxwell, 
with the British horse, being instructed to protect the right !•— the 74th regi* 
Mciit in lids wing hat! suffered so 'much from the enemy’s cannon, that a body 
of Maliralhi cavalry veuiured to charge it; Colonel Maxw'cll charged tbeiit 
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4u return wicl drove tbeia into the Juali. Tlie enemy, dismayed.attlie advance 
"of theBriiisli troops, iio^v. gave- way on all sidesj' they were driven from tlieir 
fuiw ; and the British aray, pressing on in : the pursuit, left tlie artillery which 
they had thus bravely taken behind them* ■, They were Jiot' enough in number 
to secure advantages as they won them 5 and . , perhaps, in tlie heat and exulta- 
lion of victory, they did not recollect that .it is a common practice among Iii«. 
'dian troops to feign death in the hope of escaping it 5 with tliis hope many 
-of the Mahrattas threw themselves down among the guns, the conquerors 
passed by them, and they ..seeing that another hope hashed upon them, rose 
ami turned the ' guns upon the; victorious army. The fugitives, perceiving 
tiow inarvellons a change was thus effected in their favour, rallied, and the 
battle was to l>e fought again. . Colonel Maxwell charged their infantry, 
broke them again, but ML . -..Oeneral Wellesly with the 78th, and a regiment 
«f native cavalry, once morn -attacked the formidable artillery, which had ah 
fcady made such frightful -havoc among his men ; his horse w^as shot under 
liim, but the second attack proved as irresistible as the first, and the field with 
all the spoil again was- his. own— 4io more to he contested. 

’ The loss of the eo.nqi 6 Fors was severe beyond all former example in India, a 
full third of the victorious array being killed or wounded. Never was any 
victory gained against so many disadvantages, Superior arms and discipline 
liave often prevailed against as great a-iiuiiicrical difference,' but it would be 
describing the least part of this day’s glory to say that the number of the ene- 
my were as ten to one:, they had disciplioed. troops in the field, under Euro- 
petii officers, who more than dou^bledlh^,. British ;foix^ they had an hundred 
pieces of cannon which were served with perfect, sk.il 1, and which the British^ 
without the aid of artillery, twice won w„ith.:th.e bayonet Never was victory 
more bravely achieved, or more complete stores, ammunitioii, camp equipage, 
bullocks ' and camels, »tandards--and :canno.n,... were..left u:p.o.D.:the ficklj.. itOO 
dead were counted there, and. the country round was strewed with the wound- 
ed. It produced proposals from the enemy j one of Sdiidiah’s ministers wrote 
to request that General Wellesley would send a British officer to his master’s' 
camp for the purpose of negodating a peace. England has never in her In- 
dian wars been fooled by treaties out of what she has gained by the sword. 
The General, having none to controul him, was left to pursue the siraiglit for- 
ward policy of an active spirit and a commanding mind. He refused to treat 
upon these propositions, because, as the request was not made directly on the 
' authority of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, tfiey might afterwards have dis«- 
avowed the act of their minister .5 and because it would appear, if a British of- 
ficer were sent to the enemy’s camp, that the British were soliciting peace, lli« 
ftod of granting it to a beaten enemy. He declared himself, however, ready 
to receive with all respect, ia the British camp, any person duly authorised to 
propose terms. It soon becaam obvious that the Malirattas were temporiring^ 
aud he lost ao time in prosecu^ng his success. After totally destroying Scui- 
diaifs Persian cavalry, and defeating the greater part of the Berar infantry o-ii 
the plains of Argaum, he stormed the hill fort of Gawalgur, and compelled the 
Rajah to purchase a separate peace by ceding the provinces of Auttack and 
Btteore*, and a fortnight afforwards Sciudiah, in like manner, submitted to 
ittch terms as the British general thought proper to dictate. The other parts 
■ of thi^ marvellous campaign belong not to our subject. Suffice it to say, tfiat 
M. Perron retired before General Lake without venturing to give him battle 5 
' and his reputation received a shock fmm which iie was unable to recover 5 'the 
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fort of Ally was liis usoal residence and grand depot, and wldcli,^ 

to any native power, was impregnable, was taken by storm. ■ Tiic viclorioiii 
J'biixibh C!iiteri‘<l the cily of Shall Jehan and of Aurengzcbe, to deliver their 
Jdiml and oppress^ed desceiuhint from degradation and bondage. The capture 
of Agra put them in pom-ssion of the city; of the Great Akbar, mid the fori 
"wliirli li:iH cinpiuitically biTii called the key of ilindostan j and the battle of 
Lcawarcc completed the defeat of liie enemy,.; and the dcstriietion of the French 
force, 1^1. IVrroii and Ills officers soliciting th© British protection, ..because, when 
I heir power was overthrown, ** they found themselves just objects of indigna- 
tioii ill the country which they had gbvernedf’ ' General Wellesley, for his 
part ill this memorable campaign, received the hrst fruits of those Isoiioiirs of 
wliicli lie was one day to reap so abundant a harvest .A monument in me- 
mory of file battle of Assye was erected at Calcutta: ■ th.e iniiabiiauts of that 
city preKeiited him with a sword; his own -..officers, with a golden vase ; in 
Jhiglaiid llie thanks of Farliainciit were voted liinvancl he was made a Knight 
Cotwpaiiioii of I he Bath. The people of Seringapatam presented to him an 
address on his relnrn, which, to one who felt himself deserving of the feelings 
which it expressed, must be os gratifying as the proudest distinctions. Ttiey 
hud reposed years, they said, under the shadow of his -proteciion : they 

liail felt, during ids absence in the midst of battles and victory, tliat bis care 
for their welfare liuil been extendedto theni.as amply as if no other object had 
occupied ills mind : they were preparing -in -their several. -casts ..the duties of 
thanksgiving aiid of sacrifices to the preserving God wdio had brought .him 
hack In sniViy, ami they implored the God of all casts and of all nations, to 
hear their constant prayer, wliei-icver greater al-fairs should call him from 
them, for his health, his glory, and his happiness. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley (as he must now. , be called) returned to England in., 
1805, and commanded a brigade in the army under Lord Cathcart, which^ 
having landed on the contiuent, speedily- re-embarked in consequence of the 
baffle of Aiisterlitz. He was now, upon the death of Marquis Cornwallis^ 
made colonel of the 38lh regiment, in which he had -served as licutcnanb colo- 
nel thirteen veurH. In 18o0 he took his .seat in the- House of Commons, as 
Alember for Newport, in the Isle of Wight- In the same year lie married the 
ilonoiirable (.latherine Pakcnlmm, sister to the Earl of Longford. In 1807 he 
was appointed chief secretary in Ireland under the - Duke of Eidimoud, And 
Dublin is indebted to him for a police. In the. siimm..er of this year the expe- 
dition sailed against Copenhagen, and Sir Arthur again accompanied Lord 
Cathcart. Tfm justice or injusiice of that measure was then vehemently de- 
bated : incn fall into the violence of party--questions as they do into the al>- 
surdilies of fashion, ami, in lilaj manner, wonder at them, .when their season i» 
gone by. Time, 'wh.lch buries so many things in .darkness, brings others tp 
light ; the disposition of the Danish government has since been so completely 
tried and proved, as ellectually to Justify the preventive policy of Great Britain,, 
and the Ei^gUsii ministers will be censured hereafter, not for having done so 
Miicli, but for iioi having done more— for their forbearance, not for their vb 
gour. Only otic action of any importance took place, and in that Sir Arthur 
commanded. Four battalioiis of the Danes w^ere strongly posted on the banks 
of a stream, with cavalry on both flanks, and apparently a large hotly in re- 
serve at some distance from Kioge, the little town in front of whidi the rivu- 
let runs. It was agreed lliat the Swedish General Linsingen should ascend the 
bai|k higher up aiid turn the flank of the Danes, while Sir Arthur attacked 
VojL. ivb No. .3 U 
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Ihem ill tlie front The two corps lost all commtmioalion with each other oi 
the inarch'; and Sir Arthur, whett became in sight of the enemy, without 
waiting for the junction, attacked them, drove them from a position Into a 
strong intreiichment, from that intrenchment into the town, pursued them in^ 
to the town, routed and dispersed them. This action deprived the governor 
of Copenhagen of all hope of relief from the army, and accelerated the eapite- 
lation. Sir Arthur Wellesley' was appointed'to treat : in diplomacy and m 
war he pursued the same prompt system, and the terms were discussed, settled^-' 
and signed the same night. 

He was soon to foe tried in more arduous undertakings. By the peace of 
Tilsit, Buonaparte was left master of the continenl of Europe, the greatest part 
being actually in his possession, and the rest under his controul. He possessed 
a more real and absolute authority over Germany than the most powerful of 
her emperors had ever been able to obtain, Switzerland, which had in former 
times so gloriously asserted her independence, submitted to call him her Pro- 
tector, received with obedience his oppressive and barbarizing edicts, and sup- 
plied men to fill up the enormous consumption of his wars. Holding France, 
Flanders, and Italy himself, he had established one brother upon the throne of 
Naples,, made a second King of Holland, and erected a kingdom in Germany 
for a third, with territories taken indiscnminately from his foes and his friends;. 
His sister’s liusbaud, Murat, jiossesscd a principality, with the tttle of Grand 
Duke of Berg ; Eugene Beauharnois, his wife’s son, was married into the house 
of Bavaria, and ruled Italy as his Viceroy ; his uncle, Cardinal Fcsch, would, 
upon the next vacancy, be appointed at the head of the Homan Catholic 
Church. Never had any adventurer, in an enlightened age and civilized 
world, built up such a fortune for himself and his family, and his followers, 
Like the hero of a Spanish Romance of chivalry, he portioned out kingdoms,, 
and principalities, and dukedoms, from his conquests, among his companions 
in arms, and we read of Dukes of Istria, and Dalmatia, and Ragusa,aud Dant- 
2ic, among the new nobility of France. His reputation, political as well as 
military, was at the highest pitch ; he had achieved more lhaii Louis S^IV. had 
attempted, and exercised a wider authority than Charlemagne had claimed 5 
while the world, dazzled by the splendour of his successes, was but too ready 
to forget or forgive his crimes. If overman might have been satished with do- 
million and with renown it was Napoleon Buonaparte ; but it is with amhilioo 
o( this kind as it fe with avarice, ** increase of appetite hucl grown by what it 
fed on.”' 

He began his machinations by calling upon Spain to supply him with troops, 
in virtue of tliat offensive and defensive alliance which Godoy had concluded 
with the Directory : by these means he withdrew from the country the flower 
of Iter armies under the Marquis de Romana, and to make sure of them he sent 
the greater part into Denmark. The political drama of which the destruction 
of the Spanish Bourborit and* of the house of Brngauza was to form the catas- 
trophe, was crowded with intrigues. A secret treaty was made with Charles 
IV, for partilionirig Portugal, which, small as it is, was to be divided into 
three kingdoms, one for the Prince of the Peace, one for the Queen of Etnirik 
In exchange for an ephemfcral kingdom which Buonaparte had created, and 
now took to himself 5 the third was tO‘ jwmain in his hands to be disposed of as 
might horeatler seem good, or be exchanged with Spain for her Pyreiiean pro- 
vinces, While the treaty for despoiling the Prince of Brazil was negotiating, 
Buonaparte nrgofiated with him' also, and required him. to Feiioimce’hiS‘'oid 



iilliaiic!e miih Great Britain, aeize all tlie British j^ibjects, mid coiifiscale the 
Britisli property in ForlwgaL The prince, knowing the liei|>ks» stale of lik 
country, coiisciiti't! to every sacriilce except that of .his hosioiir aisd conse.ieiice : 
lie gave the Kiiglisfi notice to tlepart mid withdmw their property, and tiicii 
iiibiiiitted to obey the orders, and be iiieioded in the coistineiital systcjn of the 
iwiivcrhtil tyrant. Regardless of this, t French array advaiiced^ by forced 
iiiiiivhes to seize Idtu in ids capital ^ baifiig tppmeil in time of the secret treaty 
of Foiitaincbleaii, he made Ids deteriiiinattoii known to the British «f|iwdroii, 
firibarkccl with all his feinily from Belem, and departing from the very spot 
wiieiice Oa.H»ii4id unibarkccl for the discovery of India, md Cabral for 
vojntge ill which Brazil was discovered, he removed tlie seat of the Porlugnese 
govcriiitieiil to its rising empire in South America. The French, commanded 
by Junot, entered Portugal witiiont declaration, cause, pretext, or pretence 
war 5 it was procltii met! that they eime as friends and allies, and the last orders 
of the prince were that they sliottid be received as sudi *. this he thought the 
• only means of preventiiig them from treating his kingdom as a conquered coua- 
-try. .As such, however, it was treated, and a contribution was imposed equh 
valent to a poll-tax of a guiuca and a imlf upon the whole population I The 
treaties of Fontainebleau were now laid aside, — ^^their use was ove.r, except a» 
documents for history and jwoofs of the folly of the Spanish court and the du* 
plicity of Buonaparte. The kingdoms of Algarve and of Nortlierrc Lusitania 
obtained neither name nor exiMence beyond the- delusive acts by which -tliay 
■ were created, and tlie Prince of the Peace soon found himself in a situition 
which gave him more reason to dream -of a scatfold than of a throne. 

The-Prince of Asturias' hated his father’s favourite : a party had collected 
round him, consisting of men who, during Godoy's ascendancy, were excluded 
from power, and for that reason discontented with the govei-nment. Their ha- 
tred of Godoy was a bond of union. Under the infiuence of these counsellors, 
Ferdinand wrote to Buonaparte to solicit a princes of Ids family in marriage. 
The affair of the Escurlal followed, with all thow scandalous proceedings 
which reflect equal disgrace upon all who were coucerned in them. The fa- 
ttier and the son, alike imbecile, but not culpable alike, l>oth appealed to Buo- 
naparte, and he enjoyed the pleasure of seeing these Dotterels flutter with fear 
before they rtn into the net Already under various pretexts he had filled the 
Peninsula with his troops,— it was to take possession of Portugal, to defend the 
southern coast against the Flnglish, to besiege Gibraltar, and to invade 
rocco ; for even this project was talked of, aiid perhaps inteiMleil as the next 
»tep after the conqueat of 8|mifi. It would be out of place hereto pursue the 
detail of events so recent and so notorious as the treacherous seizure of St. Se- 
basliiui, Pamplmta, Figuieras, and Barcelona, the insurrection at Arnujiicz, the 
occupation of Madrid by Murat, and the betrayal of the whole royal family. 

Thus did the Spanish Bourbons pay the price of their alliance with a faitli- 
lea iiatioii, and a perlidimw tyrant The resources of Spain had long been so 
entirely at BuoiuiparUfs disposal, that if the country had acquiesced i« this 
ttsurpation, it wouhl have produced only a uomiiml difference a» far m other 
powers were couccwietl In this light England might have regargod it I it 
mattered not. to her whcthc^r Charles or Joseph acted as Buonaparte’s deputy 
■ill Madrid 3 but upou the Spauisli colonies the effect might tm important, 
and as Great Britain liai! obtained (at a dear price!) soiMe inowletlge of the 
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The troops were collected at Cork bat before tliey could set sail, (lie eveiits 
of l!ic 2d of .IMay (1B08) altered their destioatiou, uiul cljaui^cd the fate of Eu- 
rope. Oiillmtday the people of Madrid, exasperated alike at the treacliery by 
w hich their prince had been kidnapped and the insolence with whifui a foreign 
tyrant pretended to set a foreigner and an upstart over them, rose against. Mu- 
rat’s army. The immediate result was wluit drivellers aiid cowards w-ould 
have piaaliefed,— "the defeat and massacre of the insurgents ; hut the eO'ects 
were fiiOy aiisvrerabie to the hopes of the most heroic spirits, that were stirring 
in that day’s work. Never had. the blood of martyrdom been more profusely 
shed, never did that holy seed produce a more abundant harvest. The people 
ware mown down by grape-shot in, the streets; they werp bayouetted in tljeir 
houses, and when the slaughter of the contest and of the pursuit had ceased, a 
military tribune was erected to continue the butchery .with the forms of in- 
r suited justice. During many succeeding days groups of thirty and forty at a 
time were led to the Prado, the Puerta del Sol, the Puerla de S. Vincente, tiie 
Cluircli of N. Senora de la SoIedad,—all the most public places of .Madrid, — 
and there shot in the presence of their townsmen, their friends, tiieir wives, 
and their children I 

The impulse of this moment at Madnd was felt like an electric shock through- 
out the whole Peninsula. The Spaniards and Portugue.se. rose simultaneously 
against their oppressors. Without a government, wiihoiit a loader, without 
armies, without concert, they rose against the most formidable military power 
that ever yet existed, a power perfectly organii^ed, with all its means in readi- 
ness, w liich held the government and the capital of both kingdoms in its hand, 
occupied their fortresses, and was in actual possession of both countries. There 
existed but one nation to which they could look for help Portugal was bound 
to England by ties of intimate and most friendly intercourse almost coeval with 
her existence as a kingdom. The Spaniards were at war with us ; but they 
also knew the English character, and called upon England as the natural and 
sure ally of men engaging in so just and sacred a cause. . 

The expedition at Cork being ready, Sir Arthur Wellesley was ordered to 
sail for Corunna, to communicate there with the Junta of Galicia, and act as 
circumstances miglit direct him. General Spencer, from Gibraltar, would be 
instructed to join him, further reinforcements sent after him, as last as they 
could be fiited out. Accordingly Sir Arthur set sail, and on the 20th July ar- 
rived nt Corunna, where he found tidings of the recent defeat which Cuesta and 
Blake had sustained at Medina del Rio Seco. It was such a reverse as was to 
be expected in the outset of such a war. The men, without orders, had marched 
against the enemy as soon as they heard of their approach, the officers followed 
the impulse of the men, and the General endeavoured to direct the rush im- 
patience, which he did not attempt to restrain, being in reality neither able 
to coutroid, nor competent to guide it. The Spaniards were necessarily de- 
feated by an enemy little if at all inferior in number, strong in cavahy, and 
acting in a dal country; but they displayed great courage, as well as ardour; 
and Blake, in covering their retreat, gave a promise of military talent from 
which much was expected. The French used their victory cruelly, and com^ 
milted the most atrocious excesses afterwards* They were commanded by 
LasaIIc,-ai.ioSicer who had been trained to atrocious deeds in the Egyptian 
school. It was this man whose division fell in with sixteen stragglers of Sir 
John Hopes army, and deliberately cut them down, an exploit of which 
.]ps.|<?naparte h^^Pted in his h ulletius. This disaster had not in the slightest dc^ 
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grce the Oalit'iiuw: when the English ofierad their assistance* they 

assured Sir Artlnir Unit they were in no need of men, and that IsIh army eoiild 
no where he so iiseftilly employed as in acting- against Jnuot and elearirig Por- 
tugal of llie eiieiyy. They represented' thi enemy’s" force as not exceeding 
men, and said that the Portuguese had already assembled an army of 
lO.mwi !il Porto. 

Tt^ tile expedition proceeded; and, Sir Artiwir, after a coiifereime with 
the bishop, leaving the trariiports* went on to confer with Admiral Cotton off 
the Tagws. it was impossible to effect a hiiding tliere i tlm bar* the fortresses^ 
miil the Russian squadron in the river woiik! have rewclercil the attempt too 
dsiiigeroiis* even if it had not been to be made, Jn the face of a superior foe# 
IViiiclie was occupied by the enemy* and there was no nearer point at which 
a disembarkation could be effected than the- Mondego ; that point therefore 
was chosen, and Sir Arthur* having sent /instructions to Gencfral Spencer to 
join him there* met Ids fraiispoiis there on the 3-Oth. '...Tliere he received di»* 
*|,»alclujs from home, informing tiim that - rcinfo,rcements of 6000 men under 
tiencml Ludlow were on their way, and that 10,000 more would speedily be 
«ciit under Sir Joiin Moore. This general was his superior officer : but the 
coinmiimi in chief would he. vested in Sir Hew Dalrymple, who was to come 
Crum (■■ai>raUar, ami Sir Harry ikirrard was to be second in conimarul. There 
was iKovever yet time for him to strike the blow before they should arrive to 
supersede him, and nothing could be more -prosperous '.than the news from 
Kpain : the French sipuidron at Cadiz had been taken possession of by the 
Spaniards, and Dupont, willi his whole army, made prisoners in Andalusia. 
Buonaparte had never before received such a blow ; t!ie loss of men iiitleed mm 
easily reparable, but the reputation of his armies, was wounded, the invinciblea 
had been put to slimiie, the spell which -palsied the nations was broken; an- 
other such catastrophe might stir up the north- of Europe to imitate the glo- 
rious example of the Peninsula, and wliat: was to preserve Junot from the fate 
of Diipoiit? With this prospect, Sir Arthur Wellesley, having l«en joined by 
<scneral Spencer, I.M‘gan his march from .Goimbra toward Lisbon. 

Tilt? disposition of the Portuguese was excellent. The events of their iu- 
siirrcclicm against tlie Frcncli were little hnown at the time, and have not yet 
been detailed in any language except tlieir-own. - it was a general and siinul- 
tiineous movement of the people, which ii'iKltr'' all circumatances, Sir Arthur 
WelicHley thought even more extraordinary .tiiaii-.that for which tfie Spaniardiii 
deserved and obtahicd universal sympathy -and.' admiration; it was made against 
ciisiulvautagcs ; and while the British we.re on -the coast, an enemy’s detacli- 
iiieiil was ravaging Alemtejo under General - Loiaon, a man who, in an army 
inlainous for its excesses, was distiuguishe.d .. for his love of plunder and of 
blouih On the 90th July he sacked the ..-city of Evora, and* in tlic carnage 
wliidi ciisned, the clergy were marked, out as -especial objects of vengeance* 
aiiil hiiiitecl like wild hcafiti. . Where he went, his soldiers were kt foc>« to 
burn, to pillage, and lo dfstro) ; but these cruelties served to repress the peo- 
ple only while he w%ts present, and left them more eager and more iosttiatc for 
vciigcaiice. This spirit was so general, and such precautions .were taken by 
the governors of Goimbra and Pombal, that the French for along time obtained 
ihtle informal iou coucemiog the British troops. At the first rtimour, how- 
ever, Loison hastened from Alemtejo* and crossing the river, took a positioa 
between Thoruar and Sautarem ; and Laborde, who had the reputation of bc<» 
iiig the best general in that army, with Generals Thomleres and Brcnnier ut- 
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ier hinij entered Alcoba^a with' a ^rong detachment, .and pnshed liis'advanced 
pom m far. as Aljufoarrota* The enemy were perfectly well acquainted with 
the country j ki these points they" were always as well informed, as #e, till of 
Me, were igtim^ant. They fell hack as the Englisli advanced, ami took post 
iipon the heights of Ralissa, a village about two leagues south of Obidos, re- 
markable as the first ground whereon the British and French were opposed to, 
#teh other in the Peninsular war," Laborde had about 5000 men 5 Loison, 
with an equal force, was expected to join him on the evening of the 17 th* Si^ 
Arthur Wellesley was informed of this,' and made his attack in the morning# 
The enemy had chosen his ground 'Well 5 it consisted of narrow passes and 
itrcwig heights* Disposition's were inade‘ for turning his left by a column of 
IfOO Fortugueze, and his right by Major-General Ferguson, who had" also to 
watch the motions of Lolson; but the main attack was made boldly upon the 
front and strength of the position, where the principal column, under cover of 
some olive and cork trees, was enabled to approach and deploy without much 
loss. The way was up ravines, made by the rains, in some places overgrown 
with shrubs, in others impeded with crags, and hitherto only thought practi- 
«!abl€ for goats. The middle pass appeared the least difiicult, and here the 
^sailauts suffered their severest loss i for near the top of this pass there was ji 
msiai! opening in the form of a wedge, which, at the point nearest the English^ 
was overgrown with myrtle, arbutus, and those other shrubs which render the 
wildemcsses of this part of Portugal so beautiful. Mere the French posted an 
ambush of riflemen, and here Colonel Lake led his regiment instead of sending 
iorwaM to explore the ground <as the pass opened: the French let half the regi- 
ineht enter, and then fired upon them wlien they were in close column. Colonel 
Lake feI 4 a severe loss was sustained, but the men pushed forward and won 
the pass. Here the Spth and<>l:h regiments found themselves for a considerable 
time unsupported, and the enemy charged them thrice with great resolution^ 
but were as often repulsed. The skill of the French was indeed as clearly 
fu-oved that day as their inferionty to the British soldiers in those moiBeiit!i 
when every thing de|>entk upon native courage. During a contest which be- 
gan at nine in the morning and was not concluded before five in the afternoon^ 
they retreated with admirable order from one difiicult position to another, losing 
none of the advantages which the ground offered, of which it was not least 
that the Fhiglish were never able to avail tliemselves of Ibeir numerical supe- 
riority, the number actually engaged being far less than liiat of the enemies 
whom they defeated. They repeatedly attempted to recover what they had 
last, and when this hope w'as abandoned, they efiected their retreat in good 
order 5 for as Sir Arthur- Wellesley w^anted cavalry, and troops and cannon 
could not be brought up the passes with the requisite speed, there was no pur- 
®Uit, Our loss was less than 500 men killed, wounded, and missing ; that of 
the French was supposed to have trebled it, and of their five pieces of cannon 
three were taken. The battle, though neither in its scale nor its consequences* 
of iriucli importance, becomes interesting, as the first in this long struggle,* 
and because in this trial the British evinced that superiority to what may be 
termed national courage, which they maintained in every engagement from 
that day till they closed their triumphant career before the walls of Thoulousc# 
Ott the same day that the battle of Bolissa was fought, the Portuguese by an 
HUtefprke, conducted with equal bravery and good fortune, recovered the'im-^ 
portanf city of Abrantes, where Loison had left a garrison of ^200 men. That 
general| ai well as Laborde, 'Hdw fell back to join' the main force of the -Frenchi 
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wliicli Jiiiiat %vaa collecting about Torres Yedras. Junot had left betwcea 
3 aiicl4OO0 wen in Lwt»» under General Trarot; there were three oliccrs of 
tank ill tliia French araiy who distingaislied themselves mi itwullitig, 5 rio« 
injwriiig, .iihI not robbing the inhaMtaiits Travot, ..€hartot, and Breiinier* 
lliif Fr(nH;li ikhv iM’gan to tee! that character was worth sometliing, and Jnnotp 
in the proclairiiitions that lie issued «|M>n leaving Lisixjn, a^)oke of the virtue*, 
by m'liirli r»eiicral Travot had obtained the Irkathhip of the inhabitant# of 
CaseatM and Oeyrm 

Sir Art till r Wdlttky mcaiitiine was informed that Generali Attkland ami 
Aiisfnitlier with ilielr brigaiks were off the coast 5 and he moved to Tmiieru 
♦0 fwoleet their landing* The larger reinforcements under Sir llarty iumwd 
and Sir John Moore, having been delayed by contrary winds, were sixteen 
days from Portsniojith before they made Capa Finisterre : their iiistraction* 
were, not to go to the south of Forto obtaining infoiiiiatiou. Sit 

Harry therefore retiioreil to tlie Brawn sloop with some of his staff, and, Icav^ 
ing the convoy, proceediHl drst to the Doufo, then to the MoiMleg'O, Here he 
foondkttew from Sir Arthur, recommending tliatthe trooiis should land here* 
»!kI mfwds upon .Santarem in order to cut off the rc'ireat of the enemy in that 
direction ; but the kltcr added that they must carry their own bread, for the 
resources of the country were not to be relied on. Upon weighing this diffi* 
cuMy, and the possible danger of not being in sufficient strengtli to resist 
enemy if they should retire with their force upon that potot, Sir Btrry Bucf* 
rard determined not to follow tiiis advice, and continued his course southward# 
This was on tlu'; ISIIi ; the next day he obtained imteliigence of the battle d! 
llolsHSii, and then dispatched an officer to Sir John Moore, directing him to 
Inml In the ^loiuicgo, and proceed according to. circumstances and his ow^ 
Judgii'ieiit. Moore accordingly reached the Mowdago on the SOtli, began to 
disembark, but presefstly he received counter-ordem to follbw Sir Harry, who 
liad changed hw miad, and wa» proceeding to the tuotiih of the Maceir% 
Wlitre lie ai rived on the evening of the 20tb. While the Engiisli tr<»pi were 
tliiia difkicci, Junot had collected his forces; he himself, with the advanced 
guard, took post in front of Torres Vedras, and the mum body, under Ijibordt 
and iiOisoH, were strongly posted beyond the town# They covered thecoim*^ 
try with their cavalry, of which they had alwut ISOO, awl Sir Arthur ccuiid 
only learn that their position w'as very strong, and their wltole strength aswnij^ 
bled there* His own plans were speedily formed; Sir Charles Stuart (a mm 
whose eiiiiiicnt military tafoiifs were never allowed an adequate field wherein 
to display tiicni) had carefully surveyed this part of the country when he coiir* 
niawded the British troops in Portugal, for it had not escaped him, timt upon 
tills ground, in case of serious invasion, the kingdom must be won or lost Fliii 
Maps and topograpliieal accounts were in Sir Arthur Wellesley’s pofflesskn* 
The French either did not understand the advantages which the ground offers 
ccl them, or tliey believed that a defensive system was not practicable on their 
part, l)€€aiisc of the dispoEitiori of the people# Sir Arthur deteraiiued to pus| 
fiis aclvartceil guard to Mafni on the foliowiiig morning, turn the enemy’s posh 
tion by this n[io?eu««b and he then hoped to enter Lisbon in puwult of the 
retreating enemy. Having laid down this plan, and i^ned orders for potting it 
ill exfciitkii on the morrow, he heard of Sir Harry’s arrival,, and going imme- 
iliiitely on board to coninnmicate with him,he-explaiued his intended ineasnre#. 

But the new conimancler was more impre^ed with the difficulties to be en» 
countered^ than encouraged by the mccess whicli had hitherto attended the 
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movements of the army* The strength of the enemy's cavalry^ and their own 
want of that important arm of wai% kept.. the British troops at present close to 
their encampment; and the farther they might, advance from the ships^ (upon 
which they depended for bread,) - the' more severely would this inferiority be 
•fell. The artillery horses were inefficient.; they were- cast-off., cavalry,, pur- 
chased in [reland, the old, and the blind, and the lame ; .some, of them had al- 
ready died of age, and others, though xarefuliy fed, had ; sinik uifde.r what 
would have been easy work for horses in good condition ; nearly a sixth part 
had thus pefisbed upon the, way, and of "those which were left many were not 
worth the forage which they consumed.-. Under these circumstances, the de- 
cision, which he was now called uppii to make, appeared to Sir Harry Burrard 
most serious in its consequences ; and should the army be checked in advanc- 
ing, he thought it impossible to calculate the disasters to wdiich it might be 
exposed. He was of opinion, therefore, that they ought to wait for Sir John 
Moore's division. Sir .Arthur represented that' at least, ten days, must . elapse 
before these troops could land and become serviceable at Vimiero: the two ar- 
mies %vcrf so situated that one of them must attack; if the British advanced, 
they w ould have the advantage of acting on the offensive ; in his opinion they 
could reach Mafra before they could be brought to a general engagement ; 
reaching that point, be should turn the French position, and come more ini; 
mediately in front of Lisbon, upon ground which he knew so well, that he was 
desirous of making it the scene of action. These representations were unavail* 
Ing; tiie Adjutant General B. General Clinton, and Colonel Murray the Qua- 
ter Master General coincided in opinion with Sir Harry Burrard ; and the 
orders which Sir Arthur AVellesley had given for advancing on the morrow 
were consequently countermanded. But a part of that general’s opinion was 
'Verified; he had asserted that a battle could not be delayed, and, as he ex- 
pected, Junot on the following morning brought his whole force to attack the 
British army before they should receive further reinforcements. 

Thus was the enemy allowecl to chuse the place, the time, and the manner 
pf attack ; and they made full use of the advantage, for they brought the whole 
pf their force to bear upon half of the British army. There were in the held 
about 14,000 French, and 16,000 English ; yet they engaged them with a su- 
periority of nearly two to one. To a general of less promptitude, or to troops 
of less determined courage, this would have been fatal ; but on this occasion 
the skill of the general was admirably seconded by the gallantry of officers 
and men. The intentions of the enemy were divined at every movement, 
troops were moved with the utmost celerity just when and where they were 
needed, and the heart, and the arm, and the bayonet, did the rest. Wherever 
the French made the attack, they were repelled; wherever they were attacked, 
they gave way. Yet they were brave enemies ; and had they not been sullied 
by such crimes, they might deserve for their bravery to be mentioned with 
admiration. One charge which they made upon Major-General Ferguson’s 
brigade will long be remembered by those who witnessed it : it w*as iiiatle by 
the flower of the enemy's army with the bayonet; they came resolutely to the 
point of trial, and in one instant their whole line was cut down, so decisive was 
the superiority of British courage when brought lo this last test. Above three 
liundred of their grenadiers were foiind dead in the line where they had b^esi*- 
drswn np. 
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fTramiaied from the French*) 

FRANCE hasju?»t behefd an example which onraoiials will pre?s€rve. 
to the end of time. Alas, that the most gallant of her warriors was not 
likewise the most faiih^iil ! It might he' pardoned to this Muphal, the 
bravest among the foriiTe, that be should prefer, if in equal ciiic»i'hislaiice», 
Napoleon to Louis; hut. when he bad taken' tlje oaths to Louis, T-wIieii 
he bad accepted the ecimmand of an.arfuy fro.in Louis, lie hsil con** 
traded new engagemenis ; he bad impiioitly giveu.his faith and honour 
thft lie would be faithful to the king.; ind tberelbre Ms honour, bis 
faitli, and lii'S 'lojiilly, diad a object. He'further 'strengthened these 
obligations by a vojuiitary promise to the king that be would bring Na- 
poleon to Paris alive or dead. — Did he intend to fulfil this promise at 
the time ; or bad he then resolved to- embrace the cause of Na|'>o!eon. 
His guilt is nearly equal in eitlier of the conditions of this dilemma. In 
tiie one ease, he added the most culpable imbecillity to bis treason'; 
in the other the most horrible hypocrisy* In both be was equally gpih| 
of the most shameless treason. , . 

But bis actions lv.'vc given an interest to the events of his life. It may 
be of use, tlicrefou, to the future historian to collect what' is authentic- 
in a brief memoir. May it : please the D'lvine Mercy to pardon those sins 
of which he at least appeared to repent. 'And may future soldiers of 
better and of a better cause, emulate the example of his courage^ 
whilst they indignantly avert from that of his treasons* ' ^ - - 

Marshal Ney, Prince of Moskwa, was of very humble birth, his pa- 
rents were small farmers, or rather labourers, in the vicinity of Sarre- 
Loiiis. He entered very early In one of the royal regiments of Hussars, 
and in the beginning of the revolution was already remarked as an ex- 
cellent cavalry soldier. His activity, :^eal, and great intelligence, were 
not long in diitinguisbiug^theniselvei, and after having passed succes- 
sively tfjroiigli all inferior ranks^ he was iBade captain in 1794 ; it wa» 
♦hen that he became acquainted with General Kleber* The -frankiiesa 
of his Eiaimers, and his military air, pleased this General, who soon ap- 
pointed Ney to the command of a squadron, and employed !iim near hi» 
person. He entrusted him with several secret and delicate missions, iu 
which be acc|iiittecl himself with the greatest success. 

He particularly signalized himself at the passage of the Lalm in’ ' 17 ^ 4 . 
Being placed two years after i^ihe division of General Collard, 
the army of the Sambre-ancLMeuscf, hif yatour and boidniess wfre r^- 
TOarkcd in the battles „of iMtenkirchen,‘D|erc|ofl‘,'Montabor, ^and Beyu- 
dorf. He assisted in the: affair of Obermel, , which was taken and rctakea 
four times in two On the f4|th of Jfply, with 100 men, he took 

prisoners, near Wurtzburg, SOOO^of tJie enemy’s soldiers, and got pos- 
session of a coi^uderabie quantity , of stores, ' at the lieat! of 
¥ 01 . lY. No. "23. n: S. a'l 
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400 horse, he sahred. SOO of the enemy. - The 8th of August, he forced 
the passage of the Rednit/, defended by 14 pieces of artillery, and got 
possession of Pfortzein, where he took 70 pieces of cannon : soon after 
this brilliant action he was appomted General of Brigade, 

In the following campaign Ney repulsed the enemy at Giessen, and 
pursued it to Steinburg, but repulsed by superior force, and constrained 
to yield to numbers, he retreated ; his horse was killed under him ; he 
was made prisoner. The array of Sambre-and-Meuse was then com-« 
Bianded by General Hocbe, who had a great esteem for General Ney, 
end who soon obtained him by exchange ; on his return to the army he 
obtained the rank of General of Division* 

The command of the cavalry of the French in Switzerland was con- 
fided to him, and he powerfully contributed to the victory gained by the 
French armies on the Thur, May 26, 1799* 

Shortly after, General Ney was opposed to Prince Charles ; he fought 
against him, and took Manheim, In the action, the vanguard of the 
army had been surrounded near Lauffen : Ney came to its assistance,- 
put the enemy to flight, and made IbOO prisoners. 

In 1800, General Ney was employed in the army of the Rhine, as 
commander of the 4th division, which occupied Worms and Franken- 
dal. The 5th of June he gained the battle of the Iller, and took all 
the enemy’s artillery, . 

Soon after General Ney was charged with the command of the bodies 
.of troops dispersed between Huninguen and Diisseldorf; in less than 
eight days he made thirteen false attacks, which all succeeded, and gave 
him the facility of causing all the regiments^ under his orders to cross the 
Rhine at the same moment. While this passage was effected, the Ge- 
neral, at the head of 9000 men, marched to the walls of Frankfort, where 
he routed 20,000 Mayencais in English pay, who had been joined by 
2000 Austrians, He then returned to pass the Maine near Mentz* He 
passed as a conqueror, overthrowing alf that opposed him, the country 
of Hesse-Darmstadt, again took possession of Manheim, Heedelberg, 
Bruqhsal, Heilbron, and reached the walls of Stntgard without experi- 
encing the least check. These’ hold moves 'obliged Austria to evacuate 
a part of Switzerland, apd thu^ contributed to the famous victory -of 
Zurich. ' ' ' ' ' 

Employed successiyely under the orders of General Massena in Switz- 
erland, under GeneraV Moreau in Germany, General Ney after the peace 
of Luneville, was ctfaVged with the general inspection of the cavalry. 
He soon left tips office for a .mission to Switzerland; as Minister* Plenipo- 
tentiary. At the epoch of the projected e,xpeditidn against England, he 
was appointed commander of the camp of Montreui!. 

General Ney received t,he reward of so touch glorious service ; he wa* 
included’ in the flrst proii^o^nh of Marshals by the Imperial Governmentl 
The war between' Austria and' France having broken out in 1805, 
Tmrliishid Marshal Ney an' occasion to signalise himself by new exploits. 
He left the camp of Montreuil for Germany, with his corps d’armee®. 
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On Ills arrival there he gave battle at Eichingen (which afterwards gave 
liiiii the title of DiikeJ—iu this action he clbpiayed all the reioiirces-of 
skill,, aiiil all the iiitreiddity of valour. He remaioed master of the 
field of battle, mid gained a complete victory. 

After the capitwiatioii of Him, MarshalNey .conquered the Tyrol, 
liid mtule his victorious entrance into Insprack on,. the 7th Novembers, 
im5* Me then marched into Caiinthm, where ^ he remained till the 
peace of Presbiirg* 

At the feinous battle of Jena Marshal, Ney commanded |he 6th corps 
of the grand army, his skilful dispositions,, and his heroic courage con-* 
tributed to the gaining this memorable battle, where the French armies 
covered themselves with an immortal glory. 

. Marshal Ney was then charged with the blo.cktde of Magdeburg; % 
this important fortress capitulated on the 9th November, ;l 606. This 
garrison were made prisoners, and there were foa.nd in the fortress 80,0 
pieces of cannon, and immense inagazines. . ■ , 

it was !Marslial Ney, who after many bloody and glorious combats^ 
took, in 1807, the town of Friedland, which has given a name to one of 
the thousand victories wliicli have rendered illustrious for ever the 
French arms. 

After the peace of Tilsit , Marshal Ney conducted his army into Spain. 

It was 111 that fatal war that the Marsiial, having to combat innumerable 
obstacles, which tiie natural difficulties of the country and exalted, pa- 
triotism of its inhabitants opposed to him, constantly displayed the rai- 
,iitary skill, the prudence, and the valour, of the ,greatest captains. His- 
tory has already written in eternal characters, that .at the retreat of Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo, Marshal Ney, at the head of three French regimentsj, 
stopped an enemy’s army of more than 27,000 men. , 

During the retreat of the army in Spain,. Marshal Ney constantly 
commanded the rear-guard, and on this occasion, as well as on so many 
others, France owed to his valour the preservation of mmj thousands of 
her bravest defenders. 

After this retreat the Marshal was called to the command of a corps 
d’armce, in the disastrous and too memorable campaign in Russia# 
Without entering into a detail of the many bloody actions which hap- 
pened io this campaign, and in which Marshal Ney took so glorious a 
part : without speaking of that victory at Moskwa, which .gave the Duke 
of Elchingeii the title of Prince, which the conquerors and the conquer- 
ed alike conferred on him, we shall merely, call to mind that this illus- 
trious and generous warrior, at the head of some heroes who devoted 
themselves with him, saved the wrecks of an army, pursued at once by 
fire, hunger, and all the horrors of a climate where a speedy death was the 
kst wish, and seemed to be the only hope of the soldier. 

It was at this epoch of mourning and consternation, that Blarshal Ney 
crowned in some sort his military career, and deserved to be placed at 
the head of the battalion of heroes whom he'alone knew how to' preserve 
for France, We shall pass rapidly over the campaign of ISIS, where 
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Marsha! Ney 9 ia the midst of ittijamerah!e:Tei^erse&,' always shewe him- 
self superior to events, and worthy of his great repiitation.— -We shall 
not even stop at the battle of Lutzen, where he fought, like 'a 'hero; we 
shall only name the desperate day of Leipsic, and we shalldeave to his** 
tory the care of relating, the ".high deeds of the Prince of the Moskwa, at 
the different battles of Troyes, of .Champ- Aubert, of Soissons, of Mofl’« 
tereati, of Craon, of Laon,'of Arcis-sur-Aube, and of La Fere Cham- 
penoise. * . ■ *. ^ 

Marshal Ney has been present in more than five hundred actions or 
pitched battles, and in this loiig career of glory and n{ danger he has 
never disgraced the noble title of the brmest of the brave^ ivhich had 
been conferred on him. 

* When in the month of March, 1814, Buonaparte, who had retired to 
Fontainebleau, wished to carry on negociations with the Allied Mo- 
iiarchs, Marshal Ney was, charged to signify to the Ex-Emperor that he 
liad ceased to reign in France ; soon after he made his submission to 
the Provisional Government. 

When the King entered France the Prince of the Moskwa was made 
a Bf ember of the Chamber of Peers. 

His Majesty then eotniated him with the government of the §th Mili- 
tary Division, he exercised those functions in the name of the King till 
March 14, 1815, the period at which he joined the standard of Buona- 
parte, who on the 1st of Bfarch had landed at Cannes, 

In the last short campaign of the month of June, Marshal Ney had 
again an unfortunate occasion to show his valour. The battle was lost, 
and the Allied Troops, in virtue of the Convention signed the 3d, occu- 
pied Paris in the first days of July. ’ ' r ■, 

The King returned to the capital the 8th of the same month. 

IVfarslial Key thought fit to remove himself; it appears that lie had 
nt first the intention of taking refuge in a foreign country; but having 
experienced difiiaulties as to passing the frontier, he returned to Au« 
vergne, in the environs of Auriilac, to a relation’s of his wife ; it was 
there that he was comprised in the Ordinance of the 14th of July ; he 
%vas arrested on the 5th of August. 

An Ofiicer of Gendarmerie {M., Jaumard), in whose bands -be was 
placed, was ordered to conduct him to Paris. 

Before the journey the Marshal gave his word of honour to the Officer 
not to make any attempt to escape. This Officer bad formerly served 
under the orders of the Marshal, and he thought fit to Tely on the word 
of bis former GeneraL He 'had no reason repent his confidence. 

Between Moulier and Auriilac, Marshal Ney and Ins conductors 
«topped in a village to take some instants of repose. After the repast a 
public functionary of the neighbourhood cam,e to inform the Officer of 
Gendarmerie, that at some distance thence be would find on the road 
persons posted who had formed a plan to carry off the Marshal, The 
latter was in the same room where this communication took place ; some 
words that he'l^eard gave him an easy insight into the subject'of the con- 
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Tersatioo; iieaclvawewl and said to the officer, ** 'Captain, 1 shall aierelj 
reiBiiid'yoii, tliat I have given you my word of honour to go with you to 
Paris ; if, contrary to my expactatiou and to probability, an attempt i* 
iiuick to carry me off, I shall demand arms of you to oppose the teute-« 
lives that may be made on mj person, and tofuldl to the end the sacred 
promise which I have made youd’^ 

The travellers continued their joarney, .and no attem.pt was made lo 
carry off the Marshal. 

Arrived wllliin four leagues of Paris, Marshal Ney found in an iim 
Im Lady, who had come to meet him in an hired chaise. They htd to- 
gether t conversation of two hours, at the end of this time the Marshal 
told the Captain that he was ready to go on— some tears flowed from 
liis eyes. Do not he surprised/*' 'said lie to the Officer. if i have 
not been able to restrain my tears. It is not for., myself I weep, liut for 
the late of my children ; when my children ■a.re concerned I am no lon- 
ger roaster of my sorrow/* 

The Marshal and his wife mounted the fiacre, the Officer of the Oen- 
darroerie placed himself in it, a serva.nt of his Lady mounted behind 
the coach. 

They arrived at Paris August IQ* After having passed the streets of the 
Cttpilal the coach arrived at the end of the street de' Sevres ; the Officer 
of Gendarmerie alighted to seek another vehicle at sixty or eighty pace# 
dista'iit. 

The Marshal bade adieu to his wife, ascended the second flacre, m'lid 
alighted in the military pri'soii of the Abbaye. 

-Some days after he was trauiferred' to the Conciergerie ; he remEinecl 
there till the moment when being brought before the Council of Peer* 
his fate was decided by tiie Decree of December . 6, IS 1 5. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS- 

'WR!TTE,N BY OFFICEBS DIJIIINO THE SEFEEAL CAMPAIGN* 
,IN PORTUGAL AND SPAIN, 

JlEEANGeo accordihO’ w *riin' camfaioks. 

The fuiiowmg CoUeeikn of Letters wiU be dulif valued hg mr m hmng8& 

mm}i migund c&temjmameus dommmis^ written at the time^ and m ike sp&t^efihe 
iemrai Campaigns. Thep are arranged in distinct packets according as tlmj belmg 
so diferent Campaigm. Thus thefnt Packet is mHiukd^ — Lettees OueINO th« 
Campaign of isos i and as the valm of this kind of document ikpemU upon Us 
muikmiifiiih at ike md of merp Packe-i is added -the name of the oftcer bp whom the 
Lf tiers were tvriiten, And Uthere the whole of the Letters are mi bp one bai 

me intermixed^ the intermixed kiters are signed milk the name (f the Writer^ 

LETTERS DURING TEE CAMPAIGN M SPAIN IN 1800. 


LETTER L fmnUmedA 

IT most ever be regretted, that the Britidi were not enabled to advance 
iwuiiediateiy after the action on the Htli ut Oporto j- when, the cnemyii dispirited* 
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by liis (iefeat, aud astonished at the boldEessof Sir Arthur Wellesley’s measuresg. 
might have bejui alarmed into an unconditiona! surrender. Bat it was fouiul 
impossible to move the army forward without supplies of every description 
the rapidity of the advance from Coimbra having outstripped the most active 
exertions of tiie Commissariat, and the country through which the troops were 
destined to pursue the French, not affording the means of subsistence. 
Owing to these circumstances, and the want of precision in the execution of 
some important orders issued by the commander of the forces, Marshal Soult, 
although surrounded with ditficiilties of no ordinary nature, had the good 
fortune to accomplish his escape j but his division may be considered as com- 
pletely hors de eo7nbat for the present, and he has lost the whole of his artillery 
and baggage, ■ 

In reviewing the events of this short, but most active campaign, it is impos- 
sible not to feel considerable mortification, that the vigorous and well concert- 
€d measures, which %vere adopted for the total annihilation of the enemy, did 
mot experience a more prosperous result. 

The behaviour of the Portuguese, who accompanied the British in the pur- 
iiiit of the enemy, w as the natural consequence of the vengeance and deadly 
hatred excited in their bosoms by the barbarous excesses which the French 
had committed 5 armed with any sort of weapons they could pickup, the pea- 
santry hung upon the rear and flanks of the retreating enemy, and put to 
death every straggler from the main body, vrho was not so fortunate as to be 
saved by the advanced guard. The French have eventually suffered for the 
cruelty of their conduct; every information respecting the movements of the 
British troops having been carefully withheld from their knowledge, by the. 
exasperated Portuguese* 


LETTER IL 

Meiurii to Oporto.'-^Vitp of Bratja^^Cruelty of the Fi'enck on their enimnet 
into Oporto, — Traits of national character* 

Oporto, ^7th Map, I8O9. 

The British commenced their descent from the mountains on the 20th of 
May, and in the afternoon of the 24th re-entered Oporto, The weather as 
they returned to the south became daily more mild and favorable; and in 
the prospect of getting into comfortable quarters, the troops seemed to forget 
their recent tiardships and privations. 

The Alpine scenery of the inhospitable region bordering upon Gallicia and 
the Tralos aMontes bore a strong resemblance, in many places, to the High- 
lands of Scotland, but on approaching the environs of Braga the face of tiie 
country assumed a very different appearance. At the distance of eight or 
nine miles from the city, on the high isolated rock of Falperra, is seated a small 
tower, and diapei, dedicated to our Lady of the Pillar, This was the posi- 
tion of tlie Frendi on the night of the i6th instant, and the hlarshal Duke of 
Dalmatia, was glad to accept the shelter of a miserable hovel, which stood 
by the road side. The towers of a con vent rising out of the wood on the brow 
of a fine commanding eminence, claimed attention from its beautiful situation* 
Braga is watered by two small streams, the Cavedo and the Dcste, 

The country in the vicinity is richly wooded, and the well cultivated field® 
already give promise of an abundant harvest This city is the see of an arcii- 
blsliop, who disputes the primacy with Toledo# The cathedral is a handwai't 
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structure of Ifie Corintliiaiis liai'ingbeeu rebuilt in that order of ardiitecture 
alwiit a century before* The original was gothic^ of .which only erne chancel 
reriiaiuN, (hi the firsf ciitranee of the French .into the nortli of Portugal the 
archlnsliop clire«^letl the sacred symbols of their religion to be budecl uotler 
grotiml. 

The expulsion of the French, from the htrKkonie city of Oporto, wasllie 
signal for tin" revival of commerce, and thelivdy bu&tle of tfie now thronged 
Alrec'fa, fomiwl an agreeable e 0 nts*ast with its appeai^nee about a fortnight 
ago. The cruelty of the French Is spoken of witlt the utmost diteatatbm On 
first arrivals the luiamicd inhabitants who happened to be in the streets, 
’ were bayonetfed withoiit distinction of age or sex. Lobon is univ ewally exe- 
crated by the Portuguese, as the author of tins inhuman massacre. 

The foreign merchants residing In this eity are particularly hospitable and 
titentivc to striingen, who would otherwise be much at a loss ; ns the higher 
'ranks in Portugal are little inclined to associate' even with each other. This 
may, in some degree, be accounted for by the extreme indolence which 
fomw a prominent feature in the character of this nation, and is rcpitgnaiit to 
the laws of polished society. 

The Porhigucbc are more superstitious than the inhabitants of any other 
Catliiolic country, and are remarkably fond of all religious processions and 
ceremonies. Few houses are witiiout a private chape!,, in wlilch mass is cele- 
brated at least once a day ; hence the incredible number of the clergy. , Every 
family has a confessor, who not only takes care of their spiritual concerns, but 
the domestic arrangements also are often nnder liis controul. 

No people in the world are more docile and submissive to the order of tiieir 
magistrates and superiors; and this ready obedience was found of the greatest 
consequence, as fecilitating in many instances the operations of the campaign. 

They are remarkat>Iy sober, and seldom Indulge.'- in any excess. The men, 
wrapped up in long cloaks at all seasons, amuse- ■themselfes for hours in look* 
ing out of the windows, while the womem are acti-vely employed in attending 
to their household concerns. 

In their demeaiiour towards stmngers and each other they are extremely 
•courteous, audit is wo uncommon thing to-see peasants -conversing with their 
beads uncovered, in token of natural respect. : ' 

The Portugaese have always been considered the m^t jealous nation in toe 
world, and not without reason ; for they keep their Wives in the greatest re» 
atraiiit, which treatment is sure to pitwluce aversion and- disgust Tn general, 
the women of this country have a decent, - and most respectable carriage, and 
there is nothing in their exterior appearance to proclaim in the least impro- 
priety of conduct ; yet it is well known, they make amends for the tyranny of 
their husbands, by occasionally listeidng .without -scruple, to the vows rf 
a lover. ''' ' ' ' 


LE1TEE in 

Jlfarel qf lie Bniuh to ike i%uth tifPortuffaL-^M0m$ter^(>fGnjon^ Pimkkmi» 
dlhi/miaVeilm, and Ade^a.-^Malt of Ooimhm^ 

Coimhra, 4l/i ISOp. 

Ow the fSth of May, soon after day-break, the guards marched fVom Oporto, 
and before noon, the 3cl regiment halted at toe monastery of Grijon, in a 
beautiful and indy wooded situation, about fourmile* from the sea, to which 
there m a gentle descent. The monks w’cre regular canons of the rich order 
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St Augustine. A|: fteb desire, the. provisions were given to the cooks of % 
y:onveiit, and about four o’clock, tlie officers sat down to dinner in the Eefec- 
lory. The repast was but inditferenb nothing being added by the good fathers, 
who, in excuse, pleaded poverty, and alledgcd that the French had stript theia 
of every thing —Next day, the brigade halted at Pinhicros, 4 leagues™-50th, at 
Albegaria Velha, 3 leagues— 3 ist, reached Adega, a small town on the banks 
of a beautiful stream. The Coldstream was quartered in the adjacent village 
of Sardao —On the following day, halted. June the 2d, the guards marched 
to Malheada, U leagues and a half distant from Coimbra, where they arrived 
about ten o’clock yesterday . ■ The men. occupy convents, the officers, art quar- 
tered upon the inhabitants,, who received them with kindness and hospitality 
The amiable sisterhood of St, Clare partook in the general satisfaction, at 
the Intelligence of Sir i^rlhur Wellesley’s successful operations against the ene- 
my in the north of Portugal, as they had felt considerable alarm on the hrst 
arrival of the French, for the safety of their peaceful and splendid esta® 
blishment, ■ ...r 

In a day or two, the British continue their march to the South, Abrantes 
having been dxed upon as the head quarters of the army. 


■ ■ ' LETTER IW 

Through Coudiem and Fomhd to Leyria, Onreni, — City of Thomar.^'Reflec^ 
tions 071 the Campaiyn, 

Pmthete 07i the Tayus, 18t/i Jwwtf, 1809* 

On the morning of the 6th instant, the guards and General Cameron’s bri* 
gade marched from Coimbra, and passing through Concliexa and Fombal as 
on the former route, the guards reached Leyria on the 3d day. Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Cameron marched by a road to the left of these towns. 

On the 9th to Ourem, 4 leagues of a very indifferent cross road. The co- 
lumn was detained considerably by the brigade of artillery : ten horses with 
difficulty dragged each of the guns up the steep bank of the Leyes. The little 
town of Ourem is beautifully situated on the side of a hill, whose summit was 
crowned by the ruins of an ancient Moorish castle. 

June tlie 10th, to Thomar, 3 leagues j the road as yesterday. This city was 
for some time the head quarters of the 'Portuguese army, under Marshal Be- 
resford. The brigade was quartered in a fine old convent, which is supplied 
with water by a superb aqueduct, constructed for the purpose by Philip the 
Sd. The church, which is approached by a noble i flight of steps, is a pure 
and costly remain of the Arabesque ■ ft copl^iits soma beautiful paiiitingSj; 
particularly a Magdalen in one of tb^ .pannefe : the WQod( work of the choir, is 
carved in. a rich inimitable style. 

On the nth, the guards arrived in the small towm of Punhete, beautifully 
situated at the confluence of the Zezere with the Tagus. — A bridge of boats 
lay across the former river. ■ ■ 

The whole' of the army has been assembled in tbir neigbbourhoodj Major- 
General Mackenzie’s division forms the advance, and Colonel Donkin’s brigade 
ha»' proceeded to Castel-Branco. Reinforcements are daily expected from 
Ei^lwd, and It is the general pinion, that tlie commander of the forces in*- 
lends to wivance into Spain-j Vietqr having retired from the frontier towards 
MadiidM Meantime, the m<^t active preparations arc uiakiog to re-equip the 
for,the field* 
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A Ifew reiledfei'tt naitiwlly otmt on the pj^Sent situation of affaire. Six 
Wichs iiavc ^scarcely clapped since Sir Arthut Wellesley a^smnetl the cow- 
iiisiihI of tliff arttiy. At this perimlp Marshal Souit, witlfc a force of «4,000 
iiifii, wan ill lof Oporto and t lie whole of the north of Porluga4 

W'liiic Victor, with a superior anny, Innif upon the eastern frontier, and 
iiiigiit hv esipccted to interpose betwixt the rear of the British and Lisbon^ 
the mimiuit of their advance beyond the Mondego. , Notwlthslaciding lliia 
iiiiposiiig attitude of VirtoPs mmy» the commander of the forces promptlj 
decided 011 attacking iht force under Miirshal Soult Leaving a corfM of ob- 
stirvalion to %atch the motions of the former, he directed his ptlilcipal atten- 
tion fo the north; whidi. In the course of a few dtys, was eompletcfy IroM, 
from the presence and domfnlott of file enemy. After allowing Ms troopia 
»li#rt wposc, Sir Arthur WtilasiOy htsteined to place his army on the line of 
the Tagus; and this operation was effected with t rapidity wlikh lias siddimi 
been etpifilled, tveii in tlw? auiiakof moierii warfare. Marshal Victor, on re- 
ef ivhig iiitellig'wme of SoiilVs iliscomfi tore and subsequent retreat into (ja!lida» 
commenced lui march for ihe neighbourhood of Madrid, so that, out of the 
50,000 French who lately thre.utened and infesfed Portugal, not a man is left 
It is imt too much i!k‘ fashion, to estimate the im|iortance of any enterprize by 
the loss which is incurred in achieving it; but, this is frequently an unjust 
critiirioii, eerlaiiily not a fair one, in regard to the .services of this aimy, which 
have been of Hie most useful and brilliant description, as the result has in- 
dubitably proved. 

The re\'eral brigades of infantry are now formed into 4 divisions, under the 
coiunr.imi of the senior general officers with each; " 

Ui division, Lieiitenaut-deoeral Sherforooko, ■ k compOted of— The brigade 
of guarib,— Brigadier-General CamcroMs brigade,— Eiug’4 German Legiom 
ml division— Major-GeBcrtl Hill,— Brigadier-General E. .Slewart ■ 

3c! dtvisioii— Major-Cfeneral Mackeime,— Colonel j&onkln. , 

4th division— Brigadier-CIcnenil A. Campbell, — Colonel Peaeoche. 

Colonel Peacoelic being appohiled commander of Lisbon, was succeeded m 
the coiMiuaiitl of his brigade by Colonel Kemmii. ■ 

{To he continued) 


#r(ginal 0.wcxaii^t 

OF THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

{mom THE raEicai.) 

our lust./ 

OUS boklierh ami y dicers now reconnted in tmmph the acts ancl 
micfChhcis of the day, imd as iisaal we rather exaggerated in our relations 
to each other.. According to some of my comrades, the whole Frussian 
army was tle^^lroyed, and more than 25,000 killed and woiuidec! of tlfom 
were left on the fidil of battle# Others re|iorted, that Mar blia! Bluclier 
liatl becB killed 111 the lleld, and that Marshal Grouchy had just irana- 
imittetl a dispatch that* he had iniide more prisoners than he knew how 
tO' tlkpose of* ' ' ■ . ■ 

The truth is* that the result of the day was greatly glorious to the 
courage of the Frericin Marshal Blitcher, having his horse killed whilst 
in the act of galloping to a charge, fell to the earth, when liis horse 
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rolled "o?er liiro^^'aad iwppily concealed liim. In ibis state, and the night 
lieing dark, he was passed bj.tbe French' cuirassiers, .and. owed Ms life 
only to tliese circumstances,.- • Upon the part of theErench, no one, I, 
presume, will deny that we -completely defeated the Prussians, drove 
them out of the held, and took -possession of their positions. As to the 
rest, the field of battle was covered withPnissian carcases, and the 
ber of their killed was evidently enormous. But with the exception of 
the wounded, there were but few prisoners. 

Upon the left, wliere-thecombat was- less ferocious faclmrnij though 
still active and incessant, the ..battle was equal ; the English appear to 
have suffered a very heavy loss, and the two'' parties remained upon the 
positions which tliey occupied in the commencement of the action. I 
was told of the death of the Duke of Brunswick, and the report of my 
comrade added, that of - General Lord Hill*; The- Duke of Brunswick 
was killed by the fire of the division commanded by Jerome Buonaparte ; 
he died bravely at tbebead of bis men, another victim, from this illus-» 
trioiis family, to the wars of Europe. Some of our officers had the lit- 
tleness of mind to indulge in pleasantries on this incident, but the feel- 
ings of every military man will devote them to just contempt* 

fa a word, the battles of Ligny and Quatre Bras were honourable to 
the French soldiers and generals, and paved the way to that greater bat- 
tle which was at hand : a battle in which we ought to have conquered, 
and should have conquered, had not the hand of providence been against 
us; that will, which enervates the hand of the mighty, and confounds 
the counsel of the wise. Hitherto every thing was in our favour; the 
Prussians were beaten, and in another engagement would have been 
riiioed* And the English' had -only escaped by an error of the Empe- 
ror, and the consequent enfeeblement' -of:' -Marshal .Ney in the "moment 
of victory. ' ■ ' ■ 

..One result of this .-battle' ' was 'to. separate the Prussian and ' Eoglisli. 
army entirely from each dther, ^and in a-’ great degree to intercept the 
communication between 'them. ■ This -advantage was tlie more valuable 
and important .to us,.'..as.it'now .requiretl only a small and, weak corps,, to 
observe and pursue the 'Prus-sians; and thus enabled the Emperor to 
direct his entire strength against the English. 

It was with the 'intention of realizing this project, that on the 17 tb, as 
soon as the day .broke, Buonaparte, leaving the third and foiiith corps, 
ant! the cavalry of General Pajol, under Marshal Grouchy, to observe 
and pursue the Prussian's, directed his own march towards Quatre Bras, 
taking with him the reserve and the 0th corps. 

The English appeared to occupy the same position as the preceding 
evening. Buonaparte, upon reaching them, employed himself in re»» 
coonoltring ; and the French army remained,, in observation and in col- 
lecting itself till about eleven in the forenoon,— waiting the arrival of 
the troops of the right, who were placed in position as fast as tliey came 
up. It rained incessantly ; and the roads, which the preceding rains 
had already injured, were now still more iuipracticabie for the artillery^ 
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Ail tile clis|>ositioiisi were now ^ ready- -for attack; and tlie Freni cii 
lEiviii«4' now assembled and anrted, were in in-arch ui Tme 
tiic heights of h'rasnes, when the Emperor perceived that the i>nke of 
tiy a set of masterly manoeuvres, had succeedetl in mask- 
ing a reircrtt, la -which lie had already made a great progress* Tlie 
Duke luid been compelled to this movement by the micKpected result 
of liie battle of Ligny» and having determined upon it, he executrd it 
with tliat exaclaes's, t'btt compact -and well-connected set of imoveiiieiits, 
wliteh is cliamcleristic of this celebrated English General ; and in wliieh 
Imj is excelled by no general living, though he may be equalled by tluit 
Blarsliah and by that Marshal alone, w-hom Europ-e as well as France 
proclaims the * bravest amongst the brave-;- that -Marshal, whose errors 
tre the subject of rtjgrct to all honourable and ■feeling' Frenchmen, 'riic 
I hike had tun ployed not only a part of tlie night in effecting this retreat, 
but even that part of the rooming during which we were collecting in 
front of him. Wa now beheld his troops upon the hills, ■upon the en-* 
trance -of the wood, and as if in position upon -the roads; but tliese 
troiqis were nothing but a strong rear-guard, destined to support suid 
cover the movements of the maiti body in front, and winch nioveineot 
the rear followed as' soon as it was -eoro'pletely effected. Buonaparte, 
lierceiviiig this play, as it may be truly called, now applied' himself 
with iimch alacrity to tl'ie pursuit; he put himself at the head of hb 
cavalry, and ordered the army to follow him in quick march towards 
Brussels* ■ 

DiiriDg this rapid march, the iirdour of the -troops was Incredible ; 
and tlie soldiers, not understanding the 'movement -'of the English so 
well m the Emperor, saw nothing in it but a precipitate retreat. We 
now promised ourselves timt the labo'ur of the war 'was- over ; that the 
English, the main and best hope of the Allies, were on flight to their 
ships, ami that we were in triumphal march- upon Brussels. Witfi re- 
spe-ct to the Prussians, we never had but one- feeling, that of angry coi'i- 
tempt ; and truly indeed, if the English had beeii disposed of, we should 
cerliiiniy have whipped these bearded boys and -'their savage pedagogue# 
to Berlin. ' 

ill these gallant spirits, and high coloured 'expectations,- we marched 
with vigour and alacrity towards Brussels ; etch jesting with each other, 
am! anticipating the amusements of Brussels.- 'The artillery, the equi- 
pages, and the infantry of the army, died' along the road, with a degree 
of |ireci|ji fancy and encumbrance ; whilst the cavalry proceeded along 
the flanks through meiulows ttiid. cornfields, which', tra-mpling imdertheir 
feet, they reduced to dong. The horses sunk to their bellies in the 
black awl soft soil of the iields through which they passed, a circoiii- 
stttiice which delayed our progress, and. -but for the high state of our 
spirits would have rendered our march painful. But Hope hcrsdlf pre- 
ceded us with her most promising flag; -we marched under' her purple 
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baimer, and promised ourselves only certain victory,, and ;a lasting glory« 
The Emperor Napoleon, as if summoned onwards by the bright stai* of 
his destiny, was at our bead his very horse seemed sensible of his rider 
and the army, having so often known his undoubted talents,. and ;stili 
more frequently his most extraordinary fortunes, saw nothing .iii-. him 
but the conqueror of Europe, and the restorer of the French name« 
These feelings were redoubled as we perceived the retreat of the ene- 
my from the hills; and in a still more lively and . animated Hianner-, 
when we liappened to fall in'.with some caissons, voitiires, &c. which, the 
enemy had abandoned on his retreat* 

We now passed over the .field of battle of Quatre Bras, and my feel^s 
ings were much excited by the number of dead and wounded, French 
and English, whom there had been no time to remove. It was impossible 
not to recognise how murderous the conflict had been, but there were 
manifest proofs that the English had sufiered niore than tiie French® 
The ground in front of the wood where they were in position, — the p/a- 
teanx w'hich separated the wood from the road to Brussels, and particu^. 
larly the liollow way, were actually heaped with carcases, the greater 
part of which were Scotch, a nation whose gallantry every one must ac- 
knowledge, ivhiist at the same time they must lament their known cruelty® 
Their singular costume, a striped plaid, and leggins instead of stock- 
ings, arrested our attention; our soldiers seeing that they had no bree- 
ches, gave them the ludicrous appeilatiou, — the British cuIoUes, It 
is the character of this people (the Scotch) to be the best soldiers and 
servants in the world ; for having no feelings winch interfere with obe- 
dience to discipline or command, they go strait forwards according to 
the will of their commandfr* ‘ 

The Emperor, .with hm mmit garfhi coniinued the pursuit of . the 
English till night, and did not stop his progress till he reached the en- 
trance of the forest -of Soigiies, where the enemy ' began to assume a 
posture, and to make a stand, which required a more regular attack 
than there w'as now day-light to execute. After having cannonaded 
them as long as the light permitted, the Emperor put his troops in posi- 
tion, and established his head-quarters at the farm of Caillou, near 
Flaoeheuois. The principal masses of the army encamped at Genappe, 
a,nd in the environs of that ama|l town. 

The night was truly horrible* A continued rain, which fell in tor- 
rents, caused the troops to suffer most cruelly. Being bivouacked in 
ibe iiisckt of meadows and cornfields, wliich they had trampled under 
their feet so m to reader the soil the consistence of a deep and black 
mud, our sufferings may be imagined, — no shelter; no dry ground to 
repose upon, and a sky opening itself to deluge us in torrents. I never 
reraernber a night of more cruel •jsuffer'uig, and which indeed well pre- 
pared the way for a bloody to-morrow# 

We had all only one. opinion with, respect to the purposes of the Eng- 
, .lish*. ,We..p.ersiia.ded. ourselves, that they would' employ the night (the 
Bight of the 17th) ill continuing their retreat. None^of us doubted bu^ 
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that we should l»e at Brus^iels m tlie next 4ay» In a word, we considered 
the caiufiai^n m silrearly eoncindedj and that we were now only in tiiace 
of a fugitive eiieniy. Alarslial Oronehy, m we believed^ wat atNaiiiiirji 
aiic! wolliii arrive at Liege an the next day, and about the «uine time 
ill wiiieli Bwoiv.iparte woiilcl enter Brnsiela. 

Tiies<‘ ho|>i‘s were cwitirmed by %Qim deserters who were bronght in 
% tiff! sentinels* They wporled to Ui (being in fact nothing but tipiee 
for the eneiay), tbs Belgitoi were all about to declare for us, awcl 
that they waited only for the confusion of battle to pass over to ui in 
laass. The Duke of ITellingtoii truly was acquainted with their pur- 
pose^ anti with the view of preventing it,' had disposed of them in thft 
rear* But that nothing could eventually mtrain them from thedeckra- 
tion of their feelings, and from aetiuf in conformity with them, and that: 
thv .Duke had the greatest ditliculty to prevent them from falling upon 
the Pru! 3 *si‘di’is* 

Third 3mj9 Jime J 8 #/i.*-*This day,— so fatal for France, if we uipst 
coissifler our happine ^»8 to he in our military success, '-«^this day, fraught 
with m many vicissiuicles, and in which no one wmiild have promised vic- 
tory to the side to whicli it was bnally given, at length dawned, and 
the army was at the same iline put m battle array, the Emperor in per- 
fcoii coiiimundiiig ail the dispositions# Never did be appear a greater 
Cominunder# Let jiiiitice be done to him even, by those who promise 
tliciiiselves liappier days under another dynasty. It does not become a 
soldier to speak the language of a courtier.' , 

Oiir tint surprise, as the day broke, was to see that the Eoglisis hail 
not only not iecl,- — had not only resumed their position, but seemed 
moreover , resolved to defend it# Buonaparte, who had no apprehension 
during the night, but that they would escape the punishment which he 
clesigiied IVir iheiii, was animated with a most sensible joy, at seeing 
tlieiii lit their posts ; he was too fond of the game of war, and thought 
ti’iat be played it too well to have any pleasure in a game only abandoned 
to him# He could not retain the expression of his feeling to those wlio 
were aroiiiic! Iiiiiu— Bravo I” said he, the English JA / Je ks 
tkns doMc®— cf j Angkk ... 1 have them then, — these English. 

Witlioiit further circa iiisiaoce, he now hastened up, with all that 
iffipriiilt’iit impatience which characterises him, the inarch of all the co- 
in 11111^ ill the rear; aiu! without any other information than what his eye 
alfordcd him, w’itlioiit knowing either the position or the forces of his 
enemy, without iiscertaining that the Prussian army-was held in check 
by Murslial CiriHuby, he resolved to attack them on the spot. 

The Freucli army, which consisted of four corps of infantry {iiiclud- 
iii«‘ tile guard,) and of three corps of cavalry, formed an eftective force 
f I do not think I luiclerrate it) of 120,000# About ten in the morning 
of this tlay (tlie IStli of June) the whole of this force was assembled in 
ailvaace of Fhipcheiiois# The position was upon two eminences, or short 
of Iieighte, parallel to two opposite ranges occupied by the Eng- 
lissh army, the English having taken their position upon mma piaiemx 
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situated in advance of the "forest' of Soigiies,: tO' which forest it w(» 
appuyed* 

Towards the centre of the" line, .which was opoivBf.ont St. Jean, in, 
the rear of the moiint, '' and aromui the farm "of the same name we' per- 
ceived some strong and deep' masses of infantry; they crowned a vast 
plateau or platform of ground, in 'the front of which we saw a line of re- 
clonbts, the earth of which having been recently dog and heaped^ seemed 
of a different colour from the soil. Tliis 'extended itself on 

both sides along the edge of the forest, but; the" line, to appearance' at 
least, diminished in depth as it extended, nod was covered with bat-' 
teries. The right of the English' army was appiiyed upon the village 
of , Gierke Brain, having in front of it the farm of Tlougemont, sur- 
I'otinded with intersected ravines or deep descents ; their left was ex- 
tended towards- Wavre, and was likewise covered in front by a ravine 
and tiie farm of La Haye Sainte. We could not follow this line with, 
onr eyes through its whole extension ; but it appeared to us to terminate 
behind the village of Smonhen, where was the position of the Brunswick 
troops. Generally speaking, with the exception of the great phteatix 
in and about Blont St. Jean, which formed the centre of the English 
line, we saw but a few troops ; but natiiralfy supposed what the event 
afterwards justified, that they were stationed, and thereby hidden, in 
the gorges which separated the plats from the forest, and in the forest 
'itself. 

The head-quarters of the Duke of Wellington were at Waterloo in 
the rear of all his lines; and the lines were so established as to cross, 
and to cover the roads of Brussels and Nivelles. 

Scarcely were the French, troops assembled and drawn up in battle 
array, when the Emperor took his stand upon an elevated scaftblding 
situated a short distance from where he had slept, upon the right of the 
road, and near the farm of La Belle Alliance. From this station he 
had the command of the field; and after a momentary reconnoissanee, 
seeing his own- troops in due 'order, he sent the command to begin the 
lire. He occasionally descending from his scaffold, 'Walked backwards 
and forwards, his arms crossed upon his breast, at a short distance from 
his staff, who stood in a gronpe behind him. The weather was stormy; 
«id some showers fell at intervals. This weather continued the 
whole 'day. ' '. 

Our corps was placed on the left, and marched against the farm of 
llougemont. The first corps appuyed its left on the high road, and 
inarched against the English centre. The 6ih corps formed our right 
The cavalry was distributed throughout our line, but the strongest co- 
lumns of it were in our wings, and particularly in the right wing with 
the 0th corps* The Imperial guard was in reserve upon the heights in 
the rear. 

The battle began a short time before mid-day. The French cannon 
now opened in tremendous roar; and several bodies of tirailleurs advance 
ed to take suitable positions* 
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The operatioos of the day were a-ow. commeaceclLy our left niakin^ 
an ailiick iipmi li'ie farm of .Hoiigemoiit;. The enemy had felrengthened 
tlieir |Kxsiiii>ii with great art ; they had mude ioop-holes in the walk of 
tiii; buildiiig's^ jumI thence fired opmi us with great advantage. The 
lialllc iipoii poiiit became gradually- luost desperate^ each side rcio- 
forriiig fiarty*. Some of our bat tabs oos- and squad ronsj making a ck-* 
tour roiiiKi the angles of the position, kneed themselves upon the inashcs 
in its rear. The enemy, seeing this attack, . reinfoyced their columns, 
whilst our gencrak did the same. The cmihict was accordingly 'bloody,^ 
desperate, anti unyielding. 

In a short time aflevwardB, whilst the conflict,©!! our left and the Eng- 
liish right iviw thus proceeding, our right likewise marched iipon their 
left ; tliey were received by the English with the same steadiness, aud a 
cxiiidKitof si iifilar tiespemtioii accordingly ensiled. ■ 

The two wings being thus engaged upon 'both sides, our centre, ad- 
vancing gradually to correspond witli tliis movement of our wings, iruirch- 
ecl towards the English centre, so that tlie whole 'line on both sides was 
, now engaged. 

it was now nearly two o’clock in the afternoon, and we had been en- 
gaged about lui hour, when the English army, evidently yielding before 
the impetuous gallantry of the Frenclj, was .sensibly retreating. - Tlie 
combat I'lad indeed been murderous, mid the camiouade aud miisqoctry 
'were but too w’-eil served on both sides. Our front lioes advanced as the 
-enemy retreated, and our rear closed up towards it. . The artillery wa* 
brought ill advance along the .whole line. 

Our troops were tims gradually all engaged, and were lighting in the 
wiidst of the greatest obstacles and difficulties ; tlie soil under our fee! 
having no tenacity, and the surface of it being hilly, abrupt, and in- 
tersected with dikes, ravines, and liollows, in the gorges ami clmuiiela 
of whicii we were momentarily opposed by troops whose existence ive did 
not suspect, and who were hidden in them till the immieiit in which 
they rose op to meet us# We had to make our way inch, by inch. The 
enemy never yielded a spot till they^lmd exhausted every raeaiw of de- 
fence. The most iiicomsiclerable hillock, or hollow, was taken and re»- 
taktni repeatedly. The tire, Instead of relaxing, only jocreased to uni- 
versality ; both sides fought with the most inconceivable gallantry, and 
the defence was as obstinate as the attack was impetuous. 

It was now reported amongst us, that some strong columns were about 
to make u charg-eof bayonets upon the position of Mont St. Jean, whilst 
the cavalry was to make a charge upon some detached points which 
seemed to be litclc siippcrtcd. We expected the result of this great 
iiiovei'iieiit, but it was foiled by the obstinate gallantry with which tlie 
Ihiglisli cieknded tlie farms of Hougetnoat and La Haye upon their 
wingfs. They evtfry incnncnt reinforced their battalions which were posted 
in tlM?8e positions; our cavalry, intTeasingin the same proportion, made 
successive charges, but the English, like a flux and reflux wave, tliinigh 
•lie time receding, yet advanced again, and maintained their ground. 
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Helper did I bebold a fiaer spirit of gallantry,-^S' more^r aiid soL 

d'ier-tike steadiness. If fora laoaient these brave troops {for let them 
have what is doe to them)'' were poshed from this position, it seemed only 
by the effect of our superior weight from our superior niiaibers brought 
against them ; and the moment which restored the €€|iiaiity by the corn-, 
iog op of a reinforcement, restored at 'the same time the ground they 
bad lost 

'The English artillery now made the most frightful havoc io'' oor ranks' ; 
we stood in fact point'-'blank aim' for them, and the balls perfortlted' frora 
front to rear through oiircolir'mnsandVanks, Our own artillery answered 
with the same vivacity, but .the' enemy were better covered from our fire 
by means of some' eminences which 'sheltered them. The iinbrokeri 
thunder of fiOO pieces of cannon, all roaring at the same moment, the 
fire along both lines of at least one hundred thousand uiusquets, 
charged twice or thrice in a minute ; tlie bursting of shells, the blowing 
tip of ammunition waggons, -^the hissing of balls, and the groans of the 
dying, added to the heaps of wounded and killed (the mud being abso- 
lutely coagulated with blood), altogether composed a most horrible spec- 
tacle; and the more so as the stage upon which so many horrors were 
acted, was so narrow as to be wholly beneath the eye. 

Meantime the French army, dn spite of every obstacle, and braving 
every danger with unshaken cool nessi and intrepidity, advanced with ra- 
pidity. Having carried tfia points of support of the two wings of the 
English, it passed the ravine, and reapproaching positions that vomited 
forth a deluge of balls and of grape shot, the charges which had been 
commanded were executed without delay. A most formidable first co- 
lumn of attack advanced upon Mont St. Jean ; where the most dreadful 
firing began. The French cavalry' at the same time threw itself on the 
eminence to seke on the guns, but was in its turn assailed by the enemy’s 
cavalry, which sprung out hi a mass from the vi'indings by which it was 
conceited. ' ^ Successive charges were performed, the result of which was 
nothing but a frightful Carnage. The affair was equally sustained, 
neither side falling back ; new columns advanced, the charges' were re- 
newed ; thrice was the position on the point of being forced, and thrice 
were the French repulsed, after performing prodigies of valour, 

' These'; three' assaults, performed without interruption, and with all 
the distinguishing impetuosity of the French, occasioned the enemy im- 
mense loss, and rendered it necessary for him to use the Utmost efforts 
of resistance# Lord Wdlington very much exposed his person ; and in 
order to have all Ms means under his own direction, entered at different 
times into the hottest of the combat, to shew himself to hb soldiers, and 
to inspire them with confidence by his presence. 
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ORIGIXAL MEMORIALS 

OF.TilE PUBLIC AN!) PRIVATE LIFE OF FREDERIC OF PRUSSIA, 

FREDEllIC IN HIS IH)MESTI€ AK0 FEIfATE I.IFE. 
'fConiimied ffvm mr 

In aiiotlier piace I bad occasion toiHentioa Frederick little' grey lioiiiifi 
bitehess wbicb be called bin Marchionesses do Pompadour; at the fame 
time ot)ser?iiig tliat they cost less money. I shall add in this place but 
two eirciiiBstaiices to what I have already said the jfirst is, that it was 
affirmed of him that ha was disposed to conceive a dislike to such per- 
$oiw as excited iti those dogs a load and cootiniied barking. In what the 
weakness originated ! caoiiot tell ; but it ' seems he imagined the scent 
and iisstiiict of the animals enabled them to discover if the persons who 
approaclied had any sort of sympathy with his character, I myself ob- 
served tlie pain it occasioned him if any one happened to tread mi their 
feet, for the moment a stranger entered they all ran to the door and 
siirroiifided him ; a circiimstanee that was particularly^ erabarrassing in 
the evening on account of the darkness. The misfortune of treading on 
these dogs never liappened to me ; but I have been present when it has 
liappenecl to other persons, when the king never failed to cry out mo-' 
rosely,' Ah ! whj do you not take more rare In another respect also I 
mm remarkably fortunate, which was, that the dogs never barked at toy 
approacli ; their habit was to come up to me, and withdraw in silence to 
their pUices. 

My second anecdote is, that when he travelled, and even when he was 
engaged in war, he generally took with him one of the greyhoundB, 
which h« carried either in his arms or inside his waistcoat It has been 
affirmed that in one of liis wars, having set out for the purpose of recon- 
noitring the enemy^s army, and being so closely pursued by the Austrians 
as to risk being taken, he hid himstdf under one of the arches of a bridge 
which suddenly presented itself to his view as 'he was descending a hill, 
wMcl'i the enemy passed and repassed over 'his head without once sus- 
pecting his stratagem : all this time the -little greyhound, who was 
commonly churlish, had scarcely breathed any more than his horse ; and 
what rendered the circumstanceg particularly interesting to the king was, 
that his principal fear had been that his greyhound whould discover him 
by her barking. This, it is said, is the reason of the great affection 
Frederic ever after bore her ; and of his erecting a tomb, with an epitaph 
ill praise of her qualities, to tier memory in the gardens of Sans-Souci. 

He one tlay requested M. Gothenius,..hi8 physician, to prescribe for 
one of hi« dogs which was sk:k». The 'king’s; servants, who disliked the 
physician, delivered him an order to -come and see one of his Majesty’s 
dogs tluit was sick; Gotheuius, considering this an insult, did not go. 
The servants carried back for answer that he had appeared much out of 
liuiiiour, stilt! observed he was not a dog doctor this calumny caused 
dismissal of Gothenius. 

Tou IVt No. 'SZ' ' ’ 
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The farnitiire of the castle was- old-fashioned,, and rather simple than 
otherwise,; it was, . however, plain to be seen that in his more youthful 
season he had given the preference to the most delicate colours, especially 
pink* ■ ' As to his wardrobe, it contained only a few suits of uniforms, a 
coat or two of velvet, six shirts that were every year renewed, and the 
rest in proportion* It was a rule with all the princes of this house, to 
have but six shirts, at least when they were making a campaign* I have 
been witness to Prince Henryks setting out fertile command of an army 
of a hundred thousand men, provided with no more baggage than was 
carried by twelve mules, inclusive of bis tent, &c. &c. 

Ought I to mention in this place his patronage of the arts, and the 
taste he had acquired in them ? He had had diBerent French sculptors 
in his capital; among others, Adam, who executed the statue of Field 
Marsha! Schwerin, and afterward left Prussia to return to France, I 
avoid saying any thing in this part of my book of Tassaert, with whom 
d’Alembert made conditions for his journey to Prussia. Between the times 
of Adam and Tassaert there was no other sculptor procured ; but he, like 
the first, abandoned his post, and after his return to France, receiving 
DO answer to the different claims he made on the King of Prussia, wrote 
him a letter conceived in the rudest terms : I saw the copy of this per- 
formance in tlie possession of the French ambassador at Berlin, to whom 
it was addressed. The letter, written ah iratOi was in a style of some 
merit : the language was firm and resolute, and was by no means deficient 
in loftiness and philosophical reasoning : all that was the least affronting 
rose naturally out of his subject; and, to say the truth, he stated the in«« 
Justice be had sustained with perfect plainness. He represented, that to 
have had to do with pickpockets and highwaymen, would, in the com- 
parison, have been advantageous to him, for against them there were 
means of reparation and of vengeance. Frederic treated this letter with 
contempt, and it was never a subject of conversation; but had such a 
letter been addressed to any other sovereign, it would infallibly have 
occasioned the ruin of its author. The painter next employed by 
Frederic was Amadeus Vanloo, who painted the ceilings of the new 
Saus-Soiici ; after which he returned, principally on account of his 
children, to France. 

He had as a varnisher a nephew of the celebrated Martin, who left 
Prussia to perish on the Place of Louis tlie Fifteenth, at the marriage 
of Louis the Sixteenth*- He was succeeded by a M« Chevalier, who I 
left with the king. 

■He had a , French' architect of the name of Leger, with whom he had 
a falling out respecting the plans of the new Saris-Souci, and who after- 
ward returned to vegetate at Paris. Leger had drawn out some excellent 
plans for the new castle. The king adopted those among them that 
related to the Grand Commun; and this edifice is, in fact, regular and 
extremely beautiful : but they differed in opinion concerning those iu- 
tended - for the castle. His majesty would have no other entrance than 
the middle window of the principal front, which opened quite down to 
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the ground ; 1 .eger proposil a grand door that was to open into a spacious 
Testibule, ctuiiiig in ii Jiohle staircase, which should lead to the principal 
suit of rooiiis^ The king would have an ordinary staircase in a small 
room to the left, and an aniic|ue grotto in the place of the vestibule : 
Leg«*r deelareil lie wemid draw out no such plans. The dispute became 
warm; each was equally tenacious and , positive, — ** f am the master/* 
said llie king ; «« I eonimaud that these plans. shall be altered agreeably 
to my direciions,” — ** My honour is concerned,” replied Leger, and 
to no considerition shall it be a sacrifice: Leger will never hiiswelf pro* 
ckim to liig iiicccssors that he had a barbarous and vulgar taste; that he 
was wholly ignorant of his art; or.that he. was base enough to violate all 
its rules in cofnpliance with an ill-timed respect,” . It is pretended, that 
ill the extreme heat of the argument the architect put his hand to the 
hilt of his swotd ; but certainly, if this ■is. really true, it could be nothing 
more than a mere iavoluotary and mechanical motion, . However this 
may be, he hat! no furtlier interview with the king : Leger left the place, 
and the new Sdiss-Soiici was built comformably to the king’s coiumands. 
la the abofe-ineutioufcl grotto Frederic gave an anmud supper to the 
officers c»f the regimeiiit$ employed ia the manoeuvres which took place 
every year at Potztlam in the month of September, 

la a grove, situated at the back of the castle, there is a small building 
in the form of a rotunda, which is called the Temple of Apollo. Frede- 
ric placed in it all tl.re iiteiMils of antiquity he could collect, particularly 
such as are used in the interior of houses, by day or by night, for the 
kitchen or other apartments; also utensils for the cultivation oft he ground^ , 
and of roecbaiiieal arts. It was .the task of M* Stoss,, my colleague, to 
place these articles in their ..proper order, and to make a catalogue of 
them; a business that detained him nearly three .weeks, at Potzdam.* 
Frederic at first passed some hours .every day ia this temple when be 
inhabited the castle. 

Tiiii raoimrch had procured a large eollectjon of plans for building* ; 
lie had modeU of luclias were celebrated.. among, the .ancients, and those 
of the raine description lunoug the modern Itaiiang., French, Be c, and by 
these lie governed Ids choice. Upon these .models it was that lie erected 
all the buikiings that decorate Potzdam and Berlin; for it may be said 
these two citiei were newly built by Frederic. There is however, some-^ 
thing singular in all the building* he erected of the last note. 1 do not 
assert this of the arsenal, ..which is n beautiful edifice, but wra.s not built 
by Frederic ; nor of the opera4iouse, which is generally approved and 
admired by architects ; nor even of the ho.spital for invalids, whiefs is at 
once a vast, solid, and well-distributed pile of building, and, celebrated 
for its iiiscription by Maiipertuis, Lmo sed imicto militia an inscription 
admirably appropriate : but this I assert of the palace mf Prince Henry, 
wliich, though well distributed within, presents on the outside nothing 
but a heavy, low, and confined piece of architecture; at the same time, 
it cannot be denied that it exhibits proofs. oLbaving been constnicted 
on the Italian oiodeL Secondly, of the public library, which in its ex- 
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teriorform resembles a large chest of drawers ;■ and the interior distribolioii 
of which is absolutely subverted by the disposition of the principal walls^ 
witlr the inscription Nutrimmtum Spiritiis, cottipomd hy Frederic^ 
contrary to the advice of Quintus Icilius, who was a better Latinist tbaii 
the king ; tlie said inscription being of the most barbaroits and Gothic 
sort of Latiiu But, notwitbstandingsuch defects as these, it cannot be 
denied that Frederic has made of Potzdam' and Berlin two of the § nest 
cities in Europe, if we consider nothing but the first view they present 
to the spectator. ' It is impossible to imagine how many houses he built 
in the course of a'year, especially in the principal streets, and that en-* 
tirely at his own espence; and these houses were executed with an 
expedition so surprising that it was usual to call them Frederic'* $ Musk^ 
rooms. It , is true that for this purpose he razed without mercy the 
wretched habitations of the citizens; but he soon furnished them with 
liandsome substantial houses in their places. I may with truth affirnii,' 
that in this manner be finished whole streets in the course of a year* 

Nor did Frederic fail to encourage other arts as much as be was able ; 
but in these he bad favourite artists. In jewellery, for example, he 
never |.>assed a year without giving orders to the amount of thirty or 
forty thousand livres to Boston the jeweller, and also to Messrs. Jordan. 
He never abandoned his tradesmen unless for some important offence. 

We perceive, then, that he sought to make even his private predilec- 
lions subservient to the advantage of his subjects and his states; for he 
invariably bestowed that predilection on persons of acknowledged probity 
and talents* 

Frederic kept for his own particular service no more than five footmen 
and two pages ; he had neither valets-de-chambre nor beiclucs* It it 
true he had other pages trained at his expence; but lie seldom made use 
of them, except for parade on extraordinary occasions : be had also half 
a dozen running-footmen, whose only office was to walk before him in 
the streets of Berlin, when he went to the opera, when he returned from 
a review on the plain of Teraploff, or had some expedition to make in 
the city. In general, nothing could be more simple or more moderate 
than his interior accommodations. He required, it is true, the most 
exact regularity, and never forgave those who neglected that exactness ; 
but those who faithfully fulfilled the duties of their station were sore to 
find in him the mildest, best, and most aftectionate of masters: he never 
spoke to his domestics in their ordinary business, without calling them 
in the kindest tone Mem Mnd^ that is, Jf?/ cIitkL 

Every one is acquainted with the well-known history of Frederic’s' 
behaviour to one of bis pages. 1 will relate an anecdote ofa similar kincl^ 
which happened some time -afterward. In a regiment of hussars, in 
garrison in Silesia, there was a brave soldier who was extremely exact' in 
all the duties of his station, but being turned of seventy years of age, 'he, 
on account of his grey hair* and wrinkles, had become in his general’i 
eyes a blemish to the company in which he served. " The general had 
long endeavoured to pierauad'e' him to put himself upon the invalid esta- 
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Wisliment. ' It must be observed, that to be dismissed as ao iovalici in 
'Prussia is nearly the same thing' as to be condem«ed to starve, since ite 
pensioners are allowed only three half-pence per diem for their support; 
it should also be remembered, that in that' country soldiers are enlisted 
for their whole lives ; consequently none are dismissed the service but 
siicli as labour under incurable .disorders, or are extremely oid« This 
is' su'fficient of itsi-!f to justify the extreme horror felt by the Prussian 
soldiery at the idea of being dismissed, however wretched their situation 
The old hussar constantly refused to leave the company, and the more 
•trenuously as he was a married man, and his wife was but little youDger 
than himself, and by that means they would have lost the advantage of 
receiving toward their support a portion of the pay of their son, an honest 
stripling who, according to the regulations of the army, served in the 
tame corps and messed with his parents. The general, unable to im- 
pute the smallest fault to the father, and not daring to dismiss him on 
his‘ own authority, determined to deprive him of his son, hoping by this 
means, either through his grief or poverty, to get rid of him. To thi® 
effect he wrote to the king that he had in his regiment an excellent young 
soldier who was too tall fora hussar, and offered him to his majesty for 
his regiment of gufirds, which he said would be a more proper situation 
for him. The king accepted the offer, and the young man set out for 
Potzdara, leaving his parents in an affliction that was the more poignant* 
as they knew that though the regiments of guards was one of the finest m 
the kingdom,yet it was that of which every soldier bad the greatest dread, 
since, being always under the eye of the king, it is subject to a stricter 
discipline and greater exertions than any other regiment. When the 
ioldier arrived? the king wished to see him. Whether Frederic was in- 
formed of the inhuman conduct of the general, or that the soldier’s 
lucky star prevailed, I do not know, but the king did not go to the 
parade to see see him, but sent for him to his apartment, when, after 
having slightly examined him, he ordered him to put on a suit of the 
uniform of the guards. When the hussar re-entered in a dress so new, 
and so much handsomer than that he had before been used to, the king 
asked him how he liked it ? The young man replied, that he should 
always be pleased with any sort of uniform if he had but the happiness 

to please his sovereign by doing his duty well.- Very well,” said 

Frederic, keep those clothes, remain here, do your duty, and I will 
take care of the rest, Y our comrades will tell you what you have to do ; 
but, my good fellow, you must be exact to a minute in your department : 
to this effect, you must be furnished with a good watch. Go therefore 
to such a watch-maker, tell him you areiii my service, and he will give 
you a good silver watch, for which he will ask you forty crowns. You 
ivili want besides half a dozen of shirts, some stockings, cravats, and 
pocket handkerchiefs, which will come to about so miicJu I will give 
you money enough for the whole. Go and purchase the articles, and 
be always exact, faithful, and discreet.' in my service. As to means" for 
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yom subsistence and sundry expences^ I , will allow you ten crowns per 
inontli» which will be sufficient to procure all .you will want*” 

The first thought of the young soldier in the midst of his, joy was di«» 
rccted to his parents*— 1 have such abundance of money,” said he, 
^«and my father .and mother are in the .greatest necessity ! Is there ,„no 
means of sendiiig.them the forty crownsgiveo me for the watch,. and .of 
borrowing that sum of some of my fellow , soldiers on condition of repay- 
ing them at the rate of hve crowns per month ? What remains will bo 
.quite enough for necessaries.” . He .could not resist thi.s idea,, and accord- 
ingly he borrowed the ..forty crowns among several of hi.s, fellow^ soldiers: 
he procured the watch, and relieved his parents ; but he was yet ignorant 
that kings know every thing, and that the .first Iaw „iiupo.sed , .by ..Frederic 
on those whoserved him was to disclose to him .whatever facts, they became 
acc|uainted with. , .The, .next day, lie. sent, for his. new, dependant, and 
said to him, gave you money 'to buy a. watch, and you sent it to 
your parents. You .supposed you were doi.ng a iio.ble action .without be- 
ing conscious .that It was a breach, of your fidelity to me* It is right ..and 
meritorious to assist. ones relations when they are indige.nt, and. particular- 
ly when they are infi.rm or old:; to do. so is a most sacre.d duty. , .But at 
the s.arn.e,ti!iie we should ■approp.riate to such a purpose only, what , i s our 
own* In sending them the money I gave you, you disposed of what did 
notbelo.ng.to you. , This money: was not yours, since I gave it you only 
on condition., that, you should use..:.it as I directed. It was no more than a 
deposit in .your hands, and you have violated the law imposed on persons 
;who receive a trust , For this time, however, 'I pardon you, because..your 
fault has risen out .of a. sentiment both .respectable and pure; out of, a 
kind feeling, and without once- reflecting on the nature of the case, as I 
have now explained it to you. The borrowing the forty crowns was an ■ 
aggravation of your first, fault; for we should never borrow, but under 
circumstances of great neces.sity, what we are not sure we. shall be able 
to repay. For example, how. would this debt be paid to your comrades 
if you were to die, or if I were to dismiss you ? On this occasion . I will 
enable you to discharge your debt, but recollect I absolutely forbid your 
contracting any other.” 

When the general of hussars heard of the young man’s .good fortune, 
he had the meanness, the baseness, to go and congratulate his parents— — » 

It was I,” said he/‘ who procured him this situation by speaking in his 
favour to the king, and I am , truely happy at his success. I was quite 
sure he would do well at Poudam.” The general was under apprehen- 
sions that the young soldier might do him some injury by informing the 
king of the persecutions his father had undergone. This is a true picture 
of men of a haughty and despotic character 1 Base and groveling, dis- 
dainful and capricious, as circumstances rendernecessary. 

it was not long before Frederic feljt the most beneficial consequences of 
the kindness he had bestowed on this man. He was attacked by a violent 
lit of the gout, hb physiciau. was sent for, who found ...him. in. a. raging 
fever, with hk skin extremely dry* The physician’s first object was to 
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Ijriiig'oii a perspirationj and accordingly l^e oi-dered lihii a potion for that 
purpose; but Frederic was possessed of, shall I say, the weakness or ibe 
mania of so many great commanders, who, like Mithridates, imagine 
themselves excellent physicians; be insisted on knowing the ingredients 
of the v potion, and immediately after 'declared he would not take it; he 
next dismissed the physician, tellinghim he^was m ass* The physician 
informed tlie attendants in the anti-chamber, that the king’s 'malady was 
of the most serious' nature, that it’ was of the highest importance to bring 
on a perspiration, but that he would take no medicine that would be 
likely to produce th'St effect ; that' he had even said the most affronting 
things to him ; that as a physician, anxious to do his duty, and preserve 
if possible, the life of so great a king, he would leave the necessary 
prescription, and it would afterward be their part to prevail on the king 
to take it. He assured them that this was of the last importance, as 
nothing less than the life of the sovereign was at stake. He added, that 
should be swallow the potion, the greatest care should be taken to keep 
every part of his body well covered, and that some addition should be 
made to his bed-clothes till he should have perspired plentifully. The 
attendants, after much deliberation, decided that the young hussar was 
the fittest person to be employed on this occasion, and he was according-* 
ly appointed to watch by the king the same night ; a charge he accepted 
not without apprehension, but without repugnance and even with 
considerable zeal. The potion was brought about ten o’clock ; the hussar 
entered the king’s apartment with it in his hand, ‘‘ What have you 
there?” said the king, “I have a potion, Sire, which the physician 
declares to be absolutely necessary for your recovery.”— I will not 
take it : throw it into the fire.”— But, Sire, it is so necessary ,” — I 
will not take it.”— Sire, the physician ordered us to present it to you.” 

The physician is an ass : I tell you I will not take it,”— Alas ! Sire, 
he assured us that the necessary perspiration could not be produced 
without it,” — He knows not what he says : throw it into the fire, and 
let me be quiet.”— It is our duty. Sire, to conjure your majesty to 
take it.”— My good fellow, your importunity is useless; withdraw and 
let me be quiet,”— ** Ah ! Sire, what shall we do ? It is of the greatest 
importance that you should take this potion ; was it not ordered by a 
physician who feels a personal attachment toward your majesty You 

tire roy patience ; pray leave me.”— Sire, he assured us your preserva- 
tion depended on your compliance.”—** He is an ass: 1 command you 
to withdraw and let me be tranquil.”— “ Is it not our duty to supplicate 
your majesty to take a potion which can effect your recovery ?” The 
king was at length quite angry ; he swore, threatened, commanded, and 
sent every one to the devil. Tlie young man, still with the potion in 
his hand, begged, conjured, entreated, threw himself on his knees, wept; 
in short he was not to be prevailed upon to desist.— The contest lasted 
till midnight. ; when the king," absolutely exhausted, determined to take 
the potion that he might get rid of his importunities and obtain some 
sleep. A slmrt time after, a new struggle arose ;themedi€iDe, asit began 
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to ■ operate, tlirew^ the king into so violent a, heat as;to render him abso- 
lutely restlm',,^and refractory, ' The king wanted to uncover himself ;■ 
the hussar %vonlcl not allow of it: the king threw off a, counterpane;, the 
hussar put it on again ; if the king put but an arm outside the bed-clothesj, 
the. hussar instantly .covered it as well as he could ; constantly entreating^ 
•olictiwg pardon, and bending over the patient, who threatened, .swore, 
and disputed in vain. This new struggle lasted till near three in the 
morning, when the perspiration made its appearance. Feeling his un- 
easiness diminish, the king by degrees became calmer, and no less sensible 
that both the physician and the hussar were in the right, fie said to the 
latter, Bly good fellow, I do not want you any longer; the, perspiration 
is come, and l am no longer oppressed by the violent burniog I com- 
plained of: i promise you not to uncover myself any more; you may 
take my wort! ; go therefore and take some repose, which you must stand 
much in need of.” The hussar made as if he obeyed, but retired to a 
corner of the room, where, without being preceived, he continued to 
watch the king till he fell fast asleep. By daylight his majesty found him- 
self much better; when he dressed himself, and sending for the hussar, 
he said to him : You are an excellent lad ; you do your duty faithfully ; 
you have served me on this occasion with the greatest zeal, and i am 
much satisfied with you. Here are fifty ducats ; you may send them 
to your parents, if you like it.” 


TOPOGRAPHY OF THE FIELD OF WATERLOO, 
f Continued from otir last.J 

A VERY gay regiment of gentlemen light horse volunteers were in th® 
battle of Waterloo ; all inhabitants of a continental city, which i shall not 
name. An opportunity occurred for them to charge the F rench cavalry, 
and an aid-du-camp came to them with an order or request to that effect, 
from Lord Wellington. Their colonel, in great surprise, objected the 
enemy^s strength, -—their cuirasses, — and the consideration, which had 
unaccountably, he said, escaped the comnsander in Chief, that his 
regiment were all gentlemen* This diverting response was carried back 
to Lord Wellington ; who dispatched the messenger again to sty, that 
if the geiitlemm would take post upon an eminence, which he pointed 
to in the rear, they would have m exeelk^it mere of the battle ; and he 
would leave the choice of a proper time to charge entirely to their own 
sagacity and discretion, in which he bad the fullest confidence ! The 
colonel actually thanked the aid-du-camp, for this distinguished post of 
honour, and followed by his gallant train with their very high plpnies 
(the present great point of continental military foppery), was out of dan- 
ger in 1 moment. * . ' 

A regiment of light dragoons of a very different stamp, th« I2th, was 
posted near the Prince of Orange. Their charges were of the most spi- 
rited kind ; and nothing but the cuirasses enabled the French dragooni 
to resist them. In tlie account of so much pure valour without trick or 
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/Cover, against so aiuclii iron, it is not difficult where to award the !>a«* 
laiice. Many brave men ' were sacrificed to the iron cases, and taffeta. 
' flags which frightened their horses. A gallant young friend of my ow'n 
lay near the spot we had now reached*. He had just joined the IQth 
dragoons ; and 10 the,, first charge of hb regiment, in which lie bore,» 
very distinguished part, received a wound which was instaotiy fatal. 
There was melancholy satisfaction in beholding the spot of his honour- 
able grave: — a prouder sepulchre the turf oh which the soldier falls 
than the proudest mausoleum in consecrated ground. 

No part of the field was more fertile in impressive associations, th^n 
the ground of the 3Dth, and, 1 believe, the 73d regiments, brigaded un- 
der 00 r gallant countryman, severely wounded in the battle, Sir Colin 
Halket. I had already heard much of the firmness of these brave troops : 
and was to hear still more. To no square did the artillery, and particu- 
larly the cuirassiers, pay more frequent and, tremendous visits; and ne- 
ver was it shaken for a moment. The almost intimacy of the soldiers 
with these deatli-briagiog visitants increased so much as the day ad- 
vanced, that they began to recognise their faces. Their boldness much 
provoked oor men. They galloped up to the bayonet points, where of 
course their horses made a full stop, to the great danger of pitching the 
riders into the square. They then rode round and round the fearless 
bulwark of bayonets ; and in all the confidence of panoply, often coolly 
walked their horses, to have more time to search for some chasm in the 
ranks, where they might ride in. The balls absolutely rang upon the 
mail ; and nothing incommoded the rider except bringing down his 
horse, which at last became the general order. In that event he surren- 
dered himself, and was received into the square, till he could be sent 
prisoner to the rear; — a generosity ill-raerited, when it is considered that 
the French spared but very few lives, which it was in their power to 
take. Many officers were murdered, after giving up their swords; and 
when prisoners were collected, cavalry were seat to cut them down, wdien 
circumstances at the moment prevented their removal. 

In the revolutionary demoralization, produced by an education of vio- 
lence and selfishness, nothing is more frightful than the want of feeling 
which characterises the French soldiery. Their prisoners could hardly 
expect to be sptired by the men, who lying wounded themselves in the 
hospitals at Antwerp, were often seen mimicking the contortions of coun- 
tenance which were produced by the agonies of death, in one of their own 
comrades in the next bed, ' There is no curse to be compared to the 
power of fiends like these. Europe entire was roused to put them 
down ; and they made a gigantic eftort at Waterloo to rise again. It 
makes one shudder to think that they were within a hair’s breadth of 
succeeding; and often I experienced a movement, in which it was hard 
to say, whether there was most, of 'indignation or ridicule, when I heard 
Frenchmen and French“2CO?j2e?i,d,amentlng in pathetic and seriimenta! 
terms, their failure ; with scraps about inalheureiisey mau iou* 

jours respectabie^^^ , \ 
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Tlie.citirassiers were repeatedly dri.ven off by the 30tb, andlBeir com^' 
fade regiment ; reduced themselves by painful clegreesj,; more ^and more 
evdry attack. Line was. always again formed with unwearied alacrity; 
no complaint escaped the, patient soldier’s lips^ if we except an occasional 
cry io be led oiu The" storm was seen again gathering and rolling: om. 
The serious command^ **re«form square, prepare to receive, cavalry,” was' 
proinptiy and accurately obeyed, . The whole were pro.strate ©ii, their 
breasts, to let the iron shower of the artillery fly over, and erect in an ' 
instant, when the cannon-" ceased and the cavalry charged, — -The country 
do not know one-teutb of the merit of ** the wai of Waterloo.” 

Unable to break in upon the square by o.pen force, a commaorling 
officer of cuirassiers tried a ruse de gtierre ; be lowered his sivord to Ge-* 
nenil liaiket. Several of the officers called out “Sir, they surrender.”— 

Be lirni and Are,” was the promptly obeyed answer. The G-eneral justly 
susj)eetcd an offer of surrender to a body of infantry fixed to the' spot in- 
a defensive position, by a body of cavalry, "who had the option of gallop*^ 
ing off, with all the plain open behind them. The volley sent the colonel 
and his cuirassiers, as usual, about, w-itb a laugh of derision from the 
mtui he had meant to cut to pieces; and many a ring from their balls, 
upon the back pieces of the mails. 

This gallant brigade was honoured with several visits from the illus- 
trious chief. In one he enquired “ how they were ?” The answer was, 
that two thirds of their number were down, and that the rest were so 
exhausted, that leave to retire, even for a short time, was most desirable ; 
some of the foreign corps, who had not suffered, to take their place. 
General II. was told that the issue depended on the uuflinchiDg front of 
the Briii.sh troops ; and that even a change of place was hazardous in the 
extreme. He impressively said, “...Eiiougb, my lord, , we stand here till 
the last man falls.” 

There were not wanting' some striking instances o'f individual heroism 
at Waterloo. ' • 

Geneiai Halket had a. brother . in the field, who was colonel of a- 
Ilauoveriao corps, or a 'Tegiraent of the German legion. A trait of spirit 
is related of him which has few examples in modern warfare; and is not^ 
exceeded by the far-famed' achievement of Robert Bruce in his short 
combat with Sir Henry -Bobu in in that memorable battle, which stood 
foremost on history’s brightest page, till Waterloo was fought. A F reiicli 
general was giving his orders with great confidence to a large body of 
troops ; and had come t© their front' unattended. Colonel Halket made 
a dash at him at full" gallop; and, putting a pistol to liis breast, seized 
his horse’s reins, and brought him off from the very beards of his wonder- 
struck soldiers! I had the’ good fortune to spend an evening at the 
Hague with the •mother and "sis-ter of these gallant men ; from whom, it 
is needless to observe, I heard not one word of their deeds ; which were 
quite new to me when I -arrived at Brussels. ' 

I had seen, as formerly mentioned, a young officer at Antwerp, who 
bad received twentj4our §abre wounds. ■ Tii© Oyth, his regiment, with 
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another,, was tlie square next on the right of general Ha! I el’s*: „ In one. 
of their fomnat-ions the French cavalry was unfortunately too soon up 
for them, penetrated into the midst of them and almost cot them to pieces 
We saw tfie the point where a Belgic corps was stationed on the rights, 
where the French called out, ** Brave Belgians, come over and join your 
old comrades.’* It is well known they did not comply with the iuvitatioiu 
We next in our interesting round,' arrived at the memorable post of 
flougornont, for ever' associ'ated, with the name of the British foot guards' 
and the warriors pf Brunswick« To them exclusively belongs the glory 
of having foiled the persevering and desperate attacks of at least 30,000 
of the enemy ; and they were just the firsts second^ and third regiment 
of guards, with a detachment of Brunswickers^ Here again national 
feelings were not to be resisted, Lord Saltoun, Colonels Home and 
■M*I)onneli being of the North Countrie,” a nation (says, the sweetest 
of their bards,) 

Patient of toil ; serene ami(3€t alarais ; 

** lotlexible in faith j invincible in arms,” 

We were surprised to find Hongornont a country seat with gardens 
neatly laid out in the Hutch taste, and extensive oliices. A small wood 
was on the outside, a short distance from the higlj garden wall, which is 
pf bricky perforated in two tiers for musketry, and shattered with the ene- 
my’s cannon-balls. The light companies of the three regiments of guards 
were stationed in this wood, and were of course driven into the house* 
The ‘‘ Journal of Three Days” admits that the place was uot taken ; 
that his countrymen suffered dreadfully in their unavailing attempts upon 
it, and at last endeavoured to shell it on fire. This they only partially 
effected ; but they did leave the place a scorched and shattered inheritance, 
first to its brave defenders, and ultimately toils proprietor. 

We could not resist picking up some small fragments even of the 
bricks and slates of this sacred spot ; and we found some pieces of the 
bombs by which the cisief havoc was occasioned. For some time after the 
battle, the accmimlation of dead in and around this post presented per- 
haps the most shocking spectacle in the whole field. When in the garden, 
where the fruit-trees and shrubberies seemed as if they were blighted, and 
the neat alleys of holly and yew were much torn and deranged, we saw 
the poor gardener, who had remained in his garden all the time of the 
furious storm ; because, as he candidly owned, after the battle was begun, ^ 
he could not venture out of it. He confirmed the fact tiiat the enemy 
never were within the premises; if we except aceasioiial irruptions' into 
the garden, out'of which they were aS' often driven. 

, It is said that two ladies, deeply interested for some relative, sat io a> 
carriage duriog the greatest part of the 'action, on the great road ; cer- 
tainly repeatedly under fire. And an old woman remained in her cottage 
almost ill the midst of the fight ; as she said, to save her cows and pigs I 
>Wt did not see this heroine. 

The wood on the outside:'bad been choaked up wi.th the French dead,* 
and' more wreck lay here than, on any other part of the plain. 
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We crossed diagooally to tlie- hofel of Belle Aiimnce, a oaiiie 'of super- 
siitious coiiicideoce j an wlilch it is the French custom more tliau ours 
to lay much stress. Certainly they never lisd three siicli . names 
Fiiente^ d'Uomro, Fkioria, and Belle 'AUimice to boast of 1 . . The house 
' is of tlsf poorest description ; consisting of two rcmms, with two smaller 
back rooms; a passage, and -some miserable holes up stairs. .There are 
also some ruinous out-houses, and a well into wliich several dfead bodies 
were thrown. On the gable of the boose, the owner has painted m verf 
large and rode letters in black on a white-wash ground, HoieFie^h 
Belie Ailimce P* ■ 

Our officer assured us, that Wellington and ■Biueherdid mt meet in 
this house , as generally believed ; but some hundred yards further on 
in the pursuit. He bad himself seen the meeting and the parting of 
these two great men, on that never to be forgotten occasion. It is possi- 
ble the Duke may have entered the house ; and the people shew a straw 
bottomed chair on which they say he sat down, — but at any rate it was 
the head quarters of Buonaparte during the battle. Tlie latter had sup- 
ped in one house, and slept in another, not far from Belle Alliance. 
The first of these bouses had been unroofed and nearly destroyed, for 
no assignable reason. 

We entered the house, hovel as it was, with great respect ; got some 
refreshment, and drank a bumper on the spot to the alliance. A party 
of Brussels inhabitants, whom we had often met on the held, were sharing 
the same bread and cheese, and nmdu pays. There was no resisting a 
toast for them, Vive kbrme Prince F Orangey et les Beiges qui sebat^ 
iireni il ses cvthS snr ce clump niemeB ■ ■■ 

'■ Their. return was, ■« Vive k ptimant Wellington et ses braves Anglais^ 
nos 7rieiiieurs umisB-:. ^ , ,■ ^ 

'.■As we were so-. far advanced, we vvkhed, before visiting Buona.parte’s 
station mid returning to the position of the left wing, to have one gltoco 
of the country over which tlie panic-struck enemy had fled. Nothing 
iheeb the eye but extensive uiiinclosed corn flelds, with very little wood ; 
as if Soigne hud rendered all further plantation in its region unnecessary. 
There could not have been a clearer field for flight ; and well the advan- 
tage was appreciated by every indkidimi French soldier. It was in this 
quiU'ter the Prussian stragglers were most dangerous for several days 
jfefter the battle. ' . ^ 

The o'iicer who was with ms belonged to the SSd, His regiment 
passed close to Belie Allimce mi the opposite side of the road ; by which 
means he was witness 'to vrhat Lord Wellington even said to Blucher* 
He saw them meet on the' road, and walk their horses for some hundred 
yards, lo earnest conversation ; when Lord Wellington wished the ve- 
teran good night and success In the pursuit ; and turned his horse back 
again* to Waterloo to write hfe important dispatches. 

For a great breadth along the road, our officer pointed out to us the 
station of the reserve of the cavalry^ of the old guard ; with which a des- 
perate final' effort was made to retrieve the battle. The mar ka of the 
horses feet in the deep ground, hardened again when we saw it, gave m 
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an idea of tlie iraraeoisty of the force' which had H.tood there. The 
reserve of the yoniig guard was posted m a holldw between Belie AUirnm 
and Mmi To the right af 'the'aSfL advanced in the pursuit the 

52d and 7 1 st regiments, it fell ■to, them to meet the young guard* 
IV limbers were more than ever out of the questl 0 n“-*panic had spread 
through the vast host of the enemy. The two regimeots* weakened as 
they had beeu^ rushed upon the gn’ard-j and routed it in an instant ; the 
same guard with whose apirit airf,- equipment Buonaparte had so lately 
before made all Europe to reiound.,, A -most admimble manoeuvre 
was here perfonhed by the two' victorbus' regiments. They separated, 
and running on two sides of an owl for U' considerable way, met again; 
and thus cot oif several thousand prisoners. ■ „ , 

. Returning by Beik AU’mnce^ we advanced about 150 yards to the 
rising ground, on the left baud iide'of the road looking to the British 
army, from which Napoleon viei^ed the held ; and a very complete view 
he had of it. He had no scalTold erected where he stood, and certainly 
never weiit, after the battle had commenced, to the telegraph in the rear, 
which was at the distance of at least a mile.' The Journal of Three Days, 
says, that he was generally dismounted, walked backwards and forwardf^ 
in his usual attitude,, with his hands behind hi« back, and looking sted-* 
fastly at the condict. Lacdste the farmer, or rather proprietor of jLa 
Belle AUiance^ it is well known, was pinioned, set on horseback, and 
placed beside the Emperor ; very often exposed to hre, atid laughed at 
for manifesting very natural alarm f carried off for some miles in the 
iight, when the Emperor used the freedom to forget him ; and ultimately 
dismissed with the high reward for all he had undergone, of one 
I^apokon d'oT, about tiOs. sterling. We bad the good fortune to see 
this man. Els described the anxiety'df the - em,peror as extreme when 
the three mighty armies which he -had rolled orr to Hougoraont, La 
llaye Sainte, and the British left, ^a%d^to produce the result of French 
onset to which he had been accustomed .^T wo were defied and visited 
with frightful carnage |.'aud one wasal're.Udy recoiling in cordusion ; 'and 
they comprised more than half his vast-armj.i He now became furious 
in his coiimiaods. He, had however no.. 'want of troops. - For six hours 
more, with his usual profligate expence of human life, he varied not the 
mode of attack, but poured his devoted enthusiasts on, though again 
and again driven' back with immense slaughter. La Haye Sainte mm 
taken, half a mile 'in his front along the road. It was of no use but to 
inclose the captors for the well directed range of the British howitxer^ 
A message cuiiie 'from the general, ihr orders alK)ut that uficless posf; 
which could not be kept because of a Mery which commanded it; what 
would it please his Majesty .to, order him to do ? Seize wa$ 
the laconic answer, aiidtheEmperortUrnedhisback on the aide-du-campi. 

He could not restrain occasional compliments to the British troop*.— 

How they form, —how they move,— how they do -their work,— what 
’beautiful troops.’* 

About this time, nearly four o’clodc in the afternoon, a British officer 
was brought into hi® presence a prisot^r. He wai severely wounded* bui 
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■a® it is an important rule in battle to transmit prisoners of rank to liead« 
quarters, be was ’‘‘detained till several questions were put: to him by the 
Bmperov, and, I was informed, with great politeness. 

• JsL is Lord Wellington himself in the ®*Iie ii.’’, ^ " 

2d. What is the state of the spirits- of the English .troops 
As determined as ever.’’ 

■3d. Where are the Prussians — Ans/^Jt is believed they areal hand,” , 
Bonaparte was observed to look thoughtful. He however politely dis«* 
missed the officer, to have bis wounds taken care of. 

The British keeping their defensive, position, the entire French army,, 
as the assailants, naturally found themselves very considerably advanced 
on the plain ; an advance which Buonaparte falsely called occupying the 
British line*. This very advance was their ruin. The artillery now 
played from their higher ground upon the tvkok French army with the 
exception of the reserve of the guard, old and young; and every oppor^ 
tiinity of attack was seized by the British, both infantry and cavalry* 
«‘The combat deepened,” and fresh spirits rushed to glory or the grave.” 
It was the tug of battle : The impetuosity, the high spirit, the stern 
joy,” of first onset was gone by ; now was come the murderous strain of 
the mighty armicH, the poise and balance of the day. 

The afiair is kept up,” /sesoutientj says the ‘ Journalof Three Days 
— not a foot on either side is yielded ; new columns advance ; charges 
are renewed ; three times the position is on the point of being forced ; 
and three times, after prodigies of valour, the French are stopped short,” 
Nothing can be more descriptive than what follows of the re-action, 
the languor, which succeed over-excitement ; the depression of baulked 
Ciithusiasni. 

*‘ Heskatit>n appeared in the French army, and marked uneasiness 
fdevives hupdetudesj , Some dismounted batteries retire, multitudes of 
wounded separate from the columns, and spread alarm for the issue of 
battle. Profound silence had succeeded to the acciaroations and cries 
of joy of the soldiers, sure of being led to victory. At the moment «ll 
the troops, with the excei>tion ofthe infantry of the guard, were engaged 
grid exposed to a lire the most murderous. The action continued with 
the same violence, but led to no result. 

** li was near senen o\lock, Buonaparte, who till that moment had re- 
mained on the ridge which he had chosen, and from which he saw well 
all that passed, contemplated with a look of ferocity, the hideous prospect 
of so frightful a butchery. The more the obstacles multiplied, the more 
lie became obstinate* He was rind igiiant at the unforeseen difficulties ; 
and, far frbm having fears to detote an army, wfiose confidence in him 
bad no bounds,' he^ persevered in sending on fresh trcfops,.with orders to 
march forward, to ' charge with the bayonet, to sweep away. Several 
times he was told from diffienent points, that the affair was against him® 
that the troops appeared to be shaken,-.; amnt^'^<repondit4iy ^enmant.^ 

Another British officer was brought prisoner at this rare juncture ; 
and witnessed the unexpected demeanour of this hitherto idolized man, 
rin the presence of an enemy ko new to him* He raved, and stormed^ and 
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regardless of witnesses^ threw away ■in .a momeiit 'tlie character fottodeil 
on fifteen years of iBiracles, ; '^How proud must have been the .feelings of 
a Briiisli ofBcerj to hear the answer given to the genera! wholesale coin- 
niandsj to iksimt/ and break md stveep mamj the fingiishs Sire^iiesi 
■impmsibkJ"'^ Yet at that very moment Buonaparte was sending olFes- 
tailfcttes with dispatches, proclaiming success ; and, true to the last gasp 
of his political existence, to that Ijdng policy, .which lias itself roused the 
vengeance of united Europe, he rapeatedseveral times, avec cUstraciion,^'^ 
when one courier was just departing, Qu^ilTi^ouhUe pm de dire out 
que ia vktoire esi d moiJ* Several officers near him expressed timt 
w’ooder, by saying,®* I! a perdu la 

The Prussians appeared.— From the ground.ou.which we stood, the 
woofi seemed about three miles off, from which they began to debonche 
about seven o’clock in the evening. , Lacoste witnessed the infomiatioii 
repeatedly ■ brought to Buonaparte, and, heard his persevering asseilioot 
that it was the corps of Marshal Grouchy. This, however, was not liis 
real belief; for, instead of waiting for it, he iiumediatel^M'esolved to 
throw his last stake, before the Prussians might arrive. The 

old and middle guard were ordered forward, as the last column of attack* 
It was led by Ney, as he himself narrates, in mournfiilsilence, to make 
a last desperate efibrt on 1 lie British centre and left : he well knowing 
all the time that the battle was already lost and could not be retrieved 
by a mere reserve, if the whole army had failed to make any impression 
on the Btitisli position. 

The Picton warriors, with the gallant Kempt at tlieir head, — for 
Picton was no more, — were to meet and confound this last effort of rage 
and despair. 

YVe left the station of Buonaparte, and in imagination, as we proceeded, 
attended the sullen march of this column to the point of its destined 
defeat. The ..whole French army had been premonislied of the niove-» 
ment, and new and desperate efibrts were called for. All eyes were 
fixed on tlie old guard, which had never before failed. New efforts icere 
made, in a surprising degree, by this inflammable volatile soldiery. The 
flame of honour burned, however, much more steadily in the British 
army. Great efforts in their enemies, as usual, produced still greater 
in them ; and not an inch of ground was gained by the assailants. The 
track over which the guard moved, and over which they fled, was still, 
when %ve passed it, covered by their spoil, and naaiked by horses’ feet, 
cannon wheels, and the deeper furrows of balls and bombs. Ponsonbf 
fell here. 

As usual, the artillery of the guard poured its iron shower, and the 
cavalry followed with its desperate charge. It is in vain for Buonaparte 
to say, that his old guard was not beaten, or that the cry to which he 
attributes his defeat, ** the old guard is driven back,” was not true. . ' The 
bold moveroeot of Picton, with his favourite Highlanders, was tried 
by liis successor.; and the. boasted cavalry of the old ... imperial guard 
was charged and routed by the. Scottish bayonet,! , We stood with ex- , 
^uisite .national feelings .here® ' .From this point, commenced that final 
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and fatal rebound of tht enemy, which cleterm.ined Lord Wellington to 
give the order for a general attack hf the, whole. British aninj* The in- 
fautry of Kempt’s division rushed down, the slope, .in pursuit of their 
advantage. An immeme mass of the grenadiers of the guard stood yet 
tinbrokeiJi in their front. The Greys once more appeared ; and, impati- 
ent to support their countrymen, .leaped their horses through the hedg.e® 
and hardly waiting to form, galloped dow,n into the inid.dle of the H.igl> 
landers, cheering, Scotland for emr The -watch-word excited .a 
pljreozy of ardour, and the old guard were scattered before themv Neyf 
by his own account, dismounted, fled on foot, from what he calls®* that 
terrible battle,” and, unfortunately for himself, escaped ; while, in 
glorious contrast, Picton was borne lifeless from the held. Like Ponson- 
by, he fell m advance of the poskioo, and 

« With his back to the ground, and his feet to the foe, 

** Leaving in battle no blot on his name. 

Look’d proudly to heav'n, from tlie death-bed of fame.” 

A thousand French dead, alone, lay on this spot ; even yet it exhibited 
holsters (one we observed which had been filled with blood,) standard 
holders, pieces of bridles, straps, girths, &c. all denoting a tremendous 
conflict of cavalry ; and the ground seemed quite cut to pieces with marks- 
of the struggling exertions of horses’ feet. The well-known caps of the 
grenadiers of the French g nurd, lay yet in Coosiderable numbers ; with 
rags of their uniforms. Some more affecting remains were also there, 
pieces of tartan and of ostrich feathers, the plaids and plumes of Scotland. 

A loud cheer, we were informed by our ollicer, now ran along the 
whole British line. He was much struck by observing the sun shine out 
at that moment, after having been some hours under cloud ? In an in- 
stant, the whole was on the forward move. The British foot guards had 
destroyed a column of the old guard, in their own front, near Hougo- 
mont. The enemy w'ere- already in ' Irretrievable rout. ' The"' feeble 
, attempt, made in despair, by Buonaparte with the young guard, is not 
worth mentioning : the ‘'Journal, &e.” says, they tornedhvith the torrent. 

The anxieties of the British chief , were now over. They had been 
-.almost too much to be borne. Often, it is said, he had prayed in agony, 
for the Prussians or the night 1 When their guns commenced, it is de- 
scribed by officers who heard it, as sometlfmg like i^yell of rapture, with 
which he exclaimed, '* There goes old Blucher at last,” and burst into 
tears. Fifteen thousand of his friends lay on the field around him ; and 
before him was the spectacle of his powerful enemy, who had been with- 
in a hair’s breadth of destroying him, in full rout and ruin, —and the 
world delivered !— The moment was too overpowering ; the feeling too 
big for any heart to contain, in an instant Napoleon and France were 
levelled in the dust Marengo, Austerlitz, Jena, Bhietlland, Wagrani, 
** fell like stars from the Armament cast,”—** The star of Peace” arose 
enemies were a mass of panic and impotency— ** The meteor flag 
of England” burned terrifle, and consigned to iusiilted injured Prussia, 
a ripened harvest of revenge. ■ 
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HISTORY OPrHE WAR IN SPAIN AND PORTUGM 
(Tramlaiedfrom^ the French of Genera! SarrminA 


f Continued from our last/ 

Eyery tilling induces the belief that, by uianoeurnng on this princspk 
Marrnont would 'have fallen into the snare, and would, of course, have' 
been piiuished for his ' temerity. His defeat, would have alarmed King 
Joseph ; who, iiistead of sending Suchet with an army into the kingdom 
of Vaientia, would have stationed the flower of it in the vicinity of 
Talavera, to cover Madrid, and collect the remains of tlie army of 
Portugal. The contrary, hoWever, of all this took place, and the winter 
campaign of 1811 to 1 8 opened on the second of November, 1811 , 
with the capture of a Yale'nfmn suburb, could Ncmi«o. Blarshal Su- 
chet caused it to be carried by one division. This general, who is as 
dexterous a courtier as he is an intrepid soldier, proceeded very slowly 
in bis operations to subdue Valentia. He wanted a dukedom from Buo- 
naparte, in addition to the marshars staff, which the conquest of Tar- 
ragona had obtained for him. He employed more than fifty days in his 
preparations for the passage of the Guadalaviar. General Blake had 
strongly intrenched himself on the right banks of that river. He had 
stationed all his infantry from the sea to Blanisses, and his cavalry below 
that village, in the direction of Ribaroja ; so that it covered the left of 
the whole line. In the night of the twenty-fifth to the twenty -sixth of 
December, three French divisions crossed the Guadalaviar in face of this 
cavalry, which opposed scarcely any resistance, and even fell back in 
confusion to Torrente. The infantry at Manisses, seeing the French 
columns marching ou their left, became apprehensive of being surround- 
ed, and, instead of joining the main body of the army, took the road of 
Murcia, by Cataroja, The Guadalaviar had been crossed In two placesj, 
one between the village of Quarte and Mislata, and the other at the 
inouth of the river. The French suffered much in these two attacks : 
but the complete success, obtained by their right, decided the battle in 
their favour. The Spaniards shut themselves up in Yalentia, Thif 
town is surrounded by a strong wall, to which some works had been 
added, requiring a regular attack. There was, moreover, an intrenched 
camp, which covered the town, and the three suburbs, on the rigbt of 
the river. Instead of carrying it by storm, which the great extent of 
the works, and their feebleness towards the sea, rendered very practicable, 
the engineers were ordered to open the trenches on that point, and at 
San-Vinceate near the road to Murcia. Colonel Henry, an engineer of 
great merit, and the principal author of Marshal Suchefs triumphs, was 
killed on the spot, at the moment he was beginning to draw the first 
parallel. The trenches had been opened in the night of the first to the 
second of January, 1812 , and on the eighth the French miners w^ere 
preparing to blow up the wall that encloses the town® But Generaf 
■" ,V0E. lY* m. '■ 4 B'' « 
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Blake, iwAf7Jo* io spare Valentm the horrors of a siorm^ consented 16 
capitulate* The loss of the allies amounted tO' about eighteen thbusaod 
good troops, three hundred and seveiity-^four pieces of ordnance, and 
stores of all kinds* The capitulation was signed on the ninth, and the 
garrison declared prisoners of war* 

. Tiie Spanish general committed three hiults ; the first, in not having a 
choice corps of infantry on his left, to support his cavalry between Maoism 
ses and Ribaroja, and defend the passage of the Guadalaviar ; the second^ 
by shutting himself up in Valeiitia, instead of opening himself a passage^ 
feword in hand, by the road to Murcia; and the third, in not surrender* 
log before the place was bombarded* The population of Valentia, which 
bad been considerably increased by refugees from the country, afforded 
no prospect for a protracted defence. The town might have raised a 
national guard of twenty thousand men- By adding to them five thou* 
feand troops of the line, the number of tlie defenders of Valentia would 
have been equal to that of Blake’s army. The general would have had 
n corps of twenty-five thousand men left, which he might have stationed 
On the heights, near Ribaroja* This arrangement gave him the double 
advantage of covering Valentia by threatening Sachet’s right, if he 
inarched against that place; and of having a safe retreat, in case of a 
reverse. The patriotism of General Blake, attested by more than a 
hundred honourable, though principally unsuccessful, combats, will not 
allow the supposition that he wished to betray his country. His ene- 
mies pretend that he had deprived himself of all means of retreating, 
merely to obtain terms, which the tumult of a field of battle does not 
admit, and a rout does not authorise. But General Blake is a very 
loyal Spaniard* He is, however, justly blamed, for having, from silly 
Tanit}^ exposed to a bombardment of four days, a population of about 
two hundred thousand persons, whom he could no longer guard against 
the yoke of the JPrencb. His cruel procrastination might deceive the 
multitude, always flattered with having sharers in their hopes : but the 
impartial historian sees nothing in it, but a proof of the Spanish general’s 
weakness. The assertion of several journalists, that he had shame* 
fully betraj^ed the sacred cause, which he had defended with so much 
zeal since the beginning of the war, can scarcely be credited. Yet his 
conduct, after the surrender of Saguntum, appears to confirm the se* 
vere opinion of his enemies. What a lustre he would have shed on his 
career, if, after having made the utmost efforts to relieve Valeiitia, he had 
moved towards Catalonia by forced marches !' At all events, he is inexcusa* 
hie for not having made such arrangements, that, in case of need, he 
might have marched with the flower of his troops to Alicantand Cartha* 
gena, for the purpose of rejoining Lord Wellington’s grand army by sea» 
Whilst the events of Valentia covered with shame a commander, who® 
till then, had deserved general esteem,. Fortune, always ffckle, afforded 
Colonel bkerret a favourable opportunity of repairing, in the most bril- 
liant manner, the fault of not having landed at Tarragona the day be* 
•fore that town was stormed by French, under SiicheL Sensible of 
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the advaotagesj which lie should derive from tlie occupation of Tariffa,® 
hy obtaining., a free coinmnui cation with Africa, 'Marsha! Soul.t had 
ordered Marshal Victor, .in. the middle of December, to detach a corps 
of ten thousand men to take possession of that town* On the twentietli, 
of December, 'General Leva], who 'was entrusted with this expedition, 
invested Tariffa on the .land side, the other being tho' exclusive domain 
of the allies. The garrison consisted of-^ne thousand JEnglish troops, 
and about the same number of Spaniards* On the twentj-hfth the tren«« 
ches were opened at one hundred and twenty fathoms distance from the 
place. On the twenty-ninth the besiegers opened their batteries. The 
breach was judged practicable on the thirty-first, and at about eight 
o’clock in the morning, a strong column advanced towards it, in order 
to make the assault. It was composed of grenadiers and voltigeurs, 
the flower of the besieging army. In spite of a brisk fire by the' be-* 
sieged, the French boldly advanced to the foot of the breach. The 
firm appearance of the garrison, who fired almost close upon them, and 
a ditch that covered the breach, forced this column to retrograde with 
considerable loss. The allies, satisfied with having conquered, ceased 
their firing* To the honour of a glorious defence. Colonel Skerret joined 
the generosity of granting an armistice, that the French might carry ojff 
the wounded left on the glacis* The besiegers continued the fire of their 
batteries till the fourth of January, 1812. Although tliey had suc- 
ceeded in widening the breach of the thirty-first of December, they did 
not attempt to contend again with the garrison, who were awaiting them 
with intrepidity. In the night of the fourth to the fifth, the French re- 
treated in silence, leaving behind themi part of their artillery, with all 
the implements and tools for a siege. 

This success must have caused Colonel Skerret the most lively re- 
gret at not having landed at Tarragona, there to have given Marshal 
Sachet a lesson of moderation, like that which he had just given to Ge- 
neral Leva!* It , must, however, be acknowledged, that Marshal Soul t 
selected a very improper time, viz* the middle of the winter, for under- 
taking the siege of TarifKi. The engineers, besides, proceeded, as they 
had done at Saint-Jean-d’ Acre, against all the rules of art. They con- 
tented themselves with establishing one parallel, to cover the construc- 
tion of the batteries. The column, destined to 'make^ the assault, was 
obliged to issue from this parallel ; and thus to march, uncovered, and 
at noon-day, under a very murderous fire, to arrive at the breach, where, 
independently of the English' bayonets, a ditch, which they had neg- 
iected to reconnoitre, retarded their march^ and rendered the attack very 
■sanguinary* How could Buonaparte leave such gross faults unptinished ? 
General Leva!, littleacquainted with fortification, relied on his engineer- 
in«ehief, who, either to ' spare his labourers the dangers of regular ap- 
' ■proaches,: or because he supposed the breach would be badly defended 
by the garrison, advised a^n absurd manoeuvre; for the result of which 
(the loss of a number ■of braV'e m^en) -he /ought to have been made perso- 
,',i)u!ly responsible. Soldiers are:' the chiidren of the country* Whoever 
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causes their useless destruction, either from ignorance or negligence, 
ought to be amenable to the Lex Talionis. This grand principle is at 
once the sole guarantee of an honourable fate for the individuals of all 
ranks, and the first safeguard of the glory of empires. 

The movement of the English General Hill towards Seville, afforded 
an additional motive for the raising of the siege of Tariffa. On the 
twenty-seventh of December this general left the environs of Portalagre, 
in the expectation of surprising the French at Merida. His advanced 
guard happened to fall in with a party of French marauders, who, hav- 
ing collected, formed a square, and, owing to the nature of the ground, 
and to the rapidity of their march, succeeded its re-entering Merida, be- 
fore they conld be attacked by the English infantry. The French ge- 
neral did not deem it prudent to await the English in his position. He 
retreated by Alrnendraleyo to Lerena, where General Drouet was sta- 
tioned with the greatest part of the fifth corps. General Hill was at 
Aloaendraleyo on the second of January, 1 81 a. He sent a strong detach- 
ment to reconnoitre as far as Los Santos. Lieutenant-Colonel Abercromi 
Vie, by whom this detachment was commanded, completely defeated * 
party of one hundred French horse. This slight advantage of the Eng- 
lish, on the third, made the French apprehensive of a serious attack. 
Marsha! Soult, being resolved to concentrate his troops, with the view O’f 
protecting his principal positions, ordered Marshal Victor to call Gene- 
ral Leval back. Satisfied with having created an alarm in the French 
cantonments. General .Hill returned to his former quarters on the fron- 
tiers of Portugal. 

This harassing system against the French in the south of Estremadura, 
had probably no other object than to make Marshal Marmont believe 
that Lord M^ellington had many troops on the left of the Tagus, there- 
by inducing him not to harbour any apprehensions respecting Ciudad- 
Rodrigo, the possession of which was coveted by the English com- 
mander. Marmont’s security tvas, besides, increased by the facility 
with which the blockade of that place had been raised three months be- 
fore, through the bare junction of four of his divisions with General 
Dorsenne’s army ; a manceavre, which he might repeat at any time, and 
with a probability of an equally favourable result. He not only quar- 
tered his army in very e.xtensive cantonments, but also detached General 
Montbrun with three divisions, to second the operations of Marshal 
Sucliet in the kingdom of Valentia. Intimately acquainted with all 
these details. Lord Wellington arrived on the eighth of January before 
Ciuclad-Rodrigo; which place was completely invested on the same day. 
On the ninth General Crawfurd carried the redoubt of St. Francis, at 
the point of the bayonet. The possession of this post facilitated the 
progress of the attacks. Though the works had not yet been pushed to 
the foot of the breach, the weakness of the garrison determined the 
English general to take the place by storming and scaling it at the same 
time. On the nineteenth, siS columns marched against Ciudad-Rodri"'o, 
and succeeded in obtaining possession of it in less than two hours. These 
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crifferetit iBovenrieiits were executed by the aid of Bight, 'General If ac* 
kiiinoDj. wjio commanded the column destined to storm, perislied wllli 
many of Iris brave soldiers through the explosion of a- mine, " The scaU' 
iog proved less fatal, because the French^ not expectingfeuch anattempti, 
were taken unawares. They employed almost all their means of de- 
fence to protect the breach. It is- siirpriBing that Lord lYellington, who 
liitherto had directed this important operation so we!l,"was not sensible 
that he ought only to have made a false attack on the -best defended pomtp 
as the scaling alone promised the possession of the place without much 
loss. Every thing induces the belief that the inhabitants had informed 
the ' English how easily they might become masters of the town ; they 
perhaps even did not remain idle in their houses, when the allies attacked 
the French on the ramparts. The chances were, therefore, all in favour 
of the English general ; and he might have taken the garrison by sur- 
prise, had he made his arrangement accordingly, on the very night after 
his arrival before Ciudach Rodrigo. ' 

The garrison, aniouniing to seventeen hundred men, giirrendered at 
discretion. Their loss was equal to that of the allies, which was rated at 
one thousand killed or woiinded. The Governor Barrie did his duT. 
Ciudad-Rodrigo, to be safe against a cotip dti requires five thou- 

Hand troops : and there were hardly half the number when Lord Wel- 
lington made his appearance. To this capital fault 'must lie added that 
of not having detached a division to harass the allies, and oblige them 
to divide their forces. Nothing was more easy than to send such troop? 
from the tenth to the fifteenth, to take post between Marllla and Tama« 
mes, and exchange every day some cannon shots with the besiegersp 
until the French army was collected. This manoeuvre, by diminishing 
the means of attack on the part of the allies, would have given hopes to 
the besieged of being soon relieved, and, the attempt at scaling being 
thus reodered more difficult, , would probahl}^ have fiiiled, like similar 
attempts against Badajoz in the month of June, 1811, Marshal Mar- 
mont is a very good artillery officer; but he is not sufficiently .^killed in 
the higher tactics. On the sixteenth of Jahuary he wrote to Berthier:— 
I had collected five divisions, for the purf)ose of throwing supplie# 
into Cindad-lloclrigo ; but this force is now inadequate to the object. 1 
am, therefore, under the necessity of recalling two divisions from th® 
army of the nortli. I shall then have above sixty thousand men, with 
whom I shall march against the enemy. You may expect events, as for-* 
tiioate as glorious for the French army.’* But in spite of these fiattering 
promises, Marshal Marmont-was' obliged to write to Prince Berthier on 
the twentieth: On the sixteenth the English batteries opened their fire 
at a great distance. On the ninteenth the place was taken by storm^ 
and fell into the power of the enemy. There Is something so incompre-^ 
hensibh in this event, that I allow myself no observation. I am not pet 
provided ivkh the requmte mformalion* ' 

' A' town taken; by ,stormds 'aii';.arguhient: easily understood by.fessseD- 
■iible meo than Marm out. But a torie'of mystery was necessary to' pall iafe 
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gross faults^ ^risiug from-4be .most fatal secoritj^ 
heard this iiUelligeoce, he immediately perceived that his ancient aide-*" 
de-camp was incapable of successfully bolding the important command 
tB.trusted to him* , 

Satisfied with having taught Marmont, that he surpassed him in acti- 
vity and boldness, the English commander resumed his position of Fonte- 
Guinaldo. He might easily have carried off the French advanced guards 
which, on the twenty-second, made its appearance near Taraames# The 
-enterprise was favoured by the occupation of Ciudad-Rodrigo, as the 
detachment, entrusted with the operation, would have had a safe retreat 
under the cannon of that town. Fifteen thousand choice men ought to 
have been placed in ambush on the road to Salamanca. A corps of four 
or five thousand light troops should have marched against the French^ 
•with orders to fa|i back at their approach. These light troops, when 
near the ambush, would have hastened their retreat in apparent confu- 
sion, which would have induced the French to be more eager in tbff 
pursuit. The concealed soldiers, then rushing from the ambush, would 
have fallen upon the rear of the French column, and infallibly destroyed 
it. General Souham’s division, which appeared on the twenty-second 
in the vicinity of Tamames, amounted only to ten thousand men. It 
is by manoeuvres like the one here described that the forces of an enemy 
are ruined, without experiencing the enormous losses, occasioned by 
sieges and battles. 

Lord Wellington must also be blamed for having allowed generals to 
place themselves at the head of their columns, in the attack of Giudad- 
Rodrigo. A general officer is extremely valuable, especially when he is 
skilled in his profession. General Crawfurd possessed the qualities re- 
quisite for a command in chief ; whilst, at the bead of a storming co- 
lumn, his thin person, and diminutive sue, rendered him inferior to a 
grenadier. Captains, or lieutenant-colonels at most, ought to be charged 
with heading such attacks, which are always destructive, though often 
fruitless. Generals and colonels ought to be reserved for operations, re-# 
quiring the talents which their situations demand, or suppose. Ge« 
ueral Crawfurd had been personally known in Ireland, in the year I79S, 
to the author of this history ; who entirely agrees with Lord Wellington 
in the sentiment, which his Lordship has so well expressed in his letter 
to the Earl of Liverpool, dated Gallegos, the twenty-ninth of January, 
18P2, when he says, ‘Hhai Major-General Crawfurd died on the twenty- 
fourth of the month, from the wounds which he received on the nine- 
teenth, when leading the light division of the army at the storming of 
Ciudad-Rodrigo; that although the conduct of General Crawfurd, on 
the occasion wherein ;,he was wounded, excited the admiration of the 
whole army, yet he cannot report the death of this officer, without ex- 
. pressing the profound grief which he feels on seeing His Majesty lose 
the services, and himself the assistance, of an officer of tried talents and 
^^consummate expermnee, who was the ornament of his profession, . and 
qfilculated to render the ..most important services to his country J* li m 
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tlie daty csf a chief to preserve the lives of his soldiers ; it If hif interest- 
to be spariog of the blood of his generals. Lord Welliogtoo nuistj^ no 
doubt, have set the highest value upon Cindad-Rodrigo, as its conqtiesh 
cost the life of' one of his ablest colleagues, , ■ : ■ ■■ 

The B" reach had been obliged to evaeiiate the Asturias, and part of 
the kingdom of Leon,- in order to collect forces, sufficient to succour 
€iudad-Rodrigo#' Their ' retreat was rather precipitate; and yet the 
Spaniards did not avail thenorselv^ of it. That this part of Spain, foir** 
nierly so active and so obstinate in opposing the French, acted, ever 
since La Romana’s death, with a faint-heartedness, unworthy both of tU 
nameroos and warlike population, and of its constant hatred towardt 
the Ifreuch, is really surprising. This apathy cannot be accounted for,, 
but as the result of intrigues on the part of Buonaparte’s secret agents. 
The Marquesito, and Generals Mendizabal and Abadia, were men of 
equal merit with the Baron d’EroIes, Lascy, and Revira, the leaders of 
the insurrection in Catalonia, Why had not the inhabitants of Galicia# 
where there was not a single Frenchman in arms, a body of hfty thou^ 
sand well organised and disciplined troops on their frontiers, ready to 
avail themselves of the advantage gained by the grand allied army > 
l¥hat a difference between this supineness of the Galicians, and the 
energy of the Catalonians ! Daring the siege of Valentia, General 
Lascy and the Baron d’Eroies marched against Tarragona, at the head 
of ten thousand meiu Their attack was favoured by an English squa- 
dron cruizing in that quarter. On the twenty-fourth of January, ten. 
thousand French attacked the Spaniards, who, at their approach, had 
raised the blockade of Tarragona^ to give them battle. The condict 
took place on the heights Altafalla, to the north of Tarragona, 
Although the French were equal in numbers to the Spaniards, victory- 
long remained doubtful ; and was only due at last to the superiority of 
the French cavalry. The Catalonians effected their retreat through the 
inouutains, towards Cervera, with little loss. 

From the twentieth to the thirtieth of January, General Decaen ma- 
iidBUvered against Sarsfield’s and Revira’s cdlumns, in the neighbour- 
hood of Yique and Manresa, This petty warfare was confined to some 
skirmishes, in which the inhabitants, from their agility, and knowledge 
of the country, had constantly the advantage. The Spanish leaders did 
not deem themselves strong enough for a genera! engagement ; and kepi 
their columns untouched. This situation of affairs in Catalonia rendered 
the arrival of General Blake, in that province, extremely seasonable. 
This genera! had shewn, by supplying Gerona, in August, I8O9, hi® 
great experience in the warfare of mountainous countries. He, more- 
over, enjoyed the conhdence ot the inhabitants. All these advantages 
leave no doubt but that he would have forced the French general to re^. 
treat, 'with the wreck of his army, under the ramparts of Perpignan; 
and had it not been for his influence, the magistrates of Talentia would 
have agree'd "to: a capitulation, humiliating enough in itself, but to whici 
the conqueror did iiot intend to adhere, when he signed it® 
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. How' could Buonaparte hope for the submission; of Spaio,; when he 
$ufle reel the most ' arbitrary measures to be adopted ^ by. alrnost. all hi« 
agents ? ; By the. second article 'of the capitulation of Vaientia, Marshal. 
Sachet had solemnly promise-rl that 710 enquirksl.. ^concerning the pmt 
thouM be^ made against those^ ^dio had taktii an acMvepari in., the war^ 
or in the ; and yet an official report/ of the tw.entj-foortb of 

January^ states tfjat.“ iifteen hundred infuriated monks have been ar- 
rested j and sent to France* ' The leaders of the. insurrection,,, who fre- 
quented the house of -the English consuj, as we.Il,as the satellites- of that: 
wretch, have been executed in the market-place, to the great satisfac- 
tion of the good inlmbitants who had no share in the assassination of the 
French.’^ But the transgressions, alluded to by Marshal,; Such et, had 
occurred during the revolution ; and the guilty had been absolved by 
the capitulation. / 

" The well-known loyalty of the French ‘ character o.oght, to, .have pre- 
vented any recrimination for the past. But it was the practice of the 
lieutenants of Buonaparte, formed in his bchool, especially of those 
who shared his first campaigns in Italy, to be preceded by captivating 
proclamations, promising liberty, justice, and the respect of property# 
If well received, they immediately threw away the iiiask : all the ser- 
fices, wliich the inhabitants bad been eager to render, were forgotten; 
and they drained the country with unparalleied address and severity, 

iiador the specious, pretence of armies, whichj never- 

theless, were in want, of every thing, .This observation, however, is 
not applicable to Suchet’s conduct, for his army was constantly well 
supplied : but he must be blamed for not scrupulously observing the 
capitulation of Vaientia, , To reward his successes against 'General 
Blake, and his politiqal measures against the inhabitants of Vaientia, 
he was created Duke of Albufera, He was, no doubt, afraid of not 
l>elng, thought the .-sole author ..of the concfuest of , Vaientia, when he 
published that General Montbrun had been very tardy in his iBarch 
yith the divisions of the army of - Fortugah. Had he .arrived at, the- ap- 
pointed time, all' that escaped, of the; army ^ of Murcia would have been 
taken,” Sachet’s glory had no need of' this attack upon- the. reputation 
of- a brave man, ■, ' , : . 
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THE HISTORY OF THE WAR, 

From ike year 1792 to 1814; in which the MMiUartf Transactions of 
each Campaign are related separately and in deiaiL 

CAMPAIGN OF I79L 

Book IV. Chai*. L uo^itihued. 

At leogtb (April 10 ), the combined armies, consisting of Austrians, 
•British, Dutch, Hanoverians, and Hessians, and amounting to 187,000 
men, assembled on the heights above Catean, and were reviewed by tlie 
emperor. In pursuance of the plan previously agreed upon, they ad** 
vanced during the succeeding day, in eight columns, three of which 
%v€re intended as corps of observation. The first (April 17), composed 
of Austrian and Dutch troops, under the command of prince Christian 
of Hesse Darmstadt, seized on the village of Catiilon, where they obtain- 
ed four pieces of cannon, and having crossed the Sambre, immediately 
occupied a position between that river and the little Heipe, so as to 
invest Landrecies on that side. The second, led by lieutenant-general 
Alvinlzey, took post in the forest of Nouvion. The third, headed by 
the emperor and the prince de Gobourg, after forcing the enemy’s en- 
trenchments, advanced to the heights called the Grand aisd Petit BIocus. 
The fourth and fifth columns were formed from the army under the 
duke of York, that of which bis royal highness took the direction, being 
intended to attack the village of Vaux. Major-general Abercromby 
commenced the assault with the van, supported by the two grenadier 
companies of the first regiment of guards, under the command of colonel 
Stanhope, and stormed and took the star redoubt, while three battalions 
of Austrian grenadiers, commanded by major Fetrash, attacked the wood, 
and made themselves masters of the works which the French had con- 
structed for its defence. 

Sir William Erskine was equally successful with the other column ; 
for finding the enemy posted at Fremont, the brigade of British infantry, 
with four squadrons of light dragoons, was detached under lieutenant- 
general Harcourt to turn their position, while he himself attacked in 
front with three battalions of the regiment' of Kauiiitz, supported by a 
well-directed fire of British and Austrian artillery, under the orders of 
lieutenant-colonel Congreve, and not only obtained possession of the 
redoubts, but of two pieces of cannon and a pair of colours*. 

The success of this extensive attack, in consequence of which the 
French lost thirty pieces of artillery, being now complete, it was im- 

* Nine cannon were taken in the .course of this day by the column under 
tlie immediate command of his royal highness the duke of York j who, in the 
dispatch transmitted on this occasion, regrets the loss of the honourable cap- 
tain Carleton, of tlie royals 5 and expresses his obligations to lieutenant-gene- 
ralssir William Erskine;and Otto, major-general Abercrombyi and lieuteiw 
aiitFageof the British artillery., , ■ 

fOhClY.NQ.n. '4 C" 
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determined to lay siege to Xandrecies. The direction of this important 
afhiir was intrusted to the.tereditarj prince of Orange ; while iiis imperial 
majfstys with the gmnd army, estimated at 60,000, coTcred' the bpera*.-^ 
tions on the side of Guise; and the. troops, uiider the duke of Yorkj, 
amounting to near 30,000, were eiuployed in a similar service towards 
Cambray. A body of Hessians- and Austriaos, ' to the number of 1 2,000^ 
-under generarWorms, were at the same time stationed near Douay 
and Boiichaio ; count Kauoitz, with 15 , 000 , ' defended the passage 
of the Sanibre ; ■ and'^ general -Clairfayt, 'with 40,000 . more,- protected 
Flanders from T*"ournay to' the sea. Such was the' strength and positioa 
of the allies, even'’^Hboiit the ■'assistance of the Prussians, who made iw 
movement . in thetr favour, that all the generals imagined {Success to be'" 
inevitable. And appearances, for a time, seemed to confirm ■ these con« 
jectuve^, for the hereditary prince of Orange (April 21) made a general 
attack upon and carried all the posts still occupied by the enemy in 
front of Landrecies : he also took their entrenched camp by 'storm,, and 
obtained possession of a strong redoubt within six hundred yards of the 
body of the place. In addition td this, the French (April 23) were driven 
from CmsaFs'camp, near Cambray, and repulsed a few days after wkh 
great slaughter, in an attack on the heights of Cateaii, where the doke 
of' York 'was posted;.; .on which occasion [ieiitenant>-,g'eneral Chapuy, with 
three hn mi red and thirty officers and privates, were taken prisoners, while 
thirty-five pieces of cannon feU.' into theiuiiids of' the English-^. " 

But aitlioiigh the enemy were not only worsted in this quarter, 'hut 
also in an attack commanded by the emperor in person, yet they ' p'roved 
successful in another point of this genera] assault, which took place along 
the whole extent of the frontiers ;■ for Pichegru having advanced on the 
same - day from Lisle, (April 26) defeated genera! Clairfayt at Bloiicroo, 
from whom he' took'fhirty-two pieces of' cannon, and in a short time "after 
obtained pbssessioiiof Werwick,'Coiirtray, and Alenin, the last of which 
beld out during four days, when' finding 'no probability of succour, tlie 
garrison, consisting 'chicfiy of emigrants, forced their way throUgh'the ene-^ 
my* These successes, however, were supposed to be fully coiioterbiauced 
by ihe fall of .Landrecies ('A|.)rH30), and the defeat of a body of 30,00'0. 
troops, 'who' had' attacked the army of the duke of York, at Toiiroay' 
(May 10) ; on which occasion they lost thirteeii pieces of caiin-on, andabove 
four hundred men takesrprisonersf : but gen. Clairfayt was less fortunate, 
for Pkliegru once more' attacked him, aiid that too with such irresistible 
impetuosity, that he was 'obliged to retreat in confusion ; hia llyiog troops’ 
were -at length with’ 'Some difficulty, prevailed upon to bait; and this 

* The British commander in chief, in his official letter, praises the coii» 
duet of the troops oh this daj^, and returns thanks to colonel Vyse, who 
commanded the two brigades of British cavalry after major-general ManselFs 
ckath. Captain 'Pigot’ahd’caj^tain Fellows, of the third dragoon guards, Ml 
upon this occasion. - • . . . 

t Lieutenant-general 'Harcourt, major-general Buiidas, and sir lobert 
iie, distinguished themselves upon this occasion, . ' - 
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gallant biit-iinliitfk}’’ eominattckf a positiott sd as 

to cover CJheut, Bnigc% a’ad Ostwtd. "■ ■ 

- The firmy of the alliens 'hi consequewc^ of the oflerisive o|seralioiB of 
the eiieiiiyj \vlio whether va«t|li»h'€cl-'^or m'torioti^, proved incessant in 
tlieir attacksj being thus broken iuta many separate uuissesj and destw 
tiite of uuiou ill its operations^, evidently liable lo be oveicome^ Ac- 
ccrrdiugly, whilst 'Pielitgi'o ■■ was |nirsoiwg' his 'vioiorbns career io the 
west, Joiirdaa^ already ''celebrated, for his victories lit Madli^^ge’ aod 
Hoiidselioote^p entered West ■Ylaliders, a'lid- after crossing tiio'Sftmbre^ 
forced GefiferarKaiifiit^to retreat-; .but In the course of ‘a fe# dlii^ the 
Austrians rallied, and (May l8) obliged tlid'FreiicIi ih tlieir turiTto^give 
way, If 1th the loss of nearly 5,iOC^ ine,n, and three pieces of eaniioin; ; , 'i 
His imperial majesty was, now jadticed to make a geueriil attack with 
his scattered forces, on purpose. to. compel the^enerpy to fvacaato .the 
Low«copiitries* This attempt,,, however, pmveci unalccessfyl, fw two of 
the five coloiBos employed upon this occasion were unable, froiadatigtee, 
to execute' the ’pko; aod a ■ third found the enemy in such f4"rcfe' at 
Moucroiijdhat it retreated to Turcoing\ In the mean time; seten-'Blit- 
talions of British, live of Austmuis, and. two of lieSsianii, with six squad- 
rons of light dragoons, and fdqr ofFussars/.led by the duke of York, 
forced the French to evacuate' Latin oy and Moubaix:,*ahd adv^hced, ill 
consequence of orders from head'-quarters, against MoTiveaiix. ' General 
Abercromby then attacked with four battalions of guards, seconded by 
thesecoiul and fifteenth light dragoons finder lieutenant-colone! Church- 
ill, and compelled ' the eaeuiy _to retire with the Ifiss of three pieces o£ 
canoom/ .■ . '' . ■' ■ * - . ^ | ^ ^ ^ - 

• The French having attacked Turcouig early next morning, thq 
lish commander in chief dispatched two battaUqpsmf Austrians towards 
that place; but an opening being left in the . Tight, ■. the enemy took 'ad- 
vantage of this iiiiforluuate' incident, and hk royal highness was 'SO' 
briskly assailed both in front aqd rear, that hk troops gave way, and lie 
liimself found it impossible either' to join the brigade of guards, or that 
commanded by inajot*«geOera! Fox; but he was at length' eftfililed'tA 
escape to a body of A usttiaOs commanded by gcderal Ottd, aCComtWhi^d, 
only by a few dragoons of tllekixt^finth regiraeiit, finite raajor-geueral 
Abercromby, with some difficulty, effected his retreat to Templeuve ; 
and iiiajor-geoeral Fox fortunately succeeded in gaining tbe'viilagfi 
of Leers* . , • , ».! ,-;i. .■ 

Notwithstanding some occasional advantages obtained by the allies; it 
•was by this time evident that the immense numbers and systematical 
ertioiis of the republican atmie$ woiild in the end prepondeifitd His 
imperial majesty, who had be^n- taught to believe that his appCar'an€% ia' 
the Low-countritii's was alone sufficient for the resumption of the ahcleiit'' 
dominions of the house of Austria, and ihe complete* overthrow -of its 
enemies, now learned from' sad experience that the Belgi'afis 'were 'averse*' 
from his government, and the Frem^h too powerful for his vengeance* 
This young prince, disgustedat the past, uncertain of the futiires'equally 
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alarmed at the progress of an inveterate foe and the suspicious conduct 
of a king, at once his rival and his ally, thought proper to abandon the 
field in the middle of the campaign ; and after having exposed the per- 
son* of the first monarch in Europe to the ignominy of being taken 


• It is notorious, that Francis II., like his uncle the emperor Joseph, ex- 
pMed his person freely at the head of the army; but as the imminent danger 
from whicli his imperial majesty escaped during the siege of Landrecies, al- 
though well authenticated, is not generally known, the following papers have 
been procured and subjoined, as the incident is not only singular in itself, but 

reflects high honour on a regiment of English cavalry : 

Copiet of the Official Testimonies proving the gallant Conduct of the fifteenth 
Light Dragoons on the mh of April, 1794, in the Affair of Landrecies. 

No. I. An attestation of lieutenant-general Otto, in his imperial majesty’s ser- 
vice, relative to the action that took place 24th of April, 1794, translated 
from the German, being previously witnessed by the right honourable Sir 
Morton'Eden, our envoy-extraordinary and minister-plenipotentiary at the 
court of Vienna. 


"When his imperial majesty’s army besieged Landrecies, a French city, 
and Ins royal highness’s army formed the right wing near Catean, where I wL 

placed, the enemy endeavoured by different attacks to prevent the siege; and, 

to effect their purpose, they assembled about twenty-four thousand men at 
Cmsars camp, and advanced, (23d of April, 1794,) in three columns, attacked 
the imperial troops near Douchy, Avernes le Second, Villers en Couchfe Har- 
pres, and the Hessian advanced posts near the river Selle, which were forced 
^ retire. Major-general Sentkeresky, who was on my right flank, near Saint 
Hilaiie, with two hussar and. two English light-dragoon squadrons, informed 
meof theca-cumstance. I reconnoif red the enemy, who were ten thousand 
strong,^ composed of cavalry aiid infantry: they advanced as far as Villers en 
Couche. Seeing^ how serious it wa,s, as the enemy’s patroles had pushed on to 
the other side of the river Selle, L sent for a reinforcement, which arrived 

^Sd T-T f I'l Tf enemy, 

oftim '^“1 > Montrecourt, by a part 

of the cavalry, which were the advanced guard composed of the above-men- 
tioned two hussar and two of the fifteenth light-dragLn squadrons; the rein- 
foi cement was not up and notwithstandin g the very small force of the advanced 
guard, aid-de-carap Mezery, and Sentkeresky, colonel of Leopold’s hussars 
with major Aylett, of the fifteenth English dragoons, attacked he enem ’ 
though considerably stronger, with such fortitude and bravery, that ti e ’ca 

nud killed above eight hundred, and took three pieces of camion. After thk 

liappy success, the Imperialists and Hessians, who had retired from the SgHa 

means a very small mimberdrove the enemy, who were prodieioJsly stronger 

« far as Cambray. I do, not wtejito enter into too long a detail 

son can judge of the valour of this attack, if, with thf eyes of an experiLced 

If r:r »>«P the position of our army and the adrcemant 

L tt: sS : I " trnikZTi 

saymg. that a few resolute and brave soldiers can decide a great deal.’ 
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. prisoner^ by tbe troops of the new republics be suddenly ' retired, . to 
liis own capitab ■ and left the ..allies to meditate on the approaching' 
catastrophe* 

■ Picl'iegra now prepared m his ttirn-^a general assault o'li the lines of 
the allies, which lie accordingly commenced (May 2S) with a heavy .'fi,re of 

« Tlie names of the officers who .distinguished themselres on that ever me- 
morable day : 

Byan, 

Calcraft, 

Blount, 

Wilson, 

Miiors 5 *'’'*** ^”§00“ gua''<3s- 

^ i Butler, eighty^-seventh reg. then in the dfleentli reg# 

« Otto, lieutenant-geaeraL” 

English force, one hundred and eighty-seven rank and file. — Austrian force, 
eighty-seven rank and file. — ^Total, two hundred and seventy- four mem 


>• fifteenth light dragoons^ 


Captains 


Ko, IL ** The undersigned certifies to captain Ryan, of the English light 
dragoons, that on the 241 h of April, 1794, the fifteenth regiment charged the 
enemy, who were in great force at ViJlers en Couchb routed them, sabred a 
great many, and by this conduct rescued his imperial majesty from the danger 
that menaced his person, for being on the road from Valenciennes to Catillon, 
lie was cut off by their patroles, which had already passed over tiie river 
Selle. 

** The courageous conduct of this regiment, animated by its brave officers, is 
so much the more meritorious, as the main column of the allied army did not 
arrive to its suppoii: : but although abandoned to itself, it still relied on its own 
valour, attacked the enemy, and by its bravery alone prevented the melancholy 
consequences above stated : and not content with that, it took three pieces of 
cannon. Captain Ryan, who so distinguished himself in this affair, had his 
horse wounded, as well as the officers who are specified by field-marshablicU' 
tenant Otto, under whose particular command the regiment was. 

" MaXMN. COUNT OE Mervelot. 

Vienna, 20th December, 1797*” " Major-General'* 

No. ■ III— All attestation of general Sentkeresky, in his imperial majesty's 
service, witnessed by the right honourable sir Morton Eden, K, B. our en- 
voy-extraordinary and minister-plenipotentiary at the court of Vienna, 

The extraordinary bravery which- the two- squadrons of the fifteenth light 
dragoons, under my command, shewed' on the -24.th of April, 1794* 

A corps of the enemy^ twenty .thousand strong, -who, on the 23d of the 
same month, advanced 'from- Cambra.y, dislodged the Bessians, and drove them 
from: tlie.. .river Selle, 'aiKl thus stopping the.- communication, was, by two- -Iwssar -' 
and the above light-dragoon squadrons, attacked'uear Villers en CouchA This 
attack was executed with such bravery :a'nd- resolution, that they killed above 
one thousand, and took three ’ pieces of cannon. By this courageous and un- 
expected attack, the enemy was entirely drove, back, the communication with ' 
the Hessian troops, near to -Deuain, re-established, and the right wing of the 
#e,s.ieg-i.rig ariny, near Laiidre.cies,"cove.red, 'This 'remarkable action of thetw® 
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artillery ; and a siiccession of attacks," 'lor rkllier batiks, eiisaecl, ■ wbieii 
lasted froiB tlie break of day.atitil late io the evening, wheii the .Frencli 
retired withoat being able to make any efFectual impression, notwith- 
standing their irnmerise numbers j- which have been estimated atSOOjOW.^ 
On 'this occasion the combined forces coiichicted tliemselves with signal 
braver}’" ; and the second brigade of Britialij iioder major-general Fox, 
distbiguished itself-'in 'a' ^partlciilar- tiianner by 'the spirit and gallantry 
with which it stormed and carried the^viilage of Fonteehio, by weans of 

the bayonet, ■ .. , ‘ ’ 

(To he conlinuecij, 

llglit-dragooii s(|iiadroBS, ..oneaiiraged by" their brave Officers, who, despising 
the greatness of the danger 'and the iiinititiide of the enemy, gave to this as- 
tonishing affair an essential decision, .All this passed under iny eyes, to the 
disadvantage of the enemy,, mffido the glory of oiir army, by the Jnst, nierk 
torious, and, noble; conduct, of the eight brave o,fiieers Bientionecl by geiieral 
Otto. SENTKE'REsiiY, Major-Gciicrai.” 

Ko.. IV. — -An altosfatioii of major-general prince Sclnvarzeiibcrg, witnessed' by 
the riglit honaorabk. sir" .Morton Eden., ;I\. our ciivoy-extraorulnary. aiic! 
min ister-plen!|K)tent]ary at the court of Vienna. 

' undersigned attests, that two sq'uadrons of the firtecntli light dragoons, 

w ith ttvo hussar squadrons, fanned the advanced guard of a eojasnn of cavalry, 
who by chance, did not follow , notwithstauding which the advance guard were 
determined to attack the enemy , nor did tliey perant themselves to getintoeon-^ 
fusion by the astonishing niimbci of tlieir adversaries, or by their support not 
being up, but conducted by, their brave officers, attacked t lie enemy with such 
an extraorclinay . reso..liition, and with : such ., violence, -that .they killed a vast 
number, .and too.k 'three .pieces- of camion, [riie brave conduct of tins coura.-^ 
geons regiment Was on, thiS: occasion more considerable, a.s,tlie ad'vancement of 
the. enemy might^bave , caused the mosttatal ’consequences in respect to the.. 
Journey of iiss imperial majesty,- from Ahilencieniics to Catillon, 

■ : ■ ‘VCiiARLES,- Prince of Scliw''ar2enberg.’’ 

No. V..«— “ S'lEf ' V . . 

** .Thb emperor rerneinbers, with satisfaction the distinguished proofs of 
v.aloiir jhat you, and the other officers of the fifteenth lighi: dragoons,, mani- 
fested on 24tb April, 1794, near Cambray. His majesty regrets, the statutes 
of the order of Maria Theresa, confirmed by a constant ciBtoin, forbid the 
ems of this order, strictly national,’ being conferred on officers so worthy of 
being decorated with it j ‘ but wishing to give yon, as also your honourable 
companions, a public mark of his -particular esteem, his majesty has com- 
manded a medal to beatiiucl:,' to perpetuatelhe remembrance of this brilliant' 
action, and has ofden^ me to offer to them the only impressions which have 
been struck, except one, n^hieh is placed in the imperial cabinet of Fiewia, In 
fiilfilliag the intentions of his imperial majesty, I beg you, coiisequeicitly, to 
receive for youmelf, dr, and to distribute to the other officers, who, osi the 
memorable i24th of April, i-7§4, fought under your orders, the medals which 
I have delivered to captain Eyan. lhaye the honour to join the assurance' of 
the highest consideration, and have the honour to be, sir, 

. ' ** Your most obedient humble servant, 

^ ^«'¥ienna, March Mh, 'ITiS.'"' ' Le Bx, Tiiijgot.’' ' 

To LimU^Vd* AyUttn*''- 




IT is om: purpose under this head in erecuie a tmh veiy mueJi w&rfmj^ f!mt of 
fjirmpaafmpktemiiectwnofTim 'hiv^^ of ' the Gekat Captains of Mo-' 
i>ERN I’lisiMHiN. fur m 7’especls Trmice this has been aireadp exeruied hf 
Mraniomc, hni; we hare no EnpHsU Wriler who has attempted it The. muter'mk 
of ikese .hires wiH he as f&limm .v I, Where; the snhjeets tfmmmites imm left Iheir 
own Memoirs^ ikep simii be phen mfalL ' 2. Where these iJim hare heem wrktem 
hf am/ author of mtikorUfjt the/p mil likewise he given infdf-^meh work heirig 
iranshkd or reprmted* S* In weint of suck wiatermls, the host taili. be seUckd 
from ike ammis mS wiemoirs of the age in wkiek theg.llmL 


THE LIFE OF JOHN' DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 


BOOK Y. : 

CONTAINING THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE YEAR 1708'. ' . 

( Continued from our last,) 

The duke of Marlborough departed from the Hague tlie 22d: aiicl 
these priiices had so well concerted their aieasiiresj- that oh the 26tlitliey 
met within two leig'ues o-f Hunover, and arrived there.. together. Thej 
alighted at the British envoy^s, and .his grace Avent a few minutes; after 
to court, and had aodieiiee of the elector. Prince Eugene did the same 
some time after; and the ceremonial of the audiences of the electoral 
family being over^ they had the same evenin.g a long conference wdth the 
elector, who would not suffer them to lodge any where else than in the 
palace. They ccutinued their conferences the 27th and 28th, wherein 
they concerted every thing for the.: campaign. The 29th prince' Eugene 
set out forLipsick, to confer, with kiu-g .Augustus, who was come thithe.r 
on purpose from Dresden the 27th- , His highness arrived there the Ist 
of May, and having finished .his negotiations set out the next day for 
Yiepnci. He, coiidiided a treaty .with., king: Augustus for. a body of his 
forces, and removed the diffieidties-which had obstructed, the negotia-: 
lions of the' envoys of the electors . of Mentz- and. Brunswick. 

The duke of Marlborough made but a short stay at llaaover after prince 
Eugene; for, his grace s.et out the^ SOth of April, and arriATd at tlse 
Hague the 3d’ of May.; His grace communicated to., the states the reso-^ 
lutlous taken at l-Janover;, aud'. hatnug concerted soniejiirther measures 
for the opening of the campaign, set out the 7th for Ghent, where having 
review!^ the British forces,., he de.parted- for Brussels, anci' arrived ....there 
the I Mb, being every where received with all possible marks of respect, , 
Hawing conferred with M. 4*- An verquerque, his grace gave orders for 
the troops to. march the 20th to^ Anderfecht near Brussels, 

■The French, talked; of peace this. year, as they used to do at the open«» 
ing of every campraigu;. awh their 'agents were busy every where to sow 
mistrust amongst, the allies, ■ Holland being aTree country, where all 
people resort, it w.as there chiefly;, that these emissaries were at work, pad 
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^Siscovered theiissel^es more opealy thaa ia other parts. They magnifi-« 
ccl the forces ofthe'French king, the impossibility of driving king Philip 
out of Spaios and at the same time extolled to the skies the sincere 
desire of his most Christian majesty for peace. All this had no other 
effect 00 the allies, who knew the insincerity of Lewis XIV, than to 
make them more vigorous in the prosecution of the war, , ^ The Dutcli 
troops, the Prussians, and the Hanoverians, began to form the army the 
23d, between Anderlecht and Gaesbecli, from whence they marched the 
26th. to Billingheii, where his grace took up his quarters. The British 
troops, and others from Flanders, joined there the army. The duke of 
Veodome, being informed of these motions, began to form his army the ' 
25th, and the next day encamped at Soignies, where the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the duke of Berry, and the chevalier deSt. George, joined them® 
The 2§th, the confederate army made a motion, and marched the light 
to Herfelingen, and the left to Hal! and Tulise, the head quarters being 
at St. Renelio. This brought the two armies , pretty near, and gave 
hopes of a sudden engagement; but the expectations of the allies were 
frustrated for that time. 

On the 3ist, the duke received advice, that the enemy had sent for 
their heavy baggage; that it was actually returned to their camp, and 
that they had foraged for two days ; from whence it was conjectured^ 
that they did not intend to march the next day, as some deserters had 
reported. The generals resolved thereupon to send the army to forage 
next morning, and the foragers went out accordingly before break of 
day : but, an hour after, advice came, that the enemy had sent back 
their baggage to Mons, and decamped about 1 1 without any noise, 
marching towards Nivel le. His grace’s foragers were immediately recall- 
ed with the signal of three guns ; and, that no time might be lost, the 
infantry marched first of all about noon from St. llenello, and were 
followed by the cavalry. About four they formed 4 columns, intending 
to encam{3 the right towards Anderlecht, and the left to Lake : but upon 
advice that the enemy had not encamped at Nivelle, but had continued 
their march by Bois Signeur Isaac to Brain la Lieu, his grace judged 
that they could not have any other design than to post themselves on the : 
bank^ of the Dyle, to binder him from passing that river, and seize Lou- 
vain; which' was the very same project that the Duke of Vendome had ■" 
framed the preceding y^ear; whereupon his grace thought fit likewise to - 
continue his march all the night long, as the only means to prevent the 
enemy. , 

June the 'Sd, ' in the afternoon, the allies arrived in the camp at Ter- ■ 
bank, very much fatigued by the long march they had made, and the 
continual rains for •24 hours . together. The French, having notice of : 
this expeditious march, did not think fit to advance farther than Geiiapj,^ 
and encamped, with their right to that place, and their left to Brain la. 
Lieu. • The regiment of dragoons of Waleff, coming'from A eth, joined 
the confederate army, which was likewise reinforced with: a battalion of 
Ela: from Lean, ■ The duke of M'arlfaotough look up fais :quarters in the 
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abbey of Terbaokj and tlie fleld-marslial d’Auverqu-erqiie In the suburbs 
of Lonvain. , Both armies continued here some weeks in the same camp ; 
and .notliirig’ happened, except skirkmishes between parties, which do 
not deserve to be mentioned in history. But this neighbourhood oc- 
casioning' a great desertion on. both sides .{for encouraging the queei/s 
isttbjects to .return to their colours) the duke ®f, Marlborough caused a 
proclamation, to be published, promising -pardon to all whO' should so 
return, and threatening with death those who did not. 

On the dth of J uly, at II in the morning, his grace received advice, 
that the - French had taken possession of the city of Ghent, between 5 
and 6 .in the morning. A detachment . of their troops, ■ commanded 
by the brigadiers ia Faille and Pasteur, advanced before break of day 
near that place, and sent $ or 6 soldiers, pretending to be deserters, who 
being -admitted into the town, at the opening of the gates, amused - the 
watch, consisting of the militia, in telling them stories of the uiarch of 
the French army. This gave time to 5 or § other pretended- deserters ' 
to come in, and almost at the same time brigadier la Faille arrived, with 
several more men. That gentleman having been some time before high 
bailiff of that city, had a great interest in it ; and being arrived, com- 
manded the militia today down their arms, and admit the French troops; 
which was done accordingly , without, any opposition. They summoned 
the magistrates at the town-house, wherein the brigadier caused a pardon 
for the inhabitants to be ready, whereby they were promised to be inalo- 
tained in their privileges and irnmanities. They summoned the governor 
of the castle to surrender ; but be would not, and declared, that he would 
-defend the place to the last extremity.' 

Major-general Murray, with two English regiments of foot, and a 
Spanish regiment of dragoons of colonel d’ Audigoies, being posted at 
Marienkerke, eocleavoiired to throw a reinforcement into the castle of 
Ghent, but was prevented, and had 3 men killed awl some wounded : 
whereupon he retired to Sas van Ghent,-' where he found the deputies of 
the states for the affairs of Flanders; with 'whom he^had a conference, to 
advise what was to be done in the present conjuncture. This surrender 
alarming the allies, the,- governor of Sas tho.ught fit to reinforce the garri- 
son of the Red-House with 50 men, and the deputies countermanded 
the march of the .regiment of Elberfeldt, which was advancing to Elkolo. 
Major--general Murray . posted his troops under ..the cannon' of fort Leo- 
poldus ; but the next morning received orders from the duke of Marl- 
borough to eiideavour to join major-general Bothmar, who was detached 
.from the great .army, with 3. regiments of dragoons, and one of horse. 
He passed accordi.ngly the canal ; but receiving advice from M. Botbmar, 
.that their conjunction was, impracticable, be returned the 7th to his for- 
mer post. The deputies , gave,; in -the 'mean time, several orders for 
securing the posts tliat were most exposed. ,. The garrison of the fort of 
the Red-House was farther reinforced with lOD men, and a suffieieut 
c|imntity of provisions and, -ammunition. Two hundred dragooivs of the 
; Yoi.* IV. No,. 23. : A D 
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regiment d*Au.(Jifnies., wem’detaclied for seeiiriixg .the .lines .of Biervliet, 
arid 40 were sent to Hulst# 

Tile city of Bruges surrezidered the6tb .to the eneiii 5 ’'s without cifferii}..g 
any resistance; but made a sortofcapitulatioo^ wherein the Sieur Bnel,, 
receiver of the contributions, and his comptroller Volm,f'i% were included*. 
It was thought fit upon this advice, to reinforce the .garrisoo ofBaiiime 
with all the troops that. were in Sloyce, except. 50 me.n ;:;an.d .the same 
eveuing his grace received advice, that that place was, to be iiiTested* 
The governor of the castle of Ghent, despairing of being relieved., thought 
fit to surrender that place upon. hono.arable terms,, and delivered .one 
of the gates the Sth i.n the mo.riiio,g* The .French soldiers very ra.iicli 
abused the English that wf€re..Jn Ghent,, and pkindered niost. of theiiii, 
which their officers might easily have prevented* 

As the pardo.n, publi.shed in Ghent, by brigadier La Faille, bore date 
the I2lh of May, it shewed that this design was of a long standing, , end 
not the eflhct of sudden measures iaken by the French generals* . The 
deputies of the states received advice, that .some of the emiaeiit burgh- 
:tn were- concerncd therein, and' that the design of betraying Antwerp 
■to the enemy., wbich was .happily discovered in -May, was to take effect ■ 
after the seizing of Ghent, and grounded thereu|>om These intrigues 
-were probably the chief motives' which obliged, on a sodden, the French 
Ling to appoint the duke of 'Biirg.undy to'comriiand his army in 4he 
■Netherlands ; for the design taken ■effect, that young prince, accord- 

ing to the French custom, would ha've been cried up as -the ablest 
general ill- the world. 

The enemy having been obliged to quit tlieir camp of Brain la Lieu, 
.for supporting their i'ntendecl con quests, the duke of Marlborough 'de-» 
..camped, likewise from Terbank. ."He passedfhe canal the 5th of July 
in '4 columns, and encamped .with his left at Ariderlecht, .and his -right 
at the mill de.Tomberg-; where, heari-ng of the eiiemieB’ intelligence in 
Ghent, and of their. -detachment, his .grace sent 4 regiments of dragoons 
to '©-en-dermoncl, 'to have .-prevented -the designs of' the Freneli upon that 
town, but they -came too late. That same: day the French passed the 
Senile at Hal! and Tubise, and were passing at the mill of Goicke tili 
night, within a league of our right wing, which came very 'late into 
its camp. Thearmy having made a long march through difficult ways, it 
was not possible to attack the enemy that night. 

The Oih, in the morning, the confederate army was drawn up its 
battle, the greatest part of-the horse and having been brought to 
the right in the night. Theenerny had the whok night, with all possible 
diligence, passed over the Deader through the town of Niiiove, and over 
-bridges which were made near it for that purpose ; so that the detach* 
ment, sent to attack their rear-guard, came too late to find an? thing 
but their small baggage, audflie detachment that guarded it. Major- 
General Thiilenberg and Bir Eiehard Temple, with ten squadrons and 
five- battalions, heat the escort, and took a great deal of baggage. Their 
detachment was sustained by MajoivGeneral Duveene, with iCi iquadrons 
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more* That night, the duke of Maiiborougli eucarapec! at Asc1k\ The 
aimp exteiitleci itseif from above Alost to Sehillebillie on tlie 
Hcheld. i'b'iiice Eugene arrived at Aselie, having left his horse atiVIac- 
s^triclit The next day the army eontioued at Asclie : A regulation was 
made for the baggage, and pioneers were sent out on every side to make 
ways, ’ ' : . ■ ' 

The 8th, being Sunday., the duke of Marlborough was very ill of a 
violent feverish ' distemper, but was much better towards the evening® 
Orders were given, daring the indisposition of his grace, at M'.d’Auveiv 
querq lie’s quarters. There vvere four battalions sent in to reinforce the 
garrison of Brussels; and eight squadrons, and as many battalions, 
ordered away with major-general Cadogaa and the qua.rter-masters, to 
make the ways. 

The §tli, the army marched in four columns by the left all the horse 
of the right' wing in one column on the right, the horse of the left' in a 
column 00 the left, and the foot of both lines breaking in the middle in 
two columns in the centre. The Earl of Albemarle was left witli all 
the grenadiers of the army, and 30 squadrons, to make the rear-guard, 
in case the enemy should have made any movement towardsTlrussels. 

This morning, the duke of Mariborough heard that the cletacbments of 
700 men from Aeth, Coiirtvay, and Menin, were safely got into Oiule-* 
oarde, and that brigjidier Chanclos, who had likewise 'Bung himaelf into 
the town, was not in any apprehension for the safely of it, Waleff’s 
dragoons were likewise to be in the town this morning from Aeth, whither 
tliey had been sent from Asche for' that end. The regiilatimi touching 
the baggage was exactly observed, and the ways being well made, the 
army inarched in beautiful order, and with prodigious expedition, Tire 
head had passed Herfeiinghen, which is above 5 leagues from Asche^ 
before ii o’clock. The lines perfectly closed up without straggling or 
any thing left behind. The duke of Marlborough gave orders for the 
army to pitch their tents just in their march, fronting towards the enemy® 
The French, who were far from expecting thattlie.diikeofAlaribo- 
roi'igh’s army was able to make such a march, did not beat their geoerale 
till three in the afternoon,' reckoning themselves sure of the camp of 
Lessines, in which they designed to cover the siege of Oiidenarde, which 
they .had invested this iiiornlng, their artillery being ready .at Toiiriiay® 
; At seven the retreat was beat, which was the signal for striking tite tenl&g 
and uiarching immediately. The array marched all night, iiud major- 
geueial Cadogaii, with hi€ detachment, having taken post aud made 
bridges over the^Deuclcr Lessines, the army began to pass at eleven 
o’clock on Tuesday the 10th, '.and 00011111104 their march to the camp 
on the other side. The rivulet that falls into the Bender, below the 
camp of Lessines, is what makes the strength of that situation. The 
eiieiny finding’ themselves disappointed of this 'camp, left their route to- 
wards the camp of Lessines, in which they had marched several hours, 
and faced towards Gavre, to pass the Scheld there. ■. . , 
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Wednesday morning, the lltli, news came that the enemy had quitted 
Oiidenarde. Brigadier Chanclos charged their rear-guard with WalelF’s 
dragoons; and major-general Cadogan was sent with 1§ battalions and 
8 . squadrons, to make the ways and bridges at Oodenarde. The army 
Began to march at eight o* clock by the left, still in four columns, as it 
had encamped. After the news came of the enemies being still passing 
at Gavre, and that there were hopes of coming to action, the army 
marched with so great expedition, that the head was, at two o’ clock in 
the afternoon, at thebridgesover which the 1 6 battalions that were with 
major-general Cadogan were then passing.' The eight squadrons, and 
the quarter-masters, with major-general . Raiitzau, were . posted on an 
eminence behind the rivulet that runs into the Scheid- They saw a 
great many French squadrons drawn upon the plain, on the other side 
the rivulet; and the march of the French army being directed towards 
their right, they had tlung 7 battalions of foot into Heaiirne, through 
which the highway runs along the Schelii The rivulet is marshy, and 
hardly passable for horse, though very narrow. These appearances made 
it uncertain, whether their true design was to hinder the duke of Marlbo- 
tough’s passing the Scheld, or to gain their own lines between Lisle and 
Tournay, which the)^ might expect to have time enough to do. For they 
could by no means imagine such a vast army could march five leagues ia 
a very close country, have their ways made, pass a great river, and give 
them disturbance, all in one day. 

About three o’ clock, the French cavalry in that plain, before our 
advanced-guards, began to disappear, taking their march towards their 
own right. Tnen major-general Cadogan, who, between 3 and 4, with 
12 of tile l6 battalions, had passed the bridge, attacked the village of 
Heaurne with such bravery (brigadier Sabine, with bis brigade being at 
the head) that they soon made themselves masters of the village; in which 
were 7 B rench battalions, three of which were taken entire, as was the 
greater part of the other four. 

Immediately after, major-general Rantzaii, at the head of the 8 squa- 
drons, witli the quarter-masters, passed the rivulet, and advanced into the 
plain, where the French horse had been drawn up between the villages 
of Rotze and Mullon. A great many squadrons of their rear-guard still 
passing through that plain, the 8 squadrons, with the quarter-masters,, 
being formed into squadrons, attacked them with great vtgoiir, and drove 
them into the close. ground and,d,he higliway that led into the march of 
tlKdr own army. Here it was that the prince, electoral of Hanover (now 
king of Ctreat-Bntain) distinguished birnselb charging with his sword in 
his hand at the head of a squadron of Buku’sxlragooi'is. liis horse was 
shot under him ; and’ colonel Luscky, who cooiiiianded the squadron, wa$' 
killed, lighting bravely by him. Lieutenant-general Shullembergh, and 
.several other volunteps,. behaved themselves with great spirit, aod led up 
the, squadrons. Here the French regiment 'of La Bertosche, and several' 
other regiments, were entirely broke. The colonel La Bertosche, being 

dangerously wounded, was.. taken ; as ’winT.Bianybther^o with 12 
•tandards and kettle-drums. ' (To/k contimeclj 
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mi- 

OFFICIAL NARRATIVES 

OF THE 

CAMPAIGNS OP BIJONAPAIITE5 

Being a Complete Collection of the whole of the Bulletins 

PUBLISHED BY BEONAPAETE, FROM IHS FIRST CAMPAIGN AS GeNE- 

RAL IN Chief IN Italy 179^,' to his Abdication. ■ 

JT is the wdi kmwn n^pinion of some of our ablest Generals, that ike Fremk 
ietins of BMonaparte coniam the most eoynphte practical lessons of modern, toarfarep 
mid With a dm allowance for some exaggeration, include the fullest narraUm of 
the most meimraUe campaigns, on record. A wish, therefore, has often been ex*- 
pressed that tkep loere all published in one form, so as to form a portable manual 
m well for future reference as for present studp. H is our present purpose 
efect this. In ikis, and in the foilotoing numbers of the Chronicle, we shall 
nccordinglp give ' a complete collection of the whole of the Bulletins pnhltshed. ' by 
Buonaparte, This collection was commenced in the frst Number of this Second 
Series of the 3Iilitarp Chronicle*; and these Bulletins are no where to be found but 
m the Moniieur and in the Military Chronicle., We conceive U tinnecessary 
point out ike utility of having them thus complete, and in a form always accessible- 
for history and reference. 

CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA IN 1822 . 

THIRD BULLETIN, (conthmetl) 

Kowno, June 26th , 18 If* 

ON tlie 24tli (June), tlie Emperor proceeded to Kowno. 

Marshal the Prince of Eckmuhl pushed forward his head-quarters to Roiim* 
cliicki, and the King of Naples to Eketanoui. 

During the whole of the 24th and f5th, the army was dealing by the bridges* 
III the cweiiiog of the 24th, the Emperor caused a new bridge to be thrown 
over the Wilia opposite Kowno, and directed Marshal .the Duke of Reggio 
to pass it with the second corps. The Polish light-horse of the Guards crossed 
the river by swimming. Two men were drowning, when they %vere picked 
up by two swimmers of the 26th light infantry. Colonel Gueheneue having 
imprudently exposed himself to afford them assistance, had nearly fallen a 
sacrifice himself: a swimmer of his regiment saved him. 

On the 25th, the Duke of Elehingen pushed on to Kormelon: the King of 
Naples advanced fo Jigmoroui. The enemy's light troops were driven in, and 
pursued on every side. 

' On the 26t!i, Marsha! the Duke of Elchingen arrived at Skoroule. The 
light divisions of cavalry covered the whole plain to within ten leaguesof 

Wiliia. 

Marshal the Duke of Tarentum, who commands the 10th corps, composed 
in part of the Prussians, passed the Niemen.on the 24th, at Tilsit, and moved 
upon liossicna, in order to' clear the ’ right bank of that river, and to protcci 

the iiavagation. 

Marshal the Duke of Belluno, commanding the ninth corps, and; having mil- 
der Ids orders the divisions Fleudelet,' Lagrange, Durutte|. and ParloiineayXr 
occupies the country 'l^etweeii the Elbe and tlie Oder* . 
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Tlie Cyeiieral of 'Division;. Count Bapp,' Crove.riior' of Daiitzic, lias under 
orders the division Daendek. ■ 

The (jencral of Division Count Hogeridorp is Governor of Koiiigsberg. 

Tlic Ensperor of Russula is at Wilna with Ms guards^ and one pari of his army 
occupying Roiiikontoui and Novtroki. 

The fi-ussian General Bagawout, commaiKling t!ie secoiici corps, and a part 
of tli€ Russian army, having been cut off from Wihm, had no other means' of 
^aft^y than by proceechng’ towards the Dw'i'M, 

The Niemeii is uavigable_for vessels of two or three liiindred tons, as far as 
Kowno . The corntBurncations by vraler are also secured as for as Dantzic, and 
with tlic Vistula, the Oder, add the- Elbe; An hiimeose supply of brandy, 
Hour, anti bisctiif, is passing' from Dantzic and Konigsberg towards Kowno^ 
The IVIlfo, wh'id'i flows by Wilna, is navigable for very small boilfs fi-oiii 
Rowno to Wilna, ^ Wilna, the .capital of Lithuania, is, also the chief town of 
all Polish Russia-, The Emperor of Russia has been for several month-sin this 
city with a part of his Court. The possession of this place will be the first 
fhiU of tneior?/^ Se'veral Cossack officers, and officers- charged with dispatches, 
have been captured, by the light cavalry. - 


FOURTH . BULLETINi 

Wn.N,A, Jmie SO, 1819. — On the 97th the Emperor, arrived at the adyanced 
■posts at two in the afternoon, and put the army in motion for the purpose of 
approaching Wiliia, and attacking the Russian army at day-break of the 2Stlj, 
should it wish to defend Wilna, or retard its .capture, in .orderto save the im- 
mense magazines which it had there. One Russimn division occupied Troki, 
and another division was on the heights of Traka. 

At day- break of the 28th, the King of Naples put -himself in motion with the- 
advanced guard, and the light cavalry of General Count Bruyeres. The Mar- 
shal Prince of Eckmuhl supported him with his corps. The B,«ssiaos every- 
where retired. After exchanging .some cannon-shot, tliey crossed the Wilia 
in ail haste, burned the wooden b-ridgoof Wilna, and set fire to immense ina- 
gaziues, valued at many millions of rubles : more than '150,000 c|tfintals of flour, 
mi immense supply of, forage and of oats, and .a gresit mass of articles, of cloth- 
ing, w'ere burned.. , A -great quantity of arms, in 'which Russia 'Is in general 
deficient, and of warlike stores, was,d-estroyed ai'id thrown into the Wilia. 

At miil-day_ the Emperor enterodAViina* At three o’clock the bridge over 
the Wilia was re-estabiisiicd- All the carpenters of the city repaired to it with 
zeal, and constructed a bridge, w-hile the po,ntoneers at the same time .con- 
ftructed another. 

The division Bruyeres followed the enemy by the left bank- In a slight afo 
fair with Iheir rear, about, eighty .-carriages were, taken from the Russians. 
There were some me.n killed and, wounded j among the latter is the Captain 
of Hussars, Segur. ..The .Polish light-horse of the Guard made a charge on 
the right bank of the , Wilia, put.to ro'ut,.. pursued, and made prisoners aeon- 
aidcnible number of 'Cossacks. 

On the 25th, the Duke of Reggio had crossed the Wilia, by a bridge thrown 
over near Kowno. On the 26th he marched upon Javou, and on the 27th, on 
Cindouh This mo^'ement obliged the, Prince of Witfgenstein, Commandant 
of tile first corps of the Russian array, to evacuate all Samogitia, and the co-un* 
try lymg between Kowno and the sea j and to retire upon Wilkomir^ after 
obtaining a reinforcement of two vegiraeiits of the guards. 
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On I he <28tli a reucouiiter took place,- The Marshal iliike of leggio fount 
the enemy tlrawii up opposite Beveltovo, A. caiusoiiadiiig coninifuiced 5 the 
enemy was driven from one position to another;- and passed llie bridge willi so 
Biiidi prccipiMiotb that he could hot set-ire to it .He lost 800 prisoners^ 
among whom were several olieers,- and abmit IGO .killed, or wounded. Our 
loss amounts to about 50 men. 

'The Duke of Reggio praises the : brigade of light cavalry, commanded hj 
Cteneral Baron Castex, and the IMli -regiment of light infantry, coiiiposed en- 
tirely of Freiichmcii from the depirtmeiits beyond the Alps. The young Ho- 
man conscripts have shown a great deal of iiitrepklity. 

The enmiy set ire to his grand magariiie at Wilkomir. .Up .to the last hki- 
nients tin: iniiabitaiifg were pillaging some barrels .of fiour; we succeeded in 
recovering a parr of it 

Oil tiic; 'iplh, the Duke of Ekhiiigen threwa bridgeover the Wilia opposite 
Soiiderva. Some €oh,i»iiisreceivecla direction- of -march by the roads of Grodno 
auc! Voiiiyiiiii, for the purpose of com-ing up with various Hussiaii corps that 
were cut off end seal terod. ■ ■■ ■ . .: 

Wilim is n city couiaiuing from- Q 5 -to SO , 000 souls, wdth a groat number of 
,€on?eiii?J, fine public bniidiiuj^s, and inhabitants full of patriotism.. Four -or 
five hundred young men of l!ie University, above eighteen, and belonging to 
.the bestfaiuilies, Inive req-uegteddo-form a^.reg-iment. 

The enemy is .retirinf- upon the .Dwina, A ..g--reaf-,i-j umber of Officers .of tl«* 
Staff and of eslafetles are daily falling into our hands.- We are obtaining 
.proofs of tlK:; exaggeration of all. lliat Russia has published -witli regard to, the 
im-me-nsity of ■l.ie.r means. Only two battalions to .eadi reg-imeiit are with, the 
army : tlie third battalions, the statemerits of tiie sitoalion of w-lucli have 
found in l-he intercepted correspondence .ef theOfficers.of the -regiment. depots, 
,,ilo„..no,t in .general -awount -to --.more.'-thmr .120 or 200 men. 

The Court- set -off from Wjiii.a. 24 -'hburs.--a.fter .being apprised of mir passage 
at Kowno. Samogitia, and Lithuania, are almost entirely liberated* Tlie 
miii'dkathm of Bagrathion towards the .-North, ' has very much weakeued'the 
troops which were to defend Voi-hyida. .. ■ - 

The King of Westphalia, with the .corps ef Prince Poniatowsky,.. and tin® 
7tli and, Sth corps, must have entered ' Grodno o-iv -the ' 99 lh» 

Different columns have set outdo Ml upon- thefianks of the corps of Bagra- 
ihioii, which, onr.theSOth, received orders to proeeetl by- forced marches from 
Proiijaiioui tow,ards Wiina, and-,. the head of which' had nlmady arrived-.,, w-fthtn 
four day’s, march of the hitter, city 5 but events have forced it to retreat, and It 
is now pursued. 

iiitlierto the campaign has not been' sanguinary ; there. have been only ma- 
emnvresi we have made in all 1000 prisoners. -But the enemy has already 
lost the capital and the greater part of, -the Polish provinces, which were in a 
state of insurrection. All the magazines, of the first, second, and tliird liiw, 
the result of two years’ care, ^anci valued at more thair^O millions rubles, 
are consumed by tiie Haines, or fallen -into, our power. In fine, tlie haad-qiitr* 
tens of the French array areirathe place-where llie Court wasfor.-six weeks. 

Ainidst the great number of intercepted letters, the following are remark- 
able : the one from the intend-ant-of the Russian army, who coniiiiiiiilcates, 
that Russia liaviiig already lost all .her magazines of the first, second, and third 
lines, is red^ca^d to the isitiiatioii of form-ing new ones in all haste; the _ other 
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from Duke Alexander of'Wurtemberg, which shews, that after a campaign 
of a few days, the provinces of the centre are already declared io a state of war. 

In the present situation of things, had. the Russian army believed that they 
Jmd any chance of victory, the defence of Wihia would have been equivalent 
to a battle 5 and in all coiiiitries, but particularly in that where we now arCj, 
the preservation of a triple line of magazines should have determined a gene.- 
ral to risk the chances of it, 

MaacBuvres, then, alone have placed in the power of the French army a 
■ considerable portion of the Polish provinces, the capital, and three iiries of ma- 
gazines. The magazines of Wilna were set on fire with so much precipitation^ 
that we have been able to save a great many things, 

FIFTH BULLETIN. 

WsLNA, 6^/i, 1812 . — ^The Russian army was posted and organised hi 
■the following manner, at the commencement of hostilities : — 

The first corps, commanded by Prince Wittgenstein, consisting of the 5th 
and I4t!i divisions of infantry, and one division of cavalry, amounting in the 
whole to 18,000 men, including artillery and sappers, had been a considerable 
time at Chawli, It had since occupied Eossiena j and was, on tlie 24th of June, 
at Reydanoui. 

The second corps, commanded by General Bagawout, consisting of the 4tli 
am! 3 7tli divisions of infantry, and one division of cavalry, constituting the 
same force, occupied Kowno. 

The third corps, commanded by General Schomaloff, composed of the first 
division of grenadiers, one division of infantry, and a division of cavalry,, 
amounting to 24,000 men, occupied NovtrokL 

. The fourth corps, commanded by General Tutschkoff, composed of the I Ith 
and 23d divisions of infantry, and one of cavalry, — ^in the whole 18,000 men, 
was stationed on the line from Novtroki to Lida, 

The Imperial Guards were at Wilna. 

The sixth corps, commanded by General Doctorow, consisting of two divi- 
jionsof infantry, and one of cavalry, amounting to 38,000 men, had formed a 
part of the army of Prince Bagrathion. In the middle of June, this corps ar- 
rived at Lida from Volhynia, in order to reinforce the first army. It lay, at 
the end of June, between Lida and Grodno. 

The fifth corps, composed of the second division of grenadiers, of the I2tli, 
38th, and 26th divisions of infantry, and two divisions of cavalry, wuas, on thft 
^^Oth, at Wolkowisk. Prince Bagrathion commanded this corps, which-^ might 
probably amount to 40,000 men. 

Lastly, the 6th and 15th divisions of infantry, and a division of cavalry, com* 
manded by General Markow, was at the extremity of Volhynia. 

The passage of the-Wilia, which took place on the 25th of June, and the 
movement of the Duke of Reggio upon' Janow, and. towards , Chatoiil, obliged 
llie corps of Wittgenstein to proceed towards Wilkomir and on its left; and 
the corps of Bagawout 'to make for Dunabourg by Mouchnicki and Gedroitse. 
These two corps were thus cut off from Wilna. 

hi cmiinwd^J 

J. BdVISf Charlotte^ ' ■ 

Mh&mshuT^, 


THE 


ROYAL 

MILITARY CHRONICLE; 

Oil 

BRITISH OFFICER S 


MONTHLY REGISTER, CHRONICLE, AND MILITARY 

:\IENTOR. 

FOR APRIL, isiG, 


CONTENTS. 


M I LITAKY correspondence 

Coiiectioiis and Memorials of the Battle 
of Waterloo, and Regiments and Offi- 
cers concerned, 397 

-Account of Cromer, concluded, 407 

Account of Kinsale concluded, 4 l 6 

MILITARY BIOGEAFHY.—Memoir 
of the .Duke of Wellington, continu- 
ed, 417 

ORIGINAL LETTERS written by Of- , 
fleers during the seYcral Cam|»aigns in 
Portugal and Spain, arranged apeord- 
ing to the Campaigmi. — Letters during 
the Campaign in Spain in I809, 433 

ORIGINAL NARRATIVE of the Bat- 
lie of Waterloo, from the French, c.on- 
timied, 439 

ORIGINAL MEMORIALS of the Pnb- 
lie and Private Life of Frederic, of 


Prussia.— Old Age, Infirmities, and 
Death of Frederic, 445 

HISTORY of the WAR in SPAIN am! 
PORTUGAL. Translated from the 
French of General Sarraziu, continued, 

451 

The .HISTORY of the WAR from the 
year 1792 to 1814 — Campaign of 1793 
continued, 459 

The LIVES of the GREAT CAPTAINS 
of MODERN HISTORY— The Life 
of John Duke of Marlborough conti- 
nued, 465 

OFFICIAL NARIlFri VESof the Cam- 
paigns of Buonaparte,— Campaign hi 
Russia in 1812 — Fifth Bulletin coo* 
tiuued, 471 5 6 th, 473 


LONDON^^ 

PEIHTED .Bf : roli military OHRONICJL® a KB., military 

CLASSICS :4fFI 0E, 14, CHARLOTTE-STREET, BLOOMSBURY, ,A2t.» TO 
BE HAH' OF ALL THE B0OKSELLERS*i«»«*18l€. 



NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


BY favour of one of our earliest Correspondents, we are enabled to 
restore an original Title in our workj — that of Original Military Cor- 
pondence,’* which we had been compel led for a long time to omit; the 
greater part of our earlier Correspondents having fallen in the battles of 
their country, and others being removed to stations whence we can only 
hope to hear from them once or twice in the year. We have to request® 
therefore, the contributions of officers under this Title, and they will 
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of ill-finished and ill-engraved Plates, which we should be compelled to 
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what frequent injury, we were obliged to sustain when we were under 
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9. A JOURNALof the THREE DAYS of the BATTLE of WATERLOO, 

being My own Personal Joiinial of what I saw, and of the events in which 
I bore a part, in the battle of Waterloo and retreat to Paris. By an Eye- 
Witness. Translated from the French. Price 5^. 

3. The Fifteenth Number of B’Aiiyille’s Atlas and Geography of the Antienfj 
(which concludes that valuable work), price 6d. 

4. The Third Journal of the Campaigns of the Duke of Wellington In the 
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ORIGINAL MILITARY CORRESPONDENCE. 

©olUrtfons anJy JJleinoriaIjs 
OF THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO, 

EFGIMENTS AND OFFICERS CONCEENED, 

Having tlie orclinarj anxiety to visit a Held so justly tlie tlie«ie 
of every Poet and Travelierj — a field where the Battle of Europe was 
fought and won by the steady gallantry of Englislmienj I left England 
for liaiijsgate in the summer of 1816 ; embarked at Ramsgate for Ost- 
end, and having a favourable wind, and a quick passage, was in sight of 
the Belgic coast on the morning following that of rny embarkation. As 
the day advanced the bouses of the town of Ostend shewed themselves. 
We waited impatiently for the hoisting of the Rag at the end of the 
wooden pier, the ordinary signal for the tide being convenient for 
entering that dangerous harbour. 

This signal was at length given, and we rapidly approached OsteiKl. 
Its houses, roofed with tiles, give it an English character; the boatmen 
who joined our crew were open-faced, well dressed, and well made 
fellows, and the women were good-looking and simply dressed. The 
harbour was full of English transports, and there were many of our sol- 
diers on the beach and ramparts. ' The people w'ereso attached to them 
that the very uniform of a British officer was a passport to their kind- 
ness and confidence. The guards at the town-house we found to be 
British troops, and the market-place was filled with our soldiers. The 
town, in a word, had so little of any thing peculiar, that 1 have nothing* 
to add to the former account of it, I was, therefore, glad when the bout 
of our departure came. The' ordinary method of travelling is by the 
Schuyt or Boat to Bruges, which town is distant from Ostend twelve 
miles. It was a beautiful summer evening when we started from a lock 
about a mile from Ostend. The beauty of the weather, the luxuriance 
of the fields' and orchards, and the cheerful spirits of a very respectable 
'company, made the passage 0611 ghtful, and at the rate of nearly 

five miles an hour, and every mile presented us with a laiidacape equally 
rich and new. The opulent -vest of the fields, exuberant in the fatness 
of their own produce,, and lying low under the weight of their own rich- 
ness,— the frec|iient 'appearance of -snug,, happy-looki ng houses,— -the oc- 
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casiona! view of sturdy^ simple, and well-fed peasant?, carrying tlieir 
iisliing rods and filled baskets, composed altogether a scene of the most 
tranquil eojoyment. 

We arrived at Bruges late in the evening, and after a short walk from 
the canal, accompanied by the usualsuite of porters, coachmen, and ca-* 
briole drivers, who wait the arrival of the packet boat, we reach the first 
out-work of this fortified place. A second soon presented itself, and 
lastly came the heavy town gates, leading through the massive walls 
which formed the third line of the triple defence. 

Bruges, like most of the towns in the Netherlands, is very large, but 
is not populous in proportion to its extent The houses are spacious 
and lofty but ill-filled. My stay in Bruges was only for an hour or two 
of darkness, so that I must not pretend to describe it. The spire of the 
principal church seemed to be magnificently light and lofty, and this is 
the general character of the churches in this quarter. Their architec- 
ture is Gothic and very imposing. 

When supping at the hotel here, our host came in with a book, io 
which he is compelled to enter, every day, the name, age, profession, 
abode,— the place coming from, and the place going to of each of his 
guests. This list is sent every twenty-four hours to the police. I found 
it full of the names of every rank and age of my coiintryraeo, all crowd- 
ing to Brussels. But the object of all was alike,— the glorious field of 
Waterloo, ’Vaud many had so written it. 

Upon reaching the boat in which we were to go from Bruges to Ghent, 
we found it very inferior to that in which we had come from Ostend. I 
could scarcely make my way into the cabin, — men and women were 
jammed together; some eating out of baskets of provisions, some la- 
bouring hard to get room for their legs. But these annoyances were 
transitory, and forgotten by us all as soon as the morning appeared. 
With the first dawn the boat stopped for half an hour to allow us to take 
coffee in a house of refreshment by the side of the canal* We drank as 
much coffee as we pleased, and had as much of bread and butter, — the 
cost of this breakfast three-pence each. 

Between four and five o’clock the sun struggled to get above the 
round willow trees which enclosed the canal. We passed numerous vil- 
lages which shone in the silver of its early light The inhabitants were 
all up and already at their occupations ; the smoke was rising, from the 
villages; the children were at the doors, and, the dew was waving over 
the grass. ■ The country, was fresh, gay, and beautiful ; the fields rich 
and as it were bossy, and the houses cheerful, clean, and refreshing to 
the imagination.; In an hour or two, as the morning sun advanced, the 
high and florid spire of Ghent rose in the clear blue' horizon. The eye 
was led to it along a stretching line of water, shut in by two rows of trees 
along the banks. 

Upon landing., I found Ghent ireither to surpass nor to fall short of 
what ‘ I expected. . It is a large but ill-peopled town; the houses:, spa- 
cious, substantial, and in raanyi instances elegant, but no stir of business, 
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or cheerful occiipatioo. In a word, it is a true Dutch or Belgic town, 
aoci wl'ieo I have said tliis, I must dismiss it 

From G'lieiit, where I staid only a few hours, I took my place in the 
diligence for Brussels ; 1 found the country greatly to improve as I pro- 
ceeded, and to assume that diversified aspect of hill and dale which con- 
stitutes the charm of all landscape. I was on the outside of the diligence, 
wiiich afforded me a better opportunity for observing^ the country. 

Having gradually reached the top of a long hill, I at length saw Brus- 
sels® Beyond the which lay downwards from wliere we were, we 
behek! a black skirting outline extending along a ridge of high groiiiKL 
What was this,— it could be no other than the Wood of Soignies ; we 
€nt:|uired, and found that it was 80 . 

The first view of the streets of Brussels was most interesting. The 
place seemed in a throng of English, Scotch, Irish, Prussian, Hanoverian, 
and Belgic soldiers, — of officers, and privates, — citizens and military, 
but not one of the line young men loitering througli the city wore un- 
injured ; their gay careless looks were strongly contrasted with their 
shattered arms and legs, and their scarred faces. It was imj>ossibie to 
see them without admiring them, and the ladies of Brussels who were 
walking with them, seemed to do them ample justice. Brussels had the 
general air of a town thrown quite out of its ordinary way. Tlie inha- 
bitants and their visitors seemed all animated by the influence of a vast 
boliday; they mingled with each other as if with an air of inquiry or 
intelligence, and filled the streets and walks as if all possessed by one 
common feeling. It was impossible, however, not to notice the most 
flattering attention which was bestowed upon the English. In the 
bouses of the middle and higher classes the officers of our army were bil- 
leted; many of them young and good-looking, and nearly all of them 
of prepossessing manners. It was indeed new to Brussels, as it would be 
on the continent generally, to find the military behaving as gentlemen, 
and the people accordingly admired what they so little expected. The 
old ladies are incessant in their praises, and the younger ones in their 
smiles and modest reception of the love which is made to them. 

Before 1 quit Brussels, I must say. a few words of the city. The 
country aroiirid it, as I have before said, is extremely picturesque, it is 
beautiful both in nature, and in cultivation. The walk on the. old ram- 
parts presents several most engaging views ; the' landscape has the snug 
happy' look of .English scenery, in which nature is dressed but not .dis-. 
guised by art. The country places of Flanders present evei^y where 
i'lappy pictures ; the peasant and the farmer are evidently in situations 
of great comfort ; and the cottages and fa^rm-houses are abundantly fur- 
nished, with .every convenience,. The farms, being small, are cultivated 
like, so many gardens; but on the other :haud .are not so small, as to ren- 
der the inhabitants poor and miserable. 

Such is the character of the country in the midst of which.".B,rii.sseIs 
'Situated. Interspersed, Imwever, with the, farms : are the iiiagoificent 
fural appendages of a capital, . A. long- alley, between opposite rows of 
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lofty trees stretches for two miles its* shady leogth* The palace of 
Lacken, beautifully situated, is surrotuided by gardens and plantations® 
The memorable forest of Soignies forms a vast skirting along the south- 
ern horizon. 

The upper part of the city of Brussels is very magnificent. The noble 
park forms a feature in the grandeur of its public buildings, it is a 
square of great size, laid out in spacious walks, finely shaded with trees, 
and surrounded by facades of the palaces and bouses of the great. 

Public fountains are dispersed through Brussels. The market-place 
is superbly beautiful, and more particularly the Gothic spire of the Ho- 
tel de Vilie* The cathedral is large and noble-looking. On the whole 
it is certainly a most delightful town, and wil l doubtless again, asforinerly, 
become the occasional resort of all the fashion of Europe. The air is sa- 
lubrious; the country pleasant, and provisions of all kinds (when the city 
is not so crowded) remarkably cheap. The court is neither ostentatious 
nor fastidious ; and the best society is always in the reach of an English 
gentleman. 

Being on the spot, 1 made it my business to inquire into all that was 
here known of the Battle of Waterloo, and I learned some particulare 
©f some interest. 

It was at one o’clock in the morning of the l6th of Jane, 1815, that 
the bugle sounded through the streets of Brussels, summoning every 
soldier to his proper rendezvous. The officers of our army had been in 
a bustle of preparation for the previous hours of the evening. Brussels 
was anxious and agitated through all her hearts and houses. The spec- 
tacle of tlie assembling of the troops is described to have been a most im- 
pressive scene. The light oi a summer morning had begun to streak 
the east with the promise of a beautiful day ; but the candles still con- 
tinned to shine through the windows, a symptom that there had beea 
BO one at rest during the night. The light was scarcely sufficient, be- 
fore the march commenced, to discover faces ; feathers, flags, and ba- 
yonet-poiots, were all that could be seen. They went on and off; 
md gathered and formed, in n hazy obscurity. Mounted. officers 
emerged rapidly from the deep shadows that lay in the distances ; loud 
cries and noises were beard on all sides, but all soon settled into mili- 
tary regularity. The regiments were all on the march, and all was 
gaiety, spirits, and anxious hope of a glorious to-morrow. 

Thfi' Duke- of Wellington remained for some hours in Brussels after 
the troops had quitted it. He at length followed his troops, and the 
bqpes and confidence of all went with him. An officer, whom I spoke 
.with, was in a village procuring some water; the road which the Duke 
took lay through this village. The Duke, dressed in a grey frock-coat, 
and followed by four or five gentlemen in military great coats, came up 
to , him ; he returnedi the officer’s salute, and then suddenly stopt. There 
was a good deal of anxious, not to say troubled, thought, in his counte- 
nance# . He named several regiments to the person whom' he had thus 
met, and asked if anything had been heard of them. "The officer replied ' 
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that he had heard nothing. The Duke hastily pulled out his %¥atch, con-, 
sidered for half a minute, and then, again touching his hat, rode on. 

'When the British came up, tliey found the Bruiiswickers and Bel- 
gians already warmly engaged. Ney,. wlio conuBunded the French 
division opposed to them, was pressing them back, when the British re- 
giments began to arrive one by one. Each, as it arrived, marched di- 
rectly into the held, and took up its position. They became gradually 
engaged according to tire direction given by the enemy to his operations. 
A Scotch regiment was for a considerable time unemployed. The offieerSi, 
who had a complete view of the field, saw the 4‘3d and other battalions 
warmly engaged, and as it was related to me expressed a most passionate 
regret, that themselves would not have the luck of coming into the bat- 
tle. Bui they lamented too soon ; they had the luck, as they termed it, 
to get into the light within a very few hours, and the greater number of 
these fine spirited youths were in cold and silent lifelessiiess before 
the evening. 

Soon after three o’clock, the Duke of Wellington rode into the part 
of the field of battle which is close to the village of Waterloo. He was 
followed by his staff, which w^as not, however, very numerous^. He halted 
a few yards in front of the S2d regiment, and was exposed to a very- 
heavy lire of round and grape shot. He spoke little or nothing; his 
look was that of a man quite cool, but serious, and perhaps something 
anxious. He looked intently at various parts of the field where there 
was firing going on, and often pulled out his watch, as if calculating 
upon the arrival of regiments not yet come up. He said something, one 
of these times, about when the cavalry might be expected. The shot, 
in the meantime, was plunging into, and along the ground, close to 
him. He had not indeed been long on the spot, before the arm of a 
gentleman, with whom he was talking, was carried ofi' by a bail. 

Shortly afterwards, the Duke dismounted from his horse, and causing 
his staff to do the same, sat upon the ground for a short time. The re- 
giments, as they came up, entered the field by the road near which his 
grace was; the balls were perpetually ffying in amongst them, and the 
fire was hot and increasing. The Brunswick cavalry were charged back 
upon this point by the French cuirassiers. The Duke upon this re- 
tired nearer to his own men. The courage of these French dragoons 
was described to be ardent and animated, but as having more spirit than 
steadiness. The cuirassiers were received with a terrible fire as they ap- 
proached the infantry; and meiv and. horses came tumbling down in 
heaps. Some of the cuirassiers, however, made their way to the very 
rear of our lines ; and two or three came back galloping, shouting, and 
brandishing their swords. They received the whole fire of a battalion.. 
I3ne man still kept on bis horse. He had the hardihood to cut with his 
sword at the infantry as he passed. An Hanoverian met him and wound- 
ed him ; he still refused to give up his sword but to an officer ; his ene- 
my was on the point of putting him to deaths when one of our officers 
in teifered and . saved bis 
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The Bake now again took up his old ground. The battle gradnally 
became g’eneral. , An officer belonging to the battalion close behind his 
grace siiddenly observed a large column of French infantry approaching*, 
He exclaimed loudly, — there they are my Lord—^« Yes/’ replied his grace 
calmly, there tliey are indeed/’ And without changing his quiet tone. 

Colonel, you must eliarge/’ The charge was made, and succeeded^ 
but the battalion suffered dreadfully. 

After the battle of Quatre Bras, the army, as is known, in order, to 
keep up its correspondence with the Prussians, was com pel led to retreat 
on the 17th; and it 'need not be disguised, that the iiien were disappoint- 
ed, and in some degree, even disheartened, by this movement. A dan- 
gerous bye- word had gotten amongst them, — that it was useless to attack 
the cuirassiers, as they were proof against sword and ball. It was neces- 
sary for the officers to extinguish the feeling which this began to excite; 
and they effected it by affording the example of the most heroic bravery, 
and persona! exposure of themselves. The Marquis of Anglesea was 
here most conspicuously pre-eminent. Whilst covering the retreat on 
the i 7 th, and being himself in the rear of the last troop of the cavalry, 
he observed a French regiment form across the road to charge, lie in- 
stantly turned round, and alone, galloped back towards the enemy, 
waving bis bat to his soldiers who bad advanced some way on their re- 
treat. Major Kelly, of the horse guards, was the first person to join 
his Lordship at full gallop. The regiment soon came up, and dashed 
pell-mell amongst the eneni}^ who were entirely overthrown. ' 

1 have bht little to add to the events already recorded of the memo- 
rable 18 th. Every one spoke of the unexampled steadiness with which 
the British stood the horrible shock from morning to night ; every one 
spoke of our heavy regiments, — ’the horse guards, blues, and greys, 
without which -the battle would have been unquestionably lost. The 
guards first encountered a regiment of cuirassiers; the French fled, 
and our troops, in pursuing them, fairly rode them down. We then 
came upon a column of infantry, said my iii former, which we likewise 
broke. A regiment of French lancers afterwards met the shock of the 
horse guards, and great slaughter ensued. ■ The' cuirassiers were not 
so formidable as they appeared. But the lancers were described to me 
as a very serious kind of force. 

As " the day " advanced, the cavalry scoured the whole field, and the 

men got together in- small parties : in thisway they encouiitred bodies of 
the French, and: fought it out with their swords. ,ln a lane, up- which 
our troops pursued a number of the enemy, and which '' had no opening,, 
at the further end, a terrible slaughter took place/ ' Very little quarter 
was given on either -kkle. Never were the. combatants on both sides 
more exasperated never was national battle fought with more of personal 
passions. 

Every one 'spoke of the singular appearance of the wounded horses. 
Upon being hit by a, ball, the poor aDimals, though proceeding at full 
speed, would make a .sudden stop," and tfemble" in' every limb, and 


1816.1 THE KOYIL MILITARY CHRONICLE. 4 m 

muscle. Some of tbems as lliey lay on the ground, would shortly Il'iH to 
■eaiiog the grass .around thera. Others were observed quietly grazing' 
in the niidtlk of the field between the two hostile lines, their riders 
having been shot off their backs, the balls flying on all sides of them* 
Wieii a cliarge of cavalry went past or near them, tiiese stray liorse^, 
foilowing their training, would set oiF; form themselves in the rear of 
their companions, and enter into the thickest of the fight. 

1 saw a horse-guardsman, who told me that he was left o poo the 
ground within the French lines, having been most desperately wounded 
iii a charge. Knowing that the enemy were chiefly exasperated against 
our heavy dragoons by whom they had suffered so much, he threw his 
lieluiet from liim. Alter sometime, he ventured to raise his head ; the 
moveraent ivas seen by two French lancers, who galloping up to hiim 
dropped both their, w^eapons into his side, and then left hi ui for dead* 
He sti.il, however, retained both life and senses, when shortly afterwards 
a plundering party came down Irom the enemy’s position, and proceed- 
ed to strip him. They then sent him into the rear, and being too weak 
to walk, lie was dragged with his ieet trailing along the ground for four- 
teen miles; being occasionally struck by those about him, to force him 
to move liis legs. He saw several of his fell#w prisoners murdered. 
But the French being in full retreat as the night came on, and closely 
pursued by the Prussians, they at last permitted the miserable man to 
gink down on the dunghill of an inn, in one of the small towns through 
which they ivere at the time passing. 

Several women, the wives of soldiers, were killed, and were found 
lying in ti)eir plain female dress by the sides of their husbands, to whom 
they had brought water upon hearing that they were wouodecl. Amongst 
the French skin, were likewise the bodies of several young woineu 
who had followed their husbands or lovers in male attire. Tliese spec- 
tacles of the heroism and devotion of that sex were amongst the most' 
afflicting, and at the same time consolatoiy, objects in the field. 

. It is totally unnecessary to relate, what were the feelings of the Duks* 
of Wellington during this tremendous conflict. He expressed indeed (as 
was prudent) his confidence of ultimate victory to all around him. But 
.tlie delay of Blueher, whom he had expected sooner in the day, wm* 
such as to alarm him. British soldiers could alone have supported the. 
growing conffict. ,'Not a moment could, be granted for refreshmemt even, 
to those who were sinking for. the want of it You must not move,” was* 
theTeply to the remains of the brave S3d ; “ every thing depends on the- 
coiintenance and steadiness of the British.” It was at this moment, tliat" 
the enemy made a most tremendous charge, which eauscil our artillery- 
men to withdraw their guns. Our men met it on. the ridge, and bravely 
fooglit.it# It was at tins moment, that the few troops of the fi-ild drove* 
back an eooiniious column. It was in the same moment, tliat the French, 
cuirassiers rode in small bodies about our squares of infantry, .watching, 
for opportunities to ,plu.nge into their Tanks, and occasionally fighting 
liand to hand with, partial of oar cavalry* The Duke of Wellingtoa; 
Ncn 24. Yofo iV* 4 F 
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was now come -here,. cheering his men to do their duty. We must oot' 
be 'beaten,' my. bmve {ellows.-— IVhat would they say io Eng'la.iifl—Eveiy 
thiiig depends upon us.’* The Brunswickers, daunted by the horrible 
slaiiglU-er, for a moment gave way ; the 'Duke hastened towards them, 
:fjui rHlIyed them in [>erson. Some of the sqiuires did not seem as per- 
."feet as lie wished ; he threw himself i,nto the centre of infantry battalions, 
aod 'encooraged them to receive the charge with steacliiiess. 

The confosed flight of the French has been sufficieotly relatecL The 
Duke only -rode as fur as the small inn of La Belle Alliancej which had 
been the post of Buonaparte during the action. Here he met Bliicher ; 
they conversed a moment, and then parted; the Duke, returning to 
Waterloo, aiidBlucher hurrying on the pursuit of the iByi.rigfoe« Such are 
.the lew particulars, which 1 am enabled to add to tl'ie .previous accounts, 
having learned them personally on the spot. 

It Vi 7 as a beautiful summer morfting, when I set off from Brussels 
for tlie field of Waterloo. ' The distance from Brussels to Waterloo .is 
.about ten English miles.. The forest of Soigoies' soon receives you; if 
has a deep, bossy, impervious look, which characterises the Netherlands, 
and gives them a romantic air. My eompanioo, a military friend, point- 
ed out spots as we passed along, where the troops had halted for an in- 
stant. The remains of bayonet sheaths, th.e tatters of caps and jackets, 
were seen lying along the. sides of the road, when we got about four or 
live miles from Brussels, and so continued for the rest of the way. Many 
bodies were buried along the whole track. For many weeks after the 
battle labourers were employed upon this line of road to cover the re- 
mains of hiiinari beings. Behind our carriage was an .Eoglish sociable 
with a party, of our countrymen and women on the same errand with our- 
selves ; before it wasun Eogiish tandem, and at the doors of the small 
inns, belonging to one or two hamlets, several E.iigiish equipages were 
standing. At last we entered this village, — and were surprised at its 
quiet rustic look. Our carriage rolled on past its humble church, whilst 
lit the opposite inn we saw a collection of vehicles, all belonging to 
strangers. 

It is more than a mile from Waterloo to the smaller village, or rather 
hamlet,. of Mont St. Jean. Probably the Duke of ■Wellington took 
little or no notice of these few houses, in the immediate front of which 
his army was formed, and which might therefore have been expected to 
give their name to the battle. Almost eve.ry house.' in the hamlet poured 
forth men and women to every freslvarrival of visitors, who eagerly of- 
fered relics of the battle for sale. Cuirasses, sabres, e*arbipes, even 
the buttons 'of the jackets of 'the slain, were amongst these articles ; the 
most interesting ’Were the letters found on tbe :p.ersons of the officers. It 
was impossible to- read^ these, and. to think of 4lie probable grief of tlie 
iurviviog wife, the -sister, ■ or the mother, without, a mo'St live.ly feeling 
of regret and sorrow. 

From St. Jean, the road immediately rises up the back of the ridg-e,. 
mi the height audia-the fiwit of which the infaidiy of': the' Duke 
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Welliii^'torrs «rmy was formed \n lioe. The cavalry, at the Legiiinijig 
of tile hattlc ‘5 were posted on the St, Jean side of the eminence, Tiie 
ascent is t'asy ; yon reach thetop unexpectedly, and the whole liesd of bat- 
tle is then at once before llie eye. On one side of the roacL juhI liaiigiii^ 
over it, is an old picturesque tree, the branches of which project in gro- 
tesque siiapes iVotii its; ragged trunk. The British |)OHitiou extended 
about two iiiiles on the ri-ght and left of this road and tree; the position 
being trie ridge of a continued line of gentle eminences, iininediately 
o|)posite to wliicb on a similar ridge, about half a mile distant, was the posi- 
tion of the French, Tjie intermediate plain, and tlie asce-rit oi' our ridge, 
form the field of battle. The tree, of which 1 have above spoken, fixed 
upon the I'lank of the high road from Brussels to Clrarleroi, was the cen- 
tre of our position, and the Duke of Welliogtoii having been near it 
during tlie greater part of the day, it goes by the name of tiie Welling- 
ton 'free, I found it ranch shattered with bails, both grape ar.d musket, 
all of which had been picked out by visitors. Its brauclies mu! trunk 
were terribly splintered, 

A very short distance from 'this tree, near to the road, is the farm of 
Lii l-iaye Saiiite. I'his house was dreadfully scarred as it appeared by 
theeliVct of the fire. The garden was a heap of devastation, the hedges# 
were level lei'b tuid the walls hi\.Vken down. The door was riddled llirotigh 
and throiigli with all. sorts of snot, and afforded a mosit dreadful proof 
both of tile fury of tlie attack, and of the obstinate courage of the. de- 
fence, After a most gallant refistaoce, this p«.,>Rt tvas forced by the ene- 
luy, and every son! wdtlfra the builc.’iog bayoooetted. On enHumg mto 
the court yard the sign-s of ruin were still more fearful Tiu huiiur 
and ills family, bad ffed, 'vas there as yet any signs of his returmug, 
,A little child caeie out to us l'>egg'ujg for a sous ; tlie roofs of the dwell- 
ing house and offices were knocked into large holes by bombs and can- 
non balls; the windows were hideous wrecks; not a pane of glass riv 
maioed in the whole range, tiie frames all broken, and the fregiiientis 
liangiog ill forlorn desolatioo. 

From tire farm yard i walked into an enclosed orchard ; the combat 
here had been dreadfully fierce; the papers of the cartridges still lay 
thickly on the groiiad, trad the caps of the soldiers were strewed about, 
most of tlieni having holes through them, by wliieh liad entered the 
death of their owners. In this orchard the trees were minicrocs, ami not 
very thick, but neither ray corapanion nor myself conkl find one tlmt had 
esca|.jed being hit by a ball. No wonder at the horrible slaughter of men. 

We quitted this orchard by a gap. in the ' hedge, through which the 
"French, under a shower of shot and at the point of the bayonef:, hud forced 
a violent passage. A hasty step over the s,mall ditch brought me upon 
one of the graves. The putrid smell was extremely strong, and the 
bodies seemed to be hardly covered* A narrow rural foot path wound 
itself through the .field tow’ards the road* We walked on it towards 
the Freiich position. Bodies were here extended 'by the side of the 
waggon ruts, only covered with the loose-grave! ; a man’s hand appeared 
.to us just above one of -thern.^ As the road began to rise towards the 
inn of La Belie Alliance, we came .to the spot wlsere Biiosiaparte stood, 
when lie directed the last charge froni'ia sand bank which in a sliglit de- 
gree sheltered him from observation. ' Turning now again to look back 
oil tlie English position, the field on the other' side of the road seemed 
to liave been the theatre of a more terrible conflict than any we had yet 
observed. It was here that the imperial guard charged upon the hedge 
where the highlanders and -greys w^ere drawn up, raid it was here that 
they were slaughtereil. , It was.-.frora' this -side too that tlie i^nisbians 
arriveiL Idie graves berelay'- in iarge'coli'eGlions, and pits contain .cdtli 
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Lodies of bandrecis of horses. Bayonet sbeathsj bits of capSj and the rags 
of clothes, covered the ground. 

^ We walked on to the famous house of La Belle Alliance. It is a mere 
pitiful public house, crowded with people. We were surrounded by 
ragged children ^and women who offered tons for sale, eagles, buttons, 
books of companies, &c. The place was only interesting as inarking the 
spot of Buonaparte’s post as the tree by the road side does that of 
: Wellington. 

From La Belle Alliance we walked across the ridge of the French posi- 
tion, to our left, until we reached the ruins of Hiigoumont. This had 
formed a strong post in advance of the British right, held by a small de- 
tachment of the English guards and trlanoverians, in spite of the most 
furious attempts of the enemy to get possession of it. In the course of 
our walk, we stumbled into the deep holes made by the shot from our 
guns, which had plunged into the midst of the French columns. Every 
BOW and then we crossed some broad, rugged, and broken up-tracts ; 
these were the traces of the squadrons of French cavalry, and denoted 
the directions in which they had galloped into battle. Here too the he.aps 
of dead were scattered about, the bodies of which were scarcely covered® 
gentle ascent, through a beautiful orchard wood, to the chateau 
of Hugoiimont, afforded a singular contrast of rural images in close 
connection with death and horror. Every tree was wounded by the balls, 
and the fragments of caps and clothesindicated what w’as contained in those 
Biunerous brown hillocks of earth, over which we W'ere obliged to step. 

J ltigournont were infinitely more shattered than 
those 01 La Haye Sainte. They belong to a gentleman of independent 
circumstances, who before this battle possessed in this spot a most plea- 
sant and tranquil retreat. The garden, which was carefully laid out in 
the old style of parterres and walks, w^as the chief post of the English 
‘guards, wlio had here repelled the repeated attacks of the enemy. The 
battle indeed had begun w'ith these attacks. In a single point, — a mere 
point, we beheld fifty bodies lie together, where they all fell. We sa;¥ 
at the same time a black scorched place, close by it, where six hundred 
corpses had been burned. The whole was a horrible ruin. 

^ I roceeding round to return to the centre of the British position by its 
'right, we went along the ridge, which here bends, backwards in the 
'3oape Of a semicircle. Near a cluster of trees the tight seemed to have 
been very heavy. I observed tlie complete impression of a man’s body 

as if he had faileo on the snow ; 
«nd the bole which had taken the shape of his head, was full of a cor- 
rupted fluid which one shuddered to look at. Downwards from this, 
■along the easy slope which slants off towards the farm of La Haye Sainte, 
Au cavalry had trampled deep scarrings into the ground* 

Ait the held was torn up ; we came up to vast pits, in each of which were 
the carcases oi hundreds of horses. 

Ila\,ing^retiirued 'again to theAVellington Tree, we. walked from it along 
tiie position of the left wing of the British army. A broken and rag- 
Ell. ' f" tbe ridge'; and V long rank of gravcfs, 

preserves the memory of those British troops, 
who here met and destroyed the imperial guard, 

, pothiog to 'add— I was an eye-witness of, what I have writ- 

ten, It, may be of use to the future historian. 

Battle 7nusit Be interesim^ to the Britisk 
To our hZ Js out all ienuine authomm. 
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PRESENT QUARTERS OF THE.\*^TH DRAGOONS. 

( Oimclndei. from otir lastj 

ON descending tlie cliff at low-water, the heacli to the north of tlie 
jetty presents a very pleasant walk of a mile and a half to the village of 
Upper Riinton, where ascending by a path cut through cliffs of a very 
romantic form, on the edge of which stand some fishermen’s cottages, 
yon retiira to Cromer b}? a foot-path close to the sea-side. The country 
on the right is cultivated and interspersed with hills covered with fiirm 
Approaching within half a mile, the town with the light-house, the hilk 
as a back-ground, Mr. G. Windham’s woods, and the mill, make a 
pretty appearance. A little further on is the batteiy, which as it belongs 
to Cromer I have omitted to mention in its proper place. It occupies 
a very line eminence, commanding more than a semicircle, and mounts 
four eigl'iteen-pounders. I cannot here omit to mention the almost mira- 
culous escape of Mr. Richard Cook, a corporal, who was, blown from the 
cannon’s mouth while a salute was firing on the 4th of June, 1790, iu 
honour of His Majesty’s birth-day. The gun at wliic.li he was sfationed, 
having been badly spunged,^ the succeeding cartridge caught fire, and 
carried him over the platfomi to the edge of the cliff. This unfortunate 
accident happened as he was in the act of withdrawing the rammer, from 
the head of which, (it being driven into numerous splinters) he received 
at' least fifty wounds, most of which were very severe: notwithstanding 
which, by , the aid of a most excellent constitution, he is at this time 
perfectly recovered without having suffered even the loss of a finger or 
being scarcely blemished. 

Leaving Cromer for Holt, you take the Aylmertoii, or, as it is called, 
the upper road to Holt, which is preferble to the lower road, running 
through Runtoo, Beeston, and Sherri ngh am, both because it is in itself 
better, and because the views of the sea and country are more amusing. 
The distance by either is ten miles. Concluding therefore that the Ay^l- 
Hierton road is taken, at the distance of about a mile and a half from 
Cromer are the plantations of the late Mr. Windham, of Felbrigg, 
which accompany the traveller on his left for more than half a mile, ii^ 
wdiich space the views of the sea on the right are of the most pleasing 
description. 

A little be 3 mnd the 'plantations, which form a part of the belt roiiiicl 
Felbrig’g park, the view of the sea for about a mile is interrupted, but 
ample .coin pensati on is made by 'the country on the left, which is very 
rich .and fertile. The Felbrigg woods, with the village of lylmertoa 
and its church, fbrro.,„a noble fore-ground, beyond which, the view extend^- 
up’vvards of twenty miles over a highly cultivated countiy; amongst tli§ 
iiiimerous churches, tire cathedral of Norwich is very conspicuous.' 

Proceeding forward, . the .sea again makes its appearance upon the 
right, md contiopeS'a most delightful - compaiiioii' till yoi| come 
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within three miles of Holt; the remaining part of the way is over a 
heath rather dreary and’ inicomfortaVjle, 

.Holt is a neat little town, with a market on Saturdays ; there is an 
excellent free grammar school founded by Sir John Gresham, whtli 
a salary paid to the master by the Fishmongers’ Gompariy, 

The retimi from Holt may be agreeably varied by takirip: the lower 
'load, and by which a very romantic view is obtained of Sherri ro'haiii 
'Hill- ■ About two miles from hence are the ruins of Beeston Priory, the 
property of Cremer Woodrow, Esq,, whieli will afford pleasure both to 
the antiquary and -draftsman. A small tower, and the whole of the 
west gable wall of the church, are standing, - and having its other parts 
well broken, of 'which a great deal remains, form a very antique aod 
liaiidsome ruin. It also affords ample materials for an ad roi table sketch 
from the west gable, through which the tower and. the internal parts of 
the church .are seen Jn excellent perspective. Its aspect too gives it 
‘every advantage which it can possibly receive from the vivid illumina- 
tion of an evening sun. ' ' This gable, one of the finest and most pictii« 
lesque parts of the ruin, a few. years since / was ornameoted with a pro- 
fusion of the finest ivy (probably the growth of a century), till iinfortu- 
irately a thoughtless wight, employed ,oii the spot, laid .liis sacrilegious 
axe t.o,tlie root of this' venerable appendage, .lo.the great regret of the 
proprietor and of' every admirer of the relics of .antiquity, ' The house, 
to which it. belongs^ with' the barn, stables, and farm .yard, have been 
injudiciously placed close under the walls of the Priory, in fact'"' some 
s.mali part of the ruins are converted into out-houses. Had they been 
suffered to stand by themselves ■ the effect w'oiild have been much better 
niih can scarcely be too much secjnestered or too distant ffom the. 
haunts of. men* . 

Beeston Priory was founded by the LadyTsabel de Cressy, in. the reign 
of King John, for Canons of the Order of 'St. Austin, and dedicated to 
St* Mary. 

'Kot far from the Priory, on the right hand, is a house belonging to 
Cremer Cremer, Esq., where instead of keeping the direct road to Cro- 
mer, take in at the white gate leading past the house, ThC' road winds 
ill a very romantic manner, between the hills iiiito Felbrigg Heath, u po'ii 
which are the remains of a beacon. ..The dreariness of thehea.tliis.re- 
moved by the little .patches ■ of forest wood with .which the valTies are 
adorned, Cromer with its light-house and lofty tower, Rim ton, Beeston 
Priory, a'nd Sherringhata, and as far. as Blackney Harbour, the whole 
being . 'backed by the sea, fo.trn as fine a coast view as can w.ell be 
imagined. 

The same tract which" led to the beacon, about half a - mile further on, 
opens into the Crorner road, under .the plantations wdiich ivere passed in 
going to Holt, and from., which the whole retrospect is very pleasing, 
Felbrigg, the seat of the 'late- Mr. Windhani, makes 'a very pleasant 
moniing’s excursion ; it, is three short miles from Cromer, delightfullj 
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situated iii the bosom of entensive and venerable woods. Tlie oak^ the 
beech* anci'the S|.iasiish cliesoiit, seem congenial to the soil ; and the form 
of the gromid, wliicl) consists of gently rising hills and vales, i» adriiir-. 
ably coostitiited to shew to the greatest advantage the massifs of light 
and shade produced by stich a combination* 

Some of the trees* particularly the .oak* bear the marks of great aii-t 
tiqiiity, and the veiicralde state- of decay i.oto whicli they are fallen® 
m«kes t!iem truly i,riterestiog objects* and the ornaiaent of the scene fci 
which they heloog*-,. 

The house has of late undergone considerable alteration. It coiitairw 
some g.oocl pictures .by Ilei;nbnaH.lb Bergham, Varidervelclt, &c. T-lie 
dining-room is decorated with good portraits of tlie Windham family* 
In the drawing-roorii are several pictures; a -Usurer by Eembrandt, and 
tli€^ portrait of an Old Woiiiau by the .same .master, supposed to be Ids 
I'lotlier, deserve p'^rtietdar attention ; the latter is placed over tlie door 
by wiiicli you enter the 1-00.5115 b-iit bangs too high. There are, also, some 
■good representations of sea-fights ; one in particular, a pretty large pic- 
tirre, bj’ Vauderveldt, Jiin. is a very spirited performance; tlie effect of 
the smoke, from the vessels in the foreground, which is m*ade to receive 
light, is- very masterly ; the subject is the engagement between the 
English and Van Tromp, in which Sir Edward S|)ragge was killed* Its 
companion by the elder Yanderveldt, is also a Sea-Fight, but a con-* 
fused and wholly iminteresti'Dg performance* Over each of tliese pieces 
is a Storm, by Yanderveldt, Jun. in his usual -stile of excellence. At the 
other end of the room are two very fine views of the River Tliames, one 
at Billiosgate Blarket, the other before the alteration at London Bridge; 
over one of tbea-e pictures is a Landscape by Berghara, and over the 
other a small but highly coloured picture, the Finding of Achilles at the 
Court of Lyeomedes, said to be by Reubens* From the drawing-room 
you proceed to the cabinet. The s'mali pictures are by much the best; 
two or three Storms, by Yanderveldt, Jun. in bis best manner-; Cows 
Stalled, by .Sagtleven, Scheveling Market, and a small .Landscape, by 
Paul Brill, are excelient; llietree-s of the latter are very fi nelly touched* 
Some of 'the large pictures are very good, particularly two Views, by 0 » 
B. H. Busiiri, — one of which is the Cascade of Terni. The rest of the 
collection in this room is chleffy -composed of Italiai.'i Landscapes, and 
s-inall views of .Italian Ruins in opaque colours. One of the best .pictures 
ill the lioiiseis at present set aside ; it is an Italian Sea-Port in a Ha^y 
Morning, every part of which is delicately expressed. The pictures 
a.bove -stairs are of little w-orth, neither is there much else to attract the 
attention, except the library, which is fitted up with much gothic ele- 
gance, and iidmirahlj^ corresponding -with the old stile of building of the 
south front* Tlie gloom thrown into the -room- by the stained-glass win* 
dows, aiid the somlire Ime of tlie wainscot, which is of its natural colour® 
make it a very proper retirement for -study. 

- Two -miles from Feibrigg stand -the ruins of Beckham' oM church®' 
ivhicli for its size- i-s one of the .most elegant -things' which' fancy can.. im-a-. 
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giiie*' The walls of the middle aisle and the chancel are standing, and, 
also, the south porch* Beautiful fragments of the old gothic windowss, 
in different states of decay, are seen peeping through the iv}", whiclt 
mantles in the most luxuriant manner over almost the whole of its moul- 
dering walls* It is rendered still more pleasing by the sequestered spot 
in which it stands ; there is but one house near it, and that at such a dis- 
tance as not to interfere with the loneliness of its situation ; and though 
it must have been long, very long since its choir has rung responsive to 
the notes of the parish clerk, joined by the simple rustic swains, raised 
to the praise of their Creator, its little cemetery covered with turf re* 
mains the sacred repository of the dead, many of whose peaceful ashes 
lie shaded by the long arms of several venerable oaks. Here The 
mopeing* owl does to the moon complain.” Change the elms of Mr. Gray 
to oaks, and his elegant poem exactly applies to Beckham church yard* 
To-' a mind fond of retirement, the lonely ruin covered with ivy, the 
cottage or the grove have infinite charms ; they seem to be a refuge 
from the storms of life, and to have -the power of soothing the mind, 
disordered by discordant passions, to serenity and peace. The imagina- 
tion at liberty to enjoy its own reflections, revolves its misfortunes, draws 
conclusions and compares the present with the past, and is inspired by 
the situation with that kind of pleasing awe that bids him look 'forward 
to brighter prospects* 

The ruins of the parochial church at Thorp-market having been lately 
taken down and rebuilt in a peculiar stile, by the Right 'Honourable Lord 
Suffield, attracts many spectators from its novelty. The present struc- 
ture, which was designed by Mr. Wood, is simple and elegant; the ma- 
terials are dint and dree-stone, at each of the four corners is a tiirret®^ 
tiid the points of the gables are terminated by a stone cross after the 
monkish fashion* ' The inside, consisting of only a single aisle, is finished 
witli extreme neatness and in parts with a considerable degree of taste* 

There are three family monuments taken from the walls of the old 
church* Another small but very elegant one has been added, in memory 
of Robert and Williaui Morden, second and fourth sons of the late 
Sir William Morden Harbord, Baronet, and brothers to the present 
Lord SuIBeld. 

This church, 'with Gunton Hall, the, seat of his Lordship, may be 
conveniently inspected in a ride from Cromer to North-lYalsIiaos* The 
house is by no means equal to the ideas we may be led to fonm of it from 
the plantations which surround it. It is, however, pleasantly situated 
upon an eminence which overlooks an extensive sweep of "the park to- 
wards the south. 

North- W^alsbam is situated about three miles from Gunton, it is a 
dull, unpleasant townj^ with a market on Thursdaya. ..A turnpike road has, 
lately been established from this town to Norwich, from which it is distant 
fourteen miles* Two miles from Gunton ia,Ha!iworth5 the seat of Robert 
Lee Doughty, Esq. an excellent modern house, situated in a small but 
▼ery pleasant ..park, well wooded and laid out with taste;' a 'farm house 
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nod the parish chiircbs which stands" on an eminencea both in the park^ 
are very pretty objects as seen from the road. 

The ritle frcMii Cromer to Miindesky wiil preseip- the traveller with some 
pkassog' scenes ; the road runs almost entirely along tlic? coasts taking in 
the vHiayes ol Overstrand, Syderstrand and Trimmingliani, On a liilb 
aiioct a mile through tlje latter village, staoil the roios of an old beacon, 
wbidi cfaniiiands a noble prospect' of the sea arid land ; in very deiif 
weatlier ^daraioutb. is discovenrbie, and the catliedral spire 'at ’Norwich 
very plainly to be seen. Few, %\ho pay a visit to Cromer, omit seeing 
this view, wdiich is, perhaps, the most extensive in the county .of Nor- 
folk. About two tirilcs further oo is Alundesley, a straggling village, 
little w’orthy of notice. There is one bathing machine, and some lew, 
thoiigl'i the iiitiBber is very small, frequent BJiindesIey in the biiliing 
ficasen. The aecoiiirnodatiDns are. very couOiied,. four or live hoiises at 
tJie utmost appear Jit all, ealculated for the purposes of lutigings., and 
those are situated close to the 'side of a dusty road, llie hvarh siems 
to be er|iially as goo.d for bathing as at Cromer, and the walMng iiincfi 
the same, the tide at low water leaving a line firm sand. Tlie fu’ospect 
upon the beach to the southw'ard chtlcrs in appearance from Cromer, 
!)}“ tile hmd at Happisburgh jutting. into tlie sea, foriiiiiig a promoiitmT, 
iviiich wil:?i the church sod the two light-houses has a gocHl edeef. 

Ereiy one who lias made a study of oature Is wel! aware of the dille- 
rent ap|:iea,rarice of the same spot as it is afFected by tire tiiiich* of the 
clay and the changes of the W'eatiier; so much so, indeed, that it not 
11 II .frequently happens that the whole beauty of a vie'w depends upon such 
accidental, causes. This was the case with the prornontory at rnyiirst 
seeing it ; the cloiuls at its back were 'dark and heavy., opposed by a 
bright siiii-shiiie froim the west, giving it a strong opposition of light and 
shadow, which being Irarmonized by tiie fine purple tint ivith which it 
tviis overspread, rendered it a very pleasing object. In a ftriv riioiiieiits, 
the son declining behiod a cloud, the beauty of the prospect Vaoislied, 
iiiid a heavy mass of apparently shapeless earth was left to the view ; and^ 
even of tiiat the outline was almost obliterated by clouds descending over 
it in a hasty shower. 

The cottage at Northrepps, or as it is sometimes called the.Heriiiitage,' 
the coontiy residence of Bartlett Curoey, Esq. is w'itbiii a walk of 
Cromer, being only distant about a mile and half. Tlie house which is 
flinted and thatched, with a gothic porch also thatched, is fitted up with 
the greatest neatness and simplicity, and the staiaed-glnss whici!, occupies 
the upper parts of the arches of the windows throws a very pleasing light 
into tiie apartraeots. The parlour which co’mmaiicls an elegant view of 
the sea, is decorated with .coloured prints, extremely appropriate to the 
s.itiiati,on ; such as the sailor-boy^s return, ^ the ship-wrecked sailnr-boy 
telling his tale, at a cottage, door, &c. on the chimney-piece are shells 
and pieces of polished lava. The situation is very rooiaulic in a deep 
narrow valley, 'through., which is 'seen the little church of (JverL-traiul, 
partly In ruins, and, .beyond it the sea.. The views from diilcrciit parts 
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of the estate are many of them beautifol aiid even in the present barren 
state of the hills are well adapted to the pencil. Overstrand chorcli and 
the seaj as seen frona the Northrepps road, is a view which comes into 
excellent composition ; fortunately there are in that spot a few trees of 
sufficient consequence to divest it of nakedness and give it beauty* Iiideech 
time only is wanting to make this estate as elegant a situation as can 
be desired. 

On a hill called TolPs-Hill, not far from the liousej is a very fine echo* 
This spot, literally speaking, is only a small portion of a range of hills 
running towards Syderstrand ; they command at all points a good vievir 
of the sea^ and in particular parts come into very decent composition* 
By descending into the vallies, the hills are brought to fold over each 
other^ and the land between them and the sea, which forms the second 
distance, being interspersed with cottages and a few trees, (though the 
latter are scarce articles so near the sea) renders the situation in many 
parts very picturesque. These hills are situated a small distance out of 
the beaten track, but the lover x)f nature in order to see her to the 
greatest advantage must often deviate from the high road, where indeed 
he will seldom see her to his caste. 

Blickliiig, late the seat of the earl of Buckinghamshire, but now of 
Lord Suffield, must from its external appearance command the attention 
of the passing traveller, as also from its having been the birth place of a 
Qiieyn of England, Anne BuIIeyn, wife of Henry the eighth. It is a 
noble old building in the gothic taste, having a square turret at each 
corner, and one more lofty in the centre with a cupola and clock. The 
entrance from the court yard (on each side of which are ranged the of- 
fices in the same stile of building with the house) is over a' bridge, of' 
two arches, across the moat, through agate house aiid'smaU inner court, 
and is very striking in its appearance ; from tills you enter the hall, 49ft 
by 33ft and 33it in height. The staircase, which is ornamented with 
small figures carved in wood, branches off to the right and left, having a 
gallery of coiiimunication at the top, where are^kill length statues of 
Anne litilleyo and Queen Elizabeth. From the hall you procel-d to 
the aoti-room, 92ft square, where are 'portraits of Sir John Hobart, Sir 
Henry Hobart, Sir Robert Rich, Sir William Lemon, CJ'eiieral Gope 
and. Sir John Maynard. The portrait of Sir John Hobart iscxceedingi’f 
line, that' of Sir Henry is striking as it brings to our memory liis iiiifor- 
tonate -death, , occasioned by a duel with Mr. Le Neve, iipoo Cavifstoii 
Heath, where a' square 'monumental stone marks the 'spot where the 
event took place.' The portrait of Sir Robert liich is siiigiilaivby a black 
patch over one of‘tbe eyes. From this you proceed to the dining room, 
over the -chimney piece of xvhich/arethe arras of the family welbcarved 
with ythis motto, Qm supra dmio Do, !Cf27. Lady Buckinghao’s ., 
dressiag room .is adorned with- prints;- .adjoining to it is Lord Biicki og- 
hams bedroom, in 'which-is a 'double size-chintz bed with a curtain fall- 
ing down in the centre, ' This bed is placed .in an alcove, supported hr 
four pillars. , , - , : * 
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Tlie stiidvj '33ft by Sift, is a charming room, eotirelj calculated for 
comfort, being fimiislied with a selection of tlie best authors, some ex- 
eellent drawings and a piano-forte ; out of this' apartrueiit is the organ 
room, in which is a carved chimney piece rather curious; from this room 
you again enter the hall and proceed upstairs to the tapestry room. The 
tapestry from which it takes its name does not appear to be remarkably 
line. The nest apartment is tlie old dining room. On each side of the 
lire-place are portraits at full of .the present King and Qneen, by Sir 
Joshua Reynolds. Tlie late Lord T.ownshead, Sir Charles Brighthead, 
the Countess of Suffolk, the Earl of Leicester and Sir Robert Walpole. 
Ill this room is the chair of state, in which Janies the secoricl sat when 
at Dublin, it was gi^n to the late Lord Bocki'oglia'iii when at Clan- 
brass! !, in 1793. To look at this chair, which by the bye, ,c£‘rtai,iily 
conveys an idea of state in poverty^ one can scarcely suppress a smi'ie; 
It is made, I believe, of no better materials than ivainscot, covered with 
a common crimson stuff, and so higli that unless Janies liaci been pos- 
sessed of the legs of an O’Brien, it is utterly impossible they should 
ever have reached the floor. From this room you pass through two dress- 
ing rooms, the latter is Lady Caroline’s, adorned with prints, fro.m which 
you proceed to the new drawing room, 4''2ft by 36ft and ‘23ft in beiglit. It 
is hung with pink sattio, the ceiling stocco, richly but lightly ornaoieo tede 
liavlog the four corner eornpartinents with that in the midclie (frern whicii 
is sospeiicled a beautiful glass chandelier) stained with a delicate pink 
which has good effect and harmonizes well \vith the otlier |:>arts of the 
room. One end of this charming apartment is adorned with a figure in 
tapestry, as large as life, of the Czar Peter, whose attitude witii that of 
the horse is excessively spirited and fine; the back-ground to this noble 
performance, which is said to be needle-work, represents all the confu- 
sion of a battle, which the Czar is supposed to be directing, he is with- 
out a hat, bis hair is black and bushy, and his eyes which are black and mn- 
comiiiooly piercing, added to a well-turned head, have given all that 
lire and animation to his countenance widcli his situation would seem to 
call forth. This superb ornament was given to the late Lord Bucking- 
ham by the Empress of liussia, ■ At the other' end,, of the same size, 
a very line painting of George the second, also, on horse-back. . Ou 
each side the fire-place are whole length portraits of Lord and Lady 
Buckingliam, by Gaiosboroiigli. The chimney piece is very fine. Ad- 
joining this room is the state bed chamber. This is 33ft by 21 ft and 
is fitted-up upon an equal scale of magnificence ; the bed, wliich is of 
crimson damask, ornamented at the head with the arms of tine royal fa- 
mily, is placed under an alcove, supported by four fluted pillars of 
white and .gold, corresponding- 'with the other parts of the room, wliichv 
is hung with white tabby, the mouldings, cornice, ceilings &c. riehlj 
orniuiiented, . w'ith gilding. Under a-very splendid ..looldng-glass stands 
a beautiful marble table, .on a. gilt frame,- and over the cliiinney-piece- 
(which is iiiifortiinately , not in a good situation) .is,. an, exceeding tine- 
|.jortrail of 'Judge Hohiart, i» his robes; .th%' with, . the q^ortiiut Sic* 
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John Mobart before rn.eiitionec], I think carrieb every a|„ipearariCe of hav- 
ing been exec a ted by Holbein. From these two truly ful apart- 

yon are carrieil to the libniiy, which cloi’?s myi; in my opiUinn ao- 
swer tlie ideas, which we are led to form from its general cftaraeteix Its 
length, which is when comf>afed with its breadth, which is only 

renders it merely a strip ; it is, however, well calculultd fora daoc- 
ing-room, to winch purpose, I believe, it lias lieeii rhietly ap|)i:ed. The 
cieling is stucco, dh’ided into' five compartments, w/hich are relieved with 
fSmbleinaticai figures of the live senses. 

1' on next proceed to the ptn’k, which is very extensive and profusely 
adorned with wood. ' It has the advantage, also, of a fine piece of watery 
nearly a mile in length and in its broadest part four hundred yards; the 
iioitliern bank is i*icli]y fringed with wood, Ironi which you view the op- 
poisite side of tlie lawn, which rises gradually tor a coDsiderable, space,' 
broken at intervals by large plantations of oak and beach, A 'baoc|uet« 
ing room, to which is. attaclied a tower commanding an extensive pros-* 
.pect, terminates the vie^v very agreeably. 

About ii mile from the house stands the mausoleiriii, a freestone build- 
ing in tlie foYKi of a pyramid., m which are deposited the remains of the 
late Lord Buckingham and his first lady. Its situation is very happily 
chosen in toe msdst of a large and venerable wood, whose solitude ap- 
peal's oiily to be broken by the prying curiosity of the stranger or the 
loot-steps of tne nimble deer. In the church, wdiich stands very near 
tlie Innise and contiguous to the piiblie road from Aylsbam to Holt, are 
many inscriptions and elfigie® io brass, some few monoments, and a band- 
some tomb of the Clere’s and the Soleynks. In a vault, under tlie north 
aisle, are deposited nineteen of the relations and ancestors of the late 
call of i.:;ockiognain, amongst whom are Ijis fatlieraod mother, witli the 
,I.!nuoorabie Henry Oobart before menliooed ; the coffins are placed in 
B|>rigbt positions and most of them covered witlx black or crimson velvet 
The late Lady Buckingham was interred in a vault in the chancel, but 
upon the death' of her lord her remains were taken up and conveyed to 
the mausoIeiniB ' 

Blicxiiog is distant but a mile and a half from Aylshaiii, a neat mar- 
ket-town, widi an^ excellent neighbourhood ; it is situated on the river 
Lure, which isnuviguble to Yarnmuth, for boats of thirteen tons burthen ; 
Its distance from Norwich, over a turnpike road, is eleven miles, and 

the same from Cromer and fJolt. 

^ I he road’ from Aylsham to Cromer is very pleasing, the country ali 
trie way rich,, ^voody and fertile, ' , lo Erpingham field the vieivs are 

sreinely pleasing, and within a mile of Cromer the road is highly pictn, 
rwque, it winds throagh a holloiv way well ornamented with trees, whose 
long arms meeting across the road frequently form themselves into 

ardies, through which the sea breaks in at intervals with the finest 

‘eifccL ^ ’ 

Woolterton, the seat of the right honourable Lord Walpole, is an 
«:legaiit, modern built, mansion, situated in a large park, well orna. 
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meiitec! with woorl aacl water, but too Hat to be possessed of very great 
beiuitj. At a short distance from the lioiisej is a ruin bigllfy pictu-^ 
resque, the tower of a church, of ^vhicb no part eke reiiiaiiis ; ilka 
bciuitil'ul, small fragmeot, but appears to be too mods skretuied i>y the 
ordinary fir trees with which it is eoeoinpassed, and which seem worse 
tliass they really are, by beiug every w-here surrotioded with line timber* 
The lioisse is said to be' oroa suers ted with a considerable quantity of 
tapestry, of superior excel leace, particiiharly sosiie chairs', upon the seats 
of which are exhibited the fables of iEsop. 

in rcfunmig rrom Holt to Crouser, the : traveller is merely brotiglifc 
ihroiigli Up mr Sherringhaiii, 'which is distant something more than si 
mile from tuiit wfiidi is denomiiuited Lower Sherringliam, situated upo'i'i 
tile edge of the cli'C ' 

Passing ihroiigh Upper Slierringliam from Cromer, leaving the Holt 
road. 00 the ieft, tl:ie traveller is carried past the' house of Cooke Flowei^ 
Esq, the, |).roprietor of the beauti'ful estate wliich affords the materials 
that serve to compose this description. The situation of which is by no 
means a letter of recommendation to the scenes he is approaching. This 
estate, properly speaking, comes under the denomination of anadoriied 
farm. It consists of urieveu ground rising into bold swells, which by 
the assiduity and perseverance of tiie 'late Mr. Flower are now richly' 
clothed with wood from their summits to their base, and united by the 
most elegant slopes to the rich vallies that divide them. Some of these 
woods appear thick and impenetrable, while others more open discover 
through their fciikge the most luxuriant 'and inviting turf, tempting the 
traveller oppressed with the- heat of' a summer’s sultry suo, to exclaim 
in the language of Thompson, 

Still let me pierce Into the midnight: depth 
Of yonder grove, wi'idest largest growth ; 

That, forming liigli in air a wood Laud: quire, 

Nods o'er the mount beneath. At every step. 

Solemn and slow, the sliadows blacker fall. 

And all is awful iistening ' gloom around.’* 

Among these truly sylvan scenes the sea unfolds its ample bosom ; 
Aiiider eveiy circumstance of variation it is an object of awful grandeur ; 
but, perhaps, i'li its nio,re peaceful ramiients, when 'its surface is unnif*** 
fled by the wincl, it is best adapted to scenes like these, where all is 
luirrnony and repose. Here too, at certain seasons of the year, tlie lock 
roariis at large ; the wood, the bill, and the valley, are alike subject to 
the impression of its 'wandering feet, and scattered in groupcs over the' 
iundscape (ul-d greatly to its'beauty# . ■ 

Tl'ie upru’oach from hence to Weybourn, another villag.€ .upon the sen 
coast, is highly picturesque. An ancient ruin of part of the monastic 
cimrcli, adjoining the parish church, from, .its peculiar stile of building 
is wortli the attention. of, the curious^ From Weybourn inste.ad. of re- 
f-uraing to Crome.r by . the same road,- the traveller will keep along the 
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iiim this the moment to advance— the viglit wiog ought to siiarch npoii 
Torres Vedras, and the left pursue the beaten enemy; by this inovemeot 
Jmiot would be cut off from the nearest road to Lisl)oo, and must take a cir- 
cuitoiis route by way of Alenqiier, dis?pirited, defeated^ and in coiifnsion. 
There was plenty of ammunitiou in the camp for another battky and there 
ivere also provisions for twelve days. But neither the representatioDs^ urged 
as they were with natural and htting %varmtli, nor the victory wliicli was 
before his eyes^ could induce the . Couirnander to deviate from his former 
opinion; the thought of responsibility had come over him like a cold blast from 
the north; and he replied, that he saw no reason to change his purpose, the 
same motives which yesterday induced him to wait for reinforcements had still 
the same weight. At that moment the enemy were retiring in great disorder 
and most completely disiieartened by their defeat. But the irrevocable oppor- 
tunity was let pass; and Sir Arthur, whose sense of military obedience would 
not allow him to act upon liis own betterjudgmentfasNelson was accustomed 
to do, concealing the bitterness of his spirit under a semblance of levity, turned 
to one of his officers, and said, ‘Well then, we have nothing to do, but to go 
and shoot reddegged partridges!’ — ^the game with which that coiiotry abounds* 

This Campaign weis followed by that of Sir John Moore ; but which as be- 
longing to the life of that officer rather tlian to Lord Wellirigton, and as 
being sufficiently related in numerous works, w^e sliall liere pass over. 

The next Campfiign of Lord Welliiiglois followed upon the return and ili 
success of the army from Corunna. Fresh troops were almost immediately 
sent from England to the Tagus, and on 'the S2d April,. 1809, vSir Arthur 
Wellesley landed at Lisbon. 

While the British army was advancing from Lisbon to the Douro, Soult, 
who was at Oporto, employed himself to secure a retreat into Spain. Silveira 
had occupied the bridge of Amarante upon the Tamega, a strong and important 
position in tlie road which the French would tiikc; liere he was attacked by 
Laborde and Loison ; the post was maintained with the greatest bravery from 
the IStli April to the SOth ; during whieli time the Frencli were repulsed in 
daily attacks, and tlie Portuguese entrenched' themselves io the streets of Ama- 
rante, behind the dead bodies of their enemies. Colonel Patrick, an officer 
of distinguished bravery and talent, who w’as vrilli Silveira, fell in this me- 
morable defence. Soult himself then brought fresh forces to the attack,andon 
the May forced the position. Secure now, as he believed, of Iiis retreat,he 
returned to Porto, and waited the approach of the English, wishing to see flieiii 
appear, if General Sarrazin’s opinion may be credited, tlmt lie miglit have a 
fair excuse for getting, as fast as poss'ible, out of a country in which the clay of 
plunder. waS ' over, Euid that of reckoning at .hand. While General Beres'foixb 
who had been appointed commander in chief of the Portugueze, advanced h’om 
GoImbra,'iii a N. £..■ direction, to act iip.o.n the enemy’s left, Sir Arthur pro- 
ceeded, with all speedy 'to tlie I3ouro, and readied it Ei'fter a few skirmishes. 
The Portuguese eagerly brought boats; an immense standard of white clothe 
bearing an , emb'roidered cross, was planted b}^ the people upon llic be«idi at 
Villa Nova, .and tlie „ opposite wall of Porto, which runs along the river, was- 
lined with people waving white handkerchief, and with the most lively 
gestures inviting their. deliverers. "O-enerai' Murray eitecteil his passage at 
Avitttas, about a league from -the city. ' Another division 'embarked immedi- 
ately above Villa Nova ;■ and Gene.ral Sherbrooke, taking advantage of the 
weakness of the eoemy' iu the-town, crossed directly ffom that suburb. It'S 
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Fmngais, says Genera! Sm'3.ziaf fureiit pris d Porto presqiie eiijlapwit ddlit 
They made a vigorous attack upon the first troops who hiiided j but failing in 
this, took fliglib and Sir Arthur is said to have sat down to the dinner which 
had that day been prepared for Marshal Soult Beresford, meantime, by a 
rapid iiioveraent, had readied Araarante, where he drove in Loison’s out-posts, 
and recovered the bridge 5 then marched upon Chaves, while Silveira hastened 
I to occupy the passes, of Ruivaes and Melgacoj but for this the Portuguese 

general was too late : for finding Amarante occupied, Soult turned to the left® 
and leaving every thing behind him, fled by way of Braga and Montalegre® 
toward Orense. He was pursued as far as Mootategre; bottbe British troops 
had then so far outstripped their commissariat, that they could proceed no 
farther. General Sarrazin says, that with a General more experienced, more 
active and more enterprising, than Sir Arthur Wellesley, Portugal would have 
lueheld the scene of Bayleii repeated. Undoubtedly it would have been easy 
to surroimd Marshal Soult, and cutoff his retreat— if Marshal Soult would 
only have been accommodating enough to delay his flight till the enemy could 
get ill his rear. General Mackinnon, on the contrary, observes, that Sir 
Arthur’s conduct during this short campaign, gives him the first rank among 
the British generals of the day. Speaking of one of the affairs in the pursuit® 
he says, * I was near him, by his orders, when the attack was about to commence ; 
and if I had never seen him but at that moment, I could decide upon his being 
a man of a great mind.’ General Mackinnon was capable of forming such a 
judgment j he was a man in whom England has perhaps lost more than in 
any soldier since Sir Philip Sidney. 

The French committed great cruelties in their flight; they burnt all the 
villages, and murdered the peasants, many of whom were found by the British 
hung up along the road side. They suffered for their crimes ; — ^for every 
straggler and every man who dropt on the way was put to death without mercy 
by the country people before our advanced-guard could come up. To over- 
take them was Impossible; — ‘'if an army,’ said Sir Arthur in his dispatches® 
« throws away every thing, and abandons all those who are entitled to its protec- 
tion, but impede its progress, it must obviously be able to march through roads 
where it cannot be overtaken by an enemy who has not made the same saeri- 
lices, Soult, therefore, escaped with the loss of from 7 to 8000 men, (a third of 
liis army) and the whole of his stores, baggage, and artillery. Sir Arthur then 
turned his face toward Victor, who had just entered Portugal on the side of 

- Alcantara; that general, however, whose advance had only been designed as 
a feint in Soulfs favour, returned to his former quarters at Truxillo, and if 
Cuesta had been skilful enough to co-operate with the British army, might have 
been cut off by a movement which Sir Arthur meditated through Castello 
Branco and Plasencia' upon the bridge of Almaraz. Victor was aware of liis 
clanger, and retreated beyond that bridge, and the British army then marched 
to form its junction with the Spaniards in the same country on the right bank, 
of the Tagus. The Spaniards had at this time two efficient armies on foot if 
they had' been properly commanded ; that under Cuesta which the. Junta had 
Te-establislied with prodigious exertions after the- battle of Medellin, and that 

under Vanegas, in La Mancha, which had in like manner been refitted after 
its more opprobrious rout at Ciudad Real. The former- was now united 
' with the British army ; and while Vanegas on the right alarmed the enemy for 
Madrid, Sir Robert Wilson and his Portuguese legion communicated with tlie 
■ igillles on the left, and kept up a correspondence . with it. -It was a goldea 
Vot, IV. No/24, - A'E 
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cipportiiiiity. Buonaparte had received a tremendous dieck in Germany^ and 
all ills exertions were required upon the Danube: the Freiicli in Spain were 
disheartened, and they expected again to be driven beyond tlie Ebro. 

But the com*se of the British general was impeded at the very moment when 
Time ■ tlms fairly offered his forelock. Vanegas, perplexed by orders and 
counter-orders, and having neither the eye which sees all occasions, nor t!|e 
moral courage which incurs any responsibility rather than let one pass, did 
not advance upon the capital as he ought to have done, — contenting himself 
with a useless cannonade of Toledo. And Ciiesta would not join with Sir 
Arthur in making an attack upon Victor before he should bejoined by Joseph 
and Sebastian!, for a heap of nugatory reasons, one of which was that he 
scrupled at fighting upon a Sunday 1 His priest might have told him that if 
his horse or ass had fallen into a pit on the Sabbath day, it is the fool only wiio 
w^ould scruple to help them out,— much less should a man scruple to stretch 
forth his hand for the assistance of his suffering country I Victor employed 
the time well which had been thus insanely given, and fell back upon the 
army which was hastening to join him. Had tim attack been made when 
Sir Arthur propcsed, the victory was certain 5 and the possession of the capital 
would have been the reward 5 all difficulties concerning subsistence would then 
have been at an end. These difficulties were now severely felt. The Spanish 
commissariat was in the most miserable state, — ours was at that time only in 
its apprenticeship; it was interfered with by that of our allies; and owing 
partly to the nature of our government, and partly to an excess of honourable 
feelings in the British character, we have sometimes sacrificed the common 
interest to an overstrained delicacy on these points. A proper search in 
Talavcra would have discovered large deposits of grain, for the ample supply 
of both armies, at a time when Sir Arthur was actually disabled from advanc- 
ing by want of bread and of means of transport. Guesta acknowledged this 
inability, and advanced alone in pursuit of Victor, expecting to enter Madrid^ 
he received a check at Torrijos from the combined armies of the enemy, and 
retreating twenty miles, re-crossed the Alverche, and again formed a junction 
with the British- Sir Arthur then perceived that having lost the opportunity 
of making the attack, it must be his ffite to abide it. He made his dispositions 
accordingly, and the battle of Talavera w'as fought That battle has been fought 
in verse, and therefore all its circumstances are generally known ; the vain 
attempt of the enemy upon the Spaniards on the right; their repeated attacks 
by day and night upon the hill which was the vital point of the position ^ , 
the memorable charge of cavalry, which, fatal as it was to the brave regiment 
who made it, decided the battle in that quarter, — and that horrible scene where 
the shrubs took fire and, burnt so many of the wounded as they lay upon the 
field— these .circumstances are fresh in every reader’s recollection, because they 
have ■ been recorded , in that song which describes with so much spirit,, the ex« 
ploits of Britain on that day, and the final retreat of France. 

Far from the field where late she fouglil— 

The tents where late she lay — 

With rapid step and humble thought 
AH night she holds her way j 
Leaving to Bfitain’s conquering sons 
, Standards rent and ponderous guns^ • 

The trophies of the fray 5 
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The weak, the wounded and the slain. 

The triumph of the battle plain, 

The glory of the day..’* 

The battle was obstinately disputed; 

'Ett* ciiKjiOTE^a Hii^vbiv riXoc» 

Except at Albuliera the French throughout the whole war never opposed 
«s so well. There were two causes for this : after they had ceased to attack 
the Spaniards on the right, they brought a force twofold in niiinber to bear upon 
the British arniy :-«.and they had not yet fairly learnt of what materials that 
army is made. The battle of Corunna had been represented to them as a vic- 
tory on their part, and that of Timeiro appeared like one by the convention 
which followed it They were now beaten to their own conviction; according 
to General Sarrazin, ia smglante jotirnee tie Talavera avait repandu Veffroi dans 
rarmee Fran^aise^ et Von comenait que les Anglais se hattaient tout aussi Ueti quo 
Iss Musses. This general, however, who is a general < all compact,’ passes % 
severe censure upon Sir Arthur W ellesley’s conduct in this campaign. He says# 
and there may be some j ustice in the observation, that the means of transport 
wliidi the British used from Plasencia should have been detained at Talavera# 
—ill which case there would have been no impediment on that score. When 
lie says that the want of means of transport can never be admitted as a suffi- 
cient excuse for not advancing, we may hesitate whether to admit or demur at 
the remark; but when he adds, Lci mnte est que Lord Wellington craignait une 
dtfaite^ et qiCil mmiqua de courage d esprit, we must reply that General Sarrazin 
writes like a Frenchman, and that the assertion is as opposite to the truth as 
light is to darkness. After the battle of Talavera, he says, orders were given 
to evacuate Madrid, and Soult’s movement upon Plasencia was only a rusede 
guerre^ which, however, completely succeeded. The slightest attention to 
dates and distances might have shewn him that the movement %vas not con- 
certed after the battle. The action was fought on the 27th and 28th, and Soult 
received orders on the 24th to move upon the rear of the allies by way of Pla- 
seiicia, at which time he occupied Zamora and Salamanca. Galicia had been 
evacuated; and having been Joined by Ney’s corps from x^storga, Benevente, 
and Leon, and by Mortier’s from Valladolid and Medina del Cainpo, his force 
amounted to little less than SO, 000 men. From the beginning of the campaign 
Sir x^rthiir knew that this force existed in that direction, and was well aware 
in what manner it would be directed ; but he could not spare a detachment to 
occupy the passes against them ; and Ciiesta, though urged in time to take this 
needful precaution, neglected it till it was too late. Sir A. Wellesley was deceiv- 
ed in iiothiiig but in the amount of the force; he turned back to attack it, and 
throw open his communication with Portugal, which was otherwise cut off, ao(| 
lie left Cuesta to maintain the post at Talavera. The Spanish general soon sent 
him an intercepted letter, in which the British array was said to be 25,000, and 
Soult %vas ordered to bring it to action, a plain indication that his force must 
be not less than SC),000 ; Victor’s beaten army also was said to be returning 
upon Talavera, and Cuesta, believing himself unable to resist it, setoff to join 
the British general, leaving the British hospital in that tow'ii. Cuesta was very 
unequal to the comiiiand of an army in such times, and unquestionably marred, 
the campaign by Inis previous blunders; but inthisinstance lie w'as justifiable; 
for lie had hardly begun his march before the French were, in sight. Sir Arthur 
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now saw that liis only course waste retreat across the Tagiis^ before that retreat 
could be cutoff, for lie was between two armies each superior to his own,, 
and had seen how little in tiieir present state of discipline was to be expected 
from his allies. The bridge, of Almaraz had been destroyed' j he crost there- 
fore at the Puente del Arzobispo, and took a position which enabled him to 
defend the passage at Ahnarftz and keep open the defiles of Deleitosa and 
Xaraicejo. A plan which Ney had formed of oeciipying those defiles and cut- 
ting him off from Portugal was tlius defeated, and the French, not thinking it 
prudent to make any further movements against such an enemy, turned their 
efforts against Vanegas, who/after " a successful defence at Aranjuez, was de- 
feated at Almoiiacid; but the French purchased the victory with so severe a 
Joss that they were not able to follow up their success. 

All the wounded at Talavera who were in a state to be removed were carried 
off by .General Mackionon, a difiicult and painful office, %vhich he performed 
with his usual ability. About 1500 were .left, who were recommended to the 
French, aiid were treated with great humanity. Victor and Blortier, into 
whose hands they, fell, were men of better. character than most of their fellow 
dukes, and upon this occasion they observed all the humanities of war in a man- 
ner wiiich should always be mentioned to. their honour. This conduct., was 
felt as it is deserved by the British .army; — but they had seen enough of the 
wanton havoc and deliberate cruelty of the French to understand and. abhor 
the character of Buonaparte^s armies. When they first entered Talavera, ' all 
'the public buildings had been entirely destroyed , the tombs opened, the altars 
overturned 5 and half the houses were in the same state. The chairs, tables,, 
and other furnilure ''had been carried, off to the camp, where the French, 
Frenchmen like, had established a regular theatre. They had built large huts 
for their soldiers, and Genera] Mackinnon mentions, ** as a small proof of the 
destruction caused by the 'armies of theusurper Joseph,” that all these huts 
were thatched with the straw ;unthrashed ! Another oflicer, in his journal, 
says, that near the village of Casalagos they found the bodies of t\Yo Spanish 
peasants. rece.nt!y killed j one of whom had been burnt to death by the Freoch, 
and lay with his arms lifted up, his hands clenched,. and his features distorted, 
—the whole body having stiffened in one dreadful expression of agony ! Tie 
had been burnt alive for having been found with arms in his hands i 

The experiment of co-operating, with the Spanish army had now been fairly 
tried; tlie want of discipline in the troops, the want of capacity in the leaders, 
and the want of vigour in. the government, rendered it Impossible to rely upon 
them for effectual assistance; .and at home 'here we had not yet learnt the full 
measure of our o%vn strength, and still siirunk from putting it forth. Attempts 
were made by Marquis Wellesley' to co'nvince the Junta of the wretched con- 
sequences which: roust result from their military system ; and he would have 
taught .them how to render their armies efficient, and the resources' of their 
comitry available— biit.it was inwain:; ...tl^ national character of the Spaniards 
was the rock upoh which The designs of friends as well . as." .enemies were 
..wrecked. Painful, as the, determination was to a man like Lord Welliiigton, 
{for .so .he must now be called, having been raised .to tlie^peerage after the, battle 
ol Talavera,) there was no alternativepbut to withdraw his army to the Portu- 
guese frontier, and. there- await the march of events, while a force was created 
in Portugal which it. was in vain to look for in - the sister country. Before the 
close of the year, the Spanish army ran headlong into that destruction which 
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110 counsels could induce them to avoid: they suffered at Ocana a more tre- 
mendous defeat than any which they had endured since the commencement 
of the war j and that evil drew after it the discomfiture of the Duke del Parqiie’s 
army at Tamames. This last event left the French at full leisure to direct their 
.operations against the most vulnerable part of Portugal. On the side of Alten- 
tf^o, Lord Weiiiagton was in no fear of an attack, attempts having always 
proved unsuccessful there: and after what Soult had suffered, he did not 
apprehend that a second experiment would be made from the Galician frontier. 
But he knew that a French council of war had advised the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo 5 the capture of that fortress would cut off the communication between 
the Spanish government and the northern provinces; it would give the enemy 
possession of Old Castille, bring on the fall of Almeida, and open the easiest 
way into Portugal. Aware, therefore, that he must prepare to defend Portugal 
on this side, he withdrew his troops, at the end of 1809, from the Guadiana to 
the right bank of the Tagus, extending them from thence to the Douro. The 
new year was opened with vigorous measures on the part of the enemy. 
They forced the passes of the Sierra Morena almost without resistance, overran 
the kingdom of Andalusia, entered Seville, and were only prevented from 
. getting possession of Cadiz by the celerity of the Duke de Albuquerque, a man 
whose military talents might have produced the happiest results for his country, 
if intrigue and envy had not excluded him from the rank to which he was 
entitled, and finally sending him into an honourable banishment, completed 
their work by persecuting his noble spirit to madness and death 1 The Junta 
was overthrown by a popular commotion; but, like the Spanish people, they 
comported themselves with dignity in their overthrow, and did not give up 
their authority till they had appointed a Eegericy and convoked the Cortes. 
The seat of the new government was necessarily fi)^ed in Cadiz-~-tbeir last 
asylum, and its authority might seem to be confined to the Isle of Leon: for, 
except Galicia in the north, and Valencia in the south, and Catalonia, where 
fortress after fortress was now falling, the French were nominally masters of 
Spain. The favourable season had passed by. Instead of enabling Lord 
Wellington to make a great effort while Buonaparte w^as engaged in a doubtful 
struggle with Austria, England had misdirected its force, and sent one of the 
finest armies that ever left its shores, upon a fatal expedition to Walcliereii. 
Austria was now subdued, and the emperor had even submitted to purchase 
peace by sacrificing his daughter in marriage to Buonaparte, black as the tyrant 
was with crimes ; and that tyrant, strengthened by the alliance, was at leisure 
to turn his whole power and undivided attention toward the Peninsula. The 
chief object was to expel the English— if that were accomplished, it would 
leave him in military possession of the whole country, and time and merciless 
severity, he thought, would do the rest. 

Marslial Massena who, in the late i\ustrian campaign, had been made Prince 
of Essliog, was appointed to the army destined for this service, and his first 
operatioir was to besiege Ciudad Eodrigo, before which his troogs appeared at 
the end of April. Lord Wellington had taken up a strong position upon the 
Goa ; the Portuguese army had now been reorganized and disciplined y it was 
^’et to. .be seen whether, io the hour of trial, they would approve themselves 
good troops ; no person who knew the people or their history could doubt it,-— 
but it was boldly denied in England by those who knew neither; the thought 
of making soldiers of. the Portuguese was ridiculed, and the, 'expulsion of Lord 
Wellington^ and the total subjugation of Portugal a.iid Spain . were predicted; 
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with iiisoient exultation, as^if tlie event were rather to be desired than depre- 
cated. Lord Wellington contemplated the danger with a wiser and braver 
iiiiiifL The names of Buonaparte and his redoubted generals did not act as 
spells upon him j he knew that when French and English are brought to the 
prooi^ the Englishman' is the braver aiiimalj. the bayonet is the test of that 
bravery^ and the English have never shrunk from it But even with all the 
cdbrts which had been made in raising and disGlpliriing the Portuguese, lieiiacl 
not force enough to undertake oifensive operations, and, painful as it might be^, 
%vas compelled to coiitent himself with the defence of Portugal, From the be» 
ginning of the contest, he had seen where was the vantage ground, and imme- 
diately after the issue of the Talavera campaigo, gave orders for forming the 
hnnous lines of Torres Vedras, for the protection of Lisbon, The works were 
carried on with remarkable secrecy 5 they even escaped the notice of the 
English news-papers; and the enemy, with all their skillin obtaining infor- 
mation, had not the slightest suspicion that Lord Wellington, while he watched 
their movements, ready to seize every occasion of impeding them, had an ira-. 
pregnable Hue of defence upon which to fail back Ciudad Rodrigo held out 
gallantly: the trenches W'ere opened on the 15th June, and though the works 
were old and imperfect, and the place hardly to be ranked in the third order 
of fortresses, Massena is believed to have lost 9000 men before it surrendered 
on the 10th July. Almeida was his next object ; the place was well provided ; 
there was a sudicient garrison, an English governor, and Lord Wellington at 
hand, to take advantage of any opportunity in their fiivoiir; but on the second 
day the powder magazine blew up, and Almeida was no longer tenable* 
Throughout the whole of Lord Wellington’s career in the peninsula, the acci- 
dents of war have been uniformly against him ; nothing, therefore, is to be 
detracted from his merits and carried to the score of fortune, 

Massena’s army consisted of 68,600 men, in three corps, under Regoier, Ney, 
and Junot ; besides which, he had one division of 7000 men at Benevente, and 
another of 8000 at Astorga. In full expectation of seeing the Englisli fly before 
him, and perhaps of receiving the crown of Portugal for his re ward, he ordered 
Ms army to provide itself with food for seventeen days, expecting, that, in that 
time, Lisbon would be their own. This coiitldence was so strong, that when 
lie pfeceived the English army had taken post upon the Serra de Busaco, as if 
they meant to oppose him there, he said to one of his generals, H cannot per- 
suade myself that Lord Wellington will risk the loss of his reputation ; but ifhe 
does, I have him } to-morrow w'e shall complete the conquest of Portugal, and 
in a few days more I shall drown the Leopard.* The boaster was woefully 
undeceived ; he left neaidy 5000 men killed or wounded upon the mountains^ 
and he took away as many more disabled, whom he left at Coimbra. By an 
accident, or mistake of counter-orders. Colonel Trant was prevented from 
occupyiiig in time a circuitous and difficult road, by which Massena, after his 
defeat, turned the left of the British position. The error was well redeemeda 
by the manner in w'hich he entered Coimbra immediately after Massena leftIL 
capttu'cd his wounded and his hospital stores, and cut him off from all supplies 
in that diretion. The allied army, meantime, retreated before the enemy by 
easy marches, and in perfect order: instead of spreading panic by the rapidity 
of their march, their steadiness and admirable discipline inspired the peasantry 
with courage ; under thfcir protection, the Portuguese removed their properly, 
destroyed their mills, broke 'up 'the bridges, and laid the country 'waste. Iii 
thismanner Lbrd Welh'hgtoh'retired'withm the lines of T-orres Ytdrasi . These 
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works extended from the sea to the Tagus, at a point where the Tagus,, being 
about twelve miles wide, protected them as eIBciently as the sea itself: Massena 
recoiiooitred them; he had promised to drive the Euglish into the sea, but he 
thought it necessary now to solicit reiriforcements from Buonaparte before he 
ventured to make the attempt. 

It was easy for Buonaparte to order any force upon.- tlixs service;, but the 
difficulty was to, support those .who were already there. When Pombal was 
once threatened, that the French and Spaniards would niarcli 60,G00 iiieu into 
Portugal, he replied with a smi]e,'*Po.rtugal is a small country ; there is not 
room for them.’ With the sea open, Lisbon could be supplied with succours 
from England, and with food from all parts of the world : but Massena had be- 
hind him an armed population ; (and no country under heaven can shew 
braver or more patriotic people;) Spain was in no state to supply him with food; 
and his convoys and reinforcements from France had to traverse that country» 
a distance not less than 600 miles, before they could reach the frontier, with 
guerrilla parties harassing them the whole way. Famine must soon have 
driven him out of Portugal, if the ordersofLord Wellington and the Portuguese 
government for removing all provisions, had been duly executed; the usual 
supineness of the local authorities had neglected to enforce this most necessary 
measure, and individuals listened rather to their own hopes and fears than to 
the voice which it was their duly to obey. A great quantity of private stores, 
therefore, was found by the enemy. Bui though Massena, displayed the talents 
of a consummate general in the held, he, like all the generals of Buonaparte’s 
school, had been taught to rely upon the resources of predatory war; and as 
they acted like robbers in all other respects, so had tliey allthe characteristic 
impi’ovidence of banditti. Instead of collecting the provisions in magazines, 
Massena gave notice that the soldiers were to provide themselves for two 
months, a licence of general plunder, which produced all the waste and havoc 
that might be expected from it. No army could be in better order for actaaj 
service ; but when they were not on duty, the stale of insubordination and 
indiscipline was such as shocked even those of their own officers, who re« 
membered better times. The number of deserters was so great, that they 
formed themselves into a little army, which they organized into regular com- 
panies, and called the eleventh corps, electing general, officers, and sabalterns. 
It consisted of more than l600 men, who frequently attacked the foraging parties 
of the French, and made the prisoners join them. They occupied the country 
about Caldas and Alcobaca, in full sovereignty, as an established array of 
avowed professional robbers; and Massena at last found it necessary to send two 
divisions against them; they fought desperately; but at length, being surround- 
ed and overpowered, they laid down their arms; the leaders were then shot 
The men were again incorporated in their regiments, not being the jess fit for 
the service in which they were employed. One of the favourite sports of 
Massena’s soldiers was to go hunting for vvomen, whom they sold to then- 
officers, or to the best bidder. 

The French, while they waited for reinforcements, had taken up a position 
atSantarem, which Lord Wellington did not think it advisable to attack. He 
could only have forced it at a heavy expense of men ; and he was not like 
Buonaparte^ a general, as Kleber called him, who spent at the rate of 10,000 
ineii. a week. Both parties were- now looking for reinforce.ments ; but Massena, 
who knew, that he' could not much, longer feed the force which he already had, 
placed his_ chief ,i-el|ance; upon the .advance of aFrench army into Alentejo.- 
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This also Lord Wellington Tia'd foreseen, and guarded against by preparing 
lines from the Tagus to Setubal, .securing thus the heights of Almada, frorri 
'which Lisbon might be bombarded. It is said that the jealously between 
the French generals which frequently discovered itself in Spain, was manifested 
on this occasion, and that Soult, who had been disappointed in his hopes of 
■winning the kingdom of Portugal for himself, w^as not very willing to assist 
Massena in obtaining itj for %vhich reason he ordered Mortier to form the 
siege of Batlajoz, instead of sending Mm immediately into Alentejo. But the 
imputation seems groundless; for it is not likely that Mortier would have ad*» 
vanced, leaving two such garrisons as those ofElvas and Badajoz in his rear. 
That GeneraFs movements were but too siiccessfuL Romana’s army, which 
had joined Lord Wellington, and, after the death of its leader, had been de« 
tached for the relief of Badajoz, under his successor Mendizabal, was surprised 
and almost destroyed, and the city itself scandalously given up by its governor, 
at a moment when he had received intelligence from Lord Wellington that 
Massena had begun his retreat, and that he might rely upon speedy relief, 
Dearly did the British and Portuguese pay for this maids cowardice or treason, 
Massena had remained till the latest moment in his position. There was a 
divtich opposite his own quarters in KSantareni, in which a number of children, 
whose parents had been murdered by the French, liad got together, as if seek™ 
ing that compassion from God which they had no hope of finding from mam 
Many of them had literally died with Inniger under ivlassena’s eyes ; arid'Whett 
the English entered the town immediately upon his retreat, they found the 
Boor of the chruch strewn with the dead or living skeletons of these poor 
innocents. The first thought of the British soldiers was to give them their own 
rations, but most of them were toofn* gone, and expired with the bread beside 
them; which British humanity liad held to their lips. among the generals 
of Buonaparte, there be one man who will be remembered with more peculiar 
infamy then his colleagues, it is Marshal Massena, for his conduct in this retreat: 
it w'as marked by the most wanton destruction, and the most systematic 
cruelty, — by a* barbarity,’ says Lord Wellington, ‘seldom equalled, and never 
surpassed.’ Lieut. Colonel Jones, speaking of the ability with wliidi he con® 
ducted his retreat, adds these memorable words, which we transcribe with 
pride, as speaking the true feelings of a British otScer : — * flaving paid the tri- 
bute of praise, which is due to Marshal Massena as a general, it is but proper to 
notice his conduct as a man, and to endeavour to hold him up to the execration 
of his fellow-beings, by stating, as an eye-witness, that the iahuman cruelties 
which marked every step of his retreat, rank him as one of the greatestmonsters 
that ever disgraced the human form. The church and convent at Alcobaca^, 
.the value of which may be expressed to an English reader, by ;sayiiig, that 
they .were to the .Portuguese wdiat Westminster Abbey and the Bodleian are to 
the history and literature of England,' were burnt by orders from the Fre'nch 
head-quarters. - As much injury, "as time allowed' them to comiiiit, was clone 
to Batalha, the, most beautiful Gothic structure, not in Portugal alone, but ia 
Europe: the royal tombs were broke open, and among the bodies wdiich were 
taken out to be torn in pieces for the mockery of these rufiians, w'as that of 
Prince Henry, whose name has ever' been pronounced with veneratioo- by al! 
enlightened nations,' as tlllie 'first patron of maritime discovery. But the cruelties 
. w’hidi were perpetfated cannot, 'and; ought not to be described. Suffice it to 
say, that upon an ofiicjal inquiry, it' was ascertained, that in the. diocese of 
Coimbra alone, 29Q9 p.ersons, consisting ofmeib woineib and childreib weret 
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murdered on the retreat, and every one with some circumstance of aggravated 
barbarity 1 Never before had such cruelties been committed in civilized ages, 
and by people calling lliemselves civilized ; they have left an indelible stain 
upon the national character; and the name of Frenchman is become more 
odious and more infamous in Portugal than even that of Jew has been ; with 
this dilFererice, too, that the infamy having been well deserved, and the hatred 
well founded, they will both endure when all prejudices shallhave passed away. 
The retreat was conducted with great military skill, but not without some 
blunders. It was known at the time, that Ney and Masseua had quarrelled, 
but the cause of the dispute was not known. It arose from some reproaches 
which the commander In chief made to Ney for the slowness of his columiij, 
which the latter attributed to the quantity of carts and animals laden with 
plunder, collected as they went along. In consequence of these reproaches, 
when they reached the Foz d’Aronce, Ney ordered a guard to. take possession 
of the bridge, seize all the plunder, and burn it; and the execution was begun 
upon Massena’s own share, who did not venture to countermand the order, 
however bitterly he resented it. Shortly afterwards, he deprived Ney of his 
command, which was given to Loison. Flaving reached the frontiers, the 
French were safe from further pursuit. Lord Wellington, whose means were 
: greatly inadequate to the demand upon them, leaving his arm 3 ^, hastened to 

the Guadiana, to see if Badajoz could be recovered. Had theBritish army been 
provided with a due proportion of sappers, miners, and pontooneers, with the 
requisite materials of such an establishment, that important city might have 
been easily recaptured, before the French could have repaired the breaches 
which they had made, or filled up their own trenches. But we had not even 
a corps of sappers in our service; and men had to learn the first operations of 
the most difficult and dangerous branch of the military art, under the fire of 
an enemy who had made it their particular study. From the Guadiana Lord 
Wellington was recalled to the Coa; Massena had been allowed to make one 
effort more to re-establish his claim to the boasted appellation of the Ghild of 
Victory which Buonaparte had given him; his troops had been re-equippecl, 
and strongly reinforced; and in the beginning of May he attacked the allied 
army, in hopes of relieving Almeida from its blockade. The chief scene of 
this memorable action was at the village of Fueiites cfOnoro, The French 
were defeated iiere, as they were in every general action during the whole 
war : i\Imeida was evacuated,and Massena was on this removed from the com- 
liiand, Marshal Marrnont being appointed to succeed him. 

After this victory. Lord Wel lington hastened again to that part of his force 
which he had placed under Marshal Beresibrd’s orders. He arrived too late 
to prevent the battle of Albuhera; and renewed the siege of Badajoz, winch 
that battle had interrupted. While this was pursued with miserably inadequate 
means, and with a heavy loss of men, Soult and Marrnont formed a jimction, 
to ' relieve the garrison. The British general could not afford towin such 
victories as Albuhera; he therefore raised the siege, recrossed the Guadiaoa» 
and taking ..up a position within thePortuguesc frontier, defied their .collected.- 
force,' which he. .knew co-iild not long he kept together. .Lo.rd Welling-;: 

toil, acting upon this confidence^ baffied, with -consummate .'sldll,: tlm efforts of 
an .. enemy greatly superior in numbers, he .w.as secretly.preparing. to besiege 
■ Ciudad Rodrigo. The first bus.iness was to restore the- works at. Almeida, so 
'as to make .it a secure place of deposit for his artilie.ry and stores. ■ There , was 
a possibility that the. p.lace might be reduced by. blockade; for standing. in a 
■ lY.Nd. .ia-L " 41 ' 
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Iiostile eoinitry, sixty miles from , the nearest Freiicli cantooiiieots, supplies' 
could not be thrown 'in •without an ■escort at least equal ni number to the 
blockadiuj2 force ; but it ‘wasc-not easy for the Fretidi to-keep togetlier so large 
an army when they ■had no .magazines. ■ Witirthese .views, as soon as Marmoat 
and Smilt had sepamtad for ^ want of s^npplies, -Lord Weliingloivagaiii returned 
to the Agtjcda, and,' by the middle 'of iSeptember, Ciudad Rodrigo was so 
much disfsessed, that Marmont, with bet.weeii 60 aiic! 70,000 men, was com,*- 
peSicd to coine to itS' relief. ■ The ahies retired beiund ihe Coii, atKiihe Fi^^^^ 
papers boasted that ■they would have been driven to the lines of Lisbon, if the 
liiomtnl uad been com-e which -w.as Sxed ibr that catastrophe 1 When that 
momeni. siiouid arrive, .Murmont was to be joined by the -army ofihe so^uirh, c€ 
whose unbroken force ' he^ boasted. ' 'Lord Wellington had his eye upon that- 
force; ‘mhi General Rill, -being detached against a division of 3000 men under 
General Guard who occupied the country about Caeeres, surprised them com- 
pletely, kdicd above-(>O0, and too k above 1400 |yi4soijers, with-the whole -of their 
artillery, liaggage, stores, &c. This was the brst a-ctof enterprisethat the Britisii. 
had attempted. While the French were astonished at the change of system in 
their enemies, General Hili continued to alarm them by repeated incursions; 
and Lord Welliuglon, taking advantage of a moment when Marmont had 
detached part of his troops to assist Suchat in the conquest of Valencia, brought 
Bp his i}atteriug train against Ciudad Rodrigo, invested it on the 8th Jantiaryj, 
and carried it by storm on tlie l<)th, four days before Marmont collected an 
army at SaJamaiica to march to its relief. As soon as the place was again 
rendered tenable, he delivered it to the Spaniards, appeared suddenly "before 
Badajoz, invested it once more on the l6th March, and in twenty days was 
master also of that stroog fortress. Botli places were purchased at a heavy 
expeuee of life ; for owing to the deficiency of our military establishment in 
these important branches, that was accomplished by courage which ought to 
have been etiected by art. But they were both points of the greatest impor- 
tan<‘e; and admirable indeed was the skill by which a geoerai, with less thaii 
30,000 men, was enabiecl thus to take two fortresses of such magnitude, in spite 
of two French armies amounliug to more than fourscore thousand men. The 
tide of fortune had turned ; Buonaparte was at this time preparing for a war m 
Russia; another breathing time was given to Spain ; and England now began 
to ieel her own strength, and to glory in her army and her general, 

' • The Spiiiiiards were 'now so sensible of Lord Well iogton's services that they 
created him Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, and named him commarider-in chief of 
their armies. But thts appointment added little to his actual means. The 
character of the Spaniards, such .as it appears in history, had been strikingly 
exemplified during this war; nolhing could subdue the spirit of £he people,, 
nothing could teach wisdom to their rulers. The Cortes, from which so nmeh 
hud been hoped, wasted their time in metaphysical discussions, and in makhig 
a .‘onstiiutiou after the fashion of the French philosophy ; they removed many 
grievances and they abolished that accursed tribunal vvhich never should be 
mentioned without execration ; but unfortunately they committed acts of great 
injustice against the clergy and the nobles, and most iippoliiically offended all 
the deepest p>-rejydkes of the nation ■ Little or nothing was done to improve 
their armies ; and Lord -Wellington had only his own troops and the Portagiies-e 
to rely upon, the latter indeed fully equal to any service which might be re- 
quired from them, but both too few in number for the great opportunity which 
was presented. Itwas^ however, possible that -some striking exploit might 
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rouse ■ tise govetiiment, aud give the people an oppovtunity of agam, displaying 
tfiemselves as they had done at the comineuceraent of the struggle. ThC' first 
object was to impede the eommunkation between Soult and Marmont, now 
carried on by a bridge of boats established in place of the fine bridge at Alimaraz, 
This was defended by formidable works on .both sides the river. General Hilb' 
with his usual ability, surprised and destroyed them in May, and in June Lord 
Wellington advanceci from the Agueda to Salamanca, took the forts which the 
French had constructed at that city, making 800 prisoners* and pursued Mar- 
inont to the Douro. Marmont concentrated his force on the right bank between 
Polios and Tordesillas, having possession of all the bridges, and here he was 
joined by Bonnet’s army from Asturias, giving him a considerable superioritji 
over Tord Wellington, who then found it necessary to retreat. It was an 
awful sight to behold two great armies in an open and level country moving: 
in parallel lines, in full march, and frequently within half-cannon shot of each 
other, each waiting for some favourable moment in which the antagonist might 
be found at fault. The weather was at this time so sultry that, on one occasion^, 
when the French prest upon our rear and were driven out of a village by the 
bayonet, some of our men fainted with heat. On the 2 1st July the whole of 
the allied forces was assembled on theTormes; the evening w' as overcast, and 
a thunder-storm began as the enemy took up their position •, — the whole sky 
was kindled with almost continuous lightnings, and in spite of heavy rain the 
enemy’s fires were seen along their line. The two armies were now drawn up. 
near Salamanca on opposite rising grounds, the French having their left and 
the allies their right, each upon one of two remarkable rocky points called the 
two Arapiles. Here the French general, who, confiding in his superior numbers, 
%vas determined to bring the allies to action, extended his left, in order to turn 
the right of their position, and interpose between them and Ciudad Rodrigo. 
Lord Wellington was at dinner when he was informed of this movement; he 
saw at once the ad vantage which had been given ; he rose in such haste as to 
overturn the table, exclaimed that * Marmont’s good genius had forsaken hina,* 
and in an instant was on horseback, issuing those orders which won the battle 
of Salamanca. He attacked the French immediately where they had thus 
weakened themselves, and overthrew their whole army from tlieir left to their 
right, taking 7000 prisoners* eleven guns and two eagles. Marmont lost an 
arm in the action, and nothing but the coming on of night saved his army 
from tola! destruction. This was the most severe defeat which they had yet 
sustained, and the most humiliating. Hitherto we had been satisfied with re- 
pelling their attacks and remaining masters of the field of battle j Lord 
Wellington now drove them before him : he followed them to Valladolid, then 
leaving the pursuit, recrossed the Douro and moved upon the capital. The 
Intruder took flight for; the second ti.me from that city, and 1700 men who 
were. left in the Retiro surrendered to the British arms. ■■ ■, 

This was a bold movement : the allied army did not exceed 50,000 men, and 
the enemy had armies on ail sides amoud ting to more than thrice that numhef« 
Against these there was to be . take.n into t.he account, a hostile popuktio!i,r 
whom it was every where necessary to keep down by forces and mimcrougj 
Ijodies of guerrillas, who waged upon the invaders a consuming and dishearten- 
ing war. Something Lord Wellington calculated upon a Spanish army in the 
south under Ballasteros, a man of admirable activity and courage : and lie re- 
lied still more upon a diversion in Catalonia,, where a Britistr army from Sicily 
was to land to co-operate with the .Catalans -whom Great Brih^iu had too Img 
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suffered to struggle without support ; they, of all the Spaniards, having made 
the greatest efforts, and received (he least assistance. But Ballasteros carried 
with him through ail stages of his military progressthe habits Of instibordinatiori 
whicli he had learnt as a smuggler ; and being instigated by some of those per- 
sons who were blindly and obstinately jealous of the British influence in Spain, 
lie refused to obey Lord W ellington’s orders at the most critical moment, say- 
ing, he should uot think himself worthy to be called an Arragonese if he could 
thus consent to tarnish the honour of the Spanish army. The Regency im- 
mediately removed him from the command, and sent him into e.ytle’; but the 
evil was done j and Soult, who, in consequence of the advance upon Madrid, 
had broken up the long protracted siege of Cadiz, abandoned Seville, and eva- 
coated the whole of Andalusia, was thus enabled to make his retreat unmo- 
lested, and prepare with a formidable force to act against Lord Wellington. 
Tlie hopes of co-operation from the Sicilian army were not less cruelly disap- 
pointed ; that army was not strong enough to laud in Catalonia, it proceeded 
therefore to Alicante, and thereby enabling the Spanish army in that quarter 
again to come forward, prevented Suchet from moving upon Madrid ; this was 
as much as so weak a force could do, but much more was required at such a 
crisis. There was yet anotherpoint to winch Lord Wellington might look for 
support: the resources of Galicia had never been called forth since the French 
were driven out in ISOff; it was 4aid that an army of 25,000 men was ready to 
act with him from thence, and able to make a sl.,ncl if they were put in posLs- 
sion of Burgos.^ Marmont’s army, now refitted under General Clausel, and 
amounting to 25,000 men, was advancing in this direction, and Lord Wellino-- 
ton judged it best to march against this part of the enemy’s force, and obtab 
possession of Burgos, leaving half his army under Sir Rowland Hill, to observe 

the movements of Solilt from the south. 

The castle of Burgos is an old building which the French had fitted for de- 
fence. These irregular fortifications are sometimes for stronger than they an- 
pear, and besieging armies have often suffered for estimating them too cheaply 
Lord Wellington invested it on the igth September; three eighteen-pounders 
and five twenty-four-pouuder iron-howitzers were (he whole of his artillery 5 
but after what had been done at Rodrigo and at Badajoz it was supposed thlt 
nothing could resist the assault of British soldiers. There are situations in which 
no courage, however enterprising and desperate, can compensate for the want 
of science; thesiege was undertaken almost without means of any kind, and 
the men, after failing in their first attempt, lost heart; they saw that the pro- 
per means were wanting, and that they were opposing bayonets and flesh Ld 
blood against artillery and stone walls. Ammunition also failed, and it was 
necessary to wait for a supply from St. Andero : thus operations were protracted 
ill Soult, with a superior force, began to threaten Sir Rowland Hill, .md Clnu- 
sel, having been strongly reinforced, was able to act on the offensive. The 

meT Tf* and the loss of 2000 

men. It was necessary also to retire from xMadrid. Sir Rowland Hill fell back 

and joined Lord Wellington on the retreat, and the French armie.s, to the 
amount of 80,000 foot and 10,000 horse, formed their junction aiso in pursuit 

upon the Tonnes; the allies notexceeding5O,00O, of which 9000 werecavalrv’ 

If a victory had been gamed against such odds, it could not have been pursued ■ 

1819 was thus closed. As far as the commanders were concerned, the^etreat 
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known; In wliicli tlie^ troops made such short .marches; none on which tfief 
made such long and repeated halts; none in which the retreating armies were so 
little pressed 00 their rear by the enemy. The army met with no disaster, it 
suffered no privations but such as might have been prevented by due care on 
the part of the officers, and no hardships but what unavoidably arose from the 
iodemency of the weather.” ■ For my part,” said Marquis Wellesley, speak- 
ingin parliament with becoming pride of his brother’s conduct, — for my parti, 
were I called on to give my impartial testimony of the merits of your great ge- 
neral, I confess before heaven, I would not select his victories, brilliant as they 
are I would go to the moments when difficulties prest on him, — when he 
had but the choice of extremities, — ^when he was overhung by superior strength! 
It is to his retreats that I would go for the proudest and niost undoubted evi* 
deuce of his ability i” But though this praise (and it is the highest which a 
general can acquire) was perfectly deserved, the ill effects of the repulse at 
Burgos were lamentably apparent in the retreat, and the soldiers became so 
insubordinate as to call forth a severe reprehension from the commander. 

Mortifiyiog as it was thus to have retreated, and deeply painful as it waste 
retire from Madrid where the people had welcomed their deliverers wdth such 
enthusiastic joy, yet the campaign was productive of the most beneficial con- 
sequences, The only two fortresses which enabled the enemy to threaten Por- 
tugal had been wrested from him, a number of his troops nearly equal to that 
of the w'hole allied army had been destroyed, and the whole south of Spain 
delivered. The honours and rewards which Lord Wellington had so well 
deserved vi'ere now decreed him by his grateful country. The restrictions upon 
the Regency having expired, the first use which the Prince Regent made of 
his new power was to create him a marquis of the united kingdom, and par- 
liament unanimously voted a grant of £100,000 to purchase lands and enable 
him to support the dignity of the peerage. In Portugal he had already been 
made Count of Vimeiro and Ma rquis of Torres Vcclras, and now by a remark- 
able coincidence, the Prince of Brazil conferred upon him the additional title 
of Duke of Vittoria. The winter and early spring were spent in preparing 
for a campaign which might complete the great work of delivering the Penin- 
sula : for this purpose Marquis 'Wellington went to Cadiz to communicate in. 
person with tlie Spanish government, and the armies of that country were at 
lenglh brought into a better state of discipline. In England also it was at last 
acknowledged that the best economy in war is to spare no expense in doio j 
the work speedily, Buonaparte had been driven from Russia; and never had 
any army been overtaken with such tremendous vengeance as that which in 
Ills wanton and blind ambition be had led to Moscow. Prussia had seized the 
opportunity to throw off his yoke; his whole force was now required for the 
struggle in Germany; — and the British government, which in the worst times 
had bravely and wisely persisted ii the arduous struggle, made full use of the 
fiiv Durable opportunity. 

NotwithstaiidiDg Soult with a considerable body of troops had been called 
to Germany, there were still above 150,000 French in Spain ; but of ihe.se a 
great number were, dispersed in garrisons, and Catalonia and Yalencia required 
a large proportion, A force, however, of 70,000 was collected to oppose the 
allies ; it consisted of the whole armies of the south and centre, with some di- 
visions of the army of the north, and of the army of Portugal, whose name 
was still retained after their complete expulsion from that country. The pup- 
pet King Joseph .w'as at'tiieir head, thinking'it ptudenttoleave Madrid before 
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lie sliould be driwm fro^ it, 1'iiat'hi> last retreat miglit be more: decorous tliaH 
ilie former j aud Marsbai Joui^aii h-aci the eommaiid. Tlieir ^ lieacl-qiiarters' 
were to Valladolid -wfaeu Marquis Wellington, toward the; latter end of 
took the field with 80,000 nieu- The eueniy retired from, the Tonnes, as be 
advaiicedj and he moved up the right bank of the Buero, crossed the Esla^ 
aiul took tlieir line of defence along the Doero completely in reverse ; they 
therefore necessarily retreated, and our cavalry, acting to advantage in the fiat 
country, kept them so in check and crampt their movements so as to prevent 
a Slagle reconooisance on their part, to discover t he iiombers, routes, or inten'^ 
tions of the British army. BurgoS', which had opposed so formidable a resist- 
ance the preceding year, was abandoned and blown up : and our great com- 
mander, pursuing the same system, amused the enem^y upon their main front, 
while three or four divisions, hastening forward by lateral roads on their fianfc, 
crost the Ebro also, before they coukl take possession of its almost impregnable 
positions. These successes, which would have been considered as an ample 
reward for two or three general actions, were obtained by the skill of the ge« 
neral with scarcely the loss of a single life. The French, being deprived, by 
these admirable movements, of the advantage which they might have derived 
from these rivers, and the strength of the coinilry about the Ebro, drew up 
for battle upon the river Zadora, near Vittoria ; the high road to that city be- 
ing in their centre, their left extended across the mountains to LaPuebla de 
Arlanzon, and the right of their centre rested on a strong circular hill, w'hich 
they covered with irifirntry, and with several brigades of guns, to defend the 
passage of the river. The position, though in other respects well chosen, was 
liable to be taken in flank, and Marquis Wellington saw at a glance where Its 
weakness lay. He began the action on the right, where the Spaniards under 
Genera! Murillo attacked the heights of La Puebla with great gallantry : their 
leader was wounded, but remained in the field; the French made great 
efforts to retain this ground, which they bad neglected to occupy in suiffitcienl 
strength, and here the stress of the battle lay, reinforeements coming from 
both sides; but Sir Howland Hill remained at last in possession of this Impor- 
tant point, and being enabled to pass the river, and a defile which it formed, 
carried the village of Sabijana de Alara in front of the enemy’s position. Tim 
being lost, when the French percei ved the centre of the allied army advaocing 
to attack the hill above the Zadora, while Sir Howland attacked their centre 
on the other side, they began to retire toward Vittoria in good order; meanlime 
Sir Thomas Graham, with the left, cut off their retreat on the road to Bayonne. 
The contest was now carried close to the walls of Vittoria, and was soon 
terminated. As an officer, who bore a part in this day’s glorious work, well 
expressed it, ^ the French were beaten before the town, and in the town, and 
through the town, and cut of the town, and behind the town, and all round 
about the town.’ Every where they were attacked, and every where put to 
utter rout. They themselves had in many actions made greater slaughter of a 
Spanish army, but never in any instance had reduced even an array of raw 
volunteers to such a state of total wreck, — stores, baggage, artillery, every thing 
was abandoned,— -one gun and one howitzer only were they able to carry off], 
and even that gun was taken before it could reach Pamplona. 
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WRITTEN BY OFFICERS DURING ^THE" SEVERAL CAMPAIGNS' 
IN PORTUGAL AND SPAIN, 

ARllANGEB ACCOSIBING -TO THE CAIHPA1G.;NS. 


Tke JkUawmg CoUecthn of Letters mil be dtkl^ Ddluei hy our Rea,ders^ as being's^ 
mmny of igiimi cotemporaneous docimients^ written at the tlmey and on the spot ^ of the 
several Campaigns. They are arranged m distinct packets according as they belong' 
so diferent Campaigns. Thus the first Packet is entiiuled^ — ^Letters JOersn Ct the 
Campaign op isos ; and as the mine of this kind of document depends upon its 
authenticity^ at the end of every Packet is added the name of the &£icer by whom the 
Letters mere written. And where the whole of the Letters ore not by one Writer^ hut 
^re mternziosedy the intermixed letters are signed with the name of the Writer. 

LETTERS EUEING THE CAAIPAIGN IN SPAIM IN mg. - 
(Voubinuedfimn mr last) 

LETTER V. . 

Advance of the British info Spain — The Guards reach to Castel Branco^ through 
Ahrantes, Cortigado Sobnera Formosa, and Sazedas, 

Castel Brmico, 2d Jutg, 1809 * 

THE situation of the enemy haviug* been perfeetly ascertained by intelli* 
fence from General Cnesta, Sir Arthur Wellesley advanced ^th the army 
from Abrantes on the 28th of Jirne, in several divisions, and by different 
routes 5 the country through which the line of march lay, being unfavourable 
to the movements of large bodies, from the diMculty of procuring supplies* 

The 2d division, under the orders of Major-General liill, and the German 
legion, on successive days with the artillery, marched along the south bank of 
the Tagus, which they crossed at Villa Velha, by a bridge of boats* Brigadier- 
General A. Campbelfs route was on the north side, and the march of the 
guards and General Cameron’s brigade, forming part of Lieutenant-General 
Sherbrooke’s division, was on the direct road to the frontier by which Janot 
entered the kingdoni, and experienced such difficulties as obliged, him to 
destroy a great Ji umber of his guns* . 

After a pleasant halt of a fortnight, the guards marched from Putiheteon 
the 27th of June, and reached' Abf antes, tvvo leagues, distant' by po’dock.— . 
Latter: part of the road extremely hilly.: — the 'Sd ragiment was i|uartered in the 
cmweiA of Mdif/ieuses of St.' C'iuref: ■ , ’ 

At half- past 1 ou the following morn ing the generale „beat, and by 5 the 
column wa'S formed on the road leading to Castel ' Branco. At 9 the troops 
halted and hutted in a wood of pines -near the village of Doming'O. 

June the 29 th the troops advanced at the same early hour as on thepreccd- 
Irig day-: and about 4 halted in the little town of Corti^ada. This clay’s iiarcii 
was six leagues, the road very hilly, and the troops in consequciice. were Much 
fatigued. About 2 o’clock a tremendous thunderstorm came-oo, accompanied 
with lightning and heavy rain. Tlie" Goldstretnii and General -Camerotf-s 
brigade halted at Cardagos, seven nviies intthe-'rear. 

June the 30th, at half-past 4 A. M. the 5d reliiBent marched, and about S 
o’clock reached the miserable '-village of 'Soforiera Formosa, 2 league®;' where 
bei,ng joined by t'foe 'ColdsIream, ^-at 11 -the column advanced toSazedas, 4 
leagues beyond At i lhe:troopS'deitedthroaghbhestroBgpass*of Montegordo^, 
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defeiidecl by several redoubts, and a Portuguese battalion ; and soon after crossed 
the river Alvito, knee-deep.: ■ At 5' ?. M. halted and, went into very indifferent 
quarters. The town was completely deserted by the inhabitants,, who had flee! 
to the mountains with' all their effects, by orders of ' the goveniment, on the 
French making their appearance at Alcantara. Next day the brigade inoved 
out of the town to the side of an adjoining bill, and constructed huts. At 3 
this morniog the guards were again on march, and arrived at Caste! Branco, 
S leagues, about il o clock, *lhe troops were iiiif ted a mile bevotid the city. 
The country around Castel Branco is fertile, and abounds in cattle. 

In general the roads of Portugal are in very bad order, and the distances 
between towns computed in an arbitrary manner, as the league varies in length 
from 3 to 7 miles. — The patriotic cares of the Marquis de Pombal for the 
improvement of his native country, had suggested the necessity of good roads 
thioughout the kingdom; but since that minister’s decease none of his many 
excellent plans have been adopted. 

The reports current here are, that the French have concentrated their forces 
at Talavera, to the amount of 43,000 men, of which number Joseph Bounaparle 
had brought 6,000 from Madrid, after pillaging the city. 


LETTER VI. 

T7i« British enter Spain at Zarza M«yor, and arrive at Placentia, where the 
whole oj the armp is concentrated, 

Placentia, iQth July, 

At half-past 1 on the morning of the 3d instant. Lieutenant-General Sher- 
brooke s division was in motion on the road to the frontier, and about noon 
halted at Lodkro, a village consisting of a few houses, 4 leagues distant from 
Castel Branco— the road very good— On the march the column forded the 
Ponsul, where Junot lost 200 men, it being much swoln at the time of his 
advance into Portugal, 

July the 4tii. To Zibriera 3 short leagues. The troops contrived to hivome 

at the eiKl of each day’s march, and were particnlarSy fortunate in having fine 

weather throughout. 

July the 5th, at half-past 2 A. M. the column was in motion, and after a 
march of 2 leagues passed the frontier town of Salvatierra situated on an 
eminence. Soon after, fording the small river Eija, which here forms the 
boundary of the two kingdoms, the division entered the Spanish territory, and 
proceeding over an uncultivated plain, arrived at ZarM Major, 3 miles from 
the river, about JO o’clock. The troops went into the Inits which had been 
eonstructed by Major-General Mackenzie’s division, a league beyond the town : 
here they halted until the morning of the 7(h, when the division moved for- 
ward about 2 o’clock. This day’s march was through a delightful country, 
part of an ancient royal forest. At 10 halted aud hutted within a mile of the 
town of Montalegre, situated on the banks of the Aliagon, over which there 
ifi a good bridge of 7 arches. This little place had an appearance of cleanliness 
superior to what was usually seen in the villages of Portugal ; it had ouce been 
rortihed, but the works were now in a ruinous slate. 

July the 8th. At 1 this morning the column advanced, and about 8 o'clock 
passed through Coria, a town ofsome note, and hutted for the night in a wood, 
about a mile beyond. A column of dust ou the road to Placentia, marked the 
rout of General Hill’s division.~€oria stands in an elevated situation, and about 
a quarter of a mile distant runs the Aliagon, which an earthquake had caused 
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to desert its former cliaonel, so that a handsome bridge of 5 arches is now 
■rendered useless. At the entrance of the town is a monastery of Franciscans 
whose personal appearance certainly bespoke the poverty of their order. 

July the Qlln An hour after midnight the generale beat, and the column, 
left in front, passed under an arch of the bridge, and proceeded on the road to 
flaceiitia. At noon the troops forded the Aliagon, which was attended with 
some delay, as the river runs broad and deep. About 1 halted and hutted on 
the side of a hill facing the town of Galisteo at the distance of a mile on the 
south bank of the Xerte. The division remained on this ground the two 
following days. On the 10th a report reached the camp of the Spanish army, 
commanded by General Blake, having been defeated by Suchet Sir Arthur 
Wellesley had gone from Placentia, accompanied by (Colonel Murray, Qr-Mr,- 
General, to hold a conference with Cuesta, whose head-quarters are at Alma- 
raz, on the Tagus j his advance under the Duke of Albuquerque at Arzobispo. 

Oil the 12th of July the division marched to Placentia, 10 miles of good road. 
The peasantry in this district ivere employed in cutting down the corn. 

The division after crossing the bridge over the Xerte, passed under the walls 
of the city to a wood about a league distant, and hutted. The whole of the 
infantry, except Major-General Mackenzie’s division, which continued to form 
the advance, was assembled on this ground. 

The city of Pkceotia has many remains of Moorish architecture, particularly 
the great church 5 it is completely walled round with circular towers at short 
distances, but unprovided with cannon, and the works are mouldering rapidly 
into decay. The streets are narrow^ yet the houses are of a good stile, and have 
a pleasing air of cleanliness. 

There are two bridges over the Xerte, one of seven handsome arches. 
Water is conveyed into the city by an aqueduct of very ancient construction. 

A striking difference is already perceived betwixt the personal appearance 
and manners of the Portuguese and Spaniards, clearly in favour of the latter, 
who seem of a more manly character. 

Provisions are tolerably plentiful, and vegetables in abundance. Indeed the 
district of Placentia is considered one of the most luxuriant in Spain. Wine 
is brought into the camp daily in great quantities, but of an inferior quality.—* 
By a wise regulation the price of every article is settled by the Alcades, and 
affixed in the market place to prevent imposition. 

Ice is procured from the mountains, at the foot of which the troops were en- 
camped, Even at this advanced season their tops are covered with snow. 

In a valley not far from the city, stands the celebrated Jeromite convent of 
St. Juste, into which Charles V. after alarming all Europe for upwards of a 
century, by the terror of his arms, retired with a few domestics to end his days 
ill penitence and prayer. . 

This day the 1st battalion of the 48th regiment, commanded by Lieuten ant- 
Colonel Doiieian, marched Into camp in 18 days from Lisbon, leaving only 
four men sick on the road, 

LETTER- VII 

T^he British ^ form.' a Juncture with CiiestiCs arrive at Tidmcra.de .la 

. Me^na»’>—-‘Basition of the BreQicky and Plan oj the intended Attack* . 

Talavei'a de la Re^nat Jnh/f 

An hour before, day-light, 011 the 17 th of July, the British, quitted Placentia, 
and after a -inarch of Two leagues,, the, infantry , halted,, near .Malpartidad©:, 

Vot, IVo No. 24 , ' . . 4 K. . ■ ' 
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Placentia, oo "a plain, Wliere - was riot a single bush to^ slielter the troops from 
the scGiTfiiiig beat of Water was very 'scarce and bad. 

Brigadier 'General Fane, with the brigade of heavy cavalry, was advanced 
, Q leagues ill front. 

July the 18th, the army moved from their ground at half-past 3 in the 
Hiorning, and in four hours reached the Tietar, which was crossed by a teili- 
. .porary bridge; the one of boats being rendered unseryiceable by the' Spanish 
peasantry, on the appearance of the French. At 2 P.M. the troops halted, and 
hutted close to the river. The comm'ander of the forces, with his staffi 
passed the column to Mayadas, a small village about a mile beyond. General 
Cuesta’s army crossed the Tagus this rooming at Almaraz, according to the 
plan of operations concerted betwixt him and Sir Arthur Wellesley. And Sir 
Robert Wilson, whose corps had hitherto preceded the advance of the British, 
moved by a road to the left, after passing the Tietar. 

A little wine was this day brought into camp by the peasantry, but ootliirig 
besides. 

July the IQth, the army was again in motion before daydight,aod proceeded 
until noon along the banks of the Tietar, in a line parallel with the march of 
the Spanish army. The heat of the sun had been extremely oppressive for 
these three days past After a march of twelve hours, the troops halted in a 
beautiful wood, near the village of Centinello. It %vas generally understoocL 
that the French out-posts were at the distance of only 3 leagues from the ad- 
vance of the British under Major General Mackenzie, who, supported by 
General Fane’s brigade of heavy cavalry, was about three miles in front of 
the main body. 

By the latest information received of the enemy, it appeared that Yictor hac! 
made the following disposition of his forces, amounting, according to report, to 
about 30,000 men. 

His i^dvanced guard of cavalry occupied the city of Talavera de la Reyna. 

liis right Banked by a rising ground, and secured by heavy artillery, rested 
upon the Alberche, whicli protected his front, the line being extended along 
the banks of that riverlo the Tagus, and eastviuu*d in the direction of Toledo j 
in the neighbourhood of which city, Venegas, who had been detached by 
Ciiesta, with t8J)00 men, was directed to arrive on the 24th instant. 

The intended plan of attack was formed on this information. 

General Cuesta’s army supported by The British cavalry, vvas to force the 
bridge over the Alberche, and attack the left of the enemy whilst tlieBritisli 
infantry forded the river in front, and endeavoured to turn his right. 

Venegas, after gaining ■ possession 'of Toledo, in 'which the enemy was^ sup™ 

■ posed to have left a very inconsiderable force, was'Jo" 'pass the Tagus, and place 
liimself i')etwixt Madrid and the rear of the French army, co-operatin gif possible, 
%vitii „Sir Robert Wilson,- wiio Ikad ''been' for 'someduys ut l'lscalonu, with'the 
iAisiPanian legion, consisting; of 2000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and a few held 

pieces. Sir Robert had.succeeded in opening a communication with-the capitaL 

duly the 20th, the army moved forward at 3 in the morning : and on leaving 
tim-wood, entered a long extensive plain, which reached to Oropesa, 6 leagues 
..distant. About 4 'oelock- the .'column halted, a, mile beyond the town, aftera 
most fatiguing march.- A '^‘strong piquet of French cavalry hud been here on 
the precedingevenmg; and aflheir-departure this morning, they plimdered 
the town, and carried off all the bread and wine they could find. 

In ti,e course of this afternoon, Cuesta’s advanced guard entered Oronesa, 
ihe 3 imctiun of the two arnries \vas effected. 
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July the 2Ist^ tlie geiierale beat at the, usual early hour, but after the troops 
^vere under arms, the march was suspended to give time for the Spanish army 
to take a position in front of the British. About half-past 10 o’clock the army 
cjf Estreraacliira , halted to refresh, at the distance of half a league, in n umber 
55,000, iiicluding 7000 cavalry. The infantry appeared strong able bodied 
men, but deficient in discipline. They are the same troops who behaved so 
well at the battle of Medellin, on which occasion the conduct of the infontry 
m-as cool and resolute, and they positively turned the left wing of Victor’s army ; 
but the cavalry gave way when their services were most wanted. 

At 4 in the afternoon the whole of the troops were drawn out, and General 
Cuesta, with his adjutant- general O’Donaghue, accompanied by Sir Arthur 
IVelksley and his staffs reviewed the British line. 

The Spanish leader appeareci an infirm old man, so much so that he is 
obliged to be lifted, into his sadd le^ and as he cannot remain long at a time on 
horseback, an ancient teily coachdrawnby 6 mules,isin constaiitattendaiice. 

General Guestais said to possess the entire confidence of his troops, and thm 
may be the reason why lie has been selected to command an army of patriots, 
which ought to have an ofiicer of youth, vigour, and talent at its head. The 
Duke of Albiu’iuerque who commands the cavalry, is esteemed an active 
officer, zealous in the cause of his country. Report speaks highly of the mili- 
tary talents of General O’Bonaghue. 

Tins morning the combined army was in motion before day-break, and 
ad,:¥ariced along the extensive plain toward Talavera. Few officers iiad ever 
previously seen so large a body acting as if by one impulse, and marching ia 
one direction. It was in truth a sublime and magnificent spectacle, and 
the occasion was calculated to excite the most exalted ideas in a, soldier’s bosom. 

About 6 o’clock a heavy cannonade commenced in front, andcontjnued at 
intervals until S in the afternoon ; a little before wbich the combined army 
hivomced within a mile and a half of Talavera,, whence the enemy was dis- 
lodged in the course of the moriiiilg, by the advance of the British and 
Spaniards. The French cavalry retreated over the Alberche closely pursued* 

LETTER Vni 

The Co'mkinei Arm?/ moves from the Wood of Olives, to the Bmilts of tlii' 
Alherche.'-^Iletrecit of Marshal Victor. — British Out-posts at Oasekgas .' — • 
The Spaniards occiqrp Santa Olalhu 

Talavera delaHepmi, ^Qtli Jidy, ISO^. 
Exactly at 4 in the moniing of the 23d instant, the several divisions of the 
army moved out of the wood in which they had reposed the preceding night, 
and were halted almost immediately afterwards. At S o’clock the troops agaiii 
advanced, and about noon, arrived near the ruins of an old convent, within % 
miles of the' .‘llberche, ontlm opposite bank of w'hich the enemy was posted' 
in force, when an order was given for the British to return to their former 
grouncL This unexpected movement occsioned a variety of reports and 
surmises. By ■ some it w'as said, that -Sir Arthur 'Wellesley and Cuesta had 
disagreed, and the Spaniards were averse to engage on a Sunday; others 
asserted that the preparatioms of the latter, were not complete, and that he 
waited for ammuniiioii ; lioweveivit was generally understood, that tlie posi- 
tion "of tiie French ■ was I'o be attacked on. the following m-ornitig. " 

Ail hour after midniglit, on .the . 24 th,,of July, the army assembled without 
beat of drum, and advanced left in front, In. silence- and with the most perfect. 
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I’eg'iilarity to the expected attack. About, 6 the guards arrived within sight of 
the Alberche, when they perceived with surprise, that the eoemy had abaodoned 
his position, and was in full retreat. The commander of the forces, and Lieu* 
tenant (ieneral Sherbrooke had passed the i\}berche with a considerable body 
of cavalry* and Major General Mackenzie’s division of infantry, and hung on 
the rear of the enemy’s retiring columns. The advance of the British halted 
at the village of Caselegas, 1 league beyond the Alberche. Cuesta pushed 
onward his out-posts, 2 leagues further to Santa Olalla, late the head -quarters 
of Marshal Victor. 

After halting, for orders until noon, during which interval, the officers crossed 
the rear to see the French huts, which were remarkable for their neatness and 
regularity ; the troops returned to their former position, on the Wood of Olives. 
It was now a subject of general regret that the French had not been attacked 
on the preceding day, even without the co-operation of the Spaniards. Wlsat- 
ever was the real cause of this i-etrograde movement, the disappointment of 
the troops at not being led agaimst the enemy, whom they had made so many 
liarassing marches 1o come up with, was very apparent. An advance however, 
at the present moment, was doubtless rendered either unnecessary or impracti- 
cable from circumstances, which were known only to the commander of the 
forces. Indeed the difficulty of procuring supplies for so large an army might 
have proved an insuperable obstacle. So tar hitlierto, had success attended the 
liiovemenls of the allies, tliat the enemy found himself compelled to quit his 
position on the Alberche, which the appearance of Cuesta’s force alone would 
never have effected. 

In the course of this day, the conduct of the Spanish leader was very generally 
commented upon. He was considered a man of strict honour, and to possess 
an invincible hatred to the Fi*ench ; but his dilatory and half digested measures 
did not seem calculated to be of much service to his country. 

Tulavera de ia Reyna is a large town with several handsome streets, but an 
air of desolation and ruin reigned throughout j many of the houses w'ere 
deserted, and the appearance of the whole place presented a sad picture of the 
ravages of war, which seemed to have been in a peculiar manner inflicted on 
this devoted town. The French troops during their stay, had been guilty of 
the greatest excesses; a number of houses were completely destroyed, and the 
furniture burnt for fuel. In every quarter were to be seen marks of the 
devastation they had committed, which must have imprinted a lasting hatred 
in the minds of the unfortunate inhabitants. Even the satisfaction felt by those 
who remained in the town at being delivered from an enemy who had caused 
them so much misery and vexation, could not prevent an air of melancholy 
from appearing in their countenances on viewing the destruction of property, 
and the havoc made on all sides. The Plaza de Toros, where the bull-fights 
and other exhibitions were held, was now a scene of the greatest desolation. 
In contemplating the spot where the Spaniards enjoyed their Tiational amuse- 
ments, it was impossible not to feel regret at the sad change that had taken place. 

The cathedral, a iiandsome modern building, remained uninjured ; the French 
being centerited with carrying off the splended ornaments used in their cere- 
monies of reli^gion. ■ A very fine alter-piece by Murillo, excited universal ad- 
miration. Ill the ch urch. of St Antonio, the enemy destroyed every thing, and 
i'ouverted it into a barrack for infantry. 

{Tp he mntmmij ■ 
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OF THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

(from TtJE FRENCH.) 

f Continued fro7n oiir last j 

THE Prince 'c>f Orangey . wliose station .was in tlio left wingy wa^ 
wounded there at; the head of his troops, • 

■ Wotwithstaodiiig these exertions, the line of the English was within a; 
little of being broken. If we may give credit to witnesses worthy of 
belief: it is even asserted that the greatest disorder prevailed for a con*- 
siderable time in their rear, and that they caused their baggage to r€«« 
treat with precipitation in the direction of Brussels in great confusion, 
and amidst a general alarm, .. 

However tlii.^ may be, it is not therefore less certain that they repulsed 
all our attacks with unsurmonntable firmness, and that they were able 
to render them inefi'ectual, concealing from our observation the, distur- 
bance and alarm which attacks so furious, so often obstinately repeated, 
could not fail to inspire. ■ , 

At the same time that they began to be agitated with astonishment 
and terror, the French army was equally struck with hesitation, and the 
liveliest inquietude. Some dismounted batteries were put in retreat, 
great numbers of the wounded forsook the columns, and spread the 
greatest iiocertainty for the event of the battle ; the acclamations and 
joyful shouts of soldiers, certain of marching to victory, were followed 
by a profound silence. All the troops, except the infantry of the guards 
were seen in action, and exposed to the most murderous fire ; theen-® 
gagement prolonged itself with the ^ same continued violence, and' yefe 
brought forward no result, , . , 

The hour of seven was near. Buonaparte, who till now had remained 
on the eminence where be had placed himself, and from which he had 
an excellent view of all which occurred, contemplated with a ferocious 
look the hideous spectacle of so frightful a butebery. The more obstacles 
increased, the'greater appeared his 'obstinacy. ■ He became impatient of 
these iinforseen difficulties, and' far from fearing to push to extremities 
an army whose coniidence in him was unbounded, he did not cease to 
send fresh troops, and to, give orders to advance, to charge bayonets, to 
assault. Several times was it mentioned to him from different quarters, 
that the affair was unfortunate, that the troops appeared shaken ; 

Forward, forward,” was his reply. 

, , A general caused him' to bs informed, that he was unable to niiaintaia 
bis position which was annoyed by; a battery ■; atthesametimehein* 

. quired what he should do to withdraw hims.elf from .fern fire. 

Seize it,”' lie replied, and turned his back to the. aid«de«catop. 

A wounded> English officer, who had been m^de prisoner, was brou'ght 
before him. He made various enquiries of 'him, : and' amongst others, 
|he force pf the English, army® The' told liim it -was very' mm€m 
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rolls, and that it had just received a reinforcement of sixty thousand men. 
« So much the better,” said he “ the more there are, the more we shall 
beat.” He sent off several of his staff with dispatches, which he die-- 
tated to a secretarj', and repeated several times in a distracted inan- 
ner, “Let him not forget to mention every where that the victory 
is mine.” 

At length the instant was arrived, when, all his attempts havijig com- 
pletely tailed, it was announced to him, that some Prussian columns 
were debouching on our right flank, and threatened our rear. He ivoold 
give no credit to these reports, and answered several times that they had 
made wrong observations, and that these pretended Prussians were only 
the corps of Grouchy. He even abused, and sent back in discontent, 
several of the aides-de-camp, who successively came to brino- him this 
intelligence. “ Away,” said he; “you have been affrighted .•'’approach 
without fear these debouching columns, and you will be convinced that 
they are Grouchy’s/* 

After so positive an answer, several of them in confusion for their 
mistake, vetnnied vvith confidence towards the Prussian advanced corps, 
and notwithstanding the warm fire which these directed against them,’ 
approached so near as to run the risk of being taken or kilted. It was 
uecessaiy therefore to yield to evidence, and it was besides impossible 
any longer to mistake the truth of what was stated, when these columns, 
filing off as they arrived, made a fierce attack on our right. Part of the 
sixth corps was sent to support this new shock, in expectation of the 
arrival of Marshal Grouchy’s divisions, wliich were continually rec- 
koned upon , the report was even spread in the army that they were 
already in line, 

It results from the accounts, that part of Marshal Biucher’s army 
which after the battle of the l6th had carefully concentrated itself near 
Wavre, bad carefully concealed its march from Marshal Grouchy • and 
Aatalter being rejoined by the fourth Prussian corps under Gereral 
Bulow, had with great expedition reapproached the English line to co- 
operate with the Duke of Wellington, 

Marshal Grouchy had in fact pursued the Prussians closely in their 
retreat upon Wavre, and had in that place attacked the portion of their 
army which remained there. He was fighting, at the very time that we 
were also engaged, against some small corps, which he mistook for the 
whole of the Prussian army, over which he continued to gain signal ad- 
vantages. These corps, however, being favoured by the difficulties ofa 
mountainous country, opposed him with a resistance obstinate enou Hi, 
If not to arrest his march, at least to retard it considerably. They thus 
succeeded m engaging him at a sufficient distance from the place where 
■” '' ““ 

re«k',d‘lM“T "“.“f ” to m ; and thus tire Enelish 

^ n ® intervention, which they 

knew well how to value, and which besides was foreseen, enabled them 
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iiot only to be fearless of our most "vigorous attempts, biit4oresniiie, 
against tis tlie offensive, and shortly to overpower us. They therefore 
'reassiiimed an entire coofideoce ; and 'calculating their dispositions' from 
the 'favourable circom stances which .presen ted -themselves, they resisted 
with ail their strength, - and with an ardour incessantly teiiewed. 

It is besides evident that this 'Operation -had been concerted "between 
the two commanders in chief, and that- the English -defended their posi- 
tion with -a -steadiness so insuperable, only to., give: ti me "td the Tru-ssians 
for -effecting this combined movement ; on which depended the success 
of the -battle, the co'mmeiicement of which they- hourly expected.' . 

Buonaparte, who in despite of all appeared to have no doubt goih 
rerning the speedy arrival of Marshal Grouchy, and who undoubtedly 
persuaded himself that he pressed closely on the Prussian army, judged 
with a determination which nothing could alter, that the nnoment fpr 
deciding the day was arrived. He accordingly formed a fourth cole niii 
of attack composed almost entirely of the guard, and after sending off 
to every point instructions for supporting this movement on which the 
victory depended, directed it at thep^^ de charge on Mont St, Jean, 

These veteran warriors attacked the summit with that intrepidity which 
might be expected from them. The whole army resumed its vigour, 
and the combat was rekindled along the whole line. The giiasd made 
successive charges, but was in all repulsed. Beneath the thunders of a 
dreadful artillery, which seemed to multiply, these invincible grenadier 
perceived their ranks to thin under the shots; they closed them with 
promptness, and with coolness; they coiitinued to march without dis- 
may ; nothing withstood them but death or severe wounds ; but the hour 
of defeat was come. Enormous masses of infantry, supported by an 
immense cavalry, to which we had none to oppose, ours being totally 
cut to pieces, fell upon them with fury, and surrounding tliem on every 
side, summoned them to yield® They replied, The guard does not 
yield, it dies.” No quarter was then allowed; they almost all fell, fight- 
ing with desperation, under the edge of the sabres, and the bayonets^ 
points. This frightful massacre was continued while they resisted. But 
at length, oppressed with forces infinitely superior, and w^earied besides 
wilh'frontiog in "vaio certain death, they abandoned their ranks, 'and fell 
'■'back in disorder towards their first' positions, undoubtedly with the pur- 
pose of rallying there, 

'While things - were thus passing near- the centre, the Prussian columoss 
'"Which had alTived' on -our right, continued to - advance, -and •ardently to 
-press the few-' troops- which were on -that point. The lo-ud roaring of the 
• caiiiion- aod’iiiusquetry was now distinctly heard i'li the rear of our .line, 

- '.a-nd gTadtially approa-ched' it, 'Our troops s'U stained the fight with all 
their power, ---but gradually lost ground. 'At le-ngth-oiir right wing -sen*? 
^^Ibly retrograded, 'and the' Prussians, who were turning it, were on th.^ 

- point of debouching on the road, --'when a rumour’' was spread, - that -the 
guard had been repulsed, and that its battalions had been dispersed, re- 
duced to a small number, and were retiring in precipitation. A general 
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alarum spread tliroiagb the army^ its ranks broke in every clirectiooj and 
sought safety In, the most speedy flight. Buonaparte in vain desperately 
collects for a last effort some battalions of the yonog and old guard, 
which had not yet been engaged, and conducts them against the enemy, 
who had already left his positions in a bod}^. This feeble reserve, inti- 
midated by what was passing around, and likewise overwhelmed by 
numbers, is speedily overthrown. 

The army now, rushing like an overflowing torrent, spontaneoiisly 
and at the same instant forsook its positions. The artillerymen aban- 
doned their guns, the soldiers of the waggon-train cot the harness of 
their horses; infantry, cavalry, troops of every description, mingled and 
confused, now present only a uiishapen mass, which nothing can retain, 
and which flies for its safety towards the' road, and across the fields. A 
crowd of carriages, ranged along the sides of the road in a confused mass, 
cucumber it so as to render it impassable. Yet the cry of sauve qui pent 
had not been raised. This general rout was the effect of an iioaoiiiious 
movement, the causes of which are unknown, and which it would be ex- 
tremely difficult to assign, if it -were not natural to attribute it to the- 
observations which each soldier was able to make wdthin himself of the 
perilous situation in which we were placed. In truth, the French sol- 
dier is never entirely passive,' like almost all soldiers of other nations, 
but he observes, he reasons, and does not in any circumstance obey his 
commanders so blindly, as to neglect submitting their operations to his 
own judgment. ' 

No point of direction had been fixed upon, and there was no longer 
any command which could be beard. The generals and other officers, 
lost ill the crowd, which dragged them along with it, were separated from 
their divisions. • Not a single battalion existed, behind which we might 
rally ; and since nothing had been previously thought of to enable iis to 
make a regular retreat, how 'was it possible to prevent a rout so complete 
of which no person had even formed an idea, and which was hitherto 
uniheard of in the French army, already assailed as it had been by so 
many disasters. 

The guard, that immoveable phalanx, which io its heaviest catastro- 
phes had awlays been the. rallying point of the army, and had served as^ 
its rampart,— at length this guard, the terror of the enemy, was cut 
down, and fled dispersed with the multitude. 

Each person saved himself at chance, —they drive, they hurry, endea- 
Touring each to precede the one before . him ; groups, more or 'less nume- 
rous, are formed, and follow passiv'Cly those ,at the ■ head. Some are 
afraid to leave the road, and' struggle to obtain a passage through the 
carriages that cover it ; others on the contrary think it dangerous, and 
leave it to the right , or the left, accordingly as reasons well or ill founded 
.influence them. Every danger'is exaggerated by terror, and the night, 
which soon .comes upon . Ahem, although not very dark, contributes to 
augment the disorder. . ' . . . 
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The memj, perceiving the confused flight of the army, instantly de- 
.tached a large body of cavalry in pursuit. While some squadrons pro- 
ceeding along the road fall suddenly on the ambulances^ which had not 
time to be prepared for this assault, other formidable columns advance on 
^ our flanks. The carriages of the Buonaparte family, seized near the farai 
■house in which he had lodged, become almost the ■ flrst booty of the 
.Prussians, together with a quantity of other baggage. All the cannon 
which had been formed into batteries, remaining on the ground where 
they had been used, as well as the caissons, which belonged to them, felf 
at the same time into the enemy’s hands. In less than half an hour all 
the materiel bad vanished. 

The English and Prussians having completely elFected their junction^ 
the two commanders, Wellington and Blucher, met at the, farm of La 
Belle Alliance, and concerted the means of following up their good for- 
tune. The English had materially suflered in the conflict. Their ca- 
vah-y in particular, being exhausted with fatigue, would have found it 
difficult to have followed up the French with sufficient vivacity to pre- 
vent their rallying; but the Prussian cavalry being fresh hastened its 
advance, and pressed closely upon us, without allowing us a moment’s 
relaxation. 

The mass of fugitives, being thus urged, rapidly passed over the space 
of two leagues, which divides Genappe from the field of action, and ar- 
rived at that small town, most of them hoping that they should be able 
to bait there for the night. With the intent of opposing the enemy’s 
progress, they hastened to accumulate carriages in the road, and to bar- 
ricade the entrance of the principal street. Some pieces of artillery were 
formed into a battery, bivouacs were established in the town audits vi-- 
cinity, aod the soldiers dispersed themselves among the houses in search 
of food and lodging. But scarcely are these dispositions formed, when, 
the enemy appears. A few cannon shot, fired at the cavalry as it came 
in view, spread a general consternation. The camp instantly breaks up, 
each individual takes to flight, and the tumultuous retreat is resumed 
with increased confusion and embarrassment. 

During these movements, the fate of Buonaparte was unknown* Some 
asserted that he had fallen in the combat. When this intelligence was 
stated to a well known general officer, he replied in the words of Megret^ 
after Charles the twelfth was killed at Frcderickstadt, Thus ends the 
tragedyd'^ It was stated by others, that after charging several times at , 
the head of his guards, he was dismounted and taken prisoner. ' The 
same uncertainty prevailed as to the fate of- Marshal Ney, of the Major- 
General, aod of most of the principal , Generals. 

The former, who had under his particular command the first and se- 
cond corps,- had personally directed the different attacks at the centre; 
and had been constantly in the heat of the battle. It appears that to 
the very instant when it became certain that it was not Grouchy’s corps 
which was advaacirjg to the right, he had looked forward with hope for 
the event; but on perceiving that Buonaparte maiataiired against ail efk 
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dence that Groiichy was raarchiog into line, ai, id that he caused this false 
iatelligence to be ostentatiously circulated throughout the ranks^ he im- 
puted to him the design of imposing on his troops^aod of icspiring them 
with a confidence prejudicial to their security. 

From that moment his views were changed^ and he condiictecl himself 
with less calmness- and confidence. Yet it. must be observed^ that no as- 
persions were cast on his conduct in the armyj, end his courage never 
was doubted. He only participated in the general uiieasi ness and. dis- 
couragement which this ‘circumstance now began to spreacL We cannot^ 
how-everj deny, that from the beginning of the campaign he displayed a 
profound discontent, which he did not suffieieotly dissemble, to prevent 
its attracting the notice, of observers. Between him and Buonaparte 
there , existed a misunderstanding, and a species of mutiml distrust, dif- 
ficult to define, but not therefore less apparent. There is likewise good 
reason- to believe that he entertained some distrust of Marshal .Grouchy, 
which in fact was participated in a more peculiar manner by Buonaparte 
himself, ►Such dissentions among the principal commanders must of 
necessity impede the progress, and disturb the joint effect of all their 
operations. 

It was affirmed by a great number, that they had seen Buonaparte 
without attendants making his escape, in the midst of the crowd, and 
that they had recognised him perfectly by means of his grey great coat 
and horse.. This last account was, the just one* At the moment when 
the last battalions of the guard wdiicb he led were overthrown, driven 
along' with them and surrounded by the enemy on all sides, Buonaparte 
threw himself into an orchard belonging to the farm of La Belle Alliance* 
In, this place- lie was met by tw’o officers- of the guard, wandering like 
liimself. Having made' himself known to them, they conducted him, 
directing his steps across the parties of Prussians w.hich were scattered 
over the -field, but luckily for him most' of them were busied in seizing 
the carnages and plundering them. Notwithstanding the darkness of 
the night, he was' seen and recognised' in many places, where his pre#. 
sence ^ivas, noticed by the soldiers poiotiog at him, and saying to each 
otsiei in - a, low voice , There goes the Emperor, thei'^e goes the EmperoK^^ 
1 hese words seemed to him a cry of alarm, and he instantly disappeared 
with as much speed as- the- arrangement of the multitude among which 
le was engaged permitted him* Where-' were then those louci'acclaina* 

tmns which had always attended' him, as soon as he appeared" amoiiff- 
Ills,, troops* ■ ^ 
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ORIGINAL MEMORIALS 

OF THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIFE OF FREDERIC OF PRUSSIA. 
f Contimied from our lastj 

Old Age, Infirmitm, and Death of Frederic, ^TBE latter perioda 
of the life and reign of Frederic present us with few anecdotes ; in these, 
he acquired more retired' habits, but by no means relaxed in his occupa- 
tions® renounced iniisic when he lost his teeth, and aboot the same, 
time he abandoned poetry also® His old friends had dropped one by one 
from the stage of life : lie found himself surrounded with recollections 
only, having scarcely any other society, than that of a few adherents, oa 
whom he had exhausted all his bans mots, and a few old officers, more 
iiiterestiog from the periods their aspect seemed to recal, than from their 
personal merit® 1 can except from this class only the princes of Bruns- 
wick, who were' always • received with warmth and affection ; a certain 
number of generals, whose long and perilous services and noble actions ■ 
recoiBsiiended them ; the Baron de Flertzberg, and tlie Marquis Luche- 
sini* Frederic was sensible that bis powers were on the decline, vet 
steadfast in the part he would play, he neglected no endeavours to con- 
ceal tliis triith, from others. 

It is said that when he was to appear before his troops, or the public 
in general, if he found himself the least feeble or pale, he nerer failed 
to put some rouge oo his cheeks. ^ If in conversation be felt any slowness 
or inactivity of mind, his right band was, as if mechanically, conveyed 
to his waistcoat pocket, and returned, as if by accident, to his mouth ; 
and while he seemed to do nothing more than wipe his lips, it in fact 
conveyed thither a lozenge composed of such materials as were calculated 
to animate his spirits, but which be carefully concealed from the notice 
of spectators. Though I left him two years previous to his death, I had 
discovered this contrivance, which M. de Launay had also discovered^ 
and which has since been perceptible to other persons. 

What is most remarkable in this last period of his life, and of' the 
truth of which l am quite certain, is, that he was never known to waver 
or vary in any one of the principles he bad constantly professed. The 
persons who assert that these at length became more religious, and that 
be manifested concern that they had not sooner assumed that form, have 
either lied or been themselves mistaken. The truth is, that Frederic, 
who bad ever exercised a spirit of toleration, in this last period had done 
so without his accustomed sarcasms; that he conversed -less frequently 
cm religious subjects ; and that he perceived the approach of death, and 
sustained; its stroke with all the strength of mind and all the composure 
that might be' expected. He directed, his state affairs to the .very last, 
and,, a, fe'W' . 'moments before his decease he insisted oo signing a Liter ad- 
dressed to Al. de Launay ; but his sight and strength failing hi'in, lie did 
little more .thari blot .the ■paper* M. de Hertzberg,. .an ':old and faithL^ 
iervant,, p.assed the night, withdiiro, a.i}d received' his ..last sigln lt'W.as 
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tins minister who iiistantly sent news of the event to Prince Frederico- 
William, nephew and successor to the great man who had jiist expired* 
The new king was in the apartment of his uncle io a few minutes, sod 
at about three in the morning, where he found M, de Hertzberg bathed 
In tears,’ in a fixed attitude over. the dead body which but a few minutes 
■before had been separated from a soul worthy of the regret and the acL 
miration of future ages* 

Frederic the Greats and his Family . — Hating exhibited Frederic 
such as I have known him considered by himself, I will now give a faiths 
fol representation of what be was with respect to his relatives ; a task 
that necessarily obliges me to describe what these relatives were, both 
considered by themselves and in their, connection with Frederic. In exe- 
cuting this task, I shall frequently be no more than the echo of the per- 
•sons I have had occasion to consult; but these persons were so thoroughly 
informed, and so incapable of deceiving me, and I have, besides, pro- 
cured so many accounts of the same facts, that I can no more doubt of 
their authenticity, than T could if I bad been myself an eye-witness. 
Without further preamble, it appeared tome advisable to go as far back 
as Frederic the first. What I have to relate of this king, as well as of 
his successor, will not be deficient in interest, and may serve as a useful 
introduction to the materials I have collected, respecting the descendants 
of both the one and the other. 

Frederic the -The house of Brandenburg is a younger branch 

of that of Hohenzollern, established in Franconia from the, remotest times 
of the German empire. A younger prince of this house, the Margrave 
of Nuremberg, by his courage, military genius, and successes, render- 
ed so many important services to the emperor, that the latter bestowed 
upon him as a recom pence the margravate of Brandenburg his descend- 
ants, by means of their alliances, their treaties, and afterward by the 
benefit derived to them by the reformation, have, by degrees, consider- 
ably aggrandized their family, ■ and- it ' was in this manner they succes- 
sively obtained the greatest part of Pomerania, ducat Prussia, the duchy 
of Westphalia, the principality of Halberstadt, that of Minden, and a 
part of the succession 'of Cieves, &c. 

Frederic the First, in virtue of these possessions, conceived himself 
entitled toiigure in the rank of kings, nor could lie enjoy repose till he 
had satisfied this ambition, which in those times was considered as an 
excess’ of vanity, and was, in fact, the truth. .This trait proves the ex- 
treme frivolity and iineertainty of the oimiouf of mankind ; for to this 
vanity of Frederic was that the house; of Braodenburg was 

..indebted for a part of thesuccesses it has since experienced : never would , 
;this monarch have thought of. consolidating: his'power as he has done ; 
never would Frederic, ■.■the ■' Second have attempted . as we have seen, his' 
own aggrandizement ; if under the title of king, they had .not felt a sti- 
mulus that emboldened them to conceive ..such great desigos. They are,,, 
therefore, a striki-Dg instance in Europe of a great and respectable power 
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that mm its aggrandizement to a vanity almost puerile and ridiculoiis^ 
and wincli since that period has less than any other been addicted' to a 
fault whicbj if not reooiincecls would infallibly have proved its min ; for 
what would have become of the kingdom of Prussia, if the sceptre of 
Frederic the First had not passed to William and to Frederic the SeooiKij, 
without being accompanied by the vanity and the luxurious ideas that 
domiDeered io the breast of him who first obtained it ? 

Frederic the first was no 'less fond of parade than he was vain ; but 
Qoeen Charlotte^ his second wife, and the mother of William his son, 
possessed a mind of greater strength than the king her husband, for whom 
she did' not entertain xiny , portion of respect One day, Leiboitsj, who 
was under her patronage, having sent her a memoir on the injftmtcli/ 
she exclaimed, "What. a blockhead is this Leibnitz, who thinks he can 
explain to me the nature of the infinitely li file ! Has he then forgotten 
that I am the wife of Frederic the First, or does he imagine me miac- 
quaiiited with tlio character of my husband?” It was this queen, 
Sophia-Charlotte, a princess of the house of Hanover, and sister to George 
the First, who iostituted the academy at Berlin, of which Leibnitz was 
both the president an'd institutor. It was for her that the castle and 
gardens of Cbarlottenburg were constructed, and so called from hernamea 
The celebrated Leaotre, who drew the plan of the Thaiiieries, and so 
many other celebrated gardens, was engaged to draw out that of Cbar- 
lottenburg. The artist perceiving he had to labour for a sovereign 
regardless of the expeiice, and at the 'same time that she was endued 
with an elevated soul, set no bounds to the grandeur of his genius, and 
determined to erect a monoment of his name and talents that might 
'descend to posterity. He seized every advantage the situation afforded. 
This castle stands on the left bank of the river Spree, which he took for 
the centre of the gardens he w^as to lay out. At the right of the Spree 
appears a spacious meadow that terminated in an immense forest: the 
meadow was intended to become a part of the garden, but in a style en- 
tirely new, and the forest was to be a park in a truly royal style. Lenotre 
in like manner extended his plan to the left of Charlottenbiirg, over a 
considerable surface, so as to reach to a cliff surmounted by a mill, be- 
yond which is discovered the castle of Spandau. Between these two 
parts he formed a sort of centre, intended to introduce the rest, and 
announce its plan. This centre is all that was executed ; but it must 
Bot be believed that it presents, to the eye no more than a confined 
■ space, since it is, on the contrary, extremely extensive, on all sidef 
aboiiiiding with delicious views, and terminating at the extremity'iii 
two pieces of water of considerable extent ; beyond which a thick wood, 
of the most romantic appearance, conceals the end of the garden from 
beholders.' ■ Though the whole w^as .conceived^ to serve as a 'centre' to a 
plan of much . greater magnitude, not even connoisseursiiave discovered 
that any thing is ' wanting, but unanimously praise the harmony, regu- 
larity, 'variety, 'and grandeur of the-wliQle: In short,; it is,, considered as 
worthy of being seeii' even" after the Thuilleri'es. , 'Uiifortiinately for the 
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■ jepotatioii of Lenotre, Frederic tbe First was oot ridi enough toaccora-** 
ptisli tiie whole, of this plan,, which I have been told still exists in the 
archives of Berlin# . . ' 

.Qiieen Charlotte perceived the approaches of death with a firmness of 
mind but rarely met with, and her constant serenity excited the admira- 
tion of ' all around her. Some one having endeavoured to persuade' her 
that her loss 'w’ould plunge the king into tbe deepest despair : As for 
the king,” said she, I need, not make myself uneasy the care of 
procuring me a magnificent- funeral will besare to divert his grief ; and 
should every thing of this sort happen agreeably to his wishes, he will 
want no other consolation.” The event -proved she had judged rightly^ 

Wilimm J.— William, whose father was weak and vain, and whose nici« 
ther was equally distinguished for her virtties, her elevated character, her 
wit and taste for the sciences, was in every thi.ng totally the ret^erse of either 
of them. The character of Wi!.iiam was origimil : he was a humourist; 
Ids manners were coarse, and austere ;. his tone harsh and abrupt ; he was 
firm, persevering, politic and economical ; he was at once just and cruel, 
sordid and generous, sound in judgment, indifierent to the. progress of 
the sciences ; a careful father, but peevish and ill-hii nioured in his inter'® 
course with his children, A few anecdotes will satisfy the reader of the 
troth of these assertions. 

With respect to finances, he adopted the plans of his gTandfathey, the- 
grand-elector ; he paid hi-s fathers debts, established in' every departmeDt 
the most perfect order and regularity, and in this manner amassed the 
treasures that afterw..ard proved so beneficial to his son ; which line of 
conduct in William, who was the monarch of a poor country, open on 
all sides to attacks from: an enemj^, and deprived of the advantages of 
commerce, was no more than a necessary precautioo, though in sovereigns 
possessed of various resources it would ha.ve.beeii little short of . vicious-^ 

Among his generals, he had a lieutenant-general of cavalry, who was 
esteemed the most accomplished aid-de-camp' of . his whole umiy : tiiis 
waS' M. de Schwerin, cousin-german to the field -marsh a I of that naiiie>" 
and father of Madame TrousseL This genera! undertook' to cure a 'beau.- 
tifui saddle-horse belonging to William that had been attacked witli .niad- 
iiess. Schwerin had the horse conveyed i,.nto Westphalia, where he was 
stationed with his regiment, and sent him back 'in six' or eight months ■ 
perfectly . cured. The king was at the parade when the ani.mai 'arrived 
led by a -.young o-fficer -named de- Schoenfield, a nephew of 'the.. general, 
the same-as has. si.iiic.e-'been.. .kno.wn as-. master -of the horse to.the Land- 
grave of Hesse-^Cassel, a'nd-' also his minister at Paris, where lie was de- 
tained by M. .d- Aignillon, after .he had. receiveti hi'S''a:.ii.£lien€e.'Of 'leave, 
on account' of his- d.ebts. The king ivas rejoiced to see his 'horse -restored 
to so excdledt a. condition. .. The young de »Schoeoiieki was obliged 'to 
mount and exerci.se him. in all the manoeuvres his majesty could devise ; 
and-when the horse aod'his-'rid-er-had completely, gratiii.ec! his ivishes, .he ' 
ordered the former, just arrived. -from Westpliali.a, .to .'.coodiict the f-iorse 
to the 'Stable, and . to go .himself to -the cas'lle. -and. take :S0'.nie - breakfes-l. 
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and some beer^ at the same time putting into his hand a floriti io silyer, - 
as , a special mark of his satisfaction, .in addition to which lie directed 
liini to express his hearty thanks to General de Schweniu' 

1 shall not dwell long on the brutal conduct of William toward h» 
■wife and children, nor acquaint the reader of the different times , when 
lie lias been known to kick his own daughter:' 1 shall say nothing, evea 
of the men, he caused to, be tortured; nor of the iodividiiul, in particii*» 
lar, who, according to the Baron de Poelnitz, he caused to be a8sassiu*» 
atecl and buried in the woods for having killed some of his game* .These 
traits are of too horrible a nature to hnd a place in this work. What I 
shall however men lion is,., that being extremely fond of e,xerci8iog hiai^> 
self in the art of painting/ or rather daubing, he generally devoted one 
or two hours every clay, after dinner, to- that employment ; that he had 
engaged a poor painter with a large -family of 'children to prepare his co-* 
lours, to whom' he paid a Borin for every sitting ; that being subject-, to 
sleepiness after eating his dinner, it more than once happened to him o-rt 
these occasions to draw his painting brush from top to the bottom of his 
canvass, so as to disfigure his subject ; and that on awaking and perceiv- 
ing what had been done, be pretended that the poor painter had played 
him this trick from jealousy, and accordingly be did not fail in hisi 
fury to add some hearty kicks or blows with his stick to his miserable 
flori,o.' 

Intoxicated with his genius, he exhibited them to his courtiers, invit- 
ing them to declare their opinion of them : but as be would not have 
endured the most trifling criticism, he was sure to receive nothing but 
assurances of their excellence. Well,”' said he -one- day, to one: of' 
these flatterers, who lavished the most extravagant encomiums on one of 
his pictures, for how .much do you imagine it could be sold i£ it:W€m- 
sent into the .market ?’* For a, hundred florins. Sire, and the picture 
would at last be given aw'ay.” Take it then, ! will sell it you for fiftyj, 
because I see you are a good judge, and I am glad of the opportunity 
to do you a service.” - The poor courtier,- compelled to take the daub* 
iiig, and to pay so high a price for -it, resolved to take good care how, he 
commended ill" future* I- have seen one of this king’s pictures, .that 
Prince Henry had preserved'- :, nothing' can be worse- executed. The- 
Prince himself .was of the same' opi-nion, he- kept it merely beca'iise it 
was' a faithful representatio'ii of the- inside of his -fatherV siiioki-Ug-rooinj,. 
and had in -it ..some figures which- bore a perfect, resemblance to their orL" 
gioal. J recollect,- that' at the: first glance I... recognized the Baron de 
P'oeTnitz, though younger' by forty years thaii-W'hen I knew him. Field"*- 
marshals de Bucldenbrock and de Giassenap figured also in the same 
piece, together with Generals de GrUmbkow, Einsiedel, &o. &c, ■ 

■This monarch sometimes dined at the houses of his generali* One 
day, when dining at Count de’ Grumbkow’s, since that time field-mar- 
shal and governor of Berlin, he happened to eat of some ha,ra, which he 
declared was the best he had ever eaten and he accordingly desired that 
the , cook who bad cured it should instruct'Ahe cooks -of the royal 
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cheo flow to prodace a similar article at his table« A few days after^ the^ 
steward of the kitchen came to. the king to ask for sixteen bottles . of 
cliampaigru His majesty did not go in person into the cellar^ bat lie 
kept the key, as well as an exact account of his wines and other liquors^ 
He inquired therefore ivhat use was to be made of so many bottles of 
champaign ? He was informed that M. de Grumbkow’s cook had de-« 
manded them to soak a ham in the winoj which in due time he would 
’ha¥e the honour to place on bis majesty’s, table* The king sent his 
cook about his business, and said to his general, ‘^Wlien I wish to eat 
excellent ham, I will dine at your iioiise ; I am not rich enough to 
have that article prepared after the manner of your cook ; I keepinj 
champaign for drinking,” 

The 'Baron de Poelnitz, and other persons, entertained him frequently 
on the subject of the luxury that prevailed at Paris : they boasted of' 
the infinite number of elegant carriages which on certain days, and at 
the fashionable hour, appeared in ranks over the whole extent of theaii«« 
cient Boulevards, To parody this luxury, the bare idea of which excited 
liis disgust, he one day, without the knowledge of his courtiers, ' ordered 
that all the carts of the lower orders of tradespeople, together with those 
belonging to the farmers of the country, and hUed with grain, ..stra^v^ 
dung, vegetables, or wood, should be conducted to the canal of Potzefam^ 
and be driven in great order three or four times round it. When every 
part of this pitiful farce was prepared, ■ in the execution of which he had 
employed half his garrison, he repaired to the spot, attended by his 
court, to admire the spectacle it presented ; and there he exclaimed, 
with a smile truly savage, These are mj boulevards! Admire the ek«, 
ganee and richness of these carriages! Bo you see with what order they 
move ? What is Paris in comparison with this 

William accepted the invitations of even the least considerable of liis 
officers to be one of the guests on their wedding-day; he even obliged 
the €|ueen to do the -same, and to open the ball with the bridegroom® 
The queen, on her part, always chose to dance a Polooese dance rather 
than a minuet, which she thought would have been too great a coiide-® 
scensioii to a simple lieutenant of the guards.. But the lieutenant, some« 
what intoxicated, and extremely rustic in. his manners, made the queen 
ran, jump, and turn in so rapid and violent a mapner, that she really 
looked, said the baron, like a girl from a village inn. The king, seated 
in his chair, laughed immoderately , on seeing her petticoats fly up, and 
that her partner ■ left them no time to resume their natural place. All 
this was ail exhibition admirably suited to the taste of William. 


fTo he contmmij. 
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imrOE Y OF THE WAR IN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 
fTrmisiated from the French of General SarrazhuJ. 

f Continued from our last,) 

MoNT'BRUN'is an excellent cavalry pfficer in the field of battle'; but 
he was incapable of making any use of the three divisions of infantry 3 , 
which he was to lead to Valentia, and he was defeated on , his march, by 
a counter order. He arrived at Alnanza on the eleventh of January. 
Valentia had already capitulated ; and anxious to display his abilities as 
a coiofflandeiMn-chiefj he marched against Alicant. He met with several 
hordes of Spanish peasants, whom his choice troops easily dispersed. 
On arriving before Alicant, he threw some shells into the town, in order 
to alarm the garrison and inhabitants. The governor, being smnm on ed 
to surrender, replied with much firmness ; although Montbrun was not 
ashamed of solemnly assuring him, ^‘that he was followed by Marsha^ 
Suchet, with his whole army and heavy artillery.” But General Antonio 
de la Couz was not the dupe of so clumsy a stratagem ; since, far from 
inducing him to surrender to a cavalry officer, the assertion was better 
calculated to make him wait until the place should have had the honour 
of being besieged by a Marshal of France with his heamj artillery F 
Montbrun deserved this mortification, particularly as be had been warned 
b}’" Marsha! Suchet that the time was not ye,t come to march against 
Alicant, a well fortified town, which required battering ordnance. At 
length, being sensible of the inconvenience of his absence from the army 
of Portugal, he resumed his march to the Tagus, which he would have 
done a few days sooner. He rejoined Marmont on the twenty-fifth of 
January, with the triple regret of not having contributed to the con« 
quest of Valentia, of having failed before Alicant, and of not having 
arrived in time enough to save Ciudad-Rodrigo, 

A short time after Marshal Suchet detached General Harispe, with 
one division, to obstruct the garrison of Alicant, in their attempts to 
push parties far into the country. This general sent an officer under 
pretence of summoning the place, but, in fact, to reconnoitre the fortM 
ficatioiis, and approaches of the town ; for officers, entrusted with such 
errands, are ^^frequently no better than honourable spies, wbom an able 
General often employs with success. The governor returned General 
Harispe the same answer"" as he had given to Montbrun. Another 
ostensible motive for sending a French officer into the town, concerned 
the excbange of the Spaniards, taken prisoners at Valentia, for about 
two thousand F reach that were at Alicant, This excbange had been 
agreed 'iipoa between Blake and Suchet. ' But the governor replied ; 
®« "that be' could not obey Genera! Blake’s orders, when he had lost his 
authority.” Suchet, however, proved more fortunate at' Peniscola.' The 
governor surrendered that fortress on the fourth of February. ^ He even 
claimed some 'merit for liis cowardice, by .saying : that he had means 
.to' resivSt for two 'months, and that he'had'refused'tp adroit the .English, 
Vo.L. IV. No. 24. 4 M 
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who offered to occupy the place.” The object of this boasting wa® 
merely to please Suchet; for had this governor been so favourable to- 
%vartls the Frenchj why did he not surrender the towiij, when the troopSi 
sent to blockade it, had taken a position to keep the garrison in awe 
during the month of September, 1811 ? It is highly ridiculous and 
nocandid in any man to boast of being the warm friend of a cause that 
lie opposed, when he might have espoused it without danger, and 
rendered it the greatest services. 

Had the English offered to occupy Feniscola, before the conquest of 
Valentia, they would have been received with open arms, as at Tariffs; 
and the national enthusiasm renders it probable, that the governor would 
have paid for their non-admission with his head. The loss of the place 
must be attributed solely to the supineness of the higher powers, who 
ivere not sensible of the importance of this post for the correspondence 
with the guerillas of Castile and Arragon. Five hundred English, and 
a few gun-boats, would have been sufficient to preserve this little Gibral- 
tar* From the moment that Spain was invaded by the French, the 
Supreme Junta ought to have requested the English government to take 
under its immediate protection, with its land and naval forces, all the 
fortified points on the coast, communicating with the ships of war, so as 
to be effectually defended by them. Nay, more, the English govern- 
ment ought to have required it as indispensible, towards the success of 
the general offensive and defensive system, to be adopted for the deli- 
verance of the peninsula* 

The advantages gained by the allies, over Marshal Soult, made them 
forget the reverses suffered in the kingdom of Valentia. On the sixteenth 
of February, Ballasteros attacked the French general, Maransin, near 
Cartama. The conflict was extermely obstinate, and lasted three hours* 
The numbers were three thousand .on each side. The nature of the 
ground having favoured the movements of the Spaniards, they^sent the 
choicest troops of their columns against the French on the left, who fell 
back, and hurried the remainder of the line away in their flight. The 
French were pursued as far as Malaga, This advantage was but the 
prelude to one of the most astonishing exploits mentioned in history, the 
storming of Badajoz. The allies left their position near, Almeida in the 
early part of March. Lord Wellington set out from Freoada on the 
sixth,, and arrived on the eleventh at Eivas. His Lordship invested Ba- 
dajoz on the sixteenth, and the trenches were opened in the night of the 
seventeenth to the eighteenth. General Graham was ordered, to Santa- 
Martha, with a. corps of ,„ob8ervatioo, to cover the operations of the siege 
against the troops that , might come from Andalusia. General Hill 
was . detached with two divisions to Merida, in order to watch the move- 
;, meats of the French in that quarter. ' .The French , general, Droiiet, w,as*' 
stationed at Viila-Franca*. Threatened on his front by General Graham, 
and on his right by General Hill, he might easily have been carried off 
by forces so superior. The allies, 'however, made no attempt against him,. 
But as he w,ished to keep up his coiiimunication with General Daricaa® 



1816,1 THE ROYAL MILITARY CHRONICLE, , 

who was posted at La Serena, aod hearing that Merida had been occupied 
by General Hill, he thought his position dangerous, and fell back to 
Horoachos, by Poebla-del-Prior* 

On the nineteenth, the garrison of Badajoz made a sortie, with two 
thousand men, on the right of the works. , ,The besiegers were on their 
guard : they received the French at'the point of the bayonet, and forced 
tfiem back to the place. On' the' tweiity-siKth, Lord Wellington ordered 
Fort La Pieurina to be warmly cannonaded. The occupation of that fort 
was necessary to facilitate his approach, towards the body of t'he place. 
As soon, therefore, as the artillery bad damaged the palisadoes, tiiis work 
was carried, sword in hand, by five hundred choice troops. General 
Phiiippon, the governor of Badajoz, .being alarnied at an event, by 
which his means of resistance were considerably dinQinished, made imme- 
diately a strong sortie to retire to La Pieiirina,. But his mo.veraent had 
been foreseen. The French were repulsed, and the English occupied' 
the fort. This advantage caused' the second parallel to be constructed, 
with scarcely any loss. The attack was confined. to the front, formed 
by the bastions, La Trinidad and Santa-Maria, 

Three breaches appeared practicable on the si:sth of April; and 
General Fictoo' was ordered to scale the castle, situated on the' right of 
the attack,' near the Guadiana. Two divisions were to give the assault 
by the three breaches. Several false attacks were ordered against Fort 
Pardallay, Fort San Christoval, and other works, on both banks of the 
Guadiana, Alt the columns began moving at ten o’clock at night. 
This bold enterprize was crow'ned with the most complete siiccess, 
except on the breaches, where the most heroic intrepidity was paralysed 
by the resources of art. The English general 'committed here the same 
fault as at the capture of Ciudad-Rodrigo, As the approach of the 
relieviog army, under the command of Marshal Soult, did not leave, him 
time for a regular establishment at the foot of the breaches, he should 
have made only feints on those points, in order not to expose the flower 
of his troops to a certain and useless death. The success of General 
Picton’s attack was sufficient to take possession of Badajoz, 

' The inconveniencies attendant on the storming of a place in the night 
have already been stated by the author, in bis “ Reflections on the siege 
of Badiijoz in 1811,” The opinion of the celebrated Vauban coincides 
with his own. When this great engineer was besieging Valenciennes, he 
proposed to Louis XIV. that the assault should be made at noon. The 
French marshals protested against the measure, pretending that night 
was more favourable, Vauban persisted, “You wish,” observed he, 
“ to. spare the blood of the soldiers. Y ou will spare it much better when 
they fight 'by day-light, without" confusion,' and without tumult. We, 
want to surprise the enemy. They always expect to be, attacked by nighw 
We shall surprise them in iich more effectually, when, exhausted with the 
fatigues of . their ' night watch, they will be under the necessity of 
eiicouDteriog our troops refreshed, ..and proud to fight under the eyes of 
their king, '' Night' favourf' the cowardi and is' 'attended' with tlie^dange,r 
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of one part of our troops firing upon the other; which indeed happens 
but too frequently,” Louis XIV. adopted Vaubau’s opinion, in spite of 
the opposition made by Marshals de Schomberg, de Luxembourg, de 
Lorge, d’Humieres, and de la Feuillade, and the minister Louvois, who 
were all present at the council of war, Valenciennes was taken by storm 
on the seventeenth of March ; and its garrison, amounting to four thou- 
sand men, obliged to surrender at discretion. I'his conquest, one of the 
most brilliant e.xploits of Louis XIV. cost him but forty men. The loss 
of the allies at Badajoz, on the sixth of April, amounted to about four 
thousand, killed or wounded ; yet it may still be regarded as small, con- 
sidering the nature and number of the attacks. It would even have 
proved more considerable, had the works of the siege been carried on to 
the body of the place. In 1695, the Prince of Orange lost twenty 
thousand men at the siege of Namur, and Marshal Boufflers, who com- 
manded in the place, had ten thousand killed or wounded. Lord 
Wellington is far from meriting any blame, with respect to the loss 

which he suffered: but had he availed himself of every fkvourable cir- 
cumstance, he would have obtained the same result at a much cheaper 
rate. It is not the wish of the author to indulge in any evil-minded 
censure: but the just severity of the historian does not share in the 
enthusiasm of periodical publications; and the splendour of a victory 
ought not to absorb the errors committed in gaining it. Woe to those 
that insult the writer, whom the love of truth prompts to tell ministers 
and warriors what sooner or later may be conducive to their individual 
glory, and to the prosperity of the state ! 

, Marshal Soult was under no apprehensions for Badajoz. Philippon’s 
fine defence of the preceding year, a.garrison of five thousand men, and 
the construction of several out-works, seemed to justify his confidence. 
The place was supplied with provisions for two months. But he must 
have been acquainted with Lord Wellington’s designs upon Badajoz, on 
the seventeenth or eighteenth of March ; and it required only six days 
to assemble the troops, necessary for the relief of the place. Instead of 
leaving Seville on the first of April, he ought to have begun his move- 
mentmi the twenty^fifth of March ; in which case, he would have reached 
Villa-Franca on the second of April, whereas he arrived there only on the 
eighth, two days after the English had triumphed over both the prodigious 
exertions of a choice garrison, and the scientific calculations of Buona- 
parte s ablest lieutenant. Marshal Sonlt’s mortification must have been 
at^its utmost height, when he learned the fate of General Philippon. 
whose conduct most certainly is above all well-founded reproach. This 

oacer, on the contrary, might have complained that Soul! had not given 

hina a gamson ^of eight thousand men, such as a place of the extent of 

isadajoz required. 

General Lery, engineer-in-chief to the army of the south, wrote to 
General Kellermaa respecting the loss of this place The conquest 

dSr/ Zf I not yet acquainted with the 

details of that fatal event. Never was there a place in a better state. 
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better sopplied^, and better provided with the regitmte number of 

troops There is, in that event, a marked fatality - - ^ 

I confess .my inability to account for its bad defence*-,-* — Yen/ 

extensive works have been constructed. All our calculations have been 
dlsappoliited. The army of Portugal withdrew to a greater distance froia, 
us, when it ought to have drawn nearer;, and thus Lord Wellington^ 
with his Aoglo*Portogiiese troops, has taken the place, as it were, in 
presence of two armies, amounting together to about eighty thousand 
men. This is the consequence of not having a supreme chief on the spoL 

to direct the movements In short, I think the, captu re of Bada** 

joz a very extraordinary event, and I should be much at a loss to account 
for it in a clear and distinct manner.” 

This letter contains the highest eulogium on the operations of the 
allies, by an officer of very great merit. He is, however, mistakeii re- 
specting the garrison, which did not consist of the requisite number of 
troops, especially after ver^ extensive works bad been constructed; whilst, 
before those additional works, when Marshal Soult took the place from 
the Spaniards, the garrison amounted to above nine thousand men. The 
^ English general had ordered his two corps of observation to fall back, 
for the purpose of concentrating his troops ; to be master of his move- 
ments, whatever might be the issue of the assault. ’The town being 
once taken, it would have been idle in Lord Wellington to encounter 
Soult, and run the risk of affording him an opportunity to palliate the 
fault of not having relieved Badajoz, by the brilliant report of a sangui- 
nary battle, which the superiority of his cavalry would have rendered as 
murderous and fruitless as that of Aibuera, Sir Rowland Hill continued 
on the left of the Tagus, and the main part of the English army recrossed 
that river, to force Marraont’s return into Spain. 

Marshal Marraont’s conduct, since Lord Wellington’s departure from 
the neighbourhood of Almeida, up to his return to that place, clearly 
shews that he was not sorry forSoult having in his turn been taught a 
lesson of vigilance. On the tenth of March, the English army was rapidly 
moving towards the south of Portugal. Marmont might have been on 
the Agueda on the fifteenth. He only reached that river towards the 
latter end of the month. On the third of April he reconnoitred Almeida. 
On the seventh, he moved with several divisions towards Sabugal. His 
advanced guard entered Castello-Branco on the twelfth, and fell back on 
the fourteenth, having heard, of Lord Wellington’s approach. Marmont 
recrossed the Agueda on thetwenty-third. He had gained some triiing 
advantages over the militias, and foraged the country on the eastern 
boundaries of PortogaL He suffered a fine, opportunity to escape* for 
repairing the fault which lie had coinraitted, by not relieving Ciudad- 
Rodrigo. Had he attacked that place -■aboat the fifteenth of March, m 
he might , easily have done, he would have obtained' possession of it by 
the tenth: or twelfth, of April, and indemnified, Buonaparte' to 
of Badajoz,, which certainly gave great dissatisfaction't'o, the cabinet of the- 
Tlmilleries. ^ A wasterlj' geiieral|iml«ad of carrying: desolation intothc 
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hamlets and cottages of Portugal, would have left a corps of twenty 
thousand men on the Agueda. Half of these troops would have laid 
siege to Ciudad-Rodrigo ; and the other half would have taken a position, 
to cover the operations of the besiegers. With the remainder of his army, 
amounting to about forty thousand men, a good general would have 
laarched to Merida, by Almaraz. On the first of April he would have 
effected his Junction with Marshal Sonlt, who was coming from Seville 
with about forty thousand men, and their joint marching to Badojoz 
would have forced the English to give up their designs upon that place, 
as it had done in 181]. It really is as mortifying to the French generals, 
as it is glorious to the English commander, that an army of fifty thou- 
sand men, should, by the ability and boldness of its maumnvres, have 
been Enabled to take two strong places, the reputed keys of Spain oij 
the side of Portugal, in spite of their being protected by two French 
armies, amounting together to at least eighty thousand men underarms. 
The conduct of Marshal Marmont excites, indeed, little surprise : but 
it is difficult to conceive why Marshal Soult, so distinguished for twenty 
years of services, as useful as brilliant, suffered Badajoz to be taken with- 
out opposition. If Maritiont’s jealousy operated so as to keep back 
assistance, and the inadequacy of his own troops made him afraid of beino- 
unable to oppose the fall of that place, he ought to have blown up its 
fortifications, after having evacuated it, and have kept only a flyinp- camp 
ia Estreraadura, ^ 


During Marshal Soult’s absence, the Count of Penne-Villemur, who 
- had been detached from the fifth Spanish armv, left the county of Niebla 
and approached Seville on the fifth of April. For several days he had 
frequent skirmishes with the French garrison. Lord Wellington in 
his letter, dated Nizza, the eighteenth of April, informs the'Earl of 
Liverpool, that the Spanish General Penne-Villemur had advanced to 
Seville by the right banka of the G uadalquiver ; that on the fifth he had 
engaged the garrison of Seville, and the fortified convents on the banks 
of the river, and that he had forced them to withdraw within their works. 
He continues to state^ that the Count of Penne-Villemur retreated on 
the tenth, upon the information which his Lordship gave when Badajoz 
fell, and, upon a conviction that Marshal Soult would imniediatelv re- 
tarn to Andalusia, without risking a battle, to which it was not in the 
English commander’s power to bring him. Lord Wellington expressed 
a hope that the Count of Penne-Villemur had informed General Rrllas- 
teros of these circumstances, with which he was desirous that the latter 
should be acquainted. The French general had been under the necessity 
0^ leaving only the number of troops absolutely necessary for thedefence 
of the immense magazines of Seville. General Ballasteros bad completely 
defeated the garrison of Malaga on the sixteenth of February ; and, from 
the yery ^ginning of the siege of Badajoz, he must have been requested 
0 e doubly active, in order to diminish, as much as possible, the forces 

destined for thejelief of that place; and yet he negleLd such a capital 
opportunity of destroying the French establishments at Seville. ^Hi^ 
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junction with Count Peone-Villemur would have roused the energy of 
the numerous population of that city* Had he even occupied it only for 
twenty-four hours^ that time would have been sufficient to deprive the 
French of their main resources. Aware of the possibility of such an 
events Marshal Sou It hastened back to Seville byTorced marches* On 
the eleventh of April, the cavalry of his rear guard was attacked at Villa- 
Ciarcia by Sir Stapleton Cotton, and. pursued as fer as Lerena, ' Their 
loss aiTwunted only to about two hundred men horsde because, 

on their reaching Lerena, they had the protection of a corps of ten thou- 
■sand foot. The next day Marshal Soult continued moving towards 
Andalusia ; leaving General Drouet posted at Ovejuna, with his, left at 
Guadalcanal, covering the road to Seville, and his right at Belalcazar^ 
to protect Cordova, and the defiles of the Sierra-Morena. 

Notwithstanding the numerous errors committed on both sides, the 
honour of the w^inter’s campaign is due to the allies, although their faults 
surpassed those of the French. As they had seen Lord Wellington 
always acting with the greatest circumspection at Busaco, at Torres- 
Vedras, at Saotarem, and at Fonte-Guinaldo, during the blockade of 
Ciiidad-Rodrigo in 1811 , Soult and Marmont were far from suspecting 
that the English commander, suddenly changing bis method, would 
succeed in taking, nay, more, would even think of taking two well sup- 
plied and well defended places, insight of those legions, so long the 
terror of the northern powers. With such soldiers as tliose, who, from 
their conquest of Badajoz, are all entitled to the appellation of heroes, 
the English commander might have obtained results, more conducive 
to the independence of the peninsula. Ciudad-Rodrigo and Badajoz 
would both have been retaken by the French, had Marshal Soult, aftej? 
having collected an army sufficiently strong to resist Lord Wellington, 
thought it of importance for his deisgns to bring those two places bacl? 
into his system of operations. A battle against Marmont offered a much 
more gratifying prospect. It would not have cost more than the two 
eieges. The absence of his cavalry, and of the three divisions, which 
had been marched to Alicant under Montbrun, secured a complete vici«, 
tory to the English* What immense benefits Lord Wellington would 
have derived from a few campaigns under General lileber! Had he 
possessed the advantage of improving the uncommon talents, with which 
nature has endowed him, in the school of a general of the first rank, as 
Marlborough did under Turenne, he would most certainly have equalled . 
his master. He has acted occasionlly, as if he were afraid of giving 
battle, ' When a commander has troops that are able to scale a fortress, 
he may dare anything, wdth a certain prospect of victory. All.the 
battles fought by his Lordship were defensive. At VimierU' he was 
attacked by Junot; at Talavera, by Victor; at Busaco, and Fuente-de.» 
Onora, by Massena. His engagements at Oporto against Soult ; at 
Foz d’Aronce against Ney ; and at Sabugal against Reynier, must have 
convinced him. of the zeal, confidence,- and attachment. of the officers 
and soldiers of. his army,. 
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It would require a volume to give a detailed account of all the partial 
combats, fought at different points of Spain during the first four months 
of the year 1812, and especially during April. Genera! Abadia marched 
a division of the army of Galicia into thekingdom of Leon. Don Julian 
Sanchez penetrated into Castile, and captured several convoys ; Morillo 
advanced, for the purpose of reconnoitring, asfarasthegatesof Almagro 
in La Mancha; Baron d’Eroles fought on the seventh of April against 
a division of the army of Catalonia, commanded by General Severoli, in 
the neighbourhood of Noguera ; on the nineteenth Esposymina captured 
a considerable convoy destined for the sixtieth French regiment ; on 
the twenty-first. General Lascy was blockading Tarragona, with six 
thousand Catalonians, and retired only because he was going to be 
attacked by a superior force, commanded by General Decaen ; and on 
the twenty-fifth the garrison of Alicant pursued General Harispe, who, 
with his advanced guard, had marched as far as the glacis of that place” 
But the troops of Galicia, who had covered themselves with glory in 
so many sanguinary battles, especially in that of Sanpayo, merely made 
their appeaiance in the kingdom of Leon, to parade and fall hack with- 
out fighting, whilst the Empecinado, Mina, and Sanches, were perform- 
ing prodigies of valour in the centre of the principal establishments of 
the French, with only a few hundred undisciplined peasants. 

"'iVhat, then, was General Abadia doing with an army that was 
asserted to amount to thirty thousand men, and that might .have 
amounted to sixty thousand, bad the plan, proposed for its formation, 
been adopted ? In vain will it be said that he could not avail himself 
Lord Wellington’s successes, because his resources were extremely 
limited; and nothing could be done without the pecuniary assistance of 
the English government. Such was not the language of the Catalonians ; 
and had the soldiers of Castanos argued in that way, they would not 
have been crowned with the never-fading laurels of Andujar and Baylen. 
The inhabitants of the provinces of Spain never opposed the measures 
of their leaders, but the latter often did not act fairly towards the former, 
by neglecting to avail themselves of their disposition to engage the 
Fiench. The great art of a good government is to make a proper choice 
of the public functionaries, entrusted with the execution of its orders. 
The errors of the Junta, on so important a point, were soon corrected by 
the impartiality, discrimination, and energy of the new Regency. It 
was the only way of reaping some fruits from' the torrents ol blood, that 
had already been shed to insure the triumph of the sacred cause of the 
Spaniards, whose joy was still more heightened, when they heard of the 
Emperor Alexander’s noble resolution to force France back to her 
natural limits. As Spain had paralised the efforts of Buonaparte ever 
since the year 1808, what was there not to be hoped for from the intrepid 
conquerors of Darius and of Gharles XII? From this instant the deli- 
verance of Europe, and the triumph of its legitimate sovereigns, were 
foreseen by every enlightened observer. We shall now investigate how 
lar Lord Wellington justified this prediction, by his maneeuvres on the 

Tagus, and in the vicinity of Salamanca. (To U mithiued.J 


18164 TtlE EOYIL MILITAEY CHRONICLE. 


4m 


THE HISTORY OF THE WAR, ' 

From the year 1792 to 1814; in which the MiUtairy Transactiom of 
,.e.mh Campaign are related separately and in detaii<. 

CAMPAIGN OF 1794 , 

Book IV, Chap, L contintjeb, 

BUT the French, instead of being dispirited by their ill success upon this 
occasion, actually crossed the Sambre two days after, (May 24.) and occu«« 
pied a position between Rouveroy and Fontaine-L’Eveque ; they however 
suffered themselves to be again surprised by general count Kaunitz, aiicl 
lost fifty pieces of cannon, and near five thousand men, about three thou-, 
sand of whom were made prisoners. As if undismayed by events, they 
actually broke ground before Charleroi soon after; (June 3.) butbeingat« 
tacked by the combined army under the hereditary prince of Orange, they 
were compelled once more to retreat* Such however was their amazing su- 
periority in point of numbers, that another army of forty thousand men 
about this time entered the duchy of Luxembourg, a movement which 
obliged general Beaulieu to retire from the duchy of Bouillon, the chief 
town of which had been pillaged by the Austrians, under pretence that 
some of the inhabitants had fired upon them. 

Notwithstanding their reiterated miscarriages in that quarter, the ene- 
my soon after recrossed the Sambre again, and assumed a position near 
Josselies, on purpose to cover the siege of Charleroi, before which they 
had already begun to open trenches; but the same general who had de- 
feated thein a few days before, (June 0.) arrived again and obliged them to 
retreat, with the loss of near six thousand men, twenty-two pieces of can- 
non, thirty-five ammunition waggons, and aconsiderable number of horses 
and baggage. But genera! Jourdan having received considerable reinforce- 
ments from the aruiy of the Moselle, crossed the Sambre a third time* 
stormed the Austrian camp at Betignies, and prepared again to besiege 
a city which had so long eluded his attacks. 

About this period some of the most ferocious members of the, ruling 
party in France, exhibited a degree of savage revenge respecting Eng- 
land, well calculated to render them the objects of general detestatiom 
Not content with solemrdy proclaiming the minister «« the enemy of the 
human- race” in the convention, a decree (May 20, 1794.) was also ob«? 
tained, declaring, “ that henceforth no English or Hanoverians should 
be made prisoners;”^ and an address : was soon after transmitted to the 
armies of the republic, in which, after accusing the British governuient 
of all the crimes perpetrated against France, they assert, tbat,“ no one of 
the slaves of George ought to'return' to the traitorous territory of Eng- 
land^.” The conduct of the duke' of York upon^ this. occasion ' was ^ at 

^ On the S 1 st May, 1794, Barrere proposed to the convention that the decree, 
prohibiting quarter' being given to the. English or Hanovenans, should be 

compaiiied by the Mlo wing address to the armies : - ■ 

No. 24. VoL. IV. ' N - ■ . 
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'ooce dignified and liumane. Instead of issning orders' for immediate re- 
^liation, and thus producing all the horrors of mutual assassination^ 
liis' royal highness in an address to bis army^, (dated June 7, 1794.) re-' 
quested the' troops to suspend their incligoatioo, and reminded therog , 
“ that mercy to the vanquished is the brightest gem in a soldiers clia^ 
racterJ* To the honour of the enemy too, neither the ..officers nor sol- 
diers would enforce these barbarous mandates; and several of the gene^ 
rals actually refused obedience to them, at the risk of their lives. 

In the meantime the French proved victorious in maritime Flanders; 
for Picliegru, after defeating Clairfayt, who had marched to the relief of 
Ypres, which contained a garrison of seven thousand men, commenced 
the siege of that place, which was soon after obliged to surrender to 
Moreau, (June 17.) a young man of great promise, who in early life served 
as a private soldier, and but lately exchanged the lawyer’s robe for the 
truncheon of a general. • 

Nor was Jowrdan less fortunate in another quarter, for he pressed the 
siege of Charleroi so closely, that the garrison, amounting to three thou- 
sand men, surrendered at discretion. The prince de Cobourg, assisted by 
the prince of Orange and general Beaulieu, not being acquainted with 
this event, marched in the course of that very evening (June 26.) with 
the combined array, divided into five columns, and early on the succeed- 
ing morning made preparations to relieve the place. Having attacked 
the enemy’s entrenchments in the direction of Lambrisart, Espines, and 
Gosselies, (June 27*) he obliged a few detached bodies to retreat, not- 
withstanding the protection of several strong redoubts; but such was 
the opposition experienced on this occasion by the allies, that it \vm- 


England is capable of every outrage on limiiauity, and of every crime 
towards the republick. She attacks the ngiits of all nations, and threatens to 
annihilate liberty. 

" How long will you suffer to continue on your frontiers the slaves of Georoe 
—the soldiers of the most atrocious of tyrants? He formed the congress tf 
Pilnitz, and brought about the scandalous surrender of Toulon. He maLamed 
your brethren at Genoa, and burned our magazines in the maritime towns. 
He corrupted our cities, and endeavoured to destroy the national representation. 
He starved your plains, and purchased treasons on the frontiers. 

“ When the events of battle shall put in your power either English or- 
Hanoverians, bring to your remembrance the vast tracts of country English 
sla^s have laid waste. Carry your views to La Vendee, Toulon, Lyons, Land- 
recies, Martinico, and St, Domingo— places still reeking with the blood which 
the atrocious policy of the English has shed. Donottrustto their artful Ian- 

guage, which is an additional crime worthy of their perfidious character, and 
Machiavelian government. Those who boast that they abhor the tyranny of 
George, say, can they figM for 

N 0 1 no ,! repwbl lean , spidiers— you ought, therefore, when v ictory ;shall put 
in your power either Englishmen or Hanoverians, to strike ; 'oot one of them 

ought to return to the traitorous territory ofEngland, or to be brought into 
brancc. Let the British slaves perish, and Europe be free.” 

After the fill of Robespierre, the barbarous and unjust decree which aecom- 
pamecl this address was repealed 
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eveiiiog before tlie left wing had arrived at the principal heights, which 
were fortified by ao extensive range of field works lined with an immense 
number of heavy artillery. Although a variety of unforeseen obstacle# 
had interposed, an attempt was now made to force this strong position 
with the bayonet, while Jourdan 00 the other hand, having obtained the 
assistance of the besieging army, in consequence of the fall of Charleroi,, 
determined to decide the fate of Flanders in a pitched battle. He ac- 
cordingly advanced with a numerous array, and made such an excellent 
disposition as to enable the greater part of his forces to contend with the 
left wing of the allies only. Nevertheless, such was the impetuous valour 
of the assailants, that they repeatedly penetrated the French lines, and 
fortaed several times under the lire of their cannon ; but towards seven 
o’clock in the eveniog, the advantage obtained by Jourdan became con- 
spicuous; for having drawn his troops out of their entrenchments, and 
made three distinct charges upon the enemy, after an action which com- 
menced at dawn of day, and did not entirely conclude luitii near sun- 
set, victory, which had been hovering by turns over each of the rival 
armies, declared finally in favour of the republicans. The combined 
froops, taking advantage of the night, immediately fell back, first on Mar- 
bois, and next on Nivelles, with an intent if possible to cover Namur, 

Thus ended the battle of Fieurus, fought on the same ground as that 
©n which the French had discomfited the allies a century before; in con- 
sequence of which general Jourdan was now considered for a time a» 
the rival of marshal Luxembourg^ 

Some circumstances worthy of record deserve to be enumerated here. 
The lossoftbis action, on which so much depended, appears to have arisen 
partly from the ignorance of the imperial general relative to the fate of 
Charleroi, and partly from the determination of the French soldiers, 
who dreading the ignominy of being again driven across the Sam- 
bre, exclaimed from one end of the line to another, No retreat to- 
day !” The reserve, in particular, which turned the Fortune of the bat- 
tle, displayed an extraordinary degree of enthusiasm, and repeatedly 
pharged the enemy, amidst unceasing shouts of Long live the repub- 
lic!” Nor ought a novel incident, connected with the fate of this en- 
gagement, and consequently of Austrian Flanders, to be omitted. The 
committee of public safety, ambitious of boasting that it had enlisted 
science under the banners of liberty, had sent a company of aerostats to 
the he^d-qiiarters of the army, in consequence of which a balloon was 
constructed, and frequently elevated during the action, with a confiden- 
tial officer attached to it, who conveyed the most important Intel ligence 
relative to the designs, the numbers, and the evolutions of tbeenemy^'* 

Etienne, adjutant-general of the army, was the person pitched upon to 
reconnoitre the Austrians, and the balloon was called V Entreprenant, I was. 

attacked^’ says he, in the report published by him upon this occasion, with, 
hisses as well as grenades, but none of them reached me. I corresponded with, 
the generals during the action, and informed them of every new position as< 
/ sumed by the enemy,'” The intelligence was conveyed in a note fasted to.am 
arrow, while the balloo^^ itself attached to a ■ 
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The loss of the combined forces' in this engagement has never been 
precisely ascertained; it was undoubtedly diminished greatly ' on one 
band by the prince de Cobourg, who stated it at fifteen hundreci^j and 
grossly exaggerated on the other by the Frenchj wdio estimated it at' ten 
thousand men. The effects however were prodigious, for the combined 
forces now retreated in all quarters, and Broges, Tournay, Mens, Oude- 
iiarde, ■ Brussels, and even Namur, jwere left without protection. ■ 

The body of English and allies under the duke of York partici pated 
of course in the disasters of the campaign ; for his royal highness, after 
attempting in vain to form a junction with general Clairfayt, was obliged 
to retreat from Tournay to Renaix ; and general Walmoden having 
been forced at the same time to abandon Bruges, all communication 
with Ostend was thus cut off* The ministry, greatly alarmed at this 
event, immediately requested the earl of Moira, who had been nominat- 
ed to the command of a separate body of troops, now encamped in the 
vicinity of Southampton, and destined, in conjunction with several regi« 
iiients of emigrants, for a secret expedition against France, to repair to 
the Low-countries, Notwithstanding this nobleman had before intimated 
that any orders for serving in that quarter must cause his immediate re- 
signation, he yet waived his former resolutions at so critical a period ; 
and after landing a body of troops in maritime Flanders, proposed a 
junction to the generals Clairfayt and Walmoden, so as to e;nable them 
to act from Bruges to Thielt, upon the left wing of the Frepch, with a 
view of covering Ostend on one hand, and producing a diversion in fa- 
vour of the duke of York on the other. While on his march to effect 
this, the situation of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg rendered the plan im- 
practicable ; his lordship, however, determined to comply with a pressing 
invitation on the part of the English commander in chief, then in a dif- 
ficult position ; and accordingly, by means of a rapid moveraeiif, com- 
pleted the object of the expedition ; after which he was consigned to ob- 
scurity, but not until he had repulsed the French (June at Alostf, 
and also (July 6.} at Malines, whence he forced the enemy to retire, not- 
withstanding they had made a successful attack on all the duke’s out- 
posts, in front of the canal leading from Brussels to Antwerp, 

^ However, the Frencb returned to the charge, and again assaulted the 
line of defence occupied by his royal highness^ who deemed it prudent 

to retreat across the Meuse, and withdraw into Hoilaod, 

Nor was the enemy less successful in o^ther quarters., Notwithsland* 
ing the battle of Fleurus appem*ed decisive.,, of the fate' of the' Nether- 
lands, the prince of 'Saxe Cobourg' contended against fortune with the 

^ See a Beturn of the action of the S6thof June, 1794'?' near Fleurus,” pub» 
lished in the Loudon Gazette, « 

, Gurloss, it is said, " is not ve.ry considerable, and may perhaps amount to 
fifteen hundred men. No can non have been lost; but a howitzer and one 
colour have been taken from the enemy.” 

t Lieiiteoa,nt-colonels Doyle and Yandeleur distinguished themselves upoa 
this occasion. 
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most iodefatigable perseverencej being determined not to Telinquish the 
ancient dominions of the' house of Austria without a long and riolent 
.struggle. Having assembled the remainder of his army at Halie^ he ad*» 
yanced and assumed a formidable position, but was immediately a|*« 
tacked (July ^i,.) by a victorious army, and forced to evacuate Mons ; on 
which occasion bis rear-guard left that town by one gate, at the very 
iiioment the van of the French army entered it at. another. Having re- 
treated to Soignies, and thus placed himself between the republicans 
and the capital of Brabant, he threw up intrenchments and fortified this 
post, which was not inferior to that of Jemappe in point of natural 
strength, so as to render it nearly impregnable ; but nothing could now 
withstand the fury of the assailants, who, braving the fire of a numerous 
artillery, and undaunted at the slaughter which ensued, rushed in with 
screwed bayonets, and by having recourse to that weapon, demonstrated 
that their discipline was complete, and their victory certain. 

The Austrians now retreated through Brussels, the inhabitants of 
which, upon the advance of the French, immediately opened their gates, 
and proclaimed their union with the republic. The inhabitants of Ou- 
denarde, Ghent, and Ostend followed their example ; and it now be- 
came evident, that the house of Austria had wholly lost the dominion of 
the Low-countries. 


CHAP. 11. 

The French obtain possession of the Fortresses on the Northern Fron^ 
tier 9 and drive the Austrians beyond the Rhine — Campaign 0 / I 7P4-5 
in Hollands . 

As Jourdau had routed the enemy on the banks of the Sam bre> while 
Pichegru overcame them on the borders of the Scheldt, it was now de- 
termined to regain those fortresses, which had fallen into the hands of 
the allies. The troops left in garrison were but few in number, and not 
in possession of a sufficient quantity of provisions to withstand a long 
siege ; they were besides intimidated not only by the retreat of the com- 
bined armies, but also by a barbarous law that menaced their lives. Ro- 
bespierre and his associates, not content with staining the scaffold daily 
with the blood of the best and most illustrious of their fellow-citizens, 
had wrested a decree from the too-compliant convention, threatening ex- 
termination against all those who, after a certain period, should presume 
to defend the frontier towns lately appertaining to France. 

General Scherer having appeared before Landrecies, immediately 
summoned that place, and the fatal terra of twenty-four hours was suf® 
fered to elapse, after which the foreign troops were to be put to the 
sword. But: although the governor at first' declined to capitulate, yet 
he did not permit any of the fortifications to be injured; for no sooner 
had the French broken ground, and erected batteries, than tie proposed 
terms; these were refused; and the garrison, ■ consisting of iiear tw# 
thousand men, surrendered at discretion (July 15, 1794)# 
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The same general and the same army (Aug. 15.) nest appeared be^ 
fore Quesnoy, which after a similar ceremony opened its gates, an event 
notified to the convention by the telegraph, first used upon tins occa- 
sion*. In a few days more (Aug. 29.), Valenciennes, which had been 
taken with such difficulty, followed the example of the two former 
places, and submitted to its ancient masters ; nor did Conde, the name 
of which was now exchanged for that of IVord Libre, exhibit the least 
inclination to resist, but (Aug. 30.) yielded also, without being able to 
obtain a capitulation. Under the walls of Conde were obtained one 
hundred and ninety waggons loaded with stores and ammunition ; and 
in Valenciennes was found a rich booty of three millions of florins in 
specie. But -althoagh all the garrisons had infringed the terms of the 
sanguinary decree already allnded to, neither officers nor soldiers were 
treated with cruelty ; the unhappy emigrants, however, were delivered 
up to the military tribunals, and most of them barbarously murdered. 
The forbearance exercised on this occasion towards the foreign troops, 
originated in the state of parties ; for when the unrelenting character of 
Maximilian Robespierre and his accomplices is considered, there can be 
but little doubt that they would have strictly enforced their original 
threats, and thus devoted their names to new infamy ; but the execution 
of this monster, whose exertions had of late been solely confined to the 
management of the guillotine, prevented the carnage they had medi- 
tated, and in some measure rescued France from fresh reproach. 

In the mean time the armies, but little influenced by the convulsions 
that had teken place in the capital, were put in motion, and resumed 
the operations of the campaign, after a suspension of nearly two mouths, 
during which interval the four frontier garrisons had been subdued. Ac- 
coa-dingly, while l^khegru prepared with one body of troops to attack 
Holland, another assembled in the neighbourhood of Brnsseh under 
Jourdau, and proceeded in pursuit of Clairfayt, who had succeeded the 
prince de Cobourgas commander in chief, and was the only general who 
now kept the field ; for the duke of York had by this time'withdrawn 
into Dutch Brabant, after a long and ineffectual struggle, and the here- 
ditary prince of Orange was obliged to cross the Dyle to prevent hie 
irmy from being surrounded* 




The mtelhgence was transmitted to Paris within the space of a single 
hour after the surrender, by means of thirteen distinct motions. When this 
’-f “ » degree of perfection, the time occupied in 

t“ o rntnuir between Lislcand the capital did not exceed 
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of ©reat ©aptaiwg of JMoiin-n 

IT is our jmrpose under this head to execute a task xery much wanted^ that of 
yiimyacmnpktecoliectiouofTim Lil^ss of the Great Captains of Mo- 
berm History. As far as respects France this has been already executed hj 
Bnmtomei hit we have no Fnylkh Writer who Juts (Vtteynpted it. The 7mtterials 
of these Lives will be as fiUoivs: ' 1 .^ Where the subjects tJiemsehes have left their 
oiim Memoirs^ they shall he giimi in full Where these Lives have been written, 
by miyantlwr of authority^ they will like wise he given hi f ull, — such work hehiy 
translated or reprinted, 3. In want of such materials, the best will he seleckd 
from the mmals and ^nemoirs of the age in which they lived, 

THE LIFE OF JOHN DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 
BOOK.V* 

{CONTAINING "THE TMANSACTIONS OF TEE YEAR 1 70S* 

f Contimicd from our last,) ^ 

IN the mean time the troops covitiniied to pass the bridges with great 
diligence. The Prussian horse formed themselves upon the right, in 
the same plain where our advanced guard was; and the rest of the horse, 
as they passed, followed the Prussians through the village of lieauriie 
into the plain. The foot, by reason of the length of the march, and 
that the horse had galloped a great part of the way, arrived later at their 
bridges, so that till live o’clock there was no foot, except the sixteen 
battalions. 

My lord duke, with prince Eugene, being passed into the plain, t® 
the head of the horse, where they were forming, and perceiving the great 
need there was of foot, sent orders to the foot that had been employed 
in the attack of the village, to leave their- post there, and fling them- 
selves into the hedges on the other side of the plain, towards which the 
enemy seemed to be raarcliing with great diligence. There were then 
but two battalions of ours on that side of the plain, which were rnajoTi' 
general Collier’s and brigadier Grurachon’s. They were attacked with 
great fury, bat maintained their post with prodigious bravery till more 
foot came up to sustain them, long afterwards. The duke sent orders 
after orders to the foot to press their march, the French being then form- 
ing, and ready to attack the foot that was there with very unequal num-? 
bers. In this time the diike of Argyle arrived with twenty battalions; 
they were hardly-posted when the French attacked them with gieat fury, 
driving some Prussian battalions from their post, which, notwithstanding 
the inequality of numbers, they retook again sword in hand. This hap- 
pened about six o’clock in the evening. Count Lottum, by this time, 
Was coming up with the rest of the foot of the right, to sustain this at« 
tack. His grace finding the great effort that was like to be made on the 
right, sent to the left for twenty battalions. The left wing, which had 
passed their lioise through Ondenarde, and the foot over bridges belQ^ 
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tlie tow 11, made for that purpose, arriving some time later tbao the right, 
Bad formed themselves in two lines, with the village of Merghem be- 
liiiid them. 

As soon as the foot arrived, they formed themselves in two lines before 
the horse, and then attacked, in very good order, the iiiclosures and vil- 
lages in their front, wherein the French were posted. About seven o’clock 
the fire grew universal both on the right and left. In most places the 
French gave way ; but, being ^Sustained with fresh troops, the action was 
maintained very obstinately a good while after. Before the left of the 
left wing there was a kind' of opening, through which ran a road that 
led into the plain on the top of the hill. The prince of Friese, at the 
head of the Dutch foot, cleared this opening. In the instant in which 
this was performing, my lord Marlborough arrived at the left, prince 
Eugene taking care of the right. At the same time the fire was seen 
to go into the wood, the French seeming to yield almost every where. 

My lord duke sent orders to M. d’Auverquerque and count Tilly, on 
the top of the hill, to press the French as much as they could on that 
side. Accordingly they passed the Danish horse through a narrow de- 
file, into a field where all the French household were drawn up under 
the hedges. Round this great field, being possessed by the French, the 
prince of Friese brought in the foot ; and having formed them in two 
lines, he led them on with great resolution, the French every where 
giving way. The count d’Oxensteirne was along with this prince and 
the foot. This happened to be upon the flank of the French ; so that 
most of those that were retiring, being beaten from the right to the left, 
were forced back again into the inclosures in great disorder ; so that at 
last, when it was growing dark, many battalions, and more squadrons, 
flung themselves out in a desperate manner. Some of them, piercing 
through others, were cut to pieces; some were forced back ; some passed 
through unperceived, and others asked to capitulate for their whole 
regiments. 

The disorder was now so very great, and the fire directed so many dif- 
ferent ways at once, that it was impossible to know friends from foes; for 
which reason positive orders were given to fire no more till morning, and 
father let the enemies escape, than for the victors to venture putting 
themselves in confusion. 

During the greatest part of this action, M. d’Auverqiierque. was on 
horseback 'at the head of the troops, in the hottest of the fire'; count 
Tilly was at the head of the horse ; and the prince 'of Wirtemberg ani- 
mated the troopA every where by his own example, shewing himself in 
all places ^ where the enemy appeared. A great many squadrons of the 
French household, which advanced to support their foot, were broke to 
pieces. Lieutenant-general Rantzau distinguished himself very much 
■ m this occasion. 

On the right,' white the. duk'e of Marlborough was on the left, prince 
Eugene having made openings with the foot, sent in the horse to a little 
plain to attack the French' cavalry ; which they did with very goo'd sue-* 
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cess : but pursuing too far, they suffered by the fire of the foot, and bj 
fresh horse that came pouring down upon them. The Prussian Gendarms 
distinguished themselves very much, and lost very near the half of their 
number in this action. Lieutenant-general Watsmore, who shewed a 
great deal of valour in commanding that attack, was, at the bead of those 
troops, wounded slightly above the eye. ■ ' ^ ' 

Towards night, the French hardly made any more resistance any where, 
every thing seeming to be in the last disorder.' Had there been two hours 
more of light, in all, probability their whole body of foot, and their right 
wing of horse, had been entirely cut off ; they being very near sur- 
rounded.: As soon as it, was dark, their troops retired by the road that 
goes,, through the village of Hiiysen, from Oudenarde to Ghent. Their 
artillery and baggage were not come up; so that, in all the action, they 
did i;iQt make use of above four pieces of cannon. As soon as it was 
light next morain.g’, the troops that had Iain upon their arms all night 
were ready ; but the enemy was gone, leaving only some foot, and twenty- 
iive squadrons for their rear-guard. 

The doke of Marlborough ordered forty squadrons from the rights 
commanded by the lieutenant-generals Bulau and Lumley, with a con- 
siderable body of foot, to attack them ; but the French having flung 
themselves into the highway that runs to Ghent, they were followed ooly 
by four battalions and forty squadrons. The grenadiers of the four 
battalions pushed twelve companies of the French grenadiers, who were 
posted along the liighway, to secure their retreat. The head of the 
squadrons, failing into the fire of the French grenadiers, had several 
officers and soldiers killed and wounded ; but the regiment of Pentz 
suffered most Of the grenadiers commanded by major Erwing, several 
officers were killed and wounded on this occasion. Major-general 
Meredith was slightly wounded with a musket-shot, on the bone of 
the cheek. 

On the enemies’ side a great many were killed and taken. The regi- 
ment of Risboiirg was entirely ruined, being the last regiment that stood® 
Two entire companies were taken. Brigadier Fourrienne, who com- 
manded the last brigade, was taken, with many other officers. Their 
rearguard was pushed within less than two leagues of Ghent ; but there 
being only one road, without any place to form in, and the foot being 
very much tired, it was not thought fit to pursue them any farther® 
What remained of their army retired under the cannon of Ghent. 

The loss of the French, in this action, amounted to above 4000 left 
dead on the place ; they carried off 5000 wounded, and had about 70 OO 
made prisoners. On the side of the allies only 2000 ' were slain, and ' 
about the same number wounded. They took thirty-four standards^ 
twenty-live colours, and four kettle-drums. " ' '■-••■v ■ 

^ The remains of the French army .marched through Ghent in great, 
disorder,, having about a hundred pieces of cannon with them', ' anci 
encamped along the canal of Bruges, the duke of Brugundy taking his 
quarters , at Bellem. They, left tweaty-two ' battalions- for a garrison m * 
', ;No. 24. Vo,L. IW f 40 . 
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the former place, which. suffered so very mucli in the; Battle, that they 
were reduced to a very few' men. It was impossible to express the con« 
sterimtion of the French princes and generals; especially when they 
heard that the duke of Marlborough was marched towards Ipres, had 
forced the lines of Comines and made the necessary dispositions for' 
cutting off the communication between France and the French army. 

To confirm these accounts given hy the allies, we'iieed only to make 
some extracts from papers written by the French themselves. In one of 
them, dated from Paris, we are told, that when «nhe king received at 
Fontainbleau the first advice of the fatal battle fought near Oucleo^ 
arde, he was so much concerned, that he could not forbear to utter theie 
words : Again loitkout success / 0 Spain ! ivhat Wood do you. costT And 
in another article from Ipres we have these words : our loss in the battle 
near Oudenarde appears every day much greater than was reported : for 
besides 6000 men' we lost upon the spot, the enemy took 600 officers, 
and 5000 men, prisoners.” But the most remarkable piece is the extract 
of a letter from the same place, written by a French officer who was there 
prisoner. 

I can only send you an unwelcome relation of the particulars of the 
battle which happened yesterday about two in the afternoon near Ouden- 
arde. It will prove a great blow to France ; for without exaggerating 
the matter, we lost above 10,000 men, killed or wounded, or taken. 
The action was very ffl managed on our side ; for instead of attacking 
the enemy when they began to pass the Scheld near Oudenarde at eleven 
in the morning, we let them come over the river quietly, which they 
would not have adventured to do, had we in any tolerable manner offered 
to dispute their passage. At least forty of oor best regiments are red need' 
to a wretched condition, the greatest part of them being killed or taken ; 
so that it will be a long time before they can be re-established. Of four 
•regiments of the king’s houshold at least half are taken prisoners, and 
among them are several persons of note. 

The duke of Marlborough, in a letter to queen Anne, dated July 2 
has these expressions : The circumstances in this last battle, I think, 
shew the hand of God: for we were obliged not only to march five leagiiet 
that morning, but to pass. a river before the enemy, and to engage them 
before, the whole army .was passed ; which was a visible mark of .the favour 
of heaven to you and your arms.” 

• It, was ■ observed ..that the duke of Burgundy, in his retreat, did not 
take,, the post .of honour, but out of modesty resigned to the duke da 
Vendome the , care.. , of bringing up the rear, and arrived himself at, live 
o’clock the,,' next morning^after,, the battle at Ghent, attended by the 
, , duke of Berry and the chevalier cle St. George. A late author, who 
very much favours the French, and in particular the duke de Vendome, 

. tells that 'there was a secret , force which drew the young’ prince to® 
.wards that city, which' made, him contend w.ith the duke de. Vendome 
against giving battle till it was too late to avoid it, and till they could 

Bat fight but with disadvantage.”---V'^endome arrived there at nine o’clocks 


IB 1 6.1 .THE .RO^AL M1L,IT ARY CHRONICLE. Sg 

aod ordered the troops to march through Ghent, without malchig any 
halt, to . Louendeghem, on the. canal between that city and Ghent. 
Their retreat was ray disorderly, at least amongst the foot ; for the 
cavalry^ having had but little share in the -.action, retired in better order. 
As they had left their cannon and light baggage at Gavre on theday of 
the light, they had the good luck to save it, and afterwards planted it on 
the entrenchments they cast up along the canal. They had above one 
hundred field pieces, besides"' tlie; cannon they found in Ghent. The 
hospitals and public places in Ghent being not able to receive the wounds 
ed 5 part of them were sent to Bruges. ■ ■ 

The confederate troops being returned to their camp, which was the field 
of battle, they rested there the 12th and 13th, while prince Eugene, the 
duke of Marlborough, the deputies of the states, and M. d’Auverquerque, 
debated in a council of war what was to be done in the present conjunc- 
ture; and resolved that the army under the duke of Mariborougb should 
immediately march towards Menin, pass the Lys, level the lines between 
Warnetoii and Ipres, and hinder any detachment from getting into Ipres, 
or the French army from retiring that way. Prince Eugene was to 
march at the same time towards Brussels, to assemble his forces, observe 
the motions of the duke of Berwick, and hinder the French from retiring 
into Brabant by the same way they came. According to these resolu- 
tions the count de Lottum, general of the Prussians, with the lieutenant- 
generals Fagel and Dopst, marched the ISth at night, with thirty batta- 
lions and forty squadrons, towards Old Helchiii, and the nest day 
advanced towards the French lines. The fort of the Red Bridge was 
abandoned without any resistance. Warneton, Comines, and Werwick 
surrendered the 1 5th in the afternoon, and they took in those posts 
five hundred prisoners. The same day the army, which had encamped 
between Beliegen and Ha uterive, marched in two columns towards Menin, 
passed the Lys on two bridges near that place, and encamped between 
Werwick and Meiiio. While the lines between the Lys and Ipres were 
demolishing by a detachment of the army, other detachments were sent 
to raise contributions as far as Arras ; and the deputies that came from 
that country, not having been able to agree, returned home. This 
obliged the generals to have recourse to military executions, and the 
parties set on fire two of the suburbs of Arias. Another party advanced 
to Lens to set it on fire ; but the inhabitants gave hostages to pay what 
was demanded of them. The duke of Marlborough kept his troops 
under a strict discipline ; so that the country people brought plenty ol 
provisions to his camp. Prince Engene lay encamped at Enguieo with 
a detaclimeilt of the grand army, and the forces he brought from Germany, 
except the Palatine infantry, which encamped without Brussels, near the 
gates; of Louvain, Namure, and Hall. That prince observed the duke 
of Berwick, whose forces were posted between M'ons and Conde. ^ 

It is very remarkable, that before the battle of Oudenarde, when prince 
Eugene left his army, and came up alone to be present at the action, 
upon ordering the troops to advance towards the enemy, his grace told 
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Ms serene bighness, that he was not without hopes of felicitating him 
with the sight of a victory at his arrival in FlanclerSj especially as the 
troops were animated with, his highness’s presence*” His grace had 
indeed always a sort of noble confidence in liis good iortunej'wiiich a long 
series of uninterrupted success could not but strengthtin* 

As the coosternation was very great in the enemy’s country, by reason 
of the late excursions therein, the duke of Marlborough resolved to detach 
a more considerable body into the French territories to extend the 
contributions,, or proceed to military execution in ease of refcsaL The 
generals and the states deputies having taken into consideration, that as 
long as the enemy were posted between Ghent and Bruges, it was impossi- 
ble for them to receive their heavy artillery for a siege, orders were sent 
to the governor of Sas-van-Gheut, to send the boats laden with it, which 
had been some time in that place, to Antwerp ; from whence the train 
could be carried to Brussels by means of the canal. At the same' time a 
new train of twenty battering-pieces was ordered from Maestricht to 
Brussels, and the country was to furnish a sufficient number of horse 
for that service. The hereditary prince of Hesse-Cassel, with the Saxon 
and Hessian cavalry, continued at Brussels, for securing the transport of 
this artillery : and while the allies were securing their own convoys, ten 
squadrons under brigadier Chanclos were detached towards Oudeoarde, 
to hinder the enemy from receiving any convoys from Tournay, where 
there was advice, they had one preparing. Another detachment of five 
hundred horse, under the prince of Avergne and count Maurice de 
Nassau, was detached at the same time towards Kousselaer, to cut off 
the convoys of provisions the enemy might receive by the way of Ipres; 
and all possible precautions were taken to streighteo them in their camp, 
•where they continued to entrench themselves, and talked of insulting 
the frontiers of the slates* But I must not mention every minute motion 
of either army* 

On the 24tli of July, advice came to the eam,p, that, the duke of 
Berwick was' marched from JDoway with 23 squadrons, besides the 
cavalry of the garrison of Lisle, to Tournay, with a design to attack the 
baggage of the allies in their march from Aeth : whereupon the duke of 
Marlborough detached 6 squadrons from the right," under the cominaod 
of major-general Baudits, to re-inforce lieutenant-general Dompre, who 
had been detached with- 2000 horse and so the baggage came safe into 
the camp, the enemy not thinking fit to attack it* 


{T<f is coniinued^J 
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OFFICIAL NARRATIVES 

OF THE 

CAMPAIGNS OF BUONAPARTE, 

Being a Cobiplete Collection of the' whole'' of the Bulletins 

PUBLISHED BY BUONAPAET’E, FROBI HIS FIRST CAMPA'IGN ■ AS 'GENE- 
RAL IN Chief IN Italy 1796, to ms Abdication'. 



IT is the ivell hwiun opinion of so7ne of otir ablest Generals, that ike French MnU 
kilns of Buonaparte contain the most complete practical lessons of modern warfare^ 
and with a due allowance for some exaggeration, include the fullest narrative of 
the most memorahle campaig^is on record. A wish, therefore, has often been ex^ 
pressed that they were all jmllished m one form, so as to form a portable manual 
us well for future reference as for present study. It is our present purpose to 
effect this. In this, and in the following numbers of the Chronicle, we shall 
accordingly give a complete collection of the whole of the Bulletins pnblished bg 
Buonaparte. This collection was conmenced in the first Number of this Second 
Series of the Military Chronicle 5 and these Bulletins are no where to be found but^ 
in the Morriteur and in the Military Chronicle'* fVe conceive it unnecessary to 
point out the utility of having them thus co?nplete, and in a form always accessible 
for history and reference. 


CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA IN 181i2. 


FIFTH BULLETIN (cmitimed.J 

WiLNA, July 6tJi, 18 IS — THE third and fourth corps, and Eussiaii Imperial 
Guards, retired from Wilna upon Nementschii), Swentziani, and Vidzoni, 
The King of Naples pressed them vigorously along the banks of the Wilia» 
The 10 th regiment of Polish hussars, which was at the head of the column of 
the division of Count Sebastiani, came up near Lebowo, with a regiment of 
Cossacks of the party which covered the rear-guard, and charged at full gallop, 
killed nine, and made about a dozen prisoners. The Polish troops, which up 
to this moment have engaged in a charge, have shown rare resulutiom They 
are animated by enthusiasm and passion. 

On the 3d of July, the King of Naples marched upon Swentziaiii, and there 
overtook Baron de Tolly’s rear-guard* He gave orders to General Montbrun 
to charge 5 but the Eussians did not wait the attack, and retired with such 
precipitation, that a squadron of Huhlans, which was returning from a recon^ 
lioissance on the side of Mihailetki, fell in with our out-posts. It was charged 
by the 12 th chasseurs, and the whole either taken or slain. Sixty men were 
taken with their horses. The Poles who are amongst these prisoners, have 
applied to serve, and have been taken, full mounted, into the Polish troops. 

Oil the 4th, at day- break,' the King of Naples entered Swentziaiii, the Mar* 
slial Duke of Eichingen entered 'Maliatoni, and the Marshal Duke ofKeggiOj, 
Avanta,.' ' , .. 

„C)a the 30th of June, Marshal the Duke of Tarentum arrived, .at' Russiena j, 
lie proceeded beyond that to .Poneviez, Chawli, and Tescli. 

The .immense magazines which the Russians, had in Samogitia havfe 
been burned by themselves, which has occasioned an enormous loss, not only 
to their finances, ,, hot still more to the subsistence of the people. '.,. 
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The corps of Doctorow, however, viz. the 6th corps, was, till the S7th of 
June, without any orders, and had made no movement On tlm i28t!i it assem- 
bled, and put itself ill motion^ in order to proceed to the Dwina by niarching 
on its flank. On the 30th, .its advanced guard entered Sokioicld. It wa®^ 
cliargcd by The iighi-cavalry of General Baron Borde Soult, and driven out of 
the villagei , Doctorow, perceiving that he was^ anticipated, turned to the right 
and,, miade ..for Ochmiana, General Baron Pajol arrived at that place, witb’iiis 
light cavalry, at the moment when Doctorow’s vanguard entered it. Ge- 
neral Pajol' charged. The enemy was sabred and overthrown in the town ; 
he lost 60 men killed, and 18 prisoners. General Pajol had five men killed® 
and-, some wounded; .This, charge, -was, made, by the ,9th reginieiit of Polisli 
lancers. . , . ■ 

Genera! Doctorow, seeing his route intercepted, fell back upon Olchanoiri. 
Marshal the Prince of Eckinuhl, with a division of infantry, the cuirassiers of 
the division of Count Yalence, and the second regiment of light cavalry of the 
guard, moved upon Ochmiani, in order to support General Pajol. 

The Corps of Doctorow, thus cut off and driven towards the south, continued 
to prosecute the movement on the right by forced marches, with the sacrifice 
of its baggage, upon Smoroghoni, DonowchetS and Robouihiicki, whence lie 
made for the Dwina. This movement had been foreseen. General Nansouty, 
■with a division of cuirassiers, the division of light cavalry of Count Bruyeres, 
and Count Morand’s division of infantry, advanced to Mikailitchki, with a 
view to cut off this corps. He arrived on the 3cl at >Swiii, at the time when 
it passed that place, and pushed it briskly, fie took a large number of wag- 
gons, and obliged the enemy to abandon some hundreds of baggage carts. 

The uncertainty, the anxiety, the marches and counter- marches which 
these troops had endured, the fatigues which they iiad undergone, must have 
made them suffer severely. 

Torrents of rain fell during thirty-six hours, ivithout interaiission. The 
weather has suddenly changed from extreme heat to very severe cold. Several 
thousands of horses have perished by the effects of this sudden transition. 
Convoys of artillery have been stopped by the mud. 

This terrible storm, which has fatigued both men and beasts, has unavoidably 
retarded our march; and the corps of Doctorow, which successively fell in 
with the columns of General Borde Soolt, of General Pajol, and Geiieral Nan- 
«outy, has narrowly escaped destruction. 

Prince Bagrathion, with the 5th corps stationed more in the rear, marches 
towards the Dwina. Pie set out, oii' the 30th of June, from Wolkowisk 
to Minsk 

The King of Westphalia - entered Grodno the same day. ,:The. division 
Bombrowski passed it first ''The-Hetman Platoff was still at .Grodiio with his 
Cossacks. When charged by the . light cavalry of Prince ' Foiiiatowski, the 
Cossacks were dispersed in every dire-ctio-n. -Twenty were .killed. and sixty 
made prisoners; ' At’Grodno were found., materials for 100,000, -...rations of bread, 
and some remains of the magazine. 

; It .had been foreseen, that Bagrathion would fall back upon the Dwina, by 
drawing as near as .possible to- Dunaburg; and .the General of Division, Count 
Grouchy, had been ;sent- to Bodganow. -' Tie was on the Sd at .Trabmi.. . - Mar- 
shal .the Prince of Eckmuhl,' reinforced -by two divisions, was on .tli,e,4tli at 
Witchnew. If Prince Poniatowski" had- vigorously pressed the. rear-guard of' 
the corps of Bagrathion, that corps would 'have been endangered. 
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All tlie eDemy’s' corps are in a state' of the greatest uncertainty. TtiO' 
Hetmaii 3 ?latoff was'' still ' igooraof on the SOth of June, that Wihia had been 
two days in the possession of the "French. 'He' took a directio'n towards that 
city, as^ far as Lida, at w'liicli place he changed his route, and moved towards 
the South. : . 

The' sun, duiirig' the wlio'le ' of the 4 th, ' re-established the roads. Every 
thiog is now organising; at; Wilna. The suburbs have ' suffered by the vast' 
crowds of people that rushed into them during the, continuance of the tempest 
There as a, Russian apparatus there for 60,000 rations. Another has been 
established for an equal number of rations.. Magazines are forming, Tlie 
head of the convoys arrives at Kowho by the Niemen. Twenty thousand 
quintals of iour, and a million rations of biscuit, have just arrived here from 
"Dantzic, 

SIXTH bulletin;. ^ 

WiLMA, li, 1812.-^The Kingof Naples continued to follow the enemy 

year-guard. On the 5 tli, he met the enemy’s cavalry in a position upon the 
l 3 ziana» He caused it to be charged by the brigade of light cavalry com- 
maaded by General Baron Subervie. The Prussian regiments, the Wurtem- 
bergers and Poles, which form a part of this brigade, charged with tiie greatest 
Intrepidity. They overturned a line of Russian dragoons and hussars, and took 
QOO prisoners, with tiieir horses. When they arrived on the other side of the 
Bziana, they broke down the Bridges, and shewed a disposition to defend the 
passage of the river. General Count Montbrun then brought up his five 
batteries of light artillery, which, during several hours, carried destruction 
into the ranks of t he enemy. The loss of the Russians has been consklerabie. 

General Count Sebastiaiii arrived on the same day at Vidzoni, wdience the 
Emperor of Russia had departed on the pi'eceding evening. 

Our advanced guard is upon the Dwina. 

General Count Nansouty was, on the the 5 th of July, at Fostavoiiia. In 
order to pass the Dziana, he proceeded six miles farther oh the right of the 
King of Naples. The General of Brigade Roussel, with the pth regiment of 
Polish light cavalry, and the 2 d regiment of Prussian hussars, passed the river, 
over threw six Russian squadrons, sabred a great number, and took 45 prison- 
ers, with several officers. General Nansouty praises the conduct of General 
Roussel 5 and mentions with commendation, Lieut. Borke, of the Prussian 
hussars, the sub-officer Kranse, and the hussar Lntze. His Majesty ha«'* 
granted the insignia of the Legion, of Honour to General Roussel, and to the 
officers and sub- Officers above-named. 

Genera! Nansouty took ISO Russian mounted hussars and dragoons prisoners. 

On the 5 d of July, the communication was opened between Grodno and 
Wilria, by Lida. The Hetman Piatoff, with 6000 Cossacks, when driven out 
of Grodno, moved towards Lida, and found there the French posts. He de- 
scended /to Ivie on the" 5 th. 

General Count Grouchy occupied Witchnew,. Traboni, and Soubolnicki. 
General Baron Pajo! was at Perchia 5 General Baron Borde Soult was at 
Blakchtoni: Marshal the Prince of Eckmuhl was in advance of Bobrowitski, 
pushing heads of columns in every direction. . 

Piatoff retreated, precipitate! y^ on the 6tli, to Nikolaew. ' / 

Prince Bagrathioo, haviiig set out in the beginning of July from Wolkowisk 
on his route for 'W ihia, was intercepted in -hiS' mareh. He turned back " witl'i. a 
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*!pw to reich Miask : anticipated there by tlie Prince of EcktnuhUie altered 


‘"‘rhriin^of Westo^^ on the 9tb at Novogrodek ; Genera! Reynier, 

^rtronina-^niaVazines bagg-lge-waggons. quantities of medicines, a. id strag- 
at Konma. ®"f f ’ 7|'’Jds eviry instant. The Russian divisions are 

Shi- in thesl countries without any previqusly arranged route, 
eveJy side, losing their baggage, burning their magazines, destroying their 

■^"GSamronCdb^^^^^^ a magazine f 300 qimitals of flour, 

an^undred thousand rations of bread, &c. He founa also at Vileika a chest 

rnntainino' 200,000 francs, ill copper money. 

AiT hele Xntages have seaVcely cost the French army a man. Since he 
onen n- of the campaign, there have been but about thirty killed m a 1 the 
corps, about 100 wounded, and ten prisoners; whilst we have already taken 

^^ThePrince of'Schwartzenberg passed the Bug at Drogliitschin, pursued the 
enemy hi different directions, and made himself master oi many baggage-carts. 
The Prince of Scliwartzenberg praises the reception he has met with iiom the 

•inhabitants, and the spirit of patriotism which animates these couiiti its. 

Thus, ten days after^ening the campaign, our advanced posts are 
Dwina. Almost the whole of Lithuania, containing tour miihoiis ofmhabi- 
taiits has been conquered. The operations of the war commenced at the passage 
of the Vistula. The projects of the Emperor were from that time plainly mi- 
folded, and he had no time to lose in carrying them into execiitien. Ihus, the 
army has been making forced marches from the period ot passing that m 
order to advance by means of manmuvres upon the l^wina ; for the d^taote 

between the Vistula and the Dwina is greater than that between Uie Dwina 

^^^^le^RuSans ^appear to be concentrating themselves upon Dunabm|;; 
they dve out that it is their intention to wait for us, and to ^ 

before we enter their ancient provinces, --after having abanooiied Poland 
out a contest, as if they were constrained by justice, and wished to res^ 

country badly acquired, inasmuch as it was not gained by treaties, or by the 
right of conquest. - 

The heat continues to be very Violent -n i • i - if 

The people of Poland are in motion on all sides. The White Eagle ishoisL 
cd every where. Priests, nobles, peasants, women, all call for the independ- 
ence of their nation. The peasants are extremely jealous of the happiness of 
f the peasants ofthe Grand Duchy, who are free; for, whatever may be said to 
the contrary, liberty is considered by the Lilhiianians as the greatest blessing. 
The peasants express themselves with a vivacity of elocution, which would not 
seem to belong to the climates ofthe North ; and all embrace with transport, 
the hope that the result of the struggle will be the re-cstrbnshmenl ot uieir 
liberty. The peasants of the Grand Duchy liave gained by their nberty 

not that they are richer, but that the propnetors are obliged to be 

lust and humane; because, otherwise, the peasants would quit. « hen* ,anas ui 
order to seek better;, proprietors. .Thus the noble loses nothing; he is only 
obliged to be just, and the .peasant gains much. It must be an agrecnb!<i^gra,ti- 
fication for the heart of the Emperor, to witness, in crofr’sing the Grand 
the transports of joy and gratitude which the blessing ot liberty, gnmtea to 
four millions of men, has excited. ^ 

Six regiments of ..infantry , are just ordered to be raised by a new levy in 
thuania ; and four regiments of cavalry have been oliered by the nobihty. 

■ (To h mitimed.J 
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CAMPAIGN- OF MAREATGO, 


31(iy 1 4f/«, 1 BOO,— 'Buonaparte baving' arrived at Martigtiy> a village 
of tbe Upper-Talais, situated at six leagues distance from Mount St 
Bernard, chose that place on account of its proximity to the mountains, 
as proper to prepare for, and superintend the astonishing passage which 
he had resolved to accomplish. He staid there three days in the House 
of Convalescence belonging to the Monks of Mount St Bernard, 

The van-guard, commanded by General Lannes, had already advanced 
as far as Saint Peter, a small village quite at the foot of the mountain* 
The troops found it entirely deserted ; for the inhabitants, terrified at 
the distant view of 20 many soldiers approaching towards them, fled 
from their abodes and hid themselves among the rocks covered with 
snow and ice. 

This corps wms composed of the 6th Light Brigade, the 28th and 44th 
of the Line, the 1 1th and 12th of Hussars, and of the 21st of Chasseurs, 
They climbed up the mountain the i6th of May, and saw for the first 
time, at St Remy, (a village six leagues distant from the convent) an 
enemy which they were never to lose sight of again till the moment 
after their triumph at Marengo, 

The enemy, although greatly inferior in number, and who could be 
considered as in no danger of being cut off, owing to the whole country 
forming one entire scarp, so as to aid either their resistance or their re- 
treat; defended themselves step by step, and never disappeared, before 
us, till the moment they perceived another corps of the French army 
descending the Little St, Bernard, menacing their rear, and absolutely 
interrupting their' retreat* 

The 'first division' of the army, commanded by General Watrin, 

■ followed the movement of the-van guard.; ■ ■ ■" 

Till this period of time, neither artillery nor-'ammunition had crossed 
either mountain ; the whole was colleeted at St. Peter, where the park 
was established. To transport this heavy and embarrassing otdoance 
•across’ the mountain, appeared imposssible in the execution. . However 
ir was natural to consider the question, — ^what is"an army in the present 
IV, Supplement. ■ ' A 
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day without artillery ? Its necessity in this respect was imperious, la 
vain did infinite obstacles present themselves to frighten the most ardent 
iinagi nations.;, every thing was foreseen by the genius which conceived 
this daring:, enterprizej'Rhd which was to' carry it i,otp fp,ll execotion, i 

The artillery corps immediately set about dismounting the eannoos^, 

caissonsj forges, kc, piece-meal. Gassendi, Inspector of Ordnance, 

gave orders for hollowing a nuiuber of the trunks of trees after the; natu 
of troughs, in wiiieh' the pieces of cannon might safe!y''slide, and to w 
five or six hundred men, according to the weight of raetal, were appro*, 
priated in order to draw them up these almost inaccessible heights ; the 
wheels were 'Carried byJiand upon poles; and sledges,. made expressly 
for the purpose at Auxonne, conveyed the axle-trees and the empty 
caissons; lastly, mules--; were 'loaded with- ammunition in boxes made 
of green fir. This is the way the Artny of the French Hannibal began 
its march across the Alps! I 

In order to encourage, this very arduous labour ; from 4 to 50d livres 
were offered for every cannon, with its amraiuiition, so conveyed. The 
exertion of a whole battalion was requisite ibr the ccmveyance of one 
field-piece with its necessary ammunition : one half of a regiment cook! 
only draw the load, while the other half was obliged to carry the knap- 
sacks, firelocks, cartridge-boxes, canteens, kettles, and more especial!}’', 
five days provisions, in bread, meat, salt, and biscuit. The whole of 
these accoutrements and necessaries might make a weight of about 
sixty or seventy pounds. 

The heavy baggage was sent back to Lausanne ; the Consul himself 
only taking what might be deemed absolutely necessary. The main 
body of the army followed ut'no great distance from the van-guard : we 
were obliged to ascend one b 3 rone; nobody was prompted to endeavour 
to get before his comrade, an attempt which might, have occasioned' his 
being irrecoverably swallowed up in the snow. The head of our locfiaa 
file column, halted .every now and then, of which opportunity was always 
taken, to allay our 'thirst by soaki'ug our biscuits in the -water of the 
melted snow; and who would believe, unless had he crossed. the Alps 
with us, that these refreshments appeared delicious? 

It took up five hours to climb :Up St, Peter, as high, as llie Mona-stery ; 
at that time every one of us, was indulged with a glass of wine. The 
very liquor, though ■actually ■ frozen, warmed- us,.,, and recruited . our 
strength ; no one, not. even, the most avaricious among us, would have 
exchanged that single draught for all the gold io Mexico. 

We had still a journey ^vf six leagues to make; ’but the rapidity of 
the descent rendered those eighteen miles truly terrible : at every step 
with ’ deep. :,c, revices 'formed by the rnelii ng of the snow; -and it 
was in vain we held, . our . horses fast by the closed reins- of their bridles, 
that care did not preserve them from dangerous and sometimes fatal slides; 
the’ men themselves, inapite of all their precautions, often fell ; and if 
they were unable .to recover'themselves immediately, they ran the risk of 


drawing tlieir li.orseS' out of tbe '■path:, and perl&hing /witli 
; frightful abysses. : , 

: Buonaparte entered the Jiiooastery,. acconapamed by. the. Prior of thd 
bouse .of, .convalescence;, who .bad followed-us,; , but he staid there only 
ail hoar, .when, 00 quitting it, .he exhorted these' res.pectabie hermits to 
caotiiHie to .deserve w.ell of Iminanity.. . , 

nudes ■ aiKi horses^. were -in our- train ; for his. own part, 
.being „ w,i Hi ng, no doubt, to,.„rejoin us by the shortest road, . he entered 
a path 'Which;,, s.ome fc'W , infantry pursued,.. Towards .the middle of 
this march d-he descent , was so steep that he was obliged to slide. dow.'U 
it upon his breech from a height of about feet. The Generars 
Aides-de-camp .p.iiroc,. Mmoi, M'qElin,..and -.others, went .before hipi,, 
and, like .ourselves, ma.rcl)ed these, six leagues 'On foot. The holes 
into which we ;feli every . instant ' rendered this part of our journey 
down the ,.tti,o..uutalns,' .more iaiig.uing than the' ascend in. g them, ■ ,':We 
coo:ime.nced. our inarch at inid.night, and we did not arrive at the end' of' 
it, til! nine o’clock in the evening next day ; and it might be said that, 
for fourteen leagues we had scarcely eaten any food. Extreme fatigue 
and great, want, of .sleep made us uasily- forget the badness of our supper. 
The .cold, Upon this mountain., is excessive, even in the middle of 
glimmer; not a tree, or even a spiall shrub, is there seen to remind us 
of the empire of vegetation ; no herb nor green leaf to oder a pleasing 
verdure ; birds never haunt these regions, or even repose in them from 
weariness of ilight,. It has pleased nature to leave this spot wild and 
barren : a vast extent of ' snow on eycry side, yields a aielaucholy, and if 
0116 ' may be-a.IJowed .tlie ex-pression,.,. monotonous prospect. Rocks of a 
greyish colour, great heaps of ice, an immense perspective of mo urvbiro ‘1 
in, a,' chain, always white; and a frightful silence : from the contempla’f* 
tioo of all which, the mind is neverinterrupted but by the sight of clouds 
which at one time appear to precipitate tliemselves at the foot of the 
iBouotain, at another entirely to surround the observer: such are the 
gloomy beauties; whi,ch are to,: be ; seen in the face of, nature, by tbe.,tra» 
vellers in these e.levated points of our hemisphere, , , 

-Who'could believe that m,.eo would consent to associate in thCsSf .lilgb 
mountain ■ tops, and make- it; their principal occupatioii to sucpoyirfhe 
unfortunate wlio are in danger of perishing, and who often do perish in 
these dangerous, passes ? ^ ^ 

Upon the .Great Mount St. Bernard is- a ..Monastery. .of Bernard.iiiS| 
which very much resembles ^ a. large tun : there are .two other., si'piper, 
houses at no great distance, and which depend on, and belong to, the 
convent. Whilst these solidary and good men have a summer of three 
months, and only three hours of fine weather every day of this fleeting 
season, they esteem themselves happy, . , , 

Upon the left of the Monastery at about a hundred paces frqm tfije 
path or road, is the moiuitain called Mont Veland, the highest of the 
chain. At the moment when I passed it, the sun shone full on its brow ; 
when the snow^ reflecting its rays, dazzled me in a surprising degree#' 
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Sometimes there rolls down from it a block so stupendous as to be capa- 
ble of burying more than two hundred persons. The height is about 
11,000 feet above the level of the sea : it requires two days to climb up 
to the top of it, not because of its height, but on account of the ice 

which euvelopesit,. ' 

The natamiists who travel among’ these Eiouotains,'fani*ish themselves 
with a long stick, a hatchet, and- cramp-irons. The long sliek 'or pole 
serves them to sound the depth of the holes, the |■mtcbet to cut steps 
after the manner of stairs, and the cram p-irons to prevent the ' feet from 
sliding. It is rsot less necessary to be provided with food, and with 
guidesi ^ 

In summer, as well as in winter, many people perish among these almost 
inaccessible rocks. At the tithe we crossed them, the chapel was filled 
with dead bodies, which the dogs had discovered under the snow. 

With what emotions of pleasure did I caress these dogs so useful to 
travellers ! how can one speak of them without being moved by their 
cbaritabie instinct ! Notwithstanding t!ie paucity of our eatables, there 
was not a french soldier who did not manifest an eagerness to give them 
some bread, and even a share of his meat. Morning and evening these 
dogs go out on discovery ; and if, in the midst of their wandering conrses, 
the echo or some unfortunate creature ready to perish reaches their at- 
tentive ears, they run towards those who call out, express their joy, and 
seem to bid the sufferer take courage till tliey have been to seek assist- 
ance ; intact, they hasten back to the conveut, and with an air of in- 
quietude and sadness, announce in a very discernible manner what they 
have seen. In that case a small basket is fastened round the dog’s neck 
filled with food proper for re-animating life almost exhausted ; and thus, 
by some person following the /mmane messenger, an unhappy creature is 
sraatclied from impending destruction. .But to return to the Great 
St. Bernard. 

Whenever the winds, the rain, the hail, or the snow have, duriiio- 
winter, covered or spoiled the foot-path, the guides of the country come 
with their mules in order to discover its former traces; and then to re- 
stoie it, tney pass and repass over it with their implements, till it is again 
piacticable. 1 his operation continues sometimes four or five days : if it 
happens at that time, which is sometimes the case, that a frost sets in, 
as severe as it is often in Russia, that favourable moment is seized for 
provisioning the monastery. 

During the summer, this passage is not much less difficult and dan- 
gerous. The rains penetrating into the mountains of snow, melt them 
a manner seal cely discernible. Large cavities are, however, formed 
which the traveller walks unawares, until, ail on a 
sudden,^ a gulph opens beneath his steps, and he disappears in the twin- 

mg o an eye. A hard frost is desirable, because we may then safely 
travel over the snow, ' 

At two hundred paces below the convent is situated a lake, the depth 
P. W ich IS not known, and which is scarcely ever thawed. The snow 
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e:ol!ects there ui beaps> and covers in such a manner the frozen surface 
of these passages^ that travellers often slide .Ainder it without being able 
to avoid it This happened to the Consul more than once while he was 
coming, to , join us» 

Such were the places on which, during the whole winter, a hundred 
and eighty French soldiers of the J 8th demi-brigade of the line were 
posted, io order to guard the :passes of the Great and Little Saint. Ber-* 
Hard, the Simplon, Mount Genevre, Moiuit-Cenis, &c. The difficulty 
of such a service may be easily conceived;* by considering the nature of 
the station'. , ■ 

On the following day (May i6th,) after a few hours sleep, which had 
refreshed the harassed body, our van-guard marched upon the town of 
Aosta, in Piedmont, the seat of numerous Roman antiquities, and whose 
ancient and hardy natives, the Seiassii, a people of Celtic extractions 
were first subdued by that power under its General, Terentius Varro* 
Its present inhabitants, the most simple people in Piedmont, are incapa-. 
ble of any exertion ; we found however an Hungarian battalion who at- 
tempted to defend the entrance into the town, but it was obliged to re- 
tire with loss, and a deputation of the place waited upon the Consul with 
compliments of surrender. 

Three leagues south-east of Aosta, is the town of Chatillon. General 
Lanoes, in advancing towards it, was informed that the enemy was dis- 
posed to make a resistance on a draw laridge constructed on a precipice* 
over which, so as to avoid this pass, it was not possible for infantry to 
iiiake their way. Without a rooment’s hesitation the Chef de Brigade, 
Fournier, sprang forvyards, and with the 12th Hussars, attacked them in 
so brisk a manner, that in a short time the force which had advanced to 
defend the pass, was over-thrown or sabred, and the passage cleared of 
every one of the enemy, who lost forty of Ferdinand’s Hussars prisoners* 
with two hundred infantry, and a three-pounder, which composed the 
whole of their artillery. The fugitives were pursued as far as Fort de 
Barre, having barely time to raise the draw-bridge after them, %Ve fol- 
lowed them and soon found ourselves at the foot of a rock, which sud- 
denly stopped our whole army. were pexit up as it were in a nar-* 
row neck, terminated by this rock, where four days would have been 
sufficient to exhaust the whole of our subsistence, and which the difficult 
and toilsome passage over Mount St. Bernard, had left to us no means of 
supplying. This alarming stoppage afforded General Melas time to ar- 
rive, and to oppose in person, our passage through the defile. At the 
same time our situation now unfolded to him our whole design, which 
before he had either doubted, or to his misfortune had despised. Nature* 
without any aid from art, had formed this rock of such materials, that 
it might truly be considered as impregnable. The road is at its foot* 
which is watered by the Dorian a deep, rapid, and dangerous river. The 
opposite bank is also formed of high rocks inaccessible to man, and which 
serve 'Only , for the. habitation of marmots a.nd . screech-owls. ■ To the left 
uf the arch are seen other rocks, not less elevated than the former, bql 
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less impTacticablev beiug'strewed' here and' there ^ whli'vioesj to whieirtlie 
sad inhabitants of this ; eon ntry' have a'ccess*^ by means of steps'eot ia’ 
the roeks^ , ‘ 

There was bat one of two courses to pursue^ that of Caking the fort 
l>j assault^ or of seeking for another passage, which, by avoiding the fort^ 
might en-ab!e us to pursue our route. Each of' these measures appeared 
to bid equal deSance to force and ingeoitity. 'But the genius of Buona- 
parte led us on anddtis on this occasion, more perhaps than on any 
©ther^ that this great man proved, that noiking is impossibk to km who 
is resolved to effect Ids object. Three companies of grenadiers possessed 
themselves of the suburbs of the place, and lodged themselves ihereio. 
Daring the da 5 ’' they hid themselves, that they might not be cannonaded 
by the guns of the fort But, through the casements they shot all those 
of the enemy who shewed themselves at the embrasures of the wall, and 
in this way greatly disquieted the eiieiny. The artillery and garrison^ 
however, rendered the fort very formidable, and the enemy seemed to 
have little apprehension, either that we should venture to assault tbenii, 
or that our assault wmuld have any success. 

About eleven o’clock at night, by the light of the moon, the Chief of 
Brigade of the brave 5()th, at the head of several companies of grena- 
diers, marched silently across the great blocks of stone and rock scat- 
tered here and there, reached the palisadoes, climbed over them amidst 
a shower of balls, and forced the enemy with the bayonet from work to 
work, till, full of terror, they retired in disorder within the castle. 
Baring all this time, the cannon was thundering, and the firing of the 
musketry incessant. Canister shot, grenades, and howitzers, for some 
time checked the impetuosity of the Freoch. Imraense stones from the 
parapet were thrown down with precipitaney upon the assailants, and 
crushed many to death on the spot. The Chief of Brigade himself 
was thus mortally wounded. In this situation a retreat was thought 
adviseahie ; it was effected without confusion ; but we had to regret the 
loss of a number of intrepid soldiers killed or badly wounded. 

It was now deemed absolutely necessary to avoid the fort. By dint 
of perseverance in research, we found, after climbing from one flight of 
steps to another, that the' rock called Albaredo' was tobe escaladed, whence 
we might, though with inconceivable difficulty, descend again, or rather 
roll down on tlie other side. Whilst we were ascending those steps, a 
battery played upon us unceasingly. We took the precautroo, as fast 
as we got up, to incline ten or twelve paces on the left, where we were 
sheltered in some degree from the enemy’s shot Nor was this all our 
danger; for before we had ascended three parts of the way, we were 
openly exposed during the space of ten minutes. This inconvenience 
suggested the expediency of raising a light piece of four-pound ordnance 
to the spot ; which, by incredible efforts, was accomplished, through 
a cleft in the rock, though the height was eight hundred yards. This 
single, but serviceable gun, fired incessantly upon the enemy’s battery, 
which, it suecessfully commanded. The advanced guard in this manner 
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ascended llie..r,ock 5 though, not ^witbout .extreme diffienltj,' since they 
• were obliged' to follow one, by one.- Here, as on mount St. Bernard^ the 
troops w.ere obliged to lie upon their arms. _The cavalry: were still more 
fatigued' than : tli^ for the. horses' .were, obliged, like the native 

goats, to , leap from stO'ne, to. stone. Astonishing as it , is .to relate, it is 
pot the less true, that, guided by a powerful and unerring instinct, they 
knew how to avoid the misfortune of rolling headlong down the dread** 
.fill precipices. We pevertlieiess lost in- this way a 'number of4l>e» 
valuable creatures, as wel f as some mules. 

But as the ascending place of the rock of Albaredo was less practica- 
ble than Mount St. Bernard,, it was deemed indispensable to make me 
of the snburps or bassevi He, whatever might be the cost, with respect 
to the exposure. The most extraordinary precautions were taken for 
the marching through the streets, Haybands were twisted round the 
carriage wheels, and the paved road covered with dung, in order to 
deaden their sound as they proceeded. Thirty men were harnessed, one 
before another, to a piece of ordnance, or arnmunition tumbril, ready 
to seize the moment when they might make the least noise possible. The 
enemy, however, were sometimes aware of what was doing, and would 
lire upon us ; on which occasion we seldom failed to find some one among 
us killed or wounded. We posted a eaunon in the belfry of the church 
in the suburbs, which was able to batter in breach, and effectually to 
demolish a tower above the gate of the castle. But the force which de- 
fended it, seeing themselves deprived of every help, and fearing an 
said t surrendered prisoners of war. 

The First Consul went several times, aecompanied by General Ber- 
thier, to view the works of the enemy. He ascended the mountain on 
foot, and continued several hours upon its summit, whence the eyecouM 
easily and fully survey the castle. Greatly fatigued by the laborious as- 
c.ent, and rendered faint by the extreme heat, of the weather, belaid, 
.himself down in the open air, and fell asleep. Each of us, as we filed 
before him, could not but contemplate his person with peculiar interest, 
and we took particular care not to interrupt that repose so necessary to 
his existence, but which had, as it were, been forced upon him. 

Having surmounted these dangers and difficulties, we learnt that the 
enemy made a shew of fbixe at St. 'Blartin. But to attack and drive 
them to Ivrea required only the necessary , time to run over the ground 
'which separated us. .In fact, a, division, :unde.r :generai Boudet entered 
this piece mi the 23d of May, by scaling the walls. The enemy had a 
garrison in the citadel, and seemed, at first, determined to defend the 
town, but they were too few in. number to resist us. We found fourteen 
.pieces of cannon in the place, with a. ■’propprtionate quantity of amma- 
nition, and made therein two hundred prisoners, besides taking twice 
that number in the. pursuit towards Turin# 

The Marquisate, in which Ivrea is.'situated, was founded by Charle- 
magne# It is situated partly in a plain and partly on a bill, and coi^ 
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'tains- about seven tbobsand inhabitants; There are still some remains- of 
an' ancient fortressa v, called' i7 Castellazzo^ >jupposed^ to, have been built 
'bj Ardonin, ■ first' Ma'irquis of Ivrea. Its inhabitants are the descendants 
'of a Roman, colony,' sent -thither during the sixth' consulship of Marios-. 
It is about eight leagues "'north of Turin, and is, a ' bishop’s see. ■ The 
main array having climbed over the mountain of Albaredo ill the marit- 
ner described, filed off by this town, which seasonably furnished the 
troops with bread, wine; meat, and rice; objects so indispensably neces- 
sary to their subsistance. No sooner had we been supplied with these 
articles, than oUr hearts were again elated with joy ; and the present 
abundance effaced the reraerabrance of ihe cruel hardships and prii^ations 
we endured. An incident here occurred, which will shew in a striking 
manner, how little the enemy seems to have been prepared for the dis- 
asters which were suspended over their heads. 

Four or five thousand ofthe enemy, assembled in haste from Turin and 
the adjacent garrisons, united themselves to about two thousand we had 
driven before us the preceding day, and took up a position at Romagno, 
where they intrenched themselves. They were covered by a deep river, 
the bridge of which had been cut down, by reason as it is imagined of the 
contempt ill which they held us, from their entire ignorance of our force, 
as well as ot our designs. They said openly among themselves that the 
report of Buonaparte commanding this army in person was false; that it 
was an adventurer who resembled him, or it might be one of his brothers, 
who had put himself at the head of a collection of Italian refugees, with- 
out artillery and without cavalry; that vve were only throwing ourselves 
away in this manner in order to divert their main operations from before 
Genoa. One part of them even boasted that they on I 3 ’ feigned to retreat 
in order to draw us into more open ground, where they might cut us to 
pieces with ease. But the valour of Geo. Lannes, at the head of his ad- 
vanced guard, put an end to their ridiculous stories and their vain hopes 
together. Romagno was carried by the bayonet ; the bridge and the 
redoubts were soon cleared of the eoemjr. The dead and the wounded 
were left on the spot, and the fugitives were pursued f^J' the road to 
Turin. This was a dear lesson of the bravery of those troops, whom 
they had so much despised. Their cavalry, indeed, taking advantage of 
an open space, and a favourable terrein, faced about and charged our in- 
fantry. From too much ardour in the pursuit our men had separated ; 
blit the 1 Ith and 12 th demi-brigades of the Hussars, being near at hand, 
were united in a moment to the l 6 th light, and to the 28th and 44 th of 
the line. These troops again drove off the enemy and performed pro- 
digies of valour. 

On the following day, (May 26 th,) Buonaparte, in order the better to 
conceal his designs, caused two divisions to menace Turin, whilst the 
advanced guard, under General Lannes, immediately proceeded to the 
ChiU'S^Ua and the Po. The enemy were thus obliged to cross the latter 
where they took up a position on its right bank. While the attention' 
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of the Austrians was occupied ■ by the mpveaients of these; corps, 
divisioii of cavalry, 'under the orders of 'General Murat, took the' route 
of IVJilaii,’ and on the 27tli of ' May entered' Yercelli. ' On the' saine day 
tlieitaliao Legion, commanded,by;'Geri,'Lecchi, ckme down the Sesia. 
The division"' of Geo, Turreau advanced by ' Mount 'Cenis, and took pos- 
session of S'e^a and the Brunette* ' A column of our'' troops penetrated 
from the Simplon, and, marching towards Domo d’Osceila, turned the 
Austrian position there, on theS58'th of May, ' Gen. Moncey’s division^ 
after passing Mount St. 'Gothard on the e6th, pushed its advanced guard 
to Aiio'lo, drivingthe Austrian General Dadovich to the Lago Maggiore* 
In the meantime General Lannes’ corps continued its march to the Po^ 
which induced the Austnans to believe it was his intention to take up a 
position at Asti, in order to intercept the troops on their march from Nice 
to Turin, But our army, after a day’s halt at Chivasso, suddenly on the 
night of the 30th passed the Doria ; and, skirting the Fo, joined General 
Murat at Vercelli. 

The Staff of Ivrea, which was transferred to Vercelli, staid there but 
one night, removing next day to Novarro, which the enemy had evacuated 
that morning. We left this latter place at midnight; the Consular 
guard accompanied us. Already many divisions attended witli the utmost 
impatience upon the banks of the Tessino, waiting for the signal to cross 
it in their turn. It was an interesting spectacle to see the generous dis- 
putes which BOW arose. Every one was eager to be one of the General’s 
division. The rapidity of the river had destroyed the bridge of boats ; 
and, to add to our misfortune, we found ourselves without the means of 
constructing another. Tliese were obstacles sufficient to have stopped 
the progress of any other than a French army. — A few ruinous wherries or 
barges were collected, in which the soldiers embarked ; and shovels served 
for oars. Some carabineers of the 6th Light darted forward, under the 
protection of a well-directed lire of musketry and a few pieces of cannon« 
The grenadiers of the 28th followed, and the opposite bank was presently 
cleared of the enemy. As they bad less infantry than cavalry, they were 
obliged to quit the marshes, as also some osier fields, and a little wood, 
which had incommoded them more than it had protected theai. 

Buffarolo was the principal point against which the chief of our efibrts 
was directed. The passage was effected a league lower on the Tessino. 
Our troops menaced the enemy with taking them in the rear. Finding 
themselves exposed to this danger they thought it prudent to retire ; on 
which our grenadiers pursued them with eagerness into a village, the main 
street of which was siifficiently large to allow the cavalry to act with good 
effect. At this precise moment General Laudon had returnf^rl from 
Genoa; and whether he was apprised of our w^eakness, or that he was 
desirous of learning our strength, he led on, at full gallop, for more than 
six miles, two cavalry divisions of Bussy’s'legion, fell upon our grermtliers, 
repossessed himself of the village, and- made about fifty or sixty prisoners. 
The remainder rallied without loss 'of -time at-'t-he entrance of the marsh, 
and stopped their further progress.' But the^enemy went back as speedilj 
I'V. S'lTPPLlMEHT. B ■■ 
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as tliey had come,^ . Ry. crps-^ing over a Jiastily»cqastraet€d bridge of 
boats, and by the favour of a' dark nighty we had already snch .a 
on the other side as the enemy would not venture to withstand® 

'These' operations continued five days, during which we had approac!iec| 
Milan. Our entrance into Milan on the Sd of June %vm unexpectedly re®' 
tarded 'Some hours, by the . indecision of the enemy® , They 'liesitatec! 
whether they should sbpt themselves up Jn the citadel, or should bave 
time 'to receive succours aiid provisions. Thus they greatly ' harassed 
our -advanced guard and in. this state of the two parties, several of .the 
inhabitants of the city fell victims to their desire to see and communicate 
with the French. Besides those who' were killed, many were woonded 
by the canooni from the citadel. The Consular guards {of whom I was 
one) avoided the shot by taking a narrow bye-path across the gardens* 
which led Us to the entrance called the Gate of Pavia. A most tremen- 
dous storm of rain now came on, which obliged the Consul, and the 
Chief Staff, to take refuge in a small firm near the road. Besides the 
inconvenience from the boisterous weather, we were not yet perfectly 
free from the danger of the enemy, who continued to rove about the 
country. The advanced guard was not wholly come up, before an order 
arrived to press forwards the march of the horse grenadiers. 

Notwithstanding Ihe mud and dirt with which the officers of the head- 
quarters were covered, they were thought to make a figure sufficiently 
respectable and even brilliant, not only to be complimented by the 
Magistracy of Milan, but also by the elegant ladies of the city, who joined 
in the enthusiastic cry of Five Buonaparte ! vwent les Frangois / The 
nearer we approached to the town, the greater was the crowd which 
accompanied us. .At length we arrived within the gates of this distin- 
guished capital of the Milanese. The windows lined with beautiful 
Italian women, the rich shops suffered to remain open, testified, in the 
strongest manner how great was the confidence of the people in the 
French army, 'however much. they had suffered under the- Rossiani 
commanded by Suwarrow. But the finest .coupni’ wii-^the moment 
the most fiatterirjg to us .as spectators, was when we had reached the 
Place du Dome f and when the hero who led us on enjoyed the sublime 
trait which the gratitude of a numerous people exhibited. This vast ' 
space was made to ring with the reiterated shouts of Vive Ghiiral Bmnm 
parte I vke V Armie Frangoise / These acclamations penetrated our 
very souls, and inspired us w.ith that modest pride which so well becomes 
conquerors. 

„ General Murat arrived -with his division of cavalry. The Infantry of 
the advanced guard surrounded the citadel, in which four thoiisaed of 
the enemy were found. 

After these precautions, the Consul betook bimaelf to the palace of "■ 
the Archduke, in the great square; which, to our surprise, was found so 
destitute as not to afford a single faggot of wood to dry his clothes® 

Every where the French national cockade had been substituted for 
the Austrian® We; found '.three thousand sick and wounded in the hos- 
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pitals, : among wliom were several Frenchmen.' A great ntimber' #f 
I Cisalphine refagees entered' with us, who had be'entold a fortnight before ^ 

of the certainty' of this happy event. But a circumstance, which peaceful 
Science itself will rejoice to learn, is, that our victorious entry into Milan 
gave liberty to the great Fontana,, who had long gro'aned under a weight 
of chains for having beeU' guilty of thecrime of fii'ling' a pkce^ in the 
Rep'ublic. ■, . 

^ The chief strength of this celebrated city, built by the Gauls in the 
three hundred and ninety»fifth year of iiome, is a wall and rampart, as 
also a citadel, consisting of six bastions. It has been besieged forty times, 
taken twenty, and four times almost totally demolished ; and yet, oot« 
withstanding these and other calamities, it survives and flourishes I There 
IS a little hill near the town, called the Bochettai which commands 

every part of the surrounding country, an(i the greatest part of the interior 

and exterior works. This place is not commanded on any side ; it is well 
fortified, and well kept up. For all this, howeveiv it cannot stand above 
eightdays of open trenches, because it is closely shut up, and nothing pre- 
vents the trenches from being opened by an enemy, so as to batter in 
breach with advantage. The town is beautiful and large, being nearly 
ten miles in circumference, and the Italians havd a proverb, ths 

GreafJ^ The streets are wide ; its churches, and above all its cathedral, 
may be said to deserve the highest admiration. The palace, the park, 
the play-houses, all serve to embellish this Capital. The chief theatre is 
©f such magnitude as as to admit four hundied performers to appear at 
once, besides forty horses, who sometimes go through the most surprising 
evolutions. The immense number of spectators it will contain, may 
therefore be conceived, by the above facts. The shops are decorated 
I nearly after the manner of the French ; nor are the dresses of the inhabi- 

tants very different from our own, Evety thing we see in Milan, gives 
us a vast idea of its splendour. I imagined that the scourge of war had 
made much deeper wounds in this place than turned out to be the case. 
The Milanese, at least those of the city, are very sociable, and even friend- 
ly to the French, They have fewer faults than may be charged upon 
the Italians in general, or even upon the iiihahitants of the environs. 
The free exercise of religion, which we openly professed ; the re'^pCet we 
shewed for their customs on that head, astonished them, after the abuse 
which had been circulated concerning us as atheists, &c. Among the 
fiches which ornamented the cathedral, -'may be seen several lamps of 
pore gold and silver, as also two pulpits' of massy silver. Behind the' 
choir is a statue as large as life, representinglhe'martyrdora of Skint 
Bartholomew. Strangers never fail to examfn'e this exquisite llgure of 
the Saint, stript of his skin, which' he carries on his left arm, and which 
exposes to view, as in a body after diss-ectibn, all the muscles and fibres 
that compose the human frame. The church, the metropolitan of 
Is one of the most celebrated in all Italy,: after-St. Peter’s of liome.,, 

-- This edifice of gothic architecture astonis^heikt by the vastoesS 
- ©f. the ; undertaking, ^aiid the... immensiiy/of labo'ur expend'Cd in it. The 
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choir. : is . five hundred „Frent*h feet long,, (nearly, five hundred and fifty 
Eoglisb^ and two hundred broad. , It is supported by two hiindred co- 
lumns of marble, and divided into three large navess besides the aisles. 
But, that which, surprises the. mosft is ,the;vwork:, of the outside the 
quantity ■ ,of „ni,ches,, and "the countless number of ina.rble statues of every 
size, with whi,Gh the 'walls are charged from the bottom," to',' tbe',to.ps , One- 
Hiay'' consider the design of this church as the height of folly jo gothiC; 
architecture; and, tperhaps, there exists no' where, else in the world a 
building so loaded. with mseless ornament. " 

The Ambrosian Library is the most striking object in Milan, after the 
cathedral. The buildings which are appropriated to it, having nothing 
very magnificent about them ; but the room .of the library, which is a,n' 
oblong square, sixty feet by twenty-four and thirty-six in height, is a 
very fine one. A winding gallery allbrds the greatest facility.of reaching 
the books which are in the shelves above. There were formerly [reckoned 
to be forty tboiisand volumns of printed books and fifteen thoiisand 
manuscripts in the library: but of late the number has Considerably 
diminished. Among the manuscripts were some uncommonly beautiful ; 
and in these were several precious ones of the, Greek poets, siich as 
Jleslod^ jEscJqihSy Sophocles ^ Euripides ^ Pindar, Lycophron,'Mos,€kmf. 
Aristophanes, Theocritus, &c. The dome can only be corn pared. lo the 
French Pantheon, for its size and architecture. Underneath the gallery 
is placed the famous Madonna. 

How shah i express the satisfaction I experienced at the view of the 
immense space which presented itself to my enchanted eyes ! Thence 
I could contemplate the Alps, which are discoverable through their whole 
extent; among which we easily distinguish the col-di-Tende, Mount-* 
Blaoc (whose majestic summit seems to sustain the sky), Mount Cenis, 
Mount Genievre, theSiippJon, St Gpthard (crossed by Suwarrow), and 
the Great Saint Beimard, .which has borne on its lofty front an. Aonibai 
and a Buonaparte. 

The Orisons are next beheld ; and we only see as through a thick cloiicl, 
the defiles of the Tyrol. Nearer to my place of, observation, I cliscovered, 
without difficulty, the Cisalphine Republic, Piedmont, and a large, part 
of Liguria. What ciftes, what towns, what villages, what [scattered habi- 
bitatsons did I not view,, wbich brought to my mind the recollection of 
great events ! a multitudeof battles won and lost ! a long list of both vir- 
tuousjani! atrocious chararcters, of whom this beautifoland unhappy coiio- 
try, for more than thirty .ceptqries, has been the theatre and the tomb ! 
, We staid seven ^ days in; 'Milan j where pleasures of every kind were 
within the reach of all those who had the means of purchasing' them, and 
thereby indeiunifying fthemselves for their past interruptions. There 
was no fear of Milan becoming a Capua to the French soldiers, under 
the command of General Buonaparte^ The distribution of the rations 
were good and regular, un(i we could not have wi&lied for better quarters., 
M e were contented with what fell^ to oor lot, being more covetous of 
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glory ..than '.pleasure,, .without ..being envious uf .those better ".able :to 
procure it® . , . 

Whilst the division of Loiso'n';.took the- road to Lodi, the Cisalpine 
Legion: tnarchecl, upon B.rescia,: ..to. -have -.an eye, upon that-'chamiog 
country, which' had changed its, masters, seven .times in twenty-eight years.. 
Gen® La,nnes, always in the advanced .guard, took posession of Pavia oa 
the 5tli of June, where be lou ad considerable magazines of provisions, 
near one hundred thousand weight of powder, tive hundred pieces of 
cannon on carriages, and an equal proportion of ball ; besides the pow'der 
magazines, and eight hundred sick aiid wounded Austrians. 

The City of Pavia, once the capital of Lombardy, was founded by our 
brave ancestors, the Gtiuls, but was afterwards taken by the Romans, who, 
in their turn, were driven out by the Goths in the 6th century. It fell 
into the hands of the Lombards in 568, and in 774 into those of Charle- 
magne, who founded its university. About 1477? the town, being little 
better than a mass of rinns, vvas rebuilt, when it changed its name of Tesi- 
mim for that of Pavia. It was here that Francis 1. while besieging it, iu 
15‘i5, was taken prisoner by the Imperialists. Pavia has never recovered 
itself since it was sacked by the French General Lautreck, in 15^7. 

With respect to the Austriaa force,, we lepn^ that, all this while 
General Melas was at Turin, but that the greatest part of liis army was 
still concentrated before Genoa. Perhaps he still despised our force ; 
or, what is equally probable, he was only executing the order.s ofthe 
Cabinet of Vienna, which might have resolved on possessing that city, 
at whatever rate it was to be obtaiued. General O’Reilly 

to Placentia, and General Otto upon the Tessino ; and lastly, be was 
desirous of operating a powerful diversion in detaching six thousand 
men to Chivosso, on the side of the Po.. This party pushed their patroles 
as far Vercelli, where they set at liberty three hundred Austrian prisoners 
taken by the,. French.,: , ■ ;. „ ,, , ■ 

Without being a profound politician, every soldier must now have seen 
the necessity of a battle, which however desirable to one and the other 
nriiiy, would of course decide the fate of Ital}^ It was necessary to be 
Frenchmeo, and to be full of a well-merited confidence, to shut our eyes 
upon the dangers which might now surround us on all points. But 
Murat beat Cell. OTleiily at Placentia J possessed himself of the city, 
and blockaded the citadel. O’Reilly, seeing by this disaster the possible 
danger of his retreat towards Tuscany, fell back upon General Otto, at 
Stradello.and h,Iontebello. 

At liiis time the advanced guard, and all the rest of the army, bad 
taken position on the Po, in the place where, by the junction with the 
Tessino, it is as deep as the Rhine. ,We were no longer to fight with 
scattered' troop.s-assembled i-ft' haste.as before, but with the advanced guard 
of the Austrian army, from fifteen to eighteen thousand men, chosen 
troops, to whom we had been represented as mere recruits, and who, 
eiiflamed by their late success under Scherer, waited for us with a firnij 
foot on the bank of the riveiv short, every thing that had taken 
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place IiithertOj might be;coBsidered .as play io,:comparisoa with what wat* 
about to, hap pen. 

' ' ,0'tir. army" iiow' a^gmeBted every 'day. A strong division of the army 
of the Rhine, from which it had separated under the walls of Uim", after 
having traversed theGrisons and^ crossed Mount St* Gothard, and having 
as well as ourselves, had obstacles to' overcome, and the'threat of famine" 
to struggle with’ on. their- passage, arrived just in time to' share'"'' o 
dangers and o.ur triumphs, ■" But they had been compelled to leave thei# 
arlillery on the other side of the naoiintain-for' the sake of expedition. 

The grenadiers and carabineers contended with '■ impatience for th^ 
honour of passing the ri.ver the first ": " the battalions were also as eager to 
come to blows," The' enemy appeared to^ despise their hardihoodj by 
sllowing them leisure to disembark. But as two fiying bridges were 
established across the river, our numbers that landed increased every 
tooment, and this raised their intrepidity higher and higher. No sooner 
had all the advanced guard crossed, than we attacked the Austrians 
with a kind of fury : nevertheless they stood the shock with firmness. 

At length Lannes ordered fAe ; his redoubied otir 

efforts# The 6th Light, the 28th of the Line, and 44th, precipitated on 
the enemy with advanced bayonets, driving them into the swamps, and 
following them as fur as Stradelia, upon the road from Placentia to 
Tortona. Prudence restrained their impetuous valour from furthei^ 
pursuit. Night; 'came on,- aa-d 'eve,ry one' of us passed it, in ho.pes o-f 
ihishing the worlrnOxt da^^^^ 

The sun had scarcely risen above the horizon when the advanced posts 
began to be in motion. The enemy’s cannon played, and the several 
battalions took their respective directions. Our light aniilery, and that 
of the Consular gmard, returned their fire. Montebello, which gave name 
to this sanguinary combatj was both taken and retaken, and the eagerness' 
was as great on one side as on the other ; but the ounibers were very 
unequal 

Our advanced guard,, about si'x- thousand- i'nf^ahtry and four h-un'drei 
cavalry, alone sustained the brunt of the action for some time ; but the 
division of W a trio was ’approaching, having efiected its passage,' Dur** 
ing this ' interval six of the enemies battalions, and' several" squadrons of 
fresh troops, bore hard upon our advanced guard. I’heir numerous 
cavalry too, profiting by the advantages of an open meadow, charged 
the nth and 1 2 feh Hussars. This onset was terrible, ' and the carnage 
frightful ; the enemy had the advantage for twc^hours. At length Ge«» 
neral Watrin came up,, and in 'an' instant changed the face of things. 
All the different corps received the same impulsion, as it w-ere siiiiulta- 
aeo.iisly, and rushed, on.' the enemy, who hesitated, staggered,, and soon 
after retired as if swept away by an overwhelming torrent. 

• The standing corn, 'and' especially the rye, with its lofty straw, hi n« 
dered the respective armies from distinguishingeach other clearly. They 
mis upon one another,, without knowing what force they were coiiteiid**^ ' 
ing with ; tha bayonets crossed, each oiheiv dealing out certain death on 
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■all sides* Ao impetuous ■coarage"prevail^ and' the Austrians gave- way^ 
pakiog precipitately for Togaera* Six thousand prisoners^ and twelve 
■pieces of cannon^ were the reward of "this victory. , Several Generals^ 
and offic-ers of distinction, indhe Austrian army, were among the killed 
and- wounded ; and the, ground, .■covered with the slain and the dyings 
proved, .to -Gen. Melas what were^he soldiers he- had to. do with. 

We tear ot . by the: prisoners the fate of Genoa^ and its ■ honourable 
pilulation. This unfortunate intelligence made a lively sensation on' our 
jiHiids ; yet the success we had- just obtained*^ tempered, i-n a great de-» 
gree, the pain it occasioned. Bat that which for the moment appeared 
H real calamity to our eyes, .seemed two days after only to increase our 
fame, as we had the glory to co.mbat with all the Austrian forces united,, 
and to gain an ever memorable victory. 

The day after the battle of Montebello, our head-quarters were re- 
moved to Voguera. The army filed through this town on its march 
to Tortona. On passing under the window at which was the Consul, 
we there saw General Desaix, and an emigrant officer, who had come 
to parley with him. Upon this we endeavoured to shew in our counte- 
nances and our gestures the joy which reigned in our hearts. The cries 
of Five Bmnaparte / with our music playing the burlescfoe air, answer- 
ing to the words Noks hi percer 4 n$ le fiance' we observed to darken 
the aspect of that officer. 

To take Milan — to operate a junction with General Moncey, who had 
come from the Rhine with two divisions*— to cut off the rear of the ene- 
my at Brescia, Orci-Novi, Marcaria, and Placentia— to take their maga- 
zines— possess ourselves of their dep6ts, their sick, and their parks of 
guns, were the orders given to the parties for their movements, while the 
main army was to watch that of the enemy, beat up the Po, and effect 
the passage of that river before Stradella. The activity of all these 
movements gave to the French army what may be properly considered 
the mitiaiive^ which the genius of Buonaparte knew how to profit by. 

The army came to its position before Tortona in columns, by divisions. 
The advanced guard quietly surrounded the town. The day passed 
without any remarkable occurrence. We only learnt, that for certainty 
the enemy''s army had arrived’ from Genoa, and that its head-quarters 
were at Alexandria. - " 

■ Oil the morning of the 13 th of June the army quitted its position in the 
camp of Tortona, and marched-;- towards Alexandria. The advanced 
guard: halted at San Juliano^ for the coming up. of the army. , As soon 
as it bad arrived, the whole moved on into the plain, in order of battle. 
All the cavalry marched in a- body.^^^ W the enemy at the bridge 

©f the Bormido, whence a feeble attempt was made to dislodge him. Our 

* A hamlet of three farms., a leagiie.from Tortona, anti, situated at the entr an ee 
of -the plain of Jihrewyo. The Consul, and the thousand, men, of the guard, the 
General Staff of the array, and its enormous suit, ‘were heaped together, in this 
place, which, the day after, served as the place of ambulance. 
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dispositions sufficiently shewed that we'iiitendeci to o.ffer biiii battle ; but 
wbetber from an irresolution in Melas, whetlier all his forces were not 
arrived from Genoav- or that’ he was not sufficiently satisfied as to our 
strength and means, he refused the challenge, 

, The Consul, with his horse guards, and pieces of light artsilery, skirt- 
ed Marengo. We- saw him almost the' whole time, at a -distance from 
'hs^ traversing the plain, examining the ground with attentio-n, by turns 
profoundly meditating, and giving orders. 

- The day began to close in, -and we had been on horseback from the 

moment it broke. We bad also been soaked to the skin, for none of us> 
'the Consul not 'excepted, had put on" a cloke,, ' We were often obliged 
to set foot to the ground to stretch and revive our limbs, which had been 
benumbed by the wet and the uncommon cold. 

We were joined by several deserters, and some .scattered prisoners 
which had been taken; among others, an officer of Bossy’s legion, 
wearing the cross of St. Louis. The General ciuestioned them with 
considerable earnestness. All the prisoners were astonished, when in- 
formed that the person they had just been speaking with, was Buo- 
naparte. 

'We passed the night at San Joliano, without disquieting ourselves 
concerning the morrow. 

.BATTLE OF MARENGO. , . 

The I4tli of June commenced, and some discharges of cannon by the 
advanced guard soon drove away our sleep. All .was in readiness pre- 
sently, and our breakfast was . concluded as speedily as had been our 
supper the over night. ■ My post was very 'near the consul, which highly 
gratified ray desire to see and learn. 

At eight o’clock in the morning, the enemy had manifested mucli 
vigour -of preparation.- . He touched upon- a few weak points, and made 
certain dispositions in consequence ; but his intentions were not fully 
known at bead-quarters till towards the latter part of the morniog. 
Berth ier was the first upon the field of battle. Till this time the vari- 
ous Aides-de-camp 'had relieved each other in apprising- the Consul of the 
enemies’ 'steps. , Numerous wounded soldiers arriving, acquainted us 
that the Austrians were in force. 

Upon these tidings, the Consul mounted his favourite charger at eleven 
o’clock, and.made great has-te- to the field of, battle. Both cannon and „ 
musketry, , on ces'tain points,,;. ..began now to be heard, . .and to approach 
nearer and nearer to-.’us.... W e-'were -sorry to see so manv, both of cavalry 
and infantry, re,|:ire,.into the rear, wounded by the fire of the onset. .The 
enemy’s line was e?:tended to the space of two .leagues : for, it is'nece's- 
sary to remark, that the Bormida, although generally rapid and deep, , 
was nevertheless fordable'at-':Several places. Theenemv w’as -partieiilarly 
tenacious of its position near the bridge; but the principal point of ac* 
tion was at ban Stefano. From this point the enemy inight gain Vo- 
gocra before wo'. could, ’and'- thereby cut 'offi our retreat/ ■ They 
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incessantly directed their attention to this, weak point. By twelve o’clock 
•we were welt convinced we bad the whole Austrian force against us, and 
that they now, in good earnest, accepted % challenge which they had 

tbe day before decluiecl« ‘ " 

Oar €*eiieral was now satisfied of the measures he had to p.urs.ue. 
Orders \yere given to the disposable troops iu; the rear. to cowe forward 
but the corps^ under the command of Desaix was still at 'a considerable 
distance; The left wing under the orders of Victor began. to' give way ; 
and: we perceived several corps of infantry retire in disorder, as well m 
platoons of cavalry pushed back. The firing drew nearer in the centre 
a dreadful discharge was heard,. and ceased all at once on the Bormida. J 
felt kin inexpressible anxiety, yet still I ventured to flatter myself that our 
troops advanced ; on the contri^ry, however, I saw them in a few minutes 

after returning with but too much haste, carrying the wounded on their 

shoulders* On the part of the right wing also, I beheld with concern, 
that the enemy gained insensibly upon us. 

Buonaparte advanced in front, and exhorted to courage and firmness 
all the corps he met wdth ; it was visible that his presence re-animated 
them. Several soldiers were observed to prefer absolute death in sustain- 
ing the retreat, to the displeasure they might give him in his being a 
witness of their flight From this monoient his horse guards no longer 
continued as before, near bis person ; but without being at any great dis*« 
taoee from him, took an active part in the battle. 

A cloud of Austrian cavalry debouched rapidly in the plain, and form- 
ed themselves before us in battle array, masking several pieces of light 
artillery, which did not long de% playing, to the destruction of our ranks* 
General Berthier, who, at no great distance, had his eye upon the move- 
ineut of this column, was briskly charged by a part of it, and was forced 
to retire upon Murat, at the head of the dragoons, took them in 
■ flank, protected the retreat of our infantry, and preserved the right 

• flank of, Victor* ^ 

The foot grenadiers of the Consular guard now came up, in the same 
state they have always been beheld on the parade. They formed up in 
the most orderly manner, in subdivisions, and advanced against the ene- 
my, which they met with not a hundred paces from our front. Without 
artiHery, without cavalry, to the number of five hundred only, they had 
to endure the brunt of a victorious ' army* . But, without consid.ering 
the smallness of their numbers, they kept advancing, and forced every 
thing t© give way in their passage. The lofty eagle, nevertheless, hovered 
every where around them, and threatened to tear them to pieces*. The 
very first bullet which struck them laid three grenadiers and u fotirrier 
dead on the ground, being in close order.- Charged three times by the 
cavalry, fusilladed by the infantry within . fifty paces, they surrounded 
their colours and their wounded, and, in, a hollow square, exhausted all 
tlieir rounds of cartridges; and then, with slow and regular steps, fell 
back and joined our astonished rear guard. . 

VoL. IV* Supplement. C \ v-'^: ■ : v, •, 
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, MotwithstocliDg tins, our avmy^ fought, ".retreating in all parts; the 
centre gave 'way, and the ."'euerny outstretched us, and tarried our right 
wing* ' ' On the right especially, it was obvious they bad the superiority 
in an eminent degree. On the le.ft they might have reached our head-' 
quarters before we could. The garrison of Tortona, discovering the 
almost routed condition of our army, made a sortie; and thus , we were 
Dearly surrounded 6a every part. 

The Consul, who was all the while in the centre, encouraged the re- 
mains of the gallant corps which defended the road, and the defile wliicli 
it crossed, shut up on one side by a wood, and on the other by some bushy ' 
vine-yards of lofty growth. The village of Marengo flanked this cruelly 
memorable spot to the left. 

What torrents of blood were shed in that place ! what numbers of 
brave men perished there ! An invincible courage had unceasingly to 
struggle against numbers of the obstinate foe, perpetually increasing* 
Our artillery, in part dismounted or taken, had but little ammunition. 
Thirty pieces of camion, actively served by the enemy, cut in two both 
men and trees, the branches of which, in their fall, further crushed to 
death those who were before wounded, and who had sought an insecure 
refuge under them. 

In short, at four o’clock in the afternoon, I have no hesitation in sa}^ 
ing, that in a line of five miles or more, there did not stand six thousand 
infantry to their colours, and only six pieces of cannon could be made 
any use of. Let me not be accused of exaggeration in painting this 
prodigious falling-off; the causes of which are very easily to be made 
known. A third of the army was actually put hors de comhnt : the de- 
ficiency of carriages for removing the sick and wounded, occasioned the 
necessity for more than another third to be occupied in this painful ser- 
vice; not to speak of the plausible pretext this circumstance afforded to 
certain individuals (of which an army always contains more or less) to 
absent themselves at so unseasonable a conjonetiire from their respective' 
C'orps. Hunger, thirst, and fatigue, had imperiously forced- a great 
number of officers to withdraw also ; and every one knows what effect 
the absence of officers occasions. The tirailleurs ajso had, for the most 
part, lost the direction of their corps : in short, what remained of the 
army, ■ occupied in vigorously defending the defile already men tionecl, ' 
knew nothiiig of what passed behind them. But let us return to the 
'sanguinury picture. 

In this awful moment, when the dead and the dying covered almost 
the wn<ue field, the Consul seemed to brave death, and to be near it ; 
ior tile bullets were seen more than once to drive up the ground between 
his horse’sJegs.' .:"In...the midst of warriors, who fell on every side of him, ' 
be was noted to be giving his orders with his accustomed smg-Jroid : he 
saw the approaching tempest without te,Btify ing any fear of it. All those 
who perceived him, iorgetting . the perils which they had to encounter, 
excl*dimedy-S'b/£i//o2V etre tue P ponrr/uoi ne se retlre-i4i pas P signifying 
t Jeir unwillingness that he -should so endaDger -his person. " It is siud, 
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, too.^ that Berthier addressed him to the same effect, I had the curiosity 
to listen attentively to his voi(;e, and to -examine the traits of his coini« 
,teoance» , The most courageous, man,, the man loving glory a$' he does^ 
might very well be moved, without any -imputation a crime. But no ; 
the B„uoiiaparte of Areola and of Aboukir discovered no change i-o thos.e 
moments of doubtful fortune, 

, Any one who, in those circumstances, so terrible to, the French amiy^ 
might have said, that in two hours from that time we should gain the 
battle, take,;,, 10, 000 prisoners, many general officers, five stand of 
; coloiirs, forty pieces of artillery ; have, eleven stro,ng places delivered into 
.our ./hands by the enemy, in fact, all the finest parts of Italy ; ' that ia 
two days that enemy would, in a humiliated condition, file off through 
our ranks :-«-that an armistice would suspend the scourge of war : and, 
perhaps, finally bring about peace and safety to our country:— .such a 
man, I repeat, would have appeared, by such silly hopes and predictions, 
as if only desirous to insult our desperate conditioiu How, then, were 
such wonders brought about ? But we will follow the course of our 
narrative. 

The enemy, not being able to force the defile upon vyluch the greatest 
part of our fighting troops had doubled, began to re-establish a most 
formidable line of artillery, under protection of wdiidi they threw their 
infantry into the vineyards and into the woods. The cavalry, drawn 
up in the rear, only waited the moment of our being driven out of the 
defile, to fall upon our dispersed ranks and hack them to pieces. Had 
this last misfortune happened to us, all had been irretrievably lost ; the 
Consul must have been taken or killed; we would all have preferred 
to die rather than survive. But Victory was not far distant. Faithful 
to Buonaparte, she came at lenth to abide with us, and to be our guide. 
Already had the divisions of Monnier and Desaij^ begun to shew ihem- 
selves. Notwithstanding a forced march of, ten leagues, they arrived, oii 
,a full gallop ; they forgot their wants, and only thirsted to avenge their 
fallen comrades. The crowd of w^ounded and runaways well enough 
have damped their courage ; but, with eyes fixed on Desaix, his soldiers 
only thought of sharing his dangers, and flying to glory. Alas 1 they 
were far from tiiinkiog - that, in an hour, they would cease to be com- 
jiiaiided by this brave General ! The foot grenadiers appeared again, 
covered with renown, and .menacing, with their terrible bjiyonets, those 
.who, a short lime., past, ..had. bargained -for their caps * be.forehaiid. 

I come now^ to take notice of a fault of General Melas. ■ On clihcover- 
iiigi from the .most distant point, these reinforcements, Impe and joy 
entered our hearts.,; whilst the-enemy, harassed and fatigued with bis 
own success, which had' however cost him very dear, was always stopped 
by our brave troops; by those who, without knowing of the succours 

The soldiers of the legion of Biissy had collected the caps of the grenadiers 
killed or wounded, and esliibited them to us by twirling them round oa 
their sabres^ 

,. , . - « 
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wliicli were about to “arrive, We're resolved to 'perisb io 'tliis new Thermo- 
pylae, rather than make a retrograde step- 

: "'General Melas, then finding too 'many obstacles io the centre, thoaglit 
iliat, by exteiidi ng id wings, he might surrouotl us, and thereby en- 
iitely 'Ciit ti'S oE'' He therefore directed great part of his force to these 
points, imagining be had sufficiently concealed his movements, and that 
he should be qiiite"able to check'us 'by his artillery. Thus, not being 
able to discover what passed with' "us, and ignorant of tliese reinforce^ 
meiits'wliich had jti'st'arrivedj’he'la'id 'theibutidatio'n of his own disaster. 
In fact, 'Buonaparte, always placed in the post of ho'nbtir, - and to whose 
perspicacious eye . nothing "'eseaped, seized' this favourable opportariity":, 
his orders flew every where in a moment. 

As soon as the first battalion 'of the division of Desaix hall reached the 
heights, that General formed it in close column. Every one kept his 
'prescribed distance, eacliTeceived particular iBstritctions, The Consiib 
the "General in Chief (■B'erthier),''thfe' Generals, the Officers 'of the' Staff, 
ran through the ranks, and" every where inspired that 'Cooiideoce whicli 
precedes and creates great successes. This work took up an hour, which 
was a terrible one to pass; for the Aitrtrian artillery was bearing cruelly 
upon us. Every discharge liiowed down whole ranks. Their ricochet 
bullets carried away with them both men and horses. The troopu re- 
ceived death amidst them in this manner, without moving a step, ex- 
cept to close their ranks over the dead bodies of their comrades. This 
thundering artillery reached even the cavalry who rallied in the rear of 
us, as well as a great number of foot-soldiers of different Corps, who, en^- 
couraged by Desaix’s division, which they had seen pass, came anew to 
the field of honour. What \vas now to happen had been foreseen — was 
calculated upon: the battalions burnt wit!) impatience; the druta- 
suer’s eye fixed upon the drum-major’s cane, waits for the sigtial-— ; the 
trumpeter, with his 'arm ■raised "up, prepares his breath. — The signal is 
given ; the terrible ciiar^’e is heard. All the corps are put in motion 

at once ; the mettlesome fire of the French, like a torrent, carriese %'ery 
thing away' with if that opposes i'tspa'ssage, a'iid in a few mi'outes the defiie 
is freed from the enemy, ' who is every "where thrown' down ; the' falleii, 
the "wounded, the dying, "and" the dead, are all tro'ddeii' under foot. ' 
.'Every, Chief of a"'b'a'ttalion,"as he rea'ched "the back' of the defile, d'lw 
up' his corps in battle order:, and ‘now oOr line pressen ted a 'formidable 
Iront.. ..As fast as the -pieces of caunon co'uld be^ brought u'p, '.they'' were 
employed in battery, ^nd made great hoVock by their point-blank shot, 
among the affrighted enemy. 'These 'now fell back in their turn, their 
immense cavalry, ho'we.ver charged io a body with fury : b'ut 'the musketry, 
—the bayonet stopped them suddenly — and one of their powder waggons 
Mowing up, their alarm redoubled : the rising disorder being hidden in 
fhe smoke, the exclamations of the conquerors add to the terror of the 
vanquished : in short, all are in a fright— ‘all give way— all fly. ' 

. .. The, French cavalry then rushed into, the plain, and by its .daring con- 
dact.„.co,.Ecealed., its smallness of numbe,r. It advanced towards the.e'iie* 
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my withoot the least fear of "being "broken into. ' On tbe ‘right, Desak' 
electro, hedges aod ditches, throws down, and tramples on every thing be 
moets^nth. , To the Victor^ bis rival in swiftness, carries 
aini flies 'te^wards the Bormida*- ' . 

, The centre with less "f 0 ree, and the the orders of Mii rati® 

¥flvaiice majesri^^^ into the plain, always within half-cannon’s lengths 
':JIarat‘.great!y annoyed the centre of the enemy, and by watching and 
following its movements, kept an ^enormons body of cavalry in check, 
which could only maooeiivre mider the Are of three eiglit-ponnders ou4 
a howiteen Out infantry was ready 4o -turn them, having a shorter ^paoe 
to run over, in order to reach the 'bridge, and thus cut off, in outturn, 
the principal point of their retreat. Theintrepid Besaix, having obliqued 
to the right upon San-Stefano, cut off the Austrians’ left wing entirely; 
and in the same moment the younger Keilerm'an, with eight hundred 
■■■horse,, collected from various regiments, made ^sk thousand Hungariam 
grenadiers prisoners. General Zach, the head of their Staff, was made 
prisoner by a horseman of the 12th regiment. 

It was then, in the very moment of his triuniph, that, after having 
saved the army, and perhaps his country, the friend and the model of 
brave men, received a mortal wound ! But let ns suspend our affliction 
till after having finisbed our recital, when we will return and drop our 
tears on the ensanguined remains of this precious hero, 

Night was coming on; the troops of the enemy in disorder : cavalry, 
infantry, artillery, were heaped one upon another towards the centre ; in 
the throng, many of their own men were thrown off the bridge into the 
river. The artillery, which they had drawn back at the commencement 
of oor good fortune, for fear that by its being taken it might be turned 
against themselves, was, in the present circumstances, of more injury 
than xise to them, as it intercepted their passage. Murat, seeing the 
importance of precipitating their increasing their confusion, 

made us advance on a full trot, when we in a short time, got before a 
part of their infantry, which had no resource but to be made prisoners, 
or to 'be cut to pieces. The horse grenadiers^, -and the chasseurs of the 
guard, kept the right of the road, to the number of 200 ; four or five 
hundred m'en of the 1st, §th, 8th, dragoons,- and -SOth, of cavalry, 'occu- 
pied the left: Murat flew from one side to- the other. The decisive 
nioiiieot was come: the chief of brigade Bessiere, filled with the same 
ardour which inspired us all, and-^exeited'-a desire in each corps to dis- 
tinguish itself, -gave orders for the trumpet to sound a charge, that we 
might bill upon the enemy’s infantry, already ■out of breath. 

The Austrian cavalry, resolving to save the infantry, came up to us in 
cohiiiin, and their rapid pace Obliged 'US to give loose to the reins. We 
irielinecl to the left, by obliquing on them. At the distance of about 
thirty paces 'was a ditch, which again -separated us. The crossing it^ 
forming up sword in hand, surrounding the two 'first platoons, all was 
but a work of five minutes. Stunned by this proceeding, and probably 
intimidated by the height of the men, 'whose -hairy caps seemed to add to 
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~:i!jeir natural stature, they .'butill defended themselves, and were therefore 
■.cut down 'or thrown 'into disorder.' We made, no prisoners, nor did w.e 
.take any horses. While all this was doing, the dragoons took the same 
€olomii inilank, and added to the general carnage, : They ^ pursued them 
as far as the ravine, were they made a great many prisoners, ' 

The paucity of our- numbers, the,«rdavourableness of the ground, the 
night setting in, the extreme. fatigue of our horses, weakened, by liiingers 
, and more especially as ibis action took place under the eyes of a, numerous' 
cavalry who might take their revenge, the prudent Bf urat did not think it 
■proper to let us expose ourselves / further, to increase the fniits/ofso 
, successful a day’s work : besides which, ' .our infantry, who-arrired almost 
as soon aS' our, tirailleurs, might' not^ perhaps have bad time to rally, In 

case we had made a half-turn. 

Thus ended this memorable .day. The darkness deprived us of the 
. .means of succouring all the.woiyided' ; a great, nu.niber were left upon tlie 
lieki of battle. ' The Austrians and the French, now becoming brethren 
' from sad necessity, drew nearer to each other, by crawling, as well as they 
could, and offering or seeking mutual aid. 

Every one had lain where he was fou'od, with his knapsack on his back, 
and his firelock between his limbs; horsemen holding, as long as they 

■ could, their bridles in their hands, and sleeping, both horses and riders 
without any thing to eat or drink. 

. The clock ' at Marengo struck ten, ' when we were returning slowly to-** 
wards San- Jaliaiio. Numbers, harassed with fatigue, but more for want 
of sleep, dozed upon their horses’ backs, but were every instant roused 
by the painful cries of those who were borne across firelocks or temporary 
■' hand-barrows ; , or of those who, .■ abandoned and scattered in the fields, 
implored our aid. ...Thus every humane' and sensitive .heart was penetrated 
with that melancholy to which the true soldier is no stranger, and which 
. doeshim so rauch honor. Horses,limping here and there n pon three legs, 
calling to our own by their instinctive neighings ; at evey step too it was 
mecessary'' to 'tura , out " of ouV'- way, so as to .avoid treading upon the 
wounded* The ditches and the road often presented the scene of caissons, 
•and other carriages, , as, well, as -..cannon, overturned. Further off we 

■ beheld hou,ses, devoured by the fiames, and tumbling upon the beads of 

■ the wretched owners,: dial f dead by the fears which had .driven tiiem to 
Ahe expedient of hiding themselves in the cellars and other subterraneous 

places. The total darkness which surrounded us, made the picture 
additionally frightful. Prisoners, not knowing where to gm, but with 
the hope of escaping, wandered-at -random, if they were met with by 
-French soldiers, bending under the weight of their comrades, they were 
forced to turn back, and bearon their shoulders those respectable burdens* 
» At length arrived at head-quarters, which served as the ambulance to 
the army, every one stowed himself, as he could, among the dying and 
■itheidead, the piercing cries .of the former being unable any longer to 
surmount the violent tendency to sleep. The next morning, hunger 
taking its turn to prevail, I, in a melancholy condition, entered the great 
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coertj to seel::, sometliiiig for myselF-'and horse to eat* = ' I:was.there str-ack 
with so horrible a sights tb'at I shuddered all oven ' More than three 
thoiisan'd .Frenchmen and; .Austria-os, heaped one upon another in. the 
yardj in the. granaries^ iri. the stables and. otit«hous€s, even to the .very 
cellars and vaults^ were uttering the ■most criesj blended with 

the severest curses against the surgeons, there being too few. to dress all 
the wounded at once* Every where I heard the languishing voices' of 
comrades, or of my particular friends, who begged something to eat or 
drink* All that I could do was to fetch them a little water. In truthj, 
forgetting my own wants and those of my horse, I staid more than, two 
hours, runniiig backwards and forwards, performing, by turns, the part 
of ;a' surgeon' and an ■hospital attendant. . ' 

;' Prisoners were brought in from 'every ■ 'quarter, which increased 
number .of the famished. In, 'short, ^ ;:this- -was a' day. .of apparent insup- 
. portable length to til! of iis...; Hovvever,un'bvent' which gave birth to a 
great many conjectures, moderated, in some. degree, our endless inquie^ 
tildes. An' Austrian officer came to parley, and a French .aid-de-camp 
set out immediately to Alessandria. No one knew any thing of this 
busioesskand yet every one made a gazette’ of it, after his own manner. 
Berthier we.nt;off t.o' tlmt. plac abo'ut'noo'n'l'leaying us all in the' greatest 
expeetation, . for no one dared to hope for that which .we learnt . the next" 
day to have been obtained. We were early in the morning informed of 
the ■news of the armistice,, which filled the French army with a joy never 
before , experienced ; whilst that of 'the ■A.uS'trian, .storming wnth .rage, 
filed off the next and succeeding . days' before us> .on the field of battle, 
still reeking with their, and o«.r''blood,'a^^^^^ where' the dead carcases be-^ 
gaii to taint the air with 'putrid 'exhalations. ■ ■ 

And now 'a supply of subsistence and other necessaries began to ar- 
rive, as well as carriages for the conveyance^ of the sick. A fciternal 
partition of these comforts was made among all the victims of that , bloody 
day. Without any inquietude: or jealousy, the Austrian and Frenchman 
were observed together, who, ■ two' days ■'■ ■before, would have cut one 
another's throats. They were seen., to ■■ receive from the same hands, 
under the same roof, in the same cham-ber, the required help and the ur-* 
gent care of succouring Isii inanity. ■ 

On the l6tli of Jane the prisoners made- from us, were restored, and 
the Consul set out for Milan iiv haste, escorted by a party of Chasseurs. 
The rumour of our being defea.t'ed.,^ having 'ran through that city, had 
distressed the friends of liberty, and filled, their hearts with chagrin and 
horror: but the contrary news of the great events which had just taken 
place, ^the publication of our exploits,— still more the presence of 
Buonaparte, changed their sad uncertainty into real enthusiasm. The 
national guard, and the provisional government, were directly organized. 
The Consol, Genera! Berthier and all bis chief Staff were present, with 
m immense number of people, at a Te^Deim which was sung in gratb 
tilde for our triumphs. 
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,, ,Tise. 'citadel of: Milan agreeing to surrender, the garrison .to, the number 
of. 4000, marched out' with the honours^ of war, the half of whicl:i 
deserted immediately after, A Piedmontese battalion came over'to ns 
with arms.^ and baggage, and colours flying all the French soldiers of 
Bussy’s and Rohan’s entered o.ur ranks also; none but the officers re- 
maining, and I am sure that in eight days imt less than fifteen thousand 
men deserted, almost all Frenchmen, taken during the retreat ofScberen 
There were found in the hospital also, near fifteen thousand sick and 
wounded ; the .number of dead had been pretty nearly as many, making' 
the whole loss of the enemy (ineluding those taken prisoners since 
descent from : Mount St, Bernard) in the course of this rapid campaign, 
sixty-five thousand men ; a loss which, however enormous it may appear, 
is nevertheles not exaggerated. 

I have need of indulgence from the reader, no doubt, for several 
digressions with which 1 have interrupted the course of my recital ; but 
I have endeavoured not to abuse it; and this it' is which has engaged 
me to reserve for the end of my book, certain characteristic traits and 
interesting notes, nearly connected with the conquerors of Marengo and 
the events of that day ; rather than pass them over in silence. Last!}^ 
our enterprise cannot better terminate than by strewing a few flowers 
over the grave of the inestimable Desaix. 

It has been sl|ewn in the course of this recital, with what humanity, 
and even with what fraternity, we have treated the Austrians. We 
nevertheless had many complaints to make against them ; and it may 
be said that in the whole course of this long and terrible war against 
liberty, but especially in the day of the battle of Marengo and those 
which preceded it, they did not shew that regard for the French, which 
a generous: enemy .always, feels for a valiant though conquered foe. 
During twelve hours they had the upper hand of us, could it be be- 
lieved that they made only eleven, hundred p.ns.oners, of which twenty- 
five were of the consular guard 1 They must necessarily have had 
many more;' but, inflated .with their success (as they always are), they 
did not imagine that we should ever be able to bring back victory to 
our standards ; they therefore treated us without mercy. 

■ The priests of Alessandria manifested a baseness a.mi cruelty tow.ards 
us, for which it may be proper to mark, their forehead w^ith the seal of 
ignominy. In the begipning of the action some French prisoners were 
conducted to Alessandria. The -p-riests anno.unced their entry by ringv 
ing the bells : cries of victory, and enthusiasm of joy, assailed the pri- 
soners. As far as that, however, it might be thought lawful, since they 
may be allowed' to prefer ihe . Austrian to the Frenchman ; but they 
dared to revile us. with, .foul names, and even to strike the unfortunate, 
who had not the .means of ..self-defence !, nay, they even exhibited 
poiuards to them I But -mmrk-— these same naeo, two boors after, (events 
had changed the face of things) dared to offer to shake hands with us !— 
Nothing is more shocking than the eagerness with which the Austrian 
Strips off the spoils of his. prisoner,; not one among us preserved his sack, 
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liis.liat, his cravat, or his shoes. ■ "They ' snatched from ' many Frenclw/:. 
men the rings out of their ears, without giving them the time to un- 
lock them. We 'are positively^ assured also (how revolting!) that they 
sabred several of our comrades three or four hours after they had been ‘ 
taken ; and it is added, that this is ho uncommon case among them. It 
will be readily admitted, that after such information given to us, it was 
well for them that they were exchanged the'next day. How ought they 
to blush, in seeing with what lenity and good-nature we conducted them 
to M'ilaov Not one was struck or insulted; all preserved their little ef- 
fects, and they followed the route as they pleased, attended quietly by 
only a handful of Frenchmen. 

But lei us console ourselves for those acts of barbarism we have men- 
tioned, by the recital of a trait of generous humanity. A chasseur on 
foot, belonging to the consular guard, full of wounds, lay almost dead 
on the field of battle, at the moment of our retreat. Some soldiers of 
Bossy’s Legion surrounded him, and disputed among themselves for his 
spoils. Nothing was left disposed of but his coat, which they had al- 
ready stripped him of, when an Austrian colonel by chance came up, ancl 
driving away these inhuman fellows with his cane, whom he at hrst took 
for an officer, asked him to what corps he belonged I belong” to the 
guard of the Consul, whom you see before you, replied the chasseur. After 
paying a compliment to that body of men, he ordered his surgeon to be 
called, and the wounded prisoner was dressed in his presence, and theu' 
carried to the amhulance. Some hours after, when the Austrians fell 
back in their turn, this well-behaved officer caiiie again to offer him his 
service to carry him to Alexandria : the chasseur, who saw his deliveranca 
near, thanked him for his generous care and concern, but he represented 
that bis wounds were too serious to allow him to bear the motion of the 
conveyance. In a short time after, he found himself in the midst of his 
comrades. 

In a moment when our weapons were about to clash with those of the 
enemy, an Austrian horseman, thrown down, lifted up his arms towards 
US, and begged us not to trample him to death with our horses. Bes- 
sieres, chief of brigade, perceived him : My friends,” said he tons, 
«®dpen your ranks ; let us spare this unfortunate man.” How many 
si iiiiiar traits, so familiar to Frenchmen, are forgotten 1 

It may be said that Marengo is the glorious patrimony of all who ioughi 
there. There is no one corps, scarce a single soldier who has not there 
gathered some laurels. But as I consider myself engaged to recount all 
I have seen and been satisfactorily informed of, I shall just touch on two 
or three occurrences which could not well enter into the body ot oiy 
narrative. The modesty of the General 'in Chief has made him silent, 
in his report, conceiuing the danger which he ran, such as that he had 
bis' clothes pierced through, and that he more than once saw death ad- 
vancing on every side of him. If we call to mind at the same time, that 
his adversary, General Melas, liad. a. contusion. in hisurm, andtwo ho.rses. 

killed under him,, w^e may ■, thence easily' judge : what etfovts, the two 
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aiwks -tiatiei wbea-the'chiefe th'M tliemselwa la their cdii»tr|% 
caise and ' their ow a ■ glory. 

The brother of General Watria was. killed ; the Generab Chamberkiii ' 
and' Maraiont were wounded'.- 

Who does- not regret that he - had not to fight In the §6th demi-bfi-: 
gade? ' Who wonld not willingly have been in the rank.- with th-e forrni* 
dable grenadiers, who acted like the -Greeks when they su-gtaiiied the. 
efforts of the whole Feraian army at the Straits of Thermopylae'«*-witli the: 
6th light, the 28-th of the line,' the ;#Oth, the 44th, ^Oth, who can: 

enumerate -almost as- many battles they have fought as they have beeir 
days in Italy ? 

What- charges -were made and withsto-od by our cavalry-! What bold-: 
ness and-what corisentaneousness of action in the 20th regiment of cavalry^ 
which concealed and made up for the weakness of its numbers! What 
intrepidity in the eight hundred cavaliers of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 5th, 21 sf^ 
and 23d regiments, conducted by the younger Keilerman, who made 6000 
grenadiers, chosen troops of the enemy, lay down their arms, and by 
whose success a wavering victory was secured. Our artillery was spread 
in very small numbers, and still less provided for ; but how mny of these 
inconveniences owing to circumstances were ably repaired by the man- 
lier in which they were served, by the prodigies they performed, in order* 
as it were, to multiply themselves ! In every place where necessity called 
them-— always in battery at forty paces in front, they braved the fire of 
triple, nay quadruple, the weight of their own metal, and were levelled 
and fired with coolness, justness and promptitude. But it was Marmont 
who had the direction of them I 

The loss of the consular guard was considerable only in infantiy. In 
five hundred men, there were two hundred and fifty-eight killed or put 
hors fie combal. The cavalry, out of two hundred, had a tenth of that 
Bitmber in killed and wounded; and about as many horses were disa* 
bled. The light artillery was almost ail dismounted, and the train 
horses killed ; but -by an unexampled good fortune, only one man was 
absolutely killed, and but a very tew wounded. 

After a slight examination, the best ! was^enabled to make of our re* 
spective forces, I judge, the French army at the moment the battle com*, 
menced, to have been .composed ofTrom forty to forty »»five thousand 
men, of which three thousand- were cavalry; that it had: from 
five to thirty pieces of canimn, in 'which were two eompaai«' of light' 
artillery.;- - . 

The Austrian armyi’ aGcording to the accounts of the bes-t informed 
persons, contained, in; spite of ' the loss in their preceding battles, and 
those garrisons which we made to.surrender,-as wellas those whieirkept 
the places still in- their power— their -army, I say, after all these dedue-® 
irons might still con tai a. 'fro-m., fifty-five to sixty tliousa;nd m'eo, including 
the ryuiforcenients which had -just- arrived from Genoa. From fifteen 
tp eighteen thousand of these were cavalry ; and they -had more thaa 
fouiscore pieces of cannon, two hundred am-munitioa-waggom well pro*> 
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videJj besiies;^ immense train' of army implements and- equipage^ It 
is well kdoivn 'that we were not. much encumbered with these last metiti«. 
oned articles^ and 'that^ for want of caissons, we were obliged to put our 
ammuoition upon tumbrils drawn by oxen, and that the little we brought 
into action in this manner was soon exhausted [■ 

It is not to be concealed that this victory cost the 'Republic dear, by 
the loss of a great numberof its brave defenders, and one of its ablest Ge- 
nerals ; but let "it be considered, that it was necessary it should be obtain- 
ed, to save the south from a certain invasion, and France perhaps from a 
frightful devastation. We now see Italy secured, and an armistice con- 
cluded which perhaps is about to end in a much desired and glorious 
peace. We shall then have the most powerful rensons for calming our 
present reasonable regrets. 


Convention between the French mid Ifnperial Armies in Italy • 

The morning after the memorable battle, the generals entered into 
the treaty of which the following are the articles. 

Art. I. There shall be an armistice and suspension of hostilities be- 
tween the armies of His Imperial Majesty and that of the French Re- 
public in Italy, until an answer is received from the Court of Vienna. 

Art. 11. The army of His Imperial Majesty shall occupy all the 
country comprised between the Mincio and Fossa-Maestra, and the Po ; 
that is to say, Peschiera, Mantua, Borgoforte, and thence the whole 
left bank of the Po : and on the right bank, the city and the citadel of 
Ferrara, 

Art. Ill, The array of His Imperial Majesty shall also occupy Tus- 
cany and Ancona. 

Art. IV. The French army shall occupy the country comprised be- 
tween the Cbiesa, the Oglio, and the Po. 

Art. V. The country between the Chiesa and the Mincio shall not be 
occupied by either of the two armies. The army of His Imperial Majesty 
may draw subsistence for his troops from those parts of this country 
which made part of the Duchy of Mantua. The French army shall 
draw subsistence from those countries which made apart of the Province 
of Brescia..' 

Art. VL The castles of Tovtono, of Alessandria, of Milan, of Turin, 
of Pizzighitone, of Arona, and of Placentia, shall be pot into the hands 
of the French army, between the Idth and the 20th of June, 

Art. VIL The place of Cony, the castles of Ceva, Savon na, and the 
city of Genoa, shall also be put into the hands of the French army, 
between the l6th and 24th of June. 

Art. VHL The fort Urbioo shall be put into their hands the 26 tb of 
June. 

Art. IX. The artillery of the places shall be classed in the following 
manner: — First, All the artillery of the Austrian; calibre and founderies 
shall belong toihe Austrian arj?iy. 2dly,That of the Italian, Piedmontese, 
fp.d French calibre aud 'To.undery, shall belong to the French armjt 
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Sdfy, The provisions and forage shall be shared between them ; the ooe 
half at the disposal of the directing Commissary of the French army, the 
other half at the disposal of the directing Commissary of the Austrian 
army. , ' 

Aet. X. The garrisons shall march out ^with military hoooorss and 
repair with arras and baggage, by the shortest route, to Mantoa. 

Aet. XL The Austrian army shall repair tq Mantua, by Placentia^^ 
ill three columns ; the first between the 1 6 th and the 2Qth of June; the 
second between the 20 th and the 24th of June ; the third between the 
24th and the 26 th of June, 

Aiit. Xll. The Generals St. -Jiilieii of Schevertinch, of the Artillery ; 
Briin, of the Engineers; Telsiege, Commissary of Provisions ; and the 
Citi 2 ens Dgean, Counsellor of State, and Darn, Inspector of Revenues ; 
Adjutaot-Geoeral Leopold Stabenzath, and the Chief of Brigade of 
Artillery, Mosset, are named Commissaries for carrying* the preseoC 
convention into effect, whether in relation to the forming of inventories, 
providing subsistence or conveyances for the troops, or for any other 
object. 

Art. XIIL No individual shall be ill-treated on account of any service 
rendered the Austrian army, or for any political opinions. The Austrian 
General engages to release all persons in the strong places under his 
command, who may have been taken up in the Cisalpine Republic for 
political opinions. 

Aiit. XIV. Whatever may be the answer from Vienna, neither of the 
two armies shall attack the other till after giving ten days previous notice. 

Art. XV; During the suspension of arms, neither of the armies shall 
send detaclmients into Germany. 

Alessandria, 15th of June, 1800. 

(Signed) ' L.S, Alexander Berthier. 

L. S, Mel AS, General of Cavalry, 

While these articles were signing, Buonaparte preparer! to return to 
Milan, in order to re-organize the Cisal()ine Republic, Before he set off, 
he made General Melas a present of a Turkish sabre, brought from 
The latter said to Lacuee, Buonaparte’s Aid-de-Camp, who 
delivered it to him : “ I am sorry peace is so long delayed ; I shall con- 
^ifaute my efforts to obtain it, that I may go and see Buonaparte at 
i aris; I would even go to see him in Egypt.” 

Death and Character of General Desaix» — How noble, how amiable, 
kow laudable are the regrets of the conquerors of Marengo, while th^ 

reflect on the loss they have had of a friend, of a model, in the person of 
General Desaix ! 1 shall remember as long as I live the sad impression 

made on my mmd the day after the battle, when 1 went to head-quarters, 
apd beheld the carriage which conveyed the corpse of the General 
wrapped in a cloth and covered with his cloak. It was on its way to 
Milan. It was m vain I figured to myself, that a few hours before he 
pommanded the incomparable 9th detni-brigade, he who made so many 
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£ne oiaocEiivveSs under a terrible fire and in the most immioent (Ianger*i 
Every eye was .moistened with' tears, while looking on the inanimate 
blood«staioed corpse,' ■ ' 

Desaix was boro in the month of August, 1768 , in the department of 
at a little distance from Riom,. His parents were of 
noble birth and devoted for several generations to military service- 
e is cradle was consequently surrounded hy all those prejudices, and 
ideas of superiority, with which pride and flattery always seek to intoxW 
cate the minds of children of the privileged classes ; but reason, and his 
own good understanding, put him at length out of reach of the seduc** 
tions of vanity. He was brought up at the Military School of 
where the amiable qualities by which he was distinguished, gained him 
the friendship of his school-feilows. They passed a simple, but from 
the mouth of children, an expressi ve eulogium on him, when they said,^ 
€' esi mi bon camarade like that which since, the soldiers under his 
command were accustomed to do in speaking of him with an effusioa of 
sentiment/’^ C* est tm brave homme*'^ 

He had a soul too elevated to follow the ordinary routine in which for- 
time had placed him. Excited by that species of instinct which gives 
to genius its wonted activity for unfolding itself, be experienced a pas- 
sion lor instruction in every thing, before he was able to calculate its 
advantages. Desaix soon knew "how to turn the lessons of his masters 
to profit, and to cultivate the happy disposition of his mind, at a time 
¥/hen instruction was almost as rare as useless, among men of his class, 
because therein birth and riches look place of every thing. 

Although he gave himself up to every kind of study, which might en- 
able him to distinguish himself in the military art, to which he was de- 
stined ; there was nothing however which attracted him so much as the 
history of the republics of Greece and Rome. His imagination 
was lighted up by reading the exalted acts, and the traits of virtue, 
which illustrated so many great men in whom those republics prided 
themselves. . . 

Equally penetrated with admiration for the conqueror of Annibal and 
tlie conqueror of the Persians at Marathon, he rather formed the wish 
than fiattered himself he should one day be able to tread in their steps- 
His soul cherished the equally noble desire of imitating the virtues of 
Aristides, and the courageous devotion of Leonidas* And as if he had 
felt at that time the sorrowful presentiment which has since been realised, 
he was moved with pity at the premature death of EpaminondaS) to 
whose sad but glorious destiny he has recalled our remembrance* 

Such was the disposition of mind and heart in Desaix, while a sub- 
lieutenant, in the infantry regiment de Bretagne, w^hen the moment of 
liberty was aoooiinced to the French which opened the career of glory 
to all whose virtues and talents gave them a right or pretence to be em- 
ployed, The revolution offered him too many ways of realizing the 
liberal ideas he bad entertained, for him not to become its partisan; and 
|ie had too good an iiaderstanding, and too much philosophy, not to 
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*dopt it$ principles. ■ f-Ie. therefore, resisted all the - seductioiiSs all the, 
■menaces^ and even the msulting milierks:whicb wem era ployed; to naake 
hm desert his cornitry. 

Re looght solely for the ■ glory of the Frendi narae., He was even 
ignoraat of the denomination of those too-muki plied .epochs of the' re-*' 
volution, and of xvhich each party prided itself ; in amends 'for , wbicK 
he knew all the heids, of battle, -every approved manceovre, all the acts 
of heroism which threw a lustre over the first year of the republic.' 

He went into .camp with his regiment in 1792. His zeal and aeti'Vity 
toO'B distinguished him tothe'Generals^Victor Broglio and Custines, who 
siiecessivejy employed 'him as an Aid-de-camp and Captain adjoint to 
the Chief StaC , . 'But - be manifested so tti,uch talent and bravery in se-' 
feral unfortunate circumstances, where his presence of mind and advice 
stopped the course of the ill success the army ex.perieneed, especially, at 
the taking the lines of Wessemburgh, that the deputies on luission did 
not hesitate to confer the title of General of Brigade upon him. He 
fully justified their choice; for, on every occasion where be was eiitrusted 
to direct an attack or to defend a post, he had the advantage over the 
enemy* His successes first began to raise up, or rather repair the morals 
of the soldiers, after the defeats they had met with in the departments of 
the Rhine. He more especially set them an example of constancy and 
bravery. Wounded at the affair of Latterburgh, by a musket ball which 
passed through both cheeks, he did pot quit the field of battle, and 
would not adraitof his wounds being dressed, till after he had rallied 
the battalions which were in disorder. On this account it was, that the 
French and Austriaii soldiers gave him the surname o£ Gtierrier sans 
peur et sans reproche (warrior without fear and without reproach.) 

But notwithstanding his virtues and his successes, in the revolutionary 
deliriutB the Committee of Public Safety twice ordered him to be dis^ 
missed. The General in Chief who corrimanded the army of the Rhine, 
constantly refused to dismiss him ; and Desaix remained ignorant of 
such order till the very moment when, covered with laurels which he had 
gathered at the raising the blockade of Landau, he bad the satisfaction 
to see the whole array oppose itself to the execution of a third order for 
bis' dismission, brought by a deputy of the convention, a man who had the 
good sense to concede to the wish of the eoldiers openly expressed, viz. 
that they might he allowed to retain; their General, who led them always- 
to victory. 

The motives of his devotion were too pure to allow this injustice, any 
more than the bad treatment he experienced in the person of his tender 
mother (whose liberty he in vain demanded) to diminish his zeal for his 
country’s service, and the honour of the French name. He had always 
the principal share in the brillant actions which distinguished the arms 
of the republic in the second and third year. 

’He was at length named General of ■ Division ; and, though he so well 
merited it, he owed it chiefly to Moreau, the just appreciator of luiiilary 
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merit, who, having taken the chief command of the Rhine Jind the Mo* 

$tilep gave biro tbe eomroaBd of' the left wing* 

History' will record the glorious mareh of the army durlogihe hrilliaisl 
ctropaigii of the fourtfi year* That army inraded theBrisgaw^ Suahiai 
md Bavaria ; when, forced by circumstaaeCs with' which he- bad, uotbin'g 
to ios to fall back from the banks of the Danube to the banks of the 
Hhioe, the army did it with so roach wisdom, order^ and Courage,, at 
ttiade its 'Fetrett still more honourable than its 'triumphs. Desaix had'« 
large share io these victories, and in this skilful 'iniritary operation which 
was reckoned one' of the-most brilliant and most difficult that had ever 
taken 'place. 

Moreau could not console himself for the loss of the cam paign, but ia 
facilitating, at least, the brilliant exploits of the army of Italy. Iff 
eoiifided the defence of Ehell to General Desaix, the taking of which 
was so 'much the wish of - Frinee Gharles- Thus whilst he;'' kept engaged 
before this place the numerous army of the Archduke, Buonaparte 
gained over Fieid^Marshal Alvinzy, the famous battle of Areola, which 
decided the fate of Italy, and prepared the reduction of Mantua, whicli 
was soon fallowed by the signing of preliminaries at Leoben. But before 
this treaty suspended the exploits of our warriors^ the army of the Rhine 
and Mozelie, under the conduct of Desaix, effected the famous passagi 
®f the Rhine, the boldest and roost dangerous ever executed. 

It was after having so gloriously terminated this epoch of the war, and 
after recovering of the wounds he had received in the last battle, that 
Desaix profited by the suspension of arms, to visit Italy, to which tlie 
campaigns of Buonaparte bad given a new lustre, and again to see this 
extraordinary man, as yet unconquered by the greatest Generals of 
rope. The reception he met with, was worthy of two such heroes. Ira«* 
Biediately on his arrival, Buonaparte, in the orders of the army, ex«» 
pressed his esteem for General Desaix, in the following terms : 

The General in Chief informs the Army of Italy, that General 
Desaix is arrived from the Army of the Rhine, and that he is going to 
t#ke a position where the French have immortalized themselves.’’ 

This honourable suffrage was followed by abiill greater mark of coni- 
deoce. Buonaparte desired to share bis glory with that of General 
Desaix, when he undertook to carry the honour of the French name int® 
Egypt. At the taking of Malta, at the battle of Chebreriss, and at that 
of the Pyramids, Desaix displayed such admirable talents, so determined 
a bravery, that the General in Chief, being desirous of giving him some 
lasting memorial of regard, presented him with a poniard of exquisite 
workmanship, enriched with diaiuondsy and upon which was engraven. 
Prise de Malthe ; hatdlle de Chebreriss z batailk des Pyramided P 
|i. e. Taking of Malta ; battle of Chebreriss ; battle of the Pyramids.! 

Seconded by the Generals Friand, Davoust, and Beliard, he received 
orders to go and make a conquest of Upper Egypt, whitlierMurad Bey 
bad retired with the rest of the' Mamelucks;- he fought battles al Sonagey, 
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®t Thebes, Sienna, at Gosseyr, and' in twenty other places. , ; Every where 
lie caused the arms of the Republic to triumph. This was not all ; for 
fee bad the address to- gain the hearts of the inhabitants of the country, 
which he 'bad- subdued ; and' this amiable quality obtained him - the 
flattering title of the ^ 

, But it was not merely on .-this occasion, however interestiag, that his- 
clairu to the admiration of good men was founded. He did all he 
could to aid the. progress aud welfare of the arts and sciences, in- obtaining 
for- the learned men, charged.with surveying the- country, not only every 
thing which depended upon his authority to render their voyage as 
safe and commodious as possible, but also every information lie could 
obtain, by seeding for it himself like a well-informed man, among the 
mnaining ruins and interesting monuments. 

Such ' were the claims, of General .'Desaix to immortality and the 
gratitude of Frenchmen, when, called from Upper Egypt by General 
Illeber, he signed, by that officer’s orders, a treaty with the Turks and 
English, in virtue of which he embarked on his retoro to Europe. 
Scarcely had our warrior welcomed the laud which gave him birth, than 
fee evinced an impatience to join the Conqueror of Egypt. How many 
affecting recollections must necessarily have attached t hem to each other I 
They set foot on, and entered together that island, before which the 
forces of the Crescent had been foiled for near three centuries. They 
landed together on the banks of the Nile, and in company conquered 
Alexandria and Cairo. In taking leave of Egypt, tore-enter our country, 
where our happiness and his glorious destiny led him, Buonaparte re-** 
posed in the bands of Kieber and Desaix the care of preserving to France 
the inheritance of the Pharaohs and the Ptolemies. 

His hopes were not deceived ; his coniidence was not in vain. It 
was to no purpose that the most formidable of the Beys survived his de«* 
feat: it was useless that he collected together again the fugitive Mame- 
lukes: our hero gave him no time to breathe; he encountered the 
trophical heats, and pursued Murad beyond the cataracts, which no 
army had approached during twelve centuries. But new dangers still 
threatened him. 

■ Desaix embarked- in a neutral ship, in virtue of a solemn capitula- 
tion, and set sail for France. He carried with him a passport of the 
Grand Vizir, and- of an English General; and even a British officer ac- 
companied him in the voyage, in order to insure respect for the treaty. 
Notwithstanding this, he had scarcely arrived at Leghorn, before the 
English Admiral, Lord Keith, - declared him to be his prisoner, ordered 
the ship to be dismantled, and its rudder taken away ; thus exposing it 
to be run aground. . 

The Admiral, after sending the General to the Lazaretto, added ari 
affront to the violation ,of:, the rights of nations; he sent to him to pro- 
pose allowing him - twenty- .;sous’' a-day, the same as to all the other 
French soldiers, prisoners along with him, observing that ** the eqnallt^ 
•proclaimed in France did not admit of his Mng' better . treated than theijF 
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.The General, io liis' reply, to' thi&note, conclofled .as follows I hme 
treated with the 'Mamefoelis, the Turks, the Andalians, the Arabs of ^ 
the great desart, the Etbiopiaes, the Tartars, the dark iohabitants of 
Darfoor; all paid respect to the promises they made; and they did, not 
insult men under misfortune P* The time of his quarantine ran too 
slowly for his wishes; at its expiratiou, he overcame the obstacles to his 
journey. He had no sooner landed, than he learnt that Buonaparte 
bad crossed the Alps : he forgot bis own fatigues ; and though he had 
been absent so long, he denied hiniself the pleasure of spending a short 
time with his familj^ He mounted on horseback, and posted away to 
St® Germain, between Ivree and Verceil, wbere he was attacked by some 
Piedmontese robbers® One of his suite was killed, several were wounded, 
while attempting to defend him, among whom was an Ethiopian who 
bad accompanied him from Egypt. But the Genius of France, who 
watched over his glory, reserved him for a death less dreadful, and more 
useful to his country. Fie received from the hand of the Consul him- 
self the order to join that army destined to perform such wonders, lie 
arrived at Milan the Prairial. The victory at Montebello had al- 
ready been obtained, and he regretted he had not shared in it, FIow- 
ever the moment was approaching, which was to decide the fate of Italy ; 
and as the talents of Desaix were too precious not to be made the most 
of, in an event of so much importance, he had the command of one of the 
divisions entrusted to him. It has already been shewn with what ob- 
stinacy both armies fought® Four times were the French driven back, 
four times did they advance again to the enemy. At the very instant 
when the Consul, surrounded by hostile shot, was reanimating his almost 
exhausted troops, Desaix darted with impetuosity amidst the Austrian 
battalions, when the deadly bullet stopped the earthly career of the 
hero, though it did not prevent him from tasting of victory with his 
dying gasp. This soldier, whose exploits both AlVica and Europe cele- 
brate, had only time to utter the following words to the son of the Con- 
sul Lebrun, in whose arms he expired Go and tell the First Con- 
sul, that I die with regret in having not done enough to live in the 
memory of posterity.” Desaix preserved, to the hour of liis death, a 
great simplicity of exterior and manners, which were united to an uncom- 
mon courage. Flis physiognomy was pensive, his visage pale, his looks 
ardent: his unchangeable smigfroid inspired all those who attracted 
his notice, with that respect which ever surrounds great men. He was 
clothed entirely in blue, without any gold lace or embroidery : he wore 
a hat with no feathers or lace, and made use of easy turn-down boots® 
Siich ..was. his. costume# 

To his natural and modest simplicity, D.esaix united a great firmness 
of spill. The distinctness of his orders and words .of command, in mo- 
ments of the greatest peril, has always been a subject of panegyric, and 
highly admired among his comrades and followers. "He was killed upon 
a horse which was lent him by Bessieres, Chief of Brigade. Before the 
Consol left Milan for the last time, he gave orders that tlie corpse of 
. Yoi® V.I® .' SUP.PLEM.E1S[T« 
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Desaix should be conveyed ' to the 'Jllonastery of St, Bernard, and a 
iiiaosoleum erected to his niernory ; tliat the names of. the demi-brigadeg 
the, regimehts of cavalry, of ■ artillery, as weil as those of the- Geaerals- 
'and Chiefs' of , Brigades, should be engra ved on 'a marble tablet, mid 
placed opposite the monument. -May the laureis with which grateful 
country entwines thy cypress, gladden thy shade ! 

End of the Campaipi of 3Iarengo^ 


■DIALOGUE OF THE' TUILLLERIES; 

BEING 

^ JWtgmoir 

To serve the future Historian for the Civil and ". 3Hiitarp Life of 

Napoleon, 

BY GENERAL SAEEAZIN. 


j have been frequently requested to give a Life of Napoleon, zviwm 
no one had a heifer opportunity ofknotoing, and whom no one more fully 
observed than znyself I have not leisure for such a life ; hit in the /h/- 
ioiving Dialogue, or representative Memoir, the reader zviil find the 
acts, sentiments, and character of this man, whom history will be 
barrassed duly to classify. This znay assist them, 

Saeeazi-n. 


DIALOGUE OF THE TUILLERIES. 

Buonaparte and his Confessor, 

^ Buonaparte,--^TBlS day (August 15 th, 18 l 0 ), my dear Cardinal, 
I enter into my forty-second year. I am resolved to celebrate it by 
an act of penitence and confession ; and therefore send for you to ac-* 
knowledge ray crimes, and to intreat your absolution and prayers. 

CardiziaL^l rejoice to find your Majesty in this mind ; but may I 
be acquainted with the causes of this happy change ? for happy will 
your Majesty find it, if it be sincere. 

Buonaparte — As my.; Confessor,' you have right to ask. Attend 
then. I need not remind you of the night of the first or second of July® 
The apartment of .the Prince of Scwartzenberg, in one moment so bril- 
haotly decorated, and in the next a prey to the fiaines from a single 
candle, which set fire to it, struck me as- a fearful symbol and omen of 
my own fate and empire. My wife, too, Marla Louisa, suddenly 
caught me in her arms at night, exclaiming, My dear husband, yoor 
atheism will be your ruin. It Is not enough to protect religion : yon 

must believe and practice it J* 

Cardinal, Be pleased. Sire, to begin your confession ; and adhere to 
truth. . Your candour and ^ contrition will procure you a pardon for all 
your offences; 
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Buonaparte.— From my most tender age, I have made myself re- 
markable. I was surly, obstinate, and arrogant. I was indeed alto- 
gether so unsupportable, that my relatives were delighted, when, at the 
age of nine years, I was placed in the military college of Brienne. 

Cardinal.— Y oar stay at Brienne must have corrected j'oti. 

Buonaparte,— Ho, I gave rein to my propensities, and should have 
been expelled, had it not been for a very singular event. T found in one 
corner of the library a history of Cromwell ; it was mouldy and worm- 
eaten. I learned from it that the favourite ma^xim of the protector was. 
Con arte e con inganno si vive mezzo ranno, con ingamio e con arte si 
mml'dtfa^ parte conning and deceit one gets throiigb half the 
year, and by deceit and conning the other part] I was struck with 
astonisbnient at the woriderfol success of this celebrated man, who made 
this principle the rule of his conduct. I studied him, I fethomed 
his character as far as my age would permit, and I determined to 
make him my model in all my actions. From that time I dissimulated 
upon principle, and I thus became in due time a finished master of cun- 
ning, deceit and ftdseliood. The most criminal licentiousness reigned 
in our college ; not only was it tolerated, but was even encouraged by the 
example of the masters. This example had its due effect upon me, and 
the maimers I gained at Brienne I carried with me, when I was admitted 
to the military college of Paris, where, indeed, I found the same habits 
and practices prevail. I was vexed to the heart that destiny should have 
given me so mean a fortune, I was poor, my companions were rich, and 
I thought myself the most unfortunate of human beings. Employed 
in the first regiment of foot artillery, I put to profit the dissimulation 
which I had resolved to make ray rule of condact. I punctually exe- 
cuted the orders of my commanding officers, the greater part of whom 
were raw and ignorant men. I occupied myself with instructing my 
company. I would not associate with the other officers, in order that 
I might not be drawn into expences above my means, 1 never liked to 
run in debt. Debts degrade an officer, by forcing him to attentions t@ 
Biiserabie creditors below his dignity. 1 passed my time in useful oc-* 
cupatlons with the serjeant-miijor of my company, who was extremely 
well versed in the exercises of his profession. He is now a colonel of 
artillery, charged with the direction of the army of Anvers; I do not 
know a more worthy man. I was reproached with my partiality to soli- 
tude; I aliedged in excuse my desire to instruct myself, and my 
quackery already procured me dupes and profit. 

Cardinal — I see nothing to blame in such a line of conduct. Your 
delicacy in not running into debt would be a good model to all young 
officers. ■: 'But be pleased,. Sire, to, proceed. ^ 

Muonaparte * — I come now to the time when’ I first became notorious 
in the world. It was at the siege of Toulon. I was the instrument of 
Barras and Freron. 1 carried my vengeance too far against the mise- 
rable inhabitants of that city, after it bad been evacuated by the Eng-« 
Jish. I spared no one whom they , required us a victipi. 

CnrcH?wl.--Proceed,\ Sire. ■ 
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, was next employed as an officer .in tlie ' army ■oi Italy^, 

wliereT passed my ;ceasures' b all the generals.' . One I made out m- 
coward,, another '.was -uihskilfuh another thought only of pillaging^ and 
another was inactive, ^ F represented the ' commander in chief as an 
aristocratj.andj as to myself, 1 affected to be an^ 'extravagant jaeobi-na 
I already coveted absolute' command. My ambition caused me to be 
suspected of treason ; T was arrested, my papers were examined, were 
found to be in good order, and favourable to me. I was set at liberty. 
They did not fail, however, "to mark me as 'a nieddling, insubordinate 
fellow, always raising divisions and,' disorders. '■ Aub'ri, in his stiperin-» 
tend''ance of the etats-majors, dismissed me, on the ground' of my quar- 
relsome, turbiileht temper, /This. injustice stung me to the quick, I 
went to Paris to claim what was due to me, for the activity of my service. 
I was unsuccessful ; they turned their backs upon me. My half-pay 
was not enough for my subsistence, and 1 was miserable, I owe niucli 
to the aid afforded me by the family of M, Monvoisin ; who, being my 
aide-de-camp, partook of my disgrace. But I was ungrateful to him. 
He saw my conduct on the '13lh Vendemiaire, he disapproved of it, and 
he ceased to be my aide-de-camp. I have given orders that all those 
who take upon themselves to write my history, should not begin the de- 
tail of my actions previously to the date 1796, the epoch of my first 
campaign in Italy. As they are obliged to speak of the 13th Veode- 
miaire, since to this event I owe all my greatness, the minister of police 
has it in charge to see it given out, ihat^ without inCi tke siaughter of tlie 
Parisians ivoukl have been much greater than it waSs though I must 
confess to you, that not only I encouraged the troops, but, still more, I 
preached to them by example, by throwing myself, with the rest of the 
staff, amoi3g the crowds of fugitives whom we had butchered with our 
swords. Barras was a distant spectator^ He had judged me worthy of 
being his second, and I wished to justify his confidence, 

CardinaL — Proceed, Sire, — it belongs to me to attend, 

Buonaparie.'-^'N ot wishing to invert the order of my sins, I must also 
confess to you my ingratitude towards Beoezech. Barras, notwith- 
standing my distinguished conduct in the Toulon massacres, had re- 
ceived me pretty coolly, and he did not think fit to change his beha- 
viour towards me, till he found I might be of service to him in bringing 
the Parisians to reason* It was to B^nezech I was indebted for sny re- 
instatement on full pay. He used his utmost efforts with the govern- 
ment, and succeeded. How did 'I reward him ”^^"hys I sent him to 
Domingo to get rid of his presence, ’ He there caught the pestilence, 
and died, .1 did not perhaps intend this ; but I intended to banish 
him, • 

CardinaL — You have certainly much to repent,-— Proceed, Sire, 

Buonaparte*'^! have, as I have already stated to you, completed my 
forty-first year, and I do not remember that I have ever yet shed a tear, 

I have even seen blood flow in/'torrents ; "I have galloped over fields of 
battle covered with thousands of dead bodies, ' friends and eneoiies ; wi; 
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'e^t remamed as dr^ as -tinder, and ^rayLeartfelt Bo ^tler sent! meiit than 
■the satisfaction of having conquered. ■ The tradegy of the i 3 th Vende- 
miaire brought me the command of Paris, nnd of the' 17 th military divi- 
sion. This post contimually wounded my, self-love, and was in the way 
of my'ambition. ■ Every day I received a great number anonymous 
notes', which told me terrible truths, and the capital was far from ofe- 
ing me a prospect of glory such as an army would have assured me, i 
solicited Barras, now become a director, for a more important command. 
He yielded to my entreaties, on condition that,, to guarantee my ddelity 
to France, I would marry the widow' of General Beaiibarnois, his friend* 
I was not long in making my decision, when I reflected that her hand 
procured me the generalship of the Army of Italy. My stay at Paris 
had given me a thorough knowledge of the character of Frenchmen. I 
saw, that to gain my ends of them, I must drive them with a rod of iron, 
I eannot give you an adequete idea of the haughtiness with which 1 treat- 
ed those same men of the Army of Italy, who, two years before, had 
nearly overwhelmed me with their repulsive pride. How despicable 
did their eager cringing, in order to make me forget the past, appear to 
me. Massena was entitled to my praises. I knew him for a sure man, 
and distinguished him accordingly from the crowd of Batterers. After 
having made several preliminary arrangements in the army, I went t# 
the attack of the Austrians, when 1 learned with joy that they had re- 
pulsed ray advanced posts. I shall not speak to you of my military ope- 
rations. You have no doubt read them along time ago in the reports 
made to the Directory. I exaggerated the loss of the enemy, and took 
care to diminish that of the French by at least three-fourths. I often 
gave myself the victory, although I had been beaten, I sought the best 
expressions in the quiet of my closet, and reported them as if I had used 
them in the midst of the hottest fire. 1 winked at pillage, and shut my 
eyes to the rapine of my generals. From among forty thousand guilty 
I selected one, taken in the hindmost ranks, and I made the most of this 
severity, in order to deceive the inhabitants, and to make them believe 
I sought to correct the abuses from which I drew myself the greatest 
profit. Berthier dispatched trusty commanders to every place. Tkmj 
had received their instructions from the hands of the chief Their cares 
were liberally rewarded. Independently of general contributions, par- 
ticular ones \vere imposed for exemptions from quartering soldiers. I 
drew immense sums from this source. At the peace of Campo Formio 
1 was the richest private man in Europe. 

Cardinal — May I request your Blajesty to speak in more detail. You? 
victories were striking; did you owe them to proper means, 

Buonaparte. — It is to Csesar I am indebted for all my success. That 
great commander says : Have soldiers and you will have money; have 
money, and you will have soldiers”, Yirgil had moreover taught loe, 
that gold was the key to all liearts.” Anri sacra fames, quid non wor- 
taiia pectora cogis? — This maxim, joined to the adage of Cromwell, op^ 
p<n'tiinely employed, nfcessarily 'made'me superior to all the generals' wh§ 
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liave sbone since the days of Charlemagne. As soon as I was master of 
Miiaoj I gave Massena an opportunity of enriching himself, by suffering 
him to enter first Into' the rich capital of Lombardy. The;preseots that 
were made me I distributed to the generals and colonels. 1 kept only 
a very small part. I knew the rapacity of Aiigereau. 1 glutted him 
with gold. I made promotions. I showered praises in profusion, and 
obtained the most astonishing results. I had not neglected a point so 
essential as that of having good spies. I was yet among the Alps, when 
I disptached an intelligent emissary to the Austro-Sardinian Army, with 
orders to sow dissension between Beaulieu and Colli; to discover the 
designs of the latter in case of ill success, and to point out to him a 
better prospect in the French, than in the Austrian array. An agent wuis 
also placed in the staff of Beaulieu, and some Milanese patriots were 
at work in disposing people’s minds for the reception of the French^ 
During my first stay at Milan, I succeeded, by means of gold, in pro- 
curing a conhdential man, even in the office of the Austrian minister 
Thugut. He served me with a precious fidelity, till the signing of the 
preliminaries at Leoben. The fear of being discovered determined him 
to take refuge, first at Constantinople, and afterwards in the states of 
Barbary. I had only forty thousand francs yearly as general in chief, 
and I gave him a hundred thousand per month. When I knew him to 
be in safety, the curiosity of the fact, and my self-love, made me com- 
xnunicate it to more than fifty generals and officers, assembled at my 
head-quarters, at Passeriano, in October, 1797* As to the military sys- 
tem, which every body pretends I have created, I assure you it is all a 
chimera. I make war as it has been made at all times by chiefs possessed 
of common sense. I owe all my victories to aa rubers and to temerity. 
The French army of Italy, at the time I took the command, was witliout 
instruction. There was not a single battalion that could file off in com- 
panies, according to military principles. My battles of Mooteootte, 
Millesimo, the Bridge of Lodi, Castigiione, Arcole, and Rivoli, were 
fought a ia Turqne, and when victory smiled on me, ray thanks were 
returned, as they were due, to the number and temerity of my troops, 
as well as to the weakness of the enemy’s generals. They had excellent 
soldiers. They might often have supplied their want of numbers by the 
advantages of situation, or by fortifying themselves. But the superan- 
nuation of some, and the jealousy or corruption of others were wonder- 
fully in my favour. I should have been inevitably undone, if Alvinzy 
had known how to avail himself of the discouragement of my troops, after 
the battle of Arcole. Let it not be supposed I am superior to Toreone, 
or the Great Conde, or Prince Eugene. ■ My practice in war has been a 
wrestling match, in which the strong overcomes the weak, Genius is a 
fine imaginary beauty in the art of war, but audacity is its reality. 
Denied by nature the. intrepidity of Lannes, the native intelligence of 
Eleber, and the uncommon talents of Moreau, I employed myself, on a 
day of battle, to turn to account the qualities of all the generals under 
py orders. Fora long time. had 1 duly appreciated that profound aiaxiiB 
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of Monlaigne— «« The 'people. is a beast, every one rides in tarn ;'^ :I .also 
■Ivoew that the aodaciooswere the favourites, of fortune : ' Audaces Jhrium 
juvat, tmkiosquerepeiiit, I felt the necessity of preaching by exainple^ 

and iiotwitbstanding my dislike: to face fire, I appeared several .time® 
at the head of my' light companies. ■ Such a mode of conduct had all iti 
effect. I electrified the cowardly, while the brave out-did each other, and 
wrought prodigies. At the attack of the fortress orCossaria, about eight 
liLindred brave men were lost through my fault. All the swaggering of 
Aiigereau was unable to intimidate the courageous Provera, and he vfm 
deaf to the propositions made to him after my manner. If the Austrian 
army had possessed many men of that stamp, I should at this day have beea 
nothing. At the battle of Arcole I lost four thousand men by a ridiculous 
piece of obstinacy. Instead of being dragged out of a mud-pond which 
I fell into, I deserved to be thrust into it, and drowned. Be assured® 
now you have heard the causes, that my campaigns in Italy, in lypdand 
1797» were rather the result of chance, than of what my partisans are 
pleased to style rrsy extraordinary genius. I was guilty of a great error 
after the passage of the Bridge of Lodi, in giving Beaulieu eighteen days 
to recover himself. He profited of this delay to throw provisions into 
Mantua. My enemies pretend that my conduct on this occasion was 
dexterously contrived to prolong the war, and acquire celebrity. And in 
fact, if Iliad pursued the AustriJ^ns, the hereditary provinces would have 
been occupied without difficulty. The immense armies of Jourdan and 
Moreau would have obliged the Emperor to conclude at that time the 
peace which, owing to my earors rather thari to my contrivances, did not 
take place till the year after. I employed to obtain it iatteries, menaces® 
and promises, i met the plenipotentiaries, who appeared to idolize me. 
According to one, I was the first general of ancient or modern times; 
another told me he had never met with so finished a diplomatist. Co- 
bentzel thought me worthy of aa imperial crown, ^nd Gallo compared 
me to a God. I was a Croesus, and I scattered gold in profusion, I 
laid the foundation of my present greatness. I went to Rastadt. I as- 
sumed the tone of a master, and was applauded. Being arrived atParis^ 
1 humbled myself in order that I might be exalted. I knew that the 
members of the Directory were as poor in wit and money, as they were 
rich in pride and jealousy. I made magnificent presents, 1 affected great 
simplicity of manners, and 1 lived in a retired manner, I proposed an 
expedition to Egypt, and promised to bear the costs. 

CardhiaL — No one can censure you for this prudence. . 

Muonaparte , — 1 selected those regiments for the expedition to Egypt, 
the officers of which were known to be demagogues; and as my favour** 
ites, I fixed upon generals whose audacity would be of service to me. 

Cardinal— Before we pass into Africa, I think it proper to call your 
attention to some facts, of which you ought to have spoken. Tlie carnage 
at Milan and Pavia, the sacking of this last city, the pillage and burning 
of all the neighbouring villages, and the sacrilegious thefts from thechurch® 
‘the produce of which| it is said^ you appropriated to joursdt.; themur^ 
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(ders'at Lii’go and VerorKv the underhanded seizure of,, Li voiiroa and 
Ancon a> and -all the disasters which, yoii,,heap,ed,upoii the whole of Italy,' 
hut especially upon the-states of Venice. 

BuOimparie^r^WhBii would you have in e say ? I am guiltyj very guilty^ 
■I. thought my troops, not sufficient, to- overawe the inhabitants ; and I 
conceived it proper to -strike them with terror, ,, ^ In occasioning the revolt 
ut Faviaj I only anticipated this event a few weeks. 1 gave orders to kill, 
-pillage, ravish, and hum, 'That city will remember it for these hundred 
.years, . The complaints on the carrying away the trea,siire of, l]ie.„.,chureli 
®f' Loretto were Qcc^sioufid -by- the stupidity of .V,iGto,r, , I -had ordered 
him to pcwsess himself -only'mf. things of great value, ■ -.He took every 
thing, even the silver plated copper, ',1 obliged him to make restitution 
of those which were worth little, .My conduct, to the States of ,Yemce 
was, certainly ,hypocritical. When I was sure of a peace with Austria^ 1 
fomented discontents in all the continental possessions belonging to the 
Republic of Venice, and I promised raouutaios and marvels to the senate 
and people of that rich city, I levied eBormous contributions. I caused 
every one to be . shot who was suspected of eomit^^ to the French. I 
quartered all my army op the inhabitants, I made a solemn proclama- 
tion of republican principles ; and I finished by seUiag this nation to a 
prince acknowledged the most despotic of Europe. As to inorals, i 
confess myself in that respect extremely cniniaah But let me now pass 
to the thread of my history. ^ 

. Cardwa/.r-'l .i,ttend'r,yo.ur Majesty ' g ' ■ ■ ■ ' 

Buonaparte.^l was in want of money, and the Romans had plenty# 
.1 required great great sums, which; were of the greatest service to me. 
The five millions of diamonds which were given me in consequence of 
.the treaty of Tolentinp, and which the Directory were good natured 
enough to make me a.presentof, did me incalculable services. It gave 
me the greatest pain to . extort, so, much from the venerable head of the 
church ; but necessity has no law, A few of those diamonds, distributed 
withjudgment, made me in two days master of Malta, which bad for two 
•jeaVs' -resisted the sea mid.Iand forces, of the 'English, .JBeing.. arrived, at 
Cairo,:! thought it would be of service to the army to proclaim myself 
s&nt hp the prophet Mahomet to deliver Egypt from the tyranny and 
vexations of tire Beys.and Mamelukes^. I professed myself a Mussulman, 
Mid a declared enemy of 'the.Popte.; 1 boasted of having driven from 
Malta those valorous knights, who, on their admission to the order, swore 
to pursue, every Muasulnian ,to death.. I more than doubled in these 
once fiourisliing countries the horrible outrages I had commited in italy« 
-%When I wanted- money, I contrived a revolt. I got some Frenchmen, 
murdered, and 1 levied millions. I was thus the cause of the murder 
'of the- fanatic Dupuy,. the old' colonel of the brave 3'iJd demi*»!)rigade, 
:md thejEohespierre -of Toulous.e^. He was one of those jacobins that 
light the -exterminatioat ;of', kings, and resembled Duphot, who was 
.deailt with? by the myrmidons'of the Pope, Dopuy had the command 
'•©fi-.Ihe -‘Station of Cairo* He thought he, should be able^ with a few 
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dragoons, to 'disperse a very' considerable, insurrection ; ' lie recei?ed a 
mortal wound, and: sighed out his last breath in vows for the constant 
duration of his beloved republic* 'Several officers shared the fate\of 
Dupuy* ' 1 appeared terrible. , My columns destined for the attach, and 
my formidable artillery, marched forward ; and the wretched Turks were 
butchered 'in the most, terrible manner. ■ They were 'treated as the 
Parisians on the 13th \ endemiaire* 1 was not satisfied with the shedding 
of blood ; 1 had another end in view. The city was not pardoned till 
an immense weight of gold was obtained ; they then succeeded in pacify- 
ing me, and tranquillity was again restored to Cairo. Such a monotony 
was opposite to my inclinations and my projects. The Mamelukes had 
disappeared ;--the Arabs were terriaed, and had ceased from their 
murders. The army was in perfect health. I found myself reduced to 
the sad situation of a pacha of Egypt, unless I could contrive some means 
of weakening the army, in order that there might appear a necessity for 
my absence, to go and solicit reinforcements from the Directory. I set 
out for Syria with fifteen thousand chosen men. At Jafia, which wa« 
taken almost by assault, I put the garrison to the sword, although it had 
surrendered at discretion. It had in it four thousand Mahometans. I 
arrived at St. John of Acre. What a horrid retrospect does that name 
bring before me 1! I regret not my having lost four thousand men ; I 
I had kd them thither with the express intention ; — but what 1 shall 
never forgive myself for, what I shall never cease to regret, is having see^i 
my most resolute and daring attacks completely defeated, and my heal 
generals, my bravest soldiers, perish before my eyes. The English 
admiral. Sir Sydney Smith, and a French engineer, rendered all my 
efforts unavailing. Having resolved to raise the siege, 1 wanted to amuse 
my troops, by attacking some wandering hordes, and burning a few vil- 
lages. I furnished matter for the relations of Berthier, and justified, by 
the pretended victories of Mount Tabor, of Fouli, and the Jordan, th^ 
most absurd expedition that the annals of war and politics can produce. 
I regretted that Kkber had escaped, without a scratch, the great dan- 
gers to which 1 had so often exposed him. He had fallen under my 
heaviest displeasure at the beginning of the siege. He wanted to make 
it appear that he knew more than I. I never pardon such pretensions. 
The sequel will prove to you that this general lost nothing by the delay. 
Before we repassed the deserts, I gave secret orders to poison about five 
hundred men, who were sick of the plague, or other illnesses, and whom 
it was dangerous, and even impossible to transport with the rest of the 
army. The physicians looked upon them as dead men. It was only 
anticipating their last moments by ' a day or two. ■ I have been frequently 
feproached with this measure, which pevertheless was dictated to me by 
reason. It is well known with what horrid, ■ brutality the Turks treat 
their prisoners before they put them to death.- ■. It has been pretended 
that I might have put them under the protection' of .Sir Sydney Smith, 
who, in pity to the situation of these unfortunates, would have saved 
them from the vengeance' of the Mussulmen. I agree that it would 
■ Vox., 1V.„ SUFieiKMENT., F 
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liave been preferable if I bad^ tbongbt' of it : but in' my. critical sitaatioa 
I had so many things to distract my brains, that I' think my forgetful^ 
aiess in this respect far less blameable . than my 'senseless assaults of Saint 
John of Acre. It impc^sible to give you an adequate idea of my 
anxieties during the passage of the desert. . The discontent of the army 
was at its height. Generals, officers, and soldiers, all cursed me formy 
ambition. ' Several men Mlled themselves ; a grenadier blew his brains 
out a few steps from me, after having uttered 'in my face the most horrid 
imprecations. ' ICIeberbimself had 'the' hardihood to Come and give vent- 
to his bile, by threatening me' with a revolt, if I did not make a speedy 
change in my primitive' dispositions. I dissipated' all these stormss, as 
much by my presence of mind as by 'tny firmness, i appeared to com-, 
passionate the woes of the soldiery; I encouraged them with promises, 
and I flattered their selfi-love by praising their constancy in supporting 
fatigues and privations, and their heroism in battle. I silenced Kieber, 
by threatening to have him' shot at the head of bis troops, if he did not 
':punctually execute all my ord'Ors. ' Returned to Cairo, rmade'prock- 
mations, full of boasts of what ^ I had done in Syria, and giving the 
greatest honour to all who had contributed towards it/ My plan was as 
yet executed only in part. If i had made myself master of Acre, I should 
have left in it a strong gaitison, under the command of Megnier. I 
should have sent back Kleber to Egypt across the desert with bis 
division, and, under pretext of peturning to Cairo by sea, I sliould have 
set off from St. iJohn of Acre to France. But fate ordered it otherwise ; 
my purposes were completely answered by the debarkation of the Turks 
kt A'boukir. I beat them ''Completely." This success produced a incH 
xiientary forgetfufnessof'm'y' ill's in Syria. Those who had becii 
the loudest in their conapMnIs were silenced, and extolled my military 
talents. I profited of this calm to prepare for my departure. I knew of 
every tliing that was passing in France. Lucien and Joseph, in concert 
with the Abb4 Sieyes,' took care to make ttie acquainted with every 
event. There was not a' moment to be lost in order to get there in time® 
The Directory was itself 'conscious of ' its insignificance, and its insU'ffici- 
kncy to do any'- good. ' I did not long balance. You will learn from this 
history the secret of my 'Voyage, which has given occasion for mimerons 
conjectures. I was agreeably surprised, when I -reached Paris, to learii 
from Sieyes that he bad dispatched to me, after the death of Joiibert, 
two neutral vessels, to engage me to return to France, my presence being 
Judged necessasy to repair the military and political disasters^: oeeasioned'. 
by the stupidity of the generals, and the folly and jealousy of the Mem* 
bers of the two legislative bodies and the Directory. 

CardmaL — You have said, Sire, in your Report, that you lost only 
four thousand men in Syria, but I know from creditable authority that 
it was at least eight thousand,; and that you returned to Cairo with - only 
fije-ven of the 'fifteen thousand, -with /which you set out from Egypt. Whe» , 
you diminish your loss by a/half, I must ask for an explanation. 
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I Buonaiiarte.’--"! bel!eve,.iBdeed, the total loss migb wellbe reckoned 

I ' at about eight thousand who fell by the sword, by strangling, clecapita- , 

tioo, empaiiog alive, by being drowned in sacks, after they were made 
prisoners, or by the plague and other diseases* I have contracted such 
a habit of lying, in order to diminish my losses, that I beg you before-* 
hand always to take me much above what I actually avow in my con- 
fessions. I generally double the amount of the killed and wounded of 
the enemy. In my dispatches I never confess to more than the tenth 
part of my killed and the fifth of rny wounded* I never suffer it to be 
s,aid that any ol\mj men have been made prisoners from the ranks, except 
now and then, by mere accident, some distinguished officer. These lies 
hurt no one, afford me relief, and encourage my array. Berthier per- 
fectly understands my arithmetic, and I seldom have occasion to revise 
j his calculations., , 

^ Cardinal — Permit me here to state to your Majesty some reports 

i which have reached me, and of which I ask you the truth, it is said 

that at Leoben you got acquainted with the projects of Pichegru in 
i favour of the Bourbons; that you appeared willing to co-operate with 

J him in procuring their re-establishment; that you went in consequence 

j to Milan, where you caused the secretary of the Russian legation at 

' Venice to be arrested, on his passage to Trieste, where General Ber- 

I iiadotte then was, while you were engaging General Desaix to come to 

you, under the pretence of visiting the positions of the campaigns of the 
Army of Italy ; that you sufiered the Russian secretary to escape, after 
I you had procured from him some informations of consequence, and 

promises of still greater moment to your future designs; that you suc- 
ceeded in duping Cobeutzel, the cameleon of diplomacy ; that you got 
i notice of the arrival of the Russians, whose success it was easy to fore- 

see ; that it was agreed upon to draw your prodigious expedition from 
' the harbours of Toulon, Civita Vecchia, and Malta, in order to send it to 

' Egypt iii as great an mcognito as a privateer sails from Boulogne io a 

Ibggy night, and crosses the straights of Calais to capture merchant ves- 
^ sels, under the very cannons of Dover ; that you were to return, just at 

the fit moment, to put yourself at the head of the government ; and that, 
at length, after you should have succeeded in re-establishing monarch}’^, 
you were to restore to France its legitimate sovereign, contenting your- 
kdfwith the rank of grand constable, or generalissimo of the armies. 
You deceived, it is said, the hopes of all the cabinets of Europe, with- 
I . out excepting even that of St. James’s. ■ ■ 

J:l2i0iJ«ipfxr^c*---Fri:'nchmen are naturally great prattlers, and althougli 
j . you were born a {Subject of the Pope, in the country of Avignon, you 

! partake of this defect. 1 know that every one relates ray history after his 

own way* But people ‘often deceive themselves; frequently they do 
i but guess, and they are always supposing wrongs against me* Cliariti/ 

I begins at home. The first king was a fortunate soldier. I have always 

I acted according to these two principles. Do you really think I should 

i have, exposed myself to assassination in my coup de maiu of Saint Cloudj 
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against the advice of the Council of Five Hoiidred,:to'put the crowiron 
the "head of' a man, who,;if not' wholly unknovo'v to" me, ;is at least no 
’countryman of' 'mine. ' Lwas born a Corsican,' subject to' the state of 
Genoa. When I came into the world, 1 breathed nothing but hatred to 
thC' French. My country 'was tyrannked over. " They 'murdered the 
Corsicans like so many sheep. They hunted them in the w'oods as wild 
beasts. I sucked with my mother’s milk the contempt whieli the harle- 
qiiinisin of the French nation always inspires, and i never let slip aiicic^ 
casion of taking vengeance for the atrocities of which Corsica was the 
theatre, in 1769, the year of my birth. Such a desire will, no doubt, ap- 
pear culpable to you ; but it is graven on my heart in characters that can 
never be effaced. I should have made a secret of it ; but truth drew it 
from my breast, A learned geographer knew our nation well when lie 
said, tkat the Corsicans were natiir all fj jealous ^ vindictwe, and crueL 

Cardinah — I am obliged to your Majesty for this explanation. 

'Buonaparte* — Let us return to my appointment of Consul. During 
my absence, xny friends had disposed every thing to cause a general 
wish for a change in the government. They bad battered all parties ; 
loyalists, moderatists, and jacobins, all thought me on their side, 1 en- 
deavoured to confirm them in the good opinion they had formed of me. 
I spoke of the restoration of the finances, and I gave hopes of new victo- 
ries, by bringing into action my talents and my means. The jacobins 
were the first to mistrust me ; the moderatists declared themselves my 
partisans; the royalists kept aloof. They were expecting, behind the 
curtain, the issue of the contest, in the hope of profiting by the success 
of either. I sowed dissention among the republicans, by sending in 
among them some false hrethreni who played their parts excelleutly. 
Notwithstanding all my precautions, had it not been for my brother Lii- 
cien, I believe the hot-headed terrorists of the Council of Five Hun- 
dred would have paralized my hopes. Their furious sentiments pre- 
vented me from making them listen to reason. The recollection of the 
manner of Caesar’s death in the senate-house, put the finishing stroke to 
my dread. I could scarcely stand on my legs ; I trembled in every 
limb, and I knew it was with fear; but I gave it out that it was with an- 
ger. Generals ’■ Lefevre, '.Led ere, and Murat, were as much discontented 
as myself. Nobody was able to speak to the troops except Liicieo, 
who harangued the grenadiers as if he had passed his life in camps. He 
spoke to them of discipline, and asked them if they did not despise those 
of their comrades who refused obedience to their captain. They an- 
swered in the affirmative. He represented to them, that as President of 
the Council of Five Hundred, he regarded as rebels all those deputies 
who did not unite themselves to the man that they had chosen for their 
chief. This mode of argument appeared just to the grenadiers, wlio ap- 
plauded the eloquent Lucieni Leclerc, who -possessed sufficient 'ad- 
dress, availed himself of this moment of enthusiasm, and entered the 
Hall of Five Hundred at ' the charge of the bayonet. The deputies 
_|aved themselves by the windows^' and the battle' w'as' gained* , "Beraa^ 
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dotte, who the night before' wanted to fight a duel with me, when I, had 
comminiicatea my projects to him, staid at Paris. Good^ Jonrdan did 
pot think; proper to go to St. Gloud. This machine would have'endan« 
gered all roy projects. It had been hinted to him that it would be ad- 
fisable not to yield to tbp decree of the Council of St Cloud. On the 
1 Ith November, 1 799 , 1 played the part of .King of France. ■ I assem- 
bled all the first authorities of the state. I assumed the tone of a mas- 
ter, and I saw, with joy, that the charm was completed. l ordered the 
traiisportation of some desperate jacobins, and granted protection to such 
as appeared to renounce their errors. I gave money to Lefevre, the 
Corariiaiider of Paris. 1 procured an understanding with Bernadette^ 
whom I knew to be a favourite of the troops ; and I promised on mj 
part honours and riches. He loves the agreeahk and the usefnL I wa® 
obliged to humour him, because he was the brother-in-law of Joseph^ 
having married his sister-in-iaw. In this manner I consulted only the in- 
terests of the moment, and I resolved to profit of the first moment to 
exile him, at any price. General Moreau had been useful tome at the 
Luxemburgh. I was desirous of testifying roy satisfaction, by giving 
him the hand of roy sister Caroline. I had an article inserted to this ef- 
fect in the public journals, on the eve of the day on which I had ap- 
pointed him to meet roe, to concert the plan of operations in Germany#. 
After they had brought in the gazettes, I gave one to Moreau, and I took 
up another with apparent indifterence. Having glanced over it, i said 
to him, smiling, These Farisians have a wonderful itch for talking^ 
I read him the article. Pie eluded the proposal, and I spoke to him of 
troops and positions. His character for quiet, and his great military 
reputation assured me a tranquil reign, and the attachment of the army* 
Had I succeeded in making Moreau my brother-in-law, I would have 
caused myself to be proclaimed Emperor immediately after the battle of 
Marengo. ■ 

CardmaL — ^Your Majesty occupies my attention so entirely, that I 
roust intreat you to be pleased to excuse me from any observation, 

Buonaparte*--^! wished to give the public a favourable idea of mj 
situation and roy intentions. Although I had no need of money, I 
assembled the bankers of Paris. I treated them kindly. I promised 
them my protection, and gave them hopes of better prospects. They 
came to me trembling with the fear that I was going to demand new 
exactions. I knew better than to be guilty of such a foolish trick. I 
spoke as a man who possessed millions. They returned to their counting- 
houses loading me with benedictions. I gave them expectatious of peace 
even with England ; and in fact I did write a letter to George the Hid. 
They soon perceived at London that roy letter contained nothing but 
holy water from my new court. They gaye an evasive answer, and they 
would have had reason to applaud themselves for taking this course, had 
they known what instructions I left to General Kleber when 1 set out 
from Egypt. I advised him to negociate. with the Turks and English 
in order to gain time. The dispatches intercepted^ and published by 
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tbe Eugli^b^ p.i:ovec! that .Kltjber ■ was not only discontented with my de** 
partorCj ontj what was be bestowed, the epithet of disastroos upon. 
my e^fpeejition to .Egypt# I- have already told you I never pardoned 
the impudence of any one who _prete,nd,ed to know better than myself*. 
I was exasperated at the tone which Kieber assumed* But I was 
feleased from him. The brave- Eleber fell a victim to the dagger of a 
uile Osmanly* Kle.ber was the first general of the eighteenth century ;* 
Moreau the 'seco,ncl, and I the third. Soiilt.did not shew hiiiis.elf till 
the battle of AusterlitK. His. debut -was. a brilliant one. He possesses, 
genius. He has wit enough to tc.e, cable wiieo lie hears my name pro* 
Bounced, or that my arrival is annouaced to him- AVere it not for this 
peculiarity, he would have disappeared long since. I a rn indebted ta, 
him for my battles of Austerlitx, Jena, Eylau, Heilsberg, Ocana, anti 
the important passage of the Sierra Moreoa. 

CardinaL--^ln what rank do you place Desaix, to whom you were 
much indebted in your victory of Marengo. 

Buonaparte*-^J}e^‘MX was modest, ' good temp.ered, well instructetb 
and a good general. I place him, however, only in the second rauk^^ 
with the Archduke Charles, Saint Cyr, Lord WeUington, Bernadotte^ 
Macdonald, Massena, People never spoke of this officer but us the 
conqueror of Marengo, and this on purpose to mortify me. My eoemiesi 
think I have the weakness to atUtch great merit to a victory. I appeared 
much greater the - aiid Mayr-' 1 ^ 09 ,, nt .Essliag, than on the 14th October, 
2800, at Jena* Nevertheless my successes over the Prussians, on tlmt 
occasion, were complete, while I was nearly crushed to pieces on the 
shores of the Danube, Let any military man compare these two positions, 
and pronoun ee with impartiality . I had two hundred tbousand French, 
seasoned to war, to oppose to a hundred and twenty thousand Prussiamf 
who had not fought i:br twelve years ; while at Essliag, the 2£d, at noon, 
Iliad only twenty thousand men, the reiunant of a Inindred thoosanci, 
against sixty thousand vieiorious Austriaiis. A"ou get before hand with 
events by your ill-placed qo.estio.ns. La' Vendee excited alhny ,iuiere-sL 
i wished to re-establish trauqublity. in th'e interior of France ; nor was I 
ciiEicult in choosing the means. Money was. promised, AJew.cbiefa 
were drawn in, whose lassitude- made' them , confident.- 'Crimes .were 
imputed to them by my direction, and- 1 ordered them tobeshot They 
were brave, intelligent meii,.a.nd' therefore dangerous, from iheir attach-^ 
Hient to the Ikmrbons. Frotte, a royalist general, was among ilia 
number of my dupes. He was, a. man of true merit, and he shewed the 
greatest firmness in hblak moments. Chambarlhac had him shot, after 
having assured him of pardon, according to my original orders.-*-! went 
to Italy with sixty thousand men, I turned the right of BIcias, and 
marched upon Milan, History will inform you how I beat the Austrians 
at Montebello and Marengo. Wbat a happy thing it .was to have to 
Eght against generals seventy years old I! My return to Paris was a 
triumph. At Lyons I was received with extraordinary honours, I 
promised ’aipicli, and performed little# it is a melancholy thing for # 
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prinm of mf stamp to be ied^ctA totbesatl part of a moiiEtlbi-Qk, 
My faithful subjects of my gwd city of Lyous raa&fc ba?e had but aa 
iiidiffereot opiiiioa of me. I was aotniore delighted with'the enthusiasm 
of tlis provinces, than I was mortified at the Parisian apathy, which made 
me forget the brilliant reception of -the re|t of France. After' having ^ 
'reflected for a long time on the aieans to betaken to interest them !ti 
lay favour, I determined to .ha-tch up 'a conspiracy, against my persom 
Fouche, who was grieved to the heart at the useless efforts of his agents 

to get me applauded' when A appeared in public, was delighted at, the 

singularity of my invention; He assured me of the happiest result, 

■ promising me, at the sam'etime, to fulfil punctually all my intentions. I 
have held conferences with this minister at Malmaison for four hoiii*sat 
% time, and always with new pleasure; . He has a prodigious memory, 
%nd yields in cunning 01 %' to myselfV ■ I- was of opinion th$t the royalists 
ijhould conspire first, and then the jacobins. He proved to me matliemati- 
cally the irregularity of this course. The jacobins being the grea tot 
enemies of the l^th Brumaire, it was necessary they should begin by 
poniarding. The infernal maclfuna was to be looked upon as the work 
the royalists, 'Set in motion by . Epgliind. . This power -was to Ik 
represented as an enemy to the re-establishment of order, because it 
favoured the assassins of the First Gonsul. I have then to reproadi 
myself with the death of those unfortunate men, to whom the agents of 
Fouche gave the first idea of a conspiracy, as well for the burning of 
the opera-house, as for the inferp^il machine of the 18th Nivose. 1 
received the congratulations of all France. Even Paris appeared to 
start from sleep* The success of my stratagem intoxicated me with 
joy ; but the illusion was of short duration. Three days after the first 
of the two 'events, in which I appeared, to have been in such clanger, they 
began again to 'play off their songs and epigrams upon me. They were 
Inseiisible to my victories jn Italy and. Germany, and to the advantage- 
ous treaty of Luueville. They vvanted a maritime peace, they sighed for 
the English guineas, I complied with the general wisJj, and not .without 
finding my account in the step^ I had. perceived there existed a number 
of persons ill to be depended upon, who obeyed me at the moment, 
cause they were carried along wjth the, torrent, but from whom, in the 
course of tinie^ I should have every thing to fear. It was necessaij'to 
exile them in an honourable manner. Yoti will hardly believe that mj 
brotbCr-it'J-la'i^, Eeclerc, .was among the number. -This atnbitious^ape 
took it in his head to come across my way. His relationship to me made 
him insolent. He often shewed himself restive under his wrong.s. I dis^ 
si mu la ted, 'but placed him on my black list. I gave him-, the chief com,- 
•inand of the expedition to St, Domingo, well knowing this to be^ as it were^ 
# contmission fof tlw other wqtM- Dispiteased with the conduct of^my 
«ster Pauline, his wife, I commanded her to follow her husband. It.w'fs,^ 
io vain for her to al'ledge preteitts for remaiomg in France; t left her 
no alternative, but to go by force, or of her own accord. Dagua s bab- 
bling tongue procured him si simil^t contmiision* liicbepaufic,. Sahii- 
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gtaet, Hardy's VatrinsDebelle, Humbert,. &c. were also put on tbe ranksj, 
witb the intention of getting rid for ever of the republicanism of the one^ 
the ambition of another, the discontent of this one, the stupidity of that, 
&:c,, and of the ridiculous pretensions of alL 1 ordered for embarkatioi| 
all the regimtnts whose officers and soldiers were hot-headed patriots ; 
those who had been engaged in -smuggling, and, finally, those who had 
made -themselves merry at the expence of the bishops, at the time of 
their insiallatioru 

CardinaL^Yom Majesty’s ‘narrative becomes more interesting as yoa 
proceed* 

While my proclamations and those of Leclerc were as- 
suring to the blacks and inulattoes, of St, Domingo, the preservation of 
theit liberty, orders were given for the re-establishment of slavery* The 
obstinacy of Leclerc spoiled all my plans. I had enjoined him, as soon 
as he had obtained a shadow of peace, to get together all the chiefs, and 
poison or drown them ; or if these two expedients were not practicable 
without inconvenience, to send them to France, in the splendour of 
which they would soon be overwhelmed. But poor Leclerc, though he 
did not want brains, could never believe that honour in a government 
consists onfy in doing every thing to strengthen or increase its authority » 
He was melted by the good nature of Toussaint, the loyalty of Christo- 
phe, and the frankness which he thought he saw in the other chiefs. He 
loaded with praises those very men whom a few days before he would 
have shot; and who, in the sequel, were destined to cut the throats 
of bis army, and of the inhabitants. I would not thwart him; on the 
contrary, I suffered him to do as he pleased, except in regard to Tous- 
saint. He had tasted of sovereignty, and was not likely to remain a 
faithful subject. I gave orders to have him arrested and sent to the me- 
tropolis, For the sake of form, it was necessary to impute the design of 
*a revolt to him. The bad address of Leclerc in managing intrigues of 
this sort occasioned a general insurrection. Almost all the army perish*' 
ed through sickness and want. I sent reinforcements, which underwent 
the same fate, I dispatched one from Toulon, consisting of four thou- 
sand men, at the time the garrison of Gibraltar was in insurrection. They 
might easily have surprised that place. Gantheaume, to whom I had 
hinted the matter by means of Lauriston, who had come to Toulon in 
search of Leclerc’s widow, did not speak of It to any one but the com- 
mandant of marine ; and this man’s insiiiuatioos appeared ridiculous to 
the general of the land forces belonging' to the- expedition. ' Since I have 
found that important plans very frequently fail of being put into exe- 
cution, from the equivocal manner of intimating them, I always give 
literal orders, and I almost always succeed. I ■should -have been at this 
day master of the world, if 1 had sent to England the expedition of St 
Domingo, under orders of a man with a good head-piece^ to seize upon 
the* government. I could have furnished him with fifty thousand elioseii 
men, iiid good generals-. ■ But 1 was blinded with the vengeance I was 
so intent to wreak upon the -jacobins, and I felt a certain pride in seeing 
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myself acknowledged the head of the F rench, by an illustrious family^ 
and by a nation^ which next to niy empire, is undoubtedly of the first 

rank, by the extent of its power, the wisdom of its laws, and the iui- 
ineosity of its riches. 1 had at that time a fleet, which ihave since, lost, 
asmuch'.througli the ignorance of my admirals as by the fatality of events^ 
My ambassador at London gave me tomiderstand, that, even from his 
first arrival in the capital, every thing seemed verging to war. i made 
him comprehend, that his biiuness was to gain tinier and to make that 
me of U which we had premoiisly agreed upon. All my agents are spies : 
and all my missions extraordinary are confided to generals of superior 
intelligence. They should be regarded as military rewards. A head- 
ache, which an excursion may remove, is made a pretence for visiting 
fortiticatioas, positions, &c. A well organised and well paid police is 
carefully maintained. This is not enough ; it is watched over by trusty 
retainers, who are paid still better. Notwithstanding all my under- 
handed doings, the bomb exploded sooner than I expected. Commerce 
experienced the heaviest losses. People murmured. I appeared to com- 
passionate the merchants. The most unfortunate were assisted by my 
orders; and others were promised indemnities. I did not fail to cast 
upon the English the odium of cornmeaciDg hosti]ities.--Generai Tons- 
saint was sent to me, and dispatched to the castle of Joux, near Besan- 
«;on. I had been told he had buried about fifty millions in gold, in the 
middle of a forest of St. Domingo. He alone was able to point out the 
spot where it was deposited ; for alter he had effected it, he caused his 
guards to kill the men whom be had employed to conduct tlie mules, 
and dig the ditches into which he bad cast it. He was promised the rank 
of general, and the fourth part of his riches. He contented himself with 
answering, that the Consul had deceived him once^ but he never should a 
second time. When his obstinacy had thwarted all ray attempts, I gave 
orders to shut him up in a dungeon, dug in a rock, and not to allow him 
more nourishment than might be just sufficient to keep him alive. His 
stubbonmess was proof even against this rough trial. He never opened 
his mouth but to load me with curses — at length I bad him poisoned. 
The governor of that castle is an old man, interesting for his discretion, 
and his sang-froid. He always finds means to account for deaths of this 
aort, and the justice of peace consigns his report immediately to the pro- 
ces verbal. It was said of Toussuint, that he died of grief Vvlien the 
arrival of General la Flume was announced, as this negro had always 
shown himself my partisan, I ordered him to be dispatched with the ho- 
nours of war. _ /’■ 

Cardinal.— And what might be your motive, Sire, for this muicler— 


for such 1 must call it. ; ■ , ■ ' . \ . 

Buonaparte.— I had him destroyed, only because I did not choose to 
see, in France, a geiieral’s uniform on the bacls of a negro. W hen 1 
found the impossibility of making a descent uponiJEngland, I calculated 
the means of forcing her to an adjustment, by excluding her commerce 
from the continental markets. It was necessary to reduce Prussia, ter* 
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rify Aostria, overcome Russia, and invade Spain and Portugai I was 
to give' proof to France- that 1 was not by any means disposed to give up 
iny place to Louis the XVIlIth. This prince had rejected, with disdain^ 
the offers I had made him to yield me his rights to the crown of his *ao^ 
Oestors, At London I had an enemy in Pichegro, who though only of 
the second order, was dangerous for his talents and reputatioo, George 
had a great influence in ' the Western Provinces, Moreau caused me 
much uneasines. His wife, and more particularly his mother4n-iaw, 
had exasperated him against me to such a degree, that he would not see 
me. He turned my campaigns, and my political institutions, into ridi-» 
cule. This man, who, previous to my return from Egypt, had refused 
the offer of being placed in the first rank, now repented of his modera*^ 
tion. I saw that a grand sweep was necessary, and determined to joiri 
all these heads into a single hydra, that 1 might cut them off at a blow. 
The enterprise was not an easy one. I planned a conspiracy. Although. 
Fouche was no longer minister of police, he continued to possess my 
full confidence. He alone could give the proper direction to every branch 
of my vast plan. Founding our , measures on the precise intelligence 
which Andreossy had collected respecting the coteries of London, we set 
on foot the assassination of the First Consul. Moreau was indignant at 
my insulting haughtiness. Pichegru could not forgive me the arbitrary 
prolongation of bis iinwarrantable exile, The known rashness of George 
gave ground to believe in the possibility of his attempting my life, The 
devotion of the Duke D’Enghien to the honour of his illustrious family^ 
determined him to come to the right bank of the Rhine, The minutest 
details were com^iuiiicated to me with a degree of precision that thursder-^ 
struck even myself. Every proposition of my agents was accepted with 
an eagerness that can be accounted for only by the hatred of the coiw 
spirators, by their desire to restore the Bourbons, and by the dexterity 
of my spies. My confident. General Savary, took care to be on the coasts 
near Fecamp, with six gensrd’arms, at the moment when PichegTirand 
bis band were disembarking. They followed them every stage of their 
progress. They might have arrested them the very day of their firrival 
in France^ J)ut it was necessary to draw in Moreau, by making him com- 
municate with the conspirators. As soon as this important point was 
gained, the alarm was sounded. All Paris was on foot. The most dis- 
tinguished functionaries, although very well known, were frequently ar- 
rested by the gensrd^armes, and conducted before competent authorities^ 
in order to be confronted with the descriptions of the principal conspira- 
tors, This farce lasted several days. Meanwhile Cauiineourt and Or- 
dener were on their way to arrest the Duke D’Enghien, who instead of 
entering France in triumph, as be had been flattered, was led prisoner to 
the castle of Yincennes: it would have been easy to have given it out 
that he had killed himself, but that would not have satisfied my ambi- 
tibdT I had him conducted before a council of war, the president of 
which, Hullin, had received his instructions from me. The forms pre«, 
fcribed by the law were abserved, He was condemned to death, Ah 
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thougli he was innocent, since he had been arrested on neutral ground^ 
and was shot in the moat of thecastle of Yincennes, where he was buriei 
I have been told that his talents and virtues rendered him an interesting 
personage* A victim of this house I had long desired, to prove to France, 
and all Europe, that it had ceased to reign, and that it was succeeded 
by the dynasty of Buonaparte. Several persons of .rank were officious 
enougb to interest themselves to obtain a pardon for him. I evaded their 
^oliciiatioiis during the evening, till five minutes after the hour fixed for 
his execution, and then laughed in their faces, in announcing the con- 
summaium .esL I acknowledge myself guilty of this useless atrocity. 

Cardina/.— I think that an energetic proclamation would have fully 
answered your purpose, which should have assured all your subjects, and 
all the courts, of your fixed determination to maintain yourself on the 
throne of France. The prince was not in your dominions; you have 
violated all laws, divine and human. It is confidently repeated, that 
owing to the observations of foreign ambassadors at your court, and the 
solicitations of CarobacerAs and Madame Buonaparte, you had a mo- 
ment of indecision, and that the furious clamours of Murat brought 
you back to the violent resolve of shooting the duke. 

Bnoiiaparte . — People deceive themselves greatly. Neither Murut nor 
Berthier, though they appear sufficiently intimate with me, ever dare to 
proffer the last remark. If they are preferred to others, it is because they 
are constantly seeking occasions to Batter me, and are the most prompt 
to obey. For these fourteen years, I have had no other guide than my 
own will. By receiving advice from any one, I should have allowed 
claims of superiority, which would have humiliated me. I have con- 
ducted myself in such a manner to make it believed I am necessary to all, 
and independent of all. I have affected the greatest contempt for good 
living, and have pretended to be above the sense of danger, although I 
am quite' as much of a glutton, and quite as subject to fear, as other 
ipen, from the very nature of circumstances. The fidelity of Murat be^ 
ing guaranteed to me by alliance, and by many years experience, I or- 
dered him to stay at Vincennes, to see that my intentions were executed, 
and that he should come and give me an account as soon as all was over. 
Savary had it in charge to strangle Pichegru, and he acquitted himself 
of this commission with much dexterity. I was obliged to have recourse 
to this violent expedient, becausePichegru was possessed of an effrontery, 
that would have intimidated the judges. I even doubted whether the 
soldiers could have been brought to fire at him. To have had him guil- 
lotined, would have raised too great an out-cry in the public. Besides, 
this mode of punishment I reserved for Moreau, and you know that one 
ought to use, and not abuse the means which the law puts into one’s 
hands. You cannot conceive the rage that took possession of me when 
I was told it was dangerous to sacrifice Moreau. I loaded Regnier with 
the grossest abuse ; but it was well deserved, since only two days before 
he had assured me it was entirely agreed upon to condemn to death the 
man whom, ever iince his victory at ,HohenUnden, I had detested more 
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than any one on earth. I regretted that I had not managed the matter 
promptly and secretly in one of ray bastiles, this mode having succeeded 
so well with the Duke d’Enghien. I shall ever reproach myself with 
having consented to change his punishment into perpetual exile. This 
piece of weakness will sooner or later cost me dear; as I am persuaded 
Moreau will some day or other play me an ugly trick. He is the rally- 
ing point of the discontented, who live in hope they shall one day have 
him for their leader. Had he perished some time ago, the fickleness of 
the French would soon have forgotten both his death and his service. It 
is lucky for me that he is attached to his wife and children. Had he 
commanded against me at Eylau, at Essling, or at Austerlitz, I should 
have been undone. I attribute liis fondness for retreat, in a great mea- 
sure, to the grief which must have seized him at the astonishing indif- 
ference which all the Frenchmen, present at his trial, heard the public 
accuser sum up the evidence, which was to determine his death. Citi- 
zens, magistrates, and soldiers, looked on with the same concern as if 
they had been at an opera. This has been told me since, but the know- 
ledge came too late. 1 had been assailed by functionaries whom I imagined 
to be possessed of energy, and I was duped by the treachery of some, 
and the fears of others. My own contempt for the French is not light; 
but were I in the place of Moreau, I would provoke their tyrant to heap 
his atrocities four fold, upon those vile, cringing, cowardly, and un- 
grateful beings, than whom the slaves of Darius and Xerxes, were not 
half so well calculated to bow under the degrading yoke of despotism. 

Cardinal.— Be not surprised at this general apathy which reio-ns 
throughout France. We have had so many recent examples of jaco- 
binism, that every one thinks himself hapfiy enough to find a corner 
where he may be sheltered from the revolutionary fury, the bare idea of 
which strikes every man with horror, who has had the good fortune to 
escape the wreck. Moreau you have cause to dread. 

_ .Beionffiporfe.— My precautions are well taken, and Moreau, althouo-h 
m the United States, is watched almost as closely as when he was*at 
Pans. I shrug up my shoulders with pity when I see a Lecourbe, hardly 
known in the world from a few slight successes, which the bravery of 
his troops, rather than his talents procured him.-when I see him, poor 
man, affect sentimental feelings, and complain of Moreau’s banishment, 
crying, that I am a despot, a fprant, &c. I did not think it worth while 
to bestow on him in return for his silliness any thing more than the most 
profound contempt, and I suffered him to spend in tranquillitv, at his 
aeat at Choisy, near Corbeil, his income of fifty thousand crowns, which 
le had stolen in his campaign in Switzerland and Germany. I have fol- 
lowed the same proceeding toward many other of my servants, whose 
msigmficancy disarmed my vengeance. George having avowed that he 
«me hither to assassinate me, underwent the rigour of the law, as well 
js almost all his associates. I consider myself to be giiiitv of their death. 

t»eca«se they were my agents who suggested the conspirucv to them. Nu- 

merons arrests were made by my orders through the empire. The pri- 
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st>'OS were soon filled , with the too ardent defenders of Pichemt.'M 
and lhe Botirhonsa It is from this epocha that the •system of terror, witli 
whicli I have struck the minds of ray subjects, hegins its^ date. I made 
preparations to spread it throughout the continent, in order to put in full 
force my severe measures -against ' the .British commerce. 1 knew that 
Austria -and Russia were, disposed^' to attack:rae,\but:I appeared to be 
igiiorarit of it. I collected on my coast all my chosen troops, under 
pretence of menacing England. It is well remarked, that fear hinders 
people from seeing clearly. The cabinet of St. James’s had the goodness? 
to take me upon my word. Preparations were made at a most enormous 
expense to repel m attack which I never seriously intended, being sen- 
sible of its impossibility, from my not having possession of the seas. 
How could they believe I should ever put into execution a project which 
presented such great impediments to a disembarkation, and which had 
so many difficulties to prevent an advantage being drawn from early suc- 
cess ? Tile favourable moment was gone 1))% The time of peace offered 
chances which the resumption of hostilities destroyed. The inisehiefs of 
the last wars, the discontent of the Irish, my reiterated offers of an im« 
iBediate and favourable peace, and tlie political moderation which till 
that time had appeared to guide me, would, perhaps, have crowned a 
sudden invasion with complete success; and the odium of violating the 
preliminaries might have been forgotten: — the treaty of Amiens was 
yet unsigned. While the English were making extraordinary levies, 
and fortifying their principal points, I was manoeuvring columns, which 
were destined to fight' the Austrians and Russians in Stiabia, Bavaria, 
and Moravia, f did not show mj’self the aggTessor. My 
Vienna were not a little siiccessfaL General Mack was gained. He was 
a prisoner at Dijon when I returned from Egypt. After the ISth Bru- 
roaire, I had him sent For to Paris. The bargain was concluded with 
gold, and a principality in parilbiiSr^ xolien my father An4aWy Francis^ 
shall he re-placed by one of my minions. My success was easy and bril- 
liant, through the complaisance of my associate Mack. The taking of 
Ulm cletertnined the campaign in ray favour. At Tiler, I gained the 
battle of Ansterliiz, and dictated the peace of Presburg. I profited of 
my stay in the capita! of Austria, to OTganize a police, which has well 
repaired my care.—People suspected rae of having procured tlie assassi- 
milion of Admiral Villeneuve at Rennes. The report was fiilse. I have 
to blame rayself for having sent him an imperative order to attack the 
Koglish. This officer observed to me, in reply to my first order, that 
the'fitting out of the combined fleet gave no hopes of success against 
Kelson, who had a picked force, as well in respect to men as ships. I 
insisted, warning him, that if he persisted in his refusal, he should be 
re-placed in his command. He obeyed. The disaster of Trafalgar must 
be ‘laid to my account. The English were indebted for this victory only 
to the intrepidity of their admiral, who payed for his triumph with his 
life. I despiBed’Ville.ueiive too much to make him a victim ; '.and would 
uever have employed him if'T bad had a better sea officer. I have 



THE ROYAL MILITARY CHIRONICLE. [APEit, 

reproacli myself with ^ving caused the death of Palm, at Nuremberg. 
I wished to silence a crowd of scribblers, who were spiriting up Germany, 
and alienating from me the attachment of my army by their incendiary 
pamphlets. Yet, I must sa}', I left in Berthier’s hands sufficient dis- 
cretion to save the bookseller. Circumstances, and above all, his zeal 
for my service determined the general to have him executed. I caused 
a bookseller of Vienna to be comprehended in the judgment of Palm. 

Cardinal . — Why did your Majesty suffer your fleet to be ruined. It 
was not the first time; you remember how Nelson annihilated the fleet 
ofBrueis in the roadsof Aboukir, 1798. 

Buonaparte . — I am more sensible to the cutting truths of a journalist 
than to the loss of a battle. My imperial presses assure me immortal 
laurels. Nothing wounds so much as those dreadful libels where they 
lay me bare ; where the impartial details furnish posterity with what will 
enable them to appreciate me justly. Those worms on the other side of 
the channel gnaw my heart to that degree, that if my brother George 
would establish in London the same laws tliati have established in France 
relative to the press, I would notonly consent to acknowledge his maritime 
supremacy, but would even make restitution of Hanover, and of other 
convenient places on the continent. lam afraid I shall be stung to death 
by those busy enraged islanders, if I do not quickly succeed in overcoming 
them by famine, or the destruction of their commerce.— In one day I 
cverturned the work of the great Frederic. What blasphemies did I not 
«tter against Providence, on the day of the bloody battle ofEylau. 
.Despair made me sacrifice the flower of my guard. Had I been calmer, 
I might have waited the co-operation of my two wings, on a respectable 
defensive. I commanded to aoake charges of the cavalry and infantry 
as senseless as they were murderous, and I took care, nevertheless, to 
boast of them, by making a most brilliant eulogium'on the troops who 
had executed, and the officers who had directed them. I saw with grief 
that the Russians were braver than the French. The question which 

had been left undecided at the battle of Austerlitz, on account of the 

co-operations of the Austrians, was clearly decided at the battle of Eylau. 
I was beaten. Beuingsen, or rather the immovable intrepidity of the 
Russian army, gained a defensive battle over the fury of the French of 
tlie grand army, and over the Italian cunning of Buonaparte. 1 made 
dispositions to finish, as soon as possible, with such formidable enemies. 
After having displayed my forces at Heilsberg and at Friedland I hastened 
to sign the peace of Tilsit, in order to accomplish ray views on other 
points of the continent, the occupation of which were to precede my 
march upon Petersburgh. I had accomplished my provisional end in 
the north, by obliging Russia to declare war against England, and to 
shut up ner ports against the trade of this power. 1 had equally taken 
^re to require the expelling of Louis XVlIl. king of France, from 
Russia, to revenge myself of the refusal ofthis prince to give up to me 
to the French crown* 

here failed in generosity. 
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Buo7iaparfe.-^The extinction of the family of the Bourbons would 
hare beers a much better security for the future, than the most absolute 
renunciation of Louis XVIII. My hatred against every part of that 
house^ and the desire of crownirig my brothers, made me project the 
conquefet of Spain. My intrigues sowed dissention among the royal 
family. I proposed a meditation. I obliged them to accept it, by the 
presence of an array of brothers and flriends. 1 went to Bayonne where 
1 forced Charles and his family to comply with my wishes. The remem« 
braiice of the Duke d’Enghien’s fate, which I tdok care to recal, dissi- 
pated all idea of resistance to my sovereign will. 1 imposed^silence upon 
the president of the Junta, who had the hardihood to tell me, seated in 
full audience on my throne, that^^ if! persisted in my projects on Spaini 
instead of having subjects, towns, and cultivated lands, my brother Joseph 
would reign over nothing but deserts, tombs, and’ dead bodies”. Thi* 
plain truth, which experience has shewn to be too well founded, did not 
deter me. 1 gave orders to obtain, by force of arms, a consent to what 
they appeared to refuse my paterual propositions. The massacres of 
Madrid ought to be imputed to me. I had charged Murat to strike a 
great blow, which might frighten the Undisposed of the capital, and 
keep in awe the discontented of the provinces. The cruelty of my 
lieutenant served only to irritate the Spanish pride. The insurrectioii 
became general. After several events, which belong to history, my troops 
were forced to fall back upon the Pyrenees. I obtained a conference 
with the Emperor Alexander at Erfurth. I swore constant friendship to 
him, by all that was most saCred. But the oath came ofily from my lips^ 
since I had yet to revenge myself for my defeat at Eylau, and for tlh4 
mortifying refusal his sister had given to my offers of alliaince. His 
neutrality, and even his participation were absolutely necessary tbrii^, m 
case of a rupture with Austria. He promised me every thing; he 
resolved to attack the Turks, to effect an aggrandisement, as iiiipoIiti<^ 
for the two nations concerned, as it was advantageous to me, since it 
operated to destroy the forces of two enemies, a*s powerful as they are 
dangerous. After having lessoned Alexander, p'romise'd much to Fre- 
deric, and temporised with FraUcis, 1 set off fur Spain. I ordered that 
every body taken with arms in hand should ba shot ; that all the villages 
and towns which made resistance should be burned, and that mi6n, 
women, and children, should be indiscriminately sfeughtered. My intefi** 
tioos were executed in the most barbarous manner, and from that time 
the peninsula has been a vast theatre of pilkgd, robbery, burning aiid 
■murder.. - ■■ ' ■ ... . ,■ ■■ 

Cardln^L — Your conduct towards SpaiU add Portugal Wis in^ed 
atrocious. You deceived yoUr most faithfurand" most ally. The 

court of Portugal had done nothing to proVdk^ you; , For these four 
years past have these two kingdoms been a prey to all the horrors of the 
most unjust and cruel war, that the aiiuals bf thd ^oHd can produce. 
The troths which the president of the Junta bf&yduiid M the coiiragb 
to tell yem^ should excite all ybut soKcitiide; 
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' yo_u^see;liow' much this , mad andertaking has alread}: cost yoii» The 
|>eoittSiila has , been^^ the grave of three hundred thoosand Freochmen^; 
and foreigners employed ^ 'in: your service* You have caused to be 
slaughtered at lea,st'a million of Spaniards, and Portuguese of every age 
and sexs and your influence over Spain is .now much less powerful than 
it was before your foolish business at Bayonne, and the murderous doings 
©f Murat at Madrid, : Restore ;to Spain and Portugal their legitimate 
sovereigns. It should be enough for you to make them provide you 
with money, and you have it always in your power to control and to 
punish them, 

Buonaparte^-^1 mil fight for thirty years; I will sacrifice three mil- 
lions of soldiers, rather than renounce the conquest of the Peninsula^ 
I have destroyed, Prussia, crushed Austria, and terrified Russia. I have 
another reason- more important to my own safety, and the tranquillity of 
Frmice. Supposing I should evacuate Spain and Portugal, what must 
become of that army, which for these three years has been lamiliaris-^ 
ing itself to all sorts of crimes. You have heard me blamed lor my se- 
v'-erity towards Dupont and Marescot, on account of the capitulation of 
Bayleii. I was justified, and even applauded, when I published that 
these two generals ignorant and cowardig^ Some persons, who 
knew them, and were capable of appreciating their merit, disbelieved 
me, and despised me as a vile imposter. General Dupont is a very 
brave and skiitul officer. He frequently gained my praises in the cam- 
paigns ot 1800, in Italy ; 1805, in Austria; I8O7, in Prussia, Mares- 
cot is one of the first engineers in Europe, and every body knows it is 
imppssible to be an officer of parts and talents, without being both brave 
and intelligent. As the greater part of France, and almost the whole of 
Europe, regard my calumnies as infailible oracles, I must confess myself 
guilty of the political death o,t these two men, who are really possessed 
of supe.^ior talents. • I vyished to prove to my generals, that it was dan- 
gerous for them fo outlive a defeat, and that they ought to adopt for. 
thdr device, eonquer or die. My intention was, to have had Dupont 
and Marescot stmt r that would have taken place, had I been present 
with the army. Bat the air of Paris has thevirtue of softening me. 
yieWed to the intreuties of some oiiicers of high rank, who pnitected 
them, and who represented to me, that the remedy tvould he worse than 
the disease. It is superfluous to tell you, that all my successes in 
Spam are owing as much to my means of seduction as to the power of 
my arms. Men like Morla, easy to be daunted if not corrupted, op-* 
posed a very feeble resistance to me, as the reduction of Madrid can tes- 
tify, 1 he heroic defence of Palatox at Saragossa attests his courage as 
well as his probity. Though my prisoner, this brave mao preserves all 
his independence. His return to Spain would be dangerous, he shall 
perish m obscurity, I have determined the destruction of all those chiefs, 
who, for these three years, have fought against Don Joseph Napoleon, 
tketr^^ only legitimate king. Many have made a formal assurance that' 
will,, lay , down their arms as soon as the, English army has bees; 
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forced to evacuate Portugal. But they will not on this accour.t be less 

exposed to my veogeance* 

CardinaL^Fermit nie to lament, that your Majesty is thus inflexible. 

Mmmparte»^FeYm\t me to inform yoar-EiHinenee, that tyranny i$ 
iodispensibly necessary to the happiness of society. \ What good did the 
Freneh'derive from, their liberty of 1789 ? They killed ,orie another like 
iwild beasts. I return from Egypt; I drive before me with the bayonet 
those five hundred raggamuffins, who were better fitted to murder pas- 
sengers on the highway, than to be legislators; I give laws; people 
stare with vronder; they obey, and are happy, or at least they appear to 
^ie so, if the anarchy had lasted one year longer, France would have 
been divided among all the powers of Europe. Now, on the contrary, 
its sovereigns and their subjects are my slaves. My of 3809, 

over Austria, made me master of the continent, and procured me the 
hand of an archduchess, I can say more-— by this alliance l am made ar- 
biter of the destinies of the globe. Supposing the English keep posses- 
sion of Portugal, that the resistance of the Spaniards is prolonged, and 
that I get tired of seeing so many French fall in the Peninsula, 1 can 
dispatch thither an army of one hundred thousand Austrians, if Eng- 
land refuses to make peace, I will send to the Indies an army of a hun- 
dred thousand Russians. This power being deprived of the principal 
basis of its riches, it will no longer be able to preserve its maritime supe-^ 
yiority. I will make those islanders pay mountains of gold, and tears of 
blood, for their tyranny of the seasytheir liberty of the press^ and the 
misery which the stagnation of commerce occasions my people. The 
English merchants are by no means situated as those of the continent. 
Ours are made bankrupts, have not even the means of subsistence, and 
yet they dare not utter the least complaint. Such an imprudence would 
be considered rebellion. Death, or perpetual imprisonment, would soon 
deliver the state from their clamours, and would strike with terror all 
those who endeavoured to propagate them. This absolute submission 
is assured to me by my forces of land and sea, by thirty thousand gens- 
d’armes, eighty thousand priests, a hundred thousand excisemen, a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand custom-house officers, and by two hundred tiiou- 
sand spies attached to my police. Alexander, Francis, and Frederic, 
pursue the same course at Petersburgb, Vienna, and Berlin, that my 
brother Jerome, ray brother-in-law Murat, and my cousin, the Duke of 
Placentia, pursue at Cassel, at Naples, and at Amsterdam. My orders 
are every where obeyed with the like punctuality. But at London, at 
every bankruptcy, they cry out vengeance against the ministers ; they 
break the windows of their houses, and vehemently call out for peace. 
The English people are persuaded I am sincere, and are fur irom think- 
ing how eagerly I desire a favourable occasion to pillage London, oppress 
all England, and reduce the three kingdoms into French provinces, the 
inhabitants of which I would take care should be more wretched than 
■any people of the continent are at present. If peace were to take pIaoe» 
my favorite project would be accomplished in three years. I- would hug 
/ Vm. lY.' SUFi»l.»llE|5T,» H ■ 
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the English iili I stified them* ■ I wo.uld grant' them the, most favourable 
ocmditsoos. I would cover .the pit with flowers, bj being forewarned 
of my secret machinations, these haughty islanders refuse all adjiistmeot* 
I will realize my designs against their possessions in tbelodies; and intwelve 
years time' my vows will be accomplished. ' Then sliall ailthe ancient fami*- 
lies' of' Europe, from the 'Emperor of Russia to the con federate Duke,' of 
Nassau Weilbourg, be erased fromthe list of sovereigns, l am npt igiiorant 
how'pfople amuse themselves at the coU'rts, , both high , and "low, on the 
subject of my ancestors.' They, rest, their surmises on- the authority of 
Maratori, and on some' discoveries of the AhbeEassadoni, of , Treviso. 
It is said, that in the, sixteenth ce.ntury, the Buonapartes,, employed at 
that time in the service of the Bishop of Trev^o, forgot themselves so 
far as to rob and murder travellers on the highway ; that the bishop was 
proceeding to arrest them, in order to have them banged, when they fled 
from his power, and took refuge in Corsica.” Supposing this to be all 
true, am I the cause of my ancestors’ crimes ? I kuow what a prince of 
much wit has said of me before a numerous and brilliant assembly, by 
{paying, after he had heard these details of ray family— I am tempted 
to believe,, from the eonduct of Buonaparte, de race le chiea clmsse Y^ 
hound of tmmixed breed, f- The joy of a moment shall be paid for 
by the total ruin of the family of this indiscreet banterer, who already 
exists no longer. In all respects I will have the upper hand. My de-» 
throned pensioners shall have honourable settleoaetits prov for them» 
but they shall be obliged to reside in France. Their presence in their 
former dominions v/ould disturb the order and tranquillity which I wish 
their successors to enjoy. ' Generals, not the most celebrated,' but the 
most devoted to ray familjg shall receive crowns, less in recorapence of 
their fidelity, tlian for the securing and consolidating. my dynasty. I de?* 
sire to live only twenty years longer, and I shall have surpassed all .the 
great men of antiquity. 

CdrdmaL-A cannot help"entertainirig rnguf . opposite opinions. Hus™. 
sia is, untouched, and her army is formidable. Austria will imitate yoxi, 
and forget the ties of alliance. -The Hungarian, grenadiers will give you 
not a little employment. The forces of the Ottoman empire, being well 
directed, will make a powerful diversion on the side of Italy, io favour 
of the northern courts of Europe ; and the more unfortunate the con- 
dition of the King of Prussia, the stronger is the attachment of his sub- 
jects. The phcMnix rises from his ashes to a 7mo existence* Germany 
and Italy execrate the French for the naiseries which the war has brought 
upon them. The countries, united to France, Holland, Spain, Fortu- 
g,al,and .Sw.ed'en, desire their, ancient, sovereigns. 'As to the English, my 
opinion respecting them, differs, widely from yours. I beg you now to 
give me some accounts of ypar. being, made perpetual Consul, your no-* 
raingtion to an imperial throne,, your. coronation by the Pope, your divorce 
from Josephine, your marriage with Maria-^Louisa, , and of the state of 
yonr morals from, the year ■d7§6^." 
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: Bn07iaparte.---Thii tribunes gave me the perpetml consalslup nod 
my array procured me the empire. My partisans hacf their instuetion'g. 
The operations of these two parties wefe well combined. I took care to 
appear indifferent to the thanks that I had myself contrived to be heaped 
iipmuiie. My answers gave reasop to think I regarded all the honours 
they did me as painful burdens, while I felt an inward satisfactiou be- 
yond expression. Oil the 18th of Bruraaire, I had passed the Eubi- 
coo. I was astonished at nothing so much as my own moderation. Do 
not believe it was the Pope who crowned me. I placed the crown oo ray 
own head, and I crowned Josephine. But Josephine was not suited to 
itie, because she was out of the condition to perpetuate my race. My 
catastrophe at Essling, and the reverses which Lord Wellington occa- 
sioned ray generals in Spain, made me renounce my intended design of 
dethroning Francis. 1 knew he had a marriageable daughter. The 
affair of Chasteller brought on explantions which ended in an adjustment. 

I felt that as 1 was not the strongest, it was -necessary to be the most 
ciimiing. ‘T^iey sufiered me to pass the Danube without the least resist- 
ance. We fought merely for form sake. A young piince, delighted, 
Po doubt, with the honour of becoming my uncle, stayed at Fresbourg 
\vith his army. He easily forget the gross insults 1 had heaped upon him 
in my offiical bulletins. Prince Charles^ whose right had defeated and 
put to flight ray left conniianded by Massena, wished to take the route 
of Bohemia. We duped the Euglisb. When the Austrians had got 
possession of their guineas, they signed the peace which had been agreed 
upon ever since the month of June. 1 had succeeded in loading the con- 
iidents of Francis with presents and caresses, to make him believe I was 
jbincerelj^ his friend. But I cannot yet conceive how he was persuaded 
to give me bis daughter, after he had learned, terp officially ^ my will 
tjjat he should be dethroned, and my solemn invitation to tlie Hunga- 
rians to choose another king. I hoped that my alliance with one of the 
first houses of Europe, would engage the Engiish to raore pacific dis- 
positions. 

CardmaL — -It was hoped that this raarriage would have softened your 
majesty’s propensities, and introduced more regularity iuio your life. 

Buonaparte * — lam very well satisfied with my alliance with my pre- 
sent empress ;>ut 1 sometimes regret the freedom I enjoyed formerly; 
and I confess f^you that f have already felt many desires to be unfaith- 
ful to my new engagements. Occasion alone has been wanting. I 
accuse myself of having dishonoured at least a hundred respectable fumi« 
lies, thrciigh the complaisance of the governess of a celebrated school, 
the pupils of which iiave been regarded by the public, for these ten years, 
as forming part of my seraglio. Some of them - received from me ricii 
presents, others 1 rewarded by giving advantageous situations to their 
relations, and all o.iy favourites I took care to provide with indulgent 
liissbands. It is 'supposed 1 have been intiniatevvith.seveial.ladies.ol my 
court It is false. 1 do not like "to . disturb the conjugal happiness of 
^thers^ without absolute necessity, When I was in Egypt, 1 was obligecf 
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to conform' to circumstances. Throughout tbe army there was but one 
pretty woinaDj and she was married to a captain of a company of horse, 
"Junot was charged to procure her for me* ■She and her husband were 
invited to dinner. A suttling woman, a provisional wife of my aide-de- 
camp,, did the honours of the bouse. At the desert, the mistress of the 
ixiaosion left the table, ivith the captain’s wife, who was already the gene- 
ral’s lady mpetto^ because 1 had found her very agreeable at clioner. I 
was not long before I followed the two ladies. While Junot, and other 
•officers of the staff were swallowing Bourdeaux with the husband, 1 was 
making arrangements, with his wife. She yielded to rny intreaties with 
regret. My promises at length determined her. to stay with me, and i,t 
was agreed npoos that the captain should be ejected. The next clay 
lie bad dispatcher given him to take them to France. As the Eoglisli 
Cruizers opposed the departure of the vessel which was to carry him, be 
asked permission to reruro. to Cairo, which was. refused him; he them 
wrote to, his wife ^ to come and join him at Alexandria. ■ H is. letter 
maioed without answer, and to this day nothing more has' been heard of 
' him; At my return from Egypt, I placed this .mistress in,, the faux*' 
bourg of la Ailette, and before I left her, I assured her a pension of a 
luHidred Louis per annum. You have doubtless heard that all the 
actresses who have taken my fancy, have been siiarers of my bed* I 
gave up to a young prince the handsome George, who was silly enough 
to think me in love with her. That you may be the better able to form 
your opinion of me with respect to morals, I must inform you, that from 
the age of fifteen years I have been as great a libertine, and quite as cor- 
rupt as Caesar, whom Seutonius justly calls 07}uuum muHbtum 
while he repudiated his wife Pompeia on a simple suspicion, saying 
quoniatn meos tarn stispicmiei qtiam crimine judko carere oporiere* t 
accuse myself of having capriciously humiliated my first wife, Josephine® 
Cardirto/.— Permit me to request of your majesty, that you should 
-give me some details respecting the interior administration of France. 
Reports fly about, that every year you commit the most grievous acts of 
injustice ui the conscriptions, in levying the contributions, and in all 
other branches of the public service. 

The conscription is the nursery of the army. The 
ability of die minister Lacuee, the devoted attachment of the prefects, 
the indefatigable zeal of the officers, both superior and sobaltern, in rais- 
ing recruits, have made the levying of conscripts aiiswerable to the 
liighest expectations. The minister requires, for the exemptions autho- 
rised by law, conditions which are seldom fulfilled, on account of tlie 
Jstanoe of the regiments, and the concerted negligence of the colonels. 
Supposing the documents arrive at the appointed time, the prefects find 
the conditions defective. The gens^d^annes arrest the refractory con- 
scripts the number of whom, though sometimes very considerable, is 
ii^ver taken into account, itimrder to , be ded ucted from the contiiio*ency 
required from the department- ' la- the route, the officers' and subalterns 
give cause of discontent to the young conscripts' to make them desert. 
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All these iincierlianded maoceovres augment; my „army. Tbe desertion of 
a single man procures me two others, without excepting even himself* 
■Any conscript, who deserts before he arrives at his regiment, is immedi- 
ately advertised by the conducting officer, and notice is given to the pre- 
fect The prefect immediately , demands the number to be completed, 
w hich was originally required from the district of the deserter. The 
£€m-d'(irmes are quickly sent in quest of him, and it is not long before 
he is tiikeo. He is hand-culfed, bound with cords, and conducted from 
prison to prison, till he reaches the place of his first destination* If he 
has been condemned as refractory, he is put to labour at the public 
works, from which he is not released but to be incorporated with regi-*. 
men is of the line* His brother, who, the following year, would have 
been exempt, derives no advantage from his forced service, and is 
Cibliged to leave his home, if fate has not been particularly favourable to 
him. By these means the fault of one soldier, or rather the dexterous 
maoagemeiit oi an agent, procures me three. The prefects have long 
nriderstood my instructions : they are now perfect in their duty* 1 have 
taken care to supply, by men worthy of me, those whose extreme sen- 
sibility made them regard the complaints of old men, the tears of widows, 
and tlie cries of orphans. I must thank you for having brought me to 
speak on this point. How many families do I ruin by taking away from 
them liie only man capable of supporting an helpless mother, and se- 
veral young children. But to all this l am constrained, in order to keep 
i;p my military superiority. The law, strictly observed, would not pro- 
cure me more than a single man out of five hundred, while the abuse of 
it gets me double the number, and sometimes more. In one of the de- 
partments of ancient Belgium, the lists of all the districts were composed 
entirely of deserters, and yet all these conscripts become, sooner or later, 
my soldiers* I am not ignorant of the bitter complaints that are made* 
Many good people often say, ‘Hbe emperor is ignorant of all these in- 
Btaoces of injustice, otherwise he would put an end to them ; and that it 
is a great pity there should be so many petty tyrants acting under him.’* 

CardmaL But why these abuses ? Why do you not require two men 
instead of one? Why leave to the arbitrary will, and above all, to the 
rapacity of subaltern agenip, the fate of several thousand individuals ? 

Bao?mpar^e.----rregret that my officers are not equally vigorous iu pro- 
curiiig the payment of the contributions* My coffers, which the public 
believe to be tilled with g*old, are absolutely empty. Without the re- 
sources wliicii Italy, Germany, and Holland are yet able to afford me^ 
I slioiiid have been troubled, these last six months, to pay the two million^ 
of people, who received . pay ■ from me, from Gambaceres to the tnere 
custom-house oIBcer*,, ..The lottery and the^ post-office have been of no 
value for these two years. The expences absorb the receipts, and even 
the thefts. Lavalette, to^ his great regret,.,.is mo lonpr able to shower 
fupplies into my.. secret chest. The stamp and registering. du ties aie 
not a quarter so valuable as in 1803* There.' is no longer any trade , 
HO transfers of .property*; ...The customs, -so' productive in ',1S02 and IS0.3| 
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are now almost good for -notMng. The targes occasion altogether tiM 
most arbitrary . vexatioiii's. ,' From ■ one end of myecnpire to the other, 
complaints are general. Tlie col ieetiog , of these very bn rdensorae im-» 
posts absorbs all the profits.- The conquered countries -w ' 3 11 soori cease 
10 pay in their contributions:.' I eaii' novv depend on nothing, but the 
territorial impost, on my. good- city of Paris,, and o3t,the ex,toriions of my 
.prefects. Some meo, who vrould be thought ko.owiog of these /matters, 
pretend that these functionaries cannot -be .-accused of .dep.rediitioru. 
They are'doubtlessly ignorant that their rapine, vari'cd in twenty different 
ways, is entirely .my profit, with.theexceptio-n of a yei y sroali part allowed 
to- the^ instrunaents of my rapacity. Whoever knows' the resources of 
f ranee, and can. s-kii fully work this mine of treasure, wlirch, till this 
day, has been inexhaustible, will no longer be astonished that I am able 
to face the enormous expences of my empire. I learn fro-m ail parts 
that confidence is disappearing, that circulation is becomiiig stagnant, 
and I must no longer count on more than the fourth of iny secret revenues, 
l am overcome with-despair when I see. myself deprived of the great ad** 
vantages, which I had promised myself from my system of universal 
corruption, hfom myself to the sexton of a parish, every body is in* 
eluded in the organization of the finances, if 1 allow a hundred millions 
for the expellees of the marine department, the minister, eager to secure 
my good graces, hastens to bring the tenth payt to my treasures, A slight 
smile at his first visit amply rewards huB. When Ins accounts are made 
out, these ten millions not only appear carried to the expences for which 
they were iiitended, but the minister takes great care in the remainder 
of the year to realise other economical savings ; of these he rendei*s inea 
faithful account, which secures him the continuance of my imperial 
favour. 

Cardz>2ci/.-*--~‘Thvs conduct is assuredly very criiiiinal. 

Buonaparte ^ — Under ray government, an oat-lavp, or an a'ssassin, if 
he possess money, has never to complain of the severity of justice. 
A financier was threatened with the gallows by a minister, who was re- 
proachijig him with his peculations. He was answered, they do not 
hang men of fifty thousand a year.” J am iiiuch of the same opinion. 
Out of those robbers and brigands who are covered with crimes, but 
who possess fifteen thousand a jmar, I make my counts ; and those ivho 
possess a third of the sum, I call barons. 1 beg you will never speak to 
me concerning the rapine of ray generals and coiotieis. Know that 
heaas covered with the laurels of victory, are sheltered from all cen^^ 
but mine. It is they that have, 'made' rae'wdiat ram, and i feel' pleasure 
in being able to think raysell ’the-author -of what they are. 1 have taken 
care to lop off whatever was not of my own creatioii, and which there- 
fore yielded with regret to the new order of things. My colonels have 
only six thousand francs per annum. It is natural for them to look up- 
on their regiments as farms, which I confide to their care, in 'order that 
they may make the best of them. Colonel Coutard, when he took the 
command of the 6'^th regiment^: found it a hundred- thousand francs in 
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debt. - Three years after, lie had not only liquidated this, debt, but had 
economised a horulred thousand ftancsj ■ which .were' found, in, the chest 
at the re?iew of the inspector-general. '-I confess myself , culpable in 
•siiiferiog my officers to steal from my aoldiers';- but it is an evil which 
produces a much greater good. , ''.The nxeu: getexcellent' bauds of mimc^ 
and good clothing; the serjeants who are promoted to the rank of 
officers are assisted ; and the- soldier, does not percei've the injustice of 
his cotoneh who camiot save a hundred thousand francs, without steaU 
ing from those w^ho' are under him. The ■ institution of reviewing iiK 
specters has set a boundary to the thefts' they ,' made from government# 
The accounts of the troops are kept in the greatest perfection. They 
also in works published th^t the administraHon qf the 

districts is in disorder It is a gross error* Independently of the 
mayors and their colleagues, always chosen from among the ancient no- 
bility, or rich atjd well instructed commoners, secretaries have been ap- 
pointed, stien of abilities and intelligence, who keep the registers in the 
most exact order. How could they advance an assertion which, if well 
founded, would suppose a confusiou tbroughout the whole of my system 
of administration, which has been regarded by all intelligent politicians 
as a model of wisdom and ability f In the departinent of the Rbitin 
and in Flanders, no secretary is ever employed, who is not acquainted 
both languages, the French, and that of the country where he is 
employed. These situations of secretary are very lucrative, and theif 
value varies in proportion to the importance of the district. The re- 
ceivers for life of the contributions are well paid, gardes chmsi^ 

or the spies In the employs of the prefects, rival the gens-d’armea 
in arresting and bringing to the tribunal deserters and refractory con- 
scripts. The undertakers of the public works are chosen by the prei 
^cts, who never fail to make them pay for their protection, by larges 
sums of gold. It is also said, that the mayors are obliged to serve the 
i&tate with their purses* It would* prove great ignorance of the French 
character to suppose them capable of so much liberality. However 
small a jurisdiction .may he, it has revenues which are raised in a man-? 
ner similar to the contributions. The budget answers all expenses, and 
the surplus falls to government. All the intermediate authorities# 
without excepting even the attornies-general, the prefects and the miciis*i' 
ters, are only machines, whom I keep in motion. My proclamations^ 
ever since I have been absolute master, breathe the most impartial jus- 
tice. But my secret instructions imperatively prescribe those abuses 
which are advantageous to me in every department of the public 
service. My director of the conscription, my minister of the interiors^ 
and of the police, have succeeded in surpassing what I have told you 
respecting the finances, religious rites, the. marine, and even war, I am 
little satisfied with my chief judge, who is# notwithstanding, the least 
bad of any of his kind, 1 am myself the.direotor of foreign aifairsi My 
lies have often enough produced me the good effect I expected from, 
have now hoard pretty exactly whatever' may be found re-, 
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preliensible in my conduct, from 'my entrance into tbe world up to' this 
day. I most observe to you that the injustices of which I have been 
'speaking, are necessary, iw order to maintain my empire in the flourish-' 
log state of prosperity which it at present enjoys. 

*' I request that your Majesty will give me some detail, 

tesp'ecting'public education, in which it is said you have introduced very 
great abuses; and also of those bastiles, in which it is said you have left 
thousands of innocent people to perish by inches. It is reported, more--' 
over, that you have arrested diplomatists, and have even contrived in some 
secret dungeons, their disappearance at dlSerent times, even in coiintriei 
not your own. 

Buonaparte^’^When I resolved upon measures, which made the perpe- 
trators resemble highwaymen, it was to get at the secrets of foreign courts, 
in order that I might have time to make my dispositions, I bad no 
other way of resisting their attacks, and causing the woes which were 
preparing for France to fall upon the heads of their authors. Independ- 
ently of these acts of downright violence, I have to accuse myself of 
keeping agents in cities of any importance, who have orders to intercept 
letters which are presumed of consequence ; and having read them, either 
to send me extracts or the whole, according to what nuiy appear of inter- 
est. From the 18th Brumaire, this precantion has been regularly ob- 
served throughout France, and all the countries under my dominion. 1 
find it necessary to be beforehand with all that relates to the safety of 
the state, in order to defeat the plots of the evil disposed. The princi- 
pal end of public education is, as you may well conceive, to inspire young 
people with an attachment to me, to give them a taste for the profession 
©f arms, and to persuade them of the superiority of an Emperor over a 
Pope. I allow that many abuses have crept into the public education 
during the troubles of the revolution. But far from being the author, I 
do my utmost endeavour to destroy them. I have almost succeeded, by 
the establishment of a University. Time alone can give perfection to 
toy work. My most bitter enemies shall at length allow, that the youth 
U^der roy empire are much more carefully educated than during the 
most prosperous times of the ancient dynasty. I am very much dis- 
pleased with the national guard. It required all my address in 180§, 
to get any thing useful from this shadow, when the English were making 
their expedition to the Scheldt. The French cannot endure my being 
emperor. They witness my ' troubles and labours to cover: them with 
glory, and they repay me with the blackest ingratitude. I assure you, 
that if the English were toland' in Normandy or Picardy, I would leave 
them for a few days to-do as they' pleased with the people, in order that 
they might become my revengers for the shameful iiidifferenee which 
these two provinces have shown for the defence of the coasts. An En- 
glish army, at Rouen or Amiens.' for a month or two, would' teach the' 
inhabitants of these two provinces’ not to desert any more, as they have 
done, m the most cowardly : manner, from" the camp of Boulogne. I 
condemned several of 'them' to four yearsimprisoiiment, in order toterrify 
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tli6 otbtfs# 'T his Sfeverity^ iDRt 0 a.d of Kiaking tliecDselves more tnictEhl^j 
exasperated them to such a degree that the camps were^abaodooed, aDd., 
the batteries, and even , the magazines were left without any guard. It an- 
swered no ^purpose to arrest the fathers and mothers^of the deserters, and ' 
pot them in prison ; it availed nothing to oblige those families who were 
in easy circumstances to pay a line of tifteen hundred francs : the soldiers 
Md .themselves, and, the officers formally refused to obey the prelects, ‘ 
who commanded them to return to their posts : they gave ver? plausible 
reasons for their disobedience. They said, that they had served their 
three months according as the law ‘prescribes, that others ought to be 
sent ID their places, and that they would be shot, rather than be forced 
to march, before their turn came again.” I was, notwithstanding, obliged 
to go softly to work, to avoid a general insurrection, which was on the 
point of breaking out You see, then, that this national guard, which I 
have the policy to boast of, as much as 1 have real cause to despise it, 
you see, I say, that it well deserved the treatment to which it has been 
exposed. Three months are necessary to teach a recruit his exercise. 
If he is authorised to return home after three monthsV service, and 
that he is replaced by another recruit, it is evident that this body will 
never be in proper discipline, and in an attack will only embarrass, 
and ever spread panic, by taking flight at the first view of the enemy. 
Among twenty officers of this guard, it is rare to find one whose heart 
is with his employ, or who knows his duty. They thought I should 
make them travel post to arrive quickly on the points most obvious 
to attack. My first reason for this very expensive measure was to 
hinder the English spies from seeing the nature of the troops op- 
posed to them. A hundred waggons might be seen, each loaded with 
ten men, properly equipped with uniforms and guns. It could not 
be guessed that these pretended soldiers were afraid of their muskets, 
when they were not loaded, and that a long time was required to get 
them not to turn their heads when they fired. In the second place, the 
fatigue of the march was likely to disgust these old and young be-^ 
ginners, and engage them to desert. In despite of the law and of good 
sense, the mayors have been so cruel as to force children of from 14 to 
years into the service, and old men from 60 to 67* — cannot, then* 
any longer rely on the national guard. l am assured that the English 
do not hold it in any esteem. After a revolution so turbulent as that 
wjiicli has agitated France for these last ten years, it would be dangerous 
to follow the laws punctually. 1 seek only the happiness of the greater 
partof the nation. To attain this end, I must have the necessary firm- 
ness to punish the turbiileut, and to put them out of a capacity to do 
harm. I have, therefore, created eight bastiles by my decree of the 3d 
March, 1810. I am well aware of the changeable character of my sub- 
jects. One or two years stay in a dungeon will have more efiect irf si- 
lencing praters, than all the drownings of Carrier or the massacres of 
Robespierre. The prisoners shall at length be set free, with an assurance 
that if they return to their old practices, they shall be arrested and im- 
prisoned for the remainder of their lives. My calculation in this respect 
will psoduce more conversions than the sermons of the most pathetic of 
your orators. When any one is pronounced by his minister to be a bad 
subject, an enemy of religion, a slanderer of his prince, without delay aa 
officer of the police seizes the turbulent fellow. -His companionsslnghtened ^ 
out of their wits, disavow, one' and all, the shame of having participated in 
sentiments so criminaL You must, therefore, regard my bastiles and 
their three hundred prisons of ease, as a refinement upon what I have done 
for the public e4f cation. I hope you do not ' follow the' opinion of 
■ Fouche, that sbametess terrorist, who, after having in the lime of Robes- 
IV. SUPPLBME^^ T' ■ 
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pierrej sBed, without scruple, tovveuts of blood, and after having stirpassed 
mein the execution of my diabolical projects to secure my crown, re- 
cently took it into his head to insert in his reports of the day, tliat^the 
decree of the 8th of March had siiiguiariy exasperated public opinion, 
and that in several circles of t})e capital, and the principal cities of the 
provinces, they had -gone so far 'as to call me a tyrant, and assimulate me 
to Nero. My party "was soon fixed upon. This troublesome Mentor is 
placed upon the ''rarpeian rock, whence he will be precipitated at the 
first signal. I have replaced him by Savary, whose submission is equal 
to his 'devotion to my person, and ‘'his ability in executing my secret 
measures. , 

CardinaL — You have not yet spoken of ^vhat is reported of your con- 
nection with 'Hortensia Beauharnois, Queen of Hoiland ; the maiicioua 
public say, that you lived as a husband with her before marriage, that you 
forced your brotlier Louis to marry her, when you knew her to be preg- 
nant, that from this epoch she has experienced from you all the attentions 
that a good husband pays his wife, that you authorised her to oppose the 
will of htr inisbancl, and" that you did not break off this adulterous inter-f 
course till you were induced to it by the incessant iutreaties of the 
Archduchess, who, at last, succeeded in having her rival sent from Faris^ 
and deprived of her crown. 

BvoriQparte.‘>--\V\rdi the public say is net far from the tnuh. I never 
loved Borteusia. I only amused rnyself with her. It is to the com- 
plaisence of the daughter that the widow Beauharnois ewes the honour 
of having' been Madame Buonaparte, from the time of my return from 
Egyf)T. The wit, the graces, the beauty, and above all, the youth of 
Hortensia made me forget all the wrongs 1 wars doing her mother. It is 
ialse, however, that I obliged Louis to marry my mistress. He knew of 
my connection, and fversisied in his assiduities. He wished to become 
happy, since it was allowed him to become usefully so, by lending his 
iiaioe, 1 gave orders liis wishes should be complied with, and they were 
married , — whs obliged to yield to the iotreaties of my consort to send 
Hortefisia from Paris, and -even tO' hiuiiiliate her by depriving her of her 
throne. But she shall hereafter be’reeomfiensed for present mortifica- 
tions, to which I am forced by the necessity of ciicumstances. I aiii 
very unfortunate in regard to my faniily. The love which my Louisa 
testifies for ine is the only consolation I receive in my misfortunes. I 
think i shall not exaggerate, when 1 reckon that two millions of victims 
have perished through me, from the massacres of Toulon, to. the month 
of January im this year, I have not mentioned my furious bursts of 
passion. 1 airj' naturally subject to such sort of fits. What was at first 
the result of cimning is become a, necessity ; lutbit is second nature. I 
broke a service of ■ Porcelain at Campo .Porrnio, to keep op the farce 
a nd/to frighten the plenipotentiaries; and a,t Vienna, in August,' 180'9, 
when 'i learned the reduction of 'Flushing,^ I could, not restrain, rn? self 
, from bieaking ail the furniture at hand, biiiHplieming like a demfHu I 
,, ha.»pe,iorg,mton, to mention, 1 am'freqneiit.ly in tiie habit of striking.those 
•around my person, that is to':s-ay, my servants, my aides-de-camp, atkl 
somelinus even my ministers. , The moiiient after, 1 am sorry ; but the 
ndscliief is done, and is not -to be repaired but by .'iiioneyf " Yo.u have 
BOW my confession, uvy iord_ Cardinai, ■ it is now*’ tlm turn .of j our emk 
laciT'C'e to sj?eak, 

I’he Clurdinal was about-, to obey, .wlien he w’as interrupted by thf 
Empress. . . 

^ F.1NIS- : 
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